
I X . — R O B E R T  D E  R E Y M E S  O F  B O L A M ,  S H O R T -  
F L A T T  A N D  A Y D O N  C A S T L E ,  A N D  H I S  C O N N E X I O N  

W I T H  S U F F O L K .

B y  F r e d e r i c k  R a i m e s .

U n t i l  q u ite  re c e n tly  n o th in g  w as k n o w n  o f th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  

R a y m e s  f a m i ly  o f  N o r t h u m b e r la n d , a n d  th e  co a t o f  a rm s o f  

R o b e r t  de R a y m e s  h a d  b een  so u g h t fo r  in  v a in  in  ord er  to c o m ­

p le te  th e  series o f  b a n n e rs  in  th e  g r e a t h a l l  o f  th e  c a stle  o f  

N e w c a s t le ; 1 rece n t research  h a s , h o w e v e r , a t la s t  so lv e d  th ese  

d iffic u lties .

M r . J . H .  R o u n d 2 co n sid ers  th a t th e  n a m e  w as d e r iv e d  fr o m  

th e  ca stle  o f  R a m e s , n e a r  th e  fo re st o f  L i l le b o n n e  in  N o r m a n d y ,  

an d  sta tes th a t  it  w as o r ig in a lly  ‘ de R a i m e s /  th o u g h  L a t in iz e d  

in  D o m e s d a y  as c d e  R a m is .' T h e  N o r m a n  fie f  o f  R a m e s  or  

R a im e s  w as in  th e  P a y s  de C a u x , .and co n sisted  o f th e  p a rish es  

of S t. Y i g o r  de Y im e r v i l le , G u il le r v ille , G rom erville , e tc ., in  

th e la s t  o f  w h ic h  th e  m a n o r -h o u se  w as s itu a te d . 3

T h e  first o f  th e  fa m ily  o f  w h o m  w e h a v e  a n y  reco rd  is R o g e r  

de R a m e s , w ho is in c lu d e d  b y  M . L e o p o ld  D e lis le  in  th e  D iv e s  

R o l l 4 a m o n g  th e  f C o m p a n io n s  o f W i l l i a m  th e  c o n q u e ro r  a t  

th e co n q u e st o f  E n g la n d  in  1 0 6 6 .' A t  th e  t im e  o f th e  D o m e s ­

d a y  su r v e y  h e h e ld  m a n y  m a n o rs  in  E s s e x / N o r fo lk , S u ffo lk , an d  

M id d le s e x , th e  h ead  o f th e  b a ro n y  b e in g  at L i t t le  R a y n e  (fo r ­

m e r ly  R e y m e s 5) in  E s s e x , a n d  it w as h e ld  b y  th e  se rv ic e  o f  

tw e n ty  k n ig h ts ' fee s .

1 Proc. Soc. Ant., vol. h i , 17. 2 Round's Geoff.-de Mandeville.
3 Description de la Haute Normandie, vol. i, fo. 492.
1 Battle Abbey Roll, by Duch. of Cleveland, i. xxxi, 
s Pipe Colls and early charters,



R o g e r  f d e  R a m e s  5 w as su cceed ed  b y  W i l l i a m  f de R a im e s  ' 

a n d  h e  b y  h is  tw o  son s R o g e r  an d  R o b e r t , b e tw ee n  w h o m  th e  

b a r o n y  w as d iv id e d  on  W i l l i a m 's  d e a th , som e tim e  b e fo re  1 1 3 1 .6

R o b e r t 's  h a l f  b a r o n y  d escen d ed  to R ic h a r d  de R e im e s , w h o  

d ied  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  th ir te e n th  c e n tu r y , le a v in g  fo u r  

d a u g h te r s , c o h e ire sse s . 7  R o g e r  de R a im e s  ( ii)  m a rr ie d  a  

d a u g h te r  o f  A u b r e y  de Y e r e , 8  an d  d ied  in  1 1 3 1 . A n o th e r  R o g e r  

occu rs as lo rd  o f  th e  f i e f . in  1 1 5 9 ,6 a n d  in  1 1 6 5 6 W i l l i a m  

‘ de R e im e s ,' p r o b a b ly  h is  so n , 9  w as in  p ossession . H e  

a c c o m p a n ie d  R ic h a r d  C o e u r -d e -L io n  to th e  H o ly  L a n d , an d  d ied  

at J e r u s a le m  in  1 1 9 5 .10 A  R o g e r  de R e im e s  an d  a  W i l l i a m  de  

R e im e s  w ere  w ith  th e  b a ro n s in  th e ir  r e v o lt  a g a in s t  k in g  J o h n , 11  

b u t  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  m a in  b r a n c h  o f th e  fa m ily  a fte r  th a t tim e  
is at p re se n t o b scu re .

A m o n g  th e  R a im e s  estates w as a co n sid e ra b le  area  o f  la n d  

sca tte red  ro u n d  I p s w ic h , a n d  a b o u t th e  y e a r  1 2 0 0 , w e fin d  a  

f H e n r y , so n  o f  W i l l i a m  de R a im e s ,' o b ta in in g  a  g r a n t  o f  la n d  

at W h e r s t e a d , ;a v i l la g e  a b o u t fo u r  m ile s  fro m  th a t  to w n . 

R o b e r t  an d  H a m o n  de R a im e s  are w itn e sses  to th e  d ee d , 1 2  an d  

H e n r y  de R a im e s  a n d  H a m o n  an d  W i l l i a m ,  h is b roth ers , w it­

n essed  a n o th e r  deed  o f a b o u t th e  sa m e  d a te . 13  I n  1 2 0 4 , G ilb e r t  

de R e y m e s  £ g iv e s  to th e  H a n s e  of. th e  [Ip s w ic h ]  g u i ld  one  

q u a rte r  o f  m a lt , an d  g r a n ts  y e a r ly  to th e  fe r m  o f th e  sa id  

to w n  fo r  h im s e lf  an d  h is  v ille in s  in  W h e r s t e a d , th a t th e y  m a y  

b e q u it  o f  to ll  in  fo r m  a fo re sa id , fo u r  p en ce  an d  tw o  b u sh els  

o f  w h e a t. 1 4  B e tw e e n  1 2 2 5  an d  1 2 5 1 , G ilb e r t , p r io r  o f  th e  

m o n a s te r y  o f  S t . P e te r  a n d  S t. P a u l  in  I p s w ic h , g ra n ted  la n d  

in  W h e r s t e a d  to  f G ilb e r t , son  o f  R o b e r t  de R e y m e s . ' 1 5  I n  1 2 4 0  

a n o th e r  G ilb e r t  de R e y m e s  c b e c a m e  a sw orn  b u rgess  an d

6 Pipe Rolls. 7 Red Book of the Exchequer.
8 Geoff, de Mand. 9 D. C. of A . D. A.2146. ,0 Pipe Rolls.
11 Close Rolls, 1215-1217. 12 Add. Charters B. M. 10,640.
13 D. C. of A. D. A.3621. 14 Ipswich Little Domesday, fo. 172.
15 Stowe Charters, 410.



g r a n te d  b y  th e  y e a r  to  th e  said  fe r m  fo r  h im s e l f ,  an d  

h is  v i lle in s  in  W h e r s t e a d , fo u r  p en ce  a n d  tw o  b u s h e ls  o f  

w h e a t, or th a t  h e b e  a t  scot an d  l o t . ' 16  T h e  n e x t  lo r d , S ir  R o g e r  

de R e y m e s , w as in  p ossession  in  1 2 7 0 ,17  an d  in  th e  sam e y e a r  

h a d  le tte rs  o f  p ro te c tio n  fro m  th e  k in g , £ g o in g  w ith  u s an d  

ou r e ld est son  b e y o n d  seas in  aid  o f  th e  H o ly  L a n d . ' 1 8  P o s s ib ly  

he sh ared  th e  fa te  o f  th e  v a lia n t  A d a m  de J e s m o n d 19  a n d  n e v e r  

re tu rn e d , fo r  in  1 2 7 7  £ H u g h , son  o f G i lb e r t  de R e y m e s ,' f o l ­

low ed  th e  e x a m p le  of h is  fa th e r  an d  b e c a m e ' a  sw orn  b u r g e ss , 

e tc ., o f  I p s w ic h . 2 0  I n  1 2 7 6  h e h a d  le tte rs  o f  p ro te c tio n , g o in g  

w ith  R o b e r t  de U ffo r d  to Ir e la n d  fo r  th ree  y e a r s . 21  I n  1 2 8 2 -3  
th e p rio ry  o f  S t. P e te r  an d  S t. P a u l  g r a n te d  h im  £ th e  c h a n tr y  

b u ilt  in  h is  o ra to ry  w ith in  h is  co u rt in  W h e r s t e a d . ' 2 2  A  y e a r  

or tw o  la te r  h e  w as e n g a g e d  in  a  less c re d ita b le  tr a n s a c tio n , fo r  

. in  1 2 8 6  a ju r y  p re sen t £ th a t H u g h  de R e y m e s  o f W h e r s t e a d  

to o k  th e  sh eep  o f T h o m a s  E y lr e d  on th e  k in g 's  h ig h w a y  ou t o f  

Ip s w ic h  an d  c a rr ied  th e m  a w a y  to W h e r s t e a d  an d  k e p t th e m

in  h is  p a rk  t i l l  five o f  th e m  d ie d .............................. A n d  lik e w is e  h e

to ok  fr o m  th e  cart o f  th e  said  T h o m a s  tw o h orses  in  th e  k in g 's  

h ig h w a y  an d  e je cted  h is  serv an t fr o m  th e  sa id  c a rt  a g a in s t  th e  

sta tu te  o f  th e  lo r d  k i n g . ' 2 3  I n  1 2 8 6 , £ R o b e r t , son. o f  H u g h  de  

R e y m e s ,' w as co n cern ed  in  la n d  tra n sa c tio n s  n e a r  W h e r s t e a d , 2 4  

an d  in  th e  sam e y e a r  H u g h  d e  G o se b e k , th e  lo rd  o f  th e  m o ie ty  

of th e  b a ro n y  o f B o la m  in  N o r th u m b e r la n d , £ p u ts  in  h is  p la c e  

R o b e r t de R e y m e s  a g a in s t  R o g e r  de B r a h a m  on a p le a  o f  assize  

de m o rt d 'a n c e s to r . ' 2 5  A  y e a r  o r . tw o  a fte r  th is  £ H u g h  de  

R e y m e s  a n d  R o b e r t  h is  s o n ' o b ta in e d  fro m  H u g h  de G o se b e k  

a g r a n t o f  h is  m o ie ty  o f  th e  b a ro n y  o f B o la m . T h e  e v id e n ce  

p ro v in g  th is  im p o r ta n t l in k  in  th e  p ed ig re e  is as f o l l o w s : .  ■

Ipswich Little Dom. fo. 175. 17 Idem , fo. 180.
18 Rymer’s Fmdera, vol. i, part i. f<>. 484. 19 Arch. Ael., 3rd series I, 50.
20 Ipswich Lit. Dom. fo. 186. 21 Pat. Rolls, 1276.
22 Stowe Charters; 409. 23 Assize. Bolls, Suff. 829 F. 29.
24 Assize Roll, 826, fo. 10. 25 Id . 832, fo. 58.



(1) Calendar o f Close Rolls, 1288-1296, fo. 492.

Newminster. To John de Lightgrenes, escheator this side Trent; order 
not to interfere with'the lands that belonged to W alter de Cambhow as the
King le a rn s ......................that W alter held nothing at his death of the King
f in capite/ but that he held of Hugh de Gosebek, tenant-in-chief of the 
King by barony in the County of Northumberland, which barony the King 
caused to be taken into his hands by reason of the alienation thereof that 
Hugh made without his licence to Hugh de Reymes, now deceased, and to 
Robert his son, and which the King has now restored to Robert by a fine 
made with him in the exchequer, having previously taken Robert's homage, and 
it is also found by inquisition that W alter in his life never attorned himself 
to Hugh de Reymes or to Robert his son, or to the King when the barony 
was in his hands for the services that he was wont to do to Hugh de Gosebek 
for the lands.

(2) De Banco Roll3 2 Edw. n , No. 178, Trinity, fo. 265, Northumberland. ■

Robert, son of Hugh de Reymes of Wherstead, appeared by his attorney 
on the fourth day of April against Richard de Gosebek, on a plea that he 
should warrant to him a moiety of the manor of Bolam with its appurten­
ances which he holds and claims to hold of him and for which he has a 
charter of Hugh de Gosebek, father of the said Richard, whose heir he is, 
etc.

H u g h  d e  R e y m e s  d i e d  in. 1 2 9 5 ,  p r o b a b l y  in  S u f f o l k ,  h i s  

e x e c u t o r s  b e i n g  R o b e r t  d e  R e y d o n ,  C h a r le s ,  v i c a r  o f  W h e r s t e a d ,  

a n d  A l a n  d e  O r e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  o n l y  p a r t  o f  h is  w i l l  o f  

w h i c h  w e  h a v e  a n y  r e c o r d  is  t h a t  r e l a t in g  t o  h i s  p o s s e s s io n s  in  

I p s w i c h  a n d  t h e s e  h e  le a v e s  t o  i A l i c e  d e  H a s t y n g g e s . ’ 26 H i s  

s o n  R o b e r t  p a i d  h i s  r e l i e f  f o r  t h e  m o i e t y  o f  t h e  b a r o n y  o f  B o l a m 27 

b u t  d id  n o t  s u c c e e d  t o  t h e  W h e r s t e a d  e s t a t e ,  w h i c h  a p p a r e n t ly  
p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  R o b e r t  d e  R e y d o n ,  H u g h ’ s e x e c u ­

t o r .  H u g h  d e  R e y m e s  h a d  a  b r o t h e r  R o b e r t ,  w h o  w a s  .r e c t o r  

o f  E s t o n - G o s e b e k  in  S u f f o l k ,  a n d  w i t h  w h o m  h e  h a d  l a n d  t r a n s ­

a c t i o n s ,  a n d .  t h e  e v i d e n c e  g i v e n  b e l o w  s h o w s  t h a t  R o b e r t  d e  

R e y d o n ,  w h o  m a r r i e d  a s  h is  f ir s t  w i f e  A l i c e ,  d a u g h t e r  a n d  h e ir e s s

•6 W ill, Great Pleas, Ipswich. 27 Pipe Roll, 25 Ed. i.



o f  th is  R o b e r t  d e  R e y m e s  th e  p a rso n , p a r t ly  b y  h is  w ife ’ s in h e r it ­

an ce an d  p a rtly  b y  p u rc h a se  b e c a m e  lo r d  o f W h e r s t e a d 2 8  on 

th e  d e a th  o f H u g h .

Sir Andrew de Bures died in 1360 holding F oxearth ...............He had by
Alice, his wife, daughter and heiress of Sir John de Boydon (Beydon) and 
grand-daughter of Sir Bobert de Boydon, by Alice, daughter and heiress 
of Bobert de Bamis, Bobert and Andrew. (W right's Essex, vol. i, ,p. 570).

1296. Belease by Albreda, daughter of the late Gilbert de Beymes to 
Sir Bobert de Beydon, knight, of all right which accrued to her after the 
death of Sir Bobert de Beymes her brother, formerly rector of the church 
of Eston-Gosebekes, in the messuage with buildings, lands, woods, etc., in 
Wherstead, Freston, Chelminton, etc.29

1296. Similar release by Nicola, .another daughter of Gilbert de Beymes.30
1316. Bobert de Beydon is certified as lord of the townships of Beydon31 

and Wherstead.
1323. A jury certify that Bobert de Beydon, deceased, held on the day 

of his death the manors of Beydon and Wherstead.32

T liere  is , in  tb e  C a m b rid g e  U n iv e r s it y  l ib r a r y , an  e a r ly  fo u r ­

te e n th  c e n tu r y  B o o k  o f  H o u r s 3 3  h a v in g  o n  th e  first p a g e  a  rep re ­

se n ta tio n  o f a la d y  k n e e lin g  b e fo re  an  arc h b ish o p  a n d  w e a r in g  a  
red  m a n tle  on  w h ic h  is b o rn e  a cross en gra iled  or34:; th is  la d y , 

a c c o r d in g  to  M r . S t . J o h n  H o p e , is p r o b a b ly  A li c e  de R e y d o n ,  

w h ose  d ea th  in  th e  y e a r  m cccx—  is th e  o n ly  c o n te m p o r a ry  

e n try  in  th e c a le n d a r . T h re e  p a g e s  o f  th is  B o o k  o f H o u r s  are  

h e re w ith  rep ro d u ced . O n  th e  first is d ep icted  th e  .arch b ish op  

an d  la d y  as ab ove , an d  on th e  secon d  is p a rt o f  th e  £ V e n i t e /  

w h ere  w ill  b e  n o tice d  in  th e  in it ia l  V  a  sh ie ld  b e a r in g  gu les a  

cross en gra iled  or (p la te  v n i ) .  A s  th is  is n o t th e  R e y d o n  c o a t, it  

is p ro b a b le  th a t it is th a t o f  th e  la d y ?s fa th e r , R o b e r t  de R e y m e s ,  

th e y o u n g e r  b ro th e r  o f  H u g h  an d  th e  u n c le  o f  R o b e r t  de R e y m e s  

o f B o la m , w h o w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  b e a r  a  s im ila r  c o a t. I t  is a

28 It was, of course, very unusual at that period for a parson to marry, but 
' they did so in some cases. In a rental of the priory of the Holy Trinity, Ipswich,
c. 1245, we find among the holders of land in Shotley, ‘ filius persone de Schottele.

29 D. C. of A. D., G. 171. 30 Id.. C. 517. 31 Palgrave, P a ri Writs,
32 Bobert de Beydon, Chanc. I .P .M ., 16 Ed. it . No. 63.
33 Catalogue number, Dd. 4.17. 34 See plate v .i facing page 313.



c o in c id e n c e  th a t  c a n n o t b e  o v er loo k ed  th a t  th e  co at o f  R o b e r t  

d e U ffo r d , w h o  w as a c c o m p a n ie d  to Ir e la n d  in  1 2 7 6  b y  H u g h  de  

R e y m e s , w as sable a cross engrailed or an d  c e r ta in ly  su g g e sts  th e  

fe u d a l lo r d s h ip  o f  th e  TJffords ov er th e  W h e r s te a d  R e y m e s e s .

T h e  th ird  p a g e  sh ow s th e  e n tr y  in  th e  ca le n d a r  re c o rd in g  

th e  d e a th  o f  A l i c e  de R e id o n  an d  it  w ill  b e  n o tic e d  th a t  p a rt  

o f th e  x  an d  th e  f o l lo w in g  figu re  h a v e  b een  c a re le ss ly  cu t a w a y  
b y  th e  b in d e r  (p la te  i x ) .

A d d it io n a l  c o n fir m a tio n  o f  a cross engrailed  b e in g  th e  

co at o f  th e  N o r th u m b e r la n d  b r a n c h  o f  th e  R a im e s  fa m ily  has  

r e c e n tly  co m e  to l ig h t  in  M r . H e n d y ’ s N orth Country R oll o f  
A rm s , w h ere  th e  c o a t o f  R a m e s  is g iv e n  as sable a cross engrailed 
argent . 34a B y  th e  d o u b le  e v id e n ce  o f th is  R o l l  o f  A r m s  an d  
th e  B o o k  o f H o u r s , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  S u ffo lk  c o n n e x io n  

n o w  c le a r ly  e s ta b lis h e d , th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  e ffigy  in  th e  S h o r t-  

fla t t c h a p e l o f  B o la m  c h u rc h  is at la s t  se ttle d , an d  th e  engrailed  
cross on  th e  s h ie ld  sh ow s it to b e  n o t as h ith e r to  w r o n g ly  su r ­

m is e d  th e  e ffig y  o f  W a l t e r  de B o la m , b u t th a t  o f  a R e y m e s ,  

p r o b a b ly  R o b e r t  de R e y m e s , th e  first o f  th e  n o rth e rn  b r a n c h , 
w h o  d ied  in  1 3 2 4 .35

T h e  a d v o w so n  o f  th e  c h u r c h  o f  B o la m  in  1 3 0 0  b e lo n g e d  to  

T h o m a s  d e  B e k e r in g  an d  R o b e r t  de R e y m e s , w h o in  th a t  y e a r  

ag re e d  to  p re se n t a lte r n a te ly , th e  said  .T h o m a s  p re se n tin g  h is  

c le r k  o n  th is  o c c a s io n ; 3 6  an d  it  is e v id e n t b y  th e  d ea th , in  1 3 3 9 ,  

o f H e n r y  de R e y m y s , c le r k , 3( t h a t .R o b e r t  h a d  in  d u e  cou rse  

e x e rc ise d  h is  r ig h t , H e n r y  b e in g  p ro b a b ly  on e o f h is  son s. I n  

1 3 3 5  th e  a d v o w so n  w as d isp osed  o f b y  T h o m a s  de B e k e r in g  an d  

R o b e r t , son  o f  R o b e r t  de R e y m e s , to W i l l i a m  de H e r le , 3 8  an d  

th is  a c c o u n ts  fo r  h is  p r e s e n tin g  A la n  de H e p p e sc o te s  on  th e  
d e a th  o f  H e n r y  de R e y m e s . 3 7

34a Arch . Ael., 3 ser. m , 286. 35 Chanc. 7 .P .M ., file 90, No. 65.
36 Feet o f Fines, Northumberland, 28 Ed. i. 37 Reg. Pal. Dunelm., vol. -hi. 232.
38 Pat. Roll, 8 Edw. in . m. 34, Northumberland.


