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B y  t h e  V e r y  R e v .  H .  E .  S a v a g e , D . D . ,  d e a n  o f  L i c h f i e ld ,  Y . P .

[ R e a d  o n  t h e  2 7 t h  d a y  o f  J u l y ,  1 9 1 0 . ]

T h e r e  is  a l m o s t  a  c o m p le t e  b l a n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  y e a r s  1 G 4 0  

a n d  1 0 0 0  in  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  in  D u r h a m  a n d  N o r t h u m -  

b e r la n d . I n  f a c t  i t  c o u ld  h a r d ly  b e  o t h e r w is e  ; f o r  in  t h e  l a r g e r  

a s p e c ts  o f  c h u r c h  l i f e  th e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  to  r e c o r d . A s  a n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  th e  c h u r c h  h a d  p r a c t i c a l l y  d is a p p e a r e d  f o r  t h e  t i m e .  

F o r  e v e n  a p a r t  f r o m  th e  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  r e p r e s s io n  o f  P r a y e r  

B o o k  m i n i s t r a t i o n s  b y  th e  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y  d u r i n g  th o s e  y e a r s ,  

th e  f ie ld  h a d  b e e n  a l r e a d y  d e s e r te d  b y  a l l  t h e  le a d i n g  c l e r g y  ; 

a n d  o n ly  s o m e  o f  t h e  f ie r c e r  s p ir i t s ,  a n d  a  f e w  b e s id e s  o f  th e  

p o o r e r  a n d  h u m b l e r  p a r is h  p r i e s t s , r e m a i n e d . T h e  b is h o p ,  

t h e  d e a n , a n d  a l l  th e  c a n o n s  o f  D u r h a m  h a d  f le d  p r e c i p i t a t e ^ '  

b e fo r e  t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  th e  S c o t t i s h  t r o o p s  u n d e r  L e s l i e : a n d  

c e r t a i n l y  w h e n , a f t e r  a r i d i c u lo u s ly  e a s y  v i c t o r y  a t  N e w b u r n  

in  A u g n s t ,  1 0 4 0 ,  th e  in v a d e r s  h e ld  N e w c a s t le  f o r  a  w h o le  y e a r ,  

a n d  o v e r r a n  t h e  tw o  c o u n t ie s , a n d  im p o v e r is h e d  t h e m  a lm o s t  

to  d e s t i t u t i o n ,1 t h is  d i s t r ic t  w a s  n o  p la c e  f o r  th e  p r o m i n e n t

1 The Scots levied an impost of 300/. a day, besides supplies of hay and 
straw, on N orthum berland; of 350/. a day on D urh am ; and of 200/. a day on 
N ew castle; and required the tenants of the episcopal and capitular estates to 
pay their rents to them , and that, too, when trade was at a standstill. f And  
this burthen continued till the definite treaty was concluded on the 7th of 
August, 1 6 4 1 / H utchinson, H i s t m u /  o f Durham , ed. 1823, vol. i, p .  619. 
Rushw orth, Historical Collections (abridged ed., 1706), in , 209. W hen the 
Treaty of Ripon had been concluded a letter was w ritten, on October 19, by 
Lord Finch and four other peers to the gentlemen and freeholders of N orth 
um berland, advising them to continue their contribution of 300/. a day, ‘ that 
greater.Inconveniences m ight not fall upon them and promising that if they  
did so the G reat Council would ‘ take care to secure 'em in their Persons and 
Estates ' !  Rushw orth, in , 226.



o ffic e r s  o f  a n  e p is c o p a l ia n  h i e r a r c h y . N o r  d id  a n y  o f  th e m '  

r e t u r n  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  in  1 6 6 0 .

M o r e o v e r , t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  b o d y  n o t  o n ly  

d e p r i v e d  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  i t s  p r o p e r  le a d e r s  a n d  o ff ic e r s , b u t  a ls o  

l e f t  a d o z e n  o r  m o r e  o f  th e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  p a r is h e s  w it h o u t  

r e s p o n s ib le  h e a d s . F o r  t h e  c a n o n s  w e r e , n e a r ly  a l l  o f  t h e m , sad  

p l u r a l i s t s ,  a f t e r  t h e  f a s h i o n  o f  t h e  d a y ; a n d  h a d  c o n t r iv e d  to  

p o s s e s s  t h e m s e lv e s  o f  n o t  a  f e w  o f  th e  la r g e r  l i v i n g s  in  t h e  

d io c e s e . T h u s  n i n e  o u t  o f  t h e  t w e lv e  c a n o n s  r e s i d e n t ia r y  h e ld  

a m o n g s t  t h e m , a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  f l i g h t ,  t h e  r e c t o r ie s  o f  

B r a n c e p e t h ,  E a s i n g t o n ,  E l  w i c k , H a u g h t o n - l e - S k e r n e ,  M i d d l e -  

t o n - i n - T e e s d a l e ,  M o r p e t h ,  R y t o n ,  S e d g e f ie ld , S t a n h o p e , W h a l t o n ,  

a n d  W o l s i n g h a m ;  a n d  t h e  v i c a r a g e s  o f  A y c l i t f e  a n d  M e r r i n g t o n .2 

A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  w h o le s a le  e x o d u s , i f  f o r  n o  o t h e r  r e a s o n s , t h e r e  

w e r e  n o  e p is c o p a l  a n d  n o  c a p i t u la r  a c t s  to  r e c o r d  d u r i n g  t h e  w h o le  

o f  t h a t  p e r i o d . T h e r e  w e r e  n o  o r d in a t io n s , n o  in s t i t u t i o n s  to  

v a c a n t  b e n e fic e s , n o  v i s i t a t i o n s ;  t h e r e  w a s  n o  c o r p o r a te  l i f e ,  a n d  

l i t t l e  o r  n o  p a s t o r a l  a c t i v it ju  T h e  d io c e s e  w a s  v i r t u a l l y  d e f u n c t .

N o r  is  i t  p o s s i b le  in  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  d io c e s a n  a n n a ls  to  h a v e  

r e c o u r s e  to  t h e  m i n o r  lo c a l  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  p a r is h  b o o k s . E o r  

t h e s e  w e r e  k e p t  b u t  v e r y  i r r e g u l a r l y , i f  a t  a l l ; a n d  w h e r e  t h e y  

w e r e  e n t e r e d  u p , in  m a n y  in s t a n c e s  t h e y  w e r e  s u b s e q u e n t ly  

lo s t  o r  w i l f u l l y  d e s t r o y e d . I n  t h e  c a se  o f  S o u t h  S h i e ld s ,  f o r

2 The twelve canons with their other preferments w e re :— i. Gabriel Clark, 
archdeacon of D urham , rector of Easington, and master of Greatham  hospital, 
ir. Joseph N aylor, rector of Sedgefield. m . John N eile, archdeacon of Cleve
land, prebendary o f Y ork and of Southw ell, and rector of Beeford. iv . Thom as  
Carr, vicar of Aycliffe, and rector of H u gget. v . Eleazar Duncan, rector of  
H aughton-le-Skerne, and prebendary of Y ork . vi. John Robson, rector of 
M orpeth and of W h alton . v i i . M atthew  Levet, sub-dean of Ripon. v i i i . Anthony  
M axton, rector of W olsingham  and of M iddle ton-in-Teesdale. ix . George  
M oorcroft. x . John Cosin, rector of Brancepeth and of Elwick, archdeacon of 
the E ast R id ing, and m aster o f Peterhouse, Cam bridge, x i. Ferdinando  
M oorcroft, rector of Stanhope, x n . W illia m  James, rector of Ryton, and vicar 
of M errington.



e x a m p le ,  t h e  e a r l ie s t  e x t a n t  b o o k  o f  r e g is t e r s  d a te s  f r o m  1 6 5 3 .  

B u t  t h a t  th e r e  w a s  a n  e a r l ie r  h o o k  t h e n  in  e x i s t e n c e  is  s h o w n  

b y  a n o t ic e  o f  t h e  B e l l a s i s  b e q u e s t  w h i c h  is  c o p ie d  o n  t h e  l a s t  

p a g e  o f  th e  b o o k  f r o m  a n  e n t r y  m a d e  in  1 6 0 4 ,  b y  a  f o r m e r  

i n c u m b e n t  ( t h e  r e v . T .  T u r w h e t )  a n d  th e  c h u r c h w a r d e n s  in  

t h e  p r e v io u s  r e g i s t e r  b o o k . S o , t o o , th e  f ir s t  v e s t r y  b o o k  w h ic h  

is  n o w  to  b e  f o u n d  a t  th e  c h u r c h  b e g in s  in  t h e  y e a r  1 6 6 0 .  B u t  

t w e lv e  p a g e s ,  a p p a r e n t ly  b e l o n g i n g  to  t h e  y e a r s  b e fo r e  1 6 6 0 ,  h a v e  

b e e n  c u t  o u t , p r o b a b t y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n ; f o r  t h e y  

w e r e  a l r e a d y  m i s s i n g  w h e n  M r .  N i c h o l a s  F a i r i e s  m a d e  e x t r a c t s  

f r o m  t h e  b o o k  in  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

I t  is  t h e r e f o r e  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f ic u lt  to  r e c o v e r  a n y  a c c o u n t  o f  

w h a t  h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  th o s e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  in  th e  s e v e r a l  p a r i s h e s ; 

o r  o f  th e  m e n  w h o  .sto od  b y  t h e i r  p o s ts  t h r o u g h  e v i l  r e p o r t  ( fo r  

th e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  o r  n o  g o o d  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e m ) .  A n d  y e t  s o m e  

v e r y  s p a r s e  g l e a n i n g s  m a y  b e  g a t h e r e d  w it h  p a t i e n c e  f r o m  

v a r io u s  o d d  s o u r c e s ; a n d  i t  is  p o s s ib le  b y  a  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  t h e s e  

to  f o r m  s o m e  id e a  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  th e  in c o n s p ic u o u s  c l e r g y  

w h o  w e r e  l e f t  b e h in d  w h e n  t h e i r  s u p e r io r s  s o u g h t  s a f e t y  in  

f l i g h t .  N o  d o u b t  m a n y  o f  t h e  le s s  p r o m i n e n t  m e n  f o l lo w e d  t h e  

e x a m p le  o f  t h e i r  le a d e r s , a n d  a ls o  e s c a p e d . A n d  it  w a s  n o t h i n g  

le s s  t h a n  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o m m o n  p r u d e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  d o  so  

i f  t h e y  c o u ld . I n  f a c t  th e  w o n d e r  is t h a t  a n y  o f  t h e m  s h o u ld  

h a v e  s t a y e d  o n  in  th e  n o r t h , in  f a c e  o f  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  w i t h  

w h ic h  t h e y  w e r e  c o n f r o n t e d . T o  j u d g e  b y  t h e  v e r y  f e w  c a r e e r s  

o f  th e s e  m e n  w h ic h  c a n  b e  p a r t i a l ly  t r a c e d , th e  m o t iv e s  w h i c h  

a c t u a t e d  t h e m  in  t h e i r  p e r s is t e n c e  w e r e  v e r y  d iv e r s e . I t  m a y  

b e  in fe r r e d  t h a t  s o m e  w e r e  t u r b u le n t  s p ir i t s  w h o  c o u ld  n o t  

r e s is t  t a k i n g  t h e i r  p a r t  in  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n f lic t  w h ic h  w a s  g o i n g  

o n . O t h e r s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  h e ld  f a s t  b y  s h e e r  p o v e r t y ,  a n d  t h e  

c o n s e q u e n t  i n a b i l i t y  to  s e e k  r e f u g e  e l s e w h e r e .  W h i l e  o th e r s  

a g a in  m a y  f a i r l y  b e  c r e d it e d  w it h  a  s in c e r e  d e v o t io n  to  t h e i r  d u t y  

t o w a r d s  t h e i r  p e o p le ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  r e f u s e d  to



a b a n d o n  t h e i r  c u r e s . S o m e  f e w , n o  d o u b t ,  w e r e  t i m e -s e r v e r s ,  

w h o  k e p t  t h e i r  p o s t s . b y  b o w i n g  f r o m  t i m e  to  t i m e  to  th e  

d o m i n a n t  v ie w s  o f  t h o s e  in  a u t h o r i t y .  O f  H e n r y  H u t t o n  o f  

W i t t o n  G i l b e r t ,  f o r  in s t a n c e , H u t c h i n s o n  a d d s  a f t e r  h i s  n a m e ,  

in  t h e  l i s t  o f  t h e  i n c u m b e n t s  o f  th e  p a r is h , t h e  b r i e f  b u t  s i g n i 

f ic a n t  r e m a r k :  ‘ A  t r u e  Y i c a r  o f  B r a y /

O f  t h e  v e r y  f e w  o f  w h o m  a n y t h i n g  d e f in i t e  c a n  b e  tr a c e d  

t h e r e  a r e  t w o , o f  q u i t e  o p p o s it e  t y p e s ,  w h o  w e r e  a s s o c ia t e d  w it h  

S t .  H i l d ’s , S o u t h  S h i e l d s : a n d  i t  is  p e r h a p s  w o r t h  w h i l e  in  t h e  

d e a r t h  o f  m o r e  g e n e r a l  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  to  c o l le c t  w h a t  

c a n  b e  a s c e r t a in e d  a b o u t  t h e m  f r o m  v a r io u s  f r a g m e n t s  o f  i n f o r m 

a t i o n , a n d  so  to  e n d e a v o u r  to  g a t h e r  s o m e  e s t im a t e  o f  w h a t  

m a n n e r  o f  m e n  t h e y  w e r e ; a s  s p e c im e n s  o f  th e  la r g e r  b o d y  o f  

w h i c h  t h e y  f o r m e d  a p a r t ,  a n d  o f  m o s t  o f  w h o m  th e r e  is  n o  

m e m o r i a l .

I .  T H O M A S W A N D L E S .

O n  1 5  N o v e m b e r ,  1 6 8 7 ,  t h e  d e a n  a n d  c h a p t e r  o f  D u r h a m  

a p p o in t e d  th e  r e v . T h o m a s  W a n d l e s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m in o r  c a n o n s  

o f  t h e  c a t h e d r a l ,  to  t h e  l i v i n g  o f  S t .  H i l d ’s , S o u t h  S h i e ld s ,  

v a c a n t  b y  t h e  d e a t h  o f  th e  r e v . G e o r g e  C a r r e , w h o  h a d  b e e n  t h e  

p l u r a l i s t  i n c u m b e n k  o f  M o n k  w en r m o u t h  a n d  S o u t h  S h i e ld s  f o r  

t w e n t y - s i x  y e a r s .  T h is  T h o m a s  W a n d l e s  w a s  th e  s o n  o f  E d w a r d  

W a n d l e s  o f  D u r h a m , a d y e r ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  f ir s t  a ld e r m e n  

n o m i n a t e d  u n d e r  th e  m u n i c i p a l  c h a r t e r  o f  b is h o p  M a t t h e w s  in

1 6 0 2 , 3 w h o  w a s  m a y o r  o f  th e  c i t y  in  1 6 0 6  a n d  a g a in  in  1 6 Q 9 .4 

I n  1 6 1 8 ,  o r  1 6 1 9 ,  T h o m a s  W a n d l e s  w a s  a p p o in t e d  to  a. m in o r  

c a n o n r y ;5 a n d  i t  w a s  in  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  t h a t  h e  c a m e  in t o  c o n f lic t  

w i t h  d e a n  H u n t ,  w h o , a c t i n g  u n d e r  th e  in s t r u c t io n s  o f  b is h o p  

H o w s o n ,  w a s  e n d e a v o u r i n g , a g a i n s t  th e  w is h e s  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r , to  

r e d u c e  t h e  s e r v ic e s  o f  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  to  a d r a b  p u r i t a n i c a l  

s t a n d a r d .  T h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  fr a c a s  is  q u a i n t l y  t o ld  in  a jo i n t

3 H utchinson, i i , 38. 4 Hutchinson, i i , 56. 5 R andall's M S.



le t t e r  f r o m  D r .  L i n d s e l l ,  r e c t o r  o f  H o u g h t o n - l e - S p r i n g ,  a n d  

D r .  C o s in , r e c t o r  o f  B r a n o e p e t h , b o t h  c a n o n s  o f  t h e  c a t h e d r a l ,  

a d d r e s s e d  to  M r .  E le a z a r  D u n k o n ,  th e  c h a p l a in  o f  b is h o p  K e i l e  

o f  W i n c h e s t e r ,  a n d  h i m s e l f  a ls o  a  c a n o n  o f  D u r h a m . ‘ U p o n  

t h e  la s t  C o m m u n i o n  d a y /  t h e y  w r i t e ,  ' ( t h e  f ir s t  S u n d a y  in  

J a n u a r y ) ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  u s u a l l  c u s t o m e , t h e y  s u n g ,  a f t e r  

t h e  s e r m o n  w a s  d o n e , a n  a n t h e m  p r o p e r  f o r  th e  s a c r e d  a c t i o n  : 

b u t  w h e r e a t  M r .  D e a n e  w a s  so h i g h l y  o f f e n d e d , t h a t  s i t t i n g  

in  . h is  Q u i r e  s t a l l ,  a n d  p r e p a r in g  to  g o e  u p  t o w a r d s  t h e  

A l t a r ,  h e  c a T d  h i m  a  s a u c i e , p r o u d , p r e s u m p t u o u s , d a r i n g  

f e l lo w  t h a t  b e g a n  i t ;  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  r a t e d  W i l l i a m  S m i t h ,  t h e  

S a c r i s t ,  a l l  to  n o u g h t  f o r  i t ,  n o r  w o ld  h e  b e  p a c if ie d  t i l  l ie  h a d  

p r o v e d  it  to  b e  h i s  w o r s h i p ’ s o w n e  d i r e c t i o n /  A  m a r g i n a l  n o t e  

s p e c if ie s  t h i s  le a d e r  o f  t h e  a n t h e m  a s  ' M r .  W a n l e s . ’ 6 T h i s  le t t e r  

is  d a te d  'D u r h a m ,  J a n .  1 6 ,  1 6 3 0  . . . .  t h is  v e r y  d a y  b e i n g  

S u n d a y 5 : so  t h a t  th e  d a y  w h e n  th e  d is t u r b a n c e  o c c u r r e d  w a s  

2  J a n u a r y ,  1 6 3 0 - 3 1 .  A n d  i n c i d e n t a l l y  it  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  H o l y  

C o m m u n i o n  w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  c e le b r a t e d  o n ly  o n  t h e  f ir s t  S u n d a y  

in  t h e  m o n t h .

I n  t h is  m a t t e r  W a n d l e s  w a s  c le a r l y  a c t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  d ir e c 

t i o n s ,  o r  a t  le a s t ' w i t h  t h e  f u l l  s y m p a t h y ,  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r i n c ip a l  

c a n o n s . B u t  h e  h a d , s o m e  tw o  y e a r s  b e f o r e , b e e n  in  t r o u b le ,  

o n  h is  o w n  a c c o u n t ,  w it h  t h e  d e a n , b e f o r e  w h o m  h e  h a d  b e e n  

b r o u g h t  in  t h e  C o u r t  o f  H i g h  C o m m is s i o n , s i t t i n g  in  t h e  G a l i l e e  

c h a p e l ,  f o r  ' h y n d e r i n g  D i v i n e  S e r v ic e  a t  M u n c k e h e s ld e n  C h u r c h ,  

o n  th e  p r o m o c i o n  o f  M r .  M a r k e  L e o n a r d . ’ L e o n a r d ,  w h o  w a s  

m a s t e r  o f  t h e  s o n g  s c h o o l o f  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  o n  t h e  p a la c e  g r e e n ,  

w a s  a p p o in t e d  in  1 6 2 8  b y  th e  d e a n  a n d  c h a p t e r  to  th e  v i c a r a g e  

o f  M o n k  H e s l e d e n .  H i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  th e r e  h a d  b e e n  o n e  H e n r y  

W a n d l e s ,  w h o  h a d  h e ld  t h e  l i v i n g  f o r  f i f t y  y e a r s ;  p r e s u m a b ly  

h e  w a s  a  r e la t iv e  o f  T h o m a s  W a n d l e s ,  a n d  a p p a r e n t ly  th e  

a p p o in t m e n t  o f  h is  s u c c e s s o r  w a s  r e s e n t e d  b y  th e  la t t e r ,  w h o



c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  e n t i t le d  to  r e c e iv e  i t  h i m s e l f .  F o r  h e  

w e n t  d o w n  to  M o n k  H e s l e d e n  a n d  t o o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  p a r is h  

c h u r c h  o n  a  S u n d a y ,  r e f u s i n g  e n t r a n c e  to  L e o n a r d ,  a n d  a d v i s i n g  

t h e  p e o p le  to  g o  to  H a r t  o r  C a s t le  E d e n ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  ' h e e  w o u ld  

h e  t h e i r  w a r r a n t e s  to  p a y  n o e  t i t h e s  to  M r .  L e o n a r d e s , h u t  to  

h i m s e l f /  I n  t h e  e v id e n c e  g i v e n  b e fo r e  t h e  c o u r t  a t  h i s  t r i a l  

s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  b u t  s c a r c e ly  r e le v a n t ,  p a r t ic u la r s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  

o u t  a s to  h is  g e n e r a l  c o n d u c t . T h u s  R i c h a r d  S m i t h  o f  H u t t o n  

H e n r y  d e p o s e d  t h a t  'W a n d l e s  d o t h  k e e p e  tw o  g r e y h o u n d e s  a n d  

tw o  o r  t h r e e  g o o d  h o r s e s  f o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  to  r y d e  a n d  h u n t  

u p o n , a n d  u s u a l l y  g o e t h  a -h u n t i n g  w it h  t h e  s a id  g r e y h o u n d e s /  

A t  a  s u b s e q u e n t  s i t t i n g  o f  t h e  c o u r t  a  f o r t n i g h t  la t e r ,  o n  O c t o b e r  ! ,  

E d m o n d  E l l i n o r  o f  H u t t o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  'W a n d l e s  d o t h  o f t e n  

u s e  h o r s e -c o u r s i n g ,  a n d  d id  h i m s e l f  r u n n e  h is  h o r s e  a t  W o o d h a m  

M o o r ,  a n d  t h e r e  h e  b r o k e  h is  c o l l a r  b o n e /  W i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to  

th is  la s t  e s c a p a d e , A n t h o n y  F a w e l l  o f  D u r h a m  s ta t e d  t h a t  ' t h e  

1 7  M a y ,  1 6 2 5 ,  a t  W o o d h a m  M o o r e  (h e ) d id  .se e  W a n d l e s  c o u r s e  

a b a y  m a i r e  t h e r e ,  a n d  in  th e  c o u r s in g  o f  h e r  g o t t  a  g r e a t  a n d  

d a n g e r o u s  f a l l ,  a n d  t h e r e w i t h  b r o k e  h is  c o l le r  b o n e , as w a s  

r e p o r t e d /  T h e  d a t e  g i v e n  b y  t h e  la s t  w it n e s s  s h o w s  t h a t  i t  w a s  

a l o n g -p a s t  o c c u r r e n c e , c o n s i d e r a b ly  m o r e  t h a n  th r e e  y e a r s  o ld ,  

w h ic h  w a s  d r a g g e d  u p  a g a in s t  h i m ,  to  s w e ll  th e  M o n k  H e s l e d e n  

c a s e ;  a n d  e v e n  t h e n  i t  w a s  o n e  t h a t  i n v o lv e d  n o  m o r a l  d e l i n 

q u e n c y . I f  t h a t  w a s  a l l  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  a l le g e d  a g a i n s t  h i m  h e  

w a s  c e r t a i n ly  n o t  th e  t u r b u le n t  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  t h e  p r o s e c u t io n  

s o u g h t  to  r e p r e s e n t  h i m .

T h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h is  t r i a l  b e fo r e  th e  C o u r t  o f  H i g h  C o m m is s i o n  

w a s  t h a t  W a n d l e s  w a s  o r d e r e d  to  ' a c k n o w le d g e  h is  o f f e n c e  in  

M u n c k e h e s le d o n  C h u r c h  o n  S u n d a y , 7  D e c e m b e r , in  h is  o r d in a r y  

a p p a r e l l /  T h i s  o b l i g a t i o n  h e  d u ly  p e r f o r m e d , a n d  s o  w a s  

d is c h a r g e d  o n  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  c o s ts , w h ic h  w e r e  ' t a x e d  w it h  

g r e a t  m o d e r a t i o n  to  3 1. 1 0 s / 7



T h i s ,  t h e n , w a s  th e  m a n  w h o m  n in e  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  d e a n  a n d  

c h a p t e r  a p p o in t e d  to  S t .  H i l d ’ s . A t  f ir s t  s i g h t  i t  m i g h t  b e  

t h o u g h t  a  s o m e w h a t  s t r a n g e  s e le c t io n  to  m a k e  f o r  a  p a s t o r a l  

c h a r g e , to  c h o o s e  a  m a n  w h o  h a d  t h e  r e p u t a t io n  o f  b e i n g  a  

r a t h e r  w i ld  a n d  r e c k le s s  c h a r a c t e r . B u t  i t  w o u ld  b e  a n  u n f a i r  

a s p e r s io n  o n  W a n d l e s  to  r e g a r d  h i m  in  s u c h  a  l i g h t  a s t h i s ,  

s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  a lm o s t  a l l  t h a t  is r e c o r d e d  o f  h is  p r e v io u s  c a r e e r  

h a p p e n s  to  b e  in  c o n n e x io n  w i t h  tw o  s c r a p e s  in  w h ic h  h e  b e c a m e  

in v o lv e d . I n d e e d  w h a t  is t o ld  a g a in s t  h i m  in  t h e s e  c a s e s  r e a l l y  

p o in t s  th e  o t h e r  w a y . I n  th e  f ir s t  in s t a n c e , in  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  

s e r v ic e , h e  w a s  b u t  d o i n g  h is  d u t y ,  a n d  h a d  t h e  s u p p o r t  a t  a n y  

r a te  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  c a n o n s  : w h i le  in  h i s  a c t i o n  a t  M o n k  H e s l e d e n ,  

i f  i t  w a s  h i g h -h a n d e d ,  a t  a l l  e v e n ts  i t  w a s  f r a n k  e n o u g h ,  a n d  

w a s  a s  f r a n k l y  r e p u d i a t e d  b y  h i m  w h e n  h e  w a s  d ir e c t e d  to  d o  

so p u b l i c l y  b y  th e  c o u r t  b e fo r e  w h ic h  h e  w a s  a r r a i g n e d .  A n d  

w it h  r e g a r d  to  h i s  k e e p i n g  d o g s  a n d  h o r s e s , a n d  p r a c t i s i n g  

c o u r s i n g , w h y  s h o u ld  h e  b e  c e n s u r e d  m o r e  s e v e r e ly  t h a n  a  p a r s o n  

w h o  r id e s  w it h  th e  h o u n d s , o r  w h o  p la y s  in  a - f o o t b a l l  o r  c r ic k e t  

m a t c h , t o -d a y  ? S p o r t  a lw a y s  h a s , a n d  a lw a y s  h a s  h a d , a n  

a t t r a c t io n , a t  t i m e s  a n  ir r e s is t i b le  a t t r a c t io n , f o r  a  h e a l t h y  

E n g l i s h m a n ;  a n d  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  i t  d o e s  n o t  in  i t s e l f  s t a m p - a  

m a n  a s  v i o l e n t  o r  d is c r e d i t a b le .

T h e  in s t r u m e n t  o f  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  W a n d l e s  to  t h e  l i v i n g  

o f  S t .  H i ld a s  c o n t a in s ,  in  th e  c u s t o m a r y  e m p h a t i c . f o r m ,  t h e  

p r o v is o  t h a t  h e  w a s  to  s e r v e  th e  c u r e  h i m s e l f  u n le s s  p r e v e n t e d  

f r o m  d o i n g  so b y  s e r io u s  i l l n e s s ; in  w h i c h  c a s e  h e  w a s  b o u n d  to  

s e c u r e  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  s o m e  f it  a n d  p r o p e r  p r i e s t  in  h i s  p l a c e ;  

a n d  in  t h e  e v e n t  o f  t h e  n o n - f u l f i l m e n t  o f  h is  d u t y  h e  w a s  to  b e  

r e m o v a b le  a t  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  d e a n  a n d  c h a p t e r .8 B u t  t h e  in s e r t io n

8 E e g i s t r u m  L . fo l. 260 B  (bound in before fol. 365). . . . proviso tam en  
semper quod eidem ecclesiae sive capellae in divinis officiis et adm inistracione  
sacramentorum parochianis [M S. pobus] et inhabitantibus de H arton , W estow , 
Slieles, et Shelehuge, ibidem  honeste deservias ac omnia alia et singula onera



o f  th e s e  s t r i n g e n t  t e r m s  w a s  n o t  in t e n d e d  to  b e  t a k e n  s e r i o u s ly .  

I t  w a s  b u t  t h e  u s u a l  f o r m a l i t y  e m p l o y e d  o n  s u c h  o c c a s io n s .9 

A n d  t h e  d e a n  a n d  c h a p t e r  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e y  d id  n o t  r e a l ly  e x p e c t  

W a n d l e s  to  g o  in t o  r e s id e n c e  a t  S o u t h  S h i e ld s ,  in  t h a t  t h e y  

c o n t i n u e d  h i m  a f t e r  t h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  in  h is  p o s i t io n  a s  a  

m i n o r  c a n o n  o f  t h e  c a t h e d r a l .  M o r e o v e r  in  th e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  

t h e y  f u r t h e r  e le c t e d  h i m  to  b e  m a s t e r  o f  th e  s o n g  s c h o o l  a t  

D u r h a m , o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h is  o ld  a n t a g o n i s t  M a r k  L e o n a r d .10 

O f  c o u r s e  if- h e  s t i l l  k e p t  h is  ‘ tw o  o r  th r e e  g o o d  h o r s e s  5 h e  m a y  

h a v e  r i d d e n  o v e r  to  S h i e ld s  f r o m  t i m e  to  t i m e : b u t  o b v i o u s l y  h e  

w a s  n o t  e x p e c t e d  b y  h is  p a t r o n s  to  p u t  in  m a n y  a p p e a r a n c e s  

t h e r e .  E o r  h is  d u t i e s  a s  m a s t e r  o f  th e  c h o r is te r s  a n d  m in o r  

c a n o n  m u s t  h a v e  k e p t  h i m  c o n t i n u o u s ly  i n  c lo s e  r e s id e n c e  a t  

D u r h a m .

A  m a n  o f  t h is  t y p e , v i g o r o u s  a n d  f e a r le s s  a n d  f r a n k ,  w h o  

h a d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b r a v e d  t h e  C o u r t  o f  H i g h  C o m m is s i o n  in  t h e  

w o r s t  d a y s  o f  i t s  ir r e s p o n s i b le  t y r a n n y ,  w h o  h a d  a s a  m i n o r  

c a n o n  d a r e d  to  ig n o r e  a p u r i t a n ic a l  d e a n , a n d  w h o  w a s  a  k e e n  

s p o r t s m a n , w a s  t h e  la s t  w h o  w a s  l i k e l y  to  r u n  a w a y  o n  th e  

a p p r o a c h  o f  a n  in v a d i n g  f o r c e . A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  h e  w a s  o n e  

of* t h e  t h r e e  m i n o r  c a n o n s  w h o  r e m a in e d  in  th e  n o r t h  a f t e r  1 G 4 0 .  

W i l l i a m  S m i t h ,  r e c t o r  o f  S t .  M a r y - l e - B o w  ( fo r  a l l  o f  th e  s ix  

m i n o r  c a n o n s  h e ld  l i v i n g s : p e r h a p s  t h e y  s h o u ld  b e  c a l le d

eidem ecclesiae sive capellae et Capellano ejusdem incumbentia per te, vel per 
alium presbifcerum et ministrum [M S. minister] idoneum et sufficientem 
quam diu aliquo [M S. aliqui] gravi morbo impediris, debite sustineas peragas 
et supportes; alioquin quandocumque te premissa sic (ut prefertur) non 
im plevisse oontigerit, licebit ex tunc nobis et successoribus nostris quando
cumque pro libito nostro te predictum T lio : W andles a dicta ecclesia sive 
cap ell a sine scriptu et ordine judicial! liber e amovere et alium  m inistrum  
idoneum pro nostro beneplacito ibidem  collocare. . . .

0 The same form ula is used in the appointm ent of Stephen Bordley, 27 July ,

1664.
10 The succession of the masters of the Song School was M aland, 1622; 

Leonard, 1627; W an d les, 1638.



f m i n o r  3 l i v i n g s ! ) ,  J a m e s  G r e e n , c u r a t e  o f  C r o x d a le ,  a n d  

M a t t h e w  C o o p e r , v i c a r  o f  D a l t o n ,  a l l  d is a p p e a r e d . T h e  o t h e r  

th r e e  w e r e  a p p a r e n t ly  m e n  o f  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s .  E l i a s  

S m i t h ,  t h e  i n c u m b e n t  o f  S t .  G i l e s ’ s, D u r h a m , a n d  m a s t e r  o f  

th e  g r a m m a r  s c h o o l ,11 to  th e  c h a r g e  o f  w h ic h  h e  h a d  b e e n  

a p p o in t e d  o n ly  a  f e w  w e e k s 12 b e fo r e  t h e  S c o t t i s h  a r m y  a p p e a r e d  

u p o n  t h e  s c e n e , w a s  t h e  f a i t h f u l  c u s t o d i a n  o f  th e  c h a p t e r  l i b r a r y ,  

a n d  o f  t h e  c o p e s  a n d  v e s t m e n t s  o f  th e  c a t h e d r a l ,  t h r o u g h  a l l  

th e  l o n g  y e a r s  o f  t u r m o i l  w h ic h  f o l l o w e d .13 I n  1 6 4 3  h e  r e c e iv e d  

a n  a p p o in t m e n t  t o  t h e  v i c a r a g e  o f  B e d  l i n g  t o n ; b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  

a p p e a r  f r o m  w h o m , R i c h a r d  W a k e l i n  w a s  o f f ic ia t in g  in  

W i l l i a m  S m i t h 's  c h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r y - l e - B o w  in  1 6 4 6  ; 14' so  t h a t  

h e  p r o b a b l y  c o n f o r m e d  to  t h e  c o v e n a n t . B u t  n o t  so T h o m a s  

W a n d l e s .  .H e  s to o d  h is  g r o u n d  a l l  th e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  S c o t s  w e r e  

in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  d is t r ic t ,  a n d  r e m a in e d  to  e n t e r  w i t h  z e s t  

in t o  t h e  f r a y ,  w h e n  th e  tw o  c h i e f  in t e r e s t s  in  E n g l a n d  c a m e  

to  b lo w s .  E o r  h e  w o n  f o r  h i m s e l f  t h e  s o u b r iq u e t  o f  ‘ C a v a l i e r

11 f F u it A rchididascalus Scliolae Gram , in fra  m entionatae Dec, & Cap. D. 
post R ic 'u m  Sm elt Clericum  A rcliid . Scholae p re d ic ta e / Michleton M S S ,,  No. 
32, p .  52.

Qui Scholam Gram , predictam adiit circa Festum  SV  vPetri ad V incula  
A °. 1 6 4 0 / Ibid., p. 61. These references are given in Memorials of St. Giles’s, 
Durham (95 Surtees Soc. publ.), p. 62. The feast of St. Peter ad V in cu la is on 
A ugust 1. D r. Gee has kindly supplied a list of the masters o f  the Gram m ar 
School at this tim e: Inglethorp, 1610; W a lto n , 1613; M iller, 1628; Sm elt, 
1632; Sm ith, 1640. The Song School was apparently a junior, or preparatory, 
school to the Gram m ar School.

iJ f Curam habuit idem Elias in temporibus nequissimis post occisionem  
Regis Caroli Librorum  in Bibliotheca Dec. & Cap. D ., ac etiam omnium Capa- 
rum & vestim entorum  et aliarum rerum ad diet am Ecclesiam pertinentium , 
salvaque omnia in eisdem temporibus cu stod ivit/ Miehletou, u.s>, who states 
that he was him self one of Sm ith's pupils: f E jus discipulorum U nus, quern 
docuit dictus Elias . . . fu it I .M . Collector hujus op eris /

14 As appears by a note in the par.ish register. H e also baptized a child of 
W illiam  Church at St. M ary's in the South Bailey in A ugust, 1659. See M r. 
W ood 's  transcript, Dur. and Northum b. Par. R eg. Soc., vol. x v n , p . '9.



W a n d le s / So Randall records. It  would be'interesting to know  
liow he came by tbis title, and what part be took in tbe  
struggle. B ut on this point no details have been preserved. 
It  is clear, however, that it could not have been on account of 
any part that he played in resisting the Scottish invaders. 
For they retired home in A ugust, 1641, and it was not until 
the very end of that year that the use of the term ‘ cavalier,’ 
as opposed to ‘ roundhead,’ first came into vogue, from the 
conflicts between the disbanded officers in the k ing ’s retinue 
and the London apprentices, at W estm inster.15 Moreover, 
while the Scots remained in Durham  and Northumberland they 
were so completely masters of the situation that no active resist
ance could be shown to them. This nickname, as applied to 
W andles par excellence, suggests that it was after the outbreak 
of the civil war in the summer of 1642 that he distinguished 
him self by the ardour with which he threw him self into the 
conflict. The result was that he was eventually ‘ sequestrated 
and cast into Prison, because be was of the K in g ’s side,’ as 
R andall’s note states. ‘ H e was carried Prisoner to Shields, 
and from thence to H u ll, where he was released out of gaol. 
However he never returned to Durham again, but continued to 
live at H u ll, and died there about the year of our Lord, 1653 .’ 16

This note again indicates clearly that it was not until 1642, 
or later, that W andles incurred this treatment. For the phrase,

1 5 ' F ro m  these sk irm ish e s, and from the shortness of the A p prentices H a ir ,  
w hich was cu t close about th e ir ears, the two parties began first to be 
d istin g u ish e d  b y  the names of R o undhead and C a v alie r. D a v id  H y d e , one of 
the Reform ades, first drew h is  sword in  P a lace  Y a r d , and swore, H e  w ould cu t  
the thro ats of those R o u n d  headed D ogs th a t b au led ag a inst the B ish o p s.’ 
N e a l, History of the Puritans, ii , 419.

16 T h ere  does not, however, appear to be any entry of h is b u r ia l in  the  
registers of the two an cie n t parishes of H u l l ,  H o ly  T r in it y , and S t. M a ry ’s, 
L o w g a te ; nor in  those of the n e ig h b o u rin g  parishes of D rypool and Sculcoates. 
I n  the case of the la tte r  the register is  alm ost b la n k  from 1640 to 1663.



'b e c a u s e  lie  w a s  o f  t h e  k i n g 's  s i d e /  p o in t s  u n m i s t a k a b l y  to  

t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  fo r c e s  h a d  t a k e n  t h e  f ie ld  

a g a i n s t  C h a r le s . A n d  h e  w a s  s e q u e s t r a t e d  a s  a  'm a l i g n a n t /

‘ b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  o f  t h e  k i n g 's  s i d e /  n o t  as a c s c a n d a lo u s  m i n i s t e r  ' 

u n d e r  th e  e a r l ie r  m e t h o d  o f  p r o c e e d i n g s : a  c h a r g e  w h ic h  

in c lu d e d  n o t  m e r e ly  im p u t a t i o n s  o f  i m m o r a l i t y ,  b u t  m i g h t  b e  

b r o u g h t  a g a in s t  ' a n y  e c c le s ia s t i c a l  p e r s o n  h a v i n g  c u r e  o f  s o u ls ,  

u n d e r  th e  a g e  o f  s i x t y ,  a n d  n o t  h i n d e r e d  b y  s ic k n e s s  o r  

i m p r i s o n m e n t /  f o r  n o t  p r e a c h i n g  s i x  t i m e s  a t  le a s t  in  t h e  y e a r ,  

o r  f o r  b e in g  a b s e n t  f r o m  h i s  c u r e  a b o v e  te n  S u n d a y s , o r  e i g h t y  

d a y s , in  a y e a r .17 I t  is  l i k e l y  e n o u g h  t h a t  W a n d l e s  m i g h t  f a i r l y  

h a v e  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w it h  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  la s t  c o u n t s : y e t  i t  w a s  n o t  '  

f o r  th o s e  r e a s o n s , b u t  f o r  h is  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n , t h a t  h e  w a s  

s e q u e s t r a t e d . T h e  a t t e n t io n  o f  p a r l i a m e n t  h a d  b e e n  s p e c ia l ly  

d r a w n  to  th e  n o r t h e r n  c o u n t ie s  b y  t h e  a s s o c ia t io n  f o r m e d  t h e r e  

in  N o v e m b e r ,  1 G 4 2 , to  r a is e  fo r c e s  ' t o  s u c c o u r  t h e  m a l i g n a n t  

p a r t y '  : 18 a n d  a g a in  in  D e c e m b e r  b y  t h e  n e w s  o f  la r g e  i m p o r t a 

t io n s  o f  a r m s  a n d  a m m u n i t i o n  in t o  N e w c a s t le  ' t o  b e  i m p l o y 'd  

a g a in s t  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t , '  w h ic h  c a l le d  f o r t h  a n  o r d in a n c e  o n  

D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  a u t h o r i s in g  ' a d v e n t u r e r s  ' to  f i t  o u t  p r i v a t e e r s  to  

in t e r c e p t  th e s e  s u p p l ie s  a t  s e a .19 A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  w a r  

th e  n o r t h  w a s  s t r o n g  in  it s  s u p p o r t .o f  th e  k i n g ;  a n d  W a n d l e s ,  

t a k i n g  a n  a c t iv e  p a r t  in  t h e  m o v e m e n t , n a t u r a l l y  p a i d  t h e  

p e n a l t y  w h e n  h e  f e l l  in t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  th e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  f o r c e s .

H e  h a d  s t a y e d  o n  in  D u r h a m  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r  o f  th e  

S c o t t i s h  o c c u p a t i o n . I f  h e  w a s  n o t  a  p a t t e r n  a s a  p a r is h  p r i e s t ,  

h e  w a s  a t  a l l  e v e n ts  a m a n  o f  d e t e r m in a t io n  a n d  v a lo u r ,  w h o  so  

w o n  t h e  r e s p e c t  e v e n  o f  h is  c a p to r s  a s  to  b e  s e t  a t  l i b e r t y  in  

t h e  m id s t  o f  a  v e r y  e m b i t t e r e d  s t r i f e .

17 See Neal, H ist, o f  the Puritans, iii, 10, 11.

18 Rushworth, iv , 576, 577. 19 Rushworth, iv , 595.



I I . PATRICK W A IT  (OR W A T T ).

B u t  i f  W a n d l e s  n e v e r  p r e t e n d e d  to  r e s id e  a t  S h i e ld s ,  o r  to  

a d m i n i s t e r  h i s  c u r e  th e r e  h i m s e l f ,  t h e r e  w a s  d u r i n g  th e  w h o le  

p e r i o d  o f  h i s  i n c u m b e n c y ,  a n d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e s id e s  b o t h  

b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  i t ,  a f a i t h f u l  a n d  t e n a c i o u s  p a r is h  p r ie s t  in  

c h a r g e  o f  t h e  p la c e , o n e  P a t r i c k  W a i t .

H i s  n a m e  is  g i v e n  p r o m i s c u o u s ly  a s W a i t ,  W a i t e ,  W a t t ,  o r  

( m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y )  W a t ,  B u t  w h e n  h e  s ig n e d  th e  v e s t r y  b o o k  o f  

S t .  H i k T s  in  1 6 (1 2 , h e  h i m s e l f  s p e lt  i t  ' W a i t . '

H e  f ir s t  a p p e a r s  in  t h e  d io c e s e  a s in  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  

o f  N o r h a m -o n -T w e e d .  T h e r e  is  p r e s e r v e d  a t  A u c k l a n d  c a s t le  

a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  M S .  l i s t ,  o r i g i n a l l y  d r a w n  u p  in  1 7 5 0 ,  o f  

a l l  t h e  p a r is h  c h u r c h e s  a n d  c h a p e ls  in  th e  d io c e s e  o f  D u r h a m ,  

w i t h  t h e  n a m e s  o f  a l l  t h e  t r a c e a b le  in c u m b e n t s  o f  e a c h , a n d  th e  

d a t e s  o f  t l i e ir  a p p o i n t m e n t s .20 I n  t h is  l i s t  P a t r i c k  W a t t  is  

e n t e r e d  u n d e r  I f o r h a m , in  t h e  y e a r  1 6 1 4 .  B u t  in  th e  l i s t  o f  th e  

v i c a r s  o f  N o r l i a m ,  w h ic h  is  g i v e n  b y  R a i n e  in  h is  N o rth  D u rh a m ,  
h e  is  p la c e d  a y e a r  l a t e r :  ‘ P a t r i c k  W a t t ,  D i a c . ,  M . A . ,  1 M a y ,  

1 6 1 5  ( o c c .21 l l e g .  H u n t .  1 6 2 8 ) /  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  n o t ic e s  o f  th e  

D u r h a m  o r d in a t io n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a r e  m i s s i n g ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  

t h e r e  is  n o  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  w h e n  h e  w a s  o r d a in e d  

p r i e s t ;  n o r  w h e t h e r  h e  w a s  o r d a in e d  d e a c o n  in  t h is  d io c e s e , o r  

in  S c o t la n d  b e f o r e  h e  c r o s s e d  th e  T w e e d . F o r  th e r e  i s  e v e r y  

p r e s u m p t i o n  t h a t  h e  w a s  o f  S c o t t i s h  o r i g i n .  H e  w a s  a  g r a d u a t e  

o f  S t .  A n d r e w ’ s u n i v e r s i t y ,  w h e r e  in  1 6 0 9  ‘ P a t r i c i u s  W a i t t 5 w a s  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  in  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a l b u m , f r o m  S t .  S a l v a t o r  s c o l l e g e ;

The title on the first page is : ‘ Ecclesiarum v Parochial. Capellarum  
Dioces. D unelm . N om ina Alphabetica cum Incum bentium  Nom inibus ad 
Ecclesiar. E vacu ations^ qua M orte, R esignations, vel D e p riv a tio n  
procuratas.* The handw riting is clearly that of Dr. H unter [see Surtees, 
Durham , i i , 287-91, as appears from  a comparison with his M SS. in the Chapter 
L ibrary at D urham . Tire latest appointm ent entered in his writing is in 1750. 
B u t another writer has continued the lists down to 1772.

31 T h at is, ‘ occu rs ’ ; in reference to the subsidy assessment mentioned

b e lo w .



and in 1611 ‘ Patricius AVattus ’ obtained the degree of M .A .22 
A  Patrick AVatt was admitted to the M .A . degree at the 
M anschal college and university, Aberdeen, in 1633. ?3 But 
it is, of course, quite uncertain whether this was our Patrick  
AA^ait; and indeed very improbable, uncommon as the combination 
of names is.

In  one of the register books of Norham the follow ing note 
is entered:24 ‘ Memorandum. This church was repaired by 
the Parishioners 1 6 1 7 : Maister Patrick W a ite  being preacher 
there: 1617. The above was copied from an inscription on a 
stone on the porch which was taken down July, 1844. W .S .G . ’ 25 
AArha,t the reparation then carried out was, is described by 
Ram e, who wrote before the seventeenth century work had 
been removed, in very disparaging term s: ‘ The tower, porch, 
and south aile have all disappeared, the latter totally, its arches 
being blocked up with masonry and tasteless windows, and the 
two former have been replaced by disproportioned erections, 
which prove their date and the wretched taste and parsimony and 
churchwardenism of the day.’ But in fairness to W a it  and his 
fellow workers it may be pointed out that, however unenlight
ened they may have been (in common with their contemporaries) 
m the matter of architecture, at all events they showed a com
mendable zeal m taking the church in hand at all. For Norham  
had been sadly impoverished some forty years before, when 
bishop Barnes surrendered the local revenues to the crown, on

2- 1  have to th a n k  M r. J .  M a itla n d  Anderson, the lib ra r ia n  of St. A n d re w ’s • 
U n iv e rs ity , for th is  info rm ation.

A nno. 1683.— la u re a  m a g istra l! donati sunt . . .  M r. P a tr ic iu s  W a ttu s  
. . . . .I n  the seventeenth century there were two universities in A b erd een ’ 
The University and K in g ’ s College; and M arischal College and U niversity'
Dr. R . W alker, the registrar of Aberdeen University has kindly supplied this
reference. rL

• ”  V xt6 ? iB transc.riPt of the entlT  to the Bev. C. E . Green, the present
vicar of Norham . Raine gives it (N orth Durham,, p. 259), but not ouite  
accurately. H

25 The Rev. D r. W . S. G illy.



h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  to  D u r h a m , as t h e  f ir s t  i n s t a lm e n t  o f  h is  

i n v o l u n t a r y  c o n c e s s io n  to  t h e  r a p a c i t y  o f  q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h .26

H o w  p o o r  t h e  l i v i n g  o f  N o r h a m  w a s , p r o b a b l y  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  

o f  t h is  a l i e n a t i o n ,  a p p e a r s  f r o m  a n o t ic e  in  o n e  .o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  

r e g i s t e r s  a t  D u r h a m , u n d e r  th e  elate o f  1 6 2 8 ,  w it h  r e f e r e n c e  

to  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  m o i e t y  o f  t h e  s u b s i d y  d u e  to  th e  

k i n g ’ s m a j e s t y  o n  J u n e  1  o f  t h a t  y e a r .  I t  is  th e r e  s t a t e d ,  

w it h  r e g a r d  to  N o r h a m , t h a t  P a t r i c k  W a t t ,  t h o u g h  h e  h a d  

b e e n  a d m o n i s h e d  to  p a y  t h e  2 6 s .  d e m a n d e d  o f  h i m  a s  h is  

a s s e s s m e n t , h a d  f a i l e d  to  c o m p ly  w it h  th e  m o n i t i o n .  A n d  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n t  n o t e  is  a d d e d :  £ N o r  h a v e  w e  b e e n  a b le  to  r a is e  o r  

r e c o v e r  i t  b y  a n y  m e a n s  f r o m  th e  e m o lu m e n t s  o f  t h e  b e n e f i c e . '27 

T h e  s u b s i d y  r e f e r r e d  to  in  t h is  n o t e  w a s  n o t  o n e  o f  t h e  f iv e  

g r a n t e d  b y  p a r l i a m e n t  o n  8  M a y ,  1 6 2 8  ( th e  s a m e  d a y  o n  w h ic h  

t h e  P e t i t i o n  o f  E i g h t  w a s  s e n t  u p  to  t h e  H o u s e  o f  L o r d s ) ;  f o r  

t h e  f ir s t  tw o  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  n o t  r e t u r n a b le  u n t i l  J u l y  1 0 . 28 M o r e 

o v e r , th e s e  w e r e  l a y  s u b s id i e s . B u t  i t  w a s  o n e  o f  th o s e  v o te d -  

b y  t h e  c o n v o c a t io n  o f  Y o r k  o n  1 9  M a y ,  1 6 2 8 ,  w h e n  f iv e  s u b 

s id ie s  w e r e  a g r e e d  to  a t  t h e  r a te  o f  4.*?. in  th e  p o u n d .29

I n  1 6 8 1  W a i t  m o v e d  to  S o u t h  S h i e l d s .30 B r o c k i e  h a s

20 See The Injunctions, etc-, o f  Rishoj) Rarnes (22 Surtees Soc. publ.), Introd. 

p. x.
27 R egistrum  J. fol. 447, 449. f Secunda medietas primi subsidii Regiae  

M ajestati debiti per prelatos et clerum ejusdem  dioces. primo die mensis Jum i 
ultim i preteriti adhuc insoluta pro causis inferius specificatis, ut sequitur. . . .

Norham  Patricius W a tt  vicarius ibidem mo nit us fiiit die predict o ad
vicar. solvendum  die et loco predicto subsidium per ipsum debitum ut 

p erfertu r: sed predictus Patricius W a tt  hujusmodi subsidium
adhuc non solvit' nec satisfecit neque de proficuis dicti beneficii 
aliquo modo levare sive recipere potuim us. x x v i8. ’

2S R ushw orth, i ,  353. T hey were first agreed upon on April 4, when f they 
were voted by one general consent. I t  gave him [the K in g] no sm all c o n ten t; 
that altho' five Subsidies be inferior to his W an ts, yet it is the greatest G ift 
that ever was given in P arliam ent.' pp. 333, 334.

39 Records o f  the Northern Convocation (113 Surtees Soc. p u bl.), p. 298.
30 N ote in R andall's M S . list of the incumbents of St. H ild 's  : — f 1 6 3 1 -  

W a tt . so says H . ' [ —R r. H u n ter]. .



recorded an amusing local tradition about his arrival on 
Tyneside.31 ‘ There is an old story preserved o f Mrs. W a tt , that 
on their riding down Chirton Bank, where they first got a view  
of Shields, she reproached her husband “ for bringing her frae 
Norham, frae the bonny banks o’ Tweed, to Sodom and 
Gom orrah.’ ’ The steam and smoke from the rows of salt-pans 
along the river side was so thick that it is said to have been 
distinctly visible' from the top o f , Cheviot, nearly forty miles 
aw ay : and the nearer view must have been quite appalling to. 
anyone coming to it for the first time from the beautiful scenery 
of an uncontaminated river. Poor Mrs ’W ait, however, was 
destined to pass the rest of her life  in smoky Shields; where her 
burial is recorded twenty-seven years later, in 1 6 5 8 : ‘ M ay, 07, 
M  Issobell W a tt . Ihere is no doubt that this entry refers to 
her, for in the will of H enry H ilton (to be mentioned presently) 
Isabella W a t  is mentioned as the wife of Patrick W a t.

W a it  had been vicar of Norham, but came to Shields as 
curate-in-charge under the rev. George Carre, who apparently 
resided at his other cure of Monkwearmouth. W h a t may have 
induced him to make such a change it is impossible to say. 
South Shields, however, was an important and busy place; 
and perhaps, therefore, offered him a wider scope than Norham . 
And it was a growing town : for in the same year that W a it  came 
to it (1631) bishop Howson was called upon to consecrate an 
addition to the churchyard;32 and such an event was far from
lieing a frequent occurrence in the diocese in the seventeenth
c e n t u r y .

A  few odd giimpses may be caught here and there of W a it ’s 
position and work in Shields:

(1) ‘ H enry H ilton, of South Sheeles, G en t.’ in his will dated 
6 M ay, 1637, which is quoted by Surtees from certain summaries 
of Durham, wills preserved in the chapter library, after giving

”  History of Shields (18 5 1), p. 76. -  H u tch in s o n  (4to ed.), n „  483.



directions that he was to he ‘ huried in the chapel of St. H ild ’s, 
neere his father,’ , etc., ad d s: ‘ I  give the rent of the house at the 
church style for eighteen years to so many poore widowes m  
the Sheeles as shall be thoght fitt by the churchwardens and 
M r. Patrick W a t t ; the said rents being fiftie shillings.’ And  
again : 1 to M r. Patricke "W att, the Lecturer at St. H ildes, xss.

(2) In  the same year Andrew W hitfield  of South Shields was 
brought before the Court of H igh  Commission at Durham , on 
.Tune 20. ‘ H e had been charged,’ so the report runs, ‘ to invade 
the goods of the church, and to infring the ecclesiasticall 
liberties which consist in the priviledg graunted over spirituall 
matters, and that he did usurpp and take upon him ecclesiasticall 
■jurisdiccion, and amongst others did make an order in writemg  
for distribucion pi the goods of E liz. Atkinson, widdow, late 
deceased, before any administracion thereof, the cognizance 
whereof belonged to the Ordinary of the dioces of Durham., or 
to his vicar general! . . . . ’ Eor this action he was pronounced 
excommunicate ipso fncto, and ordered to make acknowledge
ment of his offence publiquelie in the chaple of St. H ild ’ s ,’ and 
to pay 100 marks to the king. But on July '18 this fine was 
released, and the accused was allowed to make the acknowledg
ment ‘ before M r. W a tt , preacher of God’s word, at St. H ild e ’s .’ 
Subsequently, on October 24, even the performance of his 
submission uras waived.34

It  is no wonder that the Court of H igh  Commission was 
detested, wdien it acted in this high-handed, and yet w-eak and 
vacillating, fashion in the defence of paltry pecuniary privileges.

(3) Besides the story of M rs. W a it ’s disgust at her first sight 
of her future home, Brockie has also preserved35 another local 
legend that Patrick W a it , who lived in the old parsonage-house

33 Surtees, H istory o f  'Durham,, n . ,  29, 104. The original will is not now 
to be found at- the R egistry.

34 Court o f  H ig h  Commission at Durham  (34 Surtees Soc. publ.), p. 173.
35 H istory o f Shields, p. 76.



o n  t h e  S h i e ld  s -h e u g l i ,  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  w h a t  w a s  l o n g  a f t e r w a r d s  

n a m e d  W e l l i n g t o n  s t r e e t , f i n d i n g  h is  p a r is h io n e r s  in  t h a t  

q u a r t e r  v e r y  u n w i l l i n g  to  g o  to  c h u r c h , d r o v e  t h e m  d o w n  t h e  

h i l l  b e fo r e  h i m  g o o d -n a t u r e d l y  w it h  a d r a w n  s w o r d  to  th e  

c h u r c h . B u t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  w a s  t o ld  to  m e  b y  w o r d  o f  m o u t h  

s o m e  y e a r s  a g o  b y  a v e r y  o ld  r e s id e n t  o f  S o u t h  S h i e ld s ,  in  a  le s s  

e x t r a v a g a n t  f o r m :  t h a t  W a i t  w a s  a  g o o d  p e r f o r m e r  o n  t h e  

v i o l i n ;  a n d  t h a t  o n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o c c a s io n  h e  c a m e  o u t  o f  h is  

h o u s e  r e a d y  r o b e d  f o r  s e r v ic e  w it h  h is  v i o l i n  in  h is  h a n d s , a n d  

p la y e d  u n t i l  h e  h a d  a t t r a c t e d  a  c r o w d  r o u n d  h i m ;  a n d  t h e n  a t  

t h e i r  h e a d  p la y e d  t h e m  d o w n  p a s t  t h e  h o u s e s  a n d  t h r o u g h  

t h e  f ie ld s  to  th e  c h u r c h ;  a n d  w h e n  h e  h a d  g o t  t h e m  in s id e  

t u r n e d  t h e  k e y  o f  t h e  d o o r  o n  t h e m  a n d  p r e a c h e d  to  t h e m .  

W h a t e v e r  t r u t h  th e r e  m a y  b e  in  e i t h e r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  s t o r y , a t  

a l l  e v e n ts  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w a s  t o ld  so l o n g  a f t e r  is  e v id e n c e  t h a t  

th e  m e m o r y  o f  W a i t  w a s  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t io n s  in  

S o u t h  S h i e ld s ,  as o f  a  r e m a r k a b l e  m a n  f u l l  a l i k e  o f  a  c e r t a i n  

h u m o u r ,  o f  g o o d  n a t u r e , a n d  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  r e s o u r c e .

T h a t  h e  w o n  t h e  r e s p e c t  a n d  t h e  c o n f id e n c e  o f  h is  n e ig ’h b o u r s  

is  s h o w n  b y  t h e  t r u s t  r e p o s e d  in  h i m  b y  H e n r y  H i l t o n  w h e n  

m a k i n g  h is  w i l l ; a n d  to  s o m e  e x t e n t  b y  th e  r e m is s io n  to  h is  

c a r e  o f  th e  c a se  o f  A n d r e w  W h i t f i e l d  b y  th e  C o u r t  o f  H i g h  
C o m m is s i o n .

W a i t  w a s  a ls o  a  p r e a c h e r  o f  s o m e  p a r t s , w h o  w a s  w e lc o m e d  

in  o t h e r  p a r is h e s  b e s id e s  h is  o w n . O n  t h e  f ir s t  f ly  l e a f  o f  t h e  

s e c o n d  v o lu m e  o f  t h e  r e g is t e r s  o f  S t .  N i c h o l a s ’ s  c h u r c h , D u r h a m ,  

tw o  v i s i t s  o f  h is  a r e  r e c o r d e d : ‘ P a t r i c k  W a t ,  M r. o f  A r t s  a n d  

le c tu re r ,^  a t  S t .  H i l d e s ,  O c t .  2 5 ,  1 6 3 5 .  M a y  2 2 d, 1 6 3 6 ,  E o g a t i o n  

S u n d a y . ’ T h o u g h  t h e r e  is  n o  a c t u a l  m e n t io n  o f  s e r m o n s  in  

t h e s e  e n t r i e s ,  i t  is  c le a r  t h a t  i t  is  to  h i s  p r e a c h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  

r e f e r ;  b e c a u s e  f u r t h e r  o n  in  th e  b o o k  s t r a n g e  p r e a c h e r s  a r e  

e n te r e d  in  a n  e x a c t l y  s i m i l a r  m a n n e r .36 A g a i n  in  th e  G a t e s h e a d

36 M r. H . M . W ood  has kindly given this reference.
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c h u r c h w a r d e n s ’ a c c o u n t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m  o c c u r s  in  t h e  y e a r  

1 6 4 1 - 2  : c P a t r i c k  W a t t  f o r  tw o  s e r m o n s , w h ic h  w a s  t h o u g h t  f it t  

to  b e  d o n e , 5 s . ’ 37 * ■

T h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  la s t  r e f e r e n c e  b r in g s  th e  s t o r y  d o w n  to  th e  

t i m e  o f  t h e  c i v i l  w a r , w h ic h  b r o k e  o u t  in  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 6 4 2 .  

F o r  t h e  f ir s t  f o u r  o r  f iv e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t h e  S c o t s ,  w h o s e  

m i l i t a r y ,  s u p p o r t  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  to  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c a u s e , h e ld ,  

a s  t h e  p r ic e  o f  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e , a  c o m p le t e  m a s t e r y  o v e r  t h e  H o u s e  

o f  C o m m o n s  in  a l l  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to  r e l i g i o n .  T h e i r  a i m , o f  

c o u r s e , w a s  to  e s t a b li s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m  in  E n g l a n d .  S o  l o n g  

a s t h e y  c o n f in e d  t h e m s e lv e s  to  a t t a c k s  u p o n  t h e  c h u r c h  t h e y  

m o r e  o r  le s s  c a r r ie d  th e  c o n s e n t  o f  th e  H o u s e .  B u t  w h e n , in  

1 6 4 6 ,  t h e y  a n d  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  s u p p o r t e r s  a t t e m p t e d  to  e n f o r c e  

u n i f o r m i t y ,  a n d  to  r e f u s e  t o l e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t s  a n d  

o t h e r s , t h e y  a l ie n a t e d  t h e  g o o d w i l l  o f  th e  E n g l i s h  a r m y , w h o s e  

s y m p a t h i e s  w e r e  m o s t l y  w it h  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t s .  F r o m  t h a t  t i m e  

th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m  w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  e f fe t e . I t s  p r o 

m o t e r s  h a d  g o n e  to o  f a r .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  1 6 4 7 ,  th e  W e s t m i n s t e r  

a s s e m b ly  o f  d iv in e s  d ie d  o u t . I n  D e c e m b e r , 1 6 4 8 ,  f P r i d e ’ s 

P u r g e  ’ d r o v e  o u t  th e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m e m b e r s ,  1 4 3  in  n u m b e r , f r o m  

th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s .

' D u r i n g  t h e  d o m in a n c e  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  t h e  c le r g y  h a d  

b e e n  s u b je c t e d  to  a  c o n s t a n t ly  i n c r e a s in g  p r e s s u r e . A t  f ir s t  

t h e  a t t a c k  u p o n  t h e m  w a s  p r i n c i p a l l y  o n  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u n d s , b e i n g  

d ir e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  a c c u s e d  o f  ‘ m a l i g n a n c y /  o r  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  k i n g ’ s c a u s e . O n  t h is  c o u n t  la r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  

t h e m  w e r e  e x t r u d e d  f r o m  t h e i r  b e n e fic e s . B u t  t h is  m o v e m e n t  

d id  n o t  h a v e  m u c h  v i s i b le  e f fe c t  in  D u r h a m  a n d  N o r t h u m b e r 

l a n d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n c u m b e n t s  h a d  a l r e a d y  f le d  b e fo r e  

t h e  s t o r m . S o o n , h o w e v e r , t h e  d ir e c t  in s is t e n c e  o f  P r e s b y t e r 

i a n i s m  b e g a n  to  b e  f e l t .

' ( 1 )  I n  S e p t e m b e r , 1 6 4 3 ,  th e  ‘ S o l e m n  L e a g u e  a n d  C o v e n a n t  ’



w a s'ad op ted 'b y 'p arliam en t; and it Was subsequently ordered 
to be subscribed by every person in England above the age 
of 18 on 2 February follow ing.3** On 29 January, 1644-5, it was 
further ordered to be printed and hung up in every church.39 
And in October, 1645, the standing committee for the north, 
sitting at Lum ley castle, issued directions that it should - be 
signed over again by the parishioners of the several parishes 
within their jurisdiction : 40 so that there was no escape from the 
acceptance of this obligation in the north.

(2) In the meantime the ‘ Directory for Public W o r s h ip /  
which -abolished the use of the Book of Common Prayer, had been 
authorized on 3 January, 1644-5 (after it had been sent into 
Scotland for a p p rov al)/! And in the follow ing A ugust it was 
enforced by the imposition of severe penalties: for using the- 
Prayer Book, either privately or publicly, 51. for the first tim e, 
1(E. for the second, and a year’s imprisonment for the third; 
while a fine of 40s. was exacted for every occasion on which the 
Directory was not used.42 "

(3) The ‘ Form of Church G overnm ent/ establishing Pres
byterianism, was passed in June, 164G.43 But except in London  
and Lancashire it was virtually a dead letter.44 Two years 
later, however, in A ugust, 1648, it was revived, and parliament 
enacted that all parishes should be ‘ under Government of 
congregational, classical, provincial, and national A ssem b lies/ 
with ‘ ruling Elders in every parish ’ :45 though this act, too, 
was short-lived; for its influence died out at the end of the 
year when the Presbyterian dominance in parliament came 
to an end.

- 38 Neal,- H istory o f  the Puritans , in , 57, 61, 62. See A rch . A d  2 ser 
x v ii, 300. 3

39 N eal, h i ,  132. ' '

40 Cp. note in E asington R egister. See Arch. A d . ,  2 ser., x v n , 301.
41 N eal, m , 12i; I t  is printed in full in his A pp. i i ,  vol. m , pp" 446-479
42 Ib id ., 124, * - 43 Ib id ., 231, 44 Ib id ., 263. ' **,fbid. 394,



Through all these changes W a it  retained his charge at 
South S h ield s: for in ! A  Survey of Church Lands, Anno, 1649, 
preserved in the library of Lam beth palace, the follow ing entry 
occurs under the head of ‘ J arrow parish : Also there is one
chappell called St. H ylds scittuate att South Sheeles whereof 
M r. Patricke W a tt  serves the cure.’ 46 H e had, as it seems, 
conformed to the Presbyterian regime, as was perhaps not 
unnatural in a man of Scottish origin, and so had been left 
undisturbed until now in his ministry.

But from  this time onwards there is no further reference 
to him  as the acting minister of the parish until after the 
restoration. It  may therefore be fairly assumed,, that he refused 
to accept ‘ the E n gagem en t’ in 1649. This ‘ Engagem ent,’ • 
which was ‘ To be true and faithful to the Government estab
lish ’d without king or house of peers,’47 had been substituted 
by parliam ent, after the execution of Charles, for the customary 
oath of allegiance. A t first it was appointed to be taken only 
by civil and m ilitary officers: but afterwards, ‘ to bring the 
Presbyterian clergy to the test,’ all ministers were required to 
swear and subscribe it .48 For the English Presbyterians had 
not acquiesced in the abolition of the monarchy, and were m  
correspondence with the Scots, in a design to bring the younger 
Charles to the throne upon the basis of the covenant.49 I f  then, 
as appears to have been the case, W a it  had thrown him self m  
with the Presbyterian party, it is natural to suppose that he 
would feel it impossible to bind him self by a sworn undertaking  
which was contrary to his principles. I f  of a less aggressive 
type of loyalty than his old chief, W andles, he was still a 
loyalist, as were the Scots throughout.

In  A u gu st, 1653, an act was passed by ‘ The Little Parlia
m e n t ’ to enforce the proper keeping, in all parishes, of the



r e c o r d s  o f  m a r r i a g e s  ( b y  c iv i l  p r o c e s s , b e f o r e  ju s t ic e s  o f  t h e  

p e a c e ) , b ir t h s  ( n o t  b a p t i s m s ) ,  a n d  b u r i a l s ; a n d  d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  a  

‘ R e g i s t e r  ’ (o r  R e g i s t r a r )  s h o u ld  b e  a p p o in t e d  in  e v e r y  p la c e  

f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .50 O n  th e  f ir s t  p a g e  o f  t h e  n o w  e a r l ie s t  e x t a n t  

r e g i s t e r  b o o k  a t  S o u t h  S h i e ld s ,  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  R o b e r t  

C h i l t o n  a s  ‘ R e g i s t e r /  p u r s u a n t  to  t h i s  a c t ,  is  r e c o r d e d . I k  

p u r p o r t s  to  b e  s ig n e d  b y ,  o r  o n  b e h a l f  o f ,  ‘ w e e  t h e  m i n i s t e r  a n d  

f o u r e  a n d  t w e n t ie  a n d  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p a r is h i o n e r s  o f  th e  

C h a p p e lr y e  o f  S t . H y l d s . ’ T w e n t y - t h r e e  s ig n a t u r e s  a re  a p p e n d e d ,  

o f  w h i c h  t w e n t y -t w o  a r e  in  tw o  p a r a l le l  c o lu m n s . T h e  r e m a i n 

i n g  s i g n a t u r e ,  G e o . M i d d e l t o n ,  w h ic h  is  in  a  la r g e r  c h a r a c t e r  

t h a n  t h e  r e s t , is  w r i t t e n  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  n o t ic e  o f  t h e  

a p p o i n t m e n t ,  a b o v e  th e  d o u b le  c o lu m n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  n a m e s .  I t  

w o u ld  s e e m , t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h is  G e o r g e  M i d d e l t o n  w a s  t h e n  

a c t i n g  a s m i n i s t e r  o f  S o u t h  S h i e ld s .  I  h a v e  n o t ,  h o w e v e r , b e e n  

a b le  to  i d e n t i f y  h i m  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r  n o t ic e  e ls e w h e r e . B u t  a t  

t h a t  t i m e  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  p a r is h e s  w i t h  

m i n i s t e i s  w e r e  in  h o p e le s s  c o n f u s i o n ,  a n d  a l m o s t  a n y  s e l f -  

a p p o in t e d  m a n  m i g h t  t h r u s t  h i m s e l f  in t o  th e  c h a r g e  o f  a  c h u r c h .

A t  a l l  e v e n t s  W a i t ,  i f  a  l o y a l i s t ,  s u p p o s in g  h e  h a d  n o t  a l r e a d y  

b e e n  t u r n e d  o u t ,  w o u ld  c o m e  u n d e r  t h e  v i g o r o u s  o p p r e s s io n  o f  

t h e  P r o t e c t o r ’ s o r d in a n c e  o f  2 8  A u g u s t ,  1 6 5 4 ,  ef o r  e je c t i n g  

s c a n d a lo u s ,  i g n o r a n t ,  a n d  in s u f f i c i e n t  M i n i s t e r s  a n d  S c h o o l 

m a s t e r s . ’ T h e  o f fe n c e s  f o r  w h ic h  e j e c t m e n t  w a s  to  b e  t h e  

p e n a l t y  a r e  d e f in e d  in  a  c u r io u s  s c h e d u l e ; in  w h i c h  s id e  b y  

s id e  w it h  s u c h  t h i n g s  as b la s p h e m y  a n d  i m m o r a l i t y  th e r e  a r e  

i n c l u d e d  n o t  o n ly  th e  u se  o f  th e  C o m m o n  P r a y e r  B o o k , b u t  e v e n  

D is a f f e c t io n  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  G o v e r n m e n t . ’ 51

a0 This was the one practical reform carried out by the f L ittle  (or Bare- 
bones) Parliam ent of 139 m embers, summoned by Cromwell on the nominations 
of the Independent M inisters of the three kingdom s, during its five months* 
tenure of office. See Ransome, H istory o f  England , p. 600. A  copy of the 
first page of the St. Hild*s Register Book is given on page 28. I t  is of 
special interest as giving the earliest known list of the tw enty-four.

31 N eal, iv , 100, 101.



I n  1 6 5 T  o c c u r s  th e  f ir s t  d e f in i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  W a i t  h a d  

b e e n  s u p e r s e d e d  in  t h e  c u r e  o f  S o u t h  S h i e ld s .  T h i s  is  th e , 

n o t ic e  o f  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  o n e  T h o m a s  L u p t o n ,  w h o  w a s  

t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e r e  f r o m  W h o d h o r n .  O f  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  in  

th e  i n t e r v e n i n g  y e a r s .t h e r e  is  n o  t r a c e . I n  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  

r e c o r d s  p r e s e r v e d  in  t h e  l i b r a r y  o f  L a m b e t h  p a la c e  t h e r e  a r e  th r e e  

e n t r ie s  r e f e r r i n g  to  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  L u p t o n : - .

( 1 )  f M a r c h  1 8 t h ,  1 6 5 6  [ t h a t  is ,  1 6 5 6 - 7 ]  :52

f South Sheeles. Ordered that the yearely sume of fforty poundes be and 
the same is hereby graunted to the M inister of South Sheeles in the County 
of Durham , to and for increase o f his m aintenance, .And that the same* be 
from  tim e to tim e paid unto M r. Thom as Lupton m inister of South Sheeles 
aforesd (approved according to the Ordinance for approbation of publique  
preachers) to hold for such tim e as he shall discharge the duty of the 
m inister of the said place— which we hum bly certifie to his H ighnes the 
Lord Protector and the Counsell. Edw . Cressett. Hi. Sydenham , R a. H a ll, 
John H u m frey, Jo. P ocock /

T l ie  o r d in a n c e  h ere* r e f e r r e d  to  w a s  t h a t  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  

P r o t e c t o r  a n d  C o u n c i l  o n  2 0  M a r c h ,  1 6 5 3 - 4 ,  b y  w h i c h  th e  

a p p r o b a t i o n  o f  m in i s t e r s  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  th e  c h a r g e  o f  p a r is h e s  

w a s  t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  p r e s b y t e r ie s ,  a n d  e n t r u s t e d  

to  a  b o d y  o f  3 8  c o m m i s s io n e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  c o m m o n ly  k n o w n  as  

‘ T h e  T r i e r s . '53 E d w a r d  C r e s s e t t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  e i g h t  la y m e n  

i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a n e l .54

B u t  t h o u g h  L u p t o n  w a s  d e s ig n a t e d  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  S o u t h  

S h i e ld s  in  M a r c h ,  h e  w a s  . n o t  c e r t i f ie d  a s  h a v i n g  s a t is f ie d  th e  

c o m m i s s io n e r s  u n t i l  M a y .  F o r

(2 )  I n  t h e  b o o k  o f  a d m i s s i o n s ,55 u n d e r  th e  y e a r  1 6 5 7 ,  t h e  

r e c o r d  is  g i v e n  t h u s : '

f South Sheeles in M r. Thom as Lupton. Adm itted the first day of M ay
com. D urham . 1657 to y e chapi^ell of South Sheeles W estoe Harton

and Sheeleliugli in the County of Durham  Upon a noni-

• 52 Y o l. 1004, p. 45. 53 N eal, iv , 93. 34 Ib id ., 94. 55Y o l. 998, p ; 21.



• ination exhibited the same day from the Inhabitants of ye
said place And certificates from  Tho. W e ld 56 John ” 
Sm ith Jo. W o lf  a ll3 7 R ob. ffen w ick e /58

(3) In  another volume59 the certificate of Lupton’s appoint
ment is entered. The general form of certificate in such cases 
is first g iv e n : ‘ These may certifie whom it may concerne that
 o f ... . ..w a s  upon the day o f  approved by the Com6
for approbation of publique preachers.’ The particular entry 
r u n s  as f o l l o w s :

‘ South Sheeles, The like to M r. Thomas Lupton of South Sheeles in y e
rectX M ay 2d 1657. County of Durham, Dated at W hitehall the first day of

M ay 1657. Jo. N ye R egV

T h o m a s  L u p t o n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  th e  s o n  o f  T h o m a s  L u p t o n ,  

d i a p e r ,  . o f  H o l b e c k ,  n e a r  L e e d s . I f  so , h e  w a s  e d u c a t e d  a t  

L e e d s  g r a m m a r  s c h o o l , a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  a t  S t .  J o h n ’ s c o l l e g e ,  

C a m b r i d g e ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  a d m it t e d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  t w e n t y  o n  2 4  

A p r i l ,  .1 G 4 8 . T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r , n o t h i n g  d e f in i t e  to  i d e n t i f y  

t h i s  T h o m a s  L u p t o n  w it h  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  S o u t h  S h i e l d s ;  w h o  

f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  o r  m o r e  b e fo r e  h e  c a m e  to  S t .  H i l d ’ s h a d  b e e n ,  

s t a t i o n e d  a t  W o o d h o r n .  F o r  t h e r e ,  o n  3  M a y ,  1 6 5 3 ^  h e  

m a r r i e d  A n n e  C r e s w e ll  o f  C r e s w e l l ,  a n d  o n  6  D e c e m b e r  o f  t h e  

s a m e  y e a r  h e  h a d  a  d a u g h t e r  b a p t i z e d  in  A A o o d h o r n  c h u rc h .® ®

56 P ut into the rectory of Gateshead by the sequestrators in 1647. Installed  
1649. Refused (after having promised) to accede to the appointm ent of a 
Lecturer to preach and adm inister the Sacraments. 1657. Mem oirs o f  Ambrose 
Barnes (50 Surtees Soc. p u bl.), pp. 349, 354, 375-382.

5' Lupton 's successor at W ood h orn : adm itted the same day, 1 M ay, 1657, 
as Lupton to Shields. Admission Boohs Lam beth L ibrary, vol. 968, p. 118.
A t the R estoration he conformed, was ordained deacon by bishop Cosin on 21 
Sept., 1661, and priest the following day, and continued at W oodhorn as vicar. 
B p . Cosin’s Correspondence, vol. n  (55 Surtees Soc. p u b l.), p. 33.

58 One of the three impugners of the tw enty-four of Gateshead, acting' on 
whose representations the Protector nominated a new tw enty-four, in 1658. 
M em oirs o f  Ambrose Barnes (50 Surtees Soc. p u b l.), p. 384.

59 V ol. 968, p. 80. ;

■ 60 These, two item s are the sole entries in the AVoodhorn register between 
1652 and 1661.



In  tlie Lambeth, records he is twice mentioned as minister of 
W oodhorn in the year 1656 .61 A fter he moved to Shields he 
joined with eleven other signatories in sending a fulsome address 
to the Protector in the name of ‘ The Ministers of Durham and 
N orthum berland.’62 Calamy states that at the restoration he
conformed ;62 but it does not appear what then became of him .

It  was during Lup'ton’s tenancy of the incumbency of South 
Shields that M rs. W a it  died, in 1658, and was buried in St. 
H ild ’ s churchyard on M ay 7 .65 It would seem, therefore, that 
Patrick IV ait was then still residing in or. near South Shields 
even though he had been superseded by„ L u p to n : for he could 
not have been in a position to bring his w ife’s body any great 
distance for burial. But after that he disappeared, and did not 
as it seems, return to Shields until the summer of 1661. Por 
here the vestry book of St. H ild ’ s at last comes into evidence. 
The assessments for the poor in M ay, 1660, and M ay, 1661, are 
signed by 1 H enr. A sh b u rn : Clerk ’ together with two church
wardens and two overseers. But in the marriage register there 
is the record on 8 A ugust, 1661, of a wedding being taken ‘ by 
M r. W a t t . ’66 And on 31 March, 1662, the signatures to the 
minutes and accounts are headed by the names ‘ Patrick W a it , 
minister, H enr. A s h b u r n ;’ and again in A pril ‘ Patrick W a it , 
M inister ’ signs, but ‘ H enr. Ashburn ’ no longer appears.

The man who signs as ‘ H enr. A shburn,’ clipping short both

01 On July 29, and N ov. 13. V o l. 1006, pp. 430, 367.
c" Thurloe’s State, Pajiers, vol. v i , p. 431. U3 V ol. nr, p. 85.
04 H e was certainly not tlie Thom as Lupton who was rector of Bentham  in 

Y orkshire from 1664 to 1720, and father of W illia m  Lupton, prebendary of 
D urham , 1715-1726. For in the baptistery of Bentham  church there is a brass 
tablet to the m em ory of rector Thom as L upton, which states that he died in 
his 81st year in 1720. H e was therefore born in 1640, and was only 13 years 
of age in 1653 when Thomas Lupton of W oodhorn was married.

65 L upton him self buried an infant son, Plienehas, on 2 8 -April, 1658.
66 f A u g . 08. James H ardy and Issobell Purdye— by M r. W a tt— 2 askings. 

B y licence."



C h r is t ia n  n a m e  a n d  s u r n a m e , h a d  a p p a r e n t ly  s u c c e e d e d  T h o m a s  

L u p t o n  in  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  S o u t h  S h i e ld s .  A  £ M r .  H e n r y  

A s h b u r n e ,  p r e a c h e r  o f  G o d 's  w o r d  5 is  m e n t io n e d  in  t h e  r e g i s t e r  

o f  S t .  J o h n 's ,  N e w c a s t l e ,  a s  h a v i n g  o ff ic ia te d  th e r e  in  1 6 5 8 . 67 

H e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  th e  H e n r y  A s h b u r n h a m , o v e r  w h o s e  n o m i n a 

t io n  to  th e  v i c a r a g e 'o f  S t .  J o h n 's  in  1 6 6 8  t h e  N e w c a s t le  c o r p o r a 

t io n  in c u r r e d  t h e  d is p le a s u r e  o f  b is h o p  C o s i n .68 B u t  h e  w a s  

d is p la c e d  f r o m  t h e  le a d  w h e n  P a t r i c k  W a i t  r e a p p e a r e d  a t  

S h i e ld s ,  a n d  r e t ir e d .

W a i t  h a d  t h u s  c o m e  to  h i s  o w n  a g a in  in  h a p p ie r  t i m e s .  

B u t  h e  d id  n o t  l i v e  l o n g  to  e n jo y  h is  r e s t o r a t i o n . H e  w a s  n o t  

in d e e d  o f  a  g r e a t  a g e . A s s u m i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  a b o u t  2 4  w h e n  < 

h e  w a s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  d e a c o n , in  c h a r g e  o f  N o r h a m , in  1 6 1 5 ,  h e  

w o u ld  b e  a b o u t  7 0  w h e n  h e  r e t u r n e d  to  S h i e ld s .  T h r e e  y e a r s  

la t e r  h e .  d ie d . I n  th e  r e g i s t e r  o f  b u r i a ls  t h e r e  is  s i m p l y  t h e  

b r i e f  e n t r y , u n d e r  t h e  y e a r  1 6 6 4 ,  ‘ M a r c h  2 8 ,  M r .  P a t r i c k e  W a t t . '  

I t  is  c u r i o u s  t h a t  to  t h e  e n d  h is  n a m e  w a s  a l m o s t  a lw a y s  g i v e n  

b y  o th e r s  a s £ W a t t , '  w h i l e  h e  h i m s e l f  s ig n e d  th e  v e s t r y  m i n u t e s  

a s  ‘ W a i t . '

O n  J u l y  2 7  t h e  d e a n  a n d  c h a p t e r  o f  D u r h a m  a p p o in t e d  

S t e p h e n  B o r d l e y ,  c u r a t e  o f  R y t o n ,  to  ‘ t h e  d o n a t iv e  c h u r c h , o r  

c h a p e l  o f  S t .  H i l d  o f  S h e e le s , n o w  v a c a n t  b y  t h e  n a t u r a l  d e a t h  

o f  th e  la t e  in c u m b e n t  t h e r e o f : '  b u t  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  la s t  

in c u m b e n t  in  q u e s t io n  is n o t  g i v e n ,  a s  is u s u a l l y  th e  c a s e  in  th e  

f o r m s  o f  p r e s e n t a t io n s . T h e  la s t  i n c u m b e n t  a p p o in t e d  b y  t h e  

d e a n  a n d  c h a p t e r  h a d  b e e n  T h o m a s  W a n d l e s ,  w h o  h a d  n o w  b e e n  

d e a d  f o r  s o m e  e le v e n  y e a r s . A n d  y e t  n o  a p p o in t m e n t  h a d  b e e n  

m a d e  o f  a  r e g u la r  s u c c e s s o r  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  s in c e  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n .

67 M em oirs o f  Ambrose Barnes (50 Surtees Soc. publ.), p. 384. M r. L ong- 
staffe suggests th at he may be the H enry Ashburnham  who was at St. John's, 
Newcastle, in 1669. I f  so he was probably the vicar of Tynem outh, who was 
ordained deacon 17 A ugust, and priest 21 September, 1662. See M r. H . 
Adam son's list of the vicars of Tynem outh.

68 B p . Cosin s Correspondence, vol. i i  (55 Surtees Soc. publ.), p. 207.



B u t  as s o o n  a s  W a i t  d ie d  t h e  v a c a n c y  w a s  f i l le d  u p . T a k i n g ,  

in t o  a c c o u n t  t h e n  th e s e  t h r e e  f a c t s ,  t h e  l o n g  d e la y  in  m a k i n g  

a n  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  t h e  p r o m p t  a c t i o n  a f t e r  W a i t 's  d e a t h , a n d  th e  

o m is s i o n  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  B o r d l e y 's  p r e d e c e s s o r , th e  _ in fe r e n c e  

is  c le a r  t h a t  W a i t  h a d  w o n  s u c h  r e s p e c t  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  t h a t  h e  

w a s  l e f t  u n d i s t u r b e d , as t h e  d e  f a c t o  i n c u m b e n t  o f  t h e , p a r is h  

so  l o n g  a s  h e  l i v e d ; a n d  w a s  t a c i t l y  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  t h e  d e a n  

a n d  . c h a p t e r ,  th e  p a t r o n s , a s  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  r e s p o n s ib le  p a r is h  

p r i e s t .

H e r e ,  t h e n , is th e  p i c t u r e ,  n e c e s s a r i ly  f r a g m e n t a r y  a n d  i m p e r 

f e c t ,  o f  o n e  w h o  l i v e d  a l l  t h r o u g h . t h e  s t o r m y  p e r io d  o f  t h e  

c i v i l  w a r  a n d  th e  c o m m o n w e a l t h ,  a n d  w h o  .d u r in g , a  c o n s i d e r a b le ,  

p a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e  m a i n t a i n e d  a n  a c t i v e  m i n i s t r y .  F e w  a s t h e  

a c t u a l  n o t ic e s  o f  h i m  a r e , a n d  in  m o s t  c a se s  e v e n  t h e n  o n l y  

f o r m a l  e n t r i e s ,  y e t  t h e y  a r e  s u f f ic ie n t , ,w h e n  c o l le c t e d  t o g e t h e r ,  

a n d  p la c e d  in  r e la t io n  w it h  t h e  c u r r e n t  t r e n d  o f  e v e n t s , to  

r e v e a l  a  m a n  o f  n o  o r d in a r y  p a t i e n c e , a n d  o f  f a i t h f u l  t e n a c i t y  

in  h i s  p o s t ;  w h o  c o m m a n d e d  t h e  c o n f id e n c e  a l i k e  o f  th is  p a r i s h 

io n e r s , o f  t h e  p r e s b y t e r ia n  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a n d  o f  t h e ' .v i g o r o u s  

c h u r c h m e n  o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n . W h a t  t h e  c o n d it io n s  w e r e , o f  . 

p o v e r t y  a n d  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  u n d e r  w h ic h  h e  s e r v e d  h is  c u r e , a n d  

s t i l l  m o r e  w h e n  h e  w a s  d r iv e n  o u t  f r o m  i t ,  c a n  o n ly  b e  c o n 

je c t u r e d . A t  t h e  b e s t  h e  c a n  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  w e l l  o f f :; w h i l e  in  

t h e  w o r s e  t i m e s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  h e  p a s s e d  b e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  

r e d u c e d  to  so r e  s t r a i t s .  B u t  it  s u r e l y  is  w o r t h  w h ile  to  a t t e m p t  

to  r e c o v e r  s o m e t h i n g  o f  th e  s t o r y  o f  h i s  l i f e .  F o r  h e  r e p r e s e n t s  

a d i s t i n c t  t y p e  o f  th o s e  m e n ,  a n d  t h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  

o f  t h e m  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ,  w h o  n e v e r  c a m e  in t o  m a r k e d  p r o m i n e n c e ,  

b u t  w h o  r e m a in e d  f a i t h f u l l y  a t  t h e i r  p o s ts  a s l o n g  as t h e y  w e r e  

a l lo w e d , a n d  c o u ld  d o  so c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y : a n d  w h o  b y  t h e i r  

s t e a d f a s t n e s s  d id  m o r e  t h a n  a l l  o th e r s  to  k e e p  a l i v e ’ t h e  c o n 

t i n u i t y  o f  p a r is h  l i f e  in  E n g l a n d  t h r o u g h  a  g r e a t  d is r u p t io n .

T h e  r e a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  p e o p le  is  to  b e  f o u n d ,  n o t  in



g r e a t  m i l i t a r y  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  n o t  in  th e  la r g e r  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e - ;

m e n t s ,  n o t  . i n  t h e  d o i n g s  o f  t h e  c o u r t , so  m u c h  a s  in  t h e  

h u m b l e r  o r d in a r y  l i f e  o f  t h e  s i m p le  c i t i z e n s .  A n d  it  i s  in  n o  

s m a l l  m e a s u r e  d u e  to  t h e  p a t i e n t  r e s e a r c h e s  o f  a n t i q u a r i a n

s o c ie t ie s , s u c h  a s t h i s ,  t h a t  i t  has- b e e n  m a d e  p o s s i b le ,  in  o u r

• d a y  to  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  p a s t  in  f u l l e r  d e t a i l ,  a n d  in  t r u e r  

p e r s p e c t iv e .

M r .  M a b e r l y  P h i l l i p s  r e m a r k e d  fiv e  y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  ‘ p a p e r s  

o f  a  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  a r e  n o w  r a r e ly  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  o u r  

s o c i e t y / 69 B u t  s in c e  h e  r e a d  h is  p a p e r  o n  J o h n  L o m a x ,  th is  

r e p r o a c h  ( i f  r e p r o a c h  it  w a s )  h a s  b e e n  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  s o c ie t y  

b y  p a p e r s  w h i c h  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  in  A r c h a e o l o g i a  A e l i a n a  f r o m  

t h e  p e n s  o f  M r .  C r a w fo r d  H o d g s o n ,  M r .  W e l f o r d ,  a n d  M r .  

B a i m e s .  T h e  p r a c t i c e  h a s ,  t h e r e f o r e , b e e n  r e -e s t a b l i s h e d . A n d  

i t  h a s  it s  u s e . F o r  th e r e  is  n o  b e t t e r  w a y  to  r e c a s t  th e  e p is o d e s  

o f  a n  o b s c u r e  a n d  d i f f ic u lt  p e r i o d , a n d  t o . c lo t h e  t h e m  w i t h  l i f e ,  

t h a n  to  w e a v e  in  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  p u b l i c  e v e n ts  w i t h  th e  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a n  in d i v i d u a l  w h o  w a s  c lo s e ly  a f fe c te d  b y  t h e m .

A n d  th e r e  is n o . e p o c h  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  n o r t h  t h a t  is  

m o r e  b a r r e n  o f  d e f in i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a b o u t  m e n  a n d  m a t t e r s ,  

t h a n  t h e  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1 6 4 0  a n d  1 6 6 0 .  N o r  is i t  in  r e s p e c t  o f  

c h u r c h  a f fa ir s  a lo n e  t h a t  t h i s  d e a r t h  o f  d e t a i le d  k n o w le d g e  

p r e v a i ls .  I t  is  th e  s a m e  w it h  a l l  t h e  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  

s t o r y  o f  D u r h a m  a n d  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  d u r i n g  th o s e  y e a r s . E v e n  

M r .  W e l f o r d ’ s N e w c a s t le  a n d  G a te s h e a d , in  t h e  t h i r d  v o l u m e ,  

w h ic h  t r e a t s  o f  t h e  s ix t e e n t h  a n d  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s , c lo s e s  w it h  

a  s n a p  m  1 6 4 0 .  A n d  th e  lo c a l  h i s t o r i a n , w h o  w is h e s  to  d e a l  w it h  

th o s e  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  h a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o t h i n g  to  t u r n  to , o u t s id e  t h e  

p a g e s  o f  A r c h a e o l o g i a  A e l i a n a ,  e x c e p t  M r .  L o n g s t a fE e ’ s l o n g  

a p p e n d ix  o f  n o r t h  c o u n t r y  n o te s  a n d  i l lu s t r a t i o n s ,  a t t a c h e d  to  

h is  M e m o i r s  o f  A m b r o s e  B a r n e s ,  p u b l i s h e d  b y  th e  S u r t e e s  

S o c i e t y ,  a n d  o n e  o r  tw o  o t h e r  v o lu m e s  o f  t h a t  S o c i e t y ’ s p u b l i c a -



tions. And so it seemed to me to be wortli while to attack  
this dark period, and to endeavour to bring out into clearer 
light one feature of the process of that long upheaval in our 
national history: to point out how the parochial clergy were 
affected, as instanced in the lives of Thomas W andles and 
Patrick W a it .

TH E FIRST PAGE OF ST. HILDAS REGISTER BOOK.

September the 20th A o. .1653.

W hereas by an act of Parlam ent the twentie fourth of A ugust 1653 
touching m arriages births and burialls and that every parish should make 
choice of a register for that purpose; wee the minister and foure and twentie 
and the rest of the p ’ishoners of the Chappelrye of St. H ylds wthin the 
parish church of Jarrow in the Countie of Durham  doe nominate elect and 
make choise of Robert Chilton to be R egister for the said Chappelrie for all 
such m arriages births and burialls. G-eo. M id d elto n .'0

Robert Anderson Thom as Pearson
John Sm art A nthony +  Dauie
Tho. Pattison Edward W a llis  (?)
Robert Logan Richerd W o llfe
Alexander ffisher W ill . Blaycklock
W illia m  B lythm an John Chilton
Thom as Atkinson Cuth. Carre
R ichard Carr
W illm . Lawson
Thom as Sm art
W ilia m  W h ea tly
R alph H arle
Thom as Pattison
Edw ard Raw e

According to ye tenor of y e A ct of pTim ent touching marriages Bureing date 
ye 24th of A ugust 1653 I  doe approue of Robfc. Chilton of South Sheeles to be 
ye parish Register for the Chappelrie of S*. H ilds w**in ye p'ish of Jarroe. 
Sept. 22th 1653. R° b * Claveringe.

70 There was a f George M iddleton of South Shields, g e n t /,  who married  
one of the G ills of Barton. [See Court o f  H igh  Commission at Durham  (34 
Surtees Soc. publ.), p. 3 .] But the position of this signature, and the 
reference to r the m inister * above, make it probable that this Geo. M iddelton  
was the acting m inister.




