
In  reviewing his life, we feel that besides the personal loss 
of the m any friends whom he had made by his bright and cheer
fu l temper and his loving heart, the cause both of antiquarian 
research and of artistic culture in the North of England is a 
heavy loser by his premature decease.

H e contributed to Archaeologia Aeliana  (x i i i ., 285) a valuable 
paper on Gardner’s England’s Grievance Discovered of 1655, 
illustrated with etchings by himself. In  addition to bearing 
the cost of the illustrations, he contributed the two plans 
attached to the paper. In  the Proceedings (iv., 212) there is a 
short note by him  with an illustration of a pocket dial. H e  
contributed illustrations to the following p ap ers:— The writer’s 
on the Pfahlgraben {Arch, Ael. ix.), and on the battle of Elodden 
(Ibid., x v i.), the Rev. E. H . Adam son’s on The Delavals (Ibid., 
x i i ., 215), to Mr. H . A . Adam son’s Tynemouth Castle (Ibid., 
x v i i i ., 82), besides many other drawings in Archaeologia Aeliana  
and in the Proceedings of the society.

2.— J o h n  Y e sse y  G r e g o r y , a v ice -p resid en t.

BY RICHARD w e l e o r d , m .a ., a  v ic e -p r e s id e n t.

[Read on the 26th of July, 1905.]

Hied, at his residence in Eram lington Place, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, on the 11th of M ay, 1905, in his 78th year, Mr. John 
Yessey Gregory, one of the vice-presidents of this society.

A  native of Sheffield, M r. Gregory came to Newcastle in 
1845 as a clerk in the Quayside office of a firm which, in its 
later developments, under the name of John Bowes, esq., and 
Partners, occupies a leading position in the coal trade of the 
North of England. W ith  that firm, rising by degrees to the 
posts of fitter and commercial manager, he remained till his 
decease.



Although a thorough man of business, M r. Gregory was of 
studious and retiring habits. W h ile  his days were spent in the 
strain and struggle of Newcastle Quayside, his evenings were 
devoted to tKe cultivation of those gentler arts which add refine
ment to industry and alleviate the pressure of toil in the busy 
routine of commercial life. H is favourite study was heraldry; 
and the pursuit of that fascinating science led him  by easy tran
sitions into genealogy and archaeology. These, in turn, brought 
him into communion with kindred spirits who were working in 
affiliated lines of research, and at the same time labouring to 
improve and extend the usefulness of our society— the then old 
and languishing Newcastle Society of Antiquaries.

Mr. Gregory joined the society in December, 1877, when the 
number of members was but 89. Five years later the member
ship had doubled, and some part of that increase was undoubtedly 
due to his exertions. It  was not, however, until the society was 
efficiently reorganised that he began to take an active part in 
its proceedings. H is first contribution to the Archaeologia 
Aeliana— a paper on ‘ Place Names of the County of N orth
umberland with reference to the ancestry of the people ’— was 
read at the August meeting in 1881. H is next contribution was 
an extension of the subject to the adjoining county— f Place 
Names of the County of D u rh am / read at the July m eeting in 
1884. A t the July meeting in 1887 he read a few notes upon 
a brass medal of Adm iral Vernon, which he had presented to the 
society’s museum. The follow ing year, also at the July meeting, 
M r. Gregory read a paper on the Northum brian burr. These 
are the principal additions which he made to our literature, but, 
having a fair knowledge of local topography and chronology 
and a most retentive memory, he was often able to answer 
questions at the society’s meetings, whilst most of us were repos
ing in the silence of ignorance.

Being naturally modest and unobtrusive, M r. Gregory did





not figure in elucidations of local history and antiquities to the 
fu ll extent of his .knowledge and abilities. .. A lthough ready, at 
all times to unlock his stores of information for the benefit of 
fellow investigators, he shrank from publicity on his own 
account. In  1896, when Mr. John Yinycom b published his 
interesting book on ‘ E x  Libris,’ entitled Lambert o f Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne as an Engraver o f Booh Plates, with 58 Selected 
Examples, Mr.* Gregory was induced" to write an appendix of 
critical notes on the heraldry of the plates; The follow ing year 
he issued a booklet on Durham cathedral and castle, but this 
was ‘ printed for private circulation ’ only. H e was also an 
occasional contributor of historical memoranda to the old 
St. Andrew's Parish Magazine (edited by the Rev. W .  B. East, 
now vicar of St. A n ne’s, Newcastle) and the compiler of a 
very long and elaborate pedigree of the fam ily of Reid of Horse- 
law in Roxburghshire and Newcastle. :

M r. Gregory was . a? member of the Architectural and 
Archaeological Society of •Durham and Northumberland, and in 
our own society he was elected, a member of council in 1890  
and a vice-president in 1899.
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3.— C h a r l e s ' B e r t ie  P u l l e in e  B o sa n q u e t .

BY RICHARD WELEORD,

[Read on the 26th of July, 1905.]

On the 18th June last, death deprived this society of the 
sympathetic services of another old member— M r. Bosanquet, 
of Rock.

Mr. Bosanquet was a man of high character and accomplish
ments and although not a frequent attender at our meetings he 
was at all times interested and helpful in. our work. Born  
December 27, 1834, a descendant of an old H uguenot fam ily, and


