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The drawings illustrating this paper were made almost twenty 
years ago on the occasion of two visits to Newburn in company 
with the late Mr. Cadwallader J. Bates. At the time of the 
survey it was feared that the remaining fragment of the hall 
would give place to contemplated extensions at Messrs. Spencer’s 
Steel W orks, in the midst of which it still stands.

A t the beginning of last century Newburn hall comprised 
three sides of a square, open to the north, and was then occupied 
by a farmer and other tenants. It is.easily recognized in T. M. 
R ichardson’ s coloured print o f the ‘ T illage o f Newburn,5 wherein 
the hall is to be seen in the foreground amidst picturesque sur
roundings, the church and manor house in the middle distance, 
and on the sky-line, on the opposite bank of the river, the spire 
of R yton church. On November 5, 1891, the east wing, then 
used as a pattern shop, was destroyed by fire. Only the west 
wing, much altered, and the walls abutting thereon of a portion 
of the south wing now remain (see the plan fig. 2).

The nucleus o f the hall was a pele tower, the basement floor 
of which is intact. I t  occupied the south-west angle of the 
group of buildings, resembling in respect of development the 
extensions made about the towers at Halton, Dilston, Chipchase, 
W elton and elsewhere, wherein the examples of early additions 
were due to the current improvement in domestic architecture

1 The terms f h a l lJ and f manor houseJ are here used because the two 
structures have been so known.



during the Tudor period, and later to the impetus given to 
building operations follow ing on the union of the crowns. In  
point of size the tower corresponds closely with the vicar’ s pele 
at Corbridge2 and Halton tower.3 It is constructed of stones in 
courses, with large quoins at the angles, several o f these being 
reused Roman stones. In  common with like structures it  would, 
no doubt, in addition to the basement and mutilated upper storey,

f ig . 1.

possess one or more floors, surmounted by an embattled parapet. 
The character of the work is observable on the east elevation 
(fig. 1 ), where the pointed entrance in two arch stones is depicted, 
and a projecting garderobe, useable from the upper floor, carried 
by two oversailing corbels, rounded on the underside, and roofed 
with broad weathering stones. The basement floor, constructed 
o f• masonry too solid to be easily interfered with, measures, on



the exterior,’ 80 feet 9 inches from  north to south, and 25 feet 
from  east to west, and on the interior 20l feet 8 inches by 16 feet
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7 inches. A s is customary in such structures, it is vaulted with 
a segmental (almost semi-circular) roof. The entrance is on the 
east side hy a pointed arched door with flat rear arch.' The usual



long holes for the accommodation o f the stout bar for securing 
the door, are here absent. Three small windows, on the north, 
south, and west4 sufficed for light and ventilation; they have

square rebated jambs and head, and large fiat stones to the soffit 
of the recess (fig. 3). The tower is protected by a single door, 
and the staircase leading to the upper floor opens strangely off

4 I t  was in the west jamb of the south window th a t the centurial stone 
discovered in 1887 occurred. A r c h . A e l . ,  2 ser.., vol. xiii, p. 192.



the vault. As may he observed in the plans already referred to, 
it is not arranged as was almost universally the case immediately 
within the outer door. The staircase is in the south wall. It  led 
by a straight flight o f steps
to the first floor, and was 
probably so, continued to the 
upper floor or floors. Of the 
upper floor only the outer 
walls exist, with the project
ing garderobe, arranged as 
at Corbridge at the foot of 
the stairs proceeding to the 
floor above.

In  the sixteenth century, 
the tower was com bined with 
a range of buildings on its 
north side, and on its east 
side at the point f A . ’ The 
northern block is about 40 
feet in length, and contained 
three large fireplaces, with a 
flat four-centred arch mould, 
w ithin a square headed 
m oulding, enclosed on the 
exterior with grouped chim 
ney stacks, having cham
fered and weathered courses 
(fig. 5). On the basement 
floor, the connexion with the 
tower was by a four-centred 
identical in shape with the
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arched door C , at the north end 
door at A  (see the section). On 

the upper floor, openings were broken into the tower at the north 
end and at the north-east angle D .  A t the same time a fireplace,



similar to those just mentioned, was inserted in the west wall of 
the tower.

During* the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries domestic archi
tecture developed in England. The chief feature of the plan 
was the hall, with its c screens ’ at one end form ing the entrance, 
and giving access to the kitchen and pantries, and at the opposite 
end to the private or withdrawing rooms.

FIG-. 5 .— F R O M  T H E  N O R T H -W E S T .

Although the group of buildings about the tower, in their last 
known form, comprised three sides o f a square, the south wing 
being in line with the south side of the tower, it is evident, what
ever the earliest additions may have been, that in the sixteenth 
century they were not precisely on the same lines as those which 
existed a century ago.

The evidence provided by the arrangement o f the door open
ings, A , B , C  and D y on plan, suffice to show that in the six
teenth century the connexion with the existing wing was to the



north of the door A ,  and not to the south as latterly. The door 
A  has its exterior face to the south, and the door D  was only 
accessible from a building occupying the space on the north side 
o f the wall, of which the door A  is part (see plan and section). 
Considering tlie exceptional number of fireplaces grouped so 
closely together in the western block, it is almost certain that

F I G . 6 .— F R O M  T H E  S O U T H -W E S T  c i r c a  1850.

this was the kitchen wing, entered by doors in the east wall, one 
of which remains at /?. Such being the case, may not we infer 
that the door A  opened on to the ‘ screens’ of a hall which pro
jected on the eastern side, and that the door D  on the upper floor 
was reached from the gallery over the ‘ screens.’ The wall 
adjoining the tower entrance, contiguous also to the garderobe 
over may, with great probability, have enclosed the barmikin.



W hen the south wing (demolished in 1891) was formed it would 
he easier to adapt/ because the span for the joists and the roof 
was possibly less than that o f  the conjectured hall.

From  a very early period, Newburn was a place o f import
ance, possibly due to the fact that the river was here fordable, 
the nearest point west of Newcastle at which it could be so 
crossed. It  is highly probable that the Romans made use of the 
ford, as traces of a road have been recorded, leading to it from  a 
point on the Roman W all near to W est Denton. The name New
burn appears as Nieweburc in 1204, and seems to have undergone 
the same change as Sockburn and Brinkburn, anciently Soccas- 
burg and Brincaburch .5

In  pre-Norman times Newburn fo rm e d /w ith  W arkworth, 
Corbridge and Rothbury, part o f the patrimony o f  the Saxon 
earldom. It was at Newburn, where a feast was prepared to 
welcome him on March 12, 1067-8, that earl Copsi was murdered 
by his competitor, Oswulf of Bamburgh, who had been deprived 
of the earldom. In  1200-1 king. John granted Newburn in fee 
farm to its burgesses, and during his reign Newburn paid for 
borough ferm 30Z., when the total for the six northern boroughs 
equalled 181Z. In  1205, Robert fitz Roger, a favourite of king 
John, and sheriff: o f Northumberland, received the grant o f  the 
manor of Newburn, which descended with others to John fitz 
Robert (de Clavering) baron of W arkw orth .6 Owing either to 
inherited debts or extravagance on the part o f John de Claver- 

bis estates were alienated, and, on his death, without male 
issue, saving the dower of Hawisia late the wife of the said 
John de Clavering1 the northern manors and lordships reverted 
to the king, Edward i i i ,  who on the 2 March, 1328-9, granted 
them to Henry Percy of A lnw ick ,7 ‘ for and in consideration of 
his noble service done at the Battel of D u rham /

5 New H i s t . o f  N o r t h d vol. x , p. 28n. c I b i d . ,  vol. v, p. 24.
7 C a l .  P a t .  R o l l s , 1307-1313, p. 401, and C a t .  C l o s e  R o l l s , 1330-3, p. 390.



The subsequent history o f  the manor o f Newburn is that of 
the various possessions of the earls of Northumberland, which 
consequent on their activities in war and politics, were on 
occasion forfeited and restored as is more particularly set out 
elsewhere.

On the 23 March, 1332-3, confirmation is made of an in 
denture, dated 28 January in this year and witnessed by Eoger 
Heron and others, whereby £ H enry de Percy, lord o f Alnewyk, 
granted to Ralph de Neville, for life, in consideration of his stay 
with him in peace and in war, the manor of Newburn, Northum 
berland, with the appurtenances and leave to make his profit of 
sea coals found therein .’8 I t  is highly probable, because of his 
father’s residence at the place until 1536, that the birth occurred 
at Newburn in 1528, of the Blessed Thomas Percy, seventh earl of 
Northum berland ,9 and in 1532, of his brother, Henry the eighth 
earl. They were sons o f Sir Thomas P ercy ,10 who was executed 
for participation in the pilgrim age of Grace, and nephews of 
H enry Algernon, the sixth earl.

The follow ing extracts are from surveys made in 1559 and 
1622.11 They recite the situation, area, and value of the manor 
during the sixteenth century when occupied, firstly by Cuthbert 
Carnaby, and afterwards by his assign, Thomas M usgrave; the 
area in each case, is 340 acres and the rental 20L

In  1559 the manor and demesne lands, including a house, an

8 G a l . P a t . R o l l s , 1330-1334, p. 261, and C a l . C l o s e  R o l l s , 1330-3, p. 390.
9 Collins, P e e r a g e , 1779, vol. i i ,  p. 386.
10 By his w ife, Eleanor, daughter and heiress of Guiscard H arbottle, of 

Beamish, Durham, Sir Thomas Percy had left two sons and one daughter, 
who, on their father's attainder and execution, appear to have been thrown 
upon the charity of their friends (Fonblanque's A n n a l s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  

P e r c y , vol. i, p. 3). ' Of the two brothers it  would not be easy to draw a 
stronger contrast than is presented by the characters of “ Simple Tom " and 
" Cruel Henry." * I b i d , vol. n , p . 126.

11 For these I  am indebted to  Mr. J. C. Hodgson, who made them by 
kind permission of the duke of Northumberland,



orchard, a garden, a dove-cote with barns and other houses and 
40' acres of arable meadow and pasture land, together with the 
water m ill called Lam av m ill was demised to Leonard M usgrave  
for a term of 41 years at 201, per annum, and 6s. M .  for the 
water m ill, payable at the feast of St. Peter ad Yincula and the 
Purification of the Blessed V irg in , in equal proportions.12 

■ The survey of 1559 sets out th at:

‘ T h e  towne and m anor of N ew burne : ’t is  s itu a te d  in  the sou th  innerw arde  
in  a v e ry  f e r t ill soyle upon the ry v e r of T y n e  fower m yles west from  the  
towne of N ew castle, and extendeth it  selfe in to  N e w b u r n e ,W a lb a tt le , B u tt e r -  
law , D e w le y, T h ro c k le y  alias T h ro ck la w , and was som etim e p a rc e ll of the  
landes and possessions of Jo h n  L o rd  C la v e rin g  as before in  W a rk w o rth  is  
declared. .

T h e  lo rd  h a th  there a g re a t and good dem eyne ly in g  se v e rall for the  
m ost p arte  upon the ry v e r of T y n e  cont. b y  e stim acon in  a rra b le  la n d e , 
meadow and p asture cccx l acres and is  of the y e a re ly  a n cie n t rent of x x 11 soe 
dem ised to C u th b e rt C a rn a b y  for term e of lllj=“ , x ix  [v iz ., 99] yeares b y  in d e n 
ture  dated the . . .  . d a y  of . . . .  in  the . .  . . yeare of K in g  H e n r y  the v i i i  
and is  w orth to be le tte n , if  the sa id  lease were e xp ire d , b y  yeare fo r lx v i11 
x i i i8 i i i i A ’ . . .

T h o m a s M u sg ra v e  gent, assigne of. C u th b e rt C a rn a b y  esq. h oldeth  b y  
in d e n tu re  for term e of yeares yet e n d u rin g  . . . .  the scyte  of the m an n e r  
w ell and sufficiently b u ild e d  w ith stone and covered w ith  s la te  an o rch ard ,
a  gard e n  and a  dove-coate w ith  b arn e s and a g a rth  a d jo in in g , . . . .  one
close of a rra b le  la n d , meadow and p a stu re , now devided in to  i i j  c a lle d  the  
W oodfield . . . .  one close of pasture and a rra b le  la n d  ca lle d  B room field,
. . . . one close of a rrab le  la n d  meadow and p astu re  c a lle d  the F e n c e -

m a u -ii ‘ ‘ ’ another olose of a rra M « la n d  meadow and p astu re  ca lle d  the  
io d h il l  . . . .  one close of meadow nere Lam edon H o u se  ca lle d  C a lfe  Close  
. . . .  another close of meadow calle d  Cow  Clo se . . . .  one close of meadow

12 S c itu s  m a n e rii et te rra  d o m in ic a lis . T e r r a  d o m in ic a lis . E s t  ib id e m  
scitu s m a n e rii bene et sufficienter cum  dom ibus ex la p id ib u s  co n stru ctis  et  
te g u lis  vo ca tis  sla yte s bene coopertis, u n um  p o m a riu m , u n u m  g a rd in u m , u num  
c o lu m b a riu m , cum  horreis et a liis  dom ibus et q u a d ra g in ta  a cris  terre  
a r a b ilis  p ra t i et p astu rae , p a rs est de d o m in ica  te rra  v o ca ta  le D em aynes  
(x x 0  cum  u no m o lendino a q u a tico  vocato L a m a u  m y ln e  d im is a  Leo n a rd o  
M u sg ra v e  pro term ino annorum  per in d e n tu ra m  d a tam  x i i i  d ie  A u g u s t i anno  

V111 pro te rm iu o  x l i  annorum  reddendo per a n n u m  ad fe sta  san cti 

xxii U  v in »  a  et P u riflo a tio n is  B eate M a rie  V ir g in ia  equis p o rtio n ib u s



called  E ast H augh . . . .  another meadow called the W est H augh  . . .  . a 
close of arrable land and meadow ly in g  w ithin  th e W est H augh aforesaid  
called  S h ooting Nooke . . . .  a litt le  m ilne called Lamedon M ill and renteth  
by yeare at the F easts of T h ’Annunciacon of the B lessed Y irgine M ary and 
St. M ichael T h'A rchangell equally  xxlj v is v iiid.

From  tlie same source are the items be low :
Thomas B ates gen t, holdeth by indenture of th e  R igh t H onorbIe. Henry  

E arle of N orthum berland for the term es of x x i yeares . . . .  one parcell of 
meadow called Stin tes Meadow alias Tench Meadow . . . .  and renteth  by 
yeare at the term es aforesaid x s.

Marke E rrington gen t, holdeth  their a parcell of ground called the  
Chappell on the H ill . . . .  and renteth  by yeare at the feasts aforesaid i i i s.

C uthbert Anderson holdeth  th eir  a co ttage and a parcell of ground called  
W olfes G arth alias Y inpes G arth . . . .  and renteth by yeare at the term es 
aforesaid x iid.

The survey o f 1622 records the following item s:
Newborne. The Lord h ath  there a great and large dem ayne ly in g  severall 

for the m ost part upon the river of Tyne contayning by estim ation  i i ic x l [340]



acres in arable meadowe and pasture; and is of th e anncient yearlely  rent 
of xx11, soe demised to  Cuthbert Carnaby for term e of i i i jxx x ix  [99] yeares by  
indenture dated the x iij day of February in the 27th year of K in g  H enry v iij : 
and if  the said  lease were expired would be w orth to  the le tten  p. ann. 
Ixvi11 x i i j8 ii i id.

In  ' A General Surveyor and R ental w ithout D a t e /  the area of th e  manor 
has according to  the summary considerably increased. Newbourne 
Dem esnes. Zacharia Gee, la te  Sr Orlando Gee, his fa th er, holdeth  by inden
ture for term e of yeares Newbourne dem esne, v iz., the H a ll and hall-garth  
cont. by estim acon 2 ac. 3 r. 20 T% p ................. in all 547 ac. 3 r. 3 6 p.

FIO. 8 . THE * MANOR HOUSE * PROM THE SOUTH-WEST.

In  1331 it is stated that Kalph de Nevill was licensed 
to work coal in the manor of N eubourn .13 A t the time of the 
civil wars that industry had clearly attained to considerable 
dimensions, as may justly he inferred from the communication 
under date February 19, 1638-9, made by Sir Jacob Astley to 
secretary W indebank, when advising on the disposition of the



Royalist troops. H e says ‘ There is a common ford by this 
town (Newburn) and it would be a great help if a bridge were 
formed by the many boats or keels used for transport of coals. 
A lso, for a train of artillery, this place affords many horses,

no. 9.

which they use in their coal mines, that upon a sudden occasion 
could be employed for his Majesty's service.'14

The ford mentioned (see fig. 7) was not used by the Royalist 
troops at the battle o f Newburn in the follow ing year, but by



the Scots under general Lesley, when he routed the English 
army under lord Conway, who had erected earthworks on the 
haugh land on the south side o f the river. The ford was used 
in 1644 hy lord Leven when Marley and his fellow townsmen 
held Newcastle. The passage through Newcastle being barred, 
it was also used by David, king of Scotland, when, in 1346, he 
was proceeding to Neville's Cross.

THE ‘ MANOR HOUSE* ( ?)
This picturesque building of c ir c a  1600 is worthy o f note. 

It  was locally known as the manor house and was demolished 
in 1909. The arched door, the mullioned windows, and the 
chimney stacks which surmounted the gable were all o f simple 
and effective detail. W ithin  were two fireplaces, one contem 
porary with the building, the other a century later in date. 
These are now preserved at Alnwick castle.

N o t e .

B y the m iddle of the 18th century the demesne lands of Newburn were 
sp lit up and held by various tenants.

Mrs. L ydia  B ell of Newburn, widow, by lease dated 4 M arch, 1765, held  
the H a ll w ith  its  offices and garden and various closes known as H ig h  H augh , 
Low H augh , Tow Close, Thorney Close, Letchwood, P ism ore-h ill, Cockshott- 
h ill, etc.

W illiam  A ynsley  of D uly  H ouse, parish Newburn, yeom an, by lease dated  
2 Septem ber, 1765, held part of the demesne com prising a farm  house, F ell 
Close, HaverfLeld, Round h all, etc.

John B eaum ont of W est D enton, g en t., by lease dated 2 M arch, 1767, held  
H ill H ead farm , being  a part of Newburn h all dem esne, com prising a  farm  
house and closes named H ubbock’s H oles, Chappie H ouse field , e tc ., etc.


