
By R i c ha r d  W e l f o r d , M .A ., a vice-president.

[R ead on the 27th  N ovem b er, 1912 .]

To volu m e iv  o f the octavo series o f A r c h a e o lo g ia  A e l i a n a , 
published in I8 6 0 1, the late M r. John H od gso n  H in d e  contributed  
a paper dealing w ith  b ygon e public am usem ents in  N ew castle . 
A m o n g  the subjects elucidated was th at of public assem blies for  
d an cin g , card p lay in g , e tc ., w hich were m uch in vogue th ro u gh 

out the country du rin g the seventeenth cen tury . T h e first 
notice of such an assem bly in N ew castle , M r . H in d e  fou n d occur

rin g  in  the R ace week of 17 16 . T he place of m eetin g  was the  
house form erly  occupied b y  Sir W il l ia m  Creagh in W e stg a te  
Street, on the opposite side of that th oroughfare to the present 
county court, and for som e tim e afterw ards kept as a school for  
you n g  ladies. There is a picture o f it on the m arg in  of 
C orbridge’s m ap of N ew castle , published in  17 23  or 1 7 2 4 , du rin g  
the m ayoralty  of M atthew  Feath erstonh au gh , to w hom  the m ap  
is dedicated.

Sykes, in his L o c a l  R e c o r a s , copies an advertisem ent w hich  
appeared in the N ew ca stle  C  o u t  a n t o f the 8th M a y , 1 7 2 5 , an nou nc

in g  that at this assem bly  room  in  the R ace week of that year, 
tw elve fine fans w ould be raffled for at 2s. 6 d. a tick et, the best 
to be valued at 31. 3s. and the w orst at 5 s . ; the low est throw er  
to have the second best fa n , valued at 3 / . ,  the others according  
to the num bers throw n.

"W hen the house in  W e stg a te  Street was no lon ger available  
(about 17 36 ) a new assem bly room  was opened in  R id ley  court, 
G roat M ark et, and for a period of forty  years continued to be the  
great gath erin g  place for b alls, receptions and sim ilar entertain 



m ents in  the tow n. R id le y  court is the second tu rn in g  on the 
rig h t, goin g  dow n the G roat M arket from  P u d d in g  chare. I t  
still exists, bu t 1 Oh ! how fa llen , how c h a n g e d ! ’ from  those 

happy days w hen
‘ The lamps shone o’er fair women and brave men ;
Music arose with its voluptuous swell,

' ' Soft eyes look’d love to eyes which spake again,
And all went merry as a marriage bell.’—Bynox.

F o r som e tim e assem blies and balls were held in  the F a ce  
week o n ly ; then  the A ssize  w eek was added, follow ed by the guild  
days of N ew castle freem en , and R o y a l b irthdays. T h u s, in  
A p r il, 17 6 2 , the N ew ca s tle  J o u r n a l  advertises, ‘ T he A ssem b ly  w ill 
he held on T uesd ay n ex t, b ein g  the G u ild , and on the M onday  
fo rtn ig h t afterw ards, as u su al.1 In  M a y  o f the sam e year, T h e  
A sse m b ly  w ill be held on F rid a y  n ex t, being his M a je sty ’s 
B irth d a y .’ A g a in , in  June, 1764 , ‘ There w ill be A ssem b lies on 
Tu esd ay , T hu rsday and F rid ay  in the R ace w eek as u sual, and  
in A u g u st, ‘ there w ill be A ssem b lies on M o n d a y  and W e d n esd a y  
in the A ssize  w eek, and the T u esday fo llow in g , as usual, and a 
Concert w ill be. held at the A ssem b ly  room  on the Tuesday in the  
said w eek. T ickets for the Concert at 3s. each, to be had at 
M r. P ark er’ s, M r . Steel, M r . H aw th o rn , at the A sse m b ly  R o om , at 
the Coffee R o om , S a n d h ill, and at M r . A v iso n ’s in  G reen Court,

N ew gate S t r e e t /
T h e R ev . John B a illie , who published an I m p a r t ia l  H is t o r y  o f  

N ew ca stle  in  18 01 , thus m oralises upon the am usem ents to w hich  

the R id le y  court b u ild in g  was d e v o te d :

‘ Trade has long been the principal pursuit of the people of this town. By 
the tenor of the indentures of the youth, by their prescribed dress, victuals, and 
above all, the powerful influence of example, in which they had constantly set 
before their eyes, the frugality, industry, charity and simplicity of the manners of
their virtuous parents, the richness of attire, the soft and delicious luxuries of life, 
and chiefly the more elegant refinements were confined to the higher ranks of 
society ; and therefore balls, assemblies, masquerades, routs, etc., were kept from 
the eyes and ears of the youth of this town with a wary and jealous attention. So



that for many years the room appropriated to dancing, assemblies, etc., was in the 
Groat Market, and is far from being either very extensive, or seemingly adapted 
for a concourse of polished and opulent people. ’

I t  was this place, probably, th at L ord  E ld o n 1 described in  one 
of his conversations w ith  M iss F orster, for du rin g his you th  the  
Grroat M arket assem bly  room s were at the h eig h t o f their  
p ro sp erity :

* At the Assembly Rooms at Newcastle there were two rooms and a stairhead 
between them . . . .  so we always danced from the large room, across the stair
head, and into the other room. Then you know, Ellen, that was very convenient, 
for the small room was a snug one to flirt in. We always engaged our partners 
for the next ball, and from year to year. We were very constant.’

In  course o f tim e the prem ises becam e too sm all, and the  
locality  inconvenient. T h en , in 1 7 7 6 , w ith  m u ch  cerem ony, the  
b eau tifu l assem bly room s in  the W e stg a te  were opened. P a rti

culars o f these splendid apartm ents, and o f the great gath erin gs, 
banquets, concerts and receptions held therein down to our own  
tim e, m ay  be read in every account of N ew castle. A s  soon as 
they were ready for occupancy the old room s in R id le y  court 
were devoted to other purposes. ■ The N ew ca s tle  J o u r n a l  o f the 
13th  A p r il , 1^76, contained the fo llow in g  ann ouncem ent of their  
d isp ersio n :

£ There will be an Assembly on Monday next, being the Guild. After which 
there will not be any Assemblies at the Assembly House in the Groat Market.

And Notice is hereby given ; —
That the Great Room called the Assembly Room in the said House, is now to 

be let for Entertainments, Sales and many other purposes, and all persons having 
occasion for it may apply at the said House.

And the whole Stock of Goods and Furniture now employed in the Assembly 
business, consisting of —

Several dozens of good tea-spoons.
A great quantity of tea-table china.
Two large boilers.
A number of .tea kettles, tea trays, hand boards, tables, chairs, and looking 

glasses.

1 Twiss, The Public and Private Life o f  Lord Chancellor Eldon, vol i. p. 61.



A small glass lustre.
Four glass globes or lamps with a lander [? ladder] to light them.

^Thirty-eight glass basons for candles with rings to fix them in.
Thirty benches or seats covered with red cloth, and a variety of other things.
-Will begin to be sold at the said House on Monday, the 13th day of May 

next at ten o’clock in the forenoon, and continue selling till all be disposed of.
N .B .—This will be no more advertised.’

These room s now becam e know n as t b e c O ld A sse m b ly  R oom s, 
and were let to a ll and su ndry. M a ck en zie ,2 in  bis b istory , states 
tbat tb ey  were occupied b y  M r . G eorge B row n, lin en  draper, as a 
w arehouse, and n ex t by M r . K in lo c h ,3 d a n cin g  m aster.

E v en tu a lly , a fter tw o-an d-tw en ty  years bad passed aw ay, 
n a m e ly , in  1 7 9 8 , h avin g  bad tem porary lod gm en t at tbe old dis
pensary in L ow  F ria r  Street, and in  St. N ic h o la s ’s churchyard, 
tbe fo u r-y ea r-o ld  N ew castle  L iterary  and P h ilosop h ical Society  
fou n d  in  th em  a m ore perm anent local h abitation . D r . Spence  
W a ts o n , in his h istory  of the in stitu tio n ,4 tells us that the com 
m ittee rejoiced g reatly  in  the acquisition of their new room s, and, 
in their annu al report, congratulated th eir brethren on 'th e  
pleasant and com m odious m anner in w hich they were enabled  
to hold their anniversary m eetin g in the spacious and elegant 
apartm ent provided for th eir use, and in  w hich they m ig h t hope 
that the Society had at len gth  arrived at som eth ing like a perm a
nent establish m en t.5 H ere also were sheltered the N atu ra l  
H isto ry  Society , and for a short tim e , £ in an apartm ent below the  
library, room  in  the G roat M a r k e t / our ow n Society of A n t i 
quaries. F o r tw en ty-seven  years the L it . and P h il, occupied the  
prem ises and then m igrated  to their present abode in  W e stg a te  

R oad.

- Eneas Mackenzie, History o f Newcastle-upon-Tyne, p. 463.
3 Adam Kinloch was the father of a still better known teacher of dancing— 

Alexander Monro KiDloch, who published at least two volumes, of a hundred airs 
each, for the pianoforte, violin, flute, &c., with a note stating that they were 
equally adapted to the flageolet and Irish pipes,

4 History o f  the Literary and Philosophical Society, Newcastle-upon- Tyne, page 55.



T h en  cam e another lon g  period of vicissitude. O liver, in  his 
picture o f N ew castle , published in 1 8 3 1 ,5 states th at ‘ the F ree 

m asons’ L o d g e, N o, 2 6 , is situated in  the G roat M a rk et, in a 
large room  form erly  occupied b y  m em bers of. the L it . and P h i l . /  
etc. T h e late A ld erm an  B arkas, w ritin g  to the N ew ca s tle  W e e k ly  
C h ro n ic le  in  1 8 8 8 , relates th at after the L it . and P h il, departed, 
the large room  was used b y  the N ew  Jerusalem  church society as 
a schoolroom , and then it becam e a tem perance h all f w here the  
w ell-kn ow n R id ley  Court m eetings were h e ld .’

F in a lly , in the n igh t o f J u ly  30th , 1848 , the prem ises6 were 
burnt down and E lija h  G allow ay , forem an to the N ew castle  
firem en, lost his life . A  few  hours earlier the lon g  room  had  
been used for a lecture b y  that fam ous controversialist, the R ev . 
Joseph B arker.

' T h rou gh  the courtesy o f M r. John G eorge H od gso n , a sort 
of loose cash book, w hich was found a m on g the papers of his 
grandfather, the R ev . John H od gso n , historian o f N orth u m b er
land, has been subm itted to the society . I t  m ay  possibly  have  
belonged to the keeper of the G roat M arket assem bly room s, or 
it m ay have com e from  som e other source. There is no in ternal 
evidence either .way. H ow soever that m ay  be, the book gives us 
at least a passing g lim pse o f assem blies in  N ew castle  at a tim e  
when they were fashionable and popular. T h e period to w hich  
it chiefly relates is the years 1 7 6 2 -1 7 6 3 , bu t there are m em oranda  
sprinkled here and there through  its pages referring  to con
tiguous years, a lthough h avin g  no connexion w ith  the business  
carried on. T he w riter seem s to have been m a in ly  one E lizab eth

5 Thomas Oliver, A New Picture o f  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, p. 85.
(! Prior to about 1820 these premises had belonged to a family of Ridleys. 

They then came into the possession of Mrs. Elizabeth Carr (wife of James Carr) 
whose maiden name was Ridley, and through her descended to Robson Carr, 
occupier at the time of the tire. Eventually they came to James Nixon Carr, his 
brother, who married the eldest daughter of Andrew Vinycomb, and the place 
now belongs to Mr. John Yinycomb, the heraldic artist, and his brother, Mr. 
Robert Vinycomb, of Holly Avenue, Newcastle.



P ick e rin g , of w hom  n oth in g  is recorded in  local h istory, and the  
b roch u re  is accord in gly  endorsed ‘ P ick erin g  P apers.' T his lady  
m ay have been the person in  charge. I f  so, she had a h a lf share  
in  the profits, as is proved by  m ost o f the accounts w hich  she 
renders.

I t  is in teresting  to m ake acquaintance in this book w ith  the  
fash ion able frequenters of these select assem blies, to note their  
m em bers and those who dropped in at various tim es to drink  
w ine and negu s. O ne cannot be quite sure o f the identity  of a ll 
these b ig  people and m u st be guided b y  the fa m ily  nom en clatu re, 
for am ong them  were those who bore the nam es of A sk ew  and  
A llg o o d , B u lm a n , B la ck ett and B ates, C ollingw ood and Carr, 
C layton , C lenn ell and Cookson, E llison  and F aw cett, L a m b  and  
L a m b ert, M addison and M oises, Peareth and P artis, R od d am  and  
S v in b u r n , and so on th rou gh  the alphabet o f cou nty  fam ilies and  
w ell-to -d o  tow nsm en.

T h e book begins w ith  15th  N ovem b er, 1762 , w hen the last  
a ssem bly  of a quarter was held , and then proceeds to the first 
m eetin g  of a new quarter, w hich took place on the 22nd N ovem ber  
in the sam e year. T w en ty -fo u r  subscribers entered their nam es  
at 3s. each, and ten non-subscribers at Is. also attended. T h e  
nam es of the subscribers are entered as : M r . and M iss E lliso n , 
P ilg . [P ilg r im  Street], M r ., M rs. and M iss E lliso n , P ark  [G ates
head P ark ], M iss D aw son , M r. Carr, M r . and M rs. P alm er, M r. 
C layton , M r. Shaw don, M r . and M rs. F aw cett, M rs. G ib son , M rs. 
L a m b ert, M r . and M rs. B ates, M rs. S w in bu rn , M rs. D ock ray , 
two M iss K en n ed y s, D r. B row n, and M rs. and M iss A lco ck . T h e  
non-subscribers were, M iss B . D aw son, M iss N . W in n in g to n , M iss  
B a x ter , M iss W a r d , M iss A sk ew , M iss N.oble, M rs. L a m b , M iss  
J. Sow erby, M iss R o d d a m , and M r. Seton— total, ten gentlem en  
and tw en ty -fou r  ladies.

T hen com es a financial su m m a tio n : 24  subscriptions at 3s ., 
3Z, 1 2 ^ .; 10  non-subscribers at l s . } 1 0 s .; M iss E lliso n , P ark , for



last year, 3 s . ;  s ix  packs of cards used, 11. Is . T o ta l 51. 6 s .,
'h a l f  o f w hich  is 21. 13s .' T his a llotm en t o f h a lf share appears

frequ ently . N e x t  day the accounts show the fo llow in g  figures :
1762 . N ovem b er 23rd , C. Craddock, su b ., 7s. 6 d . ; O ct. 25 th , 

tea and \ negus, 5s. 8 d . ; N ovem ber 9 th , tea, J negus and gloves, 
3s. 7 d . ; 25 th , tea and \ negus, Is . 1 0 ^ .  T ota l 18s. 7 \ d .

C. G rah am , tea, 3 s . ; gloves and £ negus. . . . T o ta l 6s. 2 \d.

C, Y o r k , tea, Is . 6 d . ; and C. B ell, tea, Is . 6 d .

M r. Peareth , tea and \ n egu s, 2s. 8d .

C. P ick e rsg ill, O ctober 25 th , sub. and tea, 9 s . ; N ovem b er 9 th , 
tea and \ negms, 2s. 3d!.’ ; m eetin g , N ovem ber 8th , I s . ; N ovem ber  
23rd , tea, Is . 6 d.

N ovem b er 23rd. R eceived this day o f M r. P artiss7 for ye  
use of the A sse m b ly  R oom s for his entertainm ent, 21. 2s.

M rs, Sw in bu rn , year's subscription , 11. I s .  ; 4 assem blies, at 
3s., 12s.

M r . C oulson, year su b ., 11. I s . ;  g loves, 7s. 9 \d .\  tea, 9 s .;  
negu s, 3s. 9 d . ; M r. Coulson, short paym en t in cards, 19th  
O ctober, 6d .

T otal 61. 1 8 s. 0 \ d .,  'o n e  h a lf o f w hich is 3 1. 9s. 0\ d '
D r. B row n, tea, Is . 6d.

M r. B u llm a n , O ctober 15th , tea, Is . 6VZ.; N ovem b er 9th , tea, 
Is . 6 d . ; N ovem ber 23rd , tea and gloves, 2s. 1 0 d .  T o ta l 5s. 1 6 d .

The assem blies appear to have been held on M on d ay  evenings  
every w eek, for the first one of the quarter, as we have already  
seen, took place on M onday the 22nd N ovem b er. T h e n ex t in  
im portance, the fou rth , was held on M on day the 13th  D ecem ber. 
There were present, on this latter occasion, fifteen subscribers and  
tw en ty-tw o non-subscribers. T he subscribers included M r . and  
M rs. Cookson, M r. and M iss C lenn e]!, M ajor and M iss C arr, M rs. 
and M iss Peareth , M r . and M rs. B la ck ett, M rs. Sun d erland , M r.

7 Henry Partis, sheriff, 1745-46; mayor, 1752-53 and 1760-61 ; died at his 
house on the Sandhill, 5th Feb., 1766.



W ills o n , M iss J . Sow erby, M r . D ix o n , and M iss H u m e . The  
non-subscribers" were the two M r. M oises, M r. M add ison , M iss  
T ren ch , M iss B e ll, M r . B ak er, M iss W a lte r s  and a lady , M iss  
H a ll, M iss D aw son , M r . and M rs. Sow erby, M iss A tk in so n , M rs. 
Su nd erlan d ; two M iss P eareth s, ju n ior , two M iss Shields, M iss  
N o b le , M iss Coates, M r. Stephenson, P law s[w orth], and M r. 
T u lip — fourteen g en tlem en  and tw enty-th ree ladies.

A t  the eleventh assem bly  o f the quarter, held on the 2nd  
M a y , 1763 , Sir L an celot A llg o o d , w ith  M rs. and M iss A llg o o d , 
attended, and special m ention  is m ade of f tea for Sir L an celot  

A llg o o d , 3 s .’
T h ere appears to have been an extra  assem bly on T h u rsd ay , 

the 5th  M a y , 17 63 , b ein g  a day of general th an k sg ivin g  for the  
peace of P aris . N o  account of persons present is g iven , but there  
are various entries re la tin g  to the receipts. F o r exam p le , M iss  
E lliso n , Side, paid her subscription  for the year, as did also M r. 
Carr, M iss C ham bers, M r . B la ck ett, M r. A d am s and M r . 
C uthbert, 6 I. 6 5 . ;  gloves cost 17. 6 s. 6 d . ; tea 1 I. 1 0 s . ; w ine and  
n egu s, 11, Is . 8 d . ; cards, one pack used, 3s. These item s, w ith  
6 Z. 6 s. fo r  fo rty -tw o  assem blies at 3s ., m ake 16£. 19s. 2 d , ,  ‘ h a lf of 

w hich  is 8 L 9s. 7 d .’
T he tw elfth  m eetin g , w ith w hich the records of assem blies 

ends, took place on the 9th  M a y , 17 6 3 . T he nam es o f subscribers  
present is not recorded, bu t the non-subscribers at Is . each were 
M iss F eath erston h au gh , M iss D . Stephenson, M r. A lco c k  and  
M iss E lliso n . M iss Paw son paid on account of her subscription  

7 s. 6 d ., and fou r packs of cards used are charged 1 2 s ., m ak in g  a 
total o f 11. 3 s. 6(7., ‘ h a lf o f w hich is 1 1 s 9 d *

T h e consu m ption  o f in toxicatin g  liquors at these gatherings  
appears to have been m oderate. Tea and negus are the ordinary  
refreshm ents su pplied , th ou gh  the house kept intoxicants in  its 
' c lo s e t / S to ck ta k in g  is recorded on the 26th  June, 1762 , w hen  
tbe exam iners fou n d , 10  bottles L isb on , 24 M o u n ta in , 7 R h enish ,



and 15 R ed  P o r t ; total 59  bottles ‘ a ll f u l l /  To this inventory the  
fo llow in g  rem arks are a ttach ed : ( E . T . says he- w ants 3 doz. 
bottles out o f closet. 59 in hand, 36 , he says, he w an ts, rem ains  
23 for closet s t o c k / O ther item s are 23  quart pots, 6 p in t p o ts ; 
cards, 11 new packs, 1 pack used, total 12 . G lasses, 6 d o z .; 
‘ g loves, 6 d o z .; 10* pair gloves, n ew ; 2£ =  5 , bad gloves, 1 =  2 
old g loves, w ill carry to la b o u r r /

A t  the end of the year, 31st D ecem ber, 1 7 6 2 , the stock con 
sisted o f 26  packs of cards ‘ received by C. B anson ’ new on h a n d ; 
16 bottles M ou n tain , 10 L isb on , 6 P ort and 6 R h en ish .

O n Thursday', the 14th  A p r il, 17 6 3 , M r. B a n k s ,8 a dan cin g  
m aster, gave his annu al ball at the room s. H is  personal account 
is entered separately, viz. : J negus ‘ for h im se lf ,’ 9 d . ; a negus  
for the w aits, Is . G d . ; the use o f the room , 1 1  Is . T o ta l,

11. 3s. 3 d . ‘ H e  le ft  ye servants sh illin gs a -p ie c e / T h e other
expenses on th at occasion are entered as 2 pair o f gloves, 2s. 8 d . ; 
a tea table for M r. D ix o n , etc ., 4 s . ; tea, coffee and cake for 12  
couples, 1 8 s .; a negu s, Is . 6 d.\  the porter’ s attendance, I s . ;  
received of M r . H u m b le , 11. Os. Gd . ; paid Stephen H o g g , the  
porter, out o f this m on ey, Is . ; w ine and negus, 11. 1 2 s. 9 d . ; 
6 negus m ore 9 s .; cake sold, Is . GcI T o ta l received at M r . 
B a n k s’ b a ll, 21.. 3s. 3d .

M r. Charles O rd ’s assem bly on 15th  in st., 31. 9s. b d .  and 3s. 
T otal 31. 12s. b d . ‘ O ne h a lf, 11. 16s. 2 d J

O ther m em oranda w hich appear in this book are the  
fo llo w in g :

M arch  4th,. 17 56 . ‘ M r . Cr. F a w cett’s opinion, a g u in e a .’9

Septem ber 17th , 1762 . W .  R . paid M r . W h e la n  ‘ in  m y  
- room  ’ 58Z. 10s. 7\ d . clear of all accounts and dem ands ( B .W .  and

8 In the Newcastle Journal for 29th April, 1775, it is reported that ‘ on 
Thursday evening there was a very brilliant appearance at Mr. Banks’s ball, when 
his scholars gave general satisfaction to their friends and did the master great 
credit, particularly in the Louvre Cotillon and the Passe-pied.’

9 Christopher Fawcett, recorder of Newcastle, 1746-1753 and, after retire
ment, through certain alleged Jacobite leanings, re-appointed 1769 and held the 
office till 1794.



countersigned E .P .) ,  w hich  was a ll tlie m on ey lie hud in  liis 
hands. H e  said lie was g o in g  to pay  it  to M r . C larke for the  
m ortga ge of the house in  E o sem a ry  L a n e . H e  signed one in ven 
tory, W .  E .  another, each o n e .1 On sam e page is a m em e. 
dated 5th  A p r il , 17 5 6 , rela tin g  to this property. f Lease for 21  
years at 14s. a year, payab le at M arch  25 th , y early , 14 s ., Church  
Cess and Poor Cess. P rin cip al sum  upon the m ortgage, 50Z. to 

.Tames C la rk e ,10 M e rc h a n t.’
Dr. i  of the house in Rosemary Lane, 1592. 2s. 9c2. I 502. Os. 0c2. Clarke 

" I 1092. 2s. 0d. Cash

N ovem b er 22n d , 1762 . ‘ E eceived  of M argaret B e ll 7s. 6 d .  on
account of ren t due to m e. I  paid m y  tw o sh illin g s, E liz . 

P ic k e r in g .’
6th D ecem b er, 1 7 6 2 . ‘ Sent b y  C ath . B an son , E d . F aw cett

b ill o f 9 1. P a id  b y  E . P ic k e rin g .’
D ecem b er, 1 7 6 2 . ‘ E eceived  from  Thos. Y e a m a n , b y  his w ife ,

a year rent due at M artin m as. W . P..’
14th  A p r il , 1 7 6 3 . 1 P aid  M r . E d . G aire, L an d T a x , 11. 18 s .’
‘ M r . John W id d r in g to n ,11 for m y  m oiety or h alf part o f rent 

for h ay  lo ft  and stable in  the M ill  E n tr y .’ 12
2. s. d. I' >• <*•

8 years rent at 12, due Aug. Cash of Mr. Widdrington
I 1765   8 0 0 in part of rent ..................3 3 0

1764, March 3, cash of Mr. 
Widdrington e when at the 
Queen’s Head with Mr.
John Dixon’ ... ... 1 1 0

4 4 0
Balance ..... 3 16 0

8 0 0

10 James Clark, son of James Clark, free porter, apprenticed to Joseph 
Liddell, boothman, 30 Sep., 1717, admitted 26 Oct., 1727. Disfranchised for 
disobedience to the governor, 22 Jan., 1730. Restored 18 Aug. 1730. Died czrca 
1765. Dendy, 101 Surt. Soc. Piib., p. 343. .

11 John Widdrington. Much about this local worthy may be read m a paper 
contributed to Arch . A d .,  2 ser. x., by the late James Clephan.

1: Mill Entry was at No. 59, Head of the Side. It figured conspicuously as a 
slum in the cholera inquiry of 1854, and was swept away in making the 
approaches to the High Level bridge, shortly afterwards,



M r. John W id d r in g to n , for bake house and la u n d ry , 6-|- years  
at 11. a year, M a y  1 , 17 64 , to F eb ru ary  2n d , 1 7 7 0 , 6L  10s. T h is
is described as f m y  m oiety  of h a lf part of a room  fo rm erly  occu 
pied b y  M r. E o b ert H arrison , b a k er ,13 as a bake house.'

On the outer cover is a financial statem ent fo r  O ctober, 1 7 6 6 ,
as fo llo w s : "

, ,  „  - I  5. d. I. s. d,
Mr. H, Airey’s Debt ..   0 4 2
Sir Matthew White Ridley’s Debt ... 0 2 3
Mr. (or Mrs.) T. Waters’ D e b t ....  0 1 6

------------- 0 7 11
2 Assemblies, Messrs. Collingwood and hosts  .............. 0 6 0
Gloves ............... ........................... ........................  0 11 11
Tea     1 6  6
Wine and N e g u s .........................;......................................  0 13 11J
2 Packs of Cards ...............  ...........................  0 3 0
Money over-run ...........................    0 1 6

3 10 9£
Mrs. Pool’s Sub  1 l o
25 Assemblies at 3s.   3 18 0

 =  4 19 0

‘ Half is 4£, 4s. I0d.’ 2

A  still later en try, dated 176*9, records that ‘ A n d rew  K en n e d y  
has agreed this 20th  day o f J u ly , 17 6 9 , for the room  w here Jane  
Y o u n g  has, at 1Z. 10s. H a lf  to E . F . and h a lf to W .  R . ,  and a 
Q uarter’ s w arn ing of each side to qu itt, he to pay to share of 
W in d o w  Cess and C hurch Cess. E arnest to E . F .,  3 < f .; do. to 
W .  R .,  3d . M y  room , 2(XJuly, 1769 . N .B . ,  A  w ife  and 2  b a rn s.’

There are two doggerel verses in this hook on a su bject o f the  
m ost rem ote an tiq uity , w hich , how ever, cannot he re-produced  
here. I t  is to be hoped they escaped the searching eye o f M r s ., 
or M iss, E lizab eth  P ickerin g .

So ends the fragm en tary  record of g ay  and festive gath erin gs  
w hich enlivened the good old tow n of N ew castle in  those ‘ h ap py ’ 
days 'W h e n  G eorge .the T h ird  was K in g .’

13 In the Newcastle Directory for 1778, Harrison and Son are bakers in the Side.


