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I V . — H O L Y S T O N E *

B y  J . C r a w f o r d  H o d g s o n , M .A . ,  F .S .A . ,  a v ic e -p r e s id e n t. 

[R e a d  on th e  2 7 th  F e b r u a r y , 1 9 0 7 .]

T h e  to w n sh ip  o f  H o ly s to n e  in  C o q u e td a le , w ith  an  a re a  o f  

2 0 8 2 * 4 1 1  acres, ord n an ce  d a tu m , w ith  H o ly s to n e  c o m m o n , 8 5 9 1 0 9  

a c re s , is one o f  th e  five d iv is io n s  o f  th e  p a r ish  or c h a p e lr y  o f  

H o ly s to n e , th e  rem ain in g" fo u r  b e in g  B a rro w , D u e s h i l l , H a r b o tt le  

an d  L in s h ie ld s . B y  th e cen su s re tu rn s  o f  1 9 0 1  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  

th e  to w n sh ip  w as re tu rn e d  as 8 1 . ,

T h e  o r ig in  o f  th e  n a m e  o f. th e  p la c e  can  b e  b e s t  d iscu sse d  in  

c o n n e x io n  w ith  th e  sp rin g  o f  w a te r  a li t t le  to th e  n o rth  o f th e  

v i lla g e , ca lle d  on th e  O rd n a n c e  S u r v e y  th e L a d y ’ s W e l l .  T h e  
m y th  th a t  a t  th is  sp o t P a u lin u s , in  on e o f  h is  m is s io n a r y  to u rs , 

a d m in iste re d  th e  sa c ra m e n t o f  b a p tis m  to  a  m u lt itu d e  o f  p eo p le  

is n o t  o f  m o d e rn  g ro w th . I t  is b e liev ed  to h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d e d  

on  a m is in te r p re ta tio n  of th e  w ord s o f  th e  V e n e r a b le  B e d e , w h o  

states th a t  on E a s te r  d a y , 6 2 7 , P a u lin u s  b a p tized  k in g  E d w in —  

n o t a t sanctct petra, i.e. H o ly s to n e — b u t in  S t. P e t e r ’ s c h u r c h  at  

Y o r k . 1 T h e  tr a d itio n  m a y  b e  tra c ed  as fa r  b a c k  as th e  t im e  o f  

L e la n d , w h o  w rites , f S o m e  h o ld  o p in io n  th a t  a t Halistene, or  in

* This paper is largely based on material given to the writer some years ago 
by the late Mr. William Woodman of Morpeth, a vice-president of this society. 
Mr. F. W . Rich has permitted an inspection of the muniments of title to his estate 
of Holystone and has'furnished valuable notes. Material assistance has also been 
rendered by Mr. Robert Blair, F .S .A ., Mr. H. H . E. Craster, M .A ., Mr. D. D. 
Dixon, F .S .A ., the Rev. William Greenwell, D .C .L ., Mr. C. D. Forster, Mr. J. J. 
Howe* Mr. H. R. Leighton, Dr. Sturge, Mr. T. A . Thorp, Mr. R. Welford, and 
Mr. H. M . Wood, B .A ., to all of whom the writer tenders his grateful thanks.

Notices on Holystone and other * places described in the following pages 
may be found in the society’s Proceedings, second series, vol. x ., pp. 45-55.

1 Beda, H ist. BccL, ed. Stevenson, p. 379. Of. H ist, Benv, H at, Club, vol. xii, 

p. 46n, - , '



th e  R iv e r  o f  C o q u e t ,  th e r e a b o u t w e r  3 0 0 0  c h r is te n y d  in  on e d ay

i n  p r i m i t i v a  ec c les ia  S a x . ’ 2  T h e  sto ry  is rep ea ted  in  1 7 2 9  b y

H o r s le y , w h o  w rites  th a t  a t  H o ly s to n e , f P a u lin u s , in  th e  in fa n c y

o f  th e  E n g l is h  c h u r c h , is sa id  to  h a v e  b a p tiz e d  som e th o u sa n d s

o f  p eo p le  \ 3  a n d  th e  a n o n y m o u s  a u th o r  of C h e v io t ,-  su p p osed  to be

w r it in g  a b o u t th e  sa m e  p e rio d , s in g s  : —

Who can forget thee, ,0 thou blest Pauline ?
Thy glorious-converts hallowed the Tyne,
The Coquet, Glen, and lofty Yeveron,
The Romans pav’d the way, thou followd’st on.
They polish’d the people whom they did subdue,
Virtue pretended, pav’d the way for true ;
These pioneers had clear'd the rugged road,
And. in the desert made a path for God.1

T h e se  sta te m e n ts  are e ch oed  b y  W a l l i s ,  w r it in g  in  1 7 6 9 .5 I t  

w ill  h a v e  b een  ob served  t h a t  n o one o f  th ese  a u th o r itie s  ascrib es  

th e  d e d ic a tio n  o f  th e  w e ll  to* S t. M a r y  th e  V i r g i n , 6 a n d  it  is a

m a tte r  fo r  c o n sid e ra tio n  w h eth e r , i n  th e  tr a d itio n  o f  th e  d is tr ic t

w h ic h  a sso cia tes th e  w e ll w ith  th e  n a m e  o f "  S a in t  N in ia n , th ere  

m a y  n o t  b e  fo u n d  th e  g e r m  o f  tr u th  u n d e r ly in g  th e  m y th . I f  

th is  sp ot w ere  in d e ed  on e o f  th e p la ce s  w h ere  S t. N in ia n  p reach ed  

th e  G o s p e l a n d  b a p tiz e d  h is  c o n v e rts , th e  p la c e  w ou ld  be  co n se ­

cra ted  in  th e  tr a d itio n  o f th e  v a le  o f  C o q u et, an d  w o u ld  n o t  o n ly  

a t tr a c t  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  U m f r a m v i l l  w h o w as m in d e d  to fo u n d  

a  c o n v e n t b u t  w o u ld  p re sen t a l iv in g  sto c k  on w h ic h  th e  c h a p ­

la in  o f th a t  c o n v e n t m a y  h av e  e n g r a fte d  B e d e ’s s ta te m e n t co n ­

c e r n in g  P a u lin u s . B e  th is  as it  m a y , th e  p o sitiv e  sta te m e n t, cu t

" Leland, I  tin., vol. vli, p. 59, 1744 ed. C f  P roc . Newcastle Soc. o f  A n tiq ., 
2 series, vol. x, p. 53. ‘ ‘ *- ■ *

3 Horsleyi Northumberland, p. 51. ' '
4 Cheviot: a Poetical Fragment, by R. W ., Newcastle, 1817.
3 Wallis, Northumberland, vol. I, p. 22.
6 There is no. doubt whatever that the church of Holystone was and is under 

the invocation of Saint Mary. C f  Durham Obituary Polls, p. 33 (31 Surt. Soc. 
Jfubl.). C f  Arch. A eh , vol. x iii, p. 339.



on th e  base o f  th e  cross, set u p  in  th e  p oo l in  1 8 6 1  o r  1 8 6 2 ,*  th a t  

£ I n  th is  p la c e  P a u lin u s , th e  b ish o p , b a p t iz e d  3 0 0 0  N o r t h u m ­

b r ia n s , E a s te r  d c x x v i i  ' is  to  b e  re p ro b a ted . T h e  s ta tu e  o f  an  

e c c le sia stic , s ta n d in g  n ear th e  p o o l, asserted  to  b e  th e  fig u re  o f  

P a u lin u s , e v id e n tly  ca m e  o u t o f  th e  y a rd  o f M a tth e w  M i l ls ,  th e  

m a s te r -m a -s o n ,; w h ere  w ere ..cu t th e  figu res  .s e t . u p  o n  th e  b a t t le ­

m e n ts  at th e  re n o v a tio n  o f A ln w ic k  ca stle  b y  th e  firs t  d u k e  o f ’ 

N o r th u m b e r la n d , an d  w as p r o b a b ly  th e  w ork  o f  th e  sa m e  h a n d  

w h ich ' fa sh io n e d  th e  s o -c a lle d  f p r a y in g  m o n k  ’ a.t H u ln e  a n d  th e  

oth er figu res n e a r  B r is le e  in  th e  A ln w ic k  p a r k s . I t  w as p r o b a b ly  

b r o u g h t  u p  fr o m  A ln w ic k  b y  M r . H . H . D a w s o n  o f  A ln w ic k , th e  

p ro p rie to r  o f H o ly s to n e , w h o w rites in  h is .n o te  b o o k :

Inscription at the Lady W ell. c In this fountain called the Lady W ell, on 
the introduction of Christianity in the Saxon reign of Edwin and in the seventh 
century, Paulinus, an: English bishop, baptised about 3,000 people.’ • -

Some remains of a priory for six or eight Benedictine nuns, to which the well 
belonged, are still to be seen in the adjacent village of'Holystone. N .B .— The 
above was put upon a board fastened to the top of a post fixed in the ground on 
the far side of the well, namely, opposite the gate, by R[alph] H[ansom] I)[awson] 
in the year 1819.’ {Ex  Mr. R. H. Dawson’s note book.)

T h e  g r e a te r  p a rt o f  th e to w n sh ip  is w ild  m o o r la n d , b r o k e n  b y  

p la n ta tio n s , -r isin g  to a  h e ig h t  o f  1 1 7 3  fe e t a b o v e  sea  le v e l  a t  

B la c k -h o u s e  o n  th e  w estern  m a rch , .a lth ou g h  a n c ie n t  e n clo su res  

e x is t  n e a r  th e  v i lla g e  o f H o ly s to n e  an d  th e  h o m e ste a d  o f  W o o d - ,  

h a ll . T h e  tr a c t  is w a tered  as w e ll as d ra in ed  b y  th e  b u rn s  a n d  

w atercou rses ca lle d  L o n g -ta e , C o m m o n -s ik e , D o v e c r a g  b u r n , 

Y a r d h o p e  b u r n  an d  H o ly s to n e  b u m , th e  w a ters  o f  w h ic h  u l t i ­

m a te ly  d isc h a rg e  th e m se lv e s  into> th e  C o q u et.

T h e re  are severa l ca irn s on H o ly s to n e  c o m m o n . O f  th e  fo u r  

pr five w h ic h  ap p ea red  n o t  to  h a v e  b een  m a te r ia lly  in te r fe re d  

w ith ,, tv^o .w ere se lected  b y  th e  rev . W i l l i a m  G r e e n w e ll  fo r  e x a m ­

in a tio n  a b o u t th e  y e a r  1 8 7 7 , ; an d  are f u l l y  d esc rib e d  in  h is  w o rk  

on B r i t i s h  B a r r o w s , p p . 4 2 6 -4 2 8 .  T h e  vesse ls  d isc o v e re d  are n o w  

in  th e  B r it is h  M u s e u m .



A  fin e  a x e , fo u n d  n e a r  H o ly s to n e , an d  a g o od  p erfo ra ted  a x e -  
h a m m e r , fo u n d  in  th e  b e d  o f th e  C o q u et , c lose  to th e  v i lla g e , 

w ere  o n c e  in  th e  p o sse ssio n  o f  th e  rev . W i l l i a m  G r e e n w e ll, b u t  are  

n o w  in  th e  c o lle c t io n  o f D r . A l le n  S tu r g e , w h o , o f  th e  fo r m e r ,  

w r i t e s : —

It  is a fine axe in brown flint, of a type found in many parts of the country, 
but more especially in Suffolk. It  is 6£ inches in length by 2£ inches in extreme 
breadth, which is at the cutting edge, whence it narrows down to 1^ inches at the 
butt end. It  is somewhat thin, the extreme thickness being about f  inch. As is 
not uncommon with this type of flint axe, one side is markedly flatter than the 
other, so much so as to suggest, that the use of the implement was rather that of 
an adze than an axe. The greater part of the surface on both sides still retains the 
original chipping of the flint, but the cutting edge has been finely polished and 
there are signs of polish in places more or less over the whole surface.7 . . . The 
Holystone axe-hammer is fairly well described in Evans, Ancient Stone Implements of 
Great Britain, 2 edition, p. 194. It is described as of basalt, 4| inches long, with 
an oval hole and slightly convex sides : the edge, as usual, blunt. . . . The hole 
tapers from each end towards the centre, becoming rather less oval as the narrower 
part is approached. The hammer end is distinctly flattened and shows signs of 
some wear and tear, as also does the cutting end. It is the wear and tear of the 
cutting edge which has caused the blunting referred to by Evans.

T h e  se c tio n  o f  tb e  R o m a n  road  fr o m  B e e m e n iu m , or H ig h  

R o c h e s te r , to W h i t t i n g h a m , w h ic h  crosses th e  H o ly s to n e  m o o r ­

la n d s , is d esc rib e d  b y  M r . M a c L a u c h la n  in  h is  E a s t e r n  B r a n c h  

o f  th e  W a i l i n g  S t r e e t , p . 4 9 .

T b e  fo u n d a t io n  c h a rter  o f  th e  n u n n e r y  fo r  B e n e d ic tin e  n u n s , 

fo u n d e d  b y  th e  g r e a t  h o u se  o f U m f r a m v i ll  a t  H o ly s to n e , is no  

lo n g e r  e x ta n t , n o r  c a n  th e  fo u n d e r  be id en tified  w ith  p re c is io n . 
H e  m a y  h a v e  b een  G i lb e r t  de U m f r a m v i ll ,  ‘ th e  g u a rd ia n  an d  

flo w e r o f  th e  n o r th / 8  o f  w h o m , it  is s ta te d , th e  p rioress an d  co n ­

7 Hr. Sturge also possesses one of the finest axes of this type ever found. It  
was discovered at Burradon in Coquetdale, and is figured in Evans, fig. 47. The 
surface of the flint has been polished all over, so that very little of the chipping 
remains.

8 ‘ Partium Angliae borealium custos et flos singularis.’ Mat. Paris, p. 657. 
Bolls series, vol. iv , p. 415.



v e n t, c ir c a  1 2 4 0 , h e ld  H e lis ta n , C resse n se t (C orsensdde) an d  

S u tt i ld  (q u e ry  S t id d le -h i l l ,  ‘ p a r ish  of C o rse n sid e) as o f  h is  

r e g a lity  o f  R e d e s  d a le . 9 I t  is , h ow ever, p o ss ib le  th a t  th e  fou n d er, 

m a y  h a v e  been, G i lb e r t ’s fa th e r , R ic h a r d  de U m fr ia m v ill.

O n  S e p te m b e r  2 5 th , 1 2 5 5 , H e n r y  h i ,  b e in g  a t -N e w c a s t le , . 

co n firm e d  to th e  p rioress an d  c o n v e n t th ree  acres o f  la n d  a t  a 

p la c e  ca lle d  ‘ H e d re sto r ie ,’ w h ic h  th e y  h a d  b y  th e  g i f t  o f  A l i c e  

de A ln e to ' (q u e ry  A lw in t o n ) , a  w ood  or w aste  c a lle d  B a ld iw in e s -  

w o d e , 1 0  ly in g  b e tw ee n  S ta n to n  an d  T h o r n to n , w ith  c o m m o n  of  

p a stu re , an d  o th er  p r iv ile g e s  in  th e  p a rish  o f M it fo r d , g r a n te d  

th e m  b y  R o g e r  B e r t r a m . 1 1  B y  a n  a g re e m e n t m a d e  in  1 2 7 2  b e ­

tw e en  th e  a b b o t an d  co n v e n t o f N e w m in s te r , o f  t h e  on e p a rt, an d  

A g n e s , th e p rioress, an d  th e  c o n v e n t o f  H o ly s to n e , o f  th e  o th er  

p a rt, an e x c h a n g e  o f la n d s  .'in C a istro n  a n d  F lo tte r to n  w as  

e ffe c te d . 1 2

I n  sp ite  o f th e  p ro te c tio n  a fford ed  to th e  c o n v e n t b y  th e ir  

p r o x im it y  to th e  stro n g  castle  o f H a r b o tt le , b u i l t  b y  H e n r y  i i ,  

th e  n u n s  fr e q u e n tly  su ffered  fr o m  th e  d ep red a tio n  o f  th e  S c o ts , 

b o th  o f th e  r e g u la r  fo rc es  a n d  o f  ra id ers w h o  c o u ld  e a s ily  stea l  

d ow n  th e  v a lle y  o f  th e  A lw in e  th r o u g h  K id la n d . I t  m a y  h a v e  

b e e n  fo r  som e su ch  reason  th a t  th e  c o n v e n t re c e iv ed  fr o m  D a v id ,  

°  k in g  o f  S c o t la n d , a  g r a n t  o f la n d  at R o x b u r g h  fo r  w h ic h , w ith  

th e  S c o ttis h  n o b le s , c le rg y , e tc ., M a r g e r y , th e  p rio ress o f H a l i -  

sta n , d id  h o m a g e  to E d w a rd  i  a t  B e rw ic k , 2 8  A u g . ,  1 2 9 6 . H e r  

sea l is on e o f  th e  fo u rte e n  re m a in in g  a tta ch e d  to  th e  d o c u m e n t . 

I t  is  o f  g re e n  w a x  v e s ic a  sh ap e . I n  a  c o m p a r tm e n t  re p re -

9 Testa de N evill; Hodgson, Northumberland, pt. h i, vol. i, p. 213.
10 This place, now known as Nunriding, in the parish of Mitford, was granted 

by the crown, Feb. 12, 1544/5, to John Bellow and John Broxholme. C f  Ninth  
Report o f  D ep . Keeper o f  P ub . Records, App. 2, p. 168.

11 Dugdale, Monasticon (ed. Caleg), vol. iv, p. 197* 'Gal. Charter Rolls, 1226- 
1257, p. 450.

12 Newminster Chariulary, p. 141 (66 Surt. Soc. publ.). _



sen  ting* a  c h u rc h  w ith  ce n tra l to w e r, th e V ir g in  crow n ed , w ith  

H o ly  C h ild , b e n e a th  is a  n u n  p r a y in g . I t  bears th e  le g e n d  t v

VIRGENIS E IL I SVCVRRE M A R IE .13

G e o ffr e y  f le  ta n n o u r  ’ o f  H o ly s to n e , h a v in g  v o lu n te e re d  fo r  

se rv ice  in  S c o t la n d , h a d  a p ard o n  1 0  lSTo v ., 1 3 0 3 , fo r  th e  s la y in g  
o f  a  c e rta in  L a v e r d  o f S h a r p e rto n . 1 4

T h e  n u n n e r y  b e in g  p ossessed  o f  t h e ‘ch u rch es o f  C rossan set  

an d  H a lis t a n , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  ch a p e l o f  H ir b o t i l l ,  w h ic h  w as  

a c c u sto m e d  to  be  served  b y  a  p e r p e tu a l v ic a r , an d  th in g s  g o in g  

b a d ly  w ith  th e  n u n s  on a c c o u n t o f  th e ir  p la c e  b e in g  n e a r  th e  

h ig h w a y  a n d  th e re  b e in g  n o  other, s im ila r  h ou se  n e a r  th e m , an d  

th e ir  h a v in g  to g iv e  h o s p ita lity  to  m a n y  g u e sts  an d  so ld iers, an d  
to be  su b je c te d  to  th e  r a id in g s  o f  th e  S c o t s ; th e  b ish o p  o f D u r ­

h a m , on  F e b . 5 , 1 3 1 1 /2 , m a d e  over th e  ch u rch es a foresa id  o f  

C ro ssa n se t an d  H a lis t a n  w ith  th e  c h a p e l o f  H e r b o t i l l  to H o l y ­

sto n e , to> b e c o m e  on e  w ith  H o ly s to n e , an d  th e  n u n s h a v e  the

p roceed s o f T h e th re e . I n  order th a t  th e  cu re o f  sou ls sh a ll n ot

b e  de tr im e n  ted , in  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  th e  ord in an c e  o f  th e n o b le  

m a n , S ir  R ic h a r d  de U m f r a v i l l ,  th e  b ish o p  decrees th a t  th e  n u n s  

s h a ll  a p p o in t a  p ro p e r  re c to r , or m a ste r , w h o  sh a ll b e  m a in ta in e d  

b y  th e  num s p ro p e rly , b u t  to  h av e  .nothing* b e y o n d  h is m a in te n ­

an ce. I n  case o f  fa u lt  h e  can  be  d ism isse d  b y  th e  b is h o p . 1 5  I n  

th e  sa m e  m o n th  o f  F e b r u a r y  th e  arch d e a co n  o f  JNTorthumberland  

h a d  a  m a n d a te  to in d u c t  th e  n u n s  in  th e  v ic a ra g e  o f  H a r b o t t le . 16  

I n  th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r  th e  b ish o p , being* at B ish o p  M id d le h a m , 

issu ed  letters  te s t im o n ia l d a ted  J u n e  6 th , 1 3 1 3 , in  w h ic h , a fte r  
setting* o u t th e  m is e r a b le  c o n d itio n  o f th e  n u n s , w h o  h a d  b een  m u c h  

in ju re d  b y  th e  S c o ttis h  in v a d ers  an d  th iev es , h e  ask ed  on th e ir  

b e h a lf  th e  a lm s  o f th e  f a i t h fu l  to  p re v e n t th e m  fr o m  b e g g in g . 17

13 Cal. Doc. Rel. Scotland,* Bain, vol. n , pp. 213, 534.
14 Gal. P at. Bolls, 1301-1307, p. 173.
15 Reg. Pal. D un . (K ellav'e’s Register), vol. ii, p. 1152.
16 Ibid.y vol. i, p. 137.
17 Letters from  N ortkern Registers, Raine, p. 217 (Rolls Series).



T h e  tro u b le s  o f  th e  n u n s  c o n tin u e d  a n d  th e ir  c la m o u r  re a c h e d  

th e  ears o f  k in g  E d w a rd  i i i , w h o m  th e  p rio ress b e s o u g h t  to do  

s o m e t h in g 'fo r  h e r  in  aid  o f h e r  m a in te n a n c e , fo r  th a t  th e  c o n ­

v e n t 's  g r a n g e s  an d  corn  h a d  b een  b u r n t  in ' th e  la s t  S c o ttish ' in ­

v a s io n  an d  th e ir  a n im a ls  p lu n d e re d . S h e  o b ta in e d  an  o rd er , 

1  A u g . ,  1 3 3 3 , fo r  1 0  q u a rters o f  w h e a t to  be  g iv e n  to  h e r  o u t  o f  th e  

ro y a l stores at N e w c a s t le , 1 8  T h e  la n d s  a t R o x b u r g h  g r a n te d  to  

th e  p r io ry  b y  k in g  D a v id  h a v in g  b een  re su m e d  a n d  a p p ro p r ia ted  

to th e  h o sp ita l o f  S t . P e te r  in  R o x b u r g h  b y  A le x a n d e r  i , th e  
p rio ress  p e titio n e d  fo r  c o m p e n sa tio n  an d - o b ta in e d , 15  D e c .,  

1 3 3 7 , fr o m  E d w a r d  i i i ,  th e  c o n fir m a tio n  of an  o rd e r  u p o n  th e  

c h a m b e r la in  o f  B e r w ic k  fo r  a  p en sio n  o f 5 I. 6 5 . StZ. to  

b e  p a id  d u r in g  th e  k in g 's  p le a su re , ou t o f  th e  fa r m  o f B e r w ic k -  

o n -T w e e d . 19

M a r g e r y  de H o r s le y , w h o  h a d  ru le d  th e  h o u se  as p rio re ss , 

d ied  in , or s h o r tly  b e fo re , 1 3 4 2 , w h en  E liz a b e th  de S u s s e x  w as  

e le c te d  in  h e r  r o o m . 2 0

T h e  n eed s o f th e  h ou se  s t ill  o u ts tr ip p in g  th e ir  m e a n s , th e  

p rio ress  a n d  c o n v e n t o b ta in e d  fr o m  p op e  G r e g o r y  x i  a  m a n d a te , 

g iv e n  a t A v ig n o n  in  N o v e m b e r , 1 3 7 5 , to  th e b is h o p  o f D u r h a m ,  

to a p p ro p ria te  to th e  A u g u s t in ia n  (sic)  -ab b ess an d  c o n v e n t o f  

H a le s to n  a lia s  S a c r o p e t r a , fo u n d e d  b y  th e  a n c e sto rs  o f  G ilb e r t  d e  

D m f r a v i l le ,  e a r l o f  A n g u s , w h ic h  h a d  su ffe re d  b y  th e  c o n tin u a l  

b o rd er  fo ra y s  b etw een . E n g la n d  a n d  S c o t la n d , T h e  c h u r c h  o f  
A lv e n t o n  [A lw in to n ] , of' th e  p a tr o n a g e  o f th e  said  e a r l, w h o  h a d  

g iv e n  it  to th e m . T h e  a p p ro p ria tio n  w as to  ta k e  e ffe c t a t  th e  

n e x t  a v o id a n c e , an d  th e  b ish o p  w as to ass ig n  a  p o rtio n  f o r  th e

18 Gal. Close Molls, 1333-1339, p. 69. Two petitions from the prioress and 
convent of Holystone are.preserved in the.Public Record Office : they are numbered
respectively 4107 and 9190. Of. Lists and Indexes, No. 1, p. 41.

™ Ibid. 1337-1339, p. 223. Cf. Cal. Pat. Molls, 1399-1401, p. 359.



m a in te n a n c e  o f  a p e r p e tu a l v i c a r . 2 1  T h is  a p p ro p r ia tio n  w as ca r­
ried  in to  e ffe c t b y  th e  b ish o p  in  1 3 7 8 . 2 2

T h e  n a m e  o f  on e o f  th e  in m a te s  o f  th e  h ou se  h as b een  p re ­

serv ed  in  a n  in d u lt  w h ic h  sh e  h a d  su ffic ien t in flu en c e  to p ro cu re  

fr o m  p o p e  B o n ifa c e  i x ,  w h o , a t  S t. P e te r 's  in  R o m e , in  A p r i l ,  

1 3 9 9 , g r a n te d  p e r m iss io n  to  J o a n  S w y n h o w  (w ith  o th ers), an  

A u g u s t in ia n  (sic)  n u n  o f  S t. M a r y Js, H a -lysta n e , in  th e d iocese  o f  

D u r h a m , th a t  th e  c o n fe sso r  o f  h e r  ch o ice  m ig h t  g r a n t  h er in  th e  
h o u r  o f d ea th , b e in g  p e n ite n t , p le n a ry  r e m is s io n . 2 3

T h e  p e n sio n  c h a rg e d  or co n firm ed  on  th e  re v en u e s  o f  B e rw ic k  

b y  E d w a r d  i i i  in  fa v o u r  o f  th e  p rioress a n d  c o n v e n t in  c o m p e n sa ­

tio n  fo r  th e  loss o f  th e ir  la n d  in  R o x b u r g h , an d  re su m e d  a p p a r­

e n tly  b y  A le x a n d e r  i ,  h a v in g  fa l le n  in to  a rre a r , S ir  G era rd  

H e r o n , th e  c h a m b e r la in  o f B e r w ic k , w as a d m o n ish e d , 2 8  J u n e , 

1 4 2 6 , to  see t h a t  th e  n u n s  w ere p a id  w h a t w as d u e to th e m . 2 4

A  d eed  d a te d  1 0  A p r i l ,  1 4 3 2 , re c o rd in g  th e  e le c tio n  o f  

K a th e r in e  M o ll  to  be p rioress o f  H o ly s to n e  on  th e  d ea th  o f  

J o h a n n a  B a g o t , la te  p rio ress  o f  th e  sa m e , is p reserved  in  th e  

T r e a s u r y  a t D u r h a m . A p p e n d e d  to it  is th e  seal o f  th e c o n v e n t. 

O v a l, 2 f  in ch es  x 1-| in c h e s . O u r  L a d y  s e a te d  h o ld in g  C h r is t .

S I G I ...................... E M ............................AN.*

T h e  p rio ry  o f  H o ly s to n e , b e in g  on e o f  th e  lesser m o n a ste r ies , 

w as d isso lv e d  b y  th e  sta tu te  2 7  H e n r y  v i i i  (1 5 3 5 ) , cap. 2 8 , w h en  

its  p o sse ssio n s p assed  to  th e  crow n . T h e y  co m p rise d  th e  p arcels  
set o u t  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  ta b le  :

21 Cal. Papal Registers {Letters), vol. rv, p. 214.

22 Bishop Hatfield's Register, 2 Ric. i i  ; Hodgson, Northumberland, pt. i i i , 
vol. ii, pp. 116-118.

23 Cal. Papal Records {Letters), vol. v , pp. 225, 235.

2i Cal. Doc. R eV to  'Scotland, Bain, vol. rv, p'. 203/ ‘

* Durham Treas. Misc. Chart. No. 6567. ’ * ‘ '



A c c o u n t  o f  G e o r g e  W i l k i n s o n , c o l l e c t o r  o f  r e n t s  a n d  f a r m e r  o f  t h e  l a t e

DISSOLVED PRIORY OF HALYSTONE, IN THE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND,

f r o m  M i c h a e l m a s , 1539, t o  M i c h a e l m a s , 1540.

Tenant.

John Heron

H olding.
 : v -

George Lynton 
Ralph Grene ... 
Elizabeth Lynton 
John Soppeth... 
Edward Grene 
The miller 
—  Robson 
Gilbert Stephenson 
George Stephenson 
Andrew Meenes 
John Hyminshe

John Rede, Edward 
Rede, and Gilbert 
Rede.

W  illiam Rede and 
his mother, Arthur 
Browne and J ohn 
Browne.

— Chaters and other 
tenants.

—  Clyfton ................

FARM OF DEMESNE LANDS.

Site of the late priory, together with one 
little unenclosed garth of half an acre ; one 
close called the Well-feld containing 20 
acres of arable, wood, and w aste; one close 
called the Whete-banke containing 6 acres 
of arable ; one messuage and one cottage in 
Thare-manne, late in the hands of the said 
priory ; one close called the Barne-yardes, 
with one dove-cote within the same, con­
taining 2 acres ; one close called the Daye- 
house-hill now lying unenclosed, containing 
100 acres of poor upland pasture.

HALYSTONE TOWNSHIP.

One tenement
One cottage

One tenement 
One cottage 
One tenement 

>>
One mill ............... -
One tenement in Sharperton ...
One parcel of land in Clyfton, containing 200 

acres of poor pasture, lying waste.

Total for Halystone ... (sic)

RIDDESDAYLL 

One tenement called Corsensyde ................

Diverse tenements called the Brighouses

Diverse tenements called the Wodhouses 

One tenement called Risingham

Total for Riddesdayll ...

Rent.

£  s. d.
40 0 0

0 12 0
0 2 0
0 2 0
0 2 0
0 2 0
0 4 0
0 2 0
0 4 0
0 4 0
2 0 0
0 12 0

£4 0 0

1 0 0

2 0 0

o 0 0

0 4 0



Tenant. Holding. Rent.

John Galon ... ' ...

— Browne 
John JFenwyke 
The rector of Meldon, 
John Howden senior 

and John Howden 
junior.

Cuthbert Shafto 
John Bell

Richard Rutherford . 

Perceval Smith

John Heron ...

j j
/

,,

DIVERSE TOWNSHIPS.

One parcel of land called iNunehope, .in 
Wrighell.

One cottage called Clay-porte in Alnwick ...
One parcel of land in Wallyngton ................
One messuage in Babyngton .............................
Diverse tenements in Nune-rydyng ...

One tenement in Shokryngton* ... J 
One tenement near the Stamm  of the parish 

church o f . St. Nicholas, 14s. ; one cottage 
outside the New-gate, 2s. ; and one cottage 
in a street unspecified, 2s. lOd. ; all being 
in the town of. Newcastle.

Rent from the manor of Rowchester; one 
quarter of wheat or ... . r..

One cottage in Thirenam

Total for diverse townships {sic)

S p i r i t u a l i t i e s .

The rectory of Alanton with the glebe and 
all other small tithes of the rectory 

The rectory of Corsynsyde, with the smaii
tithes' ‘ ' ... ................

The rectory of Halystone, with the small 
tithes and oblations ................

Total for Spiritualities................

£  s. a. 

0 4 0

0 4 0 
0 10 0
1 0 0 
1 6 8 '

0 1 10 
0 2 10

0 8 0 
0 1 0

£3 15 10

24 6 8 

■7 13 4 

4 0 0

36 0 0

Sum total ... 50 19 10

Deduct from the above rent of £12 19s. 10d., paid from Halystone, 
Riddesdayll, and diverse townships, one-half year’s rent due 
at Martinmas, 1539, which was received by the nuns of the said 
priory before December 21st, 1539, -when the monastery came
into the king’s h a n d s .............................

Deduct one half-year’s rent for Corsensyde, which tenement was lying 
waste and was in dispute with the inhabitants of Riddesdayle, so 
that |no rent could be collected .............................

Carried forward ...
......................* - '

6 9 11 

0 10 0

£6 19 11



R en t.

Brought forward ...
Deduct for stipends of curates : namely for the vicar of the parish 

church of Alanton, £4 13s. 4d. ; for the vicar of the parish church 
of Corsensyde, £4 ; for the vicar of the parish church of 
Halystone, £4 ...

Deduct for a pension or synodal payment to the archdeacon of North­
umberland out of the churches or rectories of Alanton and
Corsensyde .................................................................................  * v-

Deduct for John Howden’s fee for one half-year as wood-ward' of 
Nunryding, 4s., for George Wilkynson’s fee for one half-year as 
collector, 10s.; for George Stephenson’s fee for one half-year as 
wood-ward of Halystone, 2s.;  for the fee of the auditor’s 
clerk, 2s.; to ta l.......................................................* . . .

Total of deductions ................
Balance, of which £3 13s. 4d. has been paid to the receiver, William  

Grene, at diverse times, without receipt given ; of which 
£25 6s. 8d. has been paid by John Heron (namely £2 for farm 
of the demesne and £23 6s. 8d. for spiritualities) and of which 

» 2s. is in arrear ... ... ................ ..........................................

£  s, d.
6 19 11

12 13 4

.1 . 6 8

0 18 0

2 M 7  11

29 1 11

I n  1 5 4 3 , th e  site  o f  th e  h ou se  w ith  th e  d em esn e  w as g r a n te d  

b y  th e  crow n  on a  tw e n ty -o n e  y e a rs5 lea se  to  R ic h a r d  L is le , a t  th e  

reserv ed  re n t o f 21. B y  th e  sam e lea se  th e lessee  h e ld  th e  re c ­

to ries  o f  A lw in t o n , C o rsen sid e  an d  H o ly s to n e , ait th e  re n t o f  36Z., 

o u t o f  w h ich  th ere  w as p a id  su m s a m o u n tin g  to 1 21. 135 . 4 d .  to  

th e  re sp ec tiv e  cu rates o f  th e se  c h u rch e s fo r  th e ir  w a g e s  or s t i ­

p en d s. A  s im ila r  lea se  w as g r a n te d  in  1 5 7 9  fo r  th e  l ik e  te r m ,  

to  T r is tr a m  F e n w ic k  (q u e ry  o f B r in k b u r n )  a n d  J o h n  F e n w ic k  

o f W a l k e r .25 ^

T h e  D e b a te a b le  an d  B o rd e r  la n d s  w ere su rv e y e d  in  1 6 0 4  b y  

c o m m a n d  o f J a m es i  b y  J o h n so n  an d  G o o d w y n . w h o  sta te d  th a t  

th e  p a rish  o f  H o ly s to n e  co m p rise d  1 6  h ou ses w ith  9 ‘ o u th o u s e s / 

2 0  acres o f  m e a d o w , 7 7 \  acres o f  a ra b le  la n d , 3 1 0  acres o f  p astu re

25 Cf. Dugdale, vol. iv, p. 197. By his will dated Oct. 10, 1580, John 
Fenwick of Walker gave his lease of the tithes of Allenton, Halyston,*etc., to his 
wife Isabel. Durham Wills and Inventories, vol. i i  (38 Surt. Soc. publ.), p . 35.



w ith  a  c o m m o n  o f 3 5 0 0  acres, to g e th e r  m a k in g  a  to ta l o f  3 9 0 8  

acres. T h e re  w ere  2 0  c u s to m a ry  te n a n ts  w h o  to g e th e r  p a id  ren ts  

a m o u n tin g  to  6 1. 7 s .2Q

H o l l ist o n e s  P a r i s h , 1 6 0 4 .

Places.

Woodhall

Holli­
stones

Lenteron
Cluglie

Yardope

Woode-
houses

Prates-
erofte

ae. r. p.
90 1 0

40(s2*c) 2 0

Holding.

41 0 0

133 2 0

82 0 0

20 0 0

Tenant.

Gyles Hall 
George Hall

William Linton

Persivall Pott

John Wilkinson

John Steeles

Edward Potte

Bartholomew Potte

Thomas Potte

Edward Hall

Thomas Pott

Peter Potte 
Robert Potte 
Persivall Potte

John Charter, sen.

John Charter, jun.

William Potte

Andrew Charter ...

John Hedley

William Hall

house

house 
and mill 
house

-  {

house .

Former Tenant.

Formerly held by Alex­
ander Hall their father.

Formerly held by John 
Linton his father.

Formerly held by John 
Wilkinson his father.

Formerly held by Roger 
Potte his father.

Formerly held by Robert) 
Potte his father.

Formerly held by George 
Potte his father.

Formerly held by Alex­
ander Hall his father.

Formerly held by Robert 
Pott his father.

Formerly held by William  
Potte their father.

Holds ‘ by discent. ’

Formerly held by Ambrose 
Charter his father.

Formerly held by George 
Charter his father.

Formerly held by An­
thony Potte his father.

Formerly held by Cuth- 
bert Charter his father.

Formerly held by Robert 
Hedley his father.

Holds ‘ by discent.'

26 Survey o f  the Debateqble and Border Lands, ed. Sanderson, p. 92.



B y  L e tte rs  P a te n t  d ated  2 1  D e c e m b e r , 1 6 0 4 , J a m e s  i  g r a n te d  

to h is

* dearly beloved and faithful counsellor 5 George‘Hume, Lord Hume of Berwick, his 
heirs and assigns, ‘ All that our site of the late priory of Haliston in the aforesaid 
county of Northumberland, and our one little garden in Haliston etc. lately en­
closed containing by estimation half an acre of arable land, and all that our close 
in Haliston aforesaid called Well-field containing by estimation twenty acres of 
arable, wood and waste land, and all that our close of land there called the Wheat- 
bank, containing by estimation six acres of arable land, and all that our close 
there called the Nun-close, containing by estimation twenty acres of arable land} 
and one messuage and cottage in Thor mane* in the aforesaid county of Northum­
berland, heretofore and lately being in the hands of the prior {sic) of the said late 
priory of Haliston, and all that our close there called the Barn-yards containing by 
estimation two acres, and one dovehouse being within the said close, and all that 
our close there called the Dayhouse-hill now not enclosed containing by estimation 
one hundred acres of pastureland upon the mountain there, and all that our rectory 
and church of Hallanton, etc. etc., and all that our rectory and church of Haliston, 
etc. etc., lately parcel of the lands and possessions of the said late priory of 
H aliston .......................’

T h e  g r a n te e  w as to p a y  y e a r ly  to th e  c u r a te  o f  th e  p a r ish  

ch u rch  o f A lla n t o n  4Z. 13s. 4  d , fo r  h is  w ages j  to th e  cu ra te  o f  

th e  c h u r c h  o f  H a lis t o n  4Z. fo r  h is  w a g e s . T h e  g r a n t  was. s u b je c t ' 

to th e -p a y m e n t  o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  fee  fa r m  re n ts , v i z . ,  th e  s ite  o f  

th e  h o u se  an d  d em esn e  la n d s  o f  H a lis t o n  21., th e  r e c to r y  o f  

A lla n t o n  24Z. 6 5 . 8 d .,  th e  re c to ry  o f H a lis t o n  4Z. T h e  stip e n d s  

to be  p a id  to th e  cu rates  w ere  to  be a llo w e d  to  th e  g r a n te e  fr o m  

th e  fe e  fa r m  r e n ts . 2 7

I n  a d d itio n  to th e p rio ry  o f  H o ly s to n e , lo rd  H u m e  o b ta in e d , 

2 9  J a n u a r y , 1 6 0 4 /5 ,  th e s e ig n io ry  o f W a r k -o n -T y n e  a n d  th e  lo r d ­

sh ip  o f C o q u e td a le , w h ic h  g r a n t  is  h e ld  to d esc rib e  th e  r e g a lity  

o f  R e d e s d a le . 2 8  H e  w as also crea ted  earl o f  D u n b a r , b u t  d ied  

at W h i t e h a l l  2 9 t h  J a n u a r y , 1 6 1 1 ,29 le a v in g  tw o  d a u g h te rs  an d

* Thernbam, now Farnham.
27 Pat. Polls, 2 Jac. pars 19. These fee farm rents were sold by the trustees 

for the sale of fee-farm rents to Catford, Wardell and Mitford.
28 Hodgson, Northumberland, pt. 11 , vol. i, p. 77. Ibid.



coh eiresses* v iz .,  A n n e , w ife  o f  S ir  J a m e s  S u m e  of C ow d en  

E n o w e s , a n d  E liz a h e t h , w ife  o f  T h e o p h ilu s , lord  H o w a rd  de  

W a l d e n . T h e  la t te r , 1 2  J a n u a r y , 1 6 1 3 /4 , o b ta in e d  a c o n firm a tio n  
or r e g r a n t  o f  h e r  fa th e r 's  N o r th u m b e r la n d  e s ta te s .30

T h e o p h ilu s , lo rd  H o w a r d , w h o  in  1 6 2 6  su cceed ed  h is fa th e r  

as se co n d  earl o f  S u ffo lk , b y  in d e n tu r e  o f b a rg a in  a n d  sa le , 

d ate d  2 0  M a y , 1 6 3 7 , co n v e y e d  th e re c to ry  a n d  ch u rch  of A lw in to n  

a n d  th e  r e c to r y  a n d  c h u r c h  o f  H o ly s to n e , e tc ., to  J o h n  S a n d e rso n  

o f  H e a le y , g e n t ., an d  A n d r e w  R u th e r fo r d  o f  H a r b o tt le , y e o m a n , 

in  fe e . S a n d e rs o n  a n d  R u th e r fo r d  b e g a n  to  d is m e m b e r  th e  tw o  

re cto ries , a n d  b y  in d e n tu re  o f  re le a se  d a te d  19  M a r c h , 1 6 3 9 /4 0 ,  
c o n v e y e d  to  W i l l i a m  S e lb y  o f B id d le s to n  a ll th e  tith e s , g re a t and  

s m a ll , o f  B id d le s to n , E li la w , H a r d e n , C o a tw a lls , F o x to n , B a t t le -  

s h ie l -h e u g h , B u r r a d o n , P u n c h e rto n  an d  S h a rp e rto n , £ b e in g  one  

f u l l  th ir d  p a rt o f  th e  t ith e s  o f  th e  rectories  o f  A lw in t o n  and  

H a -lis ta n e .' T w o  y e a rs  la te r , b y  in d e n tu re  o f re lease  d ated  2 0  

J u ly , 1 6 4 2 , S a n d e rso n  a n d  R u th e r fo r d  c o n v e y e d  th e  t ith e s , g re a t  

a n d  s m a ll ,  o f  H a ir h a u g h , W o o d h o u s e s , D a v y h o u se s , H a ly s ta n e ,  

L a n tr e n s id e , W e s t e r  a n d  E a s te r  E a rd h o p e , W o o d h a ll ,  B a r r o w -  

c a lf -le a , W i lk w o o d , R id le y s , F a ir  F i l lu p , S h il lm o r e , K ir k h o p e ,  

a n d  F o u l  P h i l ip , M a r k d e n , C o m e sm e re  (P ), E lr ig b u r n  ( ? ) ,  a n d  

B lin d b u r n , C a r le c ro ft , F a ir h a u g h , Q u ic k e n in g -c o a t  an d  A d o n  

S h ie ld s , L in b r id g e  a n d  W h it e s id e ,  O v e r  a n d  N e th e r  A lle n to n ,  

C le n n e ll  a n d  N e w to n , a n d  th a t  parcel o f  th e  g r e a t an d  sm a ll tith e s  

o f  S h a r p e r to n  w h ic h  w ere n o t th e n  so ld  t o  W i l l i a m  S e lb y , w h ic h  

p re m ise s  w ere ta k e n  to be  o n e -th ird  p a r t  o f  th e  rectories o f  H o l -  
l is to n  an d  A lle n t o n .

O n  th e  c o m p le tio n  o f th is  sa le  th e  S an d erson s w ere s till  p os­

sessed o f  t ith e s  a n d  g le b e , a p p a r e n tly  re p re se n tin g  a  th ird  p art  

o f th e  tw o  re c to r ie s , p a rce ls  o f w h ic h  th e y  se em  to h av e  a lie n a te d  

fr o m  t im e  to  t im e  u n t i l  6 an d  7  F eb .-, 1 7 1 2 /3 , w h en  G e o rg e



S a n d e rso n  an d  B a rb a ra  S a n d e rso n , h is  m o th e r , c o n v e y e d  th e  

re sid u e  o f th e ir  p ro p e rty  to S ir  R e g in a ld  G r a h a m , b a n t., w h o  p u r ­

ch a sed  in  tr u st fo r  T h o m a s  W i l l i a m  S e lb y  o f B id d le s to n .31

H a v in g  reach ed  th is  s ta g e , it  w ill  be c o n v e n ie n t to  sp lit  u p  

th e  h is to ry  o f  su ccessiv e  p ro p rietors in to  se c tio n s , ra n g e d  u n d e r  

th e  h ead s s e t -o u t  in  th e s u rv e y  of 1 6 0 4 , b u t  ta k e n  in  a  s l ig h t ly  

d iffe re n t ord er , v i z .,  H o ly s to n e , W o o d h a ll ,  L a n te r n s id e  or  

C a m p v ille , Y a r d h o p e , £ P r a te s e r o fte / W o o d h o u s e s .

T H E  SITE OE TH E PRIORY AND T H E 'D E M E SN E  OF HOLYSTONE.

B y  in d e n tu re  o f  re lease  d ated  11 N o v .,  1 6 5 8 , J o h n  S a n d e rso n  

(o f H e a le y )32 an d  W i l l i a m  S a n d e rso n , h is  son , C u th b e r t  R u th e r ­

fo r d , J o h n  T h ir lw a ll  an d  M a r y  T h ir lw a .ll, w id o w , c o n v e y e d  to  

R o b e r t  P o tt  o f  H a llis t o n , y e o m a n , th e  c a p ita l m e s s u a g e , m o n a s ­

te ry , -p rior-sea t, fa r m h o ld  or p arce l o f g r o u n d  c a lle d  H a ll is t a n  

a b b e y , a n d  th e  tith es  o f  corn  a n d  p e tty  tith e s  o f th e  sa m e , th e n  

in  th e  o c c u p a tio n  o f th e  said  R o b e r t  P o tt . T h e  n a m e s  o f  R o b e r t  

P o tt  an d  G e o rg e  P o t t  are en tered  in  th e B o o k  o f R a te s  o f . 1 6 6 3  

as p ro p rietors  o f  la n d s in  H o ly s to n e .33

31 The following documents relate to Mr. Selby’s pur party of the rectories of 
Alwinton and Holystone:

6 & 7 Jan. 1667. Indentures of Lease and Release between Thomas Errington 
' gent, and Janies Howard esq. of the one part, and Thomas Selby esq. George

Clarkson esq. and George Perryer and Henry Bosworth gentlemen of the other.
7 Jan. 1667. Bargain and Sale enrolled in Chancery between Thomas 

Krrington gent, and James Howard’ .esq. of the one part and Thomas Selby esq. 
George Clarkson esq. and George Perryer and Henry Bosworth gentlemen of the 
other part. *■

1 & 2 April, 1672. Indentures of Lease' and ‘Release between George 
Clarkson esq. and George Perryer and Henry Bosworth gentlemen of the one 
part and Thomas Selby esq. of the other part.'

C f  Hodgson, Northumberland, pt. i i , vol. i, p. 79n.

32 A  pedigree of Sanderson of Healey may be found in the new H istory o f  
Northumberland, vol. vi, p. 173.

33 Hodgson, Northumberland, pt. ill, vol. i, p. 272.



O n  N o v . 1 8 , 1 7 0 3 , W i l l i a m  P o tts  o f  H o ly s to n e , g e n t ., m o r t ­

g a g e d  h is  la n d s  th e re  to G e o r g e  P o tts  o f  A ln w ic k , g e n t ., to  

secu re  2 5 0 Z ., a n d  a t  th e  e le c tio n  o f k n ig h ts  o f  th e  sh ire  in  1 7 1 0  

W i l l i a m  P o tts  o f  H o ly s to n e  v o te d  in  re sp ec t o f  la n d s in  th is  

p la c e .*  H e  d ied  s .p . ,  le a v in g  a  w id o w , I s a b e l , w ho h a d  a  jo in tu re  

o f 1 2 1, p er  a n n u m  p a y a b le  o u t  o f  H o ly s to n e , fo r  w h ic h  a n n u ity  

h e r se co n d  h u s b a n d , J a m e s  M a u g h lin g  o f  B e rw ic k , v o te d  a t the  

e le c tio n  o f  k n ig h t s  o f  th e  sh ire  in  1 7 3 4 . O n  th e  d eath  o f  W i l ­

l ia m  P o t t s ,34 H o ly s to n e  p assed  to  h is  b ro th e r  J o h n  P o tts  o f  N e w ­

c a stle , w h o , w ith  J u d ith  h is  w ife , so ld  H o ly s to n e , -30 S ep t. 1 7 3 0 ,  

to E liz a b e th  G r e y  o f A ln w ic k , w id o w . H e , h o w e v e r , re ta in e d  a 

l i fe  in te r e st  a n d  h is  n a m e  re m a in s  on  th e  p o ll-b o o k  o f  1 7 3 4 .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  w ills  p reserved  in  th e  P ro b a te  R e g is tr y  a t  

D u r h a m  illu s tr a te  th e  in te r m a r r ia g e s  o f  th e  fa m ilie s  o f  P o tts ,  

G r e y  a n d  F o r s t e r :

3 March, 1700. W ill of Nicholas Forster of Alnwick merchant. I  give to 
my mother Catherine Forster of Alnwick all my close called Greens-close and 
after her death I give the same to my brother Mark Forster ; remainder to my 
sister Ann Potts. Pr. 1701.

29 April, 1701. W ill of Catherine Forster of Alnwick widow. I give to my 
grand, son Thomas son of George Potts of Alnwick all my lands in Alnwick. My 
daughter Ann his mother. Pr. 1703.

* 28 N ov., 1724. W ill of William Potts of Fairnham in the parish of 
Alwinton. Being sick of body, etc. I give my estate at Holystone to my brother 
John Potts of Newcastle. Remainder to John Davison son of Alexander Davison 
of Uswayford. I give my crop etc. at Fairnham to my wife Isabel, and my personal 
estate at Quickeningcote at Hallyston to my brother John. Of my charge upon 
the estate of Carlecroft I give 200/. to my brother John ; 30/. to my natural son 
Percival and [a similar sum] to my sister Davison of Uswayford. To George 
Walby of Holystone 10/. To the schoolmaster 30s. per annum for teaching poor 
children of Holystone, To John Haswell son of my sister Haswell 1/. Is. To my 
sister Waugh of Jedburgh 1/. Is. To my brother-in-law Andrew Waugh of 
Alnwick 10/. To my nephew William Bum 40/. when 16 years of age. My 
nephew George Davison. My wife Isabel and my brother John Potts executors.

S4 William Potts, son of Michael Potts of Halisteine, gent., was apprenticed 
2 April, 1676, to Thomas Smith of Newcastle, boothman. Newcastle Merchant 
Adventurers^ Dendy, vol: ii, p. 303 (101 Surt. Soc. publ.). -



20 Sept., 1726. W ill of Mark Forster of Alnwick gent. I give my two 
closes in Alnwick to my sister Ann Potts : remainder to my niece Elizabeth Grey.
I give 200Z. apiece to Ann and Catherine Grey daughters of the said Elizabeth 
Grey. I give to the master of Alnwick school 15£. per annum. To the minister 
of Alnwick a house in Clayport. Executors my wife Barbara and my brother 
Nicholas Woodhouse. Pr. 1726. Paine, Testamenta Dunelm .

E liz a b e th  G r e y  w as th e  w id o w  o f F o r d  G r e y  o f A ln w ic k ,  

a tto r n e y -a t -la w  (m a r rie d  a t A ln w ic k , 2 9  A u g u s t , 1 7 1 8 ) , a n d  

d a u g h te r  of th e  a b o v e -n a m e d  G e o r g e  P o tts  o f  A ln w ic k  a n d  o f  

S to n e y -h il ls  (w h ose w ill  is d ated  1 3  J a n ., 1 7 1 6 /7 ) .  S h e  d ie d  1 2  

M a r c h , 1 7 6 3 , le a v in g  tw o d a u g h te rs , A n n e  G r e y , sp in ste r , an d  

C a th e rin e , w ife  o f  C a p ta in  G e o r g e  F a r q u h a r , h e r  c o h e irs , w h o  by  

a d eed  d a ted  2  A p r i l ,  1 7 6 5 ,*  e ffected  a  p a r tit io n  o f th e ir  p ro p e rty , 

w h e re b y  H o ly s to n e  fe l l  to tb e  sh are  o f  M r s . F a r q u h a r . C a p ta in  

G e o r g e  F a r q u h a r t  v o ted  in  resp ec t o f th e  H o ly s to n e  at th e  e le c ­

t io n  o f  k n ig h ts  o f  th e sh ire  in  1 7 7 4 , an d  h a v in g  su r v iv e d  h is  w ife  

C a th e rin e , m a d e  h is  w ill  on M a y  2 3 , 1 7 9 2 , an d  g a v e  h is  p r o p e r ty ' 

a t H o ly s to n e  to tru stees to th e  u se o f  M a r g a r e t  F a r q u h a r  D e tc h o n  

fo r  l i fe , w ith  re m a in d e r  to h er issu e  m a le , e tc ., etc . T h e  la t te r  

b e c a m e  th e  w ife  o f  R a lp h  H a n s o n  D a w so n  o f W a p  p in g  (a rtic le s  

b e fo re  m a rr ia g e , 1 2  J u n e , 1 8 0 2 ) , a fte rw a rd s o f  A ln w ic k , w in e  

m e r c h a n t ; a n d  th e ir  o n ly  s u r v iv in g  son , M r . W i l l i a m  D a w s o n ,  

fo r  th e  su m  o f  7 0 0 0 ? . so ld  H o ly s to n e , 1 2  M a y , 1 8 7 4 , to  M r .  

P e r c iv a l F e n w ic k  C le n n e ll  o f  H a r b o tt le  ca stle . T h e  estate  c o m ­

p rised  a b o u t 1 2 0  acres o f  la n d ,J  w ith  u n lim ite d  r ig h t  o f  c o m m o n  

o f p a stu re  o n  th e  la r g e  e x te n t  o f  m o o rla n d  c a lle d  H o ly s to n e  

c o m m o n .

* Lady Anne Moor was tenant of Holystone at the time of the partition 
beween Miss Grey and Mrs. Farquhar. Abstract o f  Title.

t  George Farquhar was appointed Captain-Lieutenant in the 32nd Foot, 
13 Feb., 1757. E x  Mr. R. H. Davison’s note-book.

I The timber on Holystone was valued in 1883, for the purposes of the sale of 
the estate, at 106Z.



P E D IG R E E  O F  D A W S O N  O F  H O L Y S T O N E  A N D  A L N W I C K .

J o s h u a  D a w s o n , died at =  Mary, daughter of Oswald Hanson of Wakefield, and sister of Catherine, wife of George,.
oft+u at-  thir(j ea]q 0f Aberdeen, born 1739; married at St. George the Martyr, Southwark!"

14th February, 1763; died at Durham, 9th August,. 1785; buried in St. Giles’ŝ  
churchyard, Durham (c).

Southwark, 26th No 
vember, 1775, aged 37 
(c).

William Dawson, an officer 
. in the army and pay­

master Scots Greys, born 
1st May, 1765; died at 
Dublin cavalry barracks, 
25th September, 1828, 
aged 6 3 ; buried at St. 
Paul’s, Dublin.

Ralph Hanson Dawson of the = 
parish of St. John’s, Wap- 
ping, Middlesex, afterwards 
of Alnwick and jure uxor is 
of Holystone, died 28th 
March, 1848, aged 78 (b) ; 
will dated 26th September, 
1843 (c).

Margaret Detchon, heiress of George 
Farquhar of Rothbury and Alnwick, 
captain 32nd regiment; articles before 
marriage, 12th June, 1802 (c); mar­
ried June, 1802 (a ) ; died 10th Janu­
ary, 1861, aged 80 (t>); will dated 9th 
July, 1855 (c); proved at Newcastle, 
12th March, 1861.

Anne, died 
14th Decem­
ber, 1803 ; 
buried at. 
Bow church­
yard, Dur­
ham.

George Farquhar Dawson, son and 
heir, born 18th July, 1803, and 
baptised 21st August following
(a ); matriculated at St. John’s 
College, Camb., October, 1822 ; 
died unmarried, 15th January, 
1824 (b).

William Dawson of Alnwick and 
of Holystone, born 16th Feb­
ruary, 1805; baptised at St. 
John’s, Wapping, 15th Feb­
ruary, 1807 (c) ; sold his estate 
at Holystone in 1874; died 
19th July, 1884, aged 79 [d).

I I
Henry Dawson, born 

14th D ecem ber, 
1806; baptised at 
St. John’s, ■ Wap-, 
ping 15th February, 
J 807 (c); drowned 
at Alnmouth, 20th 
July, 1821, aged 
14 (6).

Ralph Hewgill Daw­
son, baptised 7th 
November, 1817 (a); 
buried 3rd January, 
J 826 (a ) (5).

M i l
Frances, baptised at Ainderby Steeple, 10th November, 

1808 (c); died unmarried, 29th August, 1847 (6) ;; 
ad ministration.of her personal estate, 3rd May, 1863.

Mary, baptised at Ainderby Steeple, 17th June, 1810* 
(c); living at Ripon, 1908.

. Margaret, baptised at Ainderby Steeple, 29th April,, 
1812; married Francis Hewgill, clerk in orders, 
rector of Trowell, N o tts ; articles before marriage,. 
3rd March, 1851 ; married 4th March, 1851 (a ) ; 
died at Ripon, 21st July, 1902; will dated 18th 
August, 1894.

Catherine Sarah, baptised at Alnwick, 16th May, 1824 
died at Rothbury, 30th April, 1906, aged 82 (d) 
founded the Cottage Hospital at Rothbury.

(а ) Alnwick Registers.
(б) Monumental Inscription, Alnwick.

(c) Abstract of title, etc., in the possession of the writer, 
(d!) Monumental Inscription, Rothbury.



Arch, A e l , S ser. vol. iv. PEDIGREE OF POTTS, GREY AND FARQUHAR.
R obert P otts of Holystone, yeoman, took a conveyance of lands there, 11th November, 1658 (c),'and was rated for the same in 1663.

George Potts of Holystone took a conveyance of Carlecroft, 12th June, 1672 [d), and of other lands in Holystone, 10th July, 1679 ; 
was residing at Wreighill when ho made his will, dated 16th December, 1682 (c) (d ) ; to be buried at;Alw m ton m the usual 
burial place of his ancestors.* ^

Elizabeth . . . .  execu­
trix of her husband’s 
will(cZ).

George Potts of C lay-; 
port, Alnwick, mer­
chant, son and heir, 
to whom his father 
gave his lands at 
Carlecroft {d) and 
Wreighill; purchased 
Stoney-hill, in A ln­
wick parish, in 1706 ; 
buried 17th January, 
17167 (6) ; validated 
13th Jan., 1716/7 {d).

Anne Forster, dau. 
of Thomas Forster 
of Alnwick, mer­
chant, and sister 
of Nicholas and of 
Mark Forster of 
the same place, 
baptised 9th Janu­
ary, 1652/3 (b) ; 
married at Ees- 
bury, 15th Oct., 
1692.

William Potts (c), of = 
Farnham, 1714 (c) ; 
to whom his father 
gave his lands in 
Holystone (c), for 
which he voted at the 
election of knights of 
the shire in 1721; was 
residing at Farnham 
when he made his 
will, dated 28th No­
vember, 1724 (c).

: Isabel ...
named in her 
h u s b a n d ’ s 
w ill; mar­
ried second- 

. ly  J a m es  
Maughling, 
of Berwick, 
and was liv­
ing 1734(d).

i i ,
Michael 
Potts (e) 
named 
in  his  
father’s 
will (c). 

Edward 
Potts, 
named 
in his 
father’s 
will (e).

| M  I I
John | Potts of =  Judith Isabella, wife of Alex-

Newcastle, sue- .................  ander Davison of
ceeded to Holy- party Uswayford (c) {d). \t
stone under the to deed .........  wife of ... Has-
will of his brother 30th well (c). \t
W i l l i a m , and Sept.,  wife o f  Waugh
sold,/ the same, 1730 of Jedburgh (c). si/
30th September, (c).   wife of Andrew
1730, to his Burn of Alnwick (c). n1/
niece, Elizabeth All named in tbe
Grey of Alnwick, will of their brother
widow (c). William.

I. . I I I  
Thomas, baptised 23rd August, 1693 {b) ;

died young.
Nicholas, baptised 13th March, 1701/2 ; buried 

. 4th August, 1705 (6).
Elizabeth, baptised. 4th March, 1694/5 (6); 
' buried 29bh December, 1695(6).
Catherine, baptised 16th September, 1704 (6);

buried 9th October, 1705 (6).
Ann, baptised lOth October, 1706 (6); buried 

18th February, 1707/8 (6).

Elizabeth Potts, daughter and sole heir, to whom : 
her father gave Carlecroft and other estates {d), 
baptised 7th January, 1696/7 (6) ; purchased 
Holystone, 1730, from her uncle, John Potts ; 
died 12th March, 1763 (6), ‘ sincere to her friends 
without wavering, humble without meanness, 
charitable without ostentation, and devout 
without superstition’ { g ) ; administration of 
her personal estate, 25th October, 1763, to her 
two daughters.

Ford Grey 
of Alnwick, 
attorney: a t- 
lawT, mar­
ried 29 th
Aug., 1718 
(6); buried 
15th Febru­
ary, 1723/4 
(6). ;

H tjgh F a r q u h a r  of = 
Rothbury, ‘ of the 
family of Farquhar of 
Gilmilncrof t, Ayrshire, ’ 
a captain in the army 
4 who had been several 
years in the land ser­
vice ’ (h) ; buried 23rd 
March, 1748/9 (a), in 
his 70th year (h).

M argaret Potts 
of Rothbury, 
married 30th 

■ Dec. 1721 (a); 
died aged 88 ; 
buried 2nd 
April, 1781 
(a) (e).

Anne Grey of Alnwick, 
daughter and ■ ‘ co-heir, 
baptised 19th March, 

■ 1720/1 (6); made a par­
tition of their estate with 
her sister, 2nd April, 
1765; died unmarried, 
2lst Jan., 1805 will 
dated 21st Jan., 1805.

Catherine Grey, : 
daughter and co­
heir, bapt. 4th 
Dec., 1723 (6); 
mar. l7th ‘Sept., 
1761 (6) ; died 
without surviv­
ing issue before 
5th Dec., 1782.

= George Farquhar of Rothbury s^nd jure ■■ 
uxoris of Holystone, baptised 16th 
March, 1721/2 {a) ; captain 32nd regi­
ment of fo o t; voted at the election 
of knights of the shire in 1774 in re­
spect of Holystone ; died at Alnwick, 
9th August, 1795, to the loss of an 
enlarged circle of acquaintances ( / ) ;  
will dated 23rd May, 1792.

: Margaret Detchon,* 
second wife, born 
at Angryhaugh ; 
baptised at A1-. 
w in to n , 3 0th  
April, 1750; died 
6th August, 1824; 
buried in Alnwick 
chancel.

Robert Farquhar of W hit- 
ton, near Rothbury, bap­
tised .......  1723 {a) ; an
officer in the army ; buried 
30th November, 1801, 
aged 77 (a ) ; will dated 

■ 28th August, 1800; 
proved at Durham, 16th 
December, 1801.

Thomas Farquhar 
of Rothbury, 
baptised 3rd 
Feb., 1726 7
(a ) ; died s.p. ; 
buried, 19th 
January, 1801, 
aged 75 {a).

(а) 'Rothbury Register. \d)
(б) Alnwick Register.
(c) Abstract of title, etc., to Holystone, and abstracts . (e)

in the possession of the writer.

Mr. C. D. Forster’s abstract of title 
•to Carlecroft.

Newcastle Courant, 7th April, 1781.

( / )  Newcastle Gourant, August, 1795. 
(g) Ibid ., March, 1763.



i

'i

j

i
i

'i

i

\



B e sid es  W b o d h a ll ,  w h ic h  w ill  be n o tice d  la te r , th e  S 'e lb ys o f  

B id d le s to n  w ere possessed  o f th e  w a te r  c o m  m i l l  o f  H o ly s to n e ,  

an d  o f ten  c o tta g e s , g a rd en s a n d  closes in  th a t  p la c e , c o m p ris in g  

6 acres 3 roods an d  1 1 $  p erch es o f  la n d , a p p u r te n a n t to  w h ic h  

w as u n lim ite d  c o m m o n  o f p astu re  on  H o ly s to n e  c o m m o n . T h is  

p ro p e rty , at th e  sam e tim e  as W o o d h a ll ,  w as so ld  an d  w as also  

p u rc h a se d  b y  M r . P . F . C le n n e ll fo r  th e  su m  of 3 2 4 0 I :  an d  w as  

co n v e y e d  to h im  b y  th e  S e lb y  tru stees  (w ith  th e  a p p ro b a tio n  o f  

th e  C o u rt) 1 0  M a rc h , 1 8 7 6 -

h o l y s t o n e  c o m m o n .

T h e  arch aeological re m a in s  on H o ly s to n e  c o m m o n  h a v e  

a lr e a d y  b een  d escrib ed . I t .  h a d  a n  area, o f  8 6 0  acres, O rd n a n ce  

d a tu m , over w h ic h  th e  fre e h o ld e rs  o f  H o ly s to n e  p ossessed  an- 

u n s tin te d  or u n lim ite d  r ig h t  o f  c o m m o n  o f p a s tu r e ,36 w h ils t  th e  

so il a n d  m in e ra ls  b e lo n g e d  to th e  d u k e  o f N o r th u m b e r la n d  as 

lord  o f  th e  r e g a lity  o f R e d e sd a le . T h e  s ix th  d u k e  o f  N o r t h u m ­

b e rla n d , at th e  s o lic ita t io n  o f  M r . P . F .  C le n n e ll  o f  H a r b o tt le ,  

a g reed  to se ll h is  r ig h t  ‘ su b je c t to  a ll  th e  r ig h ts  o f  a ll  c o m m o n e r s

e 10 Oct., 1825. Rode with James Davison those boundaries of Holystone 
Common that are liable to be disputed by Mr. Clennell and other proprietors of 
adjoining moor lands, between which and Holystone Common there are no dykes 
or fences.

‘ Beginning from the west end of the lane at the top of the Upper Closes, we 
proceeded about west to a small heap of stones south of the Hare Cairn, then S. E. 
to the lower end of Yardhope Wood when we got on upon the drove road from 
Harbottle to Reed-water, and continued upon it till we came to the Pether’s Stone. 
Hence we rode E. to the top of Dawe’s Moss to the top of Dawe’s Hill, from which 
we turned S.E. to a small heap of march stones. Here we turned N .E . to Dues- 
hill moor, down to the water-course or sike, and then to the wood called Hawk’s 
Nest, from which an old dyke, or found,, runs N. dividing Dues-hill moor ground 
from Holystone Common: afterwards there is a dyke or fence all the way to the 
Coquet.’ E x  Mr. R. H . Dawson’s note book.

^ether’s stone js -now* called Pedlar^ stone. E x  in f  Mr: E, W . Rich.



an d  of a ll  p erso n s o th er , th a n  th e  v en d ors u p o n , ov er , or  in  su ch  

s u r fa c e  a n d  s o i l /  T h e  sa le  w as c o m p le te d  an d  th e  p ro p e rty  

c o n v e y e d  b y  a  d eed  d a te d  1 2  O c t . ,  1 8 7 7 .

M r . C l ’e n n e ll  p ro c e ed e d  to  b u y  u p  a n d  e x tin g u is h  a ll r ig h t  o f  

c o m m o n  o f  p a stu re . S u c h  r ig h ts  w ere c la im e d  b y  M r . A .  C . F .  

F o r s te r  in  re sp ec t o f  h is  fa r m  o f C a m p v ille  or L a n te r n  S id e , as  

w e ll as in  resp ec t o f  h is  seven  co tta ges in  th e  v i lla g e  o f H o l y ­

sto n e  ; a c la im  w as a d m itte d  in  resp ec t o f  th e  c o tta g e s , b u t  d is ­

p u te d  in  re sp ec t o f  C a m p v ille . B y  a rtic le s  o f  a g r e e m e n t m a d e  

r e s p e c tiv e ly  2 6  J u n e , 1 8 7 8 , an d  1 7  J n ly , 1 8 7 9 , th e  m a tte rs  in  d is ­

p u te  w ere re fe rre d  to a r b itra tio n , a n d  th e  aw a rd  or aw ard s o f th e  

a rb itra to rs  w ere  c a rr ied  in to  e ffec t, 1 7  J u ly , 1 8 7 9 , b y  M r . F o r ste r  

a n d  h is  tru ste e s  c o n v e y in g  to M r . C le n n e ll th e  seven  c o tta g e s , 

th e ir  g a r th s , g a rd e n s , e tc ., in  H o ly s to n e , w ith  th e r ig h t  o f  

c o m m o n  o f p a stu re  a p p u rte n a n t th e reto , or to  C a m p v ille , an d  M r . 

C le n n e ll  co n v e y e d  to F o r s te r  a n d  h is  tru stees  1 8  acres 2  roods 3 4  

p erch e s  o f  e n c lo se d  g r o u n d  an d  3 4  acres 3 roods 2 0  p erch es in  

tw o  d iv is io n s , p a r c e l o f  th e  H o ly s to n e  c o m m o n , to g e th e r  w ith  a  

c e rta in  su m  o f m o n e y .

W O O D H A L L .
I n  1 6 0 4  th e re  w ere tw o  fa r m  h ou ses a t W o o d h a ll  occu p ied  

r e s p e c tiv e ly  b y  tw o  b roth ers , G ile s  an d  G e o r g e  H a ll ,  w h o in  th e ir  

h o ld in g s  h a d  su cc eed ed  A le x a n d e r  H a l l ,  th e ir  la te  fa th e r .37 T h e y  

w ere  s t i l l  te n a n ts  o f  W o o d h a ll ,  a lia s  W o o d h a u g h e , in  1 6 1 8 .38 

S u b s e q u e n tly  th e  f a m i ly  ac q u ired  th e  fee  s im p le  o f  som e o f  th e  

la n d s , fo r  th e  n a m e  o f  E d w a r d  H a l l  o f  W o o d h a ll  occu rs as a 
p ro p r ie to r  in  1 6 6 3 .39

I t  does n o t a p p e a r  a t w h a t p eriod  W o o d h a ll  b eca m e th e  p ro -

. :i7 Survey of Debateable Lands, etc., p. 92.

38 Rental of Principality of Redesdale, A rch . A  e/., 1 ser., vol. i i , p. 337.

39 Book o f  Rates, Hodgson, Northumberland, pt. in , vol. i, p. 273.



perty of the fam ily of Selby of Biddleston, but it was included  
in a mortgage created 12 May, 1780. The farm of W oodhall,* 
containing 273 acres, was. amongst the property to be sold by 
order of the court made 26 Feb., 1875, and offered for sale by 
auction on 17 June, 1875. It was subsequently purchased by 
Mr. Percival Fenwick Clennell of Harbottle for the sum of 9600L 
exclusive of the timber, and was conveyed to him. (with the 
approbation, of the court) by the Selby trustees, 10 March, 1876,

THE ENTIRE ESTATE OF HOLYSTONE AND W OODHALL.

Mr. P. F. Clennell having, by the conjoint effect of these 
transactions, become the sole proprietor of the entire village of 
Holystone and of all rights of common of pasture upon H oly­
stone common, and also the tenant in fee of the commonable 
lands, by deeds dated 14 Aug., 1876, and 22 July, 1879, conveyed 
the properties so acquired 'to trustees to> hold to hiniself for life, 
and afterwards to the use of his wife, Mrs. Penuel Harriet 
Clennell, and to such uses as she by w ill should appoint. Mrs. 
Clennell died 17 Nov., 1879, and Mr. Clennell on 1st Aug1., 1882, 
and the trustees of Mrs. ClennelFs will having, :on 4th Aug., 1883, 
put up the estate for sale by auction, immediately afterwards sold 
it to Mr. Robert Thomas W ilkinson, owner of the neighbouring 
estate of Hues-hill and of Sunderland, attorney-at-law, for the 
sum of 22031Z. exclusive of timber. The estate purported to 
comprise the village of Holystone and 1217 acres of land*

Mr. W ilkinson died in 1891 and was succeeded by his 
brother, Mr. George Anderson W ilkinson, from whom H olystone, 
together with W oodhall, Dues-hill and W oodhouses was pur­
chased in 1897 by Mr. F. W . Rich, the present owner.

* W oodhall is well wooded, the timber having been valued in 1883, for the 
purposes of the sale, at the sum of 2360Z.



The house of Gampville, or Lanternside,/‘ is situated in what 
appears to have been the upper part of a camp of somewhat 
elliptical form ; this upper part is quite destroyed, hut enough of 
the lower part remains to show that it had three ramparts, per­
haps about 25 feet from each other. .. . . The breadth of the
camp was about 70 yards inside, and rested on the precipitous 
bank of the stream to the south. The entrance appears to- have 
been on the east.340

Of this camp Sir David Smith, writing about eighty years 
ago, says:

‘ There are only tw o sides remaining of this ancient intrenchment, which are 
a strong earthern mound, making an angle somewhat greater than a right angle ; 
there are modern buildings to the west of these m ilitary remains, in the erecting 
of which, it is said, the other sides of the mound were taken away. This place was 
formerly called Lanthornside from the persons who had the care of the fortifica­
tions hanging out lanthorns by night to alarm the people down the vale of Coquet 
when the moss-troopers were abroad stealing cattle, etc. The banks on the south 
of this station are exceeding steep and the water-falls in the bum , which is called 
Dove Cragg burn,' are so considerable that no trout can get up them, though they 
are known to leap up very considerable falls. The late M r. Forster collected to  
this place, a great number of Roman Altars and other antiquities from different 
parts, which are piled up in heaps about the place.’ 41

Lentern-clughe was held as of the regality of Redesdale in 
1604 by three resident customary tenants, viz., Edward, Bartholo­
mew and Thomas Pott, who had succeeded their respective 
fathers, Roger, Robert and George Pott.

Together with Harbottle and other estates, it was acquired 
by Roger W iddrington of Cartington from Theophilus, second 
earl of Suffolk, and was specially included in the settlement made 
25 Sept., 1632, by the said Roger W iddrington upon him ­
self for life, and then to the use of his eldest son Edward, after-

40 MacLauchlan, Eastern Branch o f  the Waiting Street, p. 50.
41 Sir David Sm ith’s collection. Gamps and Castles,



wards Sir Edward, W iddrington, ba.rt.42 Tbe latter was attainted 
for delinquency, and his estates were included in the third Act 

-for Sale.43 Under the name of Lente-rne-clough, otherwise 
Lenterne-side, this property was sold by the Treason Trustees to 
John Rushworth, and was discharged from sequestration 11 
May, 1654 44 The Puritan Rushworth, who was apparently act­
ing as a trustee for his Catholic kinsman, Sir Edward W iddring­
ton, must have conveyed almost, immediately to a member of the 
fam ily which had farmed the place as tenant, for George Pott is 
the only proprietor' in Lentern-cleugh entered in the Book of 
Rates of 1663.45

The name of W illiam  Potts of Lanternside appears in the 
poll books of 1710, 1715, 1722, 1734 and 1748 as voting at the 
elections of knights of the shire, 'which took place in those 
respective years. In a suit about 1760 for the recovery of tithes 
at Lanternside brought by.S ir Bellingham  Graham, one of the 
Selby trustees, Potts was defendant. Before the year 1787 Potts 
sold his estate to Charles Erancis Forster, then residing at 
Felton, eldest son of Francis Forster of Low Buston,46 whose ex­
periments at Lanternside in planting and in agriculture were 
sung by a local bard in the following verses :
The Swains of Felton [to the] Shepherds of Lanthernside Northumberland 1787.

Tune— General F[orste]r’s March.

H e’s gone ! H e ’s gone ! ■
The conquering hero’s gone !
To barren lands in Lanthernside 
To sow lucern upon.
Rejoice ye sons of Lanthernside, and Io  Paean  sing,
Since land-improving F[orste]r vouchsafes to be your K ing.

42 Royalist Compositions, W elford, p. 371 (111 Surt. Soc. publ.).
43 Ibid ., p. 370. 44 Ibid ., p. 372.
45 Hodgson, Northumberland, pt. i i i ,  vol. i, p. ,273.

. 46 Cf. new H istory o f  Northumberland, vol. v , p. 22^T .



Lucern ! lucern ! . . .
• That best of grass lucera !

Oh ! happy swains of Lanthernside,
Be far from you concern.
For now your sterile, rocky soil, where stooks are' never seen,
W ill.quickly be converted all, to fields of fruitful green.

H e l l  plant, h e ll  plant,
A  colony h e ll  plant,
W ith  plants and beasts of various kinds 
W hich Lanthernside may want.
W ith  here a hardy plant of oak and here a plant of fir
A n d  here an English pointer staunch, and here a shepherd’s cur.

H e ’s gone ! H e ’s gone !
A las our hero’s gone
A nd left us quite disconsolate
In  F elton town to mourn.
Rejoice ye Lanthernsiders and Io  Paean  sing,
Since mirth exciting F[orste]r vouchsafes to be your King.

In  addition to Lanternside, Mr. C. F. Forster had a small 
property at H igh  Rochester, which comprised a portion of the 
Roman station of B r e m e n i u m , where were found some altars and 
inscribed stones which he transferred to Lanternside, which he 
seems to have renamed Campville. By a statement written in 
1825 this collection47 comprised two altars dedicated respectively 
to Minerva and Genio et Signis; another altar with two figures 
on i t ; a small altar; an altar D.M. and the fragment of an altar; 
a Roman coffin found witih bones remaining in it; a small urn, 
supposed to have contained the ashes of a heart, and part of the 
foot of a Hercules. There had been other objects which had been 
taken away at different times, viz., Jove's eagle with the light­
ning in his claws; three altars; Mercury with his hag; two 
Roman m illstones; and the head of ai Yenus.

Charles Francis Forster died at Low Buston, unmarried, 25 
March, 1807, aged 75 years, and by w ill dated 26 July, 1801

47 Cf. Bruce, Lapid . Sept., pp! 281-283, 287, 291, 293, 294, 298, 302, 3Q3f



O h ar les  F ran cis F orster  of Low Buston and of Campville, baptised at W arkw orth, 7th September, 1 7 32 ; a. 
collector of Roman stones m monly called ‘ General F orster’ ; died 25th M arch, 1 807 ; buried at W a rk w o rth , 
w ill dated 26th July, 1801 ; proved at Y ork  and Canterbury.

E lizabeth Jefferies, 
.married at Port- 
sea, 7th Septem­

b e r , 1805, which 
marriage was dis- 

. solved by the 
„ ConsistoryCourt, 

Doctors Com- 
"mons, 14th Janu­
ary, 1811.

: Augustus Caesar Fors- : 
ter of Campville, 
some time midship­
man H .M .S . ‘ Trib­
une 1 ; baptised at 
M orpeth, 21st July, 
1782 ; .  to whom his 
father gave Campville 
in t a i l '; died 18th 
December, 1855.

Jane Stoker, 
married at 
N ew bu rn , 
30th June, 
1813; party  
to  d e e d , , 
24th A pril, 
1855.

Julia Forster, baptised at Rothbury, 1st M ay, 1767 ; 
named in her father’s w i l l ; articles before 
marriage, 8th February, 1 8 0 6 ; married circa 
February, 1805, W illiam  Storey of Guyzance, 
afterwards of Em bleton, who, in A pril, 1808, by  
royal licence assumed the name of Forster in lieu 
of that of Storey ; they resided at Thropton 
cottage, where he died, 1st February, 1839, aged 
72, and she died 15th January, 1850, aged 8 4 ;  
both are buried at Rothbury.

A u g u stu s Charles Francis Forster of Campville, only child and heir, born 27th February, 1831 ; joined w ith his 
'father in disentailing the estate, 21st A pril, 1852 ; party to deed, 17tli July, 1879 ; died 1884.



(proved a t York and Canterbury), ga.ve bis unentailed real estate, 
with tbe residue of bis personal estate,48 in trust for bis two 
children, Augustus Csesar Forster, R .N ., and Julia Caesar 
Forster, etc.

From tbe collection made by bis father, Augustus Caesar 
Forster presented tbe following objects to the fourth duke of 
Northumberland, and they are now preserved in tbe museum of 
British antiquities at Alnwick castle.

On tbe death of Mr. Augustus Charles Francis Forster, in 
1884, tbe property of Lantemside, otherwise Campville, com­
prising between five and s is  hundred acres, passed to Major 
Robert Thompson of Stockton, tbe heir at law of tbe above named 
Charles Francis Forster who died in 1807. Major Thompson 
died in 1904 and tbe property now belongs to bis son, Mr. Arthur 
Thompson.

YAKJDHOPE.

In tbe year 1604, Yardbope was held by tbe following five ' 
customary tenan ts: Edward H all, Thomas Potts, Peter Potts, 
Robert Potts and Percival Potts, who held of the crown as of tbe 
regality of Redesdale.49 Fourteen years later tbe names of 
Edward H all, Percival Potts, Thomas Potts and W illiam  Potts 
appear in tbe Redesdale rental, tbe former paying a  rent of 35. 4cd. 
and the others 1 M . a p iece; 50 and in another part of the same 
document it seems to be stated that Edmund* H all held tbe third 
part of Yardbope and paid 2&5.51 Tbe name of Edward H all of

43 The property so devised comprised Campville farm, a sm ith’s shop and 
cottages at Holystone, a cottage and land at Angryhaugh, closes of land and 
cottages at Harbottle, the ground rent of the Presbyterian chapel there, a farm 
at H igh Rochester, closes'of land, etc., at Headshope, and Low  Buston, a rent 
charge in Arkengarthdale, together with over 10,000/. in personalty.

49 Survey o f  Debateable Lauds, p. 92.

&rch. A d . , 1 ser., vol. 11, p. 337: - 51 Ibid ., j>. 338,
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Yardopp, gent., appears in the list of freeholders in Northumber­
land drawn upi in 1628.52 In  1663 the names of four freeholders 
in Eardhopes appear in the Book of R ates; widow H all holding 
a moiety, Roger W iddrington a fourth and Percival and Thomas 
Potts each one eighth part.53 At the election of knights of the 
shire in 1710, Gilbert P o tts ; in 1723, W illiam  Potts of Corn- 
forth (sic) ; in 1734, Thomas P otts-of Newcastle; and in 1748 
George Potts of Newcastle, voted in respect of lands in Yardhope.

North Yardhope forms part of the Clennell estate, now  
belonging to Mr. Anthony W ilkinson of Clennell, and South 
Yardhope to Mr. Thomas C. Fenwick Clennell of Harbottle.

PRIESTS LEAZES.
It is stated in the survey of 1604, so often quoted in this paper, 

that at that period W illiam  H all held twenty acres of pasture 
land called Prates-crofte in the parish (i.e., the township) of 
Holystone. He held as a customary tenant, by descent, and paid 
a- rent of 2s. per year.54 On the dismemberment of the earl of 
Suffolk’s Redesdale estates, Priests leazes, with other places, was 
acquired by Roger W iddrington of Harbottle, who by deed dated 
25th September, 1632, conveyed this property to trustees to hold 
to him self for life, with remainder'to his eldest son Edward.55 
This property may, with some reservations be identified with the 
Nunsridges in Farnham, a small freehold having a history 
separate from the rest of that place, and until 1879 having 
appurtenant to it an unlimited right of common of pasture on 
Holystone common. These commonable rights were conveyed 
to the owners of H olystone in that year and extinguished.

52 A rch . A e l 1 ser., vol. ii , p. 319.
53 Hodgson, Northumberland, pt. nr, vol. i, p. 272.

51 Survey o f  the Debateable Lands, ed. Sanderson, p. 93.

55 W elford, Royalist Compositions, p. 371.
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' .WOODHOUSES.

The estate of Woodhouses, belonging to Mr. V. W . Rich, 
comprises over 700 acres, and although formerly parcel of the 
township of Dues-hill detached was added to the township of 
Holystone in the boundary changes made after the passing of 
the Act of 1888. oOn the Beacon hill, which rises to a  height of‘ 987 feet above 
sea level, there is a group.of ancient monoliths known as f The 
Five K in gs/ . Sir David Smith, writing about eighty years ago, 
says these , stones
* are on the roadside beneath Beacon-hill; there were five of them but now only 
four. They are four or five yards asunder and some tons weight. One is called 
the King-stone and the vulgar tradition is that they were the boundary between  
the giants of Elsdon and those of the country about Beacon-hill upon the Coquet. *

I  borrow from Mr. D. D. Dixon's account of Upper Coquetdale 
his description of the very interesting bastle-house at W ood­
houses :

Roughly speaking the pele is an oblong of 35 feet east and west, by 28 feet 
north and south, and is built about 300 yards from the river Coquet, on ground 
which slopes considerably from, north west to south east, and^resents a picturesque 
appearance, its* walls of freestone ashlar work being beautifully tinted with hues 
that age alone can produce. The walls at the basement are 5 feet in thickness and 
about 22 feet high to the eaves. . . . The basement has a barrel arched roof, and 
in the south-east corner are the remains of a winding staircase leading to the upper 
apartment which was lighted by the small windows seen in the south w all and in 
the gable. The windows' in the upper chamber are small, deeply splayed on the  
inside, and have been protected by stout iron bars. . . . .  The window opening is
16 inches by 18£ inches. The only original door . . . . . .  is in the east gable.
The square sockets are yet seen in the walls on each side where the oaken bar was 
placed to secure the entrance. The doorway.is 5 feet 6 inches high by 2 feet 8 inches 
w ide.5

According to. the statement made in Johnson and Goodwyn's 
Survey of the Debateable Lands, taken.in. 16Q4, there were at that 
period five customary tenants at Woodhouses, three of them being 
members of the local fam ily of Charter, who in each instance



DOORW AY OF H EFFLE W OODHOUSES FELE.



had succeeded his father (cf. p. 118 supra) ; the other two were 
W illiam  Pott and John H edley. The latter seems to have re­
sided elsewhere for unlike the other four he had no house.58

This property formed part of the'purchase made 16 Nov., 
1615,59 by Robert (sic) W iddrington of Harbottle castle from 
Herbert and Morgan (apparently trustees of-the'earl of Suffolk), 
and by Roger-W iddrington was conveyed, 25 Sept., 1632, to 
trustees to hold to-himself for life with remainder to Sir Edward 
Widdrington; The latter was sequestered fo r . delinquency and 
his estate was included in the third Act for Sale. Woodhouses 
was comprised in the purchase made by John Rushworth and 
discharged by the- Treason Trustees 11 May, 1654.60 Rushwdrth 
acted in trust for Sir Edward W iddrington, whose is the only 
name entered in the Book of Rates, of 1663 as a proprietor in 
.Woodhouses; when he' was assessed at 20i. per annum.61

Underlying the nominal ownership or lordship of the W id- 
dringtons, a local yeoman .family of . Charter had an effective 
possession. The names of members of the fam ily appear in the 
list of customary tenants in 16.04;, and On the 16 Feb., 1616/7, sir 
Robert W iddrington made a grant to Da’nde Charter and George 
Charter.62 This grant may possibly have been by way of lease, 

.for by indentures of lease and release dated respectively 20 and 21 
August, 1677,- Sir Robert W iddrington's representative, Dame 
Mary Charlton of Cartington, for the sum of 1221., conveyed 
Woodhouses to George Charter and Andrew Charter. . On the 1st 
February following, Andrew Charter* took a release from George

58 Survey o f  Debateable and Border Lands, ed. Sanderson, p. 93.
59 M r. F . W . Rich’s muniments. . v

60 W elford, Royalist Compositions, .pp. 371, 372.

61 Hodgson, Northumberland, pt. ii i , vol. i, p. 273. •
62 M r. F. W . Rich’s muniments.

* 4th November, 1692. W ill  of'A ndrew  Charter of Woodhouses, parish of 
Hallyston, yeoman. M y  body to be buried in the parish church of H allyston. 1



Potts and Eleanor, his wife, and Em ily (?) W iddrington, spin­
ster, of any rights they m ight have.

The accompanying pedigree of Charter of Woodhouses, al­
though very inadequate, is as full as the available material will 
admit.

On the 4 October, 1762, W illiam  Charter, formerly a captain 
in General Handasyde’s regiment, ly ing sick at an inn at Drog­
heda and apparently at the point of death, made a will which 
subsequently gave rise lb trouble and litigation and ultim ately 
led to the sale of Woodhouses. There were several blanks for 
names and no mention wias made of his son, nor was any 
executor appointed. Administration to the testator’s personal 
estate, which apparently amounted to upwards of 200OZ., was 
granted, with w ill annexed, by the Prerogative Court of Ireland, 
21 Dec., 1762, to W illiam  Charter, who is described as only son 
and heir of the testator.

4 Oct. 1762. W ill  of W illiam  Charter late captain in General Handaside’s 
regiment, being of sound mind and memory, etc. To m y five sisters, Ellinor, 
Isabell, Elizabeth, M ary and Margaret 10/. apiece. To my two granddaughters 
children of m y late daughter Margaret Sheeval 150/. apiece. To Edward and 
James Charter sons to m y uncle James Charter 51. apiece. To m y two nephews 
Thomas Detchon and W illiam  Boddell 51. apiece. To m y brother Captain 
Handasyde Charter all m y estate at Woodhouses, etc. M y estate in W iltshire  
being in Bidston (sic) St. Nicholas and m y houses in Old M arket in the city of

give my lands at W oodhouses, rents and rent charge to my eldest son George 
Charter. If  it please God that m y said son George dye without children law fully  
begotten of his body, then m y son John shall enjoy the said lands with his 
children. Remainder to m y other children W illiam , James, Isabella, Ellinor. 
Elizabeth and Jane. To m y wife Anne Charter the third part of m y lands, etc. 
To m y younger sons John, W illiam  and James 151. apiece. To my daughters 
Isabell, Elinor, Elizabeth and Jane Charter 5/. apiece. To m y eldest son George 
Charter the tw o best oxen. I  give all m y moveable goods to m y mother-in-law  
Ellinor Charter, she paying m y funeral charges. M y  son George sole executor. 
W illiam  A insley and M ark Ainsley supervisors. Pr. 1692, 24 Dec., 1692, 
Inventory, 551. 4s. 2d.



D an d e  C h a r te r  and G eorge C h a r t e r , 16th February, 1616/7, took a conveyance of W oodhouses from Robert W iddrington  
of Cartington (a).

George Charter of W oodhouses, party to deed dated 21st December, 1677 {a).

Andrew  Charter, party to deed dated 21st December, 1677 ; took a release, 1st February, :
1677/8, from the heirs of John W iddrington {a) ; w ill dated 4th Novem ber, 1692 (e).

: A n n e . . .  named in her husband’s will 
■ (e ) ; living a widow in 1715 (6).

George Charter-of W o o d ­
houses, son and heir, to 
whom his father gave his 
lands ; party to deeds 
dated 30th July , 1700, 
20th Novem ber 1721, and 
15th December, 1721 (a) ; 
voted at elections of 
knights of the shire, 1710, 
1715,1721 and 1734.

M argaret, dau. John, named in his father’s w ill
o f  G e r a r d  (e).
H a n d a s y d e , James Charter, who in 1715 claimed
party to deed, to vote at the election of knights
20th Novem - o f the shire, which claim was
ber, 1721 (a ) ; disallowed (&); his two sons,
living a widow Edward and James, were named
4th Novem ber in the w ill of their cousin,
1735 (a ). Captain W illiam  Charter, 4th

October, 1762.

W illiam  Charter, who in Isabel,
1715 claimed to vote at Elinor,
the election of knights Elizabeth,
of the shire, which Jane,
claim was disallowed named
(6 ); killed (as was in their
thought) by water father’s
keepers; buried 28th w ill (e).
October, 1730 (c).

E lizab eth ,: 
daughter 
of E liza­
beth W i l ­
lis ; dead 
b e f o r e  
26th Jan. 
1733 (d).

|- : 

W illiam  Charter of W oodhouses, ea captain : 
in General Handasyde’s regiment ’ (a) ; 
party to deeds dated 20th December, 1721, 
and 27th February, 1740 ( a ) ; voted at the 
election of knights of the shire in 1748 (6 ) ; 
died at Drogheda, Ireland, 24th October, 
1762 ( a ) ; w ill dated 4th O ct., 1762 ; ad­
ministration, with w ill annexed, granted 
by Prerogative Court, Ireland, 21st D e­
cember, 1762, to his son W illiam  (a).

Elizabeth W e st­
f ie ld , s t a t e d  
to have been 
married 29th  
April, 1738, at 
a place named 
B u r s l in g t o n ,  
co. Somerset, 
four miles from  
Bristol (a) ; liv­
ing 1762 (a).

1 .
Handasyde Char- : 

ter, to whom his 
b r o t h e r  g a v e  
Woodhouses ( a ) ; 
described in deed 
of 20th Noyember, 
1770, as late of 
Portsmouth and 
then of New ark, 
N otts (a).

: Caro- George
line Charter,
  wTas liv-
living ing in a
1770 cottage
(a). atW ood-

houses in 
1791 (a);

J, 1 1 1 1Eleanor, 
Isabel, 
Elizabeth, 
M ary, 
M argaret, 

all named 
.. in the will 

of their 
-b r o t h  e r  
W illiam .

M argaret, married George Sheal, alias S h eeval; dead 
before the date of her father’s w ill { a ) ; her only sur­
viving child, Sarah Sheeval, was married to John Gibson 
of Earsdon, smith, and 22nd N ovem ber, 1775, gave a 
release for a legacy under her grandfather’s w ill charged 
on W oodhouses (a).

W illiam  Charter, whose legitimacy was disputed ; not named in his 
father’s w ill but obtained letters of administration to his personal 

' estate, w ith w ill annexed, from the Prerogative Court of Ireland
(a ) ;,w a s  residing at Gravesend, K en t, 30th January, 1770, when 
he confirmed h is . father’s w ill and conveyed his claim to W ood- 
houses to his uncle, Captain Handasyde*Charter (a).

(а) M r. F. W . Rich’s muniments of title
to Woodhouses.

(б) Poll books.

(c) A lw inton Register ; D ixon, Upper 
Coquetdale, p. 237.

{d) Rev. John Hodgson’s Collection.
(e) Durham  Probate Registry .



Bristol. W ill  proved in Prerogative Court of Ireland ; and no executor having 
been appointed administration was granted to the testator’s only son W illiam  
Charter.63

The legitim acy of W illiam  Charter, the son, was disputed, 
and as he could produce no- certificate of the marriage of his 
father with his mother, Elizabeth W estfield, alleged to have been 
solemnized by a drunken parson at ‘ Burslington-in-Somerset, 
four miles from Bristol, on 29 April, 1738, he agreed to convey 
[any right he m ight have in] Woodhouses for a  small sum of 
money to his uncle, Captain Handasyde Charter, to whom the 
estate had been given by the testator’s w ill.’ This was carried 
into* effect by indenture of lease and release respectively dated 
29 and 30 Jan., 1770.

The following advertisement appeared in the Nexocastle 
Journal of Saturday, November 3, 1770:

‘ To be sold a Freehold Estate {the Property of Captain Handasyd Charter) 
called Woodhouses, lying in the Parish of Allenton, in the County of Northum ­
berland, pleasantly situated on the North Side of the River Coquet, boundering 
upon the said River, containing 7*20 Acres, about 20 of which is covered with  
W ood. The Estate is capable of very great Improvement. For Particulars, 
enquire of M r. Daniel Harle, of W est-H arle, who w ill treat about the Purchase, 
and shew a Plan of the E state .’

A t the time the notice appeared in the Journal an agree­
ment for the sale and purchase must alreadv have been made, 
for by lease and release, dated respectively 19 and 20 November, 
1770, Handasyde Charter, described as c late of Portsmouth and 
then of Newark-on-Trent, brother and devisee of W illiam  
Charter,’ conveyed. Woodhouses to W illiam  Gibson of Newcastle 
for a competent sum of money paid when and subject to certain 
mortgages and ■ the charges made by Captain W illiam  
Charter’s w ill. B y a declaration made 8 June, 1776, it 
appears that the name of W illiam  Gibson was used in trust for 
Gawen A ynsley of Kirkharle. On the 23 January, 1792, the



trustees of Mr. Aynsley’s w ill (which is dated 2 May 1791) sold 
Woodhouses to Thomas P ittilot of Gateshead, gent., with whose 
descendants the property remained until it was sold, 14 Jan., 
1888, by his representative, Mr. James Murray of Newcastle, to 
Mr. -Robert Thomas W ilkinson of Sunderland. Its subsequent 
history is that of the Holystone estate.

H A R E H A U G H .

In  Mackenzie and D en ts History of Northumberland, pub­
lished in 1825, vol. i i ,  p. 49, there is a plan, made by Mr. John 
Smart of Tre whitt, of the camp at Harehaugh. Its position is 
one of great natural strength for on one side runs the river 
Coquet, on another the Grasslees-burn, and on the third side 
Harehaugh-burn. Sir David Smith, writing about eighty years 
ago,-says: ■ _

‘ This camp occupies the apex of Harehaugh-hill, the north-w estern-part 
being somewhat higher than the other end of it, and being, as it were, a kind of 
citadel to the work. This higher part is rather circular, about SO paces diameter, 
but the general feature of the intrenchments is oval, having three ditches, except 
upon the north-eastern side, where it is protected-by a precipice ; beneath which 
runs the river Coquet. A n  old road runs over the hill, on the side of the 'camp, 
on the brink of this precipice. The area without the citadel, from the foot of the 
slope, which constitutes the rampart of that part of the work is about 60 paces 
across, and goes somewhat more to a point . . . .  Harehaugh cottage is at the 
foot of the old road on the Heppell side ; and from the camp, in a southerly 
direction, you see Swinden cottages and the road to Elsdon.’

In  the view of border fortalices drawn up by Sir Robert 
■Bowes and Sir Ralph Ellerker in 1541, a, structure in the imme­
diate neighbourhood of the towers of Barrow and Great Tosson 
'is described in the following words: .

‘ A t  a place called the hareclewgh one Hog* Hangingeshawes hath lately  
buylded upon, his owne Inherytance a stronge pele house of stone in a convenyent 
place for resystence of the Incourse of theves of Ryddesdayle, and he ys not able 
in defaulte of substance to p 5forme & fynyshe the same. ’ b4



Mr. D. D. Dixon, whose extensive local knowledge attaches 
great w eight to. his statement, has identified Hangingshaw’s un­
finished tower with Woodhouses pele, and it is with diffidence 
that the writer ventures to say that this identification is not sup­
ported by the scanty documentary evidence. Leaving this for 
more mature consideration, it may be stated that, in  1604, Roger 
Hangingshawe, as a freeholder, held in meadow, arable, and pas­
ture, 39 acres of land, a house and a m ill at Harehaugh, together 
with common of pasture; for this he paid a free rent to the lord 
of 3s. per annum.65 H e was succeeded before 1618 by Jarrett, 
or Gerard, Hangingshaw, whose name appears in the Redesdale 
rental of that year as paying the 35. per annum free rent.66 The 
name of the latter appears in the list of freeholders drawn up in 
1628 and 1638 respectively, where he is styled ‘ gentlem an/67 
and finally c G arret’ H angingshaw was assessed for his property 
at Harehaugh in 1663 at 121 per annum.68 It  is not impossible 
that the surname of H angingshaw became modified into Hand a- 
side, for at the elections of knights of the shire in  1710, 1715, 
1723 and 1734, Gerard Handaside voted in respect of Harehaugh; 
and in the list of freeholders of 1721 the same appears under the 
form of ‘ Jerem iah/ As ‘ Jerhard Handaside of H arehaugh’ 
he was buried at H olystone, 8 Nov.', 1735, aged 95.69 The follow­
ing is an abstract of his w i l l :

14 A p r .,. 1733. W ill  o f Jared Handaside of H arehaugh, parish of H o ly ­
stone, gent. B eing of sound and perfect m em ory, praised be to A lm ig h ty  
God I  commend m y soul to the mercy of A lm ig h ty  God and m y body to 
Christian burial. To m y grandson Thom as Handaside, ensign in  Brigadier  
General W illia m  B u rrell's  1st R egim ent of F oot, now in the is la n d . of 
M inorca, and to his heirs m ale all m y lands, etc., in Harehaugh, etc. 
Rem ainder to m y son Jasper H andaside. Rem ainder to my brother Roger

65 Survey o f  the Debatedble and Border Lands , ed. Sanderson, p. 86.
66 A rch . A  el., 1 ser., vol. n , p. 328. 67 Ibid ., pp. 319, 324.

68 Hodgson, Northumberland, pt. i l l , vol. i, p. 272.
69 Holystone Register.
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H andaside. Remainder to m y nephew Colonel Roger H andaside. Rem ainder 
to m y nephew L ieut.-C ol. W illia m  H andaside. Rem ainder to m y nephew  
Clifford Handaside. Remainder to m y n est of kin of the name of H anda­
side. To .m y four daughters, Eleanor, M argaret, Isabel and E lizabeth , 40L  
apiece. To .my brother Roger Handaside one guinea. To m y four daughters, 
Eleanor Clark, M argaret Charter, Isabel Richardson and E lizabeth Gledstone, 
a guinea a piece. To m y granddaughter Barbara Clark one guinea. To m y  
grandson Handaside Charter 51. To m y daughter Isabel Richardson's  
children a guinea apiece. To m y grandson John Gledstone three guineas. 
To m y granddaughter M argaret Gledstone five guineas. To m y . grand­
children, Eleanor Detchon, Isabel Charter, M ary Charter, M argaret Charter, 
George Charter and Ann Handaside, a guinea apiece. f I  leave three guineas  
to be applied by m y executors towards the buying Communion plate for  
Holystone altar table .'70 I  give the residue of m y personal estate to m y  
grandson W illia m  Handaside and m y son-in-law John G ledstone, they  
executors. W itnesses, M ajor H u m ble, Christopher H u m ble, Christopher 
L ittle . [P r. at D urham .]

General Roger Handasyde, successively colonel 22nd Foot,
Governor of Fort St. Philip in Minorca, and Governor of Ber-
wick-on-Tweed in 1745, who died 4 Jan., 1763, is believed to have
been a member of this family. It was in the 22nd regiment that
Roger Sterne served as a subaltern, and it has been stated that
Handasyde was the prototype of f Uncle T o b yJ in Laurence
Sterne’s masterpiece, Tristram Shandy.11 The following epitaph
is taken from a copy in the handwriting of the Rev. John
Hodgson, the historian of Northumberland. Unfortunately, it
is not stated where it is to be found, but, so far as the writer has
been able to test the dates, it seems to be substantially accurate:

* T his m onum ent ] is erected in mem ory of | M ajr Gen1 Thom as H andasyd | 
who for , m any years was | Governor of Jamaica | H e died the 26th M arch  
1729 | in the 85th year of his age | much lamented | having been the best 
of fathers | and the best of friends |

H ere also lies the body of the | H onbIe Gen1 Roger H andasyd | eldest 
son of the above Thom as H andasyd who died | Jan^ the 4th 1763 aged 78.

. 70 This legacy was expended in the purchase of a chalice still existing, which 
has the following inscription : ‘ The gift of Gerard Handaside to the Church of 
Holystone Anno dni 1735.’ C f  Proc. Soc. Antiq . Newcastle, 2 ser., vol. iv , p. 296.

71 Of. Fitzgerald, Life o f  Laurence Sterne, London, 1864, vol. i, pp. 27, 129.



CONJECTURAL PEDIGREE OF HANDASYDE OF HAREHAUGH.

[G e r a r d ] H a n d a syd e  of Harehaugh, living 1618. =

Gerard Handasyde of Harehaugh, =  ........  Roger Handasyde,
buried at Holystone, 8th  
Novem ber, 1735, aged 95 ; w ill 
dated 14th April, 1733.

third in remainder 
to Harehaugh under 
his brother's will.

Thomas Handasyde, colonel 22nd foot, = 
and, 1710, major-general in the a rm y; 
acting governor of Jamaica, 1702-1711 ; 
died 26th March, 1729, aged 84.

. . . . .  Handa- ~  
syde, died in 
his father’s 
lifetime. «

i
Jasper Handasyde, 

second in re­
mainder to H are­
haugh under his 
father’s will.

Eleanor, wife of .. ... Clark, si/
M argaret, wife of George Charter of Woodhouses. sU 
Isabel, wife of Robert Richardson o f'L ittle  Tosson. 
Elizabeth, wife of John Gledstone. si/

A ll  named in their father’s will.

Thomas Handasyde, in 1733 an ensign in 1st regiment of foot, then serving in the 
. island of Minorca ; to whom his grandfather gave Harehaugh in tail male.

Anne Handasyde, named 
in her grandfather’s will.

i i
Roger Handasyde, colonel Thomas

22nd foot, and (1761) a Handa-
general in the army ; sue- syde,

. cessively governor of Fort colonel 
St. Philip, Minorca, and in the
(1745) of Berwick - on - army ;
Tweed ; fourth in remainder died 6th
to Harehaugh under his October
uncle’s w i l l ; died 4th Janu- 1729.
ary, 1763, aged 78,

W illiam  Handasyde, 
colonel 31st foot, 
and, 1743, major- 
general in the 
army ; fifth in re­
mainder to H are­
haugh under, his 
uncle’s w il l ; died 
nr. Hammersmith, 
27th F eb., 1745.

Clifford Handasyde, a phy- —  Adelaide
sician, sixth in remainder ................
to Harehaugh under his named in
uncle’s w ill and eventu- her hus-
ally succeeded ; party to band’s
deed 26th April, 1771 ; w i l l ; liv.
entered into agreement a widow,
28th October, 1772, to 18th July
sell the same ; will dated 1776.
l l t h ‘ December, 1772.

I ■
A nn, mar­
ried . . . .  
Proby[n], 
and died 
December 
6th; 1777, 
aged 80.

Talbot Blaney Handasyde, son and heir, named in his father’s Cliffordia Handasyde, named in her father’s w il l ; 
w il l ; party to release, 18th July , 1776, party to release, 18th July, 1776. ;



H e was General in chief | of all his M ajestys foot Forces, was form erly "| 
Governor of Fort St. Philip in M inorca | was also Governor of Berwick in  
the Rebellion in 1745 | who during his m any# years disinterested service 
shewed his great skill in m ilitary affairs | and his zeal and attachm ent to  
this present | Governm ent | H e  has died greatly lamented by all who 
had the | pleasure of his acquaintance |

Here lieth also M rs. Ann Proby sister to the late | G eneral H andasyd  
who died December 6th 1777 aged | 80 72

O w i n g  t o  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  m o r e  d i r e c t  h e i r s , . d o c t o r  C l i f f o r d  

H a n d a s y d e ,  t h e  n e p h e w  o f  G e r a r d  H a n d a s y d e ,  w h o s e  w i l l  i s  

p r i n t e d  a b o v e ,  s u c c e e d e d  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  b e f o r e  t h e  y e a r  1 7 7 1 ,  

a n d  h e ,  b y  i n d e n t u r e  o f  l e a s e  a n d  r e l e a s e  d a t e d  2 5  a n d  2 6  A p r i l ,  

1 7 7 1 ,  b a r r e d  t h e  e n t a i l . 73

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  Newcastle 
Journal o f  1 7  O c t . ,  1 7 7 2 :

A n  estate at R othbury to be sold to the highest bidder, at the house 
of M r. W illiam  Donkin, in Great Tosson, near R othbury, in  the county of 
Northum berland, on Tuesday, the 27 day of October in s t ., between the hours 
of tw o and four in the afternoon. A . freehold estate (the property of D r. 
Clifford Handasyde) situate at H arehaugh, near Rothbury, in the county of 
N orthum berland, containing 200 acres or thereabouts, pleasantly situate on 

-th e N orth  Side of the river Coquet. The estate is capable of very great 
im provement. M r. George Charters of- W oodhouses w ill show the premises 
and for further particulars in the mean tim e, apply to M r. Thom as M eggison  
at W h a lto n  in Northum berland.

■ By articles of agreement dated 28 Oct., 1772, doctor 
Handasyde agreed to sell the property to ‘ Matthew Forster, esq.,’ 
apparently in consideration of the sum of 1000Z. Being seized 
by illness and stricken for death before the sale was completed,

72 26 March 1729. Maj. Gen. Thomas Handasyd (Colonel 22 Foot 1702) 
aged 85. Musgrave’s Obituary (Harl. Soc. pubL).

6 Oct. 1729. Colonel Thomas Handasyd, brother of Roger Handasyd. Ibid.
27 Feb. 1745. Brig. Gen. W illiam  Handasyd (Colonel 31st Foot 1737). Ibid .
4 Jan. 1763. General Roger Handasyd (Col. 22 Foot). Ibid .
Some original letters written by Lieut. Gen. Roger Handasyd to the duke 

of Newcastle are preserved in the Brit. M us. A dd. M SS. 32, 690.

73 Abstract of T itle , Rev. John Hodgson’s Collection.



l i e  m a d e  h i s  w i l l ,  1 1  D e c . ,  1 7 7 2 ,  a n d  a f t e r  o r d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e  

t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  w i l l  s h o u l d  c a r r y  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t ,  h e  

d e v i s e d  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  h e  p a i d  f o r  H a r e h a u g h ,  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  t h e  r e s i d u e  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e s t a t e  t o  A r n o l d  L a n g l e y  a n d  

T h o m a s  M e g g i s o n  i n  t r u s t  f o r  h i s  w i f e  A d e l a i d e  H a n d a s y d ,  h i s  

d a u g h t e r  C l i f f o r d i a  H a n d a s y d  a n d  h i s  s o n  T a l b o t  B l a n e y  

H a n d a s y d .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  t o  

F o r s t e r ,  w h i c h  i s  d a t e d  1 7  a n d  1 8  J u l y ,  1 7 7 6 . 74

H a r e h a u g h  n o w  b e l o n g s  t o  S i r  J o h n  W .  B .  L i d d e l l  o f  H e p p l e  

W h i t e f i e l d .

T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t o w n s h i p s  i n  H o l y s t o n e  c h a p e l r y  

m u s t  b e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  w r i t e r  h o p e s  t h a t  

s o m e  o t h e r  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  w h o  is  m o r e  s k i l l e d  i n  e c c l e s i ­

a s t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  m a y  b e  i n d u c e d  t o  g i v e  a n  a d e q u a t e  d e s c r i p ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  w i t h  t h e  s c a n t y  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  p r i o r y ,  w h i c h  

a d d  t o  t h e  b e a u t i e s  o f  s w e e t  C o q u e t - s i d e .

14 Abstract of Title, Rev. John H odgson’s Collection*


