
B y  J .  C .  H o d g s o n ,  M . A . ,  F . S . A . ,  a  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .

[ R e a d  o n  t h e  2 2 n d  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 1 1 . ]

A s  t h e  t h r e e  M i d d l e t o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s o  f r e q u e n t l y  m e n t i o n e d  

i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  p a p e r ,  i t  s e e m s  d e s i r a b l e  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  w h a t  

h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  s a i d  w i t h  s o m e  n o t i c e s  o f  t h e  d e v o l u t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  m a n o r s ,  a n d  t o  p u t  o n  r e c o r d  s o m e  d o c u m e n t s  r e c e n t l y  

d i s c o v e r e d .

T h e  t h r e e  M i d d l e t o n s  g r a n t e d  t o  e a r l  G o s p a t r i c  b y  k i n g  

S t e p h e n ,  a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  1 1 3 5 ,  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h r e e  t o w n ­

s h i p s 1 i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  I l d e r t o n ,  n o w  k n o w n  a s  S o u t h  M i d d l e t o n ,  

c o m p r i s i n g  1 6 1 0  a c r e s ,  N o r t h  M i d d l e t o n ,  c o m p r i s i n g  2 0 8 2  a c r e s ,  

a n d  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l ,  c o m p r i s i n g  1 1 0 1  a c r e s . 2

B e s i d e s  L i u l f ,  s o n  o f  T J c t r e d ,  a n d  h i s  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  

f a m i l y  o f  I l d e r t o n ,  w h o s e  h i s t o r y  h a s  b e e n  s e t  o u t ,  t h e r e  w e r e ,  

in  1 2 2 6 ,  o t h e r  s u b - f e u d a t o r i e s ,  w h o s e  n a m e s  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  a m o u n t  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  p a i d  t o  t h e  s h e r i f f  

f o r  t a l l a g e : — T h o m a s  d e  M i d d e l t o n  o w e d  o n e  m a r k ;  J o h n  d e  

a l i a  M i d d e l t o n  o w e d  4 0 s .  f o r  t h e  s a m e ;  J o h n  d e  R o d u n e ,  t w o  

m a r k s ;  H e n r y  d e  R o d u n e ,  f i v e  m a r k s ;  S i m o n  t h e  m e r c e r  a n d  

J o h n  s o n  o f  H e r b e r t  ( w h o  h e l d  o f  t h e  h e i r s h i p  o f  C o n s t a n t i n e  

d e  M i d d e l t o n ) ,  t w o  m a r k s . 3

1 In  1725 South Middleton was computed to comprise 16 ancient farms, North  
M iddleton 16 ancient farms, and M iddleton-hall 10 ancient farms. Caldgate-mill, 
now included in the township of North Middleton, was reckoned as 1£ farms. 
Ilderton church books. Cf. Proc. Soc. Antiq. Neioc., 2 ser. x , 170.

2 According to the census returns of 1901, South Middleton contained 11 in­
habited houses and a population of 52 ; North M iddleton had 24 inhabited houses 
and a population of 94, and M iddleton-hall had i 1 inhabited houses and a popula­

tion of 44.
3 Pipe Roll, 11 H enry h i , rot. 5, dorso. Cf. new H ist, o f  Northumberland, 

v ii, 51, 52.
Since the text was made ready for the press, Sir Arthur Middleton has sent



£ s. d. S. d.
5 6 4 unde regi 9 8
1 6 10 > j 2 H
0 17 3 3 3 1 7
5 8 2 33 9 10
1 1 11 3 3 2 0

39 18 6 3 3 72 7

Some ten years later, a return was made that Patrick, 
earl of Dunbar, held, as tenant in chief, Suth Middiltun, 
Middest Middiltun, North Middiltun and Portum; or, accord­
ing to another account, Middelton cum Potlum membro suo, 
Middilton Thomae, Middelton Nicholai.4

The names of the sub-feudatories in the three vills are set 
out in the Subsidy Poll of 1296, together with the amounts 
at which they were severally tallaged.

NORTH MIDILTON IN THE WARD OP GLENDAL SUBSIDY ROLL, 1296.

Summa bonorum Domini Johannis M idilton  
,, Roberti molendinarii
,, Johannis M aryor’ ...

, ,  Hugonis T ypet ...................
,, Johannis molendinarii

-  ,, Margaretae de M idelton 39 18 6
Summa hujus villae, £53  19s. Od. Unde domino regi, £ 4  18s. Id.

for the writer's inspection his analyses of the entries, relating to his fam ily, 
appearing on the Pipe Rolls. W ithout anticipating the results of Sir Arth ur’s 
exhaustive study, the following deductions may be made from the notices.

Lands in M iddle Middleton (now known as North Middleton) were held by  
Thomas de Middelton from 1223 to 1 236 ; by Thomas de Middelton and John eof 
the same ’ in 1 241 ; by (a second) Thomas de M iddelton from 1250 to 1 2 57 ; and 
perhaps by John de Middelton in 1261.

Lands in South M iddleton were held by John ‘ of the other M iddelton ’ n
1223, 1224, 1225 and 1227 ; by John de Suth-midelton in 1230, 1231, 1233 and 
12 34 ; by Nicholas de Suth-midleton in 1241, 1247, 1250, 1252 and 1257.

Lands in North M iddleton, now called M iddleton-hall, were held by Constan­
tine * of the third Middelton ’ (elsewhere called Constantine de M iddelton) in 1223,
1224, 1225 ; by Simon the mercer of North-midelton and John, son of H erbert, as 
of the heirship of Constantine, in 1227, 1230, 1231, 1233 and 1 234 ; by Roger de 
Middelton in 1235 and 1236 ; by John, son of Roger de North-m iddelton, in 1248 ; 
and by John de North-middelton in 1250, 1252, 1257 and 1261. Cf. Pipe R olls, 
Rev. John Hodgson, Northumberland, part in , vol. iii, pp. 134, 137, 140, 148, 159, 
162, 166, 168, 171, 177, 180, 197, 214, 220, 225, 242, 258, 284.

4 Testa de Nevill} as set out in new Hist, o f  Northumberland, v ii, 55?i,



N O T IC E S  O E T H E  T H R E E  M I D D L E T O N S  I

IN THE WARD OF COKEDAL SUBSIDY ROLL, 1296.MIDIL EST MIDILTON

Summa bonorum W illelm i H og
,, Hiltred molendinarii
„  Rogeri le Fouer
,, Thomae Dunyng’ ...

Johannis Fadir
)( Arnaldi ...................
,, A lani H om yl
,,  Reginaldi bercatoris

Summa hujus villae, £11 18s. lOd.

SUTH MIDDILTON IN THE WARD OF COI

Summa bonorum W ille lm i Hoghird ...
,, Thomae de Yerdhill
,, W ille lm i del H ill ...
, ,  Roberti Chaumberlayne
,,  Tbomae filii Alclr! ...
,, A lani Percivaus
„  Johannis Boiler
,,  Johannis filii Aldred
„  Adae filii Aldred ...
„  W ille lm i de Yesington
„  A lani Caumberlayne
,, Thomae filii Eustacii

Summa hujus villae, £12  ISs. 7d.

£  s. d.
1 19 0  u n d e  r e g i

S.
3

d.
6 }

1 8  4 )> 2 7
0  12 0 ») 1 1

1 15 6 )> 3 2 f
1 13 2 SJ 3 01

2  6  6 )) 4 2 f

0 13 4 ) > 1 21
1 11 0 . >> 2 91

tide d o m in o  r e g i ,  21s. 8 J d .

DAL SUBSIDY ROLL, 1296. 
£ s.' d. . s. 
0  13 11 u n d e  r e g i  1

d.
H

0 11 0 1 0

2  4  6 4

0 13 10 l) 1 3

0  11 0 I > 1 0

0 18 0 )) 1 71
0  U  0 >) 1 0

2  2  4 J ) 3 10J
1 18 0 ) ) 3 51
1 13 0 M 3 0

0 11 0 J) 1 0

0 11 0 I 0
Unde domino regi, 23s. 7|<rd.

The Tres Middiltona are mentioned in the lis t  of manors, 
etc., of which Patric iv, earl of Dunbar, was seised at his death, 
10th October, 1308; the said Middletons and Roddam rendering 
yearly (at the feast of St. Cuthbert) the farm of St. Cuthbert, 
viz., 30s.5 The information afforded by the subsidy ro ll of 
1336 is scanty.

S U B S ID E  R O L L , 1336.

MIDDILTON IN THE WARD OF COCDALE.

Robertus Aldric, 2s. W illelm us bercar., Is. 4d. Stephanus de Middilton, Is. 
W illelm u s Y ir ly , 9d. Summa, 5s. Id.

MIDDILTON IN THE WARD OF GLENDALE.

Rogerus A ldrit, 10s.



T h e  e a r l  o f  D u n b a r  h a v i n g  r e n o u n c e d  h i s  a l l e g i a n c e ,  h i s  

p o s s e s s i o n s  w e r e  f o r f e i t e d  t o  t h e  k i n g ,  w h o ,  o n  t h e  1 9 t h  

F e b r u a r y ,  1 3 3 5 ,  c o n f e r r e d  t h e  m a n o r s  s o  f o r f e i t e d  u p o n  H e n r y  

■ P e r c y .6

T h e  s t o r y  o f  G i l b e r t  d e  M i d d l e t o n 's  r e b e l l i o n  h a s  b e e n  t o l d  

e l s e w h e r e . 7 H i s  b r o t h e r  W i l l i a m  d e  M i d d l e t o n ,  w h o  w i t h  h i m  

w a s  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  o n  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  M i t f o r d  c a s t l e  i n  1 3 2 1 ,  

w a s  t h o w n  i n t o  . p r i s o n  a t  N e w c a s t l e ,  b u t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e l e a s e d  

o n  b a i l . 8 H i s  m a n o r - o f  M i d d l e m a s ’t  M i d d e l t o n  i n  C o k e d a l e ,  t o  

w h i c h  h e  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  k i n s w o m a n ,  I d o n i a  

d e  M i d d l e t o n ,  w a s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  k i n g ' s  e s c h e a t o r  i n  

1 3 4 4 , 9 a n d ,  o n  t h e  2 0 t h  o f  A p r i l  i n  t h a t  y e a r ,  w a s  g r a n t e d  t o  

T h o m a s  d e  G r e y . 10

A f t e r  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  b e f o r e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  N o r t h  M i d d l e t o n  b e c a m e  k n o w n  .a s  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l ;  

M i d d l e ,  o r  M i d d l e m o s t  M i d d l e t o n  t a k i n g  t h e  n a m e  o f  N o r t h  

M i d d l e t o n .

A t  t h e  g r e a t  m u s t e r  t a k e n  b y  S i r  E o b e r t  E l l e r k e r  o n  C o l d -  

m a r t i n  m o o r  o n  t h e  1 7 t h  A p r i l ,  1 5 3 8  n i n e t e e n  m e n  a t t e n d e d  f r o m  

S o u t h  M i d d l e t o n ,  o f  w h o m  e i g h t  w e r e  p a s s e d  a s  a b l e  a n d  f u l l y  * 

f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  h o r s e  a n d  w e a p o n s .

SOWTH MYDDILTON MUSTER ROLL, 1538.11

Edward H om yll, Thomas H om yll, John Hudson, Herry H all, Alexander 
Tuggall, Robert Hudson, Herry Bowden, Richard Hudson, Nycoll Gybson, John 
Gray, W y ly m  Cramer, Thomas Huntrod, Edward Cramer (Belonging to Chelling- 
ham), Richard B lythe, John Hudson, John Dawson, Rolland Reyfflee, John 
Reyfflee, Robert Torner. A bull men with hors and harness viij.

6 Cf. new H ist, o f  Northumberland, v ii , 85, 86.
7 Cf. Bates, H ist, o f  Northumberland, 157-159.
8 New  H ist, o f  Northumberland, v i i i , 88.
9 Originalia, 18 Edw. in , rot. 4. Rev. John Hodgson, Northumberland, part . 

in , vol. ii, 317.

10 Cal. P a t Rolls, 1343-1345, p. 252. 11 Arch. A el., 1 ser. iv , 193.



A n d  i n  t h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  W a t c h e s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  M a r c h e s  

m a d e  b y  t h e  d e p u t y  w a r d e n  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 5 5 2 ,  t h e  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  

E l d e r t o n  t o  S o u t h  M y  d i e  t o n  w e r e  t o  b e  w a t c h e d  w i t h  s i x  m e n ,  

n i g h t l y ;  t h e  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  S o u t h  M y d d e l t o n  t o  N o r t h  M y d d l e -  

t o n  w i t h  t w o  m e n ;  a n d  t h e  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  N o r t h  M y d d l e t o n  t o  

C a l g a t e  w i t h  t w o  m e n .  T h e  s e t t e r s  a n d  - s e a r c h e r s  -o f  t h e  S o u t h  

a n d  N o r t h  M i d d l e t o n  w a t c h  ' w e r e  E d w a r d  H u m b [ l ] e  a n d  t h e  

b a y l i f f  o f  M y d d l e t o n ,  a n d  t h e  o v e r s e e r s  o f  t h e  w a t c h ,  T h o m a s  

E l d e r t o n  a n d  J a s p e r  M e e l l e . 12

I n  1 5 6 8  t h e  M i d d l e t o n s  w e r e  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  S i r  T h o m a s  

G r e y  o f  C h i l l i n g h a m . 13

A t  a  m u s t e r  o f  f r e e h o l d e r s  a n d  t e n a n t s  o f  t h e  e a s t  m a r c h e s  

t a k e n  b y  M r .  J o h n  S e l b y  o n  t h e  T t h ,  8 t h ,  9 t h ,  a n d  1 0 t h  M a r c h ,  

1 5 7 9 /8 0 ,  n o  c a u s e  w a s  s h o w n  w h y  o n l y  f i v e  o f  S i r  T h o m a s  

G r e y ' s  e l e v e n  t e n a n t s  a t  N o r t h  M i d d l e t o n  w e r e  h o r s e d .  O f  

t h e  - f o u r t e e n  t e n a n t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  S o u t h  M i d d l e t o n ,  

l i k e w i s e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  S i r  T h o m a s ,  e i g h t  w e r e  h o r s e d ,  t h e  o t h e r s  

a l l e g i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  h o r s e s  h a d  b e e n  s t o l e n  b y  L i d d e s d a l e  r a i d e r s  

a n d  b y  E n g l i s h  r e b e l s . 14

A t  a  m u s t e r  t a k e n  o n  A b b e r w i c k  m o o r  o n  t h e  2 4 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  

1 5 9 5 ,  e i g h t  m e n  f r o m  N o r t h  M i d d l e t o n 15 a t t e n d e d  a n d  t e n  

o f  M r .  R a l p h  G r e y ' s  t e n a n t s  f r o m  S o u t h  M i d d l e t o n , 16 o f  w h o m  

T h o m a s  H u d s o n  r o d e  o n  a  b a y  t r o t t i n g  m a r e  o f  1 5  h a n d s ,  E d w a r d

12 Nicolson, Border Law s , 184, 185.
13 Liber Feodarii% 10 Eliz. Rev. John Hodgson, Northumberland, part il l , 

vol. iii, p. lxiii.

14 Cal. Border Papers, I, 15.
15 The vill whence these tenants came is probably represented by the shep­

herd’s cottage at Old M iddleton (sometimes Middleton Old-town), near which are 
evidences of extensive buildings. I t  is said that the present hamlet of North  
M iddleton has an existence of about a hundred years only.

16 The hamlet of South Middleton now comprises a well situated but neglected 
looking farm house and about ten cottages.



H u d s o n  o n  a  d u n  s a n d e d  t r o t t i n g  g e l d i n g  o f  1 4  h a n d s ,  a n d  R o b e r t  

H u d s o n  o n  a  w h i t e  t r o t t i n g  g e l d i n g . 17

I n  1 6 6 3  ‘ t h e  t w o  M i d d l e t o n s 3 b e l o n g e d  t o  l o r d  G r e y  o f  

W a r k . 18 A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  

y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w a s  g r a n t e d  t o  h i s  a n c e s t o r ,  t h e  t o w n ­

s h i p s  o f  N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h  M i d d l e t o n  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  e a r l  o f  

T a n k e r v i l l e . 18a

M I D D L E T O N -I I A L L .

T h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  R o t h e r f o r d s  o f  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l ,  t h o u g h  

p r o b a b l y  S c o t t i s h ,  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a s c e r t a i n e d .  S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  

t h e  2 6 t h  M a r c h ,  1 4 0 4 ,  R o b e r t  d e  R o t h e r f o r d  t o o k  t o  w i f e  J o a n ,  

d a u g h t e r  o f  S i r  H e n r y  d e  H e t o n  o f  C h i l l i n g h a m ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  

t h r e e  s i s t e r s  a n d  c o h e i r s  o f  W i l l i a m  d e  H e t o n , 19 o f  w h o s e  b i r t h  

a n d * b a p t i s m  a t  C h i l l i n g h a m  o n  t h e  1 s t  A u g u s t ,  1 3 8 9 ,  a n  a c c o u n t  

h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  i n  a n  e a r l i e r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  w r i t e r ' s . 20 

T h r o u g h  h e r ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l  w a s  

a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  R o t h e r f o r d s ,  a n d  b y  t h e m  e n j o y e d  f o r  n e a r l y  

t w o  h u n d r e d  y e a r s .

A  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  e l e v e n  m e n — o n l y  f o u r  o f  w h o m  w e r e  p a s s e d  

a s  f a h u l l  a s  h o r s  a n d  h a r n e s ' — w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m u s t e r  

t a k e n  o n  C o l d m a r t i n  m o o r  b y  S i r  R o b e r t  E l l e r k e r  o n  t h e  1 7 t h  

A p r i l ,  1 5 3 8 .

17 Cal. Border Papers, ii , 75.

18 Book of Rates, 1663. Rev. John Hodgson, Northumberland, part in , vol. i,
265.

isa There is one small freehold in N orth Middleton belonging to M r. W . 
Taylor. It  probably represents the tenement which in 1335 belonged to the 
master and brethren of Bolton hospital {cf. new H ist o f  Northumberland , v ii , 211) 
and it may be that for which Adam Atchison voted at the election of knights of 
the shire in 1748.

13 New  Hist, o f  Northumberland, ix , 114, 116. 20 Arch. A el., 2 ser. x x n , 118.



MYDDILTON-HALL MUSTER ROLL, 1538.21

M ongoo Clerk, Robert Rotherford, John Rotharford, A ntony Rotherford, 
Gylbert Eyrsden, N ycoll Eyresden, Thomas Patesson, Thomas Demstare, Rauff 
W ylso n , Richard Skewyer, W y ly m  Boldon.

In the great survey of the castles, towers, etc., on the 
borders, made by Bowes and Ellerker in 1541, it is stated th a t:—

The towneshippe of M ydleton H all conteyneth iiij husband lands plenyshed 
and hath in y t two stone houses or bastells, the one of th ’inheritaunce of Rob* 
Rotherforthe and th ’other of John Rotherforth.22

Robert and John Rotherford, who were first cousins, must- 
have died soon afterwards,, and violent dissension occurred 
between- their respective sons. The dispute was referred to 
Thomas, earl of Northumberland, as Lord W arden of the East 
and M iddle Marches, who at A lnwick on the 10th December, 
155T, made his award :—

A lnw ick the xth  of Decembre A 0 1557. In  the m ater in contraversie 
betw ixt Thom as R otherforde, off M ydleton-hall in Northum berland, gentlem an, 
on tlTone partye, and H enrie R otherford, sonne to John Rotherford, late off 
M ydleton-hall, afforesaid, deceassed,' on th 'other partie, for and concernings 
the rightfiill possession, tytle and interest off inherytaunce of, and in, all and 
singular suche landes and tenementes in M ydleton-haull, afforesaid, as late  
were in th/occupation of the said John Rotherford, deceassed, at the tym e of 
his death e; upon the hearinge off that- m ater affore the m ost honorable 
Thom as, earle off N orthum brland, Lord W arden of th 'est and mydle merches 
foranem pst Skotlande, yt did by substancyall bothe writinges and proves off 
witnesses, m anifestlie appere, the said landes in traverse, to belonge unto the 
said Thom as R otherford as his lawfful inherytaunce, and that the said John 
Rotherford had no interest nor tytle  in, or to, the same but for tearme off his 
onelie life of the g ift  and graunt of the said Thomas Rotherforde, so as the 
saide H en ry Rotherforde, after the deathe of his said father, coulde in no wise 
have or pretend anie laughfull claime, or tytle , to the said landes in traverse, 
or .anie part theroff. N evertheles, at the m edyacyon off the said Lord W arden , 
and his brother Sir H enrie Percie, k night, the said Thomas Rotherford ys 
contented^ and did condissend, and agree, that the said Henrie Rotherforde,

21 Arch. A el . , 1 ser. i v ,  193.
22 Bates, ‘ Border Holds 5 (Arch. A  eh, 2 ser.. x iv ) ,  34.



for and in  consyderacion, and upone condycion, of his trewe hart and goodw ill 
to be borne and contynewed towards the said Thom as Rotherforde and his 
eyres, and that he shuld frome tym e to tym e serve, as ys accustomed, in fraie 
and follow inge, when he shalbe by theim  called upon in the service of the K inge  
and Quenes m ajestyes, hir highnesJ eyris and successors, shall have; of the  
g ift of the said Thom as Rotherforde, twentye shillinges land, lyeinge in 
M ydleton-hall afforesaid, duringe the life  off him  the said H enrie R otherforde, 
and ther withe the bastell-hous, and byer affore the dore theroff, that his said 
layte father h a d ; and upon the said condycion provable brokinge, the said 
estate of the said H enrie Rotherforde, in the premises, clearelie to cease and 
to be voide. The said xxs. land to be set forthe, by the said Thom as R other­
forde, at the feast off the Puryfycacion off our Ladye next to come after the  
dayte heroff. In  wytnes wherof, as well the said Lord W arden , as the said  
Sir Henrie Percie, have herunto subscrybed ther names and set to there sealles 
the daie and yere abovesa-id. Signed, N o r th u m b e r la n d . H e n r y  P e rc y . 
Thomas R o th e r e o r d .23

T h o m a s  R o t h e r f o r c l ,  i n  w h o s e  f a v o u r  t h e  L o r d  W a r d e n  g a v e  

h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  d i d  n o t  l i v e  l o n g  a f t e r w a r d s ,  a n d , "  o n  h i s  d e a t h ,  

a n o t h e r  a n d  m o r e  b i t t e r  d i s p u t e  a r o s e  b e t w e e n  h i s  s o n  R o g e r  

( w h o s e  l e g i t i m a c y  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i m p u g n e d  b e f o r e  t h e  C o u n c i l  

o f  t h e  N o r t h )  a n d  T h o m a s ’ s b r o t h e r  J o h n .

1567, June 20. Suit heard before the Council of the N orth.
In the m atter between John Rotherfurth of M iddleton-hall, inform er, 

a n d : —
Richard Rotherfurth, W illia m  R otherfurth , George R otherfurth , R oger 

R otherfurth , John Ersden, Nicholas R otherfurth, Thom as Squier, Richard  
Foster and H enry Rotherfurth of M iddleton-hall, defendants: —

For the right to the manor of M iddleton-hall, and for entering to the same in 
m ost riotous manner, being weaponed with unlawful weapons, and also for the 
hurting of one gelding of the said inform er, which manor the plaintiff claims 
to be seised of, in fee, as brother and heir of Thom as R otherfurth , deceased.

Forasmuch as upon exam ination, before the Vice-president and Council, it 
appeared that the said .Thomas Rotherfurth, brother to the inform er, was 
law fully seised of the manor and died s. *p. ; after whose death the premises 
descended to the informer, as brother and next heir, as by the deposition of 
witnesses, sworn and examined before commissioners, did appear, and further 
it did appear, by the depositions, that the defendants with force and arms, in  
most riotous manner did assemble them selves together at M iddleton-hall,

23 Greenwich Hospital Deeds, communicated by M r. H . H . E . Craster.



being weaponed with lance, staves, spears and bow, with swords and daggers, 
and that they, so assembled there, the said W illiam  Rotherfurth, Roger 
Rotherfurth, Richard Rotherfurth and George Rurtherforth, after the rest of 
the defendants were departed, did make an assault upon, and affray upon the 
informer and Agnes his wife, and that one of them did then shoot an arrow 
through the informers sleeve, and that the gelding of the informer was sore 
hurt by the defendants, by means of which hurt the plaintiff hath sustained 
damage to the sum of 53s. 4cl. ; and the defendants showed no sufficient title 
to the estate, saving that Roger Rotherfurth alleged, that Thomas Rotherfurth 
being seised of the premises did marry Margaret Selby, and had issue by her 
George Rotherfurth, and the said defendant, and that after the said Thomas s 
death the premises descended to the said George, as son and heir, which 
George died s. p . ; after whose death the premises came to the said Roger as 
brother and next heir, which matter alleged did appear to this Court to be 
insufficient to avoid the informer's title to the premises, for that it appeared, 
by the depositions of the said informer, that Thomas Rotherfurth did first 
marry one Jennet Bydnall, and that, afterwards, in her lifetime, and without 
divorce, he did also marry the said Margaret Selby, and by her, in the lifetime 
of the said Jennet Bydnall, had issue the said George and the said defendant, 
so that they, are both bastards and cannot inherit the said lands. Therefore 
it is ordered, by the Vice-president and Council, that the informer shall have 
and enjoy the premises without disturbance, or interruption, of the defendants, 
or of any other persons, and that the defendants shall pay to the informer 
53s. 4d. for his damages, and also 20s. for his costs and charges; and also they 
shall pay 30Z.to Anthony Thorold, esq., the Queen's attorney in the North 
Parts, for a fine.24

As might have been foreseen, the consequence of these feuds 
and law suits was the impoverishment of the fam ily and conse­
quently the sale of Middleton-hall and other property at Hartley, 
Kewton-by-the-Sea, and Bamburgh.

15 Eliz. 9 July [1573]. Indenture between Sir John Forster, knight, Lord 
Warden of the Middle Marches foranenst Scotland (1); and Agnes Rotherforde, 
late wife of John Rotherforde, deceased, and Vincent Rotherforde, son and heir 
of the said John Rotherforde (2); the said Agnes and Vincent sell to Forster 
the manor of Mydleton-hall and all those their lands, tenements, etc., to the 
said manor belonging, which are situate in the towns and fields of Mydleton- 
hall, Newtowne by the Sea, Hartlea, and Bambrough, which sometime was 
the inheritance of Thomas Rotherforde, deceased, uncle to the said Vincent.

24 Ford Castle M S S ., commmnicated by M r. H . H . E. Craster.



The said A gnes and Vincent- covenant that the said premises are of the clear 
yearly value of 1U. 9s. 8d .25

T h i s  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  p e r f e c t e d  b y  a  f i n e  m a d e -  i n  M i c h a e l m a s  

t e r m ,  1 6  E l i z a b e t h ,  b e t w e e n  S i r  J o h n  F o r s t e r ,  k n i g h t ,  L o r d  

W a r d e n  o f  t h e  M a r c h e s ,  plaintiff, a n d  Y i n c e n t  R o  t h e r  f o r t h ,  

g e n t . ,  deforceant, o f  t h e  m a n o r  o f  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l ,  2 0  m e s s u a g e s ' ,  

2 0  t o f t s ,  2 0  g a r d e n s ,  a n d  l a n d ,  w o o d ,  a n d  h e a t h  i n  M i d d l e t o n -  

h a l l ,  H a r t l e y , .  N e w t o n  j u x t a  M a r e ,  a n d  B a m b u r g h .

W h e n  S i r  J o h n  F o r s t e r  a c q u i r e d  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l  t h e r e  w e r e  

s i x  t e n a n t s ,  o n l y  t w o  o f  w h o m  w e r e  f u l l y  f u r n i s h e d  w h e n  t h e y  

a t t e n d e d  t h e  m u s t e r  t a k e n  b y  M r .  J o h n  S e l b y  i n  M a r c h ,  1 5 8 0  ;26 

a t  L o r d  H u n s d o n ' s  m u s t e r  3 r d  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 5 8 4 ,  t h e r e  a t t e n d e d  

f o u r  f o o t - m e n ,  b u t  ■ o n l y  t w o  h o r s e m e n . 27 T h e  n o n - e f f i c i e n c y  

o f  t h e  t e n a n t s  m a y  p e r h a p s  b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  t h e  r a i d s  o f  

S c o t t i s h  t h i e v e s ,  w h o  v i s i t e d  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l  n o  l e s s  t h a n  f o u r  

. t i m e s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1 5 8 8  a n d  1 5 8 9 . 28 O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i n  t h e  

| R o l l  o f  W r o n g s  J p r e s e n t e d  b y  S i r  R o b e r t  K e r  i n  1 5 9 6 ,  i t  w a s  

a l l e g e d  t h a t  D a n d y e  D a g l e i s h  o f  L e m p e t l a w  h a d  b e e n  s l a i n  

b y  A l b a n y  R o t h e r f o r d  a n d  o t h e r s  i n  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l . 29 T h e  

a c c u s a t i o n  w a s  m e t  b y  S i r  R o b e r t  C a r e y ,  w h o  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  

D a n d y  w a s  s l a i n  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  b u t  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  

s l a i n  b y  A l b a n y  a n d  H e n r y  R o t h e r f o r d . 30 I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  

H e n r y  R o t h e r f o r d  o f  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l  f i l e d  a  b i l l  a g a i n s t  t h e  

l a i r d s  o f  W a u c h o p e  ( V a u g h o p p ) ,  w h o  h a d  l i f t e d  5  o x e n ,  6  k i n e ,  

a  m a r e  a n d  i n s i g h t  g e a r  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  £ 2 7 . 31

O n  t h e  1 0 t h  A u g u s t ,  1 5 7 8 ,  S i r  J o h n  F o r s t e r  c o n v e y e d  h i s  

p r o p e r t y — i n c l u d i n g  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l — t o  t r u s t e e s  t o  u s e s  d e c l a r e d  

a n d  d i e d  i n  1 6 0 2 .  O n  t h e  8 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 6 2 0 ,  h i s  g r a n d s o n

“  Greenwich Hospital Deeds, communicated by Mr. H. H. E. Craster.
** Cal. Border Papers, i, 15. ‘ ’ Ibid., 153.
M Ibid., 349, 358, 359, 365. 29 Ibid., i i ,  182.
30 Ibid., 198. 31 Ibid., 346.



a n d  h e i r ,  S i r  C l a u d i u s  F o r s t e r ,  b a r t .  , 32 c o n v e y e d  M i d d l e t o n -  

h a l l  t o  S i r  A r t h u r  G r e y  o f  S p i n d l e s t o n  ( d i e d  circa 1 6 3 6 ) ;  w h o  

e i t h e r  b o u g h t  u p  s o m e  p a r c e l s  w h i c h  h a d  r e m a i n e d  w i t h  t h e  

R o t h e r f o r d  f a m i l y  o r  f o r t i f i e d  h i s  t i t l e  b y  t a k i n g  f e o f f m e n t s  

f r o m  J o h n  R o t h e r f o r d  a n d  A n d r e w  R o t h e r f o r d .  I s a b e l  G r e y ,  

d a u g h t e r  a n d  s o l e  h e i r  o f  S i r  A r t h u r ,  b e c a m e  w i f e  o f  S i r  

W i l l i a m  F e n w i c k  o f  M e l d o n ,  a n d  b y  h i m  h a d  t h r e e  d a u g h t e r s ,  

o n e  o f  w h o m ,  C a t h e r i n e ,  m a r r i e d  f i r s t  S i r  H e n r y  L a w s o n ,  o f  

B r o u g h ,  a n d  s e c o n d l y  F r a n c i s  R a d c l i f f e ,  w h o  i n  1 6 6 3  w a s  r a t e d  

f o r  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l  a t  £ 1 0 0  p e r  a n n u m .  H e  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

c r e a t e d  e a r l  o f  D e r w e n t w a t e r .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  m a r r i a g e  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  w a s  i n h e r i t e d  b y  J a m e s ,  t h e  t h i r d  e a r l  o f  D e r w e n t ­

w a t e r ,  a n d ,  o n  h i s  a t t a i n d e r  a n d  e x e c u t i o n  i n  1 7 1 6 ,  c o m i n g  i n t o  

t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  C r o w n ,  i t  w a s  g r a n t e d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  D e r w e n t ­

w a t e r  e s t a t e s ,  t o  G r e e n w i c h  h o s p i t a l .  F r o m  t h e  G r e e n w i c h  

h o s p i t a l  c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  M i d d l e t o n - h a l l  w a s  p u r c h a s e d  e a r l y  i n  

t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b y  M r .  G e o r g e  H u g h e s , ,  a  l i e u t e n a n t -  

c o l o n e l  i n  t h e  R o y a l  C h e v i o t  L e g i o n ,  w h o s e  a n c e s t o r s  h a d  

f a r m e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r ,  i t  is  s a i d ,  a  c o u p l e  o f  h u n d r e d  y e a r s : 

t h e  e s t a t e  n o w  b e l o n g s  t o  h i s  k i n s m a n  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  M r .  

G e o r g e  P r i n g l e  H u g h e s . 33

32 Greenwich Hospital Deeds, communicated by Mr. H . H . E. Craster.

33 There is an interesting description of M iddleton-hall, and of some of the 
fine trees growing there, in the H ist . o f  the Berwick. N a t . Club, x , 279-283.



A rm s : Quarterly 1 and 4, O r , an inescutcheon gu les , in ch ie f  three m artlets o f  the second  (Rotherford); 
2 and 4, a lion  ra m p a n t argent (? H eton) (ft).

R obert de  R o th er - =̂ = Joan, daughter of Sir Henry de H eton, knight, and sister and coheir of W illiam  de H eton of Chillingham ; 
fo r d , married be- proof of age, 8 Henry iv , no. 8*2; born at Chillingham, 1st August, 1389 (d), her godfather being W alter
fore 26th M arch, of Hepscot, abbot of A lnw ick { d ) ; married secondly, before 11th November, 14*24, Thomas Lilburn of
1404 (c). W e st Lilburn (c).

Thomas Rotherford of M iddleton-hall (ft). = .........  daughter o f ......... Badby of Glendale (ft).

Thomas Rotherford  .............  daughter of
(ft) of M iddleton- Thomas Haggerston
hall, son and heir. of Lyham -hall (ft).

Henry Rotherford (b) == 
[of M iddleton-hall], 
second son (ft).

  daughter of ........
Ilderton of Ilderton  
(ft).

Ralph Rotherford, third 
son, died without sur­
viving issue (ft).

John Rotherford, son and heir (ft); in 1541 held one of the tw o =  “ B y ll,”  daughter 
stone bastle-houses in M iddleton-hall ( f ) 3 and died before 10th ' ‘
December, 1557, seised for the term of his life only of land in 
M iddleton-hall (aa).

of Thomas Scott 
of Yardley (ft) 
[Earle],

Anthony Rotherford, second son, 
had issue tw o bastards (ft). 

Nicholas Rotherford, died without 
issue (ft).

H ®nr/ j ^ hf r£° !'d ,?f  yM dtefcon-haU, son and heir (6 ); 10th December, 1557, failed to establish his claim to lands of inheritance 
in M iddleton-hall, but obtained a grant of certain land and the bastle-house of the grant of his kinsman Thomas Rotherford
lor his life only { a a ) ; mentioned in the will of Thomas Ilderton, A pril, 1578.

A nd perhaps other issue.

Robert Rotherford (ft) of M iddleton-hall, son and heir (ft) ; was present —  Constance, daughter of 
at the muster on Coldmartin moor in 1538 ; held a bastle-house at I Bertram Bradford of 
M iddleton in 1541 ( / ) .  Brunton (ft).

Lancelot Rotherford, second 
son (ft) ; died without issue
(b).

A



Janet Beadnel, = 
in whose life- 
t im e  a n d  
without di­
v o r c e  her  
husband mar­
ried Marga- 
retSelby(im ).

: Thomas Rotherford of M id- * 
dleton-hall, son and heir 
(ft); had his rights in 
M iddleton-hall established 
10th December, 1557, by  
the award of the Lord 
W arden {a a ) ; in 1^50 one 
of the gentlemen inhabi­
tants (e ) ; died before 20th  
June, 1567 {a).

r r

M a r g a r e t ,  
daughter of 
Gilbert Sel­
by (ft) of 
C o rn h i l i ­
on - Tweed
(ft).

John Rotherford, second ; 
son (ft), succeeded to 
M iddleton-hall as bro­
ther and heir ; was the 
informer in suit before 
the Council of the 
N orth, 20th June, 
1567 {a ) ; was dead 
before 9th July, 1573 
(a).

Agnes, daugh­
ter of W i l ­
liam Reveley  
of H um ble- 
don (6), liv ­
ing a widow  
and party to 
deed of 9th 
July, 1573
(a).

Roger Rotherford
(6), third son
(ft).

Elizabeth, wife of 
W illiam  W a ll of 
Durham (ft). 

Cicely, . wife of 
Thomas Roddam  
of Lilburn (5).

George, leased his lands in H artley, 18th October, 1563, to Christopher M itford (c ) ; died s.p. before 20th June, 1567 (a). 
Roger, in 1567, claimed to be brother and heir.
A n d  perhaps other issue.

Vincent Rotherford (ft) of M iddleton-hall, son and heir, a freeholder in H artley in 1573 (c ) ; by indenture dated 9th July, Thomas
1573, conveyed the manor of M iddleton-hall and all his lands there and at New ton-by-the-Sea, Bamburgh, and at Rother-
H artley, to Sir John Forster, knight (a), who, in 1579, reconveyed the H artley property (a) (c). ford (ft).

{aa) Greenwich Hospital deeds.
\a) Ford Castle M SS .
(ft) F low er’s Visitation, 1563 and 1564. H arl. Soc. publ., 

no. xv i, 269.
(c) New  Hist, o f  Northumberland, ix , 114, 116, 122, 123 n .

[d] Arch. A el., 2 ser., x x ii , 118.
(e) Sir Robert Bowes’ Survey, Rev. John Hodgson,

Northumberland, part in , vol, ix. p. 207.
( / )  Bates, Border H olds , 34.




