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Encroachments upon the rights of the crown and frauds and 
abuses connected with the royal prerogative formed the subject 
of inquiries that were held from time to time in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries before the justices itinerant. The 
returns were usually entered upon the Assize Rolls, and examples 
of them are to be found in the Three Northtvmbrian Assize Rolls 
published by the Surtees Society. One large group of inquisi­
tions, resembling the rest in character and scope, form a distinct 
class of records styled Hundred Rolls. These inquisitions were 
taken by virtue of two'special commissions issued respectively in 
the second and seventh years of Edward I. The returns made to 
the later commission are absent except in the case of a few southern 
and midland counties.

The earlier commission is dated October 11th, 1274. By it 
an inquiry was instituted into the extent of the rights of the 
crown and into acts committed in derogation of those rights, and 
it further authorised an investigation of acts of oppression com­
mitted by the king's ministerial officers.

In  1814-1818, the Record Commission published in two 
volumes such hundred rolls as were then known,to exist. No 
original returns exist for Northumberland or for certain other 
counties, but this deficiency is in part made good by four rolls, 
called Extract Hundred Rolls, containing abstracts of many of 
the missing returns. The first and fourth of these rolls relate to 
the counties o f‘Northumberland, Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Hert­
ford and Dorset, the difference between them being that, .while, 
the inquisitions entered on the* first roll are of a miscellaneous 
character, those on the fourth roll only relate to exactions by the 
king's officers.



That portion of Extract Roll No. 1 which deals with Northum­
berland was published by the Record Commission in Rotuli 
Hundredorum, vol. ii. pp. 17-24, whence it was reprinted by the 
Rev. John Hodgson in his History of Northumberland, part in. 
vol. ii. pp. 89-118. Extract Roll No. 4, though knoAvn to the 
Record Commissioners, was neglected by them and has not yet 
been published. It  is here set out, so far as it relates to the 
county of Northumberland. Its interest being almost wholly 
criminal, it has none of the importance of the published roll, to 
which it serves as an appendix, but it throws some new light on 
local misgovernment at the close of the reign of Henry I I I .  This 
is the £ rotulus de ministris 5 to which reference is made in the 
general return for Newcastle. (Record Com. edition, vol. i i . 

p. 19.)
D e excessibus im pon itis  m inistris dom ini reg is  in 'com ita tu  N orthum briae.

W a r d a  d e  B am b tjr\ — De v icecom itibus qui tradiderunt extorsoribus, etc.,- 
d icu n t quod servientes dom ini regis de warda de Bam buE solvunt v icecom itibus 
annuatim  pro ba lliva sua x ls, et sic fecerun t a tem pore W ille lm i H erun, 
quondam  v icecom itis ,! cu jus tem pore hoc fu it  levatum  et non ante. E t sim i­
liter  m essor castri de Ba-mbur" solv it annuatim  constabu lario castri p red icti pro 
ba lliva  sua habenda iiij libras, unde populus et tenentes dom ini reg is m ultum  
gravantur, eo qu od  dicta b a lliva  non solebat dare nisi dim idiam  m arcam  
tantum .

D e hiis qu i habuerunt felones im prisonatos, etc., d icu nt quod R obertus 
de H am pton , dum  fu it  vicecom es,2 habu it quem dam  probatorem , nom ine 
Johannem  de M atefen,3 qui in d icta v it A m brosium  de Eletham,. R anulfum  
filium  G-unnildae de K arleton , Adam  L adde, et quam plures alios, quos idem  
vicecom es cepit et im prisonavit, et cep it  de eis dona u t  possent esse sub p levina 
usque adventum  justiciarorum .

B u r g h s  N o v i Ca s t r i .— De hiis qu i per potestatem  officii sui, etc. D icunt 
quod, tem pore dom in i H en rici reg is , tres sorores de N ovo  Castro habuerunt

1 A p ril 1st, 1246, to  January 20th, 1258.
2 Novem ber 5th, 1272, to October 16th, 1274.
3 Die ant quod Robertus de H am pton habuit ij probatores, scilicet Johannem 

M atefenn et Stepbanum de Scocia, qui indictaverunt plures innocentes et fideles 
per m otam entum  ballivorum  d icti vicecom itis, et maxime per Ricardum  clericum 
qui fuit-. jan itor ejus, et hoc fecerunt causa lucri tempore domini regis. (Record 
Com. vol. i i . p. 24).



quandam  dom um  in  eadem villa , et Thom as de K arlio l, tunc m ajor ejusdem  
villae,4 em it de una predictarum  sororum  porcionem  ipsam  contingentem  de 
pred icta  dom o, et postea idem  Thom as, per potestatem  officii sni, alias duas 
sorores de duabus partibus ipsas contingentibu s de p red icta  dom o e jecit, et 
eciam  extra omnes terras et tenem enta que habuerunt in fra  eandem  villam , et 
sic eadem  tenem enta detinuit eisdem per b iennium , quousque eedem due sorores 
pred icta  tenem enta sua ei vendiderunt contra voluntatem  suam.

Item  dicu nt quod burgenses N ovi Castri dederunt W ych a rd o  de Charron, 
m isso per dom inum  regem  ad inquisitionem  de lanis cariatis ad partes trans- 
m arinas faciendam ,5 xn ne eis noceret et R icardo de C ropping, socio ejusdem  
W ych a rd i m isso pro eisdem. inquisitionibus faciendis, x  m arcas pro eodem .

Item  d icu nt qu od  W illelm us de B oy v ill, eschaetor ejusdem  com itatus,6 
cep it v iij marcas de eisdem burgensibus ut ipsos tanquam  forinsecoS non 
d istringeret ad veniendum  et respondendum  coram  eo.

Item  d icu nt quod ba lliv i archiepiscopi Eboracensis d istrin gu n t burgenses 
predictos quin veniunt in v illam  de H extildh am  ad reddendum  theolon ium , 
contra libertates predictorum  burgensium , et ad dam pnum  dom in i regis.

E odem  m odo Johannes Com yn d istr in g it  eosdem burgenses apud T indall 
ad consim ile theolonium  reddendum , contra  libertates suas et ad dam pnum  
dom ini regis.

E odem  m odo G ilbertus de TJmframvill d istrin g it eosdem  burgenses pro 
consim ili theolon io  apud R edisdal.

W a k d a  de T in d a l .— D e hiis qu i per potestatem , etc., d icu nt quod
Johannes de Schafthou, occasione ballive sue, cepit de R ob erto  de Trem sin 
ij boves, et eos ire fe c it  in  carrucatis suis a festo  ascencionis dom in i, usque ad 
festum  sancti N icholai, tem pore dom ini regis nunc. Idem  Johannes cepit com - 
m unem  pastorem  de T hornbur1 et ipsum  in  servicio suo ire coeg it  usque 
N ovum  Castrum , et averia que fu eru nt in  custodia sua intraverunt b lada de 
T hornbur" et dam pnum  fecerunt ad valenciam  x ls. Item  Johannes de H aul- 
ton , dum  fu it vicecom es,7 cepit de G ilberto  de Schafthou et ex torsit ab 
eodem  G ilberto hom agium  et servicium  W ille lm i fratris  sui. Item  W is- 
chardus de Charun, dum  fu it  vicecom es,a cep it de R oberto  P age ca et ij 
boves in juste. Item  Johannes de Schafthou cepit de Johanne de Eaunes x s, 
causa ba llive  sue, in juste tem pore dom ini H en rici reg is u ltim i * et
de v illa  de 'Slaveley v ijs tem pore dom ini regis nunc. Item  W ille lm us de H erP , 
subvicecom es, cep it de T hom a de W ellu m  v s in juste tem pore regis nunc, et 
de Ingram o de parco dim idiam  m arcam  sim iliter in juste tem pore pred icto.

4 1264-1268.
5 Commission dated July 5th, 1274 ; Cctl. P&t&fii Polls, 1272-1281, p. 69.
6 A pril 19th-September 23rd, 1274; ibid. pp. 47, 57.
7 Novem ber 26th, 1265, to  Novem ber 23rd, 1267.
8 Novem ber 23rd, 1267, to Novem ber 5th, 1272.



Item  Johannes de Schafthou cepit de Hug-one de W elp in ton  d im idiam  
m arcam , causa ba llive  sue, in juste. Item  H enricus de D alton , causa ba llive  
sue, cep it equum  H en rici filii I le fe , et p osu it  ilium  in labore suo, ita quod eum 
occid it  tem pore reg-is n u n c; et sim iliter cepit equum  H en rici filii A ldred i, ct 
eum  ten u it in  labore suo, ita  quod eum  occid it  tem pore predicto. Item  
R obertu s de H am pton , dum  fu it  vicecom es, cep it causa ballive sue i i i js tem pore 
regis nunc. Item  N icholaus de Swyneburn, coronator, cep it causa b a lliv i sue 
de A da B rune v s in juste tem pore dom ini H en rici reg is u lt im i; e t  de M ilone de 
S piriden x ls pro officio suo exercendo. Item  R obertus de M ainvill, sub- 
escetor, cep it causa ba llive  sue de D yonisia  de B a x s in juste tem pore regis 
nunc.

T y n e  e t  C o k e t .— M elcolm us de L ithedon  conqueritur de R ob erto  de 
H am pton , v icecom ite , quod, cum  captus esset per ind ict am entum  Johannis 
de M atfenn , probatoris, ded it eidem  v icecom iti j m arcam  antequam  posset 
replevinari. E t Adam  Speld  conqueritur de eodem  vicecom iti quod, cum  
indictatus esset per eundem  probatorem , dedit eidem  vicecom iti iiij marcas, 
antequam  posset replevinari. E t  Sim on de D on in gton , captus pro sus- 
p icion e la trocin ii, d ed it  eidem  vicecom iti v s antequam  posset replevinari. 
E t Johannes Skerote, ind icta tu s per eundem  probatorem ,- conqueritur quod 
dedit eidem  v icecom iti x x s antequam  posset replevinari. E t R ogeru s le 
E raunceys, Adam  filius Johannis, et Thom as Curry, ind icta ti per eundem , 
dederunt eidem  v icecom iti ij marcas et dim idiam  antequam  possent replevinari. 
E t H enricus de H orseley  conqu eritur de eodem  v icecom iti quod cep it et im- 
p rison avit eum  pro eo quod  atachiari fe c it  Johannem  B rid , qui furabatur 
pannos m atris .sue, et inven it p lacitum  de prosequendo versus eundem  
Johannem , et postea n o lu it prosequi, p ropter quod dedit p ro  deliberacione sua v 
m arcas. E t  W ille lm us de B orneton  conqueritur de eodem  vicecom iti quod, cum  
Em m a T horald  de N ovo Castro •conquesta est de ipso W ille lm o quod in juste 
atachiavit carectem  suam cartatam  feno cum  tribus equis, et postea, pro eo 
qu od  eidem  Em m a n o lu it  prosequi ad proxim um  com itatum , consideratum  fu it  
per ipsum  com itatum  quod  dictus W ille lm u s haberet returnum  carete predicte 
cum  trib u s equis, idem  vicecom es om nia adhuc ei detinet. E t  D yonisia , que 
fu it  uxor G ilberti de B a, conqu eritur de W altero  de Swethop, ba llivo 
liberta tis  de R edisdale, quod  idem  W alterus fe c it  earn arestari apud H irbotil, 
anno lv jt0 regis H en rici u ltim i, nec earn inde recedere perm isit quousque inven- 
isset ei secures p levinas de veniendo ad proxim am  curiam , ub i venire non 
audebat, eo quod  W ille lm u s, filius d icti ba lliv i, rapuit eandem  D yonisiam  et 
d u x it  earn in  Scociam , pro  quo idem  ballivus fe c it  ei predictum  gravam en, 
eo quod  appellav it pred ictum  filium  suum de pred icto rapo, et ideo am erciavit 
earn ad x lu, quas solv it, et p leg ii sui petu nt ab ipsa alias x11, quas d icunt 
se pro  ea solvisse.9

9 A  full account of this case is to  be found in Three Northumbrian Assize Rolls 
{Surt. Soc. publ.), pp. 369-372.




