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T b e  collection  of bones forw arded to m e for exam in ation  
u ndou bted ly  represents the rem ains o f two individuals of differ
ent ages, h eig h t and m u scu larity .

I  am  n ot prepared to g ive a definite opinion as to the sex of 
b o t h : one I  am  convinced was a m a le ; I  am  not positive regard
in g  the o th er ; the absence of one sacrum  and the broken state of 
the rem ain in g  pelvic bones leaves the question m ore or less an 
open one, bu t ju d g in g  from  the general appearance of the skulls  
and lo n g  bones I  should say both were m ales, one about the early  
m iddle, period of li fe , .th e  o th er 'som ew h at older, but neither  
e x h ib itin g  m arked evidence of senilitj^.

So fa r  as th ey  can be reassem bled , the bones m a y , w ith ou t any  
difficu lty , be separated into d istin ct pairs. T he difference in size

Note.— On Saturday, 19th October, 1912, the writer examined a cist 
uncovered on the previous day at High Buston. It was discovered by workmen 
engaged in digging a trench to lay water pipes on an arable field, now known 
as the f stackyard field/ south of the village street and west of the homestead 
formerly occupied for some generations by the family of Wilkinson, tenants of 
the earls and dukes of Northumberland. This field may be identified with 
(part of) the c Crofte J shown on the map made in 1616 reproduced in the new 
H istory of Northumberland , v, 204. The cist which was due east and west lay 
in the line of the water pipes some fifteen yards from its western hedge and 
was of the usual type. It was only inches below the surface. The 
measurements were as follows : south side, 3 feet 3 inches; north side, 3 feet; 
west end, 24 inches; east end, 21 inches and depth of interior 22 inches. It 
was formed in the usual manner by four stone slabs placed on edge with a



and developm ent is very decided, but this d isp arity  is not suffi

cient to convince m e that one was a m ale and the other a fe m a le , 
(th e fa ct of two interm ents in  the sam e cist m ig h t su gg est such  
b ein g  the case). N otw ith sta n d in g  this I  assum e (though w ith  a 
certain  am ount o f hesitancy) th at the lighter and sm aller bones 
are those of a you n ger and less m uscular m ale.

T h e m easurem ent o f  the largest fem u r w ould g iv e  an esti

m ated stature of five feet fou r inches to five feet six  inches.

A m o n g  the sm aller fragm en ts of bone I  fou n d  a portion  of an  
ossified th yroid  c a r tila g e : this discovery is an excellen t m eans  
of provin g  the m ature age o f its ow ner, as the stage o f ossification  
presented b y  th is specim en is not reached u n til a com p aratively  
late period of life , except under circum stances w hich w ould  
be considered abnorm al.

I t  is in terestin g  to note th at a lth o u gh  the structure of the  
cartilag e  of the ribs is a lm ost identical w ith  th a t of the th y ro id , 
I  did n ot find any evidence of ossified costal cartilages am on g  
the m an y  fragm en ts of ribs w hich I  exam in ed .

T h e fo llo w in g  is an inven tory  (as far as I  am  able to g ive one) 
of the bones received, but ow in g  to the great am ou nt o f oom m in u -

stone in the bottom which was very near the rock and covered by a sixth stone 
broken in two pieces.

The cavity thus formed was found to contain two human skulls and a 
quantity of human bones. There was also a cup or small urn of the drinking 
cup type elegantly marked by a sharp pointed instrument. It was unfortun
ately broken into fragments by the falling in of the covering slab. The 
dimensions of the urn are : height, 6| inches; width at mouth, 5 inches, at 
base, 3 inches. (See illustration, page 49.)
; . The site commands an uninterrupted view of the sea to the east, and on 
the south a prospect so extensive that it is said Gateshead Fell may be 
discovered on a clear day.

So far as is known no prehistoric interment has ever been found in the 
township of High Buston; although some three fields breadth to the south in 
a field called Hilly Law in Low Buston there was found in 1815 an urn now 
in the museum at Alnwick castle figured in the H istory o f Northumberland , v, 
219.—J. C. H o d g s o n .



tion it lias been im possible to reconstitute satisfactorily  m ore  
th an  I  have en um erated .

(1) One sku ll in  an ex cellen t state of preservation, com plete, 
excep t the two zy go m atic  arches, the m alar  bone and portion of 
outer orbital w all on le ft  side, part of the squam ous portion of 
th e le ft  tem poral bone and m ost of the teeth in  the le ft  upper  
ja w  and le ft  side of low er ja w .

(2) O ne calvariu m , w a n tin g  the squam ous portion o f r ig h t  
tem poral bone. A  portion of a low er jaw  (presum ably b elo n gin g  
to it) con tain in g  two incisor, one canine, one bicuspid tooth and  
several loose m olar teeth.

(3) Seven cervical vertebrae, m ore or less com plete, nine  
dorsal vertebrae, m ore or less com plete, e igh t lu m bar vertebrae, 
m ore or less com p lete, and one sacru m . T h e axis and four cervical 
vertebrae are ex ceed in gly  perfect and very stron g, w hile the  
m assive fo rm  o f several of the lu m b ar vertebrae can only  be asso
ciated  w ith  a very  w ell developed m u scular m ale.

(4) F o u r ossa in n om in ata , very  m uch broken, representing  
tw o pelves, the iliac  crests show ing stron gly  m arked m uscular  
r id g e s ; the bones were too fra gm en tary  to reconstitute one com 
plete pelvis but the w ings o f the iliac bones were m ore character
istic  of the m ale  than the fem ale  typ e .

(5) A  large q u an tity  of fra gm en ts of ribs, w ith  one-first rib , 
th ick  and stro n gly  developed and possessing a large tubercle. 
Th e m an u b riu m  and three segm ents (firm ly united') of a sternum .

(6) Three clavicles, one, (a pair) of large size, one sin gle (left) 
sm aller and not so w ell developed.

(7) F o u r  h u m eri, m ore or less p erfect, one pair large, strong  
and possessing w ell m arked m uscular rid ges, particu larly  that of 
the d eltoid .

(8) Three u ln ae, m ore or less perfect, two le ft  and one r ig h t, 
w ith  fra gm en ts of another.



(9) Three radii, m ore or less perfect, two r ig h t and one le ft  
and fra gm en ts of another.

(1 0) N u m erous bones b elo n g in g  to hands and feet, one large  
and stron g  os calcis h av in g  m arked attach m ent for the tendo  
ach illes.

(11) Three scapulae, fra gm en tary .
(12) One pa tella , le ft .
(1 3) F ou r fem ora, m ore or less perfect, one b ein g  ex cee d in g ly  

w ell preserved. Tw o distin ct pairs, one m uch la rg er and stronger  
w ith  stron gly  m arked linea aspera. Three tib iae , m ore or less 
p erfect, w ith  fragm en ts of another, one pair m u ch  stronger and  
corresponding to the pair of th ig h  bones ju st m en tion ed . T hree  
fibulae, fra g m en ta ry , bu t representing two r ig h t and one le ft .

In  addition  there was a great nu m ber of fra g m en ts , no dou bt  
portions of m issin g  bones, bu t so m uch com m in uted th at it was 
im possible to reassem ble them  w ith  any degree o f accuracy. 
B oth  skulls'are of the brach y-ceph alic type .

N o . 1, the m ost perfect specim en, has very pronounced supra- 
ciliary  ridges which overhang the fron to -n asal suture, the  
g lab ella r  furrow  b ein g w ell m arked. T h e forehead is som ew hat  
narrow  at its base, presents a considerable obliq u ity , the h igh est  
point of the vertex b ein g  im m ed ia te ly  in  fron t o f the ju n ction  
of the sagitta l and coronal sutures. T h e  fronto-p arietal regions  
are flattened anteriorly, the parietal bones are la rg e-a n d  m easure  
five inches from  the coronal to the la m b d oid a l suture, the tu b er

osities are not w ell m arked, the m ost p rom in en t area b ein g  over 
the low er and posterior part of the bones. T h e tem poral rid ge is 
som ew hat obliterated . T h e superior portion o f the occip ital 
bone rises a lm ost v ertica lly  to m eet the parieta ls. T h e m astoid  
processes are not very large and not developed dow nw ard to an y  
great degree. T h e n asal bones are strong and very  pro m in en t, 
m ade m ore conspicuous b y  the overh an gin g  su p racilia ry  ridges  
and the prom inent anterior process of the superior m a x illa . T h e



low er ja w  is stron g, w ell form ed and stan d in g  evenly on a liori 
zontal p lan e, the a n g le  is obtuse, the angu lar m easurem ent b ein g  
three and three-quarter inches, the condyles are strong, the  
distance betw een the centre of the two b ein g fou r and a h a lf 
inches, the coronoid processes w ell developed, the m entum . 
p ro m in en t, and the foram en  m en tale 'situ ated  im m ediately  below  
the second bicu spid  tooth . A l l  the teeth have erupted but the  
two m iddle low er incisors have been shed, the alveolar m argins  
sh ow ing absorption and the lateral incisors in c lin in g  towards 
the m iddle lin e . T h e  teeth ,, so m an y  as are present, are sound, 
b u t show  sign s of considerable w ear, particu larly  the m olars.

O n the m iddle of th e r ig h t parietal bone, near the sagitta l 
su ture, over an area the size of a five sh illin g  piece, the bone 
show s m arked signs of erosion, and from  the sm ooth condition  of 
its, su rface and elevation  of its edges I  w ould su ggest was the 
resu lt o f an te-m ortem  causes, since the inner table below  this  
p art show s no evidence of in ju r y .

T h e con d ition  of the cran ial sutures indicates m ature age, 
th ey  are n ea rly  a ll obliterated and in  the coronal region  absorp

tion has advanced to a certain  degree, the dip loic sinuses b ein g  
exposed at places, the low er part of the lam bdoidal suture is still 
fa ir ly  free. • .

T h e m easu rem en ts, taken as directed by  professor R olleston  
in  G re en w e llJs B r i t i s h  B a r r o io s , pp . 5 6 0 -6 3 , are as fo llo w s : —  
c alva riu m  : extrem e le n g th , seven inches-; breadth , 5§ in ch es; 
h eig h t, inches ; m in im u m  fron ta l w id th , 4  in c h e s ; m ax im u m  
fro n ta l w id th , 4 f  inches ; m a x im u m  occipital w id th , 4 TV  inches ; 
b asi-cran ia l a x is , in c h e s ; circum ference, 20  inches

F a c e : le n g th , n aso-alveolar lin e , 2 f  in c h e s ; breadth

(app roxim ate), 5 in c h e s ; basio -a lveolar lin e , 3^ in c h e s ; len gth  
of nose, 1^ in c h e s ; low er jaw , depth at sym p h ysis, 1| in ch es; 
h e ig h t of orbit, 1J in c h e s ; w idth of orbit, 1| inches.

I t  is in terestin g  to note that this sk u ll hears a very close



HIGH BUSTON URN,

Height 6f inches, width at mouth 5 inches, at base 3 inches.
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resem blance both  in appearance and m easurem ents to one found  
at Ild erto n  in  1 8 6 3 .*

N o . I I . — T he calvarium  (for this is a ll rem aining1 except a 
sm all portion of the low er jaw con tain in g two incisors, one canine  
and one b icu sp id  tooth) is an exceed in gly  fine shaped, ‘ w ell 
filled * specim en of the b rach y-ceph alic  typ e , the su p racilia ry  
ridges are not stron gly  m arked, the forehead is am ple, expansive  
and rises-alm ost vertica lly , the high est portion o f the vertex  bein g  
situated at the anterior th ird  of the sagitta l suture. T h e parietal 
regions are m ark ed ly  prom inent and the superior portion of the  
occipital bone is less vertical than in  no. 1.

T h e breadth o f the parietal and the lo fty , expanded fron ta l 
regions indicate considerable cerebral developm ent w ith  a corres
p on d in g  h ig h  degree of in telligence.

T h is sk u ll does not exh ibit the extrem e obliteration o f the  
sutures w hich  is so m arked a feature of no. 1 , th e lam bd oidal 
suture b ein g  quite distinct in  its whole course. T h e parietal 
bones are la rg e , m easu rin g  5| inches from  coronal to lam bd oidal 
suture. T h e tem poral ridges are not w ell developed. T h e pos
terior part of parietal bone, just above the sagitto -lam b d oid al 
ju n ctio n , presents a decidedly flattened appearance. T h e m as
toid processes are sm all. There is a s lig h t asym m etry  in the  
fro n ta l region , the le ft  fron ta l em inence b ein g  rather sm aller and  
flattened.

Measurements: extreme length, 6J inches; breadth, 51i 
inches; height, 4 } f  inches;, minimum frontal width, 3| inches; 
maximum frontal width, 4f inches; maximum occipital, 4| 
inches; basi-cranial axis, 3 f f  inches; antero-posterior index, 4J 
inches.

There is nothing requiring special attention as regards the

* Described and illustrated by the Rev. W. Greenwell and Dr. Embleton 
in the Transactions of the Natural History Society of Northumberland and 
Durham, i, pi. xiii.t / '



other bones except that the large size o f some of the lu m b ar  
vertebrae, the pair of large fen ora, the pair of large h u m eri and  
the pair of clavicles, all point to th e fact that th ey  b elo n g  to a 
m ale o f very m arked m u scu larity , the linea aspera on the fem u r  
and the deltoid tubercle , as w ell as the m arked ro u g h te n in g  of the 
large os calcis, a ll lead to this conclusion ; the a n g le  o f the fem u r  
shows no signs of absorption, indicatin g  that period of m atu re age  
characterised b y  great m uscular strength  and p ow erfu l lim b s.

The largest fem u r m easures 18 inches, the largest hum erus  
m easures 1 2 J inches, and the largest tibia m easures 14 inches.

I  have had the photographs taken to g ive the fou r view s  
know n to craniographers as the n orm a  la te r a l is , the n o rm a  
v e r t i c a l i s , the n o rm a  f r o n t a l i s  and the n o rm a  o c c i p i t a l i s ;  see x>P- 

50 and 51 .

In  addition I  have had the lon g  bones and specim ens of the  
vertebrae photographed to show their large size and the m arks of 
strong m uscular attachm ents (see illustration).


