
V I I . — S O M E  A C C O U N T  O E  T H E  I N C O R P O R A T E D  
C O M P A N Y  O F  F R E E  J O I N E R S  O F .  N E W C A S T L E -  
U P O N - T Y N E .  :

' B y  J o h n  St e p i -ie n s o n  R o b s o n , a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y .  
[R e a d  o n  t h e - 2 5 t h .  M a r c h , 1 9 0 8 .]

A l t h o u g h  t h e  w o o d w o r k e r s  o f  N e w c a s t le - u p o n - T y n e  w e r e  n o t  
in c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a c o m p a n y  o r  f e l lo w s h i p  u n t i l  t h e  r e ig n  o f  
q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h ,  t h e r e  i s  a m p le  e v id e n c e  f r o m  e x a m p le s  y e t  
r e m a i n in g  l o c a l l y  t h a t  t h e  c r a f t s m e n  in  t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  t r a d e  h a d  
a t t a in e d  g r e a t  p r o f i c ie n c y  i n  t h e i r  a r t  a t  l e a s t  tw o  c e n t u r ie s  
e a r l ie r .  T h e  g u i l d  o f  c a r p e n t e r s  t o o k  i t s  s h a r e  in  t h e  m y s t e r y  
p la y s  o f  t h e  m id d le  a g e s ,  a n d  t h e  p a r t i c u la r  s u b j e c t  a s s ig n e d  to  
i t  w a s  t h e  b u r ia l  o f  C h r is t ,  T h is  s e e m s  v e r y  a p p r o p r ia t e ,  a s  
t h e  c r a f t  c a r p e n t e r s  w e r e  i n t i m a t e l y  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  t h e  - th r e e  
p r i n c ip a l  e v e n t s  in  m a n ’s l i f e  h i s t o r y ,  in a s m u c h  a s  t h e y  m a d e  
h i s  c r a d le ,  h i s  n u p t i a l  b e d , a n d  h i s  c o ff in .

W h e n  D e c o r a t e d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  E n g l a n d  b e g a n  to  d e v e lo p ,  
t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  in t o  t h e  P e r p e n 
d ic u l a r  s t y l e ,  t h e  in t e r i o r s  o f  c a t h e d r a l  a n d  o th e r  c h u r c h e s  w e r e  
e n r ic h e d  a n d  b e a u t i f i e d  to  a  m u c h  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  th a n  h a d  
p r e v i o u s ly  o b t a in e d . F o r e m o s t ,  a m o n g s t  t h e s e  e m b e l l i s h m e n t s  
w e r e  t h e  r o o d  s c r e e n s ,  c h o ir  s t a l l s ,  c a n o p ie s  a n d  t a b e r n a c le  w o r k ,  
r i c h l y  c a r v e d  a n d  c u n n i n g l y  p u t  t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  w o r k  d e 
m a n d e d  a  g r e a t e r  s k i l l*  i n  t h e  c r a f t s m a n  t h a n  t h a t  w h ic h  w a s  
n e e d e d  in  t h e  r u d e r  w o o d w o r k  o f  p r e c e d in g  p e r io d s ,, a n d  a  c la s s  
o f  w o r k m e n  a r o se  w h ic h  w a s  s k i l l e d  in  t h e  a r t  o f  c o n s t r u c t in g  
e la b o r a t e  f r a m i n g ,  p a n e l l i n g ,  e t c . ,  b y  j o in in g  t h e  w o o d  t o g e t h e r  
in  v a r io u s  c o n c e a le d  m e t h o d s ,  a n d  t h e s e  c r a f t s m e n  w e r e  d i s 
t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  o t h e r  w o o d w o r k e r s  b y  t h e  t i t l e  o f  ‘ j o i n e r s . ’ 
A s  e a r iy  a s  t h e  y e a r  1 4 1 2  t h e  w o r d  ‘ j o y n o u r  ’ o c c u r s  in  E n g l i s h
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l i t e r a t u r e ,  f o r  in  L y d g a t e ’s C h ron icle  o f  T r o y i w r i t t e n  a t  t h a t  
d a t e ,  m e n t io n  is  m a d e  o f  ( e c h e  c a r v e r  a n d  c u r io u s  j o y n o u r . ’ 
T h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  jo in e r s  c a r r y in g  o n  t h e i r  t r a d e  in  ‘N e w c a s t l e  
in  the*  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  t h a t - t h e y  w e r e  s k i l f u l  w o r k m e n , 
is  e v id e n c e d  b y  t h e  s c a n t y  r e m a in s  o f  P e r p e n d i c u la r  w o o d w o r k ,  
s t i l l  e x i s t i n g ,  a  n o t a b le  e x a m p le  o f  w h ic h  is  t h e  f in e  f o n t  c o v e r  
in  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  c h u r c h  o f  S t .  N ic h o la s .

W h e n  a  m o r e  s e t t l e d  s t a t e  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  d e v e lo p 
m e n t  o f  c o m m e r c e  p r o d u c e d  a n  in c r e a s e  o f  w e a l t h ,  a n d  t h e  
m id d le  c la s s  b e g a n  to  s h a r e  in  t h e  g e n e r a l  im p r o v e m e n t ,  th e r e  
e n s u e d  a  d e m a n d  f o r  m o r e  c o m fo r t  a n d  lu x u r y  in  t h e  h o u s e s  
o f  t h e  w e l l - t o - d o .  T h e  b a r e  m a s o n r y  o f  t h e  in t e r i o r  w a l l s  w a s  
c o v e r e d  w i t h  p a n e l l i n g ,  t h e  c e i l i n g s  w e r e  e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  c a r v 
in g ,  a n d  t h e  r u d e  a n d  s im p le  f u r n i t u r e  h i t h e r t o  c o n s id e r e d  
s u f f ic ie n t  w a s  r e p la c e d  b y  f u r n i t u r e  s t i l l  s t o u t  a n d  d u r a b le ,  b u t  
m u c h  l i g h t e r  in  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  a n d  m o r e  e la b o r a t e  in  d e s ig n .  
T h is  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f ,w o o d w o r k  in  d o m e s t ic  u s e  f o u n d  a n o t h e r  
f ie ld  o f  o c c u p a t io n  f o r  t h e  j o in e r s ’ c r a f t ,  w h ic h  w a s  t h u s  g r e a t l y  
w id e n e d . D u r in g  t h e  first, p a r t  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  

.w o o d w o r k e r s  o f  N e w c a s t le  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  b e e n  w i t h o u t  a  t r a d e  
g u i ld  o r  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  b u t  in  t h e  y e a r  1 5 7 9  t h e y  b e c a m e  u n i t e d ,  
u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  ‘ H o u s e  C a r p e n te r s ’ C o m p a n y ,’ w h ic h  
r e c e iv e d  in c o r p o r a t io n  in  1 5 8 2 . T h e  w a r d e n s  w e r e  to  b e  t h r e e  
c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  o n e  jo in e r ;  T h e r e  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  a 
d e s ir e  to  d e f in e  t h e  l i m i t s  w i t h i n  w h ic h  b o t h  c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  
j o in e r s  c o u ld  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  tr a d e s . I t  w a s  e n a c t e d  t h a t  t h e  

J o in e r s  s h o u ld  w o r k  ‘ a t  t h e  s e a l in g ,  o f  h o u s e s  w i t h i n ,  t h e  m a k i n g  
o f  d o r m e n ts  a n d  w in d o w s ,,  d r a w n  t a b le s  o f  f r a m e  w o r k , a n d  
t a b le s  w i t h  t w i n ‘p o s ts ,  b u f f e t  s to o ls ,  p r e s s e s , c h a ir s ,  a n d  s c o n c e s  
o f  f r a m e  w o r k , t r e l l i s i n g  o f  w in d o w s ,  b u t t r ie s  o f  f r a m e w o r k ,  
f r a m e d  c h i s t s  a n d  a l l  o th e r s  p in n e d  w i t h  w o o d , a s  a ls o  f o r  o t h e r  
k in d s  o f  j o in e r s ’ w o r k . T h a t  t h e  tw o  tr a d e s  s h o u ld  o c c u p y  in  
c o m m o n  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  b u t t r ie s  o r a n y  o th e r  k in d  o f  w o r k  w i t h



s e a lin g -  l i n c k ,  i .e . o n e  b o a r d  g r o w e n  in  a n o t h e r  a n d  n a i l e d  w i t h  
i r o n  n a i l s ,  c h i s t s  fo r  c o r p s e s  a n d  a l l  o th e r  c h i s t s  n o t 'p in n e d  w i t h  
w o o d , l a y i n g  o f  b e d s , c u p b o a r d s  a n d  d r a w  t a b le s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
m a k i n g  o f  d o o r s  a n d  w in d o w s ,  m u ld 'e r  w o r k ; a n d  t h a i  h a l f  o f  
th e ir  f in e s  g o  to  t h e  m a in t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  b r id g e ,  a n d  t h e  
o th e r  h a l f  to  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p /

T h is  a t t e m p t  to  r e s t r i c t  w i t h i n  d e f in i t e  l i m i t s  t h e  w o r k  o f  
e a c h  o f  t h e  tw o  p a r tn e r s  in  t h e  g u i l d  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  s o u r c e  
o f  f r i c t i o n  a n d  s q u a b b l in g ,  a n d  i t  is  n o t  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t ,  a f t e r  
t e n  y e a r s  o f  u n io n ," t h e  j o in e r s  s h o u ld  h a v e  d e t e r m in e d  t o  s e v e r  
t h e ir  c o n n e x io n  w i t h  t h e  c a r p e n t e r s ,  a n d  s e t  u p  o n  t h e i r  o w n  
a c c o u n t .  T h is  t h e y  d id  o n  t h e  2 8 t h  M a r c h , 1 5 8 9 ,  w h e n  t h e y  
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  in c o r p o r a te d  
‘ C o m p a n y  o f  J o i n e r s  o f  - N e w c a s t l e - u p o n - T y n e /  T h e  o r d in a r y  
o f  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p ,  d a t e d  ‘ t h e  e i g h t  a n d  t w e n t i e t h  d a y  o f  M a r c h  
i n  t h e  o n e  a n d  t h i r t i e t h  y e a r  o f  t h e  r e ig n e  o f  o u r  s o v r e ig n  la d y  
E l i z a b e t h ,  a .d . 1 5 8 9 /  a n d  a d d r e s s e d  ‘ to  a l l  C h r is t ia n  p e o p le  to  
w h o m  t h i s  p r e s e n t  w r i t i n g  s h a l l  c o m e /  s e t s  f o r t h  t h e  e x p e c t a 
t io n s  .u n d e r  w h ic h  t h e  h o u s e  c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  jo in e r s  h a d  b e e n  
r e c e n t ly  in c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  o n e . g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h ic h  w a s  t h e n ,  
t h o u g h t  to  b e  £ to  t h e  g r e a t  q u ie t n e s s ,  p r o f i t t ,  a n d  c o m o d i t ie  o f  
t h e  f o r e s a id  f e l l o w s h i p s ,  b u t ,  c o n tr a r y  to  t h e s e  e x p e c t a t io n s ,  th e r e  
d o e t h  a r is e  a m o n g s t  t h e m  g r e a t  d e b a te s , q u a r r e l l in g s ,  m a l ic e  a n d  
s t r i f e ,  to  t h e  g r e a t e  p e r i l l  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  p a r t ie s ,  a n d  to  t h e  d a i ly  
t r o u b le  o f  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  o f  t h i s  t o w n /  A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  
j o in e r s ,  t h e  m a y o r  a n d  a ld e r m e n  h a v e  d e t e r m in e d  to  g r a n t  th e m ,  
a. s e p a r a t e  c h a r t e r  o f  - in c o r p o r a t io n  t h e  t e r m s  o f  w h ic h  a r e  s e t ,  
f o r t h  a t  g r e a t  l e n g t h .  T w o  w a r d e n s  a r e  to  b e  a n n u a l ly  
a p p o i n t e d ; t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  i s  to  p o s s e s s  t h e  r i g h t  to  s u e  a n d  
b e  s u e d ; to  m a k e  b y e la w s^  a n d  to  im p o s e  f in e s  o n  t h o s e  o f  
t h e i r  m e m b e r s  w h o  t r a n s g r e s s  t h e m . A n y  m e m b e r  w h o  
a b u s e s  a n o t h e r  i s  l i a b l e  to  a  f in e  o f  1 3 s . 4 d . ,  a n d  o n e  w h o  f s t r ik e s  
o r  b e a t s ' a n o t h e r  ‘ w i t h  h i s  f i s t  o r d a g g e r  o r  a n y  o th e r  k in d  o f



w e a p o n  * to  o n e  o f  2 6 s . 8d . T h e  f e l l o w s h i p  i s  to  h e  r e s p o n s ib le  
f o r  it s  s h a r e  in  p la y s  a n d  m a r t i a l  e x h i b i t i o n s .  N o  S c o t  o r  
a l i e n  i s  to  b e  a d m i t t e d  a s  a n  a p p r e n t ic e .  T h e  w a r d e n s  o f  t h e  
c o m p a n y  a r e  to  h a v e  p o w e r  to  s e a r c h  o u t  a n d  in s p e c t  w o r k  d o n e  
b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  b r o th e r h o o d , a n d  to  f in e  t h o s e  g u i l t y  o f  
d o i n g  in e f f i c ie n t  w o r k . A t t e m p t s  a r e  a g a in  m a d e  to  a p p o r t io n  t h e  
w o r k  o f  e a c h  s o c ie t y ,  t h e  j o in e r s  b e i n g  a l lo w e d  a, m o n o p o ly  o f  
‘ a l l  s e a l in g  o f  h o u s e s  w i t h i n ,  d o r m e n ts  a n d  w in d o w s , t o g e t h e r  
w it h  m a k i n g  a l l  d r a w  t a b le s  o f  f r a m e d  w o r k , a l l  o t h e r  t a b le s  
w it h  t u r n e d  p o s t s ,  m a k i n g  o f  a l l  b u f f e t t  s t a l l s ,  f o r m e s  w i t h  
t u r n e d  f e e t  a n d  c u t  s id e s ,  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  f o r m e s  r u n  w i t h  a n y  
p la in e .  B u f f e t t s ,  a m m e r e s , p r e s s e s ,  c h a ir s  a n d  s c r e e n s , b e i n g  
o f  f r a m e d  w o o d e , t h e  m a k i n g  o f  a l l  c a s e m e n t s ,  t r e l l e s i n g  o f  
w in d o w s , b u t t r e s s e s  o f  f r a m e d  w o r k e , f r a m e d  c h e i s t s /  a n d  a l l  
o th e r  c h e i s t s  b e i n g  p in n e d  w i t h  w o o d  5 a r e  s p e c i a l l y  m e n t io n e d ,  
A  l i s t  o f  a r t i c l e s  n a i le d  w i t h  ir o n , a n d  n o t  p in n e d  w i t h  w o o d , o f  
w h ic h  b o t h  c a r p e n te r s  a n d  j o in e r s  m a y  f o e c u p ie  t h e  m a k i n g /  i s  
f u r t h e r  a d d e d . A l l  f in e s  a r e  to  g o  ‘ o n e  h a l f  to  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  t o w n  
a n d  to w a r d s  t h e  m a in t e n a n c e  a n d  r e p a ir in g  o f  t h e  g r e a t  b r id g e  
o f  t h e  to w n e  5 a n d  h a l f  to  t h e  w a r d e n s  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y . A l l  
d is p u t e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  s o c ie t i e s  t h u s  s e p a r a t e d ,  a s  to  t h e  
in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r d in a r y ,  a r e  to  b e  r e fe r r e d  to  t h e  m a y o r  
a n d  " a ld e r m e n . T h e  o r d in a r y  is  s ig n e d  b y  R o g e r  * N ic h o la s ,  
m a y o r ,  R o b e r t  A n d e r s o n ,  " W ill ia m  S e lb ie ,  H e n r y  A n d e r s o n ,  
R o b e r t  B a r k e r ,  M a r k e  S h a f t o e ,  R o g e r  R a w , W i l l i a m  R id d e l l ,  
H e n r y  M it f o r d ,  H e n r y  C h a p m a n  a n d  E d w a r d  L e w e n ,  a ld e r m e n ,  
a n d  G e o r g e  F a r r a b ie ,  s h e r i f f .  T h e  b r e t h r e n  w e r e  c h a r g e d  t o  
b e a r  a r m s  in  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  t o w n , t h e  p a r t i c u la r  p o r t io n  o f  th e  
t o w n  w a l l  a s s ig n e d  to  t h e i r  c h a r g e  in c lu d e d  t h e  P i l g r i m s 5 G a te .  
T h e  g a t e  b e i n g  o n  t h e  n o r th e r n  o r  S c o t t i s h  s id e  o f  t h e  to w n ,  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  m o r e  l i a b le  to  a t t a c k ,  t h i s  t r u s t  t e n d s  to  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  
b r o th e r h o o d  w a s  a m o n g s t  t h e  s t a lw a r t s  o f  t h e  t o w n  d e f e n d e r s .  
T h e  r o o m  a b o v e  t h e  g a t e w a y  c o n t in u e d  to  b e  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e
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o f  . t h e  c o m p a n y , u n t i l  i t s  d e m o l i t i o n  in  1 8 0 2 ,  w h e n  a  n e w  
m e e t i n g  h o u s e  w a s  b u i l t  b y  t h e  c o m p a n y  in  H i g h  F r i a r  S t r e e t .  
T h is  a ls o  w a s  d e m o l is h e d  in  1 9 0 1  to  m a k e  r o o m  f o r  t h e  n e w  
b u i ld in g s  o f  t h e  Y o u n g ' M e n ’s C h r is t ia n  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  
c o m p a n y  is  n o w  w i t h o u t  a  l o c a l  h a b i t a t io n .  '

T h e  h e a d  m e e t i n g ,  d a y  w a s  S t .  P e t e r ’s d a y  [ 2 9 t h  J u n e ] ,  
a n d  t h e  c o m p a n y  a s s u m e d  t h e  c o a t  o f  a r m s , Gules, a chevron 
argent between-two pairs o f compasses above, and a sphere in base 
or, on a chief o f the last'a pale azure between two roses gules', seeded 
of the third barhed vert, on the pale ‘ an escallop shell o f the 
second; a n d  c r e s t ,  a dem-i-savage proper, wreathed about the 
head and waist with learns vert, holding in his dexter hand over 
his shoulder a tilting spear or, headed argent; t h e  m o t t o  b e i n g  
f I n  G o d  i s  a l l  o u r  t r u s t . ’ T h i s  is  v e r y  s im i la r  to  t h e  a r m s  b o r n e  
b y  t h e  j o in e r s ’ c o m p a n y  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  L o n d o n ,  in c o r p o r a te d *  in  
t h e  y e a r  1 5 7 1 .

T h e  n e w  c o m p a n y  ' t h u s  f o r m e d  e n t e r e d  u p o n  a  p e r io d  o f  
u s e f u ln e s s  a n d  a c t i v i t y ,  w h ic h  is  c o n t in u e d  d o w n  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e .  T h e  r is e  o f ' N e w c a s t l e  in  w e a l t h  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  w a s  j u s t  
t h e n  v e r y  r e m a r k a b le ,  t h e  g r e a t  in f l u x  o f  t r a d e  to  t h e  p o r t  h a d  
e n r ic h e d  i t s  m e r c h a n t s ,  a n d  a  p o r t io n  o f  t h e i r  w e a l t h  w a s  s p e n t  
i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  h a n d s o m e  a n d  p ic t u r e s q u e ,  m a n y - w in d o w e d  a n d J 
m a n y - g a b l e d  h o u s e s ,  jw h ic h  fo r m e d  s u c h  a  p r o m in e n t  f e a t u r e  in  
th e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f. t h e  t o w n ,  a n d  m a d e  t h e  Q u a y s id e  so  p i c 
t u r e s q u e  a  s u b j e c t  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  a r t i s t .  T h e s e  h o u s e s  d is p la y e d  
in  m a n y  a  p a n e l le d  r o o m ,, c a r v e d  f i r e p la c e  a n d  o a k e n  s t a i r c a s e ,  
t h e  s k i l l  a n d  a r t i s t i c  t a s t e  o f  t h e  o ld  c r a f t s m e n .  A m o n g s t  
t h e  b e s t  e x a m p le s  s t i l l  s u r v i v i n g  o f  t h e  j o in e r  w o r k  o f  t h i s  
p e r io d , a r e  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  m e r c h a n t s ’ c o u r t s  in  t h e  G u i ld h a l l  
d a t e d  - 1 6 3 6 ;  t h e  p a n e l le d  a n d  p a in t e d  r o o m  in  t h e  s a m e  
b u i ld in g  c a l l e d  t h e  m a y o r ’s p a r lo u r ,  w h e r e  t h e  g r a n d  j u r y  
n o w  s i t s ;  t h e  p u lp i t  o f  S t .  J o h n ’s c h u r c h ;  t h e  r o o m s  in  t h e  
S u r t e e s  h o u s e ,  S a n d h i l l ,  w i t h  t h e i r  h a n d s o m e l y  c a r v e d  f ir e -



p la c e s  ; t h e  c h a p e l  in  t h e  T r i n i t y  h o u s e .  C o s y n s  h o u s e , ' n o .  1 
Q u a y s id e ,  h a s  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d , a n d  u n h a p p i ly  
m a n y  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  w h ic h  s to o d  i n t a c t  a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  m id d le  
o f  l a s t  c e n t u r y  h a v e  n o w  d is a p p e a r e d  to  m a k e  w a y  fo r  m o d e r n  
i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  b u t  e n o u g h  is  s t i l l  l e f t  to  s h o w  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  
o f  w o r k m a n s h ip  a n d  b e a u t y  o f  d e s ig n  w h ic h  c h a r a c t e r iz e d  t h e  
j o in e r y  o f  t h e  J a c o b e a n  p e r io d ,  e x e c u t e d  b y  t h e  b r o th e r h o o d .

I n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n o t h e r  c h a n g e  
in  t h e  d iv i s io n  o f  w o r k  to o k  p la c e .  T h e  in t r o d u c t io n  in t o  f u r n i 
t u r e  o f  t h e  a r ts  o f  v e n e e r i n g  a n d  i n l a y i n g ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  h i g h l y  
d e c o r a t e d  d e s ig n s  t h e r e b y  r e n d e r e d  p o s s ib le ,  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a d e 
m a n d  f o r  w o r k m e n  s k i l l e d  p a r t i c u la r l y  i n  t h e s e  a r t s ,  a n d  t h e  
m a k i n g  o f  f u r n i t u r e  b e c a m e  le s s  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  j o in e r ,  a n d  
m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  n e w  c r a f t s m e n .  T h e s e  b e c a m e  
d e s ig n a t e d  c a b in e t  m a k e r s ,  p r o b a b ly  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e ir  
g r e a t e s t  s k i l l  a n d  i n g e n u i t y  w e r e  d is p la y e d  in  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  
o f  t h o s e  e la b o r a t e  p ie c e s  o f  f u r n i t u r e ,  w i t h  m a n y  d r a w e r s , a n d  
e n c lo s e d  b y  f o l d i n g  d o o r s , w h ic h  w e r e  so  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h i s  
p e r io d ,  a n d  w h ic h  a r e  n o w  so  m u c h  p r iz e d  b y  t h e i r  f o r t u n a t e  
p o s s e s s o r s .  T h e  F r e n c h  t e r m  £ e b e n i s t e  ’ f o r  t h e  s a m e  c la s s  o f  
w o r k m e n  s e e m s  to  f a v o u r  t h i s  e x p la n a t io n ,  a s  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  
l a r g e l y  m a d e  o f  e b o n y .  T h e  j o in e r s ’ c o m p a n y  a c c o r d in g ly  f o u n d  
i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  r e la x  t h e  ■ s t r i n g e n c y  o f  i t s  r u l e s  a g a in s t  t h e  
e m p l o y m e n t  o f  f o r e ig n e r s ,  s o  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  g a i n  e x p e r ie n c e  
in  t h i s  n e w  b r a n c h  o f  w o r k  b y  a v a i l i n g  i t s e l f  o f  t h e  - s e r 
v ic e s  o f  t h o s e  s k i l l e d  in  t h e  a r ts  o f  v e n e e r i n g  a n d  i n l a y i n g .  
T h e  p r i v i l e g e  w a s  a b u s e d  a n d  in  1 7 1 5  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o r d e r  w a s  
m a d e :

f W hereas by 2 severall orders made 20 or 30 years ago regarding the 
em ploym ent of foreigners, and which said orders were made a t a tim e when  
there was not a com petent num ber of free brothers to supply and assist in -the 
art of cab inet m aking, in lay in g  and phinearing, and it  was agreed th at if 
any brother did undertake th a t business of a cabinet maker, such brother 
m ig h t have liberty  to entertain , hire or sett at work such journeyman or



journeymen, in „cabinet, work only. B u t of la te  years some brothers have 
employed foreign journeym en, who were not com petent workmen in  th a t art 
and trade 'o f " cabinet-  "making-, in lay in g  " and pM nearing.' 'B rothers h aving  
em ployed foreigners as journeym en who have not been instructed  in it  before 
they came ,to this tow n, to the great prejudice of the said com pany, it  is now 
declared th at the 2 above in  part recited orders, shall be henceforth null and 
void. Any brother of the said company may have free liberty  to b eg in  and 
end all the work th a t he or th ey  shall take, in  hand. E very brother may 
e n ter ta in ,. hire or set a t work -such journeyman or journeym en who have 
served 7 years and are com pleat workmen, or have w rought 7 years in the  
said art andVhrade of cabinet m aking, in lay in g  and p h in earin g /.

T h e  w o r d  c a b in e t  m a k e r  o c c u r s  a s  e a r ly  a s  168-1, w h e n  i t  i s  
m e n t io n e d  in  t h e  t r ia l  o f  o n e  C o l le d g e ,  a. j o in e r ,  i m p l i c a t e d  i n  
t h e  P o p i s h  p lo t .  T h e  j o in e r s 1 c o m p a n y ,  h o w e v e r ,  d id  n o t  lo s e  
i t s  m e m b e r s  w h e n  t h e y  b e c a m e  c a b i n e t  m a k e r s .  N o  g u i l d  o f  
t h a t  c r a f t  w a s  f o u n d e d ;  a n d  t h e y  c o n t in u e d  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  
to  r e m a in  i n  t h e ir  o ld  c o m p a n y ,  o n l y  a d d i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  t i t l e  to  
th e  f ir s t ,  a n d  s t y l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  ' j o i n e r s  a n d  c a b in e t  m a k e r s /  
A s  l a t e  as  1 7 7 8 ,  w h e n  t h e  f i r s t  N e w c a s t l e  d ir e c t o r y  w a s  p u b 
l i s h e d  b y  W .  W h i t e h e a d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o f  th e  t h i r t y - t h r e e  m a s t e r  
j o in e r s  a n d  c a b in e t  m a k e r s  t h e n  c a r r y in g  o n  b u s in e s s  i n  N e w 
c a s t le ,  s i x t e e n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  j o in e r s ’ c o m p a n y . T h is  n u m b e r  
g r a d u a l l y  d e c r e a s e d  a s  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h e  f r e e m e n  w e r e  c u r 
t a i l e d ,  b u t  d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y  t h e  b r o th e r h o o d  in c lu d e d  
s u c h  w e l l - k n o w n  m a k e r s  o f  f u r n i t u r e  a s  F a r r i n g t o n s ,  S o p w it h s ,  
R o b s o n s ,  L id d e l l s ,  R e n w ic k s ,  a n d  J a m e s e s .  T h e y  p r e s e r v e d  t h e  
t r a d i t io n s  o f  g o o d  w o r k m e n s h ip  w h ic h  h a d  c h a r a c t e r iz e d  t h e  
p r o d u c t io n s  o f  t h e  c r a f t  f r o m  t h e  f o r m a t io n  o f  t h e  b r o th e r h o o d .

A m o n g s t  t h e  n a m e s  j u s t  m e n t io n e d ,  p e r h a p s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
o r ig in a l  w a s  R ic h a r d ' F a r r in g t o n ,  b o r n  in  1 7 6 7 ,  a n d  d ie d  i n  1 8 4 0 ,  
a  m e m b e r  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  o ld e s t  f a m i l i e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  g u i l d ,  
t h e  n a m e ' o f  a  R ic h a r d  F a r r i n g t o n  o c c u r r in g  a s  e a r ly  a s  1 6 8 9 .  
I n  h i s  e a r ly  d a y s  h e  w a s  a c o n te m p o r a r y  o f  t h e  c e le b r a t e d  
T h o m a s  S h e r a t o n  a n d  A . H e p p le w h i t e ,  a n d  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  m a d e  
b y  h i s  f ir m  w a s  n o t a b le  fo r  i t s  e x c e l l e n t  d e s ig n  a n d  p e r f e c t  w o r k -



R I C H A R D  F A R R I N G T O N .

From the bust, executed by himself, on his tomb in Jesmond Old Cemetery.



m a n s h ip .  T h e  b u s t  u p o n  b i s  t o m b  in  J e s m o n d  o ld  c e m e t e r y ,  
e x e c u t e d  b y - h i s  o w n  h a n d ,  t e s t i f i e s  to  h i s  a b i l i t y  a s  a  s c u lp to r *  
T h is  f ir m , in  a d d i t io n  to  c a b in e t  m a k i n g ,  w e r e  s h i p b u i l d e r s  o n  
t h e  N o r t h  S h o r e ,  a n d  R ic h a r d  F a r r i n g t o n  h a d  a, h i g h  r e p u t a t io n  
fo r  c a r v in g  t h e  f i g u r e h e a d s ,  w h ic h  a t  t h a t  t i m e  g r a c e d  t h e  p r o w s  
o f  t h e  o ld  s a i l i n g  s h ip s .

T h e  f u r n i t u r e  m a k e r s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  n e v e r  p u t  
t h e i r  n a m e s  u p o n  t h e i r  w o r k , so  t h a t  i t  is  d i f f ic u l t  to  i d e n t i f y .  
N o w a d a y s  i t  i s  a l l  c la s s e d  a s  C h ip p e n d a le  o r S h e r a t o n ;  b u t ,  
in  s o m e  r a r e  in s t a n c e s ,  a  w o r k m a n  h a s  l e f t  a  p e n c i l l i n g  i n  s o m e  
H id d e n  p o r t io n  o f  h i s  w o r k . S o m e  o f  t h e s e  h a v e  c o m e  u n d e r  t h e  
w r i t e r ’s n o t ic e .  T h u s  a  h a l f - c i r c u la r  s a t in  w o o d  c a r d  t a b le  w i t h  
b e a u t i f u l l y  in la id  to p  w a s  m a r k e d  in  p e n c i l  ‘ J o h n  H .  G o o d r ic k  
m a d e  t h e s e  t a b le s  a n n o  d o m in i  1 7 9 4 , 4 t h  J u l y ,  p r e n t ic e  to  J a c k  
W i l s o n  3 ; a  b o w  f r o n t e d  m a h o g a n y  c a b in e t  w i t h  s a t in w o o d  i n la y ,  
a f t e r  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  S h e r a t o n , b o r e  t h e  n a m e  o f  R a l p h  C a r n a b y  
a n d  w a s  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  1 s t ,  1 8 0 6 .  T h i s  le a d s  t o  t h e  in f e r e n c e  
t h a t  m u c h  o f  t h e  o ld  f u r n i t u r e ,  n o w  so  p r iz e d  b y  c o l l e c t o r s ,  w a s  
m a d e  l o c a l l y  a n d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  j o in e r s ’ c o m p a n y .

M a r g a r e t .  S t e p h e n s o n ,  r e l i c t  o f  M r . J o h n  S t e p h e n s o n ,  m e r 
c h a n t ,  o f  N e w c a s t le ,  d ie d  2 3 r d  A u g u s t ,  1 7 2 9 ,  a n d  b y  h e r  l a s t  w i l l  
a n d  t e s t a m e n t  g a v e  ‘ to  t h e  c o m p a n y  , o f  j o in e r s  o f  N e w c a s t l e  
a f o r e s a id  20£. to  b e  l e n t  to  tw o  s u c h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  as  
s h a l l  w a n t  s to c k  to  s e t  u p  w i t h  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  in t e r e s t  
a n d  so  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  o th e r  tw o  s u c h  b r e t h r e n  o f  t h e  s a id  
jo in e r s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  e v e r y  f o u r .y e a r s  fo r  e v e r . ’ T h e  k in d  b e q u e s t  
o f  t h i s  g o o d  la d y  to  a id  y o u n g  j o in e r s  i n - c o m m e n c i n g  b u s in e s s  
o n  t h e ir  o w n  a c c o u n t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  a s  s h o w in g  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t r a d e  
a t  t h a t  p e r io d ,  t h e  p r e s u m p t io n  b e i n g  t h a t  a n  a p p r e n t i c e  j u s t  o u t  
o f  h i s  t i m e  h a d  p r o v id e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t o o ls  d u r in g  h i s  a p p r e n 
t i c e s h ip ,  a n d  i f  h e  c o u ld  o b t a in  a n  o r d e r , c o u ld  f o r t h w i t h  b lo s 
so m  in t o  a  m a s te r  c r a f t s m a n  w i t h  h i s  10L w o r t h  o f  m a t e r i a l .  
T h e s e  s u m s , t h o u g h  o f t e n  l e n t  to  p o o r  b r e t h r e n ,  a x e  s t i l l  i n



p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ,  a n d  a t  t h e  d is p o s a l  o f  a n y  y o u n g  
a s p ir a n t  w h o  c a n  s a t i s f y  t h e  w a r d e n s  a s  to  t h e  s e c u r i t y .

M r s . F a i r b r i d g e ,  w id o w  o f  a n o t h e r  b r o th e r ,  w h o  d ie d  i n  
1 7 4 3 ,  a ls o  l e f t  to  - th e  c o m p a n y  2 0 7 ., t h e  in t e r e s t  o f  w h ic h  w a s  
to  b e  p a id  to  t h e  p o o r  w id o w s  o f  d e c e a s e d  b r e t h r e n  o n  S t .  P e t e r ’s 
d a y . T h i s  c h a r i t y  a l s o  is  s t i l l  in  e x i s t e n c e . .

• R E L A T IO N S W IT H  T H E  C A R P E N T E R S . - -

A c c o r d in g  to  t h e  d e e d  o f  in c o r p o r a t io n ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  m a n y  
q u a r r e ls  b e t w e e n  t h e  c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  t h e  j o in e r s ,  a n d . in d e e d  t h e  
c o m p a n y  h a d  b e e n  f o r m e d  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  p u r p o s e  o f  s e c u r in g  
p e a c e .  I n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  j o in e r s  m a y  c a lw a i s e  h e r e a f t e r  l i v e  
in  u n i t i e  a n d  m o r e  c i v i l  a n d  b e t t e r  o r d e r  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a n  
h e r e t o f o r e  ’ t h e  j o in e r s  w e r e  o n  t h e i r  o w n  p e t i t i o n  in c o r p o r a te d  
in t o  a  s e p a r a t e  c o m p a n y .  B u t  t h e  h o p e  o f  £ m o r e  c i v i l  a n d  b e t t e r  
o r d e r  ’ o r  a t  l e a s t  o f  ‘ u n i t i e /  w a s  n o t  r e a l iz e d ,  a n d  t h e  m in u t e  
b o o k s  o f  t h e  n e x t  tw o  c e n t u r ie s  c o n t a in  f r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  
to  d i s p u t e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  s o c ie t i e s  o n  t h e  e v e r  o p e n  q u e s t io n  
o f  o v e r la p p in g .  I n  1 6 9 6 ,  d i s p u t e s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  f r e q u e n t , ,  
f o r  tw o  o f  t h e  a ld e r m e n  o f  t h e  d a y  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  b r in g  t h e  
p a r t i e s  t o g e t h e r .  T w o  i n t e r e s t in g  m in u t e s  p r o v e  t h i s ,  t h o u g h  
i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e - t o  s a y  w h e t h e r  o r  n o . t h e  c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  jo in e r s  
c a m e  to  a n y  d e f in i t e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  fo r  t h e  t i m e .

O n  J u l y  2 9 t h ,  1 6 9 6 ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e n t r y :
f W hereas Thomas French, one of the members of th is company, was on 

the 26th in st. ordered by Alderman W hite to give notice to the stewards of 
th is society of a m eeting to be of the said  Alderm an W hite and Alderman  
W ars in  the afternoon to  term inate differences between the company and the  
carpenters, to the end, th e alderman- said, our stewards m ight not be circum
vented , y e t the said Thom as ffrench, in disobedience and neglect of the said  
order of the m agistrates and in  violation  of h is oath, whereby he is obliged  
to doe all th in g s for th e benefit and commodity of th is company, and to the  
great dam age and prejudice, did not acquaint the said stewards, by reason 
whereof th ey  were a ltogether unprovided to attend  th e  said m eeting, not 
having any notice of it  u n till th e serjeants came for th em ...............s
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T H E  S T E P H E N S O N  A R M S .



U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  e n t r y  b r e a k s  o f f  h e r e  a n d  i t  is  n o t  
r e c o r d e d  w h a t  p e n a l t y  w a s  in f l i c t e d  o n  t h e  n e g l e c t f u l  F r e n c h ,  
b u t  s e r io u s  d e l a y  s e e m s  to  h a v e  t a k e n  p la c e  in  t h e  n e g o t ia t io n s ,  

. f o r  f iv e  m o n t h s  l a t e r , ' o n  D e c e m b e r  3 0 t h ,  1 6 9 6 ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  
a p p o in t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  to . a c t  f o r  i t  "in t h e  m a t t e r .  A c c o r d 
i n g  to  t h e  e n t r y ,  c i t  w a s  v o t e d  t h i s  d a y  b y  t h e  w h o le  c o m p a n y  
t h a t  R ic h a r d  H a r r i n g t o n  a n d  C h r is to p h e r  B la n d ,  t h e  s t e w a r d s  
o f  t h i s  s o c ie t y , ,  b e  f r e e l y  im p o w e r e d  to  m a n a g e ,  d ir e c t ,  a n d  
e x p e d i t e  a l l  m a t t e r s  in  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w i x t  t h i s  c o m p a n y  a n d  t h e  
h o u s e  c a r p e n t e r s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e i r  d i s c r e t io n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  
c o m p a n y  w i l l  b o a r d  a n d  d e f r a y  a n d  p a y  a l l  s u c h  c o s t s  a n d  
c h a r g e s  a n d  e x p e n s e s  a s  t h e y  s h a l l  s u s t a in  a n d  e x p e n d  in t o  in', o r  
a b o u t  t h e  s a m e /  ‘

A  d o c u m e n t ,  e x e c u t e d  b e t w e e n  T h o m a s  L a n g s t a f f ,  M a t t h e w  
Y o u n g  a n d  R ic h a r d  C h a m b e r s , o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c a r p e n t e r s ,  a n d  
J o h n  W a lk e r ,  t h e  e ld e r ,  W i l l i a m  D i x o n  a n d  R ic h a r d  H a r r i n g 
t o n ,  o n  t h a t  o f  t h e .  j o in e r s ,  p r o v id e s  f o r  f u t u r e  d i s p u t e s ; a n d  fr p m  
t h a t  t i m e  f o r w a r d  e v e r y  n e w  f r e e m a n  a d m i t t e d  in t o  e i t h e r  ! o f  
t h e  c o n t r a c t in g  c o m p a n ie s  is  to  b e  r e q u ir e d  b y  t h e  s t e w a r d s ”, to  
e n t e r  in t o  a  b o n d  to  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  lO O h a s  s e c u r i t y  a g a in s t  h is  
u n d e r t a k in g  a n y  o f  t h e  k in d s  o f  w o r k  s c h e d u le d  fo r  t h e  o th e r  
c o m p a n y ;  I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  h i s  v i o l a t i n g  h i s  p le d g e ,  h e  i s  to  b e  
l i a b l e  to  a  f o r f e i t  o f  50Z., w h i l e  i t  i s  s t ip u la t e d  t h a t  h is  c o m 
p a n y  s h a l l  n o t  a s s i s t  h im  i n  h i s  d e f e n c e  a g a in s t  a n y  l e g a l  a c t io n  
t a k e n  a g a i n s t  h im  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  o f f e n c e .  P r o v i s i o n  i s  " m ad e  
fo r  t h e  p e r io d ic a l  in s p e c t io n  o f  e a c h ‘s o c ie t y ' s  b o o k s  a t  M ic h a e l 
m a s  a n d  W h i t s u n t i d e ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n e w  m e m b e r s  
m a y  b e  a s c e r t a in e d .  . T h e  d e e d  i s  in  a n  im p e r f e c t  c o n d i t io n ,  
a n d  e i t h e r  w a s  n e v e r  c o n p le t e d  or* t h e  s ig n a t u r e s  a r e  - lo s t . T h e  
n a m e s  o f  J o h n  W a l k e r  a n d  " R ic h a r d  H a r r i n g t o n  a p p e a r  f r e 
q u e n t ly  in  t h e  d a y  b o o k  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  1 7 1 4 .

S u c h  a t t e m p t s  a t  s e t t l e m e n t  w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  in e f f e c t i v e ,  a n d  
d is p u t e s  s t i l l  r a g e d .  A m o n g  t h e  d i s b u r s e m e n t s  fo r  1 7 2 8 ; fo r



t h e  f a r e r i d g e  a r m s ,



in s t a n c e  i s  f o u n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s ig n i f i c a n t  e n t r y ,  kG rave M r . 
L o n g s t a f f  f o r  s e r v in g  c o p y  o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  c o m m o n  c o u n c i l  u p o n  
t h e  s te w a r d s -  o f  t h e  c a r p e n te ir s ’; -c o m p a n y . 5 s /  P o s s i b l y  T h is  
o r d e r  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  m a d e  in  1 6 9 6 .  I n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r  th e r e  
i s  a n  i t e m  o f  3 s. a l l o w e d  f o r  e x p e n s e s  s p e n t  in  g a o l  f in-: d i s 
c h a r g in g  a  c a r p e n t e r  f o r  m a k i n g  b e d s . '

I f , t h e  jo in e r s  w e r e  j e a lo u s  o f  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  b y  t h e  c a r p e n 
te r s ,  t h e y  w e r e  e q u a l ly  c o n c e r n e d  to  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  m o n o p o ly  o f  
t h e  j o in e r  w o r k  in  t h e  t o w n  f r o m  ‘ f o r e i g n e r s /  a s  a l l  o u t s id e r s  
w e r e  c a l l e d .  I n  1 6 9 4  i s  f o u n d  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  e n t r y  : * V o t e d  
b y  t h e  m a jo r  p a r t- o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  t h a t  M a t t h e w  H i l l s  a n d  
T h o m a s  P a t t i s o n  d o e  g o e  a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  s te w a r d s  to  a s s i s t  t h e m  
a b o u t  im p o r t i n g  w o r k  l a t e l y  d o n e  b y  f o r e ig n e r s  a t  M r . P h i l l i p -  
s o n Js h o u s e  a t  S p i t t l e  T o n g u e s ,  a n d  in  g o i n g  b e f o r e  M r . M a io r ,  
a n d  w h a t  is  o b l ig e d  a b o u t  t h a t  b u s i n e s s /  I n  1 7 2 8  t h e r e  a r e  
s e v e r a l  e n t r ie s  r e l a t i n g  to  a  S c o t s  j o in e r  w h o  h a d  e v i d e n t l y  b e e n  
d o i n g  w o r k  i n  t h e  t o w n .

T h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  s t e w a r d s  c o n t a in  a n  e n t r y  o f  5 s . s p e n t  
in  s o a k in g  a  S c o t s  j o in e r  in  S a n d g a t e ,  a n d  M r . M a r s h a l l  a n d  
M r . A t k i n s o n  a r e  a l lo w e d  9 s .  fo r  m o n e y  s p e n t  w h i l e  d i s c h a r g in g  
S c o t s  j o in e r s  in  S a n d g a t e .

B u t  i f  t h e  s o c i e t y  h a d  t r o u b le  w i t h  n o n - m e m b e r s ,  i t  w a s  n o t  
w it h o u t  i n t e r n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  T h e s e  m a y  b e  d iv id e d  in t o  th r e e  
c la s s e s ,  f ir s t  t h e r e  w a s  a  c o n t i n u a l  t e n d e n c y  to  sca m p , w o r k  a n d  
c o n s e q u e n t  t r o u b le  w i t h  t h e  s e a r c h e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  a p p o in t e d  to  
d e a r  w i t h  o f f e n c e s  o f  t h i s  k in d .  T h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  o n  
t h i s  m a t t e r ,  b e a u t i f u l l y  e n g r o s s e d  in  a  m a n u s c r ip t  f o l i o  o f  1 7 2 9 ,  
r u n s  , a s  f o l l o w s  : — ‘ I f  a n y  b r o th e r  o f  t h is  c o m p a n y  f in i s h  a  
p ie c e  o f  w o r k , a n d  t h e  o w n e r  t h e r e o f ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  s h a l l  
c o m p la in  t h e r e o f ,  a n d  t h e  s a m e  b e  - fo u n d  n o t - w o r k m a n l i k e  d o n e  
b y  t h e  s e a r c h e r s  o f  t h e  s a id  c o m p a n y , t h e n  h e  w h ic h  h a t h  s o e  
w r o u g h t  t h e  s a m e  s h a l l  f o r f e i t  to  t h e  s a id  c o m p a n y  t h e  s u m  o f  
I s .  8d . in  t h e  <£, o r  o n e  p e n n y  in  t h e  s h i l l i n g ,  o n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
s u c h  in s u f f ic i e n t  w o r k .’



I t  w o u ld  b e  t e d io u s  to  r e c i t e  t h e  n u m e r o u s  r e c o r d s  o f  c o m 
p la i n t s - a r i s i n g  b u t  o f  a t t e m p t s  to  e n f o r c e  t h i s  r u l e .  G e n e r a l ly  
i t  is  t h e  s e a r c h e r s  w h o  m a d e  c o m p la in t  o f  t h e  a b u s iv e  l a n g u a g e  
u s e d  to  t h e m  w h e n  m a k i n g  in v e s t ig a t io n s  in t o  c a s e s  o f  b a d  
w o r k m a n s h ip .  I n  1 7 1 4  i t  is  r e c o r d e d  o f  s u c h  a  c o m p la in t ,  £ t h e  
s e a r c h e r s /  t h e  m in u t e  s a y s ,  ‘ c o m p la in  o f  J o h n  W a l k e r  f o r  
a b u s in g  th e m  w h e n  t h e y  w e n t  to  s e a r c h  h i s  w o r k , a n d  s a y in g ,  
“ y o u  s e a r c h  s u c h  t h in g s  as  y o u  c a n n o t  m a k e ,  a n d  i f  C u th b e r t  
R o b in s o n  h a d  b e e n  a ,tt h o m e  a n d  g iv e n  y o u  a  g i l l  o f  a l e  y o u  
w o u ld  .h a v e  p a s t  i t  b y .55 ' S o m e t im e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s  t h e  
s e a r c h e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  w h o  w e r e  a t  f a u l t .  O n  1 5 t h  A p r i l ,  1 7 1 8 ,  
R ic h a r d  W i l k i n s o n  c o m p la in s  o f  t h e  s e a r c h e r s , f J o h n  C h a r lto n  
a n d  R ic h a r d  G u t h r e y ,  fo r  c o m in g  in  a  r io t o u s  m a n n e r  in t o  h is  
h o u s e ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  h a n d s h a k in g ,  a n d  r a n s a c k i n g  h i s  d r a w e r s  
w h e r e  w o m e n 's  l i n e n  w a s .  H e  a ls o  p r e s e n t s  t h e  s a id  J o h n  
C h a r lto n , fo r  b e i n g  d r u n k /  I t  is  o n l y  f a i r  to  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  
R ic h a r d  G u t h r ie  to  s a y  t h a t  a  p e n  h a s  b e e n  s u b s e q u e n t ly  d r a w n  
t h r o u g h  h is  n a m e , so  t h a t  w e  m a y  in f e r  t h a t  t h e  c h a r g e ,  in  so  
f a r  a s  h e  w a s  c o n c e r n e d ,  w a s  w it h d r a w n .

T h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  j e a lo u s  o f  t h e ir  r e p u t a t io n  a s  w o r k m e n  
is  i l lu s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c o m p la in t s  m a d e  a g a in s t  t h o s e  
w h o  t a u n t e d  t h e i r  f e l l o w s  w i t h  in f e r i o r  w o r k m a n s h ip .  O n  t h e  
2 5 t h  A u g u s t ,  1 7 2 0 ,  fo r  in s t a n c e ,  M a t t h e w  C a r n a b y  c o m p la in s  o f  
T h o m a s  L o w e r is o n  f o r  a b u s in g  h im  in  c a l l i n g  h im  ‘ b r o t h e r  
m a r w o o d ' a n d  c a l l i n g  h im  ‘ b o t c h in g  c o b b l in g  d o g /  a n d  s a y i n g  
e y o u  a r e  n o t  f i t t  t o  c a r r y  m y  t o o l s /  w i t h  m u c h  o t h e r  ’a b u s iv e  
l a n g u a g e .  C a r n a b y  h im s e l f ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a d  n o t  so- lo n g  b e f o r e  
g iv e n  o c c a s io n  f o r  a  s im i la r  c o m p la in t .  H e  h a d  t a u n t e d  G e o r g e  
M a r s h a l l  w i t h  n o t  k n o w i n g  h o w  to  m a k e  a c o ff in , w i t h o u t  d a u b 
i n g  i t  w i t h  c l a y ,  a n d ' h a d  n ic k n a m e d  h im  ‘ c la y ' j o i n e r ' a n d  
£ d ir t  d a u b e r /

* O u r  a n c e s to r s  w e r e  a  f e s t iv e  r a c e , a n d  m a n y  e n t r ie s  b e a r  
w it n e s s  to- t h e ir  l i k i n g  fo r  g o o d  ’c h e e r .  A t  t h e  a c c e s s io n ,  o f



G e o r g e  i ,  T h o m a s  J o b li-n  w a s  in  t h e  e m p l o y  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ,  
r e c e iv in g  a  w a g e  o f  65. a -w e e k , w h i le  h i s  d a u g h t e r  w a s  p a id  
1$. O n  A p r i l  1 9 t h  h e  is  a l lo w e d  8 s . ' f o r  d r in k  w h e n  h e  w a r n e d  
t h e  c o m p a n y /  T h is  s e e m s  a  f a i r l y  l ib e r a l  a l lo w a n c e  c o n s id e r in g  
t h e  r a t e  o f  w a g e s .  A t  t h e  a c c e s s io n  o f  G e o r g e  1 t h e  c o m p a n y  
h a d  o n l y  a l lo w e d  I s .  6d . f o r  c a n d le s  to  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  m e e t i n g  
h o u s e .

O n  J u n e  2 9 t h ,  1 7 2 5 ,  E d w a r d  D o b s o n  is  r e c o r d e d  fo r  ' b r i n g 
in g  d r in k  i n t o  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e ’ \ a p p a r e n t ly  t h i s  h a d  s e r io u s  
r e s u l t s ,  fo r , in  a d d i t io n  to  D o b s o n , W i l l i a m  L o n g m a n ,  A n t h o n y  
W a l l a s  a n d  M ic h a e l  H a r r i s o n  a r e  a ls o  r e c o r d e d  fo r  ‘ d r i n k in g  
u p o n  t h e  t o w e r /  A  t a v e r n  b i l l  p r e s e r v e d  b y  s o m e  c a r e f u l  
s t e w a r d  r e c o r d s  h o w  t h e  c o m p a n y  to  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  f o u r t e e n  
d in e d  1 s t  J u l y ,  1 8 1 1 ,  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  o n e  T . H .  D i n n i n g .  T h e ir  
d in n e r  c o s t  t h e m  b u t  2 s. e a c h ,  a n d  t h e r e  is  a  s u m  o f  1 4 s . fo r  
a p p r e n t i c e s ’ e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  w h ic h  is  p l e a s in g  to  n o t e .  T h e  
c o m p a n y  m u s t  h a v e  p o s s e s s e d  a  m a g n i f ic e n t  t h ir s t ,  a s t h e  i t e m s  
f o r  l iq u o r  w e r e :  a l e  1 2 s . ,  s h e r r y  3£. a n d  p o r t  6Z. 1 0 s . A t  t h e  
p r ic e s  t h e n  c u r r e n t ,  t h i s  a l lo w e d  e a c h  b r o t h e r  a b o u t  tw o  q u a r t s  
o f a le ,  a n d  t h r e e  b o t t l e s  o f  w in e .  T h is  r e c a l l s  E a l s t a f f ’s c e l e 
b r a te d  s c o r e  w i t h  i t s  £ p o o r  h a l f p e n n y  w o r t h  o f  b r e a d , a n d  m o s t  
in t o le r a b le  q u a n t i t y  o f  s a c k /

B u t  in  t a v e r n  b i l l  in  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  c o m 
p a n y  h a d  a  u n iq u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  f e s t i v i t i e s .  O n  J u n e  2 9 t h ,  
1 8 5 4 ,  a n  e n t r y  s a y s  t h e y  r e c e iv e d  t h e  m o n e y  f r o m  C h a l lo n e r  
a n d  T o d d  a n d  o th e r s  f o r  t h e  s a le  o f  t h e  h a l l ; a n d  a f t e r  p a y in g  
o ff  t h e  m o r t g a g e ,  a  s u m  o f  8 81. 1 9 s . 3 d . w a s  l e f t ,  w h ic h  t h e  
m e m b e r s  d iv id e d  a m o n g s t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  t t a k e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  
s a m e  n i g h t ,  a f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  p a r t o o k  o f  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  d in n e r ,  a n d  s p e n t  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  d a y  in  a c o n 
v i v i a l  a n d  h a r m o n io u s  m a n n e r /  A f t e r  t h i s  r e p r e h e n s ib le  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  t r u s t ,  e n r ic h i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  
t h e ir  s u c c e s s o r s ,  d o u b t l e s s  t h e ir  f e s t i v i t i e s  h a d  t h e  a d d i t io n a l  
z e s t  w h ic h  g u i l t  is  s a id  to  a d d  to  p le a s u r e ,



A  c u r io u s  e n t r y  u n d e r , d a t e  1 6 7 5  i l lu s t r a t e s  t h e  c o - o p e r a t iv e  
m e t h o d  o f  b u y i n g ,  e n f o r c e d  a m o n g  t h e  b r e t h r e n . W o o d  w a s  
p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  w h o le  c o m p a n y  t o  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  
m e m b e r s , a n d  n o  m e m b e r  w a s  a l lo w e d  t o  b u y  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  
o r r e s e l l  w o o d  h e  h a d  b o u g h t  f r o m  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p .  T h e  e n t r y  
r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :  £ Y o t e d  b y  y e  m a jo r  p a r t  o f  y e  c o m p a n y  t h a t  
n o e  b r o th e r  o f  y e  s a id  c o m p a n y  s h a l l  h e r e a f t e r  t a k e  a n y  s o r t  
o f  c la p b o a r d s , w a in s c o t  b o a r d s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  g o o d s ,  w i t h  i n t e n t  
to  a s s ig n  o r h a n d  y e  s a m e  o v e r  to  a n y  o th e r  p e r s o n  o r p e r s o n s ,  
b u t  e v e r y  b r o th e r  to  h a n d  a n d  t a k e  h i s  s h a r e  t h a t  h e  g iv e s  in  
a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e ,  a n d  b r in g  t h e m  h o m e  to  h i s  d w e l l i n g  
h o u s e  o r  s h o p p , e v e r y  p e r s o n  o f f e n d in g  h e r e in  to  p a y  1 3 s . 4 d .  f in e  
fo r  e v e r y  s u c h  o f f e n c e  5 (B o o k  o f  O rd ers , 1 7 1 9 ,  o r d e r  N o .  3 3 ) .

. I n  t h e  c l o s in g  y e a r s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  th e  
e a r l ie r  p a r t  o f  t h e  n in e t e e n t h ,  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  p la y e d  a n  a c t i v e  
p a r t  in  t h e  p u b l ic  a f fa ir s  o f  t h e  t o w n :  a n d  w h i l s t  t h e y  w e r e  
a n x io u s  to  d e f e n d  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  f r e e m e n  in  t h e  t o w n  m o o r ,  
t h e y  w e r e  n o t  a b o v e  t a k i n g  p a r t  in  t h e  g e n e r a l  a f fa ir s  o f  t h e  
n a t io n .

A m o n g s t  t h e  f o l l o w in g  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  t h e  r e c o r d s  a r e  n u m e r 
o u s  in s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s p i r i t  w i t h  w h ic h  t h e  c o m p a n y  t h u s  
to o k  p a r t , a n d  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  s p i r i t  w h ic h  a n im a t e d  i t :

In  1781, on May 12th, an account of acknowledgm ents received for, and  
on behalf of the joiners' company as follows : J . G oodfellow for em ploying  
non-freemen to do joiner work at his house at the Ouseburn w ith in  th e liber tys  
of th is town by order of John Erasmus B lackett, esq., m ayor, H u gh  H ornby, 
alderman, the sumxn of two shillings and sixpence. S ig n ed ,.D e Y ergy L isle, 
John Rankine, stewards. .

N .B .— I t  was at the same tim e ordered by the said mayor and aldermen  
th at all such persons offending' in the above like manner th a t a ll such work 
as should be done by them  should be pulled down and reb uilt by the free 
burgesses. -

5th February, 1828. This n igh t the company m et for the purpose of 
turning over Robert Salmon's apprentices, John Rateliffe takes John Alex. 
Sarlby, Messrs. Farrington' take George W augh Dodd, Ebenezer E llio tt takes



Thom as F letcher, George Downey chooses James Sopwith, who was not at 
th e m eeting , Thomas M itcheson chooses Robert M cAllister, who was not at 
the m eeting.

4
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  m in u t e  b o o k  o f  t h e  c o m 

p a n y  r e f e r r in g  to  e r e c t io n s  p u t  u p  b y  M r . B r a d le y  o n  g r o u n d  
a d j o i n i n g  T o d d s -n o o k , G a l lo w g a t e ,  s h o w s  t h e  s t u r d y  r e s i s t a n c e  
m a d e  b y  t h e  f r e e m e n  a g a in s t  a n y  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  o n  t h e i r  
r i g h t s : —

4th December, 1828. A t a m eeting of th e stewards the report o f the  
opinion of the com panies was received, when 21 companies determ ined to  
fill up the quarry and remove a ll the erections, and support the question by  
lega l proceedings if  necessary. I t  was then resolved th a t the recommendation  
of the Company to  fill up and level the quarry be carried im m ediately into  
effect.

R esolving th at th e stewards meet to-morrow and carry the.above resolution  
into effect a t 10 o'clock in the m orning by pu lling  down the erections, and 
th at hand b ills be printed g iv in g  notice th a t a depot for rubbish is laid  out 
at the barracks. 7

This was a ll duly accom plished.
On the 5th Decem ber, 1828, the stewards m et at the Quarry near the  

Barracks, served a notice to Mr. B randling and then pulled down the staiths  
and depot for coals, removed the door opening to p it, and laid  off the work 
for coal.

June 29th, 1830. On a m otion moved by the stewards resolving, th at 
should the Common Council not prevent the trespass m ade.by Mr. Grainger 
at the Leazes, th is  company would support any proceedings to prevent same.

2nd Novem ber, 1831. R esolving th a t the struggle now m aking b y . the 
free burgesses to compel the Common Council to  govern New castle, elect its  
officers, and its  m inisters revenues, according to th e charters w ithout 
deviation , for the best in terests of the town trade and port.

June 10th, 1834. To the right worshipful the m ayor, aldermen, and 
gentlem en of the Common Council now assembled, the hum ble petition  of the 
incorporated com pany of joiners sheweth th at th is company having .considered 
the proposed im provem ent of the town by Mr. Grainger's plans is of opinion  
th a t the same if  carried into effect w ill be a great public addition by promot
in g  the in terests of trade, and the general welfare of the inhabitants. This 
company therefore pray th a t your worshipful body w ill be pleased to sanction  
the rem oval of th e m arkets and w ill afford Mr. Grainger th e requested  
facilities for accom plishing th is  great undertaking.



On th e  m otion of Thomas Sopwith seconded by John Anderson., i t  was 
resolved that the stewards be adopted to  present the petition  on Thursday- 
first and th at the resolution and p etition  be printed in th e N ew castle papers.

January 17th, 1854. They agree to sell the joiners' hall for th e  sum of 
430?.

27th Ju ly , 1775. The' H on; Constantine John P hipps was th is  day  
presented w ith  his freedom and adm itted and sworn a brother of th is  
company.

3rd June, 1776.' Richard Lacey of the town and county of N ew castle was 
adm itted and sworn a brother of th e company.

March, 1777. A. Robinson Bowes of Gibside in the county of D urham , 
esquire, was th is  day presented w ith his freedom, adm itted  and sworn a 
brother accordingly.

17th Ju ly , 1778. Thomas D elaval of Ciapham in Surrey was presented  
w ith  his freedom, adm itted  and sworn a brother accordingly.

T h e  f o l l o w in g  o r d e r s  r e la t e  to  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  c o m 
p a n y  a n d  t h e  c a r e f u l  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  i t s  m o n o p o ly  i n  t h e  t o w n ,  
a n d  o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  f o r  w h ic h  e a c h  b r o th e r  h a d  b e e n  o b l ig e d  
to  s e r v e  a  l o n g  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip ,  t h e  c a r e  t a k e n  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  
t h e s e  a p p r e n t ic e s  w e r e  a b s o lu t e l y  m a s te r s  o f  t h e i r  b u s in e s s ,  a n d  
t h e  r i g i d  s u p e r v is io n  e x e r c i s e d  b y  t h e  c o m p a n y 's  s e a r c h e r s  
o v e r  t h e  w o r k  e x e c u t e d  b y  t h e  b r o th e r s  a f fo r d  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  
m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  t h e  in t e r e s t s  b o t h  o f  t h e  m a s t e r s  a n d  t h e i r  
c u s to m e r s  w e r e  c a r e f u l l y  g u a r d e d .  T h e  j e r r y  b u i ld e r  o r  t h e  
s c a m p i n g  w o r k m a n , u n h a p p i ly  so  p r e v a le n t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  
w o u ld  h a v e  h a d ' a  p o o r  c h a n c e  u n d e r  t h e  v i g i l a n t  i n s p e c t io n  
o f  t h e i r  w o r k  b y  th e  c o m p a n y 's  e x p e r t s .

Order No. 9.—Ncr apprentice after th e term  of his apprenticeship has 
expired shall presume to take any work in hand before he be adm itted  a 
freeman of th e said fellow ship under penalty  of 20s. before adm ittance to  
the fellow ship.

Order No. 11.—No apprentice to be em ployed by any member of the  
company unless entered in  the company's books by th e  space of fourteen  
days, penalty 13s. 4d.

Order No. 45.—No person who is, or m ay be discharged out of the  
company shall have the liberty  to be a bearer at the funeral of any brother 
or- sister. .



Order N o. 18.—I f  any brother hereafter shall swear o r ’profane the'nam e  
of God’a t any m eetin g , he shall pay 6c£.-to th e company and lcZ.’to be given  
to  th e poor.

- Order N o. 38.— If any brother shall employ, hire, or. sett to work as a 
journeym an or hired servant any stranger or foreigner, shall pay a fine of 
Is. per quarter for so long  as he or they shall be employed.

Order N o. 15.—No brother shall entertain or sett at work any traveller  
or foreigner above th e space of fourteen days, except as it  be such as 
have served as an apprentice w ithin  the town of N ew castle, upon p enalty  
of 40s.

Order N o. 41.—E very brother of th is society shall upon his marriage 
pay 13s. 4d. to th e stew ards of th is company.

Order No. 26.—No brother shall put forth any work either joynering, 
carving, tu rn ing  or in la y in g 'to  any forreigner belonging to  the same trade 
under penalty  of 6s. 8d.

Order N o. 28.— Searchers sha ll present their report every quarter day 
of work discovered to be insufficient. • Any brother refusing to perm it the  
said searchers to try  h is goods to be fined 3s. 4d.

Order N o. 57.—Searchers to report every quarter day and head m eeting  
day th a t th ey  have searched in  every joiner's shop, and in  other places 
where th ey  know there has been any joiner's work done since th e last 
quarter day. I f  they  fa il in  th is  duty they  shall be fined. 10s.

Order N o. 47.— The wardens on their outgoing at St, P eter's day shall 
provide a trea t for th e com pany towards which th e  sum of 50s. shall be 
allowed by the company.

Order No. 51.— Each member of the company to pay Is. per quarter 
to th e relief of the poor brothers and widows of poor brothers of the  
com pany, under penalty  of 2s. 6d. for non-payment.

Order No. 52.— If any of the society be employed in G ateshead and 
be th eir  m olested or be arrested by the joyners and carpenters of G ateshead  
th is  com pany w ill protect them  and jo in tly  contribute to  the cost of any  
law su it arisin g .

I t  is t h i s . day ordered by the whole consent of the company of joiners 
th at noe brother of th is  company shall make or sell or dispose unto any house 
carpenters of th e tow n any tool or instrum ent used or to be used in either  
of the said  occupation of joiner or carpenter on a penalty of 4s.

Order No. 61.—W hereas several disputes and controversies have la te ly  
happened between th is  com pany and the company of house carpenters as to  
th e undertaking of work not properly belonging to each, it  is agreed that 
the expense of a ll law suits arising out of such disputes be defrayed by the  
entire company.

Order No. 62.—Previous rule 54, regarding em ploym ent of foreigners, 
and 55 to be nu ll and void, from the 26th N ov., 1739.



Order No. 53.—W hereas by an order of th is company not to take any  
apprentices before five years free therein settin g  forth , th at the company of 
joiners then  become very numerous in  so much th a t the trade was not 
sufficient to keep at work all the members of th is company, by reason— 
whereof many of the members of the said company of joiners was im pover
ished and the trade in  general very much decayed. For remedy there
fore, i t  is now ordered th a t no apprentice be taken u n til the preceding  
apprentice has served five years. The fee for enrolling each apprentice to be 
3h, and the fines for non-compliance w ith  th is rule to be 10Z. j

Levy for poor brethren to  be abolished and above fines substituted  for /  
same. f

Order No. 56.—Mrs. Stephenson's bequest. No brother to be upbraided  
for borrowing th is money under penalty of 6s. 8d. f

Order No. 59.—If the stewards or members of th is society m et w ith /an y  
coffin or any other sort of joiner work w ithin  the town of N ewcastle made 
by any foreigners shall be empowered to seize the sam e, and in case theyrghall 
be sued for so doing the company w ill defend and stand by them , \

Order No. 2.—-If any brother of th is  company finish a piece of work;* and 
the owner thereof, or any other person shall complain thereof, and the same 
be found not workmanlike done by the searchers of the said company, then  
he which hath soe w rought the same shall forfeit to the said company the 
sum of Is. 8d. in the £  or one penny in the sh illin g , on the value of such  
insufficient work.

, Order No. 3.—If any brother slander, defame, misnam e, and abuse by  
any evil words or deeds or otherwise any of his brethren of- the said fellow 
ship, th at he or they  so offending shall forfeit for such an offence 3s. 4d. 
upon com plaint or presentm ent by any brother of the company.

Order No. 4.—If. any brother should soe far forget him self or his duty  
as to beat, assault, strike, or wound any of the brethren of the said fellow 
ship, either w ith  fist, dagger or any other kind of weapon, shall forfeit the  
sum of 13s. 4d. .

E aster Tuesday, 1673.—W hereas com plaint was made of some of the 
company for speckling of wood to make i t  looke like reall speckled wood, 
and to place it  in worke by them  made, m aking the king's subjects to believe  
the same to be reall, whereas it  is not so. W herefore to prevent th e doeing  
of same for the future, i t  is voted by the m ost part of the company th a t such  
wood artificially  speckled shall not be made use of for the tim e to come, and 
if  any shall transgresse any more therein to be fined 6s. 8d. for every offence.

T h e  jo in e r s  r e c o n s id e r e d  t h i s ,  f o r  w e  f in d  a n  e n t r y  o n  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  p a g e  to  t h i s  e f f e c t :

St. P eter's Hay, 1673.—W hereas there was an order la te ly  made- not to 
speckle wood artificially  to look like reall speckled wood. I t  is  th is day,



upon further consideration, ordered th a t they  may artificia lly  speckle 
wood, and make use'of i t  in work, provided they do not affirm it  to be reall 
speckled wood, which i f ' they  doe affirm they are t o 1 pay for every offence 
6s. 8c£. . •

f Item , 1721.—Given to  Joshua B ilton  to pay the doctress, 8s.J

W i n e  w a s  c h e a p  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  fo r  tw o  h -o ttle s  o f  w in e  a n d  
o n e  o f  s a c k ,  c o n s u m e d  w h i l s t c p a r l i a m e n t e e r i n g , ’ c o s t  o n ly  65. 6d . 

i W h e n  i t  w a s  so  c h e a p , a  g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  w a s  c o n s u m e d , fo r  
u n d e r  d a t e  J u l y  1 8 t h ,  1 7 2 7 ,  w e  f in d  i t  r e c o r d e d  :

> f Paid  for ten quarts of wine for the three candidates,-20s.;. paid for, three 
pounds of fine biscates for them , 4s. §d.

Order No. 21.-—No brother shall sell any goods o r -th in g s  appertaining  
to their trade in the open market place, but shall keep his shopp. P en a lty , 
6s. 8d.

Order No. 16.— Upon the decease of every brother o r.sister a ll the breth
ren being law fully  warned doe appear at th e dw elling house or lodgings of 
the party deceased at the house appointed for the funeral, and that from  
thence they decently follow and attend the corpse the common usuall way into  
the church or place of burial and there reverently w ait u n til such tim es as 
the corps of such brother or sister be interred, under a penalty of 12d.

F r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r u le s  i t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  t h e  p u s h f u l  
t r a d e s m a n  w a s  r e g a r d e d  w i t h  a b h o r r e n c e , a n d  s e v e r e  r u le s  w e r e  
f o u n d  n e c e s s a r y  to  r e s t r a in  h im  w i t h i n  p r o p e r  l i m i t s : . .

, Order No. 33.—W hereas by previous orders made for th e good benefit 
and advantage of th is company no member other than the stewards shall 
buy of the severall sorts of tim ber hereinafter m entioned, and divers mem
bers having in contem pt to th is  rule for their own private gain , lucre and 
profit, and to ■ the very great detrim ent, damage and prejudice of a ll the 
other members have taken upon them to buy severall great quantities of 
tim ber w ithout acquainting the stewards therew ith or proffering the same 
to  the company.

I t  is now agreed th a t no brother or member (other than' the stewards) 
shall in partnership, or otherwise presume to buy all manner of wainscot 
boards, oaken boards, clapboards, handpeck (?) and beach, and pieces of all 
sorts of billots or pieces of beach or oak under forfeit for every 10s. worth of 
wood so bought 2s. Qd.s and th e sum of 5s, for every 20s. worth of wood or 
timber. ...



I f, however, any brother shall buy any of the aforesaid tim ber (not 
advising*, the stewards of the same) and do profer the same to the company  
at the prices he really  and bonafide paid for th e same*, then such brother 
shall not be accounted • obnoxious or liable to any penalty .

Order 21.—It is ordered by the consent of th e com pany of joyners th a t  
no brother at present free or who shall be free of th e said com pany shall sell 
any goods or th in gs appertaining to their trade in  the open m arket place, 
but shall keep his shop upon paine of six sh illin gs and eigbtpence for every 
such offence. . ;

Order 14.— I t  is ordered by the whole consent of the company of joyners 
th a t noe brother o f .th e  said fellow ship shall a tt any tim e, seek any coffins 
by him self or any other, they  shall not goe to the house where the party is 
deceased, upon paine for every wainscott coffin to pay for th e use of the said  
fellow ship five sh illings, and for every firr coffin, three sh illin gs and four- 
pence of law fu ll B ritish  money.

Order No. 48.—I f  any person come to any brother's shopp and buy 
goods, and from thence shall depart to another brother's shopp, or any  
person be standing at any brother's shopp pricing or v iew ing  goods, no 
brother of th is company shall presume to call such person from another 
brother's shopp on penalty of 3s. 4d.

I n  t h e  y e a r  1 7 1 9  t h e  c o m p a n y  f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  r e v i s e  
a n d  c o d i f y  t h e  v a r io u s  o r d e r s  a n d  r u le s  b y  w h ic h  t h e y  w e r e  
g o v e r n e d ,  a n d  o n  M a r c h  3 1 s t  o f  t h a t  y e a r  t h e y  a p p o in t e d  

T h o m a s  B i l t o n ,  R o b e r t  V ip o n t ,  T h o m a s  F r e n c h  a n d  R ic h a r d  
W i l k i n s o n ,  a s  a  c o m m it t e e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s t e w a r d s  a n d  t h e  
c l e r k ,  to  lo o k  in t o ,  .and  in s p e c t  t h e  o r d in a r y  a n d  t h e  a n c ie n t  
b o o k  o f  o r d e r s , a n d  to  c o n s id e r  w h a t  o r d e r s  w e r e  f it  to  b e  
r e t a in e d ,  m a d e , o m it t e d ,  a d d e d , a l t e r e d ,  c o n f ir m e d , a n d  e s t a b 
l i s h e d .  T h e y  m e t  t o g e t h e r  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  
h a v in g  d r a w n  u p  t h e  s e v e r a l  o r d e r s  c o n t a in e d  in  t h i s  b o o k  
p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s a m e  to  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p ,  w h o  a p p r o v e d  o f  a n d  
c o n f ir m e d  t h e  s a m e .

F r o m  t h e  a c c o m p a n y in g  o r d e r  i t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  s o m e  
r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  m a r t ia l  s p i r i t  o f  fo r m e r  d a y s  s t i l l  l i n g e r e d  in  
th e  c o m p a n y , a n d  t h e y  r e g a r d e d  p e r s o n a l  s e r v ic e  to  t h e  s t a t e  
a s  a  t h i n g  to  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  i n  a  l i b e r a l  m a n n e r .  A  r e l i c  o f  
t h i s  l i a b i l i t y  o f  p e r s o n a l  s e r v ic e  s t i l l  e x i s t s  a m o n g s t  t h e  f r e e m e n



o f  t h i s  .a n c ie n t  b o r o u g h ,  a s  e a c h  b r o th e r , o n  t a k i n g  u p  h i s  f r e e -  
l a g e ,  s t a n d s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a  f m u s q u e t J f o r  t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  
t o w n .

Order N o. 78.—In case any brother be b allotted  for the m ilitia  he shall 
be allowed 51. to find a su b stitu te , and in case he shall be aminded and 
w illin g  to go h im self, he shall be en titled  to the said sum of 51. This order 
made December 3rd, 1790.

The stewards record H enry Clundy for lending a sword to John L ylley  
for to  oppose the stewards in case th ey  came to  discharge the house carpenters 
for m aking la ttice barrs at Mr. A nthony Dunnes house. 11th October, 1728.

B e f o r e  c l o s i n g  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h i s  a n c ie n t  c o m p a n y , t h e r e  
a r e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  p o in t s  d e s e r v i n g  o f  n o t ic e .

W h i l e  j e a l o u s ly  g u a r d i n g  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e s  a n d  m o n o p ly  f r o m  
t h e  in t r u s i o n  o f  o u t s id e r s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e y  to o k  s p e c i a l  
p a in s  to* e n s u r e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  w o r k m a n s h ip  e x e c u t e d  fo r  
t h e i r  p a t r o n s . T h e  lo n g  p e r io d  o f  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  w h ic h  t h e  
a s p ir a n t  h a d  to  s e r v e ,  s e v e n  y e a r s  b e i n g  t h e  p r e s c r ib e d  t i m e  (tw o  
o f  w h ic h  w e r e  g r a t u i t o u s ) ,  u n d e r  t h e  e y e s  o f  a  v i g i l a n t  m a s te r ,  
t u r n e d  o u t  a w e l l - s k i l l e d  w o r k m a n .  T h e  a p p r e n t ic e  a ls o  h a d  to  
e a r n  a  g o o d  c h a r a c t e r  d u r in g  h i s  p e r io d  o f  s e r v i t u d e ,  a s  in  t h e  
e v e n t  o f  h i s  c o n d u c t  n o t  h a v in g  b e e n  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  i t  w a s  in  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  h i s  m a s t e r ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  f r e e m a n ,  to  p r e v e n t  h i s  g u i l d  
b e i n g  c a l l e d ,  u n t i l  h e  h a d  g iv e n  s a t i s f a c t io n  t o  t h e  c o m p a n y .

A g a i n ,  t h e  r i g i d  s u p e r v is io n  e x e r c i s e d  b y  t h e  s e a r c h e r s  o v e r  
t h e ' w o r k  d o n e  b y  t h e  c r a f t s m e n  wa.s n o t  o n ly  a  g u a r a n t e e  fo r  
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s a m e ,  b u t  a c te d  a s  a  s e v e r e  c h e c k  u p o n  d i s 
h o n e s t  c o m p e t i t io n .  A s  m a s t e r  a n d  j o u r n e y m a n  s to o d  u p o n  
a n  e q u a l  f o o t i n g  a n d  h a d  a n  e q u a l  s h a r e  in  t h e  d ir e c t io n  o f  
a f f a ir s ,  s a n e  c o u n s e l s  p r e v a i l e d  in  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  b u s in e s s ,  a n d  
t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  e x t e n d i n g  o v e r  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  
c e n t u r i e s  c o n t a in e d  n o  t r a c e  o f  s t r ik e s  o r  w a g e s  d is p u t e s .  
E v i d e n t l y  m a t t e r s  o f  t h i s  s o r t  w e r e  s e t t l e d  a m o n g s t  t h e  b r o t h e r 
h o o d  u p o n  a  b a s is  o f  m u t u a l  in t e r e s t .



A P P E N D IX  I.
F r o m  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  1 6 8 9 ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e r e  

a t  t h a t  t im e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y :
A nthony Lowrey. 
Richard Farrington. 
Christopher Bowman. 
D avid W illiam son. 
John Shaftoe.
Thomas Proctor.
John M iddleton. 
D avid P age.
Thomas Forby, 
A nthony Oliver. 
Thomas Davidson.

Thomas B ilton . 
George Coward. 
Richard Bland. 
Job-Errington. 
John H utchinson. 
Thomas H ills. 
John Steward. 
Roger Simpson. 
W illiam  Charlton. 
George Grundy. 
Thomas Hornsby.

Robert Y ipont. 
John Dodd.
John W atson. 
W illiam  Charlton. 
Thomas P attison . 
W illiam  M aison. 
M ax T urnbull. 
George M arshall. 
John Grey.
H enry W allis.,

I n  1 9 0 8 ,  b y  t h e  J o i n e r s 5 R o l l ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e r e  m e m b e r s  o f  
th e - c o m p a n y  :

John Stephenson Robson. 
R obert’ Robson.
Charles Jam es.
W illiam  Row.
John Row.
Henry M cVain.
George Benson.
W illiam  Morpeth.
Robert Redford.

Thomas Geo. M orpeth. 
Charles E . Robson. 
W illiam  Robt. Armstrong, 
John Jos. Burn.
John Robson, Junr. 
W alter Robson.
George Barker.
H enry W ait Easten. 
Thomas H ick Som erville.

L om e Campbell Robson. 
W illiam  Parker Brewis. 
.A . J . W . Brewis.
E rnest Robson.
Edmund H all.
Robert Y oul Row. 
Richard Robson.
H. M cYain, Junr.

T

A P P E N D IX  II.
FORM OF LICENCE TO W ORK ON THE RIVER TYNE.

O ALL W HOM TH ESE PRESENTS SH ALL COME: W e  th e W ardens of 
the Company of Fellow ship of J o in ers , inhabiting  w ith in  the T ow n of 

N e w c a s t le  upon T yne, in the County of the Town of N ew castle upon Tyne 
send, greeting: W HEREAS at a M eeting of the said Company of Fellow ship  
held the day of last past,

did petition  the Company for Leave to  
exercise the Trade of a Joiner on hoard of Ships in the R iver Tyne be
tween North-Shields and Howdon Panns, upon P aym ent of Two Sh illings  
and Six-pence yearly, as an Acknowledgment for sueh L ib er ty : AND
W H EREAS the said Company having taken the said P etition  in to  Consi
deration did order and agree, that a Licence under the Hands of the said



W ardens, and the Seal of th e Company should be granted to th e said
to exercise the Trade of a Joiner for one 

Year on board of Ships in the E iver Tyne, w ithin th e  L im its and Boundaries 
above-m entioned, upon his P aym ent of the said Sum of Two S hillings and 
Six-pence in M anner as hereafter m entioned: N ow  k n o w  y e  th a t in Consi
deration of the Prem isses, Licence and L iberty is hereby granted unto th e  
said to exercise the Trade of a Joiner
for one Year from th e B ate  hereof on board of Ships in the E iver Tyne 
between N orth-Shields and H owdon-Panns, he the said

paying or causing to be paid unto the W ardens of the said  
Fellow ship  for th e Tim e being th e said Sum of Two Shillin gs and Six-pence 
on the D ay of n ext ensuing th e
D ate h ereo f: PEO Y 1D ED  always, and it  is hereby declared, and these  
Presents are upon th is Condition, That if  D efau lt shall be made in Paym ent 
of the said sum of Two Sh illin gs and Six-pence on the D ay above- 
m entioned for Paym ent thereof by the Space of ten  D ays then next after; 
or if  th e said  shall not at the same Time pay
to the said W ardens th e Sum of Two S h illings and Six-pence for every Person  
not free of or licenc'd by the said Company’ whom he shall em ploy iri the  
Trade or B usiness of a Joiner, w ithin  the L im its and Boundaries aforesaid, 
then and in  either of such Cases, these Presents, and every Licence, L iberty  
and P riv ilege hereby granted , shall cease, determ ine, and become u tterly  
void.

Given under our H ands and the Company's Seal this
D ay of in  the Year of our Lord

One Thousand Seven Hundred and


