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VI.—DURHAM SEALS.*

Catalogue of seals at Durham from a manuscript made by the
Rev., William' Greenwell, D.C.L., F.R.S., I'.S.A., etc.;
collated and annotated by C. HunTER BrAIR.

Parr VI.
ENGLISH ROYAL SEALS.

The capital letters used in the notes to this part refer to the following
works : —

W.G.S.: The Great Seals of England, by A. B. and A. Wyon.

A.S.8.: Ancient Scottish Seals, by Henry Laing.

B.S.8.: History of Scottish Seals, by Walter de Gray Birch.

R.N.D.: History and Antiquities of North Durham, by Rev. James Raine.

3013. Wirriam 11t . . . 1-1 Reg. 4, 8; Misc. 558%, 973; circa A.p. 1096.
’ Round, 34" diameter, white wax.
Obverse, William, wearing a crown with 4 crosses round it and with
chin strap, seated on a throne, holding a sword upright in his right
‘hand and in his left an orb surmounted by a cross, the upper limbs
ending in crosses crosslet. Over a tight fitting tunic he wears a
loose sleeveless mantle fastened at the breast. In the field of seal,
at each side, is a sixfoiled flower within a circle (Durham Seals 40) :
*+ WILLELMVS D-I GRA REX ANGLORV

Reverse, equestrian, William in ringed hauberk and conical helmet
carrying in his right hand a spear with pennon of three tails and
" bearing on his left arm a pear-shaped shield shewing the inside

with constructional border (Durham Seals 40) :

*F WILLELMVS D-I GRA REX ANGLORV

'A.D. 1087-1100. The design is stiff and archaic and the execution poor.
The costume, however, both on the obverse and reverse, can be clearly seen;
it corresponds in general to- the civil and military .dress depicted on the
Bayeux tapestry. The king’s hauberk is composed of rings of metal sewn
on to a coat of leather or some other padded material. The shape of the
shield with its constructional border and the pennon of three tails on the
spear are like those shewn on the tapestry borme by the knights at the
seige of Dinan. The throne, with its pediment, but without back or sides,

* Continued from vol. x1i, page 332,
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3014. Henry 1 (first seal) . . . . 2-1 Reg. 6, 11, 14; circa a.p. 1100.
Round, very imperfect, light brown wax.

Obverse, Henry, seated on throne, wearing a crown with three fleur-
de-lys rising from it and with chin strap, holding a sword upright
in his right hand and in his left an orb surmounted by a cross the
upper limbs of which are paty. Over a tunic with tight fitting
sleeves he wears a mantle, with embroidered border, which flows
over the sides of the throne and is fastened in front :

ol - S GLORVM
Reverse, equestrian, Henry in hauberk of ringed mail and low conical
helmet carrying in his right hand a spear with pennon of three
tails charged with a cross paty and bearing on his left arm a pear-
shaped shield shewing the inside :

* HENRIC . . . . ... .....

3015. HENRY I (second seal) . . . . . 2-1 Reg. 7, 17; circa a.p. 1103.
Round, diameter 33", very imperfect, light brown wax.

Obverse, Henry enthroned as on first seal but with the mantle fastened
on his right shoulder and his sword inclined towards his head and
the cross paty, above the orb, surmounted by a dove :

' HENRICVS DEI GRACIA R . . ANGLORVM

Reverse, equestrian as on first seal but with inside border of shield
with nail heads :

" HEN .. ..... ORVM

resembles that on which Harold is shewn seated after being crowned. As
on his father’s seal, William holds a sword in his right hand in.place of
the sceptre held by Edward the Confessor and Harold on their seals. This
is used on the obverse of the great seals until the second seal of Henry 1
(no. 3026), when the sceptre again appears. The king’s helmet is lower and
more rounded than the usual Norman type. The sixfoiled flower at each
side of the throne is probably used to distinguish clearly and éasily the
seal- from that of the Conqueror, and is interesting as an early use -of the
later heraldic badge. The words dei gracia are used for the first time
on “the great seals. The title duke of Normandy does not appear in the
legend, as the duchy was held by William’s elder brother, Robert, till his
death. in 1134, though he had mortgaged it to William in 1096 in order to
provide funds for the Crusade. William retained the duchy till his death
in 1100, and he may have used a second seal in his later years with the
title dux Normannorum on the reverse, but no example of this seal is now
known (see W.G.S., p. 8). The legend is in Roman capitals with the letters
@ and € in Lombardics. (W.G.S., nos. 15 and 16.) For note on four forged
charters of William the Conqueror see F.P.D. LxvI, ef seq.
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3016. HeNry 1 (third seal) . . . 2-1 Reg. 1, 5; 3-1 Reg. 8; a.n. 1109-14.
Round, diameter, 33", very imperfect, light brown wax. )

Obverse, Henry enthroned as on second seal but.the sword is inclined
nearer his head and the dove on the cross is on the border of thke
legend :

* [HENRICVS DEI GRACIA REX] AN[GLORVM]

Reverse, equestrian as on second seal with the position of the horse
slightly altered and with three roundels on the pennon in addition
to the cross paty:

*+ [HENRICVS] DE[I GRACIA REX ANGLOR]VM
3017. Hexry 1 (fourth seal)®. .2-1 Reg. 8, 9; 1-2 Reg. 11; circa a.D,
1106-25. .

Obverse, Henry enthroned, similar in design to his second and third
seals but with the sword deeply grooved, the cross above the orb of
a more pronounced paty type and the dove upon it well within the
field of seal, there is also an eightfoiled flower on each side of the
king and the border of the legend is composed of a series of dots
(Durham Seals 40) :

* HMENRICVS DEI GRACIA REX ANGLORVM

Reverse, equestrian, Henry in ringed mail hauberk, composed of
large rings, and low conical helmet, carrying in his right hand a

. sword and on his left arm a pear-shaped shield, shewing the inside
with border of nail heads (Durham Seals 40):

*F HENRICVS DEI GRACIA DVX NORMANNORVM

3018. Maruripis (Maup)® . . 1-2 Spec. 23*; 1-3 Ebor, 13; circe 4.n. 1110-18.
Oval, 33" x 23", (1) green and (1) white wax.
The queen standing crowned, wearing a long robe embroldemd down

?A.p. 1100-35. These seals are similar in general des1gn and in cos-
tume to that of William 1. There is no perfect example of the first two
extant and few known impressions of the third. Why Henry used so many
different seals it is impossible to say; the first three seem to have been in
use from 1100 to 1106. In this latter year the battle of Tinchebrai was
fought, duke Robert taken prisoner, and Henry assumed the title duke of
Normandy. The fourth seal was engraved probably immediately after that
event. The cross and roundels depicted on the pennon of Henry’s lance (no.
3016) are a foreshadowing of armorial devices. The fourth seal is the first
of the royal seals in which the king as knight brandishes a sword instead
of carrying a spear. The style of lettering of the legend is the same as on the
seal of William 11. (W.G.S., nos. 17-24.)

*The daughter of Malco]m Canmore and St. Margaret, whom Henry I
married in 1100 and who died in 1118. ¥t was this marriage which so
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“~
the front and falling in voluminous folds over her feet; above
this is a sleeveless mantle with embroidered border, draped over
her head, fastened at the throat by a brooch and falling in folds
over her arms. She holds in her right hand a sceptre surmounted
by a dove, and in her left an orb surmounted by a cross paty
(Durham Seals 45) :

* SIGILLVM MATHILDIS . . CVN . . . GRACIA REGINAE -
ANGLIE .
3019. StepmEn (first seal)* .. . . . 1-1 Reg. 13 and 14; a.p. 1135-39.

Round, diameter 3}/, light brown wax. .
Obverse, Stephen seated on throne, wearing a crown with three
fleur-de-lys rising from it, holding sword in right hand and.in his
left an orb surmounted by a cross paty upon which a dove stands.
He wears a tight fitting tunic with belt, and above it a mantle with

delighted the English people and gave rise to the nicknames Godric and
Godgifu, given to Henry and Maud by the Norman courtiers. Charter
no. 13 s witnessed by, among others, * Willelmus filius meus et David
comes.” This was William the Atheling who, through the folly of a
drunken pilot, was drowned with his companions in the wreck of the White
Ship in 1120. David was earl of Huntingdon, who succeeded as king
of Scotland in 1124 (no. 1420 in this catalogue). The design of the seal is
freer and more graceful than those of William or Henry; the folds of the
mantle fall gracefully over the feet and it gives one generally the 1mpres-
sion of a more life-like portraiture than previous seals. The legend is still
mainly in Roman capitals, but later styles are creeping in; the @ in
sigillum is Lombardic, the T) in Mathildis is of the Gothic miniscule type,
both € and @ are Lombardics. (L.S.8., vol. 11, no. 1.) i

¢A.D. 1185-54. The stiff archaic design of the earlier seals still con-
tinues and the execution particularly of no. 3020 is even ruder than those
of Henry 1. The royal robes remain much the same, but the crown has
now three fleurs-de-lys rising from its edge. The armour on the reverse
has undergone considerable change. The hauberk is now of chain mail and
has a hood covering the head, over which is a conical helm. The kite-
shaped Norman shield with a rounded top, held at the left side has been
displaced by a shorter convex shield held in front of the hody. The letter-
ing on the legend remains of the same type as that on the seals of Henry r.
Ou the reverse of the second seal the king reverts to the older weapon, the
lance. No. 3019 was probably used before Stephen’s defeat and imprison-
ment after the battle of Lincoln in February, 1141. No. 3020 probably after
his restoration to the throne in December of the same year. (W.G.S., nos.
25-28.)
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embroidered border fastened on the right shoulder and flowing in
folds over the sides of the throne (Durham Seals 40):

T STEPHANVS DEI GRATIA REX_ANGLORVM
Reverse, equestrian, the king in mail hauberk and hood, pointed
helmet with two ribands flying behind. He carries in his right
hand a deeply grooved sword and, on his left arm, he holds in
“front of his body a convex pear-shaped shield with plain surface.
He wears plain prick spurs (Durham Seals 40):
¥ STEPHANVS DEI GRATIA DVX NORMANNORYV.
3020. StepHEN (second’seal) . . 1-1 Reg. 16; 1-4 Ebor. 3; circa: o.p. 1153.
Round, very imperfect, (7)3}" diameter, light brown wax.
* Obverse, similar in design to his first seal, -but the figure. is much
_taller and thinner and the head smaller. The dove above the cross
and orb is larger and in the field of the seal to the dexter side of the
king’s head is a seven-leaved flower :

Reverse, equestrian, like the first seal, but the king bears a lance
with pennon of two tails charged with a cross paty. His shield
is more angular at the top and the ribands behind the helmet are
joined together and end in a circular knob:

e I T .
3021. Henry 11 (second seal)® . . 2-1 Reg. 15; 3-1 Reg. 1, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10;
1-2 Reg. 12; 1-3 Finc. 1. '
Round, 33" diameter, yellow wax.

Obverse, Henry enthroned, similar in style and design to Stephen’s

second seal (no. 3020). There is no flower in field (Durham Seals 41) :
*+ HENRICVS DEI GRATIA REX ANGLORVM

Reverse, equestrian, the king in mail hauberk and hood, with conical
pointed helmet, sword in right hand, pear-shaped shield on left arm
shewing the inside (Durham Reals 41): '

. *F HENRICVS DVX NORMANNOR ET AQVITANOR ET COMES
- ANDEGAVOR

5A.D. 1154-89. There is no example in the treasury of Henry’s first seal
used in the earlier years of his reign. The design of both has only minor
points of difference from those of Stephen. The helm is more pointed than

_ Stephen’s, and the shield, for the first time shewn suspended round the

neck, also like the helmet, reverts to the earlief Norman type. The legend
is of Roman capitals except the initial letter T, which is Lombardic.
On the reverse appear the feudal titles of Henry’s continental empire. He
was duke of Normandy in his mother’s right; count of Anjou in that of
his father count Geoffrey; and duke of Aquitaine in riglit of his wife Eleanor,
(W.G.8., nos. 32 and 33.) ’
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3022. RicEarD 1 (first seal)® . . . . . 3-1 Reg. 14; 2-2 Finc. 14.
Round, 37 diameter, green wax.
Obverse, Richard seated on throney wearing crown with three fleur-de-
lys. He is clothed in tunic, dalmatic and loose mantle flowing over
his shoulders fastened by cords over the breast. He holds a
-deeply grooved sword upright in his right hand, and in his left
an orb, from which rises an elongated fleur-de-lys upon which is a
cross paty. On each side of his head is a crescent with a six-rayed
star above it. On each side of the thronme is a graceful curved
flower (Durham Seals 41):
*+ RICARDVS DEI GRACIA REX ANGLORVM
- Reverse, equestrian, Richard in mail hauberk with hood and round
topped conical helmet. He bears in his right hand a heavy grooved
sword and on his left arm, suspended round his neck by a strap,
he carrvies, in front of his body, a concave shield with nearly
straight top and a spiked central boss and charged on the dexter
side with a lion rampant (Durham Seals 41):
*+ RICHARDVS DVX NORMANNORVM ET AQVITANORVM
ET COMES ANDEGAVORVM
3023. Joun (when earl of Mortain)” . . . .. . 24 Ebor. 20.
Round, 23" diameter, light brown wax.
Obverse, equestrian, the earl in mail and surcoat fastened by girdle
round the waist and with long flowing skirts, and round topped

¢ A.p. 1189-99. This seal was used in the first two years of Richard’s
reign. Wyon (W.G.S. 20) states that it was lost when Richard’s vice-
chancellor, Roger Malchael, was drowned off Cyprus. For the first time, in
the great seals, armorial charges appear on the shield; a ramping lion facing
to the sinister is seen on the dexter side of the convex shield. It has been
thought that another lion facing this was on the sinister side of the shield,
but this is unlikely; it is more probable that a single ramping lion was
the charge and that the engraver has placed it on the dexter side, so that
it may be more visible. It was on R;chard’s second seal,. used after his
return from captivity, of which there is here ‘mo example, that, in the
great seals, the three leopards of England are first used; it was on this seal
also that a fan-like ornament with a lion on it adorned Richard’s helmet in
the manner of a crest. . (W.G.S., nos. 35 and 36.) Upon Richard’s change of
seal see Feudal England, by.J. H. Round, p. 539.

"The seal of Henry the Second’s youngest son John, as earl of Mortain
and lord of Ireland; the latter dignity he received in 1177. The seal is used
in the life-time of his father and therefore before 1189. It is remarkable as
being the earliest known appearance of the leopards of England; their use on
the second seal of Richard is later than this. The charter is a licence to
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helmet with nasal. Sword in right hand and in left a convex
shield charged with three leopards: )
* SIGILLVM IOHANNIS FIL . . . . EGIS . . . . HIBNIE
Secretum, oval, §"x 3", antique gem, a-male head :
" SECRETVM IOHANNIS _
3024. Jonn® . . . . . . . 3-1 Reg. 19, 22, 23, 24; 2-2 Finc. 15.
Round, 33" diameter, green wax.

Obverse, John seated on throme with cushion on it. The king is
crowned and clothed in like fashion to Richard. He holds a broad
heavy sword in his right hand-and in his left an orb with fleur-de-
lys and cross as before (Durham Seals 41) :

I TOHANNES DEI GRACIA REX ANGLIE DOMiNVS HIBERNIE

Reverse, equestrian, the king in mail with surcoat, mail hood and
circular flat topped helm. He carries a sword in his right hand
his shield on left arm suspended round his neck by a strap,
is held in front of his body, is slightly convex and has the top
corners rounded off, it is charged with the three leopards of
England (Durham Seals 41): )

*+ TOHS DVX NORMANNIE ET AQVITANNIE COMES
ANDEGAVIE )
3025. Henry m1 (first seal)® . . Lo . .12 Reg. 1, 2, 5,7, 13. .
Round, 33" diameter, green wax. . .

Obuverse, Henry on his throne, crowned and vested like his predecessors.

In his right hand he holds a sword longer and thinner than before,

Richard fitz Roger (militi meo) to grant two carucates of land in Lytham to
a religious house (see Victoria History of Lancaster, vol. vii, p. 214, note,
and also nos. 2110 and 2111 in this catalogue). N
® a.p. 1199-1216. This seal is similar in general style and design to the
second 'seal of Richard. The legend is noteworthy, as in it for the first time
the style Rex Angliae is used in place of the-earlier Rex Anglorum; in it
also the title- dominus Hiberniae first appears, this continued to be used
by John’s successors until Henry viir, who altered the title to rex Hiberniae.
This is the first of the royal seals in which a surcoat is worn over the
mail. -Fhe lettering of the legend shews a decided tendency towards the
Gothic majuscule (Lombardic) especially in the closed €, the @ and X;
the letters M and N, however, remain Roman capitals. (W.G.S. 39 and
40.) : ' '

° A.D. 1216-1272. For the first three. years of Henry’s reign the seal of
William, the earl marshal, was used in place of the great seal; for the form
of attestation clause used, see Campbell’s Lives of the Lord Chancellors, 1,
p. 129, quoted by Wyon (W.G.S., p. 22, note). Henry's first seal began to
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in his left he holds the orb from which rises a' long floriated stem

with a cross at the top. The throne is cushioned, is ornamented with

foliage and a leopard’s head is on either side of the lower part.

The king’s feet rest on two crouchirg leopards (Durham Seals 42):
] HENRICVS DEI GRATIA REX ANGLIE DOMINVS

HYBERNIE

Reverse, equestrian, Henry in mail with surcoat. His closed helm,
with transverse slit and hinged flap, is surmounted by a coronet.
He -carries in his right hand a sword longer and thinner than
previously. His shield, charged with the leopards of England is
rather concave and has the upper cornmers slightly rounded off
(Durham Seals. 42): '
¢ HENRICVS DVX NORMANNIE ET AQVITANIE COMS

ANDEGAVIE

3026. Henry 11 (second seal) . . 1-2 Reg. 6; a.p. 1265-6; 1-2 Reg. 9; 4.D. 1270.
Round, 33" diameter, green wax. '

- Obverse, Henry, crowned and vested, seated on his throne, holding

in his right hand a long sceptre surmounted by a dove and in his

left an orb from which rises a straight stem with a cross on the top.

be used in 1219; an entry in the Close Rolls (3 Henry/nx) states ‘ hic incipit
sigillum regis currere.’ This seal shews a considerable advancé both in
design and execution over its predecessors; the archaic stiffness of the earlier
seals has gone and in sts place has come greater freedom and naturalness;
the figures are bolder and more life-like and the treatment of the drapery on
the obversé is quite admirable. The tendency towards greater ornamental
detail is shewn in the leopard’s heads on the sides of the throne and in the
crouching lions on which the king’s feet rest. In this seal the visored type
of helm with a coronet first appears. The lettering of the legend is still
Roman capitals and Lombardics mixed. Henry’s second seal (no. 3026) was
used from 1259, the date of that treaty of Paris by which Henry renounced
his claims to the duchy of Normandy and to Anjou, Maine, Touraine and
Poitou; the new seal omits the feudal titles of these continental dominions,
retaining only that of Aquitaine. The sword borne on the obverse on his first
seal and by his predecessors, has been exchanged for a sceptre, and the
tendency, noted in the previous seal, towards greater ornamental detail has
become more pronounced, the architectural decorations of the throne, with
its -supporting lions, being very elaborate. The lettering now definitely
forsakes Roman capitals and all are of the beautiful Gothic majuscule
(Lombardic) type, a style to be used for more than the next hundred years.
A third seal of Henry’s, not here represented, is described by Wyon (W.G.S.,
p- 23 and figs. 45 and 46, and nos. 41-44).
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His feet rest on two crouching leopards. The throne is highly
enriched with carving and a lion rampant is at either side of the
lower part:
*+ HENRICVS : DEI GRACIA REX ANGLIE DOMINVS
HYBERNIE DVX AQVITANNIE '
Reverse, equestrian, Henry armed and helmed as on his first seal. The
shield has not the corners rounded off and is more triangular in
sha.pe
*+ HENRICVS DEI GRACIA REX ANGLIE DOMINVS
HYBERNIE DVX AQVITANNIE

3027. Epwarp 1** . .22 Reg. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 14, 22, 22*; 1-3 Reg. 6,
8, 12. ‘
Round, 3}” diameter, green wax.
Obverse, Edward enthroned, the design is practically the same as the
second seal of Henry rir (no. 3026) (Durham Seals 42):
** EDWARDVS DEI GRACIA REX ANGLIE DOMINVS

HYBERNIE DVX AQVITANIE
Reverse, equestrian, horse galloping. Edward in cham mail, loose
surcoat, visored and crowned helm, sword with fleur-de-lys pommel
in right hand and on left arm a heater-shaped shield charged with
the leopards of England. The horse wears trappings also em-
blasoned with the arms of England (Durham Seals 49) :
il EDVVARDVS DEI GRACTIA REX ANGLIE DNS HYBFRNIE
DVX AQVITANIE

3028. EpwarD 1 (Scottish seal)'! . . ' . . Misc. 992; a.p. 1298.
Round, 31" diameter, 1mperfect green wax.

Obverse, Edward seated in majesty, robed and ecrowned. In his right

hand he holds a sceptre with floriated top and his left hand is on his

1 a.p. 1272-1307. The obverse of this seal is the same. design as the
preceding one, but the reverse shews a striking advance in the ease and
grace of posture of the horse and its rider, which are both beautifully
proportioned. The simplicity and naturalness of the thirteenth century art
of seal engraving, depending more on strength of line than elaborateness
of ornament, seems, in this beautiful seal, to have reached its greatest
perfection. Edward 11 (no. 3030) and the first seal of Edward 111 (not here’
represented) used the same seal with trifling alterations in the field to
distinguish one from the other. It is the first of the great seals in which
the horse is housed in armorial trappings. (W.G.S., 47 and 48.) '

! This seal should, perhaps, have been placed among the royal Scottish
. seals later in this catalogue, but, for comparison, I have thought it better to
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breast. The throne is similar in design to preceding seal but not
so elaborate and the lions leaping up the sides are omitted (Durhamn
Seals 49):
+ SIGILLVM EDWARDI DEI GRACIA: REG[IS ANGLIE .
DNI HIBERNI] E
Reverse, armorial, three leopards of England (Durham Seals 49) :
[ET . DVCIS : AQVITANIE : AD . R] EGIMEN : REGNI :
SCOCIE : DERVTATVM .
3029. EpwarD 1 (seal of the Treasury)'® . . . . . . 2-2 Reg. 9.
Round, 3" diameter, dark green wax.

Obverse, equestrian, similar to the great seal (3027) except that the
horse is not caparisoned (Durham Seals 42) :

EDWARDVS :REX : ANGLIE . . . . . .. 1:DVX: AQVIT

Reverse, armorial, three leopards of England (Durham Seals 42):

. GILLVM : DE : SCACCARIO : DOMINI : REGIS -
3030. Epwarp 11'* . . . . 1.3 Reg. 1, 2, 3, 4, 4*; 2-12 Pont. 7.
Round, 33" dla.meter, green wax.

Obverse, Edward seated on his throne, exactly the same design as that
of Edward 1 (8027) with the addition of a castle, in the field, at each
side of the throne : =

" EDWARDVS DEI GRACIA REX ANGLIE DOMINVS
HYBERNIE DVX AQVITANIFE

Reverse, exactly the same as that of Edward 1 (3027) :

- EDWARDVS DEI GRACIA REX ANGLIE DVS HYBERNIE
DVX AQVITANIE .

include it here. It was used after the abdication of John Baliol in 1296
until the accession of Robert Brus in 1306. The obverse is similar in general
treatment to Edward’s English seal. The reverse bears only a shield of.
arms; this is so perfectly proportioned and so beautifully designed that I
think it may be considered to represent the high water mark of English
heraldic art; for simplicity and beauty it has not been surpassed. I have
completed the legend from an example given in ‘The History of Scottish
Seals,” by Dr. de Gray Birch, vol. 1, p. 38. It is nos. 5 and 6 in Laing’s
Scottish seals, vol. 1, and is illustrated on plate xxxii, nos 3 and 4 in De
Gray Birch’s book, quoted above.

* The seal of the royal court of the Exchequer, a similar seal to this
(rather smaller than the great seal) was used by succeeding sovereigns with
the needful alterations of names and armorials.

'*A.p. 1307-1327. This is exactly the same seal as that of Edward 1
(no. 3027) with the castles added in the field of the obverse as a difference.
They are-derived from the castle on the shield of Castile, the arms of his
mother, Eleanor of Castile. (W.G.S., nos 49 and 50.)
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3031. Epwarp 111 (fourth seal)'® . . . . [G] B71; a.p. 1366
Round, 43" diameter, light brown wax.

Obverse, Edward crowned and vested, holding in his right hand a
long sceptre ending in an elaborately decorated ornament, and in
his left an orb surmounted by a cross crosslet. The king is seated
on a throne the back of which is divided into seven lancet-shaped
panels each decorated with tracery and two corner niches similarly
treated, above him is a canopy of seveun pointed gables each divided
by tracery into trefoil headed panels and surmounted by crocketted
pinnacles.  In the centre, supported by two crocketted flying
buttresses, is a hexagonal tower the top turreted and machicolated. .
From each of the corner niches a crocketted flying buttress passes
through a side panel to a buttress of three offsets. The side panels
are trefoil-headed below the flying buttress and battlemented above

$ A.D. 1327-77. The first seal of the third Edward, used only for a few
months in 1327, was the sanie as that used by his father (ng. 3030), with
the addition of a fleur-de-lys above each of the castles on the field of the
obverse; this differencing mark is derived from the shield of France
through his mother, Isabella of France. The first use of the. royal lilies of
France on an English royal seal. The seal here described is the only
example at Durham of the eight different ones used by this monarch. A
full account of his mumerous seals with dates of user and reasons
for the various alterations will be found in Wyon’s Great Seals. It was on
Edward’s third seal used from February to June, 1340, that the title rex
Franciae and the quartered arms of France (ancient) and England .first
appear. This third seal is also noteworthy because on it the king first uses
the lion crest of England, and the tight fitting armorial jupon displaces the
loose flowing surcoat of earlier seals; it is on this seal also that the throne
is first furnished with a canopy. The fourth seal here described and illus-
trated was used from 1341 to 1360, and again from 1370 to 1372. Just as
the seals of Henry 1mx (no. 3026) and Edward 1 (no. 3027) may be taken as
typical in their severe simplicity of line and grace of design, of thirteenth
century art, so this and the succeeding seal are typical of the art of the
fourteenth century, relying less for their effect on grace and simplicity
than on decoration and elaborateness of architectural ornament. The
canopies, crocketted finials and carved niches of the Decorated style of archi-
tecture being faithfully reproduced by the art of the seal engraver. This
is the last of the royal seals on which the legend is in Lombardic letters; on
Edward’s fifth seal (not here represented), usually styled the °Bretigny’
seal, the legend is in Gothic miniscule or black letter, the type of letter used
on all succeeding royal seals until Henry virr. (W.G.S., nos. 61 and 62.)
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and on the battlements a kunight, leaning on his elbow, overlooks
each. In each of these panels, supported by its strap from a hook,
hangs a shield of arms charged quarterly, France (ancient) and
England. On each side of the king, seated on the step of the throne,
is a sitting lion guardant (Durbam Seals 43):
"¢ EDWARDYVS : DEI : GRACIA : REX FRANCIE :ET: ANGLIE
ET : DOMINVS : HIBERNIE :

Reverse, equestrian, Edward on a galloping horse. He wears a
hauberk of mail above which is a tight fitting jupon, the loose skirts
of which flow over the back of the saddle. A large helm with closed
visor covers his head and rests on his shoulders. It is surmounted
by a cap of maintenance upon which stands the crowned lion crest
of England. He carries in his right hand a long grooved sword,
with round pommel and bent quillons; it is also attached to his
right breast-by a chain. On his left arm he bears a heater-shaped
shield. The horse is fully caparisoned. Jupon, shield and horse

" trappings each bear the arms of France (ancient) and England
] quarberly In the border between the point of the sword and the
crest is the Hand of God pointing upwards 1ssumg from clouds
and blessing (Durham Seals 43) :
*+ EDWARDYVS : DEI : GRACIA : !REX FRANCIE: ET ANGLIE
ET DOMINVS: HIBERNIE
3032. RICHARD 11'° . .24 Reg. 1, 2; 3-4 Reg. 7,8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 17*;
Misc. 1355.
Round, 43" diameter, green wax.

Obverse, Richard crowned and vested seated on a canopied throne,

holding in his right hand a sceptre ending in a decorated ornament

"% A.p. 1377-1399. This with altered legend, Ricurdus for ¢dlurdus, is
exactly the same seal as the fifth or ‘ Bretigny’ seal of Edward mt. It was
so called from the peace of Bretigny in 1360 by which Edward mx renounced
the title, king of France; this necessitated a new seal. which was used from
1360 to 1369. In June, 1369, Edward resumed the title, and the same seal
with the legend altered was used by him from 1372 till his death in 1377.
This .seal shares with no. 3031 the claim to be considered the finest of the
Gothic royal seals, the beautiful tabernacle work and ordered detail of the
obverse, together with the splendour of the armorials and armour on the
reverse are unsurpassed in the seal engraver’s art. It must have been
admired by its users, as besides being used by Edward 1x and Richard i
it was used by Henry 1v (no. 3033) till 1408, also with the needful alteration
of name and alternately with the latter monarch’s golden seal (no. 3037)
until the end of Henry vI reign in 1461, quite a century of use. (W.G.S.,
nos. 71 and 72.)



ENGLISH ROYAL SEALS, 1366-1406. 129

(? a reliquary) and in his left an orb from which rises-a cross cross:
- let. The centre canopy is of three arches above whieh is elaborate
tracery and in the centre Our Lady, crowned, with, Christ on her
knee. On each side of the king .is a smaller niche with crocketted
pinnacles, in the dexter niche is Our Lady standing crowned, hold-
ing in her right hand a sceptre and ox het left arm the child Christ,
in the sinister is St. George standing with a shield of arms, charged
- with a plain cross, on his left arm. Beyond these is a larger niche
on each side supported by a carved bracket in which is a tree
».-+. + with-a bird in the branches and a hound (? greyhound) crouched
: at the foot, a shield of arms bearing France (ancient) and England
quarterly, hangs from the branches; outside of these, on each side,
is a projecting cornice, with a canopy above, on it stands a man at
arms holding a mace in his right hand.. .
Bicurdus : dei : gracin: 'rwe : fruneie et anglic : et 2 Dy
hibernie
" Reverse, equestrian, Richard on horseback galloping "to the sinister.
- x, . He wears a mail hauberk over which is a tight fitting jupon. A
' - large war helm with closed visor covers his head and rests upon his
shoulders, it is surmounted by a cap of maintenance upon which is
the crowned lion crest. In his right hand he brandishes a long
v v .- grooved sword with a round pommel and short straight quillons,
_and attached to his right side by a chain, on his left arm he bears
a small heater-shaped shield. The horse has a fan-shaped crest and
is fully caparisoned. Shield. jupon and horse trappings are em-
, blasoned France (ancient) and England, quarterly. The inside of
the border is beautifully cusped with tracery in the spandrils. In
* the border between the sword point and the crest is the Hand of
God blessing :

i

ﬁztathns deigratinwirex:francic:etanglie et dWy: lgrlnrmz

3033. HeNgY 1v (first seal) . 1-5 Reg. 1, 3; 2-5 Reg. 7; 2-12 Pont. 1, 2, 3,

4, 5, 6 all a.p. 1406
This seal is thé same in every respect, both obverse and reverse, as the
preceding one no. 3032 except that in the legend Ricarbus is altered

to Henricns (Durham Seals 43). :

3034 Henry 1v (signet)!” . . . . . Loc. xxv, 106.
. Round, red wax, §, armorial, France (modern) and England, quarterly

. (now perished, a.p. 1914).

oM The attes