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I .— E P IS C O P A L .1 

B IS H O P S  O F  B A T H  A N D  W E L L S .la

3088. J o s c e l i n e  o f  W e l l s  l b ................................................. 1-4 Pont. 1, 4 ;  2-4 P ont. 1.
O val, 2|" x  I f " ,  the bishop standing on a corbel vested in alb, dalm atic,

1 For general account of English episcopal seals see paper on 4 The Seals of 
English Bishops/ by Sir W . H . St. John Hope in Proceedings of the Society of 
Antiquaries of London, vol. x i , p. 271.

la For account of the seals of the bishops of Bath and Wells see paper by 
W  H . St. John Hope in the Proceedings of the Somersetshire Archaeological and 
Natural History Society, vol: x x x iv , p. 29 et seq. The arms of the see are azure two 
keys addorsed bendways sinister silver and gold over them a sword -proper bendways, 
the hilt in base.

lb  a . d . 1206-1242, Reg. Sacr. Angl. 5 4 ; L .N . i, 130 ; S.B.M. i, 1412. The 
saints supporting the throne are St. Peter and St. Andrew. The priory church of 
Bath was dedicated to SS. Peter and Paul, the cathedral church of Wells to St. 
Andrew the Apostle. (S.C.D. i n ,  app. i i , pp. 44 and 298). See Scrip. Tres, l x i i .



chasuble, rationale, apparelled amice, and m itre , his r ig h t hand bless­
in g , his le ft , w ith m aniple hanging from  w rist, holding his crosier :

+  JOSCELINTJS : DEI .* G RATIA : B A T H O N IE N SIS .* EPISCOPTJS : 
Secretu m , 2 " x l £ " ,  Our Lady seated w ith  the child C hrist on her knee, 

on each side of them the standing figure of a saint supporting the 
throne. Beneath, under a trefoiled canopy a h a lf figure of Josceline  
prays to them :

+, HII i TIBI ; PATRONI \ SINT | JOCELINE \ BONI.

3089. R o b e r t  B u r n e l l 2 . . . . . . M isc. 1501 ; a . d . 1280.
O val, 3" x I f "  im perfect, the bishop standing on a pedestal, in mass

vestm ents, his righ t hand holding his crosier, his le ft , b lessing. In  
the field on the dexter side are tw o keys, on the sin ister, a saltire , 
the emblem s of St. Peter and St. Andrew  :

. . ERTUS * DEI • G R ATIA. BATH O N IEN SIS : ET W E L L E N S  . . .
3090. J o h n  o f  D r o k e n s f o r d 3 ............................................M isc. 5085 ; a .d . 1314.

O val, l £ " x  , im perfect, Our L ady seated w ith  the child C hrist.
Beneath, on the dexter side is the standing figure of St. Peter, and on 
the sinister th at of St. Andrew . Below , the bishop in m ass vestm ents, 
kneeling, prays to them  :

*  SER VEN T : I N D E M ...........................

3091. J o h n  S t a f f o r d 4 .............................................................................Loc. x x v , 76, 77.
Round signet, § " ,  an eagle standing w ith spread w in g s ; above it  nfixt.

2 a .d . 1275-1292. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 6 4 ; L.N . i ,  133 ; S.B .M . I , 1415. He was 
a favourite clerk of Edward I, when prince of Wales, who vainly tried to secure the 
primacy for him. On Edward’s accession to the throne he was made chancellor of 
England, an office he held till his death. On archbishop Kilwardby’s translation to 
the cardinal bishopric of Porto in 1278, Burnell was elected archbishop of Canterbury, 
but his election was annulled by the pope, who appointed John Peckham {England 
in the Later Middle Ages, by K . H . Vickers, p. 9 ; L .N . I, 14). His counter seal

. attached to a deed of 1290 at Wells is described by W . H. St. John Hope, op. cit., p. 37. 
Indulgence printed Rites, p. 155, no. x x x v i i .

3 a .d . 1309-1329. Reg. Sacr. 'Angl. 7 0 ; L.N . I , 137 ; S.B.M . i ,  1422, for his 
episcopal seal of dignity. This seal is apparently his secretum, or counter seal, but 
here used as a seal (see W . H . St. John Hope, op. cit , pp. 33 and 37). There is an 
account of John of Drokensford in Raine’s History of Hemingburgh, p. 50. See 
also no. 814 in this catalogue.

4 a . d . 1425-1443. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 87 ; L .N . i, 140. For his episcopal seal 
of dignity and another signet, see S.B.M. i, 1428,1431. He was appointed chancellor 
of England in 1432. Translated to Canterbury by papal bull 1443, died 1452. For 
description of his secretum or counter seal, see W , H, St. John Hope, op. cit., p. 38.



3091a . R ichard5 .......................................................................................................... [G ] B7.
O val, 3£" x 2\'h, im perfect, th e  archbishop standing* vested  in alb, 

d alm atic, chasuble w ith  embroidered border, p all w ith  fringed  end, 
folded am ice and m itre w ith  the horns a t each side. H is r ig h t hand  
blesses, h is le ft , from  w hich th e  fringed  m aniple fa lls , holds his  
crosier. The field o f th e seal is  diapered in squares :

- SIGILLUM ; RICARD1 | DEI ; GRA  ...............ARCHIEPISCOPI
Secretum,, oval, 1 ^ 'x f"  a dem i figure of the archbishop in mass vest­

m ents, b lessin g  and h old in g  h is crosier, r isin g  from the sea. Above 
is the hand of God b lessin g  him  :

R IC A R D U S  D E I [G R A  T O C l] U S  A N G L IE  P R IM A S .

3092. John of Stratford6 .........................................   . 2-13 P ont. 3; a .d . 1335.
O val, 3 x  2", th e archbishop standing on a bracket beneath a richly

decorated canopy, vested  in an apparelled alb , sto le, dalm atic w ith  
fr in ge and orphreys, chasuble, am ice, pall and jew elled m itre. H is  
hands are g loved, and h is episcopal ring is on h is r igh t hand which  
is b lessin g , h is le ft  holds his cross. In  the field on the dexter side, 
in  a q uatrefoiled  panel, is the m itred head of St. Thomas o f 
C anterbury( ?), on th e sin ister is a key and sword in saltire, the  
em blem s of St. P eter  and St. P au l :

S ’ J O H A N N IS  . D E I  . G R A  . C A N T U A R IE N S IS  • A R C H IE P I  * 
T O C IU S  - A N G L IE  * P R I M A T I S .

3093. Simon Langham7 .   M isc. 7035; a . d .  1368.
O val, 2 f" x l |" (P ) ,  very im perfect. The m artyrdom  of St. Thomas of

4a Arms of the see— azure an archbishop's cross silver, the cross paty gold over 
which a pall silver edged and fringed gold and charged, with four crosses paty fitchy sable.

® a .d . 1174-1184. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 49; L.N. I ,  9 ; S.B.M. I, 1184; P.L.A. 
x i, 273, 291. For the seals of the archbishops of Canterbury generally, see Seals. 
The lettering of the legend of this seal is one of the earliest examples of the change 
from Roman capitals to Gothic majuscule, or Lombardic, though as yet the letters 
are rude and poorly formed. The secretum is illustrated P.L.A. x i , 291.

6 a . d . 1333-1348. He was archdeacon of L incoln: bishop of Winchester a .d . 

1323-1333 ; lord chancellor a . d . 1330 ; translated to Canterbury a .d , 1333 ; Reg. 
Sacr. Angl. 73 ; document printed Rites, p. 158, no. l iv . L.N. i, 17 ; S.B.M. I, 
1221.

7 a .d . 1366-1368. He was abbot of W estminster; archdeacon of W ells; 
bishop of Ely, 1362 ; lord chancellor, 1363 ; translated to Canterbury, 1366 ; cardinal 
priest of St. Sixtus’s, 1368; bishop of Palestrina, 1374 ; died, 1376.' Reg. Sacr. 
Angl. 78 ; L.N. I, 19 and 335 ; Cal. Pap. iv, 104, 197.



Canterbury. B eneath , in a niche on the dexter side is St. P eter, on 
the sin ister is a robed figure hold ing a  book in  h is r ig h t hand and a 
crosier in  h is le ft. Below  is the demi figure of the archbishop in 
mass vestm ents and hold ing his cross in his r igh t hand.

L egend destroyed.
3094. Canterbury, Chancellor and f Auditor causarum ’ of John,8 A rch­

bishop of ............................................................. 1 - 6  P ont. 16; a .d . 1595.
Oval, 3 | //x2^ /A, a figure attired  in clerical robes, w earing a flat cap

seated on a canopied throne on each side o f w hich is a  stan d in g
figure, th a t on the dexter w earing a flat cap and long  flow ing robes 
and hold ing a purse in his hand, th a t on the sin ister bareheaded and
in trunk hose, doublet and cloak. B eneath  is a shield  of arm s..............
. . . . ( ? )  im paling on a cross flory four bezants :

I O H .........................A N T  • A R C H IE P I  • - * ...................

B ISH O PS OF C A R LISLE.8a
3095. W alter M auclerk0 ....................................................... 1-4 P ont. 4; 2-4 P ont. 1.

O val, 2£//x lf" , the bishop standing on a carved bracket, vested  in
alb, tu n ic le , chasuble, rationale and amice. H e wears a plain
m itre and the m aniple fa lls  from his le ft w rist. H is r ig h t hand  
blesses, his le ft holds his crosier. In  the field on th e dexter side, is 
a star, on the sin ister is a crescent :

+  W A L T E R U S  : D E I  : G R A T IA  : K A R L E O L E N S IS  : E P ISC O P U S .

Secretum , oval, 1 ^ 'x l" , Our Lady w ith  the child  Christ seated , placing  
a m itre on the head of the kneeling bishop :

+, H EC  : SC U L P T U R A  : SO N A T : F IN IS  : N O  P U G N A  : C O R O N A T

3096. Silvester of E verdon10 . . .4 -1  Spec. 34; M isc. 1520; a .d . 1248.
Oval, 2f" x  IV', the bishop standing on a carved bracket vested in alb,

8 John Whitgift, a .d . 1583-1603-4. He was dean of. Lincoln and master of 
Trinity college, Cambridge ; bishop of Ely, 1577, translated to Canterbury, 1583 ; 
died 29 Feb., 1604. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 108 ; L.N. I, 26, in , 65.

8a See paper ‘ On the Seals of the Bishops of Carlisle,’ by Mrs. Henry Ware in 
the Transactions of the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeo­
logical Society, vol. x i i . 212. See also paper by the same author in the Archaeological 
Journal, x l v iii , 341. Arms of the see—silver on a cross sable, a mitre with labels gold.

9 a .d . 1224-1246. Resigned 1246, died 1248. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 56; L.N. tii, 
232 ; S.B.M. i, 2400 ; See also Scrip. Tres, l x x ii and' Rites, 148. The seals are 
engraved C.W. x n , 214.

10 a .d . 1247-1254. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 60 ; L.N. in , 232 ; S.B.M. I, 2401. Seals 
are engraved C.W. Xii. 214. Document no. 1520 printed Rites, p. 151, no. v.



tu n ic le , chasuble, rationale and am ice. He wears a p lain  low m itre, his 
r ig h t hand is b lessin g  and his le ft  holds h is crosier, the m aniple fa lls  
from h is -le ft  w rist. The field o f the seal is b eau tifu lly  diapered in  
a  lozenge pattern  en closin g  sm all crescents :

+. SILVESTER. DEI. GRA. KA • LEOLENS1S EPISCOPUS • 
Secret'um, 2 " x li" , h a lf figure o f Our Lady w ith  the child  Christ.

B eneath  is a demi figure of the bishop praying to  them  :
+, TE ROGO VIRGO REDI SIS VIGIL ERGO : GREGI

3097. R alph of I reton11 . . . . . . 4 - 2  Archiep. 3; a .d . 1286.
Oval, 2 § " x l f" J th e  bishop stan d in g  in mass vestm ents, h is right hand

b lessin g, h is  le ft  hold ing his crosier. In the field on the dexter side 
is  th e head of St. P eter w ith  a key below, on the sinister side is the
head of St. P au l w ith  a sword below :

DULPHUS DEI GRA KA . . . OLENSIS : EPS.
3098. John of H alton1 2 ....................................................... 1-13 P ont. 8; a .d . 1315.

Oval, 3 " x lf"  (? ), im perfect, the bishop standing in a decorated niche
w ith  canopy and side sh a fts, vested in alb, stole, dalm atic w ith  
orphreys, chasuble, rationale and apparelled amice. H e wears sandals 

* 1 and an em broidered m itre. H is r ig h t hand, on which is h is ep is­
copal r in g , is b lessin g, h is  le ft holds his crosier. On the dexter side 
of the canopy are the letters i  O h  :

......................................  L IO L E N S IS  : E P IS C O P I.

3099. John of K ibk by13 . . . . .  M isc. 1521, 1522; a .d . 1333. 
Oval, 3 " x lf " ,  th e  bishop stan d in g  in a richly decorated niche, vested

in a lb , dalm atic, chasuble, apparelled amice and m itre. H is r igh t 
hand blesses, h is le ft holds h is  crosier. Beneath him is a shield of 
arms :

S IG IL L U *  .* -O H A N N IS  : D E  : K I R K E B Y . D E I . G R A  . . . . . .

3100. T homas A ppleby14 . . . 1 - 2  Arch. Dunelm . 63; a .d . 1395.
Oval, 2\n x (very im perfect). The Annunciation. On a scroll which

G abriel holds in h is hand, a v e  m a r ia  :
. . . . . .  E . ....................

11 a . d .  1280-1292. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 65; L.N. h i ,  233: S.B.M. i, 2402. En­
graved C.W. x i i , 218.

12 a . d . 1292-1324. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 8; L.N. in , 234. Engraved C.W. x i l ,  218.
13 a . d .  1332-1352. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 74 ; L.N. in , 235 ; This is  a very early 

example of the use of surname on his seal by a bishop. Engraved C.W. x n , 218. 
Indulgence printed Rites, p. 157, no. li.

14 a .d . 1363-1395. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 79 ; L.N. in , 236. Eor his episcopal seal 
of dignity and another of his seals, see S.B.M. I, 2406 2408. Also C.W. x n , 219.



3101. W illiam P e r c y 1 8 .................................................. 2-13 P ont. 12; a.d . 1459.
Oval'' 2 ff x 1*", Our Lady holding- th e  child  Christ, seated .in a richly-

decorated canopied n ich e. B eneath , the bishop in m ass vestm ents 
' and w ith  crosier, k neeling, prays to her :

s ig i llm tt ..............h ar Xijorli.....................

B ISH O PS OP CONNOR.15*
3102. I saac18 .   M isc. 1502; a .d . 1255.

O val, 2 A " x lf//, the bishop stan d in g  in  mass vestm en ts, h is r ig h t hand  
b lessing, h is  le ft hold ing h is crosier. In  the field on th e  d exter side 
is a star, on the sin ister , a cr esce n t:

. . . . . . .  D E I • G R A  C O N E R E N S IS  : E P I

Secretum , oval, 1 ^ 'x f" , antique gem , a stan d in g  figure h old in g  a 
rod : > ' ’

+  : N O T IS  : o l i t o s  : y s a a c .

3103. W i l l i a m 1 7 ......................................................  . . M isc. 1503; a .d . 1258.
O val, im perfect, th e  bishop stan d in g  in mass vestm ents, h is r igh t hand

b lessing, his le ft  hold ing h is crosier. In  th e  field on each side is an 
arch w ith  a crown above it  and a  circle below :

............................L L I  : D E I : G R A  : C O N N E R E N S IS  . . . .

3104. P e t e r 18 . . . . . . . . .  M isc. 1504; a.d. 1280.
Oval, x  l^ /;, the bishop stan d in g , in mass vestm ents, h is r ig h t hand  

blessing, h is le ft  hold ing h is  crosier. In the field, above th e bishop’s 
rig h t shoulder are two keys :

£  S ' P E ........................... A C IA  C O N E R E N S IS  • E P IS C O F I

15 a . d . 1452-1462. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 91 ; L.N. in , 238. He was the son of 
Henry Percy, second earl of Northumberland, and his wife Eleanor, daughter of 
Ralph Neville, earl of Westmorland.

15a Founded by St. Colman circa a .d . 556.
16 He was a native of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, elected bishop April 4, 1245, 

and ruled the see for about twelve years. (Fast. Hib. in , 248.) Indulgence printed 
Rites, p .  152, no. xv. -

17 Called of Port Royal was consecrated in 1257 and died in 1260. (Fast. Hib. 
h i, 248.) Indulgence printed Rites, p. 153, no. , x ix ..

13 Called of Donach elected and consecrated 1274, died November, 1292. (Fast. 
Hib. tit, 248.) Indulgence printed Rites, p. 155, no x x x v ii i .



3105, J o h n 19 . Misc. 1505; a .d .  1319.
Oval, 2f" x If", the bishop standing

in a canopied niche, in mass vest­
ments, his right hand blessing, his 
left holding his crosier:

SIGILL . . IOH . . . .

C O N E R E N S IS  . E P I .

BISHOP OF COVENTRY AND  
LICH FIELD.1911

3106. R o g e r  N o r t h b t j r g h 20 . . . .
1-13 Pont, 3; a .d . 1327.

Oval, 3" x If", the bishop stands on 
a decorated bracket beneath a 
trefoiled and ogeed canopy, with 
crockets and finials, which is sup­
ported on each side by two circular 
side shafts with carved bases and 
capitals. He is vested in apparelled alb, dalm atic w ith  fringe and 
orphreys, chasuble richly embroidered round the edge, apparelled  
amice and jew elled m itre. H is hands are gloved, his r igh t hand 
blesses, his le ft holds his crosier which has a richly carved crook. 
In the field on each side, w ith  th e straps tw isted  round the side 
shafts, is a shield  of arms charged w ith  the three leopards of 
E ngland. B eneath the pedim ent, in the centre w ithin  a sexfoil is a

19 Ho was rector of St. Mary’s, Cory ton, and was consecrated bishop in 1293. 
The date of his death is not known but it was before 1320, as in that year Richard 
was bishop. (Fast. Hib. tit , 248.) Indulgence printed Rites, p. 157, no. L.

1911 Arms—party silver and gules a cross potent and quadrate between four crosses 
paty all counter-coloured. For possible origin see E.H. 183.

20 a .d . 1322-1359. He was archdeacon of Richmond. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 72 ; 
L.N. I, 550 : S.B.M. I, 1638, and for his counter seal no. 1639. A seal upon which a 
great amount of ornamental detad has been lavished, particularly on the elaborate 
canopy, with its crockets and finials, the capitals of the side shafts and the beautiful 
sexfoiled design in which the bishop’s shield is placed. The embroidered vestments,



shield of arms crusilly three sexfoils. Above the canopy, on each side, 
are the Roman num erals i i , ii  :

ROGERUS : DEI : GRACIA : COYENTREN : ET. LICHEFELDEN.
E P S ..

AR C H BISH O P OF D U B L IN .30*
3107. J o h n 2 1 . . .   1-13 P ont. 4 ;  a . d . 1312..

Oval, 3 |" x 2 " , th e  archbishop seated on a throne w ith  no back and w ith  
th e  arms ending in anim als' heads. H is feet rest on a carved foot­
stool and above h is head is a  church like canopy. H e is  vested  in  alb , 
stole, dalm atic w ith  orphreys on lower hem and round arm s, chasuble, 
p all, apparelled am ice, ration ale , and rather low jew elled  m itre. H is  
hands are g loved, h is r igh t, w ith  ring  on m iddle finger is  bles&ing, 
his le ft  holds his cross :

s  : i o h i s  : d e i  : g r a  : d u b l i n e n  : a r c h i e p i .

jewelled' mitre and richly decorated crosier, match this ornamental setting, and 
together make a seal of great beauty. I t  is contemporary with the seals of 
bishops Beaumont and Aungerville of Durham (nos. 3130, 3132) and in genera] 
style is net unlike theirs. The introduction of the shield of England at each side is 
similar to the use of the royal arms by Walter Reynolds, bishop of Worcester ( a .d . 
1308), and Richard of Durham on his seal (no. 3133). Both Reynolds and Aungerville 
were chancellors of England and the introduction of these shields may refer to their 
high office, but why Northburgh should use them is not apparent though he was ap­
pointed treasurer of the exchequer in 1328. (Cal. Pat. 2 Edward in .)  See also 
P.L.A. x t  280. The shield in base bears Northburgh’s own arms the blason is 
unknown. The double Roman numerals n , i i  on each side of the. canopy denote that 
he was the fourth Roger bishop of the see. Indulgence printed Rites, p. 153, no. 
X X V I.

2°a Arms— azure an archiepiscopal cross, silver, the cross paty gold, over which 
a pall silver fringed gold charged with five crosses paty fitchy sable.

21 a .d .  1311-1313. He was called Lech, was bishop elect of Dunkeld (Bps. Scot. 
61), but was promoted by the pope and elected archbishop in 1311. He died in 1313 
and was buried in Westminster abbey. The upper part of the seal is destroyed, but 
it appears to have been a canopy in the form of a church. He is represented seated 
which is unusual in English episcopal seals of dignity. The only other seated bishop 
in the seals at Durham being that of Anthony Bek (3125). The drapery of the throne 
and the animals’ heads on the arms remind one of the similar thrones on the obverse 
of the royal seals oi Robert i  of Scotland, and of those of the kings of France in the 
13th and 14th centuries. (See plate x x x v m  in Seals.)



B ISH O P S OF D U R H A M .31*
'3108. W i l l i a m  o f  S a i n t - C a l a i s 32 .  ....................................................... 1-1 P ont. 1.

Oval, 3 £ " x l l" , dished, th e bishop stan d in g  vested in alb, tn n ic , 
chasuble w ith embroidered border and amice. H e wears a low m itre, 
w ith  a horn a t e ith er side, w ith  the infulae h an gin g  one on each  
side. H is r ig h t hand is  b lessing, h is le ft holds his crosier. The 
m aniple fa lls  from  his le ft  w rist {Durham  Seals, 48) :

. . G I L L U ............................LLELMI DUNELMENSIS EPISCOP.
jSecretum, ova l, an undecipherable device.

3109. W i l l i a m  o f  S a i n t - C a l a i s  . 1-1 P ont. 2a, 3a, 4a, 4b; 4-1 Archiep. 1.
Oval, 3£ff x 1£", a seal s im ilar excep t in  one or two unim portant details

to  no. 3108 :
+  SIGILLUM WILLELMI . . . NELMENSIS EPISCOPI.

3110. R a n u l f  F l a m b a r d 23 . 2-1 P ont. 1, 3, 4, 5, 7*, 9, 10, 11; 2-3-3 F ine. 6.
O val, Sff X  r f ;/, s lig h tly  dished, the bishop stan d in g  bareheaded, vested in

21a ‘Episcopus Dunelmensis duos habet status, videlicet, statum episcopi quoad 
spiritualia et statum comitis palacii quoad tenementa sua temporalia.’ Quoted by 
Dr. Lapsley as a motto for his history of the 'County Palatine of Durham,’ from the 
Parliament Roll of 21 Ed. i. In the notes on the seals of the bishops of this see I 
have not named their - previous offices and preferments. The references to Surtees 
and Hutchinson where their lives are gi ven seem to be sufficient. T have tried rather, 
as they form such a splendid series, to trace the evolution of the devices and motives 
and to note the changes in episcopal vestments. Arms of the see— azure a cross 
gold between four lions rampant silver.

22 a . d . 1081-1096 Reg. Sacr. Angl 39 ; L.N. i i i ,  1282 ; H.D. t, 161 ; S.D. i ,  
x v i i i  ; Sym. 699. This seal and the next one are forgeries attached to spurious 
charters ; for full account of them see F.P.D. x x x i  et seq. Bishop William certainly 
used seals as in his Mortuary (Wills and Invents, i, S.S. 2), we read that immediately

* after his death 1 fracta fuerunt ejus sigilla et sancto Cuthberto oblata ’ This seal is 
described S.B.M. I, 2435 and engraved S.D. pi. i, no. 1. His name is from St. Calais, 
near Le Mans, Maine ‘ -

23 a .d . 1099-1128. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 41; L.N. in , 282; Sym. 712 ; M. Paris I, 
168 ; H .D. i, 174 ; S.D. i, xrx. This is the earliest genuine episcopal seal at Durham.

‘ Its chief points of interest are the shape of the chasuble, broad at the back and falling 
well below the knees whilst in front it  is much narrower and shorter, and has a curious 
embroidered orphrey of fleur-de-iys round the shoulders. In his Capella or Mortuary 
is mentioned ‘unam casulam indici coloris cum largis orphrays’ (Wills and Invents. 
S.S. 2, p. 2). The full skirt-like folds of the alb and the plain unornamented sleeves 
of the tunic or dalmatic are also to be noted. After a careful examination of the 
various seals, J think that there can be no doubt that the bishop’s head is bare and 
tonsured. The lettering of the legend is in Roman capitals the G and the first E 
being uncials, the second E and the C are of the early square type, M and N of the



alb, tu n ic , chasuble w ith  embroidered orpbreys on breast and round  
border.. H is r igh t hand is b lessin g, his, le f t  holds* his crosier 
(Durham  Seals,, 48):

+  SIGILLUM : RANNULFI : DUNELMENSIS : EPISCOPI.
3111. G e o f f r e y  R u f u s 24 . . . . 4-1 P ont. 15, 16, 17, 18.

Oval, 3%r(x 2$ ,f, th e  bishop standing vested in alb, stole, dalm atic,
chasuble w ith  embroidered orphreys round neck and border and a 
vertical strip  down the front. I t  is also em broidered over w ith  a 
series of sm all found dots arranged in lozenge shape. H e wears a 
low round m itre w ithout horns; h is r igh t hand blesses, h is  le ft  holds 
his. crosier. (Durham Seals, 48) : , . •

d-SIGILLUM • GAUFRIDI DEI GRACIA • • DUNELMENSIS i 
' EPISCOPI

3 1 1 2 . W i l l I i a m  o f  S a i n t e - B a r b e 25 . 4 -1  Archiep. 1 1 ;  1 -1  Arch. D unelm . l a,  l b .

Oval, 3£" x 2£", th e  bishop stan d in g  vested in alb, tu n ic  or dalm atic,

early spread put form. The seals are of white varnished wax attached to the charters 
by strips of parchment. Charter no. 9, which, being in English, is of great interest, 
is printed F.P.D. 98%. Charter no. 1 is printed ibid, 145%. See also S.D. I, App. 
cxxv, S.B.M. I, 2436, and S.D. pi. t, no 2. After his death his seals were broken 
‘et sancto Cuthberto oblata' (Wills and Invents. S.S. 2, p. 2).

21 a .d . 1133-1140. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 45 ; L.N. in , 283 ; Sym. 717 ; M. Paris, 
i, 247 , H.D. i, 186; S.D. i, xx . The chasuble is broader and longer than 
that shewn on the previous seal, it is also fuller at the back and falls nearly to 
the ankles, and the embroidery is plainer. The skirt-like treatment of the alb is like 
no. 3110. His Mortuary records ‘unam nigram casulam spissam et unam albam 
nigram cum minutis lineis aureis’ (Wills and Invents. S.S. 2, p. -2). The dalmatic 
is plainly visible but it is without fringes. The mitre is of the low round shape before 
it evolved into the homed style. There is no amice nor maniple though hi . Mortuary 
above quoted names a ‘manipulam nigram.' The lettering is in Roman capitals 
with E and M as uncials, the C is of^the old square type. The words'‘dei Gracia’ 
appear for the first time on the seals of the bishops of Durham. See also S.B.M. I, 
2437, and S.D. pi. i, no. 3. Charter no. 18 is printed F.P.D. 113%. Charter no. *15 
ibid. 140%, charter no. 17 ibid. 205%. After his d ea th ‘fracta fuerunt ejus sigilla et 
sancto Cuthberto oblata’ (Wills and Invents. S.S. 2, p. 3).

35 a d . 1143-1152. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 46; L.N. m , 283; Sym. 722 ; M. Paris 
i, .276 ; Scrip. Tres, 3 ; H .D. i, 195 ; S.D. t, x x ii .  This seal is similar inr general 
design to no. 3111. The mitre has changed into the homed style, a horn at each 
side of the head with the inftdae falling one at each side. For the first time at Durham 
the maniple appears on a bishop’s seal. The lettering is very indistinct on all the' im ­
pressions, but it appears to he of the same type as that of bishop Rufus. See also 
F.P.D. l x  et seq., where charter no. 1a is printed; See also S.B.M. i, 2438.



chasuble with orphreys, stole and 
maniple. He wears a low mitre with 
a horn at either side, and from it 
hang the two infulae one at each 
side. His right hand blesses, his 
left holds his crosier (Durham 
Seals, 48):

+  S IG IL L U M  W I L L E L  .
.......................NELMEN . . . .

3113. W i l l i a m  o f  S a i n t - B a r b e  26 . 1-1
Pont. 1 ,3 * ; 1-1 Arch. Dunelm.
2; 3-12 Sp. 1.

Oval. 3 J 'x l£ " , dished, the bishop 
standing vested in alb, dalmatic, 
chasuble with embroidered orphrey 
at neck and vertical strip down 
the front, folded amice and low 
mitre with a hom at each side, 
and the infulae hanging one at 
each side. His right hand blesses, 
his left holds his crosier:

HE* S I G I L L U M  : W I L L E L M I  :
D U N E L M E N S IS  : E P IS C O P I.

3114. H u g h  P u i s e t 27 .  4-1 P ont. 10.
Oval, 3ffx2" (? ), im perfect, the bishop standing vested in alb, dal-

26 This seal, slightly later in date than the preceding one is a rather more pointed 
oval, is slightly dished, and the horns of the mitre with the infulae are more clearly 
visible. The chasuble is ampler and hangs in graceful folds over the raised arms, 
t he amice appears in its earlier form of a folded cloth loosely knotted in front. The 
maniple hangs down inside the crosier. The orphrey on the chasuble is in the form 
of a Tau cross. The seal bears a striking resemblance to the forged one of Saint- 
Calais (no. 3108) For full discussion on this see F.P.D. l x i i , where also these 
charters are printed. The legend is in Roman capitals but the square archaic form 
of C has given place to the rounded form and that letter as well as G and E are 
uncials. S.D. pi. I, no. 4.

27 a . d . 1153-1195. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 47 ; L.N. in , 283; Sym. 730; M. Paris 
I ,  298 ; Scrip. Tres, 4 ; H .D. i, 120 ; S.D. t, x x i v . This, the earliest of Puiset’s seals, 
is in a very imperfect state. The orphreys on the chasuble appear as a series of dots. 
The mitre tor the first time in England is worn with the horns at the back and front 
of the head. It is low and rather pointed with a small piece of embroidered work in 
the front centre. This, the modem method of wearing the mitre, did not become



m atic, chasuble w ith embroidered orphreys at neck, and vertical 
strip  down the front, amice and low plain m itre w ith the horns over 
the back and the front of the head, the tw o infulae h an g in g  one at 

' each side. H is r igh t hand blesses, his le ft, from  the w rist o f which  
the m aniple fa lls , holds his crosier :

. . . .  I GILLUM H U G O N IS ..............................SIS E P ............

3144a . H u g h  P u i s e t 28 ,  . '. -3-1 Pont. 1, 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19,
, t- 20, 22, 23; 4-1 P ont. 3, 11; 1-1 Arch. 19; 4-16 Spec. 15*; 2-3 Sacr.

35;’ 4-1 Ebor. 16; 1-1 F ine. 14.
Oval, 3£" x2 |" , the bishop standing vested in  alb, stole, tu n ic , d a l­

m atic, chasuble w ith  orphreys round neck and border, and a vertical 
strip down th e front. I t  is also embroidered over in a scroll pat-

general until the beginning of the 13th century, and for some years the two styles 
were used together. The seal of archbishop Richard (no. 3 0 9 1 a ) who was contempor­
ary with Puiset, shews him wearing the mitre with the horns at each side. The 
earliest instance of the new fashion I have been able to find is on the seal of Hugues, 
bishop of Auxerre in 1144 (Demay, Le Costume d'apres les Sceaux, p. 270, fig. 332). 
For further note on this matter see P.L.A. x i, 284, and E.H. pp.. 65, 66, and plate 
v m . For note on Puiset’s surname, see Complete Peerage, vol. in , ed. 
Vicary Gibbs, app. e, p. 604. There is an account of Puiset’s life and character in 
Stubbs’s Historical Introductions to the Rolls Series, preface to The Chronicle of 
Roger of Hoveden, vol. h i, ‘ He was a man of grand stature and singularly noble 
face, eloquent, energetic, a mighty hunter, a great shipmaster, a magnificent builder, 
an able defender and besieger, a consummate intriguer and a very wary politician.
 We picture him as like one of those grand stem  figures that look down in stone
from the walls and piers of the cathedrals of Mentz, Wurzburg, and Bamberg.’ His 
parentage and genealogy are worked out in a note in the same preface (note I,* p. 211, 
collected edition, ed. by Arthur Hassall).

28 This is the most frequently used of Puiset’s four seals. Of the other three 
there is only one example each in the treasury. It is S.B.M. i, 2440, and S.D. pi. x, 
no. 5 The embroidered orphreys of the chasuble are very elaborate, indeed the 
whole vestment seems covered with embroidery. It is broader at the back than in 
front, but is not so long as in the earlier seals. The ends of the maniple and of the 
infulae are fringed. The mitre itself is more ornamental than that on his first seal 
having a band of embroidery round the edge and down the centre in front. The legend 
remains still in Roman capitals with G and C as uncials. E is of the square capital 
type. Charter no. 9 is printed F.P.D. 108?i; nos. 13 and 14, ibid. 141 n ; no. 20, ibid. 
182 n ; no. 4, ibid. 198n. For a list of his magnificent vestments, church vessels 
and books, see Wills and Invents. S.S. 2,' p. '3.



tern. He wears a low m itre w ith  the horns a t the back and front of 
the head, and with a band o f embroidery round th e lower edge and a
vertical strip  down the centre of the front. The infulae hang one 
at each side. The m aniple hangs from his le ft w rist; his r igh t hand 
b lesses; his le ft holds his crosier (Durham  Seals, 48) :

+  H U G O  : D E I : G R A T IA  D U N E L M E N S IS  : E P IS C O P U S .

3115. H ugh Pu is e t ............................................................................................... 3-1 Pont. 7.
O val, 3 " x 2 f '\  a seal alm ost identica l w ith  no. 3114a but of ruder 

workmanship. In the legend the cross has no dots in the quarters, 
and the le tter ‘ u ’ in htjgo is more spread out.

3116. H ugh P u i s e t  3-1 Pont. 21.
O val, 3"x2", p ractically  the same as no. 3114a, but rather sm aller and 

w ith one or two unim portant differences.
3117. P hilip of P oitou29 . . 3-1 Pont. 16, 16*; 1-2 Pont. 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14,

16; 3-1 Sacr. 16; 2-3 Sacr. 2; 2-2 F in . 32.
Oval, 3"x l£" , the bishop standing vested in alb, dalm atic, chasuble 

with embroidered orphreys as a vertical strip 
down the front and coming round below the 
shoulders in the form of a pall, amice and 
rather high and narrow mitre with a strip of 
orphrey round the lower edge, and down the 
centre of the front. His right hand blesses, 
his left holds his crosier. In the field on each 
side of the bishop is a plant of (?) broom 
(Durham Seals, 48):

+  S I G I L L U M  : P H I L I P P I  : D E I :
G R A C IA  : D U N E L M E N S IS  : E P IS C O P I.

Secretum, I f" x p', a figure in miniature of the 
bishop as on the obverse; but no plants:

+  SIG IL L  \ PHIL* ; D E I  • G R A  \ D U N E L M E N  ; EPI

29 a.d . 1197-1208. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 52 ; L.N. h i , 284 ; M. Paris i i , 58 ; Scrip. 
Tres, 17 ; H.D. i, 223 ; S.D. I, x x v ii . The style of this seal is rather less stiff and 
the figure of the bishop has more naturalness of pose than on the earlier seals. There 
is also a beginning of decoration in the field noticeable in the reeds gracefully enclosing 
the lower part of the figure, and in the ball ornament round the inside border of the 
legend. The figure also stands on a rudimentary bracket. The vestments remain 
much as on the earlier seals. The curious pall-like form of the orphreys on the 
chasuble is to be noted and also the amice which appears as a folded and looped cloth. 
The mitre is higher and more pointed than Puiset’s. The great change, however, is



311j3. R i c h a r d  M arsh30 . . '  . 2 - 2  P ont. 1, 2 ,  3 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ;  3 -3  Sacr. 4 ,  5 .

Oval, 3 " x l f " ,  the bishop standing on a carved bracket, vested  in  alb, 
dalm atic, a 'plain chasuble, rationale, apparelled amice and a  m itre 
w ith  embroidered orphreys. H is hands are gloved and the m aniple 
fa lls  from his le ft  w rist. H is r ig h t hand blesses, h is le f t  holds his 

• crosier (Durham  Seals, 48) :
i  RICARDUS : DEI I GRACIA : DUNELMENSIS EPISCOPUS. ’ 

Secretum , oval, 2 " x l^ //, Our Lord nimbed and robed, seated w ith  his 
hands restin g  upon the shoulders of a figure k n eelin g  on each side of 
him , th a t on the dexter, the crowned and robed figure of St. Oswald 
the k in g , th a t on the sin ister  the vested and m itred  figure of St.

in the form of the lettering which is now a good form of Gothic majuscule or Lom- 
bardic; a type of letter which, improving in form during the early part of the 13th 
century,'is the type used on the legends of succeeding bishops until Hatfield’s (no. 
3136) in the middle of the 14th century. The secretum is the first of this type of seal 
used by a bishop of Durham and is an Almost exact reproduction in miniature of the 
obverse, the reeds being omitted. Charter no. 14 is pointed F.P.D. 109w. Seal is 
S.B.M. I, 2441 ; S.D. pi. i, no. 6. For list of his vestments and episcopal ornaments 
see Wills and Invents, p. 4. where it is also stated that after his death ‘ fracta fuerunt 
ejus sigilla et sancto Cuthberto oblata.’

30 a .d .  1217-1226. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 5 5 ; L.N. h i ,  2 8 5 ; Scrip. Tres, 3 5 ; M. 
Paris ii , 231 ; H.D. I, 2 3 8 ; S.D. I, x x v m . This seal finally leaves behind the 
archaic conventionality and stiffness of the earlier seals and brim s us into a more 
natural world ; the pose of the figure, the graceful folds of the vestments shew a 
new art and a new sp irit; plain and strong, with little adventitious aid from mere 
ornament, and full of life and vigour. A change in the style of the vestments is also 
noticeable, the embroidered orphreys of the chasuble disappear not to return, except 
for a moment and that very slightly on the vestments of Richard Poore, until we 
come to the armorial chasubles of Bek and Beaumont. The amice here first assumes, 
for the bishops of Durham, its modem form of an embroidered collar-like edge appear­
ing above the chasuble. Hanging below it, also for the first time at Durham, is the 
curious breastplate ornament, known as the rationale, this appears on the seals of 
succeeding bishops until that of Robert of Stichill (1261-1274) after which it 
is no longer present. The legend is in Gothic letters usually called Lombardic. 
The rudimentary bracket noted on the preceding seal has developed into a carved 
corbel upon which the bishop stands, the beginnings of that architectural decoration 
of episcopal seals so great a feature in fourteenth century art. The secretum gives 
the first presentment on Durham episcopal seals of the two great northern saints, 
Cuthbert and Oswald, a foreshadowing of the later style of the seals of dignity in 
which these two saints take the dominant position, see nos. 3136, 3137, 3140, etc., 
in ’this catalogue. The seal is S.B.M. i, 2443.



Cuthbert. B eneath , under a trefoiled  arch, the bishop, kneeling, 
prays to  them  (Durham  Seals, 48) :

*  HOC* ONVS : UT : SIT : HONOS; T IBI: LARGIOR: HOS :
Q i p a t r o n o s .

3119. R ichard M arsh3 1 ....................................................................... 2^2 [Pont. 2b.
O val, 2 £ " x lf" , th e bishop stan d in g  on a bracket vested in alb,

em broidered dalm atic, p la in  chasuble, and apparelled am ice. H e 
wears a p la in  m itre, his r ig h t hand blesses, his le ft holds his
crosier. T he field of th e  seal is represented as a marsh w ith  reeds 
grow ing in it  (Durham  Seals, 48) :

+  SIGILLUM : RICARDI : DEI : GRACIA : DUNELMENSIS : 
EPISCOPI.

Secretum , as on no. 3118.
3120. R ichard P oore32 . . 2-2 P ont. 8; 1-4 P ont. 4; 2-4 P ont. 1; Loc. x iii ,

no. 2.
Oval, 2£" x II" , the bishop standing on a carved bracket, vested in alb, 

dalm atic, chasuble w ith  a vertical strip of orphrey down the front,
31 This seal seems to be used earlier than the preceding one. I t is executed with 

less skill and shews the old stiff conventional style of figure and drapery. The chief 
points that call for notice in it are the great length and richness of the embroidered 
dalmatic, apparently it is completely covered by ornamentation, and the background 
of the field of the seal which represents a marsh with plants growing in it. The seal 
is S.B.M. 1, 2444 ; S.D. pi. i,no . 7. His capella records in ‘ die sepulturae ejus fracta 
fuerunt sigilla ejusdem et sancto Cuthberto oblata.’ This record seems also to  
shew that the plain unembroidered chasuble was so worn by the bishop, for in place 
of the description of gorgeously embroidered vestments recorded for the preceding 
bishops it enumerates only, ‘ casulam rubeam de samette quae dicebatur Marrays.1 
I t was called ‘Marrays’ after the bishop of whose surname this was the contem­
porary spelling.

32 a .d . 1228-1237. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 54; L.N. i l l ,  285; Scrip. Tres. 37; M. 
Paris i i , 300 ; H.D. I, 243 ; S.D. I, x x v m . This seal calls for no special comment, 
both the dalmatic and chasuble are embroidered. His Gapella records fi unam casulam 
brudatam de viridi samette ’ (Wills and Invents. 5). and the mitre is more ornate. 
The Roman numerals ii in the field denote that he was the second Richard bishop 
of Durham. The diapered background of the seal is the first appearance of this form 
of ornament in this series of seals. The secretum is, I think, the only seal of the series 
(except no. 3121, which is probably from the same matrix) that represents Our Lady 
as the sole patron saint of the cathedral priory church, indeed, later she is largely 
ignored in favour of SS. Cuthbert and Oswald. The original dedication of the church 
was to Mary the mother of God and to St. Cuthbert (Sym. 702 ; S.C.D. iii , app. ii, 
p. 111). The high altar consecrated in 1240 was in honour of St. Mary (Rites, app. v i,



rationale, apparelled amice. H e wears a rather plain  m itre like  
those of his im m ediate predecessors. H is r ig h t hand blesses, and in  
his le ft, from which hangs the m aniple, he holds h is crosier. The 
field of the seal is beautifu lly  diapered in a lozenge pattern  enclosing  

, „ a lternately  a star and a crescent. In  the field on the d exter side are
the Homan num erals i i * (Durham  Seals, 49) :

+ RICARDUS : DEI : GRAC : DUNELMENSIS : EPISCOP’
‘ Secretum , ova l, lf" x l£ " , a  demi figure of Our Lady, robed and nim bed, 

holding the child  Christ, seated beneath a canopy and w ith a church  
on each side. B eneath , under a canopy is a fu ll faced dem i'figure of 
the bishop, vested and m itred, h is righ t hand b lessin g, h is le ft hold­
in g  his crosier (Durham  Seals, 49) :

+  NATE : REGAS : ILLUM : CUIUS : CONSIGNO : SIGILLUM.
3J 21. N ic h o la s  F a r n h a m 33 . . .2 -1  P ont. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18; Loc.

i i i , no. 22.
Oval, x If" , th e bishop standing on a carved bracket beneath a 

plain trefoiled  canopy above which is a representation o f a church  
with transepts. H e is vested in alb, stole, dalm atic, chasuble, 
rationale, apparelled am ice and m itre. H is r ig h t hand blesses, his

' le ft  holds h is crosier. The m aniple hangs from  h is le ft wrist. In
the field on each side of the bishop in a sunk eigh tfoiled  panel is the  

* tonsured b u st o f a cleric (Durham  Seals, 49) :
NICHOLAUS ; DEI : GRACIA : DUNELMENSIS : EPISCOP’

no. i i i , p. 150). The later altar dedicated in 1380 was in honour of SS. Mary, Oswald 
and Cuthbert (Scrip. Tres, 136; Mites, p. 7, and notes p. 199). After the bishop's 
death we have the usual record of the breaking of his seals (Wills and Invents. 8).
This seal is S.B.M. I, 2445 ; S.D. pi. i, no. 8.

33 a .d . 1241-1249. Beg. Sacr. Angl. 5 9 ; L.N. i i i , 2 8 6 ; Scrip. Tres, 41 ; M. 
Paris i i , 445; H.D. i, 249; S.D. I, x x ix . The vestments remain practically the 
same as shewn on the seal of his predecessor except that the chasuble is here devoid 
of ornament. The church-like canopy beneath which the bishop stands represents 
a further step in the use of architectural motives on episcopal seals. I t is the first 
canopy to appear in this series. The busts in relief on each side are also noteworthy 
as marking the first step in the process of evolution by which the figure of the 
bishop ceased to be the chief motive on his seal, and which, by the middle of the 
fourteenth century placed his figure, or sometimes merely his shield in a subordinate 
position and left the patron saints predominant. See nos. 3136, 3140, 3145, etc., in 
this catalogue. These busts do not bear any distinguishing marks, and probably 
merely represent two monks of the monastery. This seal is S.B.M. I. 2446; S.D. 
pi. i, no. 9 ; charter no. 16 is printed F.P.D. 197ra. His Capella does not record the 
breaking of his seals, (Wills and Invents. 5.)



Secretum, ova l, 2'; x l f " ,  demi figure of Our Lady hold ing the child  
C hrist, beneath a rather plain canopy. B elow  is th e dem i figure of 
the bishop p rayin g  :

+  FATO c o n c i l i a : n i c h o l a u m : VIRGO: MARIA.
3122. W alter K irkhau31 . 1-2 P on t. 2; 3-2 P on t. 1, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10;

4-3 P ont. 1; 1-13 P ont. 12; 2-13 P ont. 2; M isc. 1507, 1816, 5150; 
.3-2 P in e. 5; 2-1 Archiep. 10; 4-5 E lem os 1.

Oval, 2 |"  x 1 |" , th e bishop standing on a bracket vested in alb, stole, 
dalm atic, chasuble, large rationale, apparelled am ice and m itre. H is  
r ig h t hand blesses, h is le ft holds his crosier, and from the le ft wrist 
th e m aniple hangs. In  an eightfoiled  sunk panel on the dexter side 
in th e field, is  a fu ll faced b u st o f St. Cuthbert wearing m itre and 
am ice, in a like panel on th e  sin ister side is the crowned bust of St. 
Oswald the k in g  (Durham  Seals, 49) :

+ WALTERUS : DEI : GRACIA : DUNELMENSIS : EPISCOPUS
Secretum, oval, 2 " x l |" , St. Cuthbert in  mass vestm ents and m itre  

seated on a throne, w ithout back or sides, between two church spires 
each surm ounted by a cross. H is r ig h t hand blesses, his le ft  holds 
his crosier. B eneath  is a demi figure o f the bishop praying :

+  PRESUL CUTHBERTE REGNEM SUPER * ETHERA f DeR. TEL
3123. R obert of Stichill3 5 ............................................. 4-2 P ont. 1, 2; 4-6 P ont. 7.

Oval, 3 " x l£ " , th e bishop standing on a carved bracket vested in alb,
• sto le, dalm atic w ith  orphreys, chasuble w ith  embroidered border, 

apparelled am ice, rationale and m itre. H is r igh t hand blesses, h is  
le ft  holds h is crosier. On each'side of the bishop in the field o f seal, 
in  a sunk eigh tfoiled  panel is th e tonsured bust o f a cleric w earing an

34 a .d . 1249-1260. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 6 0 ; L.N. i i t ,  287 ; Scrip. Tres. 4 2 ; H:D. 
7, 253 ; S.D. i, x x ix . . This seal is very similar to no. 3121, except that there is no 
canopy above the bishop. It is chiefly noteworthy because of the busts.of St. Oswald 
and St. Cuthbert on each side, the first appearance of these northern saints on 
a f eal ?f dignity. St. Cuthbert presiding over his church on the secretum in place of 
Our Lady, as on the two earlier secreta, marks the beginning of his predominance on 
the later seals The seal is S.B.M. i, 2447 ; S.D. pi. ii , no. 1. His Capella records 
the breaking of his seals after his death (Wills and Invents, i i ).

35 a .d . 1261-1274. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 62; L .N  in , 287; Scrip. Tres, 45. ‘Priorv 
of F nchale’ (S.S. 6), p. 25; H .D.I. 260 ; S.D. I, xxrx. This seal is of the same style as 
the two preceding ones but the busts in the panels revert to the type of Famham’s (no 
3121), with the apparelled amice higher and more collar like than on that seal. The 
secretum is the same as no. 3122 with the legend changed. Charter no. 2 is printed 
F.P.D. 183w; no. 1 is printed ibid. 187w. The seal is S.B.M. I, 2440 ; S.D. pi. n ,  
no. 2. His Capella records the breaking of his seals (Wills and Invents. 12).



apparelled amice. Below th e dexter panel is a star  (Durham Seals, 
49): ' *

+  R O B E R T U S : D E I ,:  G R A  : D U N E L M E N S IS  : E P ISC O P U S .

■Secretum , the same as no. 3122 w ith  the legend changed (Durham  
Seals, 49) :

+  S I T  M I C H I  : C U T H B E R T E  : R O B E R TO  : G L O R IA  : PER TE.
3124., R obert of H oly I sland36 . . . 2 - 1  Archiep. 11; 4-2 P on t. 3, 6, 8,

9, 10, 11, 12; 1-13 P ont. 11; 1-1 Arch. Dunelm . 3; M isc. 406, 664, 
1239, 1243, 1246, 1510.

. Oval, 3"x2", th e bishop standing on a carved bracket vested in alb, 
stole, dalm atic w ith  orphreys and fr in ges, p lain  chasuble, apparelled  
amice and embroidered m itre. H is hands are gloved and his epis­
copal ring is on  the m iddle finger of his righ t hand, which is  b lessing. 
H is le ft hand w ith m aniple fa llin g  from th e w rist, holds his crosier. 
In  the field on the d exter side of his head is R , on the s in ister  I I . 
On the dexter side of the bishop is a niche surm ounted b y  a spire 
w ith  crockets and finials in which is the stan d in g  figure of St. Cuth­
bert in mass vestm ents hold ing the head of St. Oswald in fron t of h is  
breast w ith both hands. H is crosier is held d iagon ally  across h is  
body. On th e sin ister side in a like niche is, th e crowned and robed  

. figure of St. Oswald the k in g , hold ing a sceptre in h is r ig h t  hand. 
Beneath the niche on th e  d exter is a crescent, above th e spire of the  
sin ister niche is a star (Durham, Seals, 49):

*  R O B E R T U S  • : * D E I  I G R A C IA  : D U N E L M E N S IS  : 1
E C C L E S IE  : E P . •

36 a . d . 1274-1283. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 64 ; L.N. m , 287 ; Scrip. Tres, 56 ‘Priory 
of Finchale,’ S.S. 6, p ..26 ; H D . i, 271; S.D. I, xxx. There are one or two changes 
in \ estments to be noted, the rationale has disappeared, the chasuble is narrower 
and is not draped so voluminously over the arms, and the side slits of the dalmatic 
are fringed for the first time at Durham. The mitre is more decorated being em ­
broidered between the vertical and horizontal orphreys. There is also an important 
change in  the motive of the seal, the full length figures of St. Oswald and St. Cuthbert 
in crocketted and canopied niches, taking the places of the busts of the previous 
seals, and marking another step in the evolutionary process spoken of m note 33. 
(See also P.L.A. x i, 277). The R II  in the field denotes that he was the second 
Robert bishop of Durham. The secretum gives the first representation of the 
saint in an architectural niche with side shafts, canopy, crockets and finials com­
plete. Charter no. 6 is printed F.P.D. 185n. The seal is S.B.M. i, 2451 ; S.D. 
pi. ii , 3. His Capella records the breaking of his seals on the day of his burial (Wills 
and Invents. 12). Robert of Graystanes gives us the further information, ‘quo 
sepulto sigillum ejus publice coram omnibus a magistro Roberto Avenel est con- 
fractum’ (Scrip. Tres, 63).



Secretum, 2 £ " x lf" , in a niche of p lain  tabernacle work w ith  spires, 
crockets and fin ials, is the dem i figure of St. C uthbert in m ass v est­
m ents, his r ig h t hand b lessin g, h is le ft holding h is crosier. B e­
neath , is a  h a lf figure of bishop R obert, in profile to  le ft , in  mass 
vestm ents, praying. In  the field on each side of the niche is a cres­
cent en closin g  a star (Durham  Seals, 49) :

S I G N U M  : C U T H B E R T I : S IQ N A T  : S E C R E T A  : R O B E R T I.

3125. A nthony B ek37 . . 3-2 P ont. 15, 16; 4-3 P ont. 4; 3-6 P ont. 1 ; 1-14
P on t. 1, 2; M isc. 1242, 1245; 4-2 A rchiep. 3.

Oval, 3£ffx 2 f" , th e  bishop seated on his throne, h is sandalled feet rest­
in g  on a carved bracket. H e is  vested in  alb, dalm atic, chasuble, on 
th e front o f which is embroidered a m ill-rind cross, and apparelled

37 a .d . 1284-1311. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 66 ; L.N. in , 288 ; Scrip. Tres, 63, 69 et 
seq, ; H .D. i, 277 ; S.D. i, x x x i ; A.A. 3rd ser. ix , 89. This is the only Durham 
episcopal seal of dignity on which the bishop is represented seated on his throne. It 
is probably an im itation of the obverse of the royal seals and is a foreshadowing of the 
obverse of the.great, seal of the palatinate of bishop Hatfield fifty years later. It 
reflects Bek’s proud arrogant temper (A.A. 3rd ser. ix , 119), and his desire to magnify 
his temporal power. I t was in his time that tin  power of the bishops of Durham 
reached 'the zenith of palatinate sovereignity’ (Lapsley, pp. 42 and 99). For the 
first time at Durham, armorial charges are used on an episcopal seal of dignity. It 
is very fitting that they should be introduced by this proud and warlike bishop His 
chasuble, which was, doubtless, of a red colour, is embroidered with the mill-rind 
cross of his arms, gules a mill-rind cross ermine, blasoned for him in the parliamentary 

* roll of Edward i i  ; in the roll of the battle of Falkirk, where he commanded the 
second c bataille ’ and in the roll of the siege of Caerlaverock to which, though he 
himself was not present, he sent his ensign—

‘ Vermeille O un fer de molyn 
De ermine e envoia se ensegne.’

The leopard above his head is from the royal shield of England, the castle on the 
dexter probably indicates his office of constable of the tower of London ( a . d . 1275), 
the ermine mill-rind cross on the sinister is a repetition of bis own cross. I t is inter­
esting to note that the armorial embroidered chasuble is no mere conventional repre­
sentation, but that he actually wore a vestment so embroidered. His Capella records 
a vestment of red colour covered with ‘ una cruce de armis ejusdem intextis quae 
dicuntur ferrum molendimi,’ it  also records ‘ et in die sepulturae ejus fracta fuerunt 
ejus sigilla et sancto Cuthberto oblata’ (Wills and Invents. 13). He was the first 
bishop to be buried inside the walls of Durham cathedral {Rites, 58 and 2, also note 
p. 194). See also P.L.A. x i i i , 35. Charter no. 16 is printed F.P.D. 183k. This 
seal is S.B.M. I, 2452 ; S.D. pi. i i , no. 4. For pedigree see Coll. Top. et Gen. iv, 342. 
For armorial note see E.H. 497.



amice. H e wears a jewelled and embroidered m itre, h is hands are 
gloved and on the m iddle finger of th e righ t hand, which is b lessin g, 
is his episcopal ring, his le ft hand holds his crosier. Above his head  
is a leopard of E ngland. On his dexter side in a niche of tabernacle 
work w ith  crockets and finials is  the crowned and robed figure of St. 
Oswald th e k in g , hold ing his sceptre in h is r ig h t hand. Below  him  
is a tr ip le towered castle. On the bishop's sin ister in  a like niche is 
the figure o f St. Cuthbert in m itre and mass vestm en ts, b lessin g  w ith  
his r igh t hand, and h old ing in his le ft, in front of his breast, the head  
o f St. O sw ald; below  him  is a m ill-rind cross (Durham  Seals, 50):

: - s ’ a n t o n iI : D E I : g r a  : d u n o l m  : e p i  :
Secretum38 .......... .................................................................................3-2 P ont. 15.
Oval, 3 | //x 2 ^ //. The Coronation o f the Y irg in . B eneath  is the  

kneeling figure of th e  bishop in  mass vestm ents praying (Durham  
Seals, 5 fi):

e c c e  : e x a l t a t a : e s  : s r  : c h o r o s  : a n g i / o r  :
3126. Anthony B ek3 9 ................................................................. 2-13 P on t. 6 ; a .d . 1310.

Round, 4f", red w ax, a centre niche of tabernacle work is divided  
in to  three com partm ents vertica lly , in the upperm ost is Our Lord on 
the cross* w ith  Our Lady on his r igh t and St. John on his le ft. In  
the m iddle com partm ent is  the sepulchre of Our Lord w ith  an angel

38 This seal is unusually large for a counter seal being practically the same size 
as the obverse, possibly copying, the obverse and reverse of the royal great seals. 
The quiet dignity and pose of the figures, the graceful folds of the drapery, the absence 
of needless ornament, and the beautiful double canopy with^its^light and graceful 
side shafts and foliage carved capitals, make up a composition unsurpassed for 
simple beauty among the seals at Durham. I t is again interesting to note that Bek 
possessed a stole embroidered with this subject. It was of red velvet ‘in cujus orario 
super dorsum, est Coronacio Sanctae Mariae’ (Wills and Invents. 13). The orarium 
being the stole belonging to the set of vestments comprehended under the general 
description of * a vestment.’

39 This, Bek’s seal as patriarch of Jerusalem, I have been obliged to reduce 
considerably in size for the plate. Bek’ was appointed to this titular dignity by 
Clement v  (Scrip. Tres, 83). See also A.A. 3rd ser. rx, 181, and the authorities cited, 
ibid. note 45a, and V A r t  de Verifier les Dates, vol. x iv , p. 32, ed. 1819. This seal 
is S.B.M. I, 2455 and S.D. pi. v, no. 1. The central panel symbolises his patriarchate, 
the side niches his church of Durham. The beautiful form of the patriarchal cross 
is noteworthy, also that it has a point at the bottom as though made to stand up 
beside the bishop as a symbol of his dignity, and not borne as a processional cross. 
On this see Longstaffe’s ‘Old Official Heraldry of Durham,’ in Herald and Genealogist, 
vol. v i [i, p .  53.



seated  upon it , announcing th e Resurrection to  the three women. 
B elow in three arched recesses o f the tomb ‘ are three soldiers in 
armour, sleep in g, lean ing on th eir  shields. In th e low est com part­
m ent under a trefoiled  arch, the bishop in  eucharistic vestm ents and 
m itre, kn eelin g , prays. A t each side of him  is a patriarchal cross. 
On th e d exter side of the central niche is another of like work in  
which is a crowned figure of Our Lady hold ing the child  Christ. In  
a sim ilar niche on the sin ister is St. Cuthbert vested in alb, stole, 
d alm atic, chasuble, am ice.and jewelled m itre, h is r igh t hand blesses, 
his le ft holds th e crowned head of St. Oswald in front of his breast, 
his crosier rests in the crook o f h is  elbow aga in st h is shoulder. In
a roundel below  each of these outer niches is an erm ine m ill-rind
cross (Durham  Seals, 50) :

+  S ’ A N T O N II I D E I  : G R A  : SCE I IH E R O S O L IM IT  : E C C L E S IE  I 

P A T R IA E  C H E : E T  : E P I : D U N E L M S IS  

Secretum, h is ep iscopal seal as no. 3135.
3127. R ichaud K ellawe40 . . 2-2 P ont. 9, 10, 11, 11*; 4-3 P ont. 5; 2-4

P ont. 2; 1-6 P ont. 1, 6; 3-9 P on t. 2, 3; 1-13 P ont. 13, 16; 3-3 Sacr. 
2; 2-11 Spec. 49; M isc. 4177, 4177*; 3-1 F in e. 24 [G] D116.

Oval, 3£" x 2 ff, th e bishop standing on a pedestal in a niche w ith  canopy 
of tabernacle work, vested in alb, sto le , dalm atic w ith orphreys, 
chasuble and amice. H e wears an embroidered m itre; h is right 
hand blesses, h is le ft  w ith m aniple, holds h is  crosier. In  a sm aller 
niche on th e  d exter is the figure of St. Cuthbert in mass vestm ents 
and m itre and hold ing  the head of St. Oswald; in a  niche on the 
sin ister side is  th e crowned and robed figure o f St. Oswald w ith

40 a .d . 1311-1316. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 70 ; L.N. ii i , 288 ; Scrip. Tres, 92 and 97 ; 

H.D. I, 314 ; S.D. i, x x x v . With this seal the change begun on the seal of bishop 
Farnham (no. 3121) is completed, and we have the bishop with his attendant saints 
forming one group within an architectural setting. The absence of armorial decora­
tion is probably accounted for by the lowly origin of the bishop. The crook of the 
crosier is more ornate than on the previous seals which have shewn only a plain 
curve quite free from ornament. On later seals the tendency to decorate it becomes 
accentuated. The Roman numerals in , above the canopy, denote that he was the 
third Richard bishop of Durham. Charter no. 9 is printed F.P.D. 185?i. His register 
under the title ‘ Registrum Palatinum Dunelmense,1 has been printed in four volumes 
in the rolls series edited by Sir Thomas Duffus Hardy. His will is printed Test. 
Ebor. I; his Capella, Wills and Invents. 21. His seal is S.B.M. i, 2457 ; S.D. pi. ii , 
5. His seal as bishop elect is S.B.M. i, 2456. For his tomb see Rites, 55, and P.L.A, 
x ii i ,  35. Document printed Rites, p. 156,



sceptre. Each of these figures stands on the head o f a monster. 
Above the centre canopy are the figures i i i  (Durham  Seals, 50) : 

S I G I L L U M : R IC A R D I .* D E I :  G R A : E P I S C O P I : D U N E L M .  

Secretum , ova l, 2 ± " x lf" , Our Lady standing w ith  the ch ild  Christ 
under a- trefoiled  canopy. On the dexter side is the head of St. 
Oswald, on the sin ister, the head of St. Cuthbert. B en eath , the 
bishop in mass vestm ents, is praying. The field is b ea u tifu lly  
diapered (Durham  Seals, 50) :

S ’ S E C R E T U . R IC A R D I . D E I . G R A . E P I :  D U N E L M .

3128. R i c h a r d  K e l l a w e 41 . . . 1 - 6  Spec. 16.
O val, l f^ x l^ '7. The A nnunciation. In  front of the archangel G abriel 

is a scroll upon w hich is ave. m . Above the head o f th e B lessed  
V irgin  are clouds from which descends the H oly  Dove w ith  nim bus. 
B eneath, the bishop, k neeling, prays (Durham  Seals, 50) :

+  A Y E  m a r i a : G R A C IA  : p l e n a  : D O M IN U S  : T E C U M .

3129. L e w i s  B e a u m o n t 43 . . . .  1-14* P ont. 5 ;  M isc. 3819; a . d . 1317.
Oval, 2" x  l^ ', Our Lady w ith  the child  Christ, seated  in  a niche w ith

a church roof-like canopy. On each side of the niche is a  key w ith  
the wards upperm ost. B eneath , is the half figure of L ew is praying  
(Durham  Seals, 50) :

s ’ L U D O Y IC I  : E L E C T I : D U N E L M E N S IS  : C O N F IR M A T I .

3130. L e w i s  B e a u m o n t 43 . . .1 - 3  P ont. 1, 2, 3; 3-6 P ont. 11, 12; 4-6
P ont. 8; 1-14 P ont. 4; 1-1 Arch. Dunelm , 7.

Oval, 3I" x 2 | ff, the bishop standing upon a pedestal, under a trefoiled

41 This seal is used by him to this charter, it has the appearance of a secretum, 
but it is not so used by the bishop.

42 a . d . 1318-1333. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 72 ; L.N. i i i , 289; Scrip. Tres, 98 and 119 ; 
Lapsley passim. H.D. i, 324 ; S.D. i, x x x v n . He was appointed bishop by papal 
bull of provision 9 Feb., 1316/17, but was not consecrated till 26 March, 1318, at 
Westminster (Scrip. Tres, 101).' This long interval accounts for the engraving 
of this seal. It is like in motive to the secreta of the earlier bishops, but is singular 
in bearing the symbol of St. Peter, and no representation of either Cuthbert or Oswald. 
The bishop is not in pontificals. This deed is printed S.D. i, c x x i x ; the seal is 
S.B.M. i, 2458.

43 The vestments shewn on this seal are very elaborate, the dalmatic is 
fringed and richly embroidered round the lower hem and arms, the mitre is 
jewelled and the head of the crosier ornate. The chasuble is embroidered with the 
bishop’s arms azure fleuretty a lion rampant gold (blasoned for his younger brother 
Henry in  the parliamentary roll of Edward i i , differenced by a baston gobony
silver and gules). Shields of arms appear for the first time on Durham
episcopal seals, that on the dexter bears the royal arms of England and may



arch w ith  , canopy, vested in alb, stole, dalm atic w ith  orphreys, 
chasuble embroidered w ith h is arm orials fleuretty a lion rampant, an 
apparelled am ice, jew elled m itre, gloves and episcopal ring on m iddle 
finger o f r ig h t hand, which is b lessing, h is le ft hand, w ith  m aniple, 
holds his crosier. On th e dexter side o f the bishop is a shield  of 
arm s, E n glan d , on the sin ister a sim ilar shield  crusilly paty, a cross 
potent. The field of the seal is diapered w ith  lozenges enclosing  
fleur-de-lys. Above the canopy is a leopard of E ngland (Durham  
S eals, 5Q) :

S I G I L L U M  * L U D O V IC I  * D E I • G R A C IA  • E P IS C O P I * 
D U N E L M E N S I S .

Secretum ,44 2£# x l $ ff, Our Lady robed and crowned, seated w ith  the 
child  C hrist on her knee, w ithin  a canopied niche. Below her, under 
a trefo iled  arch w ith  side sh afts is St. Cuthbert standing, in mass 
vestm ents, b lessin g, and hold ing th e head of St. Oswald in h is le ft  
hand. In  th e  field on th e dexter side is a shield of the arms of E n g ­
land , on th e  sin ister is a shield of the arms of Beaum ont. B eneath , 
under a quatrefoiled  arch is a kneeling figure of the bishop in mass

possibly refer to the bishop’s relationship to Edward i i  (see Complete Peerage, 
ed. Vicary Gibbs, it, 59, note b, and Historic Peerage, ed. Courfchope, 51). For 
the use of the royal arms upon other episcopal seals see P.L.A. x i, 280. and note 20 
in this catalogue. The shield on the sinister bears the arms of the kingdom of Jeru­
salem silver crusilly paty and a cross potent gold for the bishop’s grandfather, 
Jean de Brienne king of Jerusalem, 1310 {U A rt de Verifier les Dates, xv, p. 70, 
ed. 1819). This is a m ost interesting early example of the arms attributed to this 
kingdom, and is a much more beautiful form than those given in the text books—a 
cross potent between four plain crosses. M. Paris, in ,  p. 95, draws a plain cross 
with four plain crosslets in each of the upper quarter and three in each of the lower, 
he inscribes it  ‘scutum regis Jerusalem cognomento Bresne’ (Brienne). Grimaldi’s 
roll temp. Edward i n  blasons ‘Le B oy de Jherusalem porte d ’argent ove une croice 
martellee d’or poudree de croicelettes d’or.’ For his death see Scrip. Tres, 119, and 
for his Capella, Wills and Invents. 23, where we learn his seals were broken on the day 
of his burial, ‘cum cathenis argenteis et sancto Cuthberto oblata, ut patet per Instru- 
mentum Hugonis Palmer inde Confectum.1 See also ‘ Instrumentum super oblacione 
sigillorum domini Lodowici episcopi ad feretrum S. Cuthberti’ (Scrip. Tres,:no. ev il, 
p. cxxviii). -His seal is S.B.M. i, 2459, and S.D. pi. it, no. 6. For his tombstone 
and brass see Rites, pp. 14-15, and P.L.A. x m , 36, where there is a reproduction of 
the matrix.

44 The first of the Durham episcopal seals in which the bishop invokes both the 
patron saints of his church. The armorials and decoration of the seal are the same 
as those on the obverse.



? vestm ents, praying. The. field o f the seal is diapered w ith  lozenges 
' 1 - en closin g  fleurs-de-lys (Durham  Seals, 50) :

M E  * C U T H B E R T E  ■ P IE  • L U D O V IC U M  • I U N G E  * M A R IE .

3131. R o b e r t  G r a y s t a n e s 4 5 ............................................. 1-13 P ont. 15, 25 N ov., 1333.
Oval, 3" x If" , the bishop standing on a carved bracket under a canopy

of tabernacle work w ithout side shafts, vested in  a lb , stole, d alm atic  
w ith  orphreys and frin ges, plain  chasuble, apparelled amice, and 
jew elled m itre. H is righ t hand blesses, h is le ft , from  which th e  
m aniple fa lls, holds his crosier. In th e field on the dexter side of th e  
bishop in a circular panel is th e crowned head o f St. Oswald the  
k in g , on the sin ister in a like panel is the m itred head o f St. Cuth­
bert. The field o f the seal is diapered w ith lozenges enclosing  
crosses (Durham Seals, 49):

s ’ r o b e r t i : d e i : g r a c i a .............................p i : d u  . . . .  s .
3132. R i c h a r d  A u n g e r v i l l e  ( o p  B u r y ) 411 . . 1-1 Arch. D unelm . 8 ;  2-13

P ont. 9; a .d . 1334.
Oval, 3"x2", the bishop standing on a bracket and w ith in  a n iche o f 

rich tabernacle work w ith crockets and finials, vested in alb, tu n ic , 
chasuble, apparelled am ice and low jewelled m itre. H is  r ig h t hand  
is blessing and his le f t  holds h is  crosier. In the centre of th e canopy  
over the bishop's head is a shield  o f the arms of E ngland  (Durham  
Seals, 51):

S I G I L L U M : R I C A R D I :  D E I G R A  : D U N E L M E N S I S : E P I .

45 a .d . 1333. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 74 ; L.N. i i i , 289 ; Scrip. Tres, 120 ; H.D. i, 345 ; 
S.D. i, xiv, and S.D. iv, 24. In general design this seal with its absence of armorials 
and simplicity takes us back to the earlier seals. It is in keeping with the unpre­
tentious lovable character of the Durham monk-historian. The legend is unfor­
tunately broken off but enough remains to shew that it . should be extended e p i  

d u n e l m e n s i s , not as Surtees has it (S.D. i, xiv, note n) e l e c t i . The vestments 
remain much as previously, the alb has an apparel along the lower hem, the dalmatic 
is fringed at the sides, and is embroidered wherever visible in a lozenge pattern, 
which is repeated on the amice. For his tombstone see Rites, 242%. His seaJ 
is S.B.M. i, 2461 , S.D. pi. i i i , no. 1.

46 a . d . 1333-1345. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 74; L.N. m , 2 9 0 ; Scrip. Tres, 121, 127, 
129 : Lapsley, 333 et passim; H.D. i, xiv. The architectural accessories of this 
seal are more prominent than in earlier ones. The vestments are plainer, the alb 
longer and falling in graceful folds over the feet. The only decoration visible is on 
the amice, mitre and head of crosier. For use of the royal shield see note no. 20 to  
seal no. 3106; in this catalogue. This seal appears to be the earliest one of bishop 
Richard’s, it is S.B.M. i ,  2462, and S.D. pi. i i , no. 7.



3 1 3 3 . R i c h a r d  A u n g e r v i l l e  ( o f  B u r y ) 47 . - 2 -2  P ont. 1 3 ;  1 -6  P ont. 2 ;

3-6 Pont.- 2, 4; 4-6 Pont. 1; 3-9 Pont. 5, 6; 1-13 Pont. 7;  5-5 
Elemos 6.

Oval, 3%"x2±", the bishop standing in an elaborately  decorated n iche, 
vested in alb, tu n ic , chasuble, apparelled amice and high  jewelled

47 This beautiful seal represents the finest work of the English seal engravers. 
Its richness of detail, use of canopied niches with saints, pierced and piled up taber­
nacle work with crockets and spire-like finials, together with the display of heraldic 
ornament, is like the decoration on a cathedral reredos. The plain and graceful folds 
of the bishop’s flowing vestments act as a foil to this wealth of ornamentation. His 
only visible ornaments are on the amice, mitre and crosier head. The mitre has 
become higher and more oval in shape than in earlier examples. The proportions 
of the figure are perfect and the pose graceful and dignified, indeed it has been con­
sidered an actual portrait of the learned bishop This may be so, but it should be 
noted that in vestments, pose and type of features this figure is similar to that on 
the seal of dignity of John Thoresby, archbishop of York ( a . d . 1353-73), in fact so 
iike are they that one would be inclined to attribute them to the same hand, were it not 
that the Durham seal is so incomparably the more beautiful. The small figures 
of saints on each side of the bishop are difficult to decipher. The dexter figure on 
each side is that of a young beardless man with long curling hair. The centre figure 
on each side is that of a woman. The sinister figure on each side iii that of a bearded 
man. They each hold an emblem, but it is so small that I cannot interpret it. I t is 
interesting to note that among his vestments was one of red velvet ‘cum multis 
ymaginibus Sanctorum in tabemaculis stantibus cum auro et serico nobiliter brudatis1 
(Wills and Invents. 26). The lettering of the legend is of the finest type of Gothic 
majuscule or Lombardic. The bishop’s full name was Richard Aungerville of Bury, 
and his paternal arms are blasoned in the parliamentary roll of Edward n , de goules 
a un guintefoil de ermyne od la bordure de sable besaunte de or, they also appear in 
colours on the lid of a chest belonging to the Rev. W. Greenwell. The shield 
suggests a connection with the cinquefoil of the earls of Leicester, and the border 
with the duchy of Cornwall, but I have been unable to find more about it th n above 
recorded. The bishop does not appear to have used the arms. Eor his tombstone 
see Rites, 2 and note, p. 194. His Capella records that after his death his four reals 
were broken and offered to St. Cuthbert. A further note tells us more of their 
fate, ‘ex quibus Ricardus de Wolveston feretrarius fecit unum calicem argenteum 
et deauratum qui est ad altare Sancti Johannis Baptistae in orientali parte Ecclesiae.’ 
This chalice was inscribed

* Hie calix insignis fit praesulis ex tetra signis
Ri. Dunelmensis quarti natu Beriensis.’ (Scrip. Tres, c c c l x x x v i i i . )

(Wills and Invents. 26 ; Scrip. Tres, 129.) The seal is S.B.M. i, 2463 ; S.D. pi. n , 8. 
There is an account of his life with parts of his episcopal register printed S.S. vol. 119.



mitre. H is  r ig h t hand "blesses, his le ft  holds h is crosier. Above his  
head are three sm aller niches. In  the centre one is a h a lf figure of 
Our L ady hold ing  the child  Christ. On her d exter side is a demi 
figure of St. John B ap tist and in  another niche further to  the dexter 
is a half figure of St. P eter hold ing  a key. On th e s in ister side in  
like niches are the demi figures of St. Catherine w ith  palm  branch  
and book, and St. P au l hold ing a sword. On e ith er  side o f the bishop  
are three niches under canopies o f elaborate tracery in  each o f w hich  
is a fu ll len gth  figure. Beyond these, on the line of th e legend, at 
each side, is a sm all shield  of arms charged w ith  the three leopards 
o f E ngland  (Durham Seals, 51):

S : R IC A R D I : D E I  : G R A . D U N E L M E N S IS . E P I .

3134. R ich ard  A u n g e r v il le  ( o f  B u ry )4 - (seal in chancery) . 3-9 P ont. 6; a .d .
1345.

Round, 2£", im perfect. St. Cuthbert, in m itre and mass vestm ents, 
seated upon a throne, the arms term inating  in an im als’ heads (leo ­
pards?), beneath a canopy of rich tracery. H e holds St. Oswald’s 
head in h is le ft  hand, and his crosier in  the crook of h is elbow . H is  
r ig h t hand is blessing. On each side of th e throne in  a sunk roundel 
is a leopard of E ngland. The throne is  surrounded at th e back and 
flanked by p an elling  o f rich decorated tracery (D urham  S eals, 53) :

.............................................. C E L L A R I E : R IC A R D I . D ..................................

3135. R ich ard  A u n g e r v ille  ( o f  B u ry )49 (seal ‘ ad causas ’) . . 1-14 P on t.
8; a .d . 1343.

Oval, 2 f" x lf" , Our Lady w ith  the child  C hrist, seated in  a niche  
beneath a canopy o f tabernacle w ork ; on th e  sin ister  in a sim ilar 
niche is St. Cuthbert seated , in  mass' vestm ents, b lessin g  and hold in g  
hie crosier in h is le ft  hand. Above, in  th e  centre, is a leopard of 
E ngland. Below is th e  bishop praying (Durham Seals, 51):

S IG IL L U M  : R IC A R D I . D U N E L M E N S IS  :E P I .  A D  C A U S A S .

48 This is the first known chancery seal of the bishops of Durham. St. Cuthbert 
on this seal and on the next is represented with a beard and is less of the ecclesiastical 
type than he is usually depicted. His vestments and ornaments are similar to those 
of bishop Richard.

49 This, the first of Durham seals ad causas, is of the usual type of such seals, 
representing the patron saints of the church with the bishop praying beneath. They 
were used for the ordinary diocesan business of the bishop. This seal is S.B.M. I, 
2464.



3136. Thom as H a t f ie ld 50 . . . 2 - 3  P ont. 3, 7, 9, 10* 11* 12; 4-6 P ont. 3,
9; 2-7 P on t. 15; 3-9 P ont. 7* 8, 9; 1-1 Arch. D unelm . 9* 12; 2-1
Arch. N orthd. 11* 15; 2-5 Ebor. 15.

Oval* 3 ^ -" x l|fl. Tw o niches o f rich tracery w ith  canopies o f elaborate 
tabernacle work w ith  crockets and finials. In  the dexter niche
stands th e  figure o f S t. Cuthbert vested in apparelled alb* dalm atic,
chasuble, apparelled am ice, and jewelled m itre. W ith  h is r igh t  
hand he holds the crowned head o f St. Oswald in front of h is breast* 
h is le ft holds h is crosier. In th e sin ister niche is a figure of an arch­
bishop (S t. Thom as of Canterbury) vested  in  alb* dalmatic* chasuble* 
apparelled am ice, pall and jewelled m itre. H is r ig h t hand is bless­
in g  and his le ft holds h is  archiepiscopal cross. B eneath the two
niches is a shield of arms, a chevron between three lions rampant. 
Above the tw o niches in  a com partm ent of. th e  tracery is  seated the  
crowned and robed figure o f Our 'Lady. H er r igh t arm encircles the  
ch ild  C hrist who stands on her knee. Her le ft  hand holds a  lily  
(Durham  Seals* 51):

s ig i l lu m . thamz  : Vex : g r a t ia  : bun trim : je pri.

50 a .d . 1345-1381. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 75 L.N. i i i , 290 ; Scrip. Tres, 137 : H;D. 
i* 346 ; S.D. i, x l v i i i . W ith this seal the final step in the evolutionary process 
spoken of in note 33 to seal no. 3121 is taken, and the saints, which at the beginning 
were only ornamental details used to fill in a blank space are now predominant and 
the bishop is represented only by his shield in base. The place of honour is held by 
the patron saints of his church, and by the bishop’s own name saint. The beautiful 
Lombardie lettering has given place to the Gothic minuscule known as black letter* 
though of the larger and more legible type. The shield in base bears Hatfield’s arms 
usually blasoned azure a c evron gold between three lions rampant silver. Jenvn’s 
Roll and Ordinary gives for ‘Thomas Hatfield* sable a chevron gold between three lions 
silver, a molet on the chevron. See also Herald and Genealogist, v i i i , p. 141, and 
Foster’s Feudal Coats of Arms, p. 127. For the bishop’s will see Test. Ebor. 121. 
for his Capella, Wills and Invents. 36, where we are told that his seals were broken 
after his death and offered to St. Cuthbert, and a silver gilt image of the bishop was 
made from them, which was hung at the head of the shrine (ad caput Feretri appensa)* 
inscribed

‘Jon Alvervilla monachus capiendo sigilla 
E x Hatfield Thomae sic disponit, bene pro me.’

See also Scrip. Tres, p. c c c lx x x v i i i .  For his tomb and throne see Rites, 19, 210. 
I t is decorated with many shields of arms and the orphrey on the hem of the alb 
on his effigy is a shield of his arms between two shields of France and England 
(quarterly). His seal is S B.M. i, 2465 ; S.D. pi. it, no. 9.
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3137. T h o m a s  H a t f i e l d 31 . 2-3 P ont. 4; 3-6 P on t. 3; 1-2 Arch. Dunelm .
16; Loo. x , 45.

Oval, 2§"x 1V/j St. Cuthbert stan d in g  w ithin  a niche of rich tracery  
beneath a canopy o f elaborate tabernacle work. H e is vested in  alb, 
dalm atic w ith orphreys, chasuble, apparelled am ice and jewelled  
m itre. H is r ig h t hand holds the crowned head of St. Oswald in front 
of h is breast, h is le ft holds his crosier. On th e d exter side is a shield  
o f arms charged w ith a cross w ith th e ends rounded oh. On the  
sin ister is a shield  charged w ith a chevron between three lions ram ­
pant. Below St. Cuthbert is a h a lf figure of th e bishop praying, and 
holding h is  crosier in fron t (Durham Seals, 51): 

s t g i l ln  * tjyanue : im  : gra : butt .trim : r pri :
3138. T h o m a s  H a t f i e l d 52 (great seal in chancery) . . 2-3 P ont. 1, 5, 14,

17; 2-4 P ont. 4; 1-6 P ont. 5; 2-6 P ont. 5; 3-9 P ont. 10; 1-14 P ont. 
12; 2-1 Spec. 5; 2-12 Spec. 23; Loc. h i ,  no. 45; 2-2 E lem os 15; 
M isc. 1703, 1705, 6250; [G] D120.

Obverse, round, 3", the bishop, seated on h is throne, under a decorated  
canopy, vested in  alb, dalm atic, chasuble, apparelled amice and 
jew elled m itre; h is r igh t hand holds a book on hie knee, his le ft 
holds his crosier. The legend  is arranged in tw o lines, one at each 
side of the throne (Durham Seals, 53) :

s ig i lh x  : ijfjorm* : . g r a t ia  : bn naim  : z $ i .

51 This, though the legend does not so state, is doubtless Hatfield’s seal ad causas. 
The shield on the sinister is his own, that on the dexter is difficult, if not now impos­
sible, of satisfactory explanation. Longstaffe has marshalled all the known facts 
of the use of plain crosses in the * Old Heraldry of Durham,’ in his paper printed in 
the Herald and. Genealogist. v i i i , p. 144 et seq. .

52 The first of the great seals in chancery used by the bishops of' Durham as 
lords palatine. On the bishops as lords palatine see Lapsley, chap. i i . On their 
temporal title and rank see The Complete Peerage, by G. E. 0 ., ed. Vicary Gibbs, vol. 
t v , p. 558. But in the letter of Edward.i i i , referred to below (Scrip. Tres, app. cx x v i), 
the'bishop of Durham is stated to he earl palatine (episcopus Dunelmensis comes 
palatinus exisiat). This seal is obviously adopted in imitation of the great seals of 
the sovereigns. Tt is very fitting that such a seal should be introduced by bishop 
Hatfield, whose palatine privileges were specially confirmed by Edward h i  (Scrip. 
Tres, app. c x x v i : Lapsley, p. 275), who freely used his great powers and loved the 
pomp and display of his rank (Lapsley passim). The obverse shews the bishop 
seated in majesty on his throne as lawgiver. The reverse shews him as knight 
and leader in war of the men of the palatinate. I t is a poor design badly executed, 
and shews a great falling off from the preceding seals. This seal is S.B.M. i, 2486; 
S.D. pi. iv, nos. 1 and 2.



■ > < ■250 \ /  Q/t btjeh a^: ?s e a l s

Heverse, equestrian , the bishop as k n ig h t in armour w ith  sword by his 
side. H is  coronetted helm et is surm ounted by a m itre from which  
arises a splendid bush of feathers. H is sm all heater shaped shield  on 
.his le ft arm and the trappings of h is horse are emblasoned w ith  his 
arm orials, a chevron between three lions ram pant (Durham Seals, 
53):

s ig i lh iw  : t (30111 c : trei : g r a t ia  : ban 01 m e n s i s : e p is r a g i,
3139. T h o m a s  H a t f i e l d 53 (privy seal) . . 2-3 P ont. 2; 2-5 Ebor. 16; 2-10

Spec. 10.*
Round, 2", arm orial, a chevron between three lions rampant. The 

shield  is suspended between tw o trees and is supported by two s it ­
t in g  lions. Above th e  shield is a half figure of Our Lady crowned, 
w ith  the child  Christ on her r igh t arm and holding a sceptre in  her 
le ft  hand (Durham  Seals, 51) :

stcxztu : tfrnnu : b ti : g r a t ia  : ep i : buutrlm .
3140. J o h n  F o r d h a m 54 . . 1 - 3  P ont. 7; 1-6 P ont. 4; 4-6 Pont. 5; 2-5 Ebor.

3, 12; 4-5 Ebor. 4, 5, 6; M isc. 7091.
O val, 3J"x2", tw o niches w ith in  rich Perpendicular tracery; in the 

d exter niche stands th e crowned and robed figure of St. Oswald the  
k in g , his sceptre in his r igh t hand; in the sin ister is th e figure of 
St. Cuthbert vested in alb, tun ic , chasuble, apparelled amice and 
jew elled m itre. H is righ t hand blesses, h is  le ft  holds h is crosier. On 
each side o f these niches in th e  centre of the tracery is a  shield of
arms, a chevron between three crosses paty. Above the niches in a
central com partm ent beneath a canopy is th e  seated figure o f Our 
Lady crowned and robed. The child  Christ stands on th e seat be­
side her encircled by her le ft arm, at each side in a com partm ent

63 This is the first of the round privy seals to be used by the bishoos of Durham. 
A type of seal used for transactions, business, etc., relating to the bishop’s private 
estate. This seal is S.B.M. t, 2466 ; S.D. pi. v, no. 3.

04 a .d . 1382-1388. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 81 : L.bL 111, 290 ; Scrip. Tres, 143 ; Laps 
ley, 48, note 1 ; H .D. 1, 382 : S.D. 1, l i i i .  The general motive of this seal is the 
same as the preceding one (no. 3136), the tracery is more distinctly Perpendicular 
and the bishop himself is represented in base instead of only his shield. It is the 
first of the bishop’s seals on which ail three of the patron saints of the church of 
Durham are represented. In this connexion it is interesting to note that it  was in 
1380 that a new high altar was solemnly dedicated cin honore sanotae Mariae Vir* 
ginis et beati Oswaldi martyris et sanctissimi patris nostri Cuthherti’ (Scrip. Tres, 
136). Papwortfc {British Armorials) and Armorial de Gelre blason the arms sable a
chevron between three crosses patonce gold. This seai is S.B.M. 1. 2467 ; S.D. pi. m .
no. 2. See also E.H, p, 102. and pi. v, no. 1.



under a pent house roof is the dem i figure of an angel. B elow  a ll, in 
a panel w ith  a round arch is th e  dem i figu re-o f th e  bishop in  mass 
vestm ents hold ing his crosier and praying, on each side o f him  in  
sm aller panels is  the bust o f a man (Durham  Seals, 51) :

s ig r l l .  j xr'jx a tt tt i s : im  : gra : £pis.c,o'pi : b.un;.olm.eusi$ .
3141. J ohn F ordham55 . . 2-2 P ont. 13; 2-1 Arch. D unelm . 6; a .d , 1381-82.

Oval, im perfect, 2 f " x ? . th e bishop seated in  mass vestm ents, h is
r ig h t hand b lessin g, his le ft hold ing his crosier. B elow  is a shield  o f 
arm s, a chevron between three crosses paty.

. . . . - . . . . . r g r a r ia r je jjisr n p i.
3142. J ohn F ordham56 (great seal in  chancery) - . 1-3 P ont. 6; 3-9 P o n t,

16; 2-3 Spec. 1.
Obverse, round, 3£", the bishop, seated on a throne panelled  in P er­

pendicular tracery and w ith a canopy o f rich tabernacle work, vested  
in alb, tunic, chasuble, apparelled am ice and jew elled m itre, h is r ig h t  
hand, wearing th e episcopal r in g , is b lessin g, h is le ft holds his  
crosier. Xn a sm aller niche o f sim ilar s ty le  on the d exter, is th e  
figure of St. Michael the archangel spearing th e  dragon, and carrying  
on his le ft arm a shield of arms charged w ith  a plain  cross. On 

' th e sin ister in  a like niche is th e  armed figure of St. G eorge, h is  
sword by his side and hold ing a spear w ith  w hich  he transfixes the  
dragon. On his le ft arm is a shield of arms, a plain cross. Beyond  
the figures, on each side, is a shield of arm s, a chevron between three  
crosses paty. On each side of th e  pedim ent of th e  throne is a s itt in g  
lion.

j.oJnxutt.e3 : 5 z i ; g r a t ia  : rjjus : tut a 1 m * tic s i s .
55 The only two examples in the treasury at Durham of this seal are in a very 

imperfect state and difficult to decipher, but they apparently shew the bishop seated 
on his throne— like Bek—with his shield below him. It will be noticed that the seal 
is used only during the first few months of his episcopacy.

56 The impressions of the obverse of this seal are on whitey brown wax and very 
friable. They have so perished that I have not been able to get a suitable photograph. 
But it is from the same matrix as Skirlaw’s and Langley’s (nos. 3146, 3149), both of 
which are reproduced, with the needful alterations of name and shield. I t is a much 
more elaborate seal than Hatfield’s (no. 3138). The tracery is very beautiful and in 
general style bears a striking resemblance to the great seal of Richard i i  (no. 3032) 
both as to the obverse and reverse, though the bishop’s is the more decorative; 
notice the pierced and pinnacled canopies, the cuspings of the border of the reverse, 
and the’diaper on both the horse trappings and the field of the seal. His crest of a 
bird poised for flight stands on the top of his coronetted mitre. In L ' Armoriat de 
Gelre; the bird is a dove and holds a scroll in his beak with the words g la r i  a bra 
upon it. I t should also be noted that the shields borne by St. George and St. Michael 
are both charged with a plain cross. The seal is S.B.M. 1,2488; S.D, pi. xv, nos. 2 and 3.



Reverse, equestrian , tlie bishop as k n ig h t in fu ll armour of the period 
w ith  armorial jupon.- From  his coronet ted helm et arises h is m itre 
which is surm ounted by a bird crest. H e holds a sword in his hand  
and on h is le ft  arm is a shield  o f arms. H is horse is fu lly  caparisoned  
and wears a fan  crest. H is jupon, shield  and horse trappings are em ­
blazoned w ith  a chevron between three crosses paty. The inner bor­
der of th e seal is  b eau tifu lly  cusped (Durham Seals, 53):" 

ja lra n n es  : tjz'x : g r a t ia  : tg  ts ta g u s  : irunoIm z u s i s .
3143. J o h n  F o r d h a m 57 (privy seal) . . 1-9 P ont. 9; 4-12 Spec. 26; Misc.

5988.
Round, 2£", arm orial, a chevron between three crosses paty , supporters 

tw o kneeling angels. The shield is w ith in  a cusped border and is 
b eau tifu lly  diapered. A t th e  begin n in g  of the legend is a bird with  
extended w in gs as on h is crest in seal no. 3142, above the shield fra 
g ln rxam  hen (D urham  Seals, 51):

szcxztnvx : jxrjranttis : frri : g ra c ia  : e j i ........................r u s i s .
3144. W a l t e r  S k i r l a w 58 . . . . . 3 - 1  Axchiep. 2; 4-6 P ont. 6.

Oval, 3£"x2". In  a central richly decorated niche, beneath a canopy
of elaborate tabernacle work is th e figure o f St. Cuthbert vested in 
alb, dalm atic, chasuble, apparelled amice and jewelled m itre. H is  
rig h t hand blesses, h is le f t  holds, in  front of h is breast, the crowned 
head of St. Oswald. H is  crosier rests in the crook of h is le ft arm. 
In  a sm aller niche o f sim ilar s ty le  on th e d exter is the robed figure of 
St. P eter hold ing  a key in h is righ t hand, a book in h is le ft; on the

57 This is of the usual type of these seals at the date. The cuspings of the border, 
the diaper on the shield, and the beauty and grace of the kneeling angels at each side 
are to be noticed. Comparing the shape of shield on this and on Hatfield’s privy 
seal (no. 3139) with those borne by them on the reverse of their great seals, we can 
see how, when used for the purpose of displaying armorials, the shape of shield was 
altered to give more room to the artist. This seal is S B.M. i, 2468 ; S.D. pi. v, 
no. 4.

58 a . d . 1388-1405. Keg. Sacr. Angl. 8 1 ; L.N. i i i ,  291; Scrip. Tres. 144; 
Rites, 18 et passim ; H.D. i, 391 ; S.D. x, l i v . St. Cuthbert holds the place of honour 
as previously, but Our Lady and St. Oswald give place to the patron saints of the 
priory church of Bath and the cathedrai church of Wells, the diocese from which 
the bishop was translated to Durham. The shield is blasoned in Glover’s Ordinary 
silver a cress of six interlacing bastons. The letters of the legend have changed from 
the larger and clearer type of black letter to the closer more illegible type. For the 
bishop’s will see Test. Ebor. 306; Lapslej^ 100,101; for his Capella, Wills and Invents. 
43 ; chantry chapel and tombstone in Durham cathedral, Rites, 18 and 209?i; 
Durham Account Rolls, intro, l i x .  His seal is S.B.M*. x, 2469 ; S.D. p i in , no. 3.



sin ister in a like niche is th e robed figure o f St. Andrew hold ing  his  
cross in h is righ t hand, and in  h is le ft a book. B elow  St. Cuthbert, 
in the centre, is a shield  of arms, charged w ith  a cross of six in ter­
lacing bastons (Durham Seals, 52):

s ig  il iu m  : fo a lttr i : im  : g r a t ia  : h itn o lm itts is  : .cp iscap.
3145. - W a l t e r  S k i r l a w 551 ( ‘ ad causas *) . . 3-2 P ont. 11; 1-6 P ont. 7; 1-1

Arch. Dunelm . 17; 1-2 Arch. D unelm . 10, 37; 6-4 E lem os 15; Loc. 
x x , 8 (5, 4, 8); a .d . 1402-4. .

- O val, 2 f" x  I f 7', Our Lady robed and crowned seated  in a niche beneath  
a- canopy of rich tabernacle work, th e child Christ robed and stand­
in g  on her righ t knee. On each side is  a niche of tw o tiers, in th e  

. upper is a bust, in th e lower, looking out of a window, is a demi 
angel. B eneath, is the bishop in mass vestm ents, hold ing  crosier, 
praying. On each side of him  is a shield  of arm s, a cross o f six  in ter­
lacing bastons (Durham Seals, 51) :

fur : p in  : fou litru m  : ra ttsaru m  : itu strrr  : freritm :
3146. W a l t e r  S k i r l a w 60 (great seal in chancery) . . 3-9 P ont. 21, 22.

The same as the obverse of bishop Fordham ’s great seal (no. 3142) w ith
the needful alterations of legend and shields. T he sh ield  of arms at 

' each side is charged w ith  a cross of six  in terlac in g  bastons (Durham  
Seals, 53):

fo a 1111XX g : ir c i : g x a : c jj & : h u n a I m e i £ .
Reverse, equestrian, the bishop in armour and t ig h t  fittin g  jupon. 

From the coronet round his helm et, rises, as crest, a dem i angel 
who holds a shield of the bishop's arm orials. H e carries a sword in  
his r igh t hand and on his le ft arm a shield  of arms. The horse is  
fu lly  caparisoned and wears a plume of feathers as crest. H is shield  
and horse trappings are em blazoned w ith  a cross of six  interlaced  
bastons. The field of seal is strewn w ith  roses (Durham  Seals, 53) :

Lu u 11 c r u s : Crci g r a t ia  : .c p i $ t o p a s : bun.aim,civ s i s .

59 This is of the usual ad causas type. The architectural decoration is distinctly 
Perpendicular in style. The attention given to the details of costume in the Virgin’s 
robes is also typical of the sculpture of that period. The seal is S.B.M. i, 2470.

60 The obverse of this seal is from the same matrix as Fordham’s (no. 3142), 
with the needful alteration of name and shield. The reverse is much plainer than his 
predecessor’s and the horse is represented galloping, over solid ground. He does not 
wear a mitre, his crest rising from his coronetted helm. The seal is S,B.M. i, 2489, 
2490,



3147. W a l t e r  S k i r l a w 61 (privy s e a l ) .............................................Reference lost. .
R ound, im perfect, 1|", arm orial, s ix  interlaced bastons, the shield ,

th e  field of which is diapered, hangs from a tree.
  £££ . . . .

3148. T h o m a s  L a n g l e y 62 (seal e ad causas J) . . . 3-3 P ont. 8 ; 1-6 Pont,
8; 2-7 P on t. 1; 1-13 P ont. 14; 1-2 Arch, Dunelm . 38, 43; M isc. 976, 
7042; Loc. i , 52; Loc. m ,  35; Loc. x in ,  11; Loc. x x , 11; Loc. 
x x v i i i ,  3.

O val, 2f" x  If". T his is ex a ctly  the same as the ‘ ad causas 3 seal of 
bishop W alter Skirlaw  (no. 3145) except th a t on each side of the 
k n eelin g  bishop is a  shield  o f arms paly o f s ix , a pierced m olet 
(Durham  Seals, 52) :

s ; ito m e  : b.ei : g r a t ia  : t g i : b n trolm eus is  : a t  : can s as .
3149. T h o m a s  L a n g l e y 63 (g reat seal in  chancery) . . 3-3 P ont. 1, 2, 4, 5;

1-10 P on t. 1, 2; 1-1 Spec. 20; 3-32 Spec. 25; M isc. 6719, 7076.
The same as th e  obverse o f the great seals o f bishops Fordham and 

Skirlaw  (nos. 3142 and 3146) w ith  the needful a lterations o f shields 
and legends. The sh ield  at each side is charged w ith paly of six, a 
pierced m olet (Durham Seals, 54):

flpcrmas : ter  : g r a t ia  : rg u s : b a n .o I m t n g i s .
Reverse, equestrian, th e  bishop in armour and ju p o n ; from his coron- 

etted  helm et rises, for crest, a large bush of feathers. H e holds a 
sword in  h is r ig h t hand and on h is le ft  arm a shield of arms. H is  
horse is fu lly  caparisoned and has a plum e for crest. Shield, jupon 
and trappings are emblasoned paly  of six , a pierced molet. The 
field of seal is powdered w ith  pierced m olets (Durham Seals, 54) :

11) 0 m h e ■: b z i : g nr c i a : z g xs 10 g n £ : b .11 u .01 nr z n g i s .
61 The reference to this seal has, unfortunately, been lost and I am therefore 

unable to illustrate it. The description is taken from the engraving in Surtees. I t  
is S.B.M. 1, 2471 ; S.D. pi. v, no. 6.

62 a . d . 1406-1437. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 84; L.N. m , 291 ; Scrip. Tres, 146; 
H .D. 1, 397 ; S.D. 1, l v  ; Lapsley passim. There is no seal of dignity of this bishop 
at Durham nor is one described in S.B.M. This seal is exactly the same as bishop 
Skirlaw’s (no 3145), with alteration of legend and of shields. The blason of the 
arms is paly silver and vert a molet silver. See also Rites, 44, 232 et passim, also 
Durham Cathedral, by Rev. Wm. Greenwell, p. 78. For his will see Wills and 
Invents. 88. This seal is S.B.M. 1, 2472 ; S.D. pi. in , 8. For papal bull of provi­
sion see Scrip. Tres, cc x v ii .

63 Both obverse and reverse of this seal are the same as bishop Skirlaw’s (no. 
3146), with the alterations required in name and armorials. There is again no mitre 
above the helm and the field of the reverse is powdered with pierced molets taken 
from his shield of arms. The seal is S.B.M. 1, 2491.



3150. T homas Langley64 (privy seal). . . . .  . . . 3 - 3  P on t. 11.
Hound, 2", arm orial, paly of six, a pierced m olet. The shield is  held

by an angel who stands behind it . On each side are panels of taber­
nacle work and below shield , on line o f legend, is  represented the  
w all of a c ity  w ith  gatew ay (Durham Seals, 52): 

a z i x r t u i I) .o m z b z i g r a ti a i z g i b n n .a I w z n .
3151. T homas L angley6 5 .......................................................................Loc. x x v , 167.

S ign et, round, , a m olet of five points on which are the letters
I . a . u . g . I . z . ij .

3152. Robert N e v ille 66 (seal e ad causas ’) . . 1-6 P on t. 13; 2-6 P ont. 12;
4-6 Pont. 16; 2-7 Pont.' 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13; 1-2 Arch. N orthd. 31, 43; 
M isc. 2265; Loc. x iii , 13; Loc. x x , 21.

Oval, 3 " x lf" , Our L ady, robed and crowned, seated in  a central niche 
beneath a canopy of tabernacle work, the child  Christ encircled by

61 The architectural accessories of this seal are interesting. The angel appears 
to  uphold the bishop’s shield standing in the midst of his episcopal city. The seal 
is  S.B.M. I, 2473 ; S.D. pi. v, no. 5.

65 The first of the seals, called signets, used by the bishops of Durham. It was 
a type of seal that came into use early in the fifteenth century and was used to seal 
the more private letters and correspondence of its owner. I t was often, as in this 
case, composed of a charge taken from the armorials of its user. The seal is S.B.M, 
I, 2474.

66 a.d. 1438-1457. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 87 ; L.N. m , 291 ; Scrip. Tres, 147 ; 
Lapsley passim ; Rites, 40; H.D. i, 4 1 1 ; S.D. I, lv i i , his will is printed Scrip. Tres, 
cccxli. There is again no seal of dignity for this bishop at Durham. This seal is 
more elaborate than the earlier ad causas seals, and in accordance with the sculpture 
of the date shews great attention to minute details of costume. The device above 
Our Lady typifies The Trinity, though the dove is not represented. This 
emblem appears quite commonly on fonts, brasses and windows, during the later 
Gothic period ; the angel supporter was also a favourite device of the fifteenth  
century. The shield in. the centre bears the paternal arms of Neville with the gimmel- 
ring for difference (for various Neville shields see under that name in this catalogue). 
The shield on the sinister is the earliest appearance of these arms. I t is blasoned 
azure a cross gold between four lions rampant silver (Pari. Roll of circa a.d. 1512). 
The priors of Durham (see post.) placed a-cross patonce between the lions. The 
plain cross and Hons is the shield attributed to St. Oswald the king and is that of 
the bishopric of Durham ; the cross patonce between the Hons is that attributed to  
St. Cuthbert and-is the shield of the church and convent of Durham. There is, 
however, considerable confusion in their use, as we find that some of the later bishops 
(see Ruthall and Tunstall) used both forms on their episcopal seals and an official 
of the prior (no. 3455) uses the plain cross, The shield on the dexter is difficult to



her r igh t arm , stands on her knee. Above is God the Father seated  
and hold ing  C hrist on th e cross in fron t of H im . In  a niche on 
th e dexter side is St. Oswald robed and crowned, holding sword in 
righ t hand and orb w ith  cross in le ft. On the sin ister in a like  
niche is St. C uthbert in  mass vestm ents, b lessing and w ith  crosier. 
B eneath , in a central panel, is an angel supporting in front of him  a 
shield  of arms charged w ith a sa ltire , a gim m el-ring for d ifference; 
on th e  dexter side o f th is is a shield, bearing a chevron between three 
lions ram pant, on the sin ister another bearing a cross between four 
lions ram pant (Durham Seals, 52):

' $ i 9 x 11 it * ixh ta n s  as rab tr ti u-ebillr c p i b nntlirr e i t s i s .
3153. R obert N eville67 (g reat seal in  chancery) . . 4-2 P ont. 14, 15; 1-10

P on t. 3; 2-18 Spec. 29, 30.
Olrverse, round, 3£ff, th e bishop vested in alb, tu n ic , chasuble, apparelled  

am ice and jew elled m itre, seated upon his throne with a background  
of Perpendicular tracery and beneath a canopy of rich tabernacle 
work, h is  r ig h t hand is b lessin g , his le ft  holds his crosier. Above him  
in a traceried com partm ent is God the F ather hold ing Christ on the  
cross in  front of H im . In  a niche on the d exter side is St. M ichael the  
archangel stan d in g  on th e dragon brandishing a sword in h is r igh t  
hand and hold ing a shield  of arms in his le ft hand, charged w ith  (?)

On the sin ister is St. George in armour th ru stin g  a spear down th e . 
throat of th e  dragon upon which he stands; beneath each of these  
figures is a crouching lion and in  th e centre o f the pedim ent of the 
throne is a shield  b earing a saltire differenced by a gim m ei-ring  
(Durham Seals, 54):

rjoffc*rtus b i i  g r a t ia  bu ntlm eT t.sis.
Reverse, equestrian , the bishop in  fu ll armour, g lobular breastplate  

skirted w ith  tassets below. From his coronetted helm et arises a

interpret, it  has been considered to be a revival of Hatfield's shield. It is possible 
that it may be used here, and on the next seal (3157), in ignorance of its true origin, 
and be intended for the shield of St. Oswald under whom it is placed, but this is 
mere guesswork. The whole question of these various shields has been exhaustively 
discussed by Longstaffe in his paper on ‘The Old Official Heraldry of Durham,’ pub­
lished in The Herald and Genealogist, vol. v i i i .  See also 41 S.S. p. 31. This seal is 
S.B.M. 2475 ; S.D. ph i i i ,  no. 9.

67 The general style is very similar to the earher ones in the series. The de­
velopment of defensive armour is to be noted on the reverse, the tight fitting jupon 
has gone and in its place is a globular breastplate, the visored helm has been replaced 
by one with an ugly jutting chin piece. On the obverse the plain cross on the shield 
of St. Michael is replaced by some indeterminate charges which I cannot decipher. 
The seal is S.B.M. i, 2492 ; S.D. pi. iv, nos. 5 and 6.



m itre from between tbe horns of w hich issues h is crest of a  b u ll's  
head. H e brandishes a sword in h is r igh t hand and bears a sh ield  on 
h is le ft arm. The horse, caparisoned and w earing a fan crest, is  
shewn gallop ing  over a field pied w ith  daisies. The sh ield  and horse 
trappings are emblasoned w ith a saltire charged w ith  a gim m el- 
ring, ’The field of the seal is diapered w ith a floral pattern  (Durham  
Seals, 54):

™ b t* tn » .:b H :g r H r ia :* £ ig * 0 g u g :b u n .e lu u n !3 is .
3154. R obert Neville68 . . . . . . 2-6 P ont. 7; Loc. x x v ,  60.

S ign et, round, f /;, arm orial, a sa ltire charged w ith  a g im m el-rin g, on
label— zn : : i i f f ir .

3155. R obert Ne v i l l e .......................................................................Loc. x x v ,  64.
Signet, round* ±", a gimmel-ring, within it ru, around it  . . . . uzz.

3156. Robert N e v i l l e ..............................................................................  M isc. 6367.
S ig n et, round, arm orial, a sa ltire  charged w ith  a g im m el-rin g, be­

neath the shield is  a like rin g , and on a label around th e sh ield —.ert; 
g xsrr  : a f f ie .  (Durham Seals, 54.) ■

3157. Lawrence B ooth89 . . 4-6 P ont. 15; 2-7 P ont. 16; 1-13 P on t. 12; 1-2
Arch. Northd. 32; Loc. x v i i i , 18.

O val, 3ffx 2 ff, Our Lady robed and crowned seated beneath  a decorated  
canopy, in her r ig h t hand she holds a sceptre term in atin g  in a fleur- 
de-lys. T he child  Christ stands, encircled by her arm, upon her le ft  
knee. Above them  in a com partm ent o f the tracery is th e  F ather  
h old in g  Christ on the cross. In  a canopied niche on th e sin ister is St. 
C uthbert in mass vestm ents w ith crosier; b lessing, in a sim ilar niche 
on the dexter, is St. Oswald, robed and crowned, h old in g  sceptre 
in his r ig h t hand and orb in le ft. B eneath  is a dem i figure of th e  
bishop vested and w ith  crosier and m itre, supporting in fron t of him  
a shield of arms charged w ith three boars' heads w ithin  an en­
grailed  border. On his d exter side is  a shield of arms bearing a

08 This and the two next signets (nos. 3155, 3156) are excellent examples of 
that form of seal. They are composed of part, of the bishop’s armorials and bear 
his motto, ‘trusting in grace.’ There is no example of this bishop’s privy seal at 
Durham. I t is described P.L.A. x i, 297.

69 a .d . 1457-1476. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 91 ; L.N. in , 2 9 2 ; Scrip. Tres, 148 ; 
Lapsley, 46, 281; H.D. i, 417 ; S.D. i, lv i i i .  This seal is practically the same as 
his predecessor’s (no. 3152), but the impressions of it are poor and imperfect. The 
bishop’s shield which he holds himself instead of using an angelic supporter, as on 
3152, is blasoned silver three boars' heads erect and rased sable within, an engrailed 
border sable (Glover’s Ordinary). His brother William’s (archbishop of York) seal 
is no. 3242 in this catalogue.



chevron between three lions ram pant, on h is sin ister, a lik e  shield  
charged w ith  a cross between four lions ram pant (Durham Seals,
52):

s i g t l l n  : la u r  e n t i i  b o tju  iu i  : g r a t ia  : b u iu ln u u  
3158- L awrence B ooth70 (great seal in  chancery) . Loc. x m , 15; a .d . 1464. 

Obverse, round, 3", the bishop seated in  mass vestm ents and jew elled  
m itre, beneath  a canopy, his righ t hand b lessing, h is le ft hold ing his 
crosier. On th e  d exter side is a shield  of arms, a cross between four 
lions ram pant. On the sin ister a shield bearing three boars’ heads 
rased and erect w ith in  an en grailed  border (Durham  Seals, 54) : 

s ig i l ln m  : la u r e u r t i  : bai bt  : h u u t lm tn s is  : r p is r a p i  
Reverse, eq u estrian , the bishop in armour and coronetted helm et from  

w hich issues a m itre w ith  a  bush of feathers for crest. H is righ t 
hand holds the reins, his le ft grasps a d agger at h is side and a shield  
of arms is on his le ft arm. The horse is fu lly  caparisoned. Shield  
and horse trap p in gs are em blasoned w ith  a chevron between three 
lions ram pant (Durham  Seals, 54):

s ig i l lu m ':  htur.cn .tti : haihz : hu ur h u m  s i  s : r g if im g i .
3159. W illiam D udley7 1 ...................................................hoc. x ix ,  58; a .d . 1479.

Oval, 3£x 2" , Our L ady crowned and robed seated in a central niche 
w ith  canopy o f tabernacle work, th e  nimbed figure of the child  Christ 
stan d in g  on her r ig h t knee. In her le ft  hand she holds a lily . In  a 
lik e  niche on th e dexter side is th e crowned and robed figure of St. 
Oswald hold ing  a sceptre in h is r ig h t hand and orb w ith cross in his  
le ft. On the sin ister side is the figure of St. Cuthbert, b lessing, in

70 The impressions of this seal at Durham are very indistinct and on soft friable 
wax. I t is rather smaller than usual and much poorer in design. St. Michael and 
St. George have gone and their places taken by the shields of the see and of the bishop 
placed, rather ungracefully, half on and half off the tabernacle work at the sides of 
the throne. On the reverse the* horse gallops to the dexter, the first since Hatfield s 
to  face in that direction. Its trappings and attitude are strongly reminiscent of the 
reverse of Edward iv  great seal (no. 3045). I t w ill be noted that he is armed with 
the chevron between three ramping lions, the shield which appears below St. Oswald 
on the seals nos. 3152 and 3157.

71 a .d . 1476-1483. Beg. Sacr. Angl. 92 ; L.N. h i , 292 ; Scrip. Tres, 149 ; H.D. 
i, 443 ; S.D. i, l x .  Except for unimportant details this is the same as nos. 3152 and
3157. I t will be noted that in base the bishop kneels between, on the dexter the arms 
of the see, on the sinister his own shield. This latter is blasoned, quarterly i  and rv 
gold two lions passant azure (Dudley), i i  and i i i , silver a cross patonce azure3 for Sutton, 
barons of Dudley. See Papworth’s British Armorials, x, p. 148 ; Historic Peerage, 
ed. Courthope, p. 169 ; His seal is S.B.M. i? 2477,



mass vestm ents, and w ith  m itre and crosier. Above th e central niche 
is God the F ather holding Christ on the cross in  fron t of H im . B e­
neath , in the centre, in  a round arched com partm ent, is the bishop  

. kneeling in  mass vestm ents w ith crosier and m itre, praying. On h is  
dexter side is a shield of arms, a cross between four lions ram pant. 
On his sin ister is another shield  quarterly i  and iv . Two lions  
p assant, i i  and i i i  a cross patonoe (Durham  Seals, 52) : ■ 

s x £ H I . . . . : b & x £ i a b  u n 11 ra c u n x $ : rpfistrrjri.
3160. W illiam Dudley72 (great seal in chancery) . . 1-10 P ont. 7, 8, 10.

Obverse, round, th e bishop seated, beneath a canopy of rich tab er­
nacle work, in mass vestm ents, h is righ t hand b lessing, his le ft  
holding h is crosier. On his dexter is St. M ichael th e archangel, sword 
in hand and hold ing a shield  of arms. On his sin ister is St. George 
in armour spearing the dragon. Above in th e centre is th e F ather  
h old ing Christ on the cross. B eneath th e pedim ent of th e  throne is a 
shield of arms quarterly i  and iv  tw o lions passant, n  and i i i  a cross 
patonce (Durham Seals, 55):

lux lim n  Si : : lux : : £ l  ntin : : ,c p i s t a t u s  : : bxxu.elm.eusis  . .
Reverse, equestrian , the bishop in armour and visored helm , coronetted  

and w ith  m itre above from which rises h is crest of a hound's head. 
H is horse is armed and fu lly  caparisoned, and w ith  fan crest. H is  
shield  and horse trappings are blasoned w ith  h is arm orials as on 
the obverse. The field of seal is diapered w ith  a floral pattern  
(Durham  Seals, 55) :

fcrillmxts : hzx : g r a t ia  : e p i s c or p u s : b x u x e lm eu sis .
3161. W illiam Dudley73 (privy seal) . . . Loc. x i i i ,  16a ; a .d . 1478.

Round, 2", arm orial, quarterly i and iv  two lions passant, n  and iii

a cross flory. The shield is ensigned by a jewelled m itre surrounded  
by a coronet, the ribbons of the m itre appear at each side of the  
shield  (Durham Seals, 52) :

s ig i l ln m  : prifra. . . . : fn il l i  : bet : g r a t ia  : huu,rlm . . . .  
ep isr u p i

72 This seal is very similar in style and in design to bishop Neville’s great seal 
(no. 3153), it appears as if the engraver had been working from an impression 
of Neville’s. St. Michael’s shield bears the indeterminate charges noted on no. 3153. 
The border, with the legend, is wider and has ornate floral patterns between the 
words, which are in the close illegible style of black letter.

73 The most notable point in this seal is the noble jewelled and coronetted 
mitre with its embroidered and fringed infulae gracefully arranged on each side. 
The scroll upon which the legend is inscribed adds to the effect of a very beautiful 
seal. For note on the coronet surmounting the shield see P.L.A, x i, 297, and also * The 
Old Official Heraldry of Durham’ (Herald and Genealogist, v iii , 136). The seal is 
S.B.M. I, 2479 ; S.D. pi. v, no. 7.



3162. J ohn Sherwood74 (g reat seal in chancery) . . . 1-10 P ont. 9.
Obverse, round, 3 | ff, th e bishop seated on a throne beneath a trip le

canopy o f rich tabernacle work, vested in  alb, tunicle, chasuble, am ice 
and m itre, h is r ig h t hand b lessin g, h is le ft  hold ing  his crosier. Above 
him  is  God the F ath er hold ing  Christ on H is cross in fron t o f  H im . 
On th e d exter side is  Our L ady standing robed and crowned, th e  
child  Christ on her le ft arm, , a sceptre in  her righ t hand. On the  
sin ister is St. Catherine nim bed, and bearing a palm branch in her 
r ig h t hand. Beyond on the dexter side is a shield of arm s, a cross 
patonce. On th e sin ister  is another shield , a chevron, charged with  
a fleur-de-lys (? ) between three cinquefoils. Below  is a shield  quar­
ter ly  i  and iv  a cross patonce, n  and in  a chevron charged w ith  a 
fleur-de-lys (? ) between three pierced m olets. On each side o f the  
p edim ent o f th e  throne is a w inged dragon (Durham Seals, 55): 

j- 0 b a iv iv.es b ct : q x a t i h : c p x s c o p vv s : bit tv 11 m e tv s t s .
Reverse, equestrian, the bishop in arm our and helm et w ith coronet from  

which rises a m itre and crest (undecipherable). H is r igh t hand  
brandishes a . sword and on his le ft  arm is  a shield of arms. H is  
horse is armed and fu lly  caparisoned and bears a fan crest. H is  
shield  bears a chevron, charged w ith  a fleur-de-lys, between three 
cinquefoils ; h is horse's trappings are blasoned w ith a cross patonce 
quarterly w ith  th e above shield (Durham Seals, 55):

: j a h it tv tv i s : b £ v : 51 it t i a : e p i s c 0 p xv 3 * b vt it cl ivv 1 tv s x S .
3163. B ichard F ox75 . . 1-2 Arch. D unelm . 70; a.d . 1497; 1-2 Arch. Northd.

12; a .d . 1498.
O val, 3V; X > im perfect, Our Lady w ith  Christ seated beneath a 

canopy, above them  in a central niche is God the Father hold ing

74 a.d. 1484-1494. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 93 ; L.N. i i i ,  292 ; Scrip. Tres, 149 ; H.D. 
1, 449 ; S.D. 1. l x .  This is the only seal of this bishop at Durham. I t is very similar 
in general style to no. 3160, especially on the reverse, the armorials and name alone 
being changed. On the obverse St. Michael and St. George have disappeared and 
their places taken by Our Lady and St. Catherine, whilst on the outermost compart­
ment of the tracery at each side is a shield of the personal arms of the bishop jjth e  
lions at the pediment of the throne are replaced by two dragons. I assume that the 
cross patonce (?) on th e  dexter is a family quartering, not an official shield. If it  
were the latter it would be impaled not quartered. The blason of the bishop's arms 
is unknown. For the arms on his tomb at the English college in Rome see E .H ., p. 97. 
After his death his seals were offered to St. Cuthbert ‘ obtulit feretro sancti Cuthberti 
prout moris est' (Scrip. Tres, no. 00c 1, p. ccclxxxviii).

75 a.d. 1494-1501. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 94 ; L.N. i i i ,  292 ; Scrip. Tres, 150 ; H.D. 
1, 456; S.D. 1, l x i .  This seal is very different in style and m otive from its pre-



Christ on the cross; in front of H im  the Dove above th e head of the 
Father. On the dexter side in a niche is St. Cuthbert in mass vest­
m ents, w ith crosier, b lessin g; on the sin ister St. Oswald robed and 
crowned w ith  sceptre in h is r ig h t hand. Below on the dexter  
sid e is a shield o f arms, a cross between four lions ram pant, on the  
sin ister a shield bearing a pelican in her p iety. In  th e centre is the  
bishop praying (Durham Seals, 52) :

S I G I L L  . . R IC A R D  . . . .  D E I  . G R A   .......................

3164 . R ich ard  F o x 76 (great seal in chancery) . . . 2 -1 0  P ont. 1 , 4 , 5.
Obverse, round, - 3 f " ,  the bishop, in mass vestm ents, jew elled  m itre, 

w ith  crosier in le ft  hand and b lessin g  w ith  r igh t, seated beneath  a 
canopy. On the dexter side in a  niche is Our Lady robed and 
crowned, standing hold ing Christ; on th e sin ister is St. Cuthbert in 
m ass vestm ents and hold ing the head of St. Oswald. Beyond on the  
d exter is. a shield of arms, a plain  cross between four lions ram pant. 
On the sin ister a shield  bearing a pelican in her p ie ty . B elow  th e  
pedim ent of the throne is a sh ield , a cross between fou r lions ram ­
pant im paling a  pelican in  her p iety  (Durham Seals, 5 5 ) :

S IG IL L U M  : R IC A R D I : D E I  : G R A C IA  : D U N O L M E N S IS  : 
E P IS C O P I. *

Reverse, equestrian , the. b ish op . in fu ll armour. H is helm et is cor­
onetted and from it  issues a jewelled m itre w ith a plum e o f feathers  
for crest. H e brandishes a sword in h is r igh t hand and bears on his  
le ft arm an im paled shield  o f arms, charged as on the obverse. H is  
horse is armoured, bears a plum e of feathers on his head and is 
caparisoned in trappings bearing the bishop's arm orials im paled as 
on his shield  (Durham Seals, 5 5 ) :

S IG IL L U M  : R IC A R D I .* D E I  : G R A C IA  .* : D U N O L M E N S IS  :
E P IS C O P I.

decessors. The Gothic decoration has gone and we have in its place the classical 
style of the Renaissance with the legend in the beautiful Roman capitals of that era. 
The wheel has gone full circle and after three hundred years the style of letter we 
last met with on bishop’s Puiset’s (no. 3114a) seal once more is used. The seal is 
applied to the face of the deed, the only seal of dignity to be so affixed at Durham. 
This again is a reversion to an old method, not used in England, but in France previous 
to the eleventh century it was the usual method of sealing. (See Douet D ’Arcq, 
Collection de Sceaux, vol. i, p. xxiii.) The shield below St. Cuthbert is that of the 
see of Durham, that below St. Oswald bears the bishop’s private arms blasoned 
azure a pelican in her piety gold.

75 The influence of the classical style o': the Renaissance is again clearly visible 
on this seal, though the obverse shews in the canopies and figures traces of very 
debased Gothic. The legend is in the Roman capitals of the Renaissance.



3165. WiiiLiAM Senhottse77 . . 3-6 P ont. 13; 1-7 P ont. 16; M isc. 5847.
O val, 3" x  2n, Our Lady robed, crowned and nim bed, seated beneath a

canopy w ith  th e robed and nimbed figure o f th e  child  Christ stand­
in g  on her r ig h t knee. Above her in a niche beneath a canopy is the 
figure o f Our Lord, b lessing and hold ing orb w ith cross in h is le ft  
hand; on her dexter side in a niche is th e figure of St. Cuthbert in 
mass vestm ents hold ing  crosier in righ t hand, and St. Oswald's head  
in h is  le ft. On her sin ister side in a like niche is the figure of St. 
Oswald in p late armour and crowned, bearing a sceptre in h is le ft  
hand, and in h is  r igh t, a sword. B eneath , in th e centre, is the  
bishop kneeling in  mass vestm ents, and w ith m itre and crosier, pray­
in g . On his dexter is a shield charged w ith a cross between four 
lions ram pant. On his sin ister, a shield  quarterly in the first and 
fourth quarters, a bird (Durham Seals, 52) :

s i g i l l n  : fo il lm i : : g r a t ia  : ku ito lm  : t p i .
3166. W illiam Senhotjse...................................................1-14 P ont. 17; a .d . 1502.

S ign et, shield  shaped, a spurge (? ) surrounded by crosier heads
(Durham  Seals, 54) : -

3167. C h risto p h er  B ain b r id g e78 (great seal in  chancery) . 2-10 P ont. 6, 7, 8. 
Obverse, the same as th a t of bishop P ox (no. 3164), w ith  the legend

and arm orials altered. On the d exter is a sh ield  charged w ith a 
cross between four lions ram pant. On th e sinister is  a shield quar­
terly  i  and iv , tw o b attle  axes palew ays on a ch ief, tw o pierced  
m olets, n  and iii a squirrel. B eneath  the bishop is a shield  
couchee charged w ith  th e arms of the see as above, im paling B ain ­
bridge as above (Durham Seals, 56):

LEGEND OBLITERATED.

77 a .d . 1502-1505. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 94 ; L.N. m , 292 ; Scrip. Tres,. 151; H.D. 
i, 467 ; S.D. I, lxiv . This seal reverts to the Gothic style with niches and 
tabernacle work and is very similar to bishop Dudley's (no. 3159). The 
legend also returns to the close black letter type. I am unable to discover the 
blason of his shield on the sinister, that on the dexter below St. Cuthbert bears the 
arms of the see.

78 a.d. 1507-1508. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 96 ; L.N. i i i ,  293 ; Scrip. Tres, 151 ; H.D. 
I, 470; S.D. i, lx iv .  This is the only seal of this bishop at Durham. With the 
name and armorials altered, it is identical both on obverse and reverse with the 
great seal of bishop Pox (no. 3164). The arms are blasoned azure two battleaxes 
palways silver on a chief gold two pierced molets gules. The blason of the quarter with 
the squirrel I  Ho not know nor can I say for whom it  was borne. (See Papworth’s 
British Armorials, i, 11 ; Gent's. Mag., n.s., vol. xxxrv , p. 61.)



Reverse. The same as the reverse of the seal o f bishop F ox (no, 3164) 
w ith th e legend and arm orials altered. H is  shield  bears the arms of 
the see im paling h is own as on the obverse. The horse is armed and 
caparisoned; on its  hind quarters the arms of the see, a cross be­
tween four lions ram pant are em blasoned; on its  forequarters the  
arms of the bishop quarterly i  and iv , two b attle  axes palew ays on a 
chief tw o pierced m olets, n  and iii  a squirrel (Durham  Seals, 56) :

S I G I L L U M  I : C R IS T O F E R I : : B A I N B R ....................................................
M E N  .* : E P IS C O P I.

3168. Thomas R uthall79 . . . 1-12 P ont. 28; a .d . 1512; Loc. x v iii , 74.
Oval, im perfect, 3|" x (?), Our Lady, robed and crowned, seated

under a canopy hold ing th e  child  Christ. Above her in a canopied  
niche is the robed figure o f Our Lord w ith  cruciferous nim bus, his 
righ t hand b lessing, h is le ft hold ing orb w ith cross. In  a niche on 
th e  dexter side of the V irgin  is  St. Cuthbert as bishop, on the sin ister, 
St. Oswald in armour holding sword and sceptre. B eneath , in the  
centre, is the bishop kneeling in mass vestm ents, m itre and crosier 
and praying. On his dexter is a shield of arm s, a cross flory; be­
tween four lions ram pant; on the sin ister side a  shield  bearing a 
cross en grailed  between four birds, on a chief quarterly  tw o roses 
(Durham Seals, 56):

S I G I L L ........................ L L  . .  D . . . . .  .

3169. Cuthbert T unstall80 . . .  . 2 - 7  P ont. 17; a .d . 1555.
O val, 3f" x  2§", Our L ady, robed and crowned, seated beneath a canopy

79 a.d. 1509-1523. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 96; L.N. iii, 293; Scrip. Tres, 151; H.D. 
I, 477 ; S.D. i, lxv . There is a blending of Gothic and Renaissance style in this 
seal. I t is very imperfect, but enough remains to shew that it  has been well designed 
and well executed. The drapery of Our Lady’s robes is very graceful and the figures 
of Our Lord above and the kneeling bishop beneath, the latter especially, are full of 
character. The legend of which very little remains, seems to have been of a rather 
ornamental type of Roman capitals. It will be noticed that the arms of the see, on 
the dexter beneath St. Cuthbert have the cross flory and not a plain cross as, from 
its first appearance on the seal of bishop Neville (no. 3152), has been the in­
variable'rule. As will be seen later, the priors of Durham have always borne the 
cross patonce (not flory). I cannot suggest why it is flory here unless it be a desire 
for ornateness typical of the heraldry of the sixteenth century. The bishop’s own 
shield is an excellent example of that decadent art. It is blasoned party gold and 
azure a cross engrailed gold between four doves gold with sable collars, on a chief 
quarterly ermine and gold two roses gules.

80 a .d . 1530-1559. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 98; L.N. in , 293; Scrip. Tres, 155; H.D. 
I, 507 ; S.D. i, l x v i. There is no seal of cardinal Wolsey at Durham. He is the



w ith  the ch ild  C hrist on her le ft  arm. On the dexter side is the figure 
of S t. Cuthbert vested  and w ith  m itre, St. Oswald's head in righ t  
hand, crosier in  le ft. On the sin ister side is  St. Oswald crowned and 
in p la te  armour, a  sword in  his r ig h t hand, a  sceptre in  h is le ft. 
B eneath , in  the centre, is a gothic-shaped shield  charged w ith  three 
combs. The sh ield  is surm ounted by a jew elled  m itre w ith  ribbons; 
on the d exter sid e is a sh ield  bearing a cross flory between four lions 
ram pant. On the sin ister is a sim ilar shield b u t the cross plain  
(Durham Seals, 56) :

S I G I L L U M  : C U T H B E R T I : D U N E L M E N S IS  : E P IS C O P I.

3170. Cuthbert T unstall81 (g reat seal in  chancery) . . 3-3 P ont. 10;
a .d . 1542; [G-] D101.

Obverse, round, 3£7', the bishop, vested  and w ith  m itre and crosier, 
seated beneath a central canopy. On h is dexter is Our Lady w ith  the  
child  Christ on her le ft  arm, on th e sin ister is St. Cuthbert. Be­
yond th ese figures on each side is a shield  of a rm s; on the dexter a 
cross between four lions ram pant, on th e  sin ister a cross flory be­
tween four lions ram pant. Below is a shield  of goth ic  shape bearing  
a cross flory between four lions ram pant im paling 3 combs. The 
shield  is surm ounted by a m itre w ith  its  ribbons (Durham  Seals, 56) : 

S I G I L L U M  : C U T H B E P T I : D U N E L M E N S IS  : E P IS C O P I.

Reverse, equestrian , the bishop in plate armour and visored helm et 
which is surrounded by a coronet from  which a m itre rises. H e 
bears a sword in his r igh t hand and a shield on h is le ft arm. H is

first bishop not represented by at least one seal in this catalogue since Ranulph 
Flambard. This, the last, of the episcopal seals of dignity of the bishops of Durham 
in the treasury there, is a poor thing, ill designed and badly executed. I t is in part 
redeemed by the fine shield of the bishop's arms, ensigned with his jewelled mitre, 
in base and by the good type of Roman capitals of the legend. The shield on the 
dexter of the bishop's is, I suggest, borne for the priory, that on the sinister for the 
see of Durham ; but see note 66 in this part, and Longstaffe’s paper on ‘The Old 
Official Heraldry of Durham ’ in the Herald and Genealogist, vol. v iii , p. 31. The 
blason of the bishop’s shield is sable three combs silver. The seal is S.B.M. i, 2483 
S.D. pi. in , no. 7.

81 I t is unfortunate that this, the last of the bishops of Durham whose seal is 
preserved in the treasury of the dean and chapter, should be such a poor one. It 
seems to have no redeeming features and one’s only consolation is that the seals of 
the later post reformation bishops are even worse. The use of both the cross flory 
and the plain cross between the lions is to be noted on the obverse. TunstalTs is . 
the only seal on which they both appear, I think to symbolise both the priory and the 
see. The seal is S.B.M. i, 2495.



horse wears a fu ll caparison and a plum e of feathers as crest. Shield  
and trappings are emblasoned with a cross patonce between four lions 
rampant (Durham Seals, 56):

S I G I L L U M  I C U T H B E R T I : D U N E L M E N S IS  : E P IS C O F I,

3171. Oliver Cromwell8 la (seal for p alatinate of Durham) . [G] uncatalogued. 
Obverse, round, 3£", brown wax, equestrian , O liver the lord protector

bareheaded and in armour, a sword by his side and a baton in his 
righ t hand. Behind him and above the horse a cartouche w ith  the  
arms of the bishopric, a cross between four lions ram pant.

No legend.
Reverse, round, 3£", arm orial, a cross between four lions rampant.

1656 • AD  • B R E V IA  * IN  • E O D E M  COM • S IG IL L A N D  • 
D E P U T A T U M .

OFFICIALS OF THE BISHOPS OF DURHAM.
3172. Durham, officiality of the bishop of81b . . 3-2 Spec*

8, 12; a .d . 1244; 14 a .d . 1277; 1-1 Archiep*
11; a .d. 1277.

Oval, 2" x 1 i", the bishop seated on a throne in mass 
vestments, his right hand blessing, his left holding 
his crosier. Below is a demi figure praying and 
holding a vesica shaped object in his hands.

+  S ’ O F F IC IA L IT A T IS  I D U N O L M E N S I S :

E C C E .

3173. Durham, officiality of the bishop of82 . . 2-6 Pont.
1; a .d . 1374; 1-1 Arch. Dunelm. 7; 8 a .d .
1331; 2-1 Arch. Northd. 11; 14, 21; 1-1

81,1 This seal is used by Richard, lord protector, to a document dated 3 March, 
1658. But the date on the legend is 1656 and the effigy is that of Oliver. The 
document is printed Proceedings of Newcastle Antiquaries, 3 ser. vol. v, p. 19, and 
the seal illustrated on plate facing that page.

81b Charter no. 8 is printed N.C.H. v ii , p. 147.
82 The design and execution of this seal are admirable. The commanding 

attitude of the archangel, his graceful robes, the power expressed by the position of 
his wings, together with the flowing robes and attitude of dignified protestation of 
the Virgin, make a most effective composition. The severe simplicity of line of the 
conventional lily and vase, acts as a foil to the graceful robes of the two figures. 
The sense of reality is added to by the attitude of almost strained adoration of the 
praying figure .beneath. This fine example of thirteenth century art should be 
co mpared with the next seal where the same subject is treated in the fifteenth cen­
tury. S.B.M. 2504.



Spec. 70; 2-1 Spec. 8, 9; a .d . 1342, 2-2 Spec. 
12; 1-11 Spec. 13; 4-16 Spec. 34, 38, 39, 40, 
48; 4-3 Sacr. 6: 1-3 Spec, 41; 3-6 Spec. 38; 
4-16 Spec. 53, 55, 57; Mise 4148; a .d . 1344, 
4779; a .d. 1310,4970; a .d . 1285; L oc.1,48; 
1-2 Arch. Dunelm. 64; Loc. x ill . 10.

Oval, If" x If", The Annunciation, between our 
Lady and Gabriel is a pot out of which issues a 
long stemmed fleur-de-lys; benea h, under a 
canopy is the demi figure of a tonsured monk 
praying:

S I G I L L U M  I OF F I C l A L IT  A T I S : D O N E L M IE .

Secretum . . . . . .  Misc, 4290; a .d . 1285.
Oval, 1" x§", antique gem , a warrior, lean ing on shield, spear in 

right hand and w earing a helm et (P M ars):
*  S ................................................  b r e m p t o n e . 83r

3174. D urham, officiality of the bishop83 . . 1-1 Arch.
Dunelm. 14; 1 -2 Arch. Dunelm. 22; 1-1 Pont. 
8 ,9 ;  a .d . 1418; 1-3 Pont.; a .d. 1418; 3-4 
Spec. 5; a .d . 1436; 1-11 Spec. 29*; 1-15 
Spec. 3; a .d . 1514; 2-15 Spec. 17; a .d. 
1422; 2-16 Spec. 44; 4-16 Spec. 43, 48*;
4-6 Ebor. 3; a .d. 1425; 4-3 Sacr. 5; a .d. 
1419; Misc. 457; a .d . 1430; 994,7064.

Oval, I f "  x I f . "  The Annunciation, under a 
trefoiled canopy, between Our Lady and 
Gabriel is a pot with a lily in it. Beneath is 
a demi figure of a bishop praying.

s i 9 i 11 u : o f f i t i ;i I i t a t i s : b u n d  m i
This secretum is the same gem used by Adam of Brempton in a.d. 1284 

when vicar of Auckland, so presumably this is the same man. See no. 391 in this 
catalogue.

This seal treating of the same subject as no. 3173 is very different in design. 
There is more ornament and less conventionality but it is lacking in strength. The 
attitude of Gabriel is too cringing for an archangel whilst the Virgin with both 
hands raised seems to protest too much. The lily is truer to nature but not nearly 
so effective whilst the praying bishop beneath is monumental in his calm, very 
unlike the adoration expressed in every fine of the praying monk of the earlier 
seal. S.B.M. 2505.



3175. Durham , official of tlie bishop of M isc. 4256; a .d . 1313.
Oval, the Crucifixion, a figure to the dexter praying.

................................. V X  SC A  D E I . . . .  R E Q U .

3176. Durham , official o f the bishop of83a . . . M isc. 5387; a .d . 1372.
O val, ? x l£ " , im perfect. In  a central niche is the seated figure of a

bishop. H e is nimbed and wears mass vestm ents w ith  pall and m itre. 
H is r ig h t hand is b lessing, h is le ft holds a book on his knee. On 
the dexter* in a sm aller niche is the standing figure of a  man in mass 
vestm ents, h is r igh t hand b lessing, h is le ft hold ing a cross p atri­
archal. On the sin ister in a like niche is the robed figure of a woman 
holding a book in her le ft hand, and in her r ig h t a (? ). Above th e  
central niche is the dem i figure of Our Lady hold ing th e  child  
Christ, and on each side is a demi figure praying. B eneath  the  
central figure is the kneeling figure of a bishop in mass vestm ents 
and m itre praying. On his dexter is a shield  o f arms surm ounted by  
a crown. France (ancient) and E ngland quarterly on h is sin ister is  
another shield bearing a cross paty between th ree crowns—A star * 
below each shield .

. . .  ............................S I .  . I ’ x i  : P B R I C A R  [ D I N A L I S ] .

3177. Durham , officiality of the bishop of, in Northum berland84 . . Misc.
5232; a .d . 1456.

Oval, St. Cuthbert in mass vestm ents b lessing and hold ing St-
Oswald's head, in le ft hand, to  his breast.

Legend illeg ib le .
3178. Durham , officiality of St. Cuthbert in the diocese of York . . 2-1 Ebor.

27, 29; a .d . 1326; M isc. 4092; a .d . 1332.
Oval, l |" x l^ " , St. Cuthbert in mass vestm ents b lessin g, St. Oswald's 

head on his breast and hold ing crosier in his le ft hand. B eneath is a 
figure praying.

S ' O F F IC IA L IT  L IB E R T A T  : S C I  : C U T H B E R T I * T  * D IO C ’ E B O R .

83a A cardinal’s seal used by John Hakthorpe, official to the bishop of Durham 
(Thomas Hatfield), it is appended to a mandate to the official of the archdeacons of 
Durham and Northumberland. The various figures are difficult to identify and 
the legend is very imperfect and gives no help. The blason of the shield on the 
sinister is unknown. It resembles the shield attributed to St. Edward, king and 
martyr, azure a cross paty between four crowns gold. Probably it is a stray seal used 
by Hakthorpe, hut having nothing to do with his office.

84 The deed to which this is appended is the procuration of John Kirke for the 
election of a prior of Durham (John Burnaby, 1456-64). He says that because his 
own seal is unknown he has affixed the seal ‘ officialitatis jurisdictionis episcopi 
Dunelmensis in Northumbria.’ He was a monk of the cell at Holy Island. (Scrip. ■ 
Tres, cccxrx.)



3179. D u r h a m 85 (V icaria tu s in S p iritualibus Sede V acante) . . Loc. i ,  54-.
Oval, 2 " x l f //. A cross below which is a shield of arms, ten  roundels

within  a border engrailed , a branch is a t each side of shield. On 
the dexter side is a head in pointed m itre w ith  coronet, surm ounted by 
a cross (the tiara) on the sin ister is a m itred head (Durham  Seals,
53) :

s ’ VIC ARIATUS DUNOLM • IN : SPUALIBUS .* SEDE : VACANTE.
3180. Durham , com m issary of the bishop of. See G ilbert of S u thayk ,66 no.

2352.
3181. D urham , com m issary of the bishop o f87 . . .1 - 2  Arch. Dunelm .

51, 58; a .d . 1490.
Oval, 2 " x lf " .  The salutation  o f the V irg in , beneath is a dem i figure 

praying.
s ig i t I  .o f f i c i a l l y ..................-. . h im  rim  i.

3182. D urham , com m issaries of the bishop o f88 . . M isc. 415; a . d .  1312.
Round, If" . Two heads, th a t on the dexter th e crowned head of a

k in g , th a t on the sin ister the m itred head of a bishop.
S*COMISSA EPI DE SUBSIDS IT . . .  . N E S \

85 This is a loose seal, so unfortunately no exact date is available, but it  must 
have been used during the vacancy of the see in 1345 (14 April—7 Aug.) between the 
death of bishop Richard and the consecration of bishop Thomas Hatfield. The shield 
is a differenced one of la Zouche and probably that of a near relative of archbishop 
William la  Zouche of York (1342-52), it is  the same as that on the dexter of the ad 
causas seal of that prelate (no. 3231) and is evidently of the same date. The head 
on the dexter wearing the tiara appears to represent St. Peter as pope, that on the 
sinister is probably St. Cuthbert.

86 Now Southwick in the parish of Monkwearmouth. He is styled clerk and 
commissary official of the lord bishop of Durham. The deed names master Robert 
Avenel, then vicar of the lord bishop of Durham.

87 Used by William Cooke, styled commissary general of the lord bishop of 
Durham. The charter is given ‘ sub sigillo officii nostri.’

88 The seal is used by the commissaries * deputati ad recipiendum decimam 
provenientium omnium beneficiorum ecclesiasticorum secundum taxationam nunc 
currentem Domino Dunelmensi episcopo pro primo anno consecrationis suae’ 
(bishop Richard of Kellawe). The deed to which it  is attached is a receipt to 
master John de ITsle for 40s. from his church of Boldon, and 16s. 8d..for his 
portion in the church of Auckland (see no. 1604 and note 16). S.B.M. 2506.



3183. D urham, sequestrator and com m issary of the bishop o f80 . 4-18 Spec.
88; a.d . 1442 ; 3-3 Sacr. 26; a.d . 1425.

Oval, very im perfect, St. Cuthbert standing hold ing  St. O swald's  
head to h is breast.

Legend destroyed.
3184. D urham, sequestrator of the bishop of . . 1-2 Arch. N orthd. 26;

a.d . 1455.
Oval, If" XIV', im perfect, St. Cuthbert stan d in g  in  m ass vestm ents  

beneath a canopy, his right hand b lessing, h is le f t  hold ing  St. 
Oswald's head, h is  crosier at h is  le ft side.

s ’  it h tt i .
3185. D urham, sequestrator of the bishop o f30 . . 1-8 Spec. 36; a.d . 1474.

O val, I f ' 'x i i" ,  St. Cuthbert standing in a trefo iled  n iche , in  mass.
vestm ents, h is r ig h t hand b lessing, his le ft h old in g  S t. Oswald's 
head, h is crosier at h is le ft  side. B elow  is a shield  of arm s, three  
boars' heads erect rased :

. . . f f ir  : $ e g iu g f  ra t a r ts  : fciTtinlmir.
3186. Durham, sequestrator o f the bishop o f91 . . 1-11 Spec. 29*; a.d . 1514.

Oval, 2 " x li" , St. Cuthbert standing under a canopy, in  m ass v est­
m ents, -holding in le ft  hand the head of St. Oswald, and b lessin g  
w ith  his r igh t, his crosier is held  at h is  le f t  side, d iagonally . Below  
is a shield of arms, a cross patonce between four lions r a m p a n t:

g ig  il iu m  : orific • sc.qu.cstr at or t : tnu ifflm ir  
3186a. Durham, vicar-general of91a . . 1-6 P ont. 1; a .d . 1374; 2-1 Arch.

Northd. 12; a.d . 1371; 2-13 Spec. 18; a.d . 1343; 4-1 Spec. 46, 47, 48.
Oval, 2 i" x lf" , Our Lady robed and crowned, hold ing  the ch ild  C hrist, 

seated under a canopy of tabernacle work, on the d exter side of 
which is a crescent and- on th e sin ister a star. Below in  a canopied

89 Used by John Lounde, styled sequestrator and commissary general of the lord 
bishop of Durham (Neville), the seal is that of his office (sigillum officii nostri). 
He was chancellor of bishop Neville a.d. 1448-1456 (H.D. i, 416), and was again 
appointed by Edward iv , a.d. 1462 (ibid. p. 442).

90 Used by John Rudd, styled sequestrator of the lord Lawrence (Booth) bishop 
(of Durham). The shield in base is that of Lawrence Booth though it is without 
the engrailed border which appears on the bishop's own seal (no. 3157). S.B.M. 2509.

91 Used by master Christopher Werdale, styled commissary and sequestrator 
general of the bishop. The shield in base bears the arms of the see of Durham with  
the cross altered to patonce as it appears on bishop Ruthairs seal of dignity (no. 
3168). S.B.M. 2510.

91a To charters nos. 46, 47 and 48, this seal is  used by Alan of Shotlington, styled  
vicar-general. To charters nos. 1 and 12 it is used by William Famham, vicar- 
general, His private seals are nos. 951 and 952 in this catalogue.



niche on th e  d exter side is St. Oswald robed and crowned and hold­
in g  a sceptre in  h is r ig h t hand, on the sin ister side is St. Cuthbert
h is r ig h t hand b lessin g, h is  le ft  h old ing St. Oswald's head to  his
breast. B eneath  is a  monk praying :

s ’v iC A R II GENERALIS EPI DTJNELMENSIS.
3186b . D urham , v icar-general o f91b . . M isc. 2266; a .d . 1451; 1-2 Arch.

D unelm . 12, 30; 2-2 Arch. Dunelm . 1; 1-2 Arch. N orthd. 11, 23,
35; a .d . 1484; 1-8 Spec. 24, 25; Loc. xm , 11, 12, 13, 16; Loc. x x , 22.

Oval, 2£"xlf-", Our Lady robed and crowned seated beneath a  canopy. 
The ch ild  Christ stands on her righ t knee, and in her le ft  hand she 
holds a li ly . B en eath , is St. Cuthbert in mass vestm ents, seated, 
h old in g  St. Oswald's head in hisi righ t hand and his crosier in his  
le ft. On the d exter side is a shield of arms, a plain cross, on the  
sin ister a like shield , a cross between four lions rampant. B eneath  is 
a h a lf figure o f a bishop in mass vestm ents and w ith m itre and 
crosier, praying  (D urham  S eals, 56) :

s ig i lh u n  : b i t a r i i  : g m t r s U s  : bintcIm.en:.
B ISH O P S OF E L Y .92

3187. Geoffrey de B urgh9 2 4 ........................................................................... Spec. 28.
Oval, very im perfect, th e  bishop standing, , in mass vestm ents, blessing

w ith  h is r ig h t hand and holding crosier in h is left.
L egend destroyed.

3188. H tjgh of N orwohd93 . . . ■ • •  M isc. 1512; a.d . 1235. 
Oval, 2 f" x l£ " , the bishop in  mass vestm ents standing on a corbel,

b lessin g  w ith  his r ig h t hand, his le ft  hold ing  his crosier :
HUGO : DEI : G R ........................ SIS EPISCOPUS.

91b This seal is used in a.d . 1416 and 1421 by Thomas Lyes, dean of Auckland 
and vicar-general. See Visits. Line., app. it, pp. 209-10. Between a.d. 1439-1456 
it is used by John Norton. Thomas Lyes’s private seal is no. 1684 in this catalogue. 
The shield on the dexter I cannot explain or blason. I t often occurs in the later 
heraldry of Durham (see Herald and Genealogist, v i i i ,  148), that on the sinister bears 
the arms of the see.

92 A.rms— gules three crowns gold being the arms attributed to St. Awdrey, see 
note 96.

92a a .d . 1225-1228. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 56. He was archdeacon of Norwich and 
owed his preferment to the influence of his brother Hubert (M. Paris, n , 271 ; L.N. 
i, 328).

93 a.d. 1229-1254. .Reg. Sacr. Angl. 57. He was abbot of St. Edmondsbury. 
After his election as bishop he continued to wear the monastic habit, after his death 
he is called ‘flos nigrorum monachorum. ’ M. Paris n , 305 ; in , 337; L.N. I, 329 
S.B.M. 1496. Document printed Rites, p. 149.



Secretum, on tlie dexter side stands the robed, crowned and nimbed  
figure of St. Edmund holding sceptre in righ t hand and two arrows 
(P) in le ft, on the sin ister the robed, crowned and nim bed figure of 
St. Awdrey. B etween th e  figures is a church spire and above them  a 
head w ith  nimbus. Beneath is  a dem i figure of the bishop p rayin g .94

+  M E  ITTUET E D M U N D U S  E L D B E D E  S I M  .* P K E C E  M U N D TJS.

3189. H ugh  B alsham95 . . .  . . .2 -1  Archiep. 12; a .d . 1281; M isc.
1511.

Oval, 2g" x 1£", tho bishop standing on a very low pedestal vested in  
alb, stole, dalm atic w ith orphreys, amice, chasuble and low plain  
m itre, h is r igh t hand is  b lessing, h is le ft w ith  m aniple holds his  
crosier. On his dexter side is H , on the s in ister I I  :

*  S I G I L L U M  : H U G O N IS  • D E I • G R A  : E P I  : E L I E N S I S .

3190. W illiam of L outh9 6 ........................................................................... From  a  cast.
Oval, 3" x 2", the bishop stan d in g  on a pedestal beneath a crocketted

canopy w ith side sh afts, vested in alb, sto le, dalm atic, chasuble, 
amice and gloves. H o wears a low embroidered m itre, h is r igh t 
hand, on which is th e episcopal ring, is  b lessing, h is lo ft w ith  m aniple 
holds his crosier. On the dexter side in a sunk circular panel is th e  
crowned head of a woman w ith  W  above i t ; on the sin ister in a  like  
panel is a sim ilar crowned head w ith  iii  above it . B eneath  the

94 The dexter figure is St. Edmund, king and martyr, from whose tomb the 
abbey of Edmundsbury took its name (S.G.D. ii, 327). The figure on the sinister 
is that of St. Awdrey (Etheldreda), queen and abbess, who, with St. Peter, was the 
patron saint of E ly (S.C.D. ii , 363). Her saintliness is commemorated by tbe 
legend on a seal of one of the bishops of Ely, e th e ld k e d a . duos e h u s ta tu r  
vihgo  m ahitos {Seals, 80).

95 a.d. 1257-1286. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 61. He was the sub-prior of E ly (L.N. 
i, 329). The H II in the field of the seal denotes thatv he was the second Hugh, 
bishop of Ely. The arms attributed to this bishop were paly gold and gules. This 
shield with the crowns of the see of. Ely in a border, forms the arms of Peterhouse

'college, Cambridge, of which Hugh was the founder. (E. H., 436.) S.B.M. 1489.
96 a.d. 1290-1298. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 67. I have included this, though it  is not 

in Durham treasury, because this bishop was archdeacon of Durham before prefer­
ment to Ely (L.N. r, 331). The heads at each side are the same and represent St. 
Awdrey. The shield in base is a very early example of armorials on an episcopal 
seal of dignity. It bears the arms of the see blasoned gules three croitms gold, attri­
buted in MS. Harleian 5852 to ‘Seynt Awdrwy’ (Heraldic Notices of Canterbury 
Cathedral, 67). See also E.H., pp. 8 and 180. The side shafts supporting the canopy 
are rare at this date, this being one of the earliest examples. S.B.M. 1500.



pedim ent, below  a trefoiled  arch, is a shield o f arms, three crowns. 
The field of the seal is diapered :

S 5 W I L L E L M I  : D E I : G R A  : E P IS C O P I . E L Y E N S I S .

3191. R ob ert O rfo r d 97 . . . . * * M isc. 1513; a .d . 1306.
Oval, 2 £ " x lf" , th e bishop standing* on a corbel, beneath a church like

canopy, in mass vestm ents, h is righ t hand is b lessing, h is le ft holds 
h is crosier. On th e dexter s id e is th e mitred head of a bishop, on the  
sin ister th e crowned head of a  queen. The field o f the seal is 
diapered in  a lozenge p a tte r n :

............................L U M  R O B E R T  . . E l  : G R A  : E P I* : E L  . . . .

BISHOP OF ENAGHHUNE.
3192. T homas978, . . . . - * • M isc. 1514.

Oval, 2 1/  x l£ " , the bishop stan d in g  in  mass vestm ents, h is r ig h t hand
b lessing, his le ft h old in g  h is cr o sie r :

S I U I L L U M  . . . . . .  IS  E P IS C O P I.

,Secretum, oval, lV 'x l" , the hand of .God blessing.
S E C R E T U M  T H O M E  E N  A C H D U N E N . E P I .

B ISH O P S OF L INCO LN .9 ?b
3193. H u g h  o f  W e lls 9 8 ............................................................  - 3-4 Ebor. 6.

Oval, very im perfect and bad im pression; the bishop standing . . .
Legend destroyed.

Secretum , very im perfect, Our Lady seated w ith  the child  C h r is t:
*¥ V I ................................ A T I  P A T R O N I S .

3194. Oliver Sutton90 . . 3-2 Ebor. 27; a.d . 1281; 3-4 Ebor. 26; a .d . 1288.
Oval, 3 " x lf " ,  th e bishop standing in mass vestm ents, h is r igh t hand

blessing, his le ft  hold ing  h is crosier. F ield  o f seal diapered w ith  a 
floral p attern: f

. . L I V E R U  . . . R A C IA  : L IN C O L N IE N S IS  : E P IS C O P U S .

97 a.d. 1302-1310. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 69. He was prior of Ely (L.N. r, 333).
97a Q{rm  a.d. 1210-1250. He is called Thomas 0  Meallaidh. The place is now

Annaghdown in co. Galway (Fast. Hib.). Indulgence printed Rites, p. 158, no. lv .
97b — gules two leopards of England- gold, on a chief azure Our Lady robed

and crowned seated, on a throne with the child Christ on her Icnee gold.
98 a.d. 1209-1235. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 5 4 ; L.N. ii , 9. He was archdeacon of 

Wells and chancellor of England (M. Paris ii , 120). S.B.M. 1712.
99 a.d. 1280-1299. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 65. He was dean of Lincoln (L.N. i i ,  12).

S.B.M. 1721.



3195. Oliver  Sutton100 . . . .  . M isc. 4162, 4870; a.d . 1296.
Oval, l l" x l£ " -  Our Lady w ith  Christ seated. B elow  is h a lf figure of 

th e bishop in  mass vestm ents p ra y in g :
c e l l  a  : d e i  : v e r i  : n o n  : s p n e  : p c e s  : o l i v e r i .

3196. Joh n  DaLderby101  ........................................ 3.3 E bor. 38; AJ> 1301
Oval, 3 ff x 2", th e  bishop standing in mass vestm ents and. m itre, his 

righ t hand b lessing, his le ft  hold ing his crosier. On th e dexter'side  
is a crescent w ith  IOH* below it , oh th e sin ister a star  w ith  I  below  
it . B eneath  on each side is a l i ly  in flower :* ’

s ’ IOHANNIS : DEI;: GRA : EPI : LINCOLNIENSIS. '
3197. H en ry  B u r g h e r s h 10* . . , 3-4 Ebor. 8, 19; a .d. 1331.

O val, 2,fx  , im perfect, Our Lady w ith  C hrist seated :
. . . .  ACHE . . . .

3198. J o h n B okingham105 . . ■ . . ■ . . 3-4 Ebor. 15; a.d . 1366.
Oval, 2f'7x  , im perfect, Our Lady sea ted / w ith in  a niche o f rich

tabernacle work, robed and crowned, the child  Christ stan d in g  on her 
le ft  knee. In  her r ig h t hand she holds a lily . B eneath  is th e  
bishop in  mass vestm ents praying.

Legend destroyed. * ■
3199.. J ohn B okingham104.................................................. 2-5 Ebor. 14; a.d . 1388.

Oval, 3f" x 2£". Above in ^ a  central niche of tabernacle work is our 
Lord seated , h is  righ t hand blessing, h is le f t  hold ing orb w ith  cross, 
b en eath  in  th e  centre is the bishop in mass vestm ents b lessing. On 
his d exter is  Our Lady, w ith Christ. On th e sin ister is th e figure of 
John the B aptist. Below in  th e centre is a shield o f arms, a cr o ss :

g r a t ia .I i t t 'e t f ln i£ t t s is .£ g ia t0p i.

- 100 This seal is also used as a counterseal. S.B.M. 1721.
101 a.d. 1300-1320. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 69. He was chancellor of Lincoln (L.N.

n» 12). S.B.M. 1727.
102 a.d. 1320-1340. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 72. He was a canon of York (L.N. i n

209).. S.B.M. 1736.
103 a.d. 1363-1398. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 79. He was dean of Lichfield and arch­

deacon of Northampton and of Buckingham (L.N. 11, 15). S.B.M. 1745.
104 A later and very fine seal. . The shield in base bears the bishop’s arms

blasoned gules a cross botony gold (Heraldic Notices of Canterbury Cathedral 18) 
S.B.M. 1741. ’



B ISH O P OF L L A N D A F F .104a
3200. W illiam de B urgh105 ...................................................................... M isc. 1497.

Oval, 2§" x l f ,  the bishop standing in mass vestm ents, his right hand
b lessing, h is  le ft hold ing h is cro sier :

*  s ’ w i l l ’I QUARTI DEI GRA LANDAVENS’ EPI.
BISHOPS OF LONDON.10611

3201. H enry W ingham106 . . Misc. 1523; a .d . 1260*
1524; a.d . 1262.

Oval, imperfect, the bishop standing in mass 
vestments, his right hand blessing, his left 
holding his crosier. On each side in a square 
panel is a leopard. The field of the seal is 
diapered with a lozenge pattern:

HENRI CUS : D E .............................
Secretum, oval, 2" x 1 J". A nimbed demi figure 

of St. Paul, rising from a battlemented tower, 
holding a sword in his right hand and a book 

in le ft. Beneath under a trefoiled  arch ie the demi figure of the 
bishop praying  :

+  TE : PRECOR : ESTO : BONUS . . . ICO : PAULE : PATRONUS.
3202. R ob ert F itz h u g h 107............................................. Loc. xxv, no. 73; a.d. 1436.

Round s ig n e t, f", a seated griffin w ith  legend above it  (illeg ib le).
B ISH O PS OF N O R W IC H .107a

3203. W alter Suffield108 . . . .  2-13 P ont. 5; M isc. 1515; a.d . 1254. 
Oval, 3 " x l§ " , the bishop in mass vestm ents standing, b lessing, his

10411 Arms—sable two crosiers saltireways gold and silver, on a chief azure three 
mitres with labels gold.

105 a.d. 1245-1253. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 59 ; L.N. i i ,  243. He was the fourth 
William to be bishop of Llandaff and states it in the legend in an unusual way. He 
is called ‘domini regis clericus’ (M. Paris I I , 493).

i05a Arms—gules two swords saltireways silver, hilts to the base, gold.
106 a.d. 1260-1262. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 62. He was dean of St. Martin1 s-le-grand 

and chancellor of England (L.N ii , 285). The leopards at each side, taken from the 
shield of England, possibly refer to this dignity. S.B.M. 1911, where a different 
secretum is described. Document no. 1523 printed Rites, p. 153, no. x xv .

107 a.d. 1431-1436. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 88. He was archdeacon of Northampton 
(L.N. II , 296). For an account of him, see Visits. Line., p. 107, note 2.

107:1 Arms—azure three mitres gold.
108 a.d . 1245-1257. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 5 9 ; L.N. i i , 461 ; M. Paris i i , 473 ;



crosier in his left hand. On each side 
in a hexagonal panel is a head, that on 
the left a bull’s, that on the right a 
lion’s. The field of seal is diapered.

WALTERUS : ..................................
Secretum, oval, 2"x 1|", Our Lord seated  

in Majesty blessing; a star on each 
side. Beneath is the bishop praying: 

+  HOC j TE • TORMENTO ; 
REDIMI ; WALTERS ; MEMENTO.

3204.

3 2 0 5 .

S.B.M. 2024, where the completion of the legend reads m iserac ion e : d iv in a  : 
n orw icen s • episcopus. In a charter of his printed in Handbook of Greek and Latin 
Palaeography, by Sir E. M, Thompson, p. 306, he is styled ‘Walterus miseracione 
divina Norwicensis Ecclesie minister humilis.’ Document no. 1515 printed Rites, 
p. 151, no. x ii .

109 a.d. 1278-1288. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 65. He was archdeacon of Canterbury. 
L.N. ii, 462. The heads are possibly those of the great East Anglian saints Awdrey 
and Edmund. The design of the seal, with the heads in roundels and full figures 
of saints standing below is, T think, unique. Ho was practically contemporary in 
date with bishop Robert of Holy Island of Durham, whoso flanking saints stand in 
canopied niches. See no. 3124 and pi. 49, S.B.M. 2030. Document no. 1516 
printed Rites, p. 155, no. x x x v i.

110 a.d . 1299-1325. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 69. He was prior of Ely. L.N. II, 462. 
The cathedral church of Ely was dedicated to SS. Peter and Awdrey (S.C.D. m , 
117). S.B.M. 2032.

W illiam Middleton109 . . Misc. 1516,
1517; a.d . 1278; 2-1 Archiep. 13; 
a.d . 1281.

Oval, 3" x 2", the bishop, in mass vest­
ments, standing blessing and with 
crosier in left hand. On the dexter 
side in a circular panel is the crowned 
head of a queen, on the sinister in a 
like panel is the bearded head of a 
man. Below on the dexter is the 
standing figure of St. John the B ap tist hold ing the Lamb of God, 
on the sin ister th a t of St. Lawrence holding a gridiron :

. IL L E L M U S  : DEI .* G R A . N O R W IC E N S  I S  : E P .

J ohn Salmon110  ................................................................. [G ] B65; a.d . 1321.
Oval, im perfect, the bishop standing in mass vestm ents, b lessing



and w ith  his crosier, on the dexter side is a draped and crowned 
wom an’ŝ  head (S t. Awdrey), on the sin ister is a bearded male head 
wearing*the tiara  (St. P eter as pope) :

. . . .  L L  . . . .  RA • EPI • NOR . . . .

BISHOP OF RAPHOE.
3206. C a r b r a c  111 . Misc. 1506; a.d. 1273.

Oval, 2J" x If", the bishop standing on
a bracket in mass vestments, bless­
ing and with his crosier:

SI GILL FRIS : CARBRICI 
RAT1IBOTENS : EPI.

BISHOP OF ROCHESTER.111*1
3207. Walter or Merton 112 , . . Misc.

816; a .d . 1277.
Oval, 2f" x If", the bishop standing 

on a corbel, in mass vestments, his 
right hand blessing, his left holds 
his crosier. On each side in a 
square panel is the mitred head of 
a bishop:

WALTERUS • DEI ■ GRACIA 
* ROFFENSIS • EPISCOPUS.

B ISH O PS OF S A L ISB U R Y .1124
3208. R o b e r t  N e v i l l e 1 1 3 ..............................................................................................Loc. x x v , 79.

Round sign et, f /;, a bird standing, above it  a plant w ith  flowers and
leaves, beneath on a label en grace a f f ir  (Durham Seals, 59).

111 a . d . 1266-1274. (?) He is called Carbrac O’Scoba and was a Dominican 
friar. Raphoe is in Donegal (Fasti. Hib. in , 346, 348). Document printed Rites, 
p. 154, no. x x x i.

ma Arms—silver on a saltire gules an escallop gold.
112 a . d . 1274-1277. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 64. He was chancellor of England and 

founder of Merton College, Oxford. L.N. n , 561 ; S.B.M. 2154. Seal is engraved 
‘ Priory of Finchale.1 S.S. 6, p. 189 ; Indulgence printed Rites, p. 154, no. x x x in .

112a Arms—azure Our Lady standing robed and crowned, the child Christ in her 
arm,s, all gold.

113 a . d . 1427-1438. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 87. He was provost of Beverley and was 
translated to Durham in 1438 (L.N. n , 603). His Durham seals are nos. 3152 to 
3156,



3209/ ‘R obert N eville114 . . . . . . . . Loc. x x v ,  67.
Round sign et, two interlaced rings, w ith in  them  rn -  on scroll is 
t it g r net vrftiz.

3210. W illiam  A y sco u gh 113  .............................................................Loc. x x v , 80.
S ign et, §", Our Lady seated hold ing the child  Christ.

L egend destroyed.

‘ : B ISH O P OF SODOR, MAN A N D  TH E  IS L E S .115a
3211. R ich a rd 116 .     M isc. 814 circa; a .d. 1253.

Oval,' 2/'x l f " ,  the bishop standing in mass vestm ents, blessing, and w ith
his crosier : ■

V- . . . D I  * E P I * SO D O R E N  * M A N E N  I N ..................117

Secretum , f" x f" , antique gem . The head of a h o rse  en d in g  in a bearded  
human head :

' , . . +  ASCENDE CALUE AS . . . ALVE.
B ISH O PS OF W IN C H E ST E R .117®

3212. John Sandale118 . . . . . . . Loo. x ix , 49 ; a .d . 1318.
Oval,* 2 f ;/ x  l£ ff, in a central niche beneath a canopy Our Lady seated ,

hold ing  Christ, below on the dexter side St. P eter, on the sin ister side

114 Same as the signet which he uses when bishop of Durham no, 3155.
115 a .d . 1438-1450. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 88 ; L.N. i i , 603.
nsa Arms— gules between two pillars silver, Our Lady robed and crowned standing 

holding a church in her right hand, in base the arms of Man.
116 a.d. 1253-1274. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 211; L.N. i i i , 324 ; A.S.S. n , 1103. In ­

dulgence printed Rites, p. 151, no. v ii.
117 This legend shews that as early as the 13th century the bishops of this diocese 

used the title of Sodor, Man and the. Isles. They were usually known in early-times : 
as bishops of the Isles. But they were sometimes called bishops of Man and the 
Isles, bishops of the Hebrides (Hebudensis), or bishops of Sodor (i.e. the Southern 
isles). -The bishopric was in the archdiocese of Trondhjem till 1266.

ii7u For an account of the seals of the bishops of Winchester, see paper by 
Allan Wyon in the Journal of the British Archaeological Association, vol. I, n.s., p. 
101. , Aims— gules two keys bendways gold and silver between them in bend sinister a 
sword silver the hilt in base gold.

118 a . d .  1316-1319. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 71. He was dean of St. Paul’s and after­
wards chancellor of England. L.N. m , 12. SS. Peter and Paul were the patron 
saints of Winchester cathedral. SS. Amphibalus and Swithin are occasionally 
associated with them (S.C.D. in , 30S). The shields at each side presumably bear 
the bishop’s arms, but the blason is unknown. See also Journal of British 
Archaelogical Association, n.s., I, pi. in , fig. 17.



St. P a u l, ou each side a shield  of arms, erm ine on a chief a  lion  
passant. B eneath  is the bishop in mass vestm ents praying :

P R IS T O  : S I T  : G R A T U S I  : . . S A  D A  : P O -----------

R igaud d ’ A cheres119 . . . . . .  M isc. 4063; a.d . 1321.
O val, 2 £ " x lf" , in a double niche beneath canopies on the dexter side 

St. P eter, on the sin ister St. P au l. In  the centre above them  is the  
coronation of the V irg in . B eneath  is a demi figure of the bishop  
praying. On th e dexter side o f the central figures is a shield  o f 
arm s, a lion ram pant, on the sin ister a shield  bearing a crescent 
between three stars (Durham  Seals, 59) :

P E T R E  . P R E C E S  . A U D I  . P R E C O R  . E T  . T U  . P A U L E  .

R IG A U D I .

3214. R igatxd d 5 A cheres120 M isc. 3593; a .d . 1321; 5043; a.d . 1320.
O val, l ! ;/x l i " ,  a robed figure w ith  nim bus, kneeling and looking up to

a cross paty , behind him  is a figure in  short dress and w ith  satchel 
h olding a stone w ith  h is r ig h t hand. B eneath  is a figure praying, 
and behind him  a shield  of arms a lion rampant. The field diapered 
w ith  a lozenge pattern  (Durham  Seals, 59) :

S ’ R I G A U  C A M  . A  . . . . P A L A C II  AD  C A U S A S .

3215. Stephen Gardiner1 2 1 ....................................................... M isc. 207; a.d . 1553.
R ound, f", arm orial, arms of the see o f W inchester im paling a cross

between four griffins' heads rased. The shield  is surrounded by the  
garter w ith  m otto.

119 a.d. 1320-1323. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 72: L.N. m , 13. He was canon of 
Orleans, D.C.L., auditor of the papal palace, papal chaplain and sent to England 

(as papal envoy a.d. 1317 (Cal. Pap. i i ,  126-127); canon of London a.d. 1317 (ibid. 
ii , 152); canon of Salisbury a.d . 1319 (ibid. 186) ;  master of the schools at Orleans 
and papal nuncio a.d. 1319 (ibid. 189); rector of St. Stephen’s, Toulouse, a.d.! 1319 
(ibid. 190); bishop elect of Winchester, 12 Dec., 1319 (ibid. 191); died at Avignon 
12 April, 1323 (L.N. in , 13). The dexter shield of the lion rampant is presumably 
the bishop’s own. The sinister I cannot place.

120 This seal apparently depicts the martyrdom of St. Stephen. The shield of 
arms again is that of the bishop. I t is his seal for the business of his office as papal 
nuncio. He is styled in this deed ‘R. Episcopus Winton., Dni. Nostri Papae Nuncius 
in Anglia.’

121 a.d. 1531-1555. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 99 ; L.N. i i i ,  17. His arms are blasoned, 
azure a cross gold between four griffin's heads rased silver.

3213.



B ISH O P OF WORCESTER*:121*
3216. R o g er122 1-3 P ont. 9; a .d . 1174; 2-2 Spec. 2.

Oval, S ^ x l f " ,  the bishop standing- in  mass vestm ents b lessin g  and
hold ing  his crosier :

R O G E R U S  . D E I . G R A C IA  . W I G O R N E N S I S  . E P C .

Secretum, oval, F 'x f" , antique gem , tw o figures, one stan d in g , one 
s itt in g .

S I G I L L U M  R O G E R I.

ARCHBISH O PS OF Y O R K .122*
3217. T homas123 . . . . ' . . . . . 1 - 1  Archiep. 1.

Oval, very im perfect, the archbishop in  mass vestm ents standing .
Legend destroyed.

3218. T htjrstan1 2 4    . . 1 - 1  Archiep. 7.
O val, 3£" x  2|" (greatly  decayed), the archbishop vested  in  alb, dalm atic,

chasuble and a low plain  m itre. H is r ig h t hand is b lessin g  and his  
le ft holds a crosier :

. . G IL L U M  T U R S T IN I  . D E I ..................S IS  A R C H IE P IS C O P I .

121a Arms—silver ten roundels gules, the shield of bishop Giffard ( a . d . 1268-1302).
122 a .d . 1164^1179. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 49. He was son of Robert, first earl of 

Gloucester, who was a natural son of Henry i. L.N. in , 50 ; O.B. i i , 9 ; Historic 
Peerage, ed. Courthope, 213 ; M. Paris I, 411. The seal is S.B.M. 2275.

122a Arms—gules two keys addorsed saltireways, the wards upwards, silver, between 
them in chief a crown of gold; originally the crown was the papal tiara. See also 
note 142 in this catalogue.

123 a . d . 1070-1100. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 38 ; L.N. i i i ,  97. He was a canon and 
treasurer of the church of Bayeux. M. Paris i, 17 ; Fast. Ebor. 146; V.C.H. 
Yorks, i i i ,  9 ; Hist. Ch. York, ii , 99. The seal and document are spurious, though 
of early date (W.G.). The seal is very imperfect and almost entirely defaced.

124 a . d . 1119-1140. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 4 3 ; L.N. i i i ,  98. He was a canon of 
St. Paul’s and chaplain to Henry I. M. Paris i, 217 et passim; Fast. Ebor. 170; 
V.C.H. Yorks, in , 14; Hist. Ch. York, ii , 129. The seal is engraved, though not 
quite accurately, A.S.R. x iv , 69. See also P.L.A. x i i i , 47. Like all the early arch­
bishops he is represented bearing a crosier. His cross would be carried in front of 
him in processions, on this see M. Paris i, 238, who relates that when Thurstan was 
not allowed to crown the king at Windsor, his cross bearer (lator crucis) was igno- 
miniously (contemptibiliter) turned out of the chapel.



3219. W illiam F itzherbert125 .   4-1 Archiep. 7.
r O val, 3£'(x , the archbishop standing vested in  alb, dalm atic, chasuble

■ and. low m itr e / h is r ig h t hand 'is b lessin g, His le ft  hold ing his  
crosier :'

. - . L E L M  . . . G R A T IA  - . A R C H IE P IS C O P I .

Secretum , round, in d istin ct and undecipherable.
R oger op P ont-l’E veqtje126............................................. 1-1' Archiep. 4, 5, 6.

O val, 3§'/ x2§", th e archbishop stan d in g  vested in  a lb , dalm atic, 
chasuble, amice and a low m itre w ith  ribbons. H is r ig h t hand is  
b lessin g , h is le f t  from  w hich  the m aniple fa lls , holds his crosier :

+  S I G I L L U M  R O G E R I D E I G R A T IA  E B O R A C E N S IS  
A R C H IE P IS C O P I ,

Secretum , ova l, l | x | " ,  antique gem . The head of a m onster,. like an 
elephant, formed of three human heads (Durham  Seals, 58) :

+  C A P U T  N O S T R U  T R I N IT A S  E S T .

Geoffrey127 . . . . . 2-1 Archiep. 25, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33.
Oval, 3"x2", the archbishop stan d in g  on a bracket vested in alb,

125 a.d . 1143-1154. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 47 ; L.N. i i i ,  99, 100. He was a nephew 
of king Stephen, chancellor and afterwards treasurer of York. M. Paris I, 264, 298 ; 
Fast. Ebor. 220 ; V.C.H. Yorks, i i i ,  17.; Hist. Ch. York, ii, 270. He was canonised 
a,d. 1284. See Fast.,Ebor. 227, and M. Paris ii , 256. The seal is engraved A.S.R. 
x iv , 227, and described P.L.A. x i i i ,  47. The arms, afterwards attributed to him, 
were used on'the seal of the college founded in his memory at York, blasoned gules 
seven voided lozenges gold (E.H. 393). These are the arms of the de Quinceys, earls 
of Winchester, and afterwards of Ferrers of Groby. I t  would seem likely that the 
shield- was taken from that of Fitzwilliam, who bore lozengy silver and gules.

126 a.d. 1154-1181. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 47 ; L.N. i i i ,  100. He was archdeacon 
of Canterbury. M. Paris i, 298, 421; Fast. Ebor. 233 V.C.H. Yorks, i i i ,  18; 
The seal is engraved A.S.R. xrv, 72, see also P.L.A. s i i i ,  48, and S.B.M. no. 2302: 
The secretum is the first used by the archbishops of York, and is a very interesting 
example of those strange devices known as grylli or chimerae formed of portions of 
animals combined into one monster,- in this case into the head and trunk of an animal 
like an elephant. I t is composed of a youthful head, a man’s head with classic 
features and a pointed beard, and of a low type of satyr-like head with beard. To 
us this appears a strange emblem‘of the Trinity but, remembering much of the 
sculpture of the late 12th century, the grotesque side would probably not be apparent 
to the user.

127 a .d . 1191-1212. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 51 ; L.N. iii , 101. He was a natural son 
of Henry ii , and had been bishop elect of Lincoln from 1173, though never conse­
crated. M. Paris ii , 3, 127 ; Fast. Ebor. 251; V.C.H. Yorks, iii , 20. The curious

3220.
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1 ' dalm atic, chasuble, amice and m itre, h is r ig h t hand b lessin g , his le ft
hold ing  his crosier (Durham Seals,- 57) :

S I G I L L U M  G A V F R ID I  . D E I . G R A C IA  . E B O R A C E N S IS -.
. A R C H IE P IS C O P I . ‘

Secretum , oval, l f ^ x l f " ,  a bare headed figure stan d in g  clothed in a 
- , * t ig h t  fittin g  coat w ith  sleeves, above which is a loose cloak fastened

. a t  the n eck .' He holds in his le f t  hand an object like a stap le, and in  
his r ig h t a crutch-like staff (Durham Seals, 57) :

S I G I L L U M  G A L F R ID I C L E R IC I . R E G IS  . A N G L O R U M  . F I L I I  .

3222. W alter Gray128 . . 2-1 Archiep. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 15,’ 19, 20; 3-1
■ ’ ' Archiep: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9; 2-4 P ont. 7; 4-1 F in e. 4, 8; 4-1 A rchiep. 6, 8,

14; Loc. x x x v , 13, 36.
. O val, 2 |" x lf" , the archbishop standing vested in alb, d alm atic w ith

orphreys, chasuble, amice and low m itre, his r ig h t hand b lessin g , h is
le ft  holding his crosier (Durham Seals, 57) :

S ’ W A L T E R I  D E I . G R A T IA  . E B O R A C E N S IS  . A R C H IE P IS C O P I .

Secretum , ova l, lf" x l£ " , h a lf figures o f St. P eter and St. P au l, a star 
between th eir  heads, above it  a palm branch (Durham  Seals, 57) : 

O R A T E  PRO N O B IS  S C I D E I A P O L 'i .

3223. Godfrey Ludham129 . . 2-13 P ont. 10; a .d . 1259; 2-1 Archiep. 27.
O val, 2 | //x l | //, the archbishop standing in mass vestm ents, h is r igh t

hand b lessing, his le ft hold ing his cross. On the dexter and sin ister

secretum is the same as he used as his seal when bishop elect of Lincoln (Arch, x x i, 
p. 31). See also A.S.R. x iv , 227; P.L.A. x m , 50, and S.B.M, 2303; and 
Stubb’s preface to vol. m ,  Chronicle of Richard of Hoveden (Rolls Series).

128 a . d .  1216—1255. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 54 ; L.N. m , 102. He was bishop of 
Worcester. " See Fast. Ebor. 279 ; M. Paris i i , 345 et passim ; V.C.H. Yorks: in , 22. 
His Register is published no. 56 S.S., where this seal is engraved as frontispiece. 
See also A.S.R, x i i i ,  220 ; P.L.A. x-ni, 50 ; S.B.M. 2304. On the secretum St. Paul 
holds a sword over his right shoulder and has a narrow pointed beard ; St. Peter 
holds two keys of a primitive type and has a quantity of curly hair both on his head 
and chin. - -

129 a . d . 1258-1264. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 61 ; L.N. i i i , 102. He was'dean of York.' 
See also P.L.A. x m , 50 ; Fast. Ebor. 300 ; V.C.H. Yorks, in , 28. The seal is S.B.M. 
2306. The secretum is used as a seal to charter 2-1 Archiep. 27. This is the first seal 
of the archbishops of York on which the rationale is shewn, and also the first on which 
the archbishop is shewn holding his archiepiscopal cross. Document no. 10 printed 
Rites, p. 153, no. x x n i. ' ' '



sides in sunk panels is a tonsured head. B eneath  the dexter head is
IV

DE. Beneath the sinister v a  : vs "
M E

G O D E E R ID U S  D E I G R A  . . . .  A R C H IE P IS C O P U S .

Secretum , 2 £ " x lf" , half figure of St. Peter stan d in g  between two  
pinnacles each surm ounted by a cross, hold ing keys in  h is r ig h t hand 
and book in  h is le ft. B elow  is the archbishop in mass vestm ents  
p rayin g  (Durham  S eals, 57) :

P A S T O R  : E B O R A C I : F A C T U S  : C O S E N C IO  : P A C I .

3224. W alter Giffard130 . . 2-1 Archiep. 2, 2*, 18, 22, 24; 3-1 Archiep. 1,
4, 10*, 12; 4-1 Archiep. 10, 15.

O val, 3f"x2£" , the archbishop stan d in g  on a carved corbel beneath a 
canopy, vested  in sandals, alb, sto le , dalm atic w ith  orphreys, p la in  
chasuble, apparelled am ice, rationale, pall w ith  five crosses p aty , 
g loves, r in g , m aniple and em broidered m itre; h is r ig h t hand is 

. b lessin g , h is le ft  holds h is crosier. On his dexter in a niche w ith  
crockets and finials is the figure of St. P au l, sword in r igh t hand and 
book (? ) in  le ft , on th e  sin ister is St. P eter, keys in  r igh t hand and 
book in le ft  (Durham  S eals, 57) :

+  W A L T E R U S  ; D E I  : G R A  : A R C H IE P ’ s .  E B O R A C  I 

A N G L i :  P R I M A S .

Secretum  (no. I )131 . . . .  3-1 Archiep. l a, l b, 10b; a.d. 1267:
O val, l f " x l f " ,  antique gem . Two busts in profile, the one w ith  curled  

hair and beard, w earing a fille t, the second, appearing beyond it , w ith  
long  stra ig h t beard (Durham  Seals, 57) :

S I G I L L U M  : S E C R E T I W A L T E R I  : G IF E A R D I .

130 a .d . 1266-1279. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 62 ; L.N. i i i , 103. He was bishop of 
Bath and Wells. See also A.S.R. x v , 216 ; P.L.A. x m , 51; Fast. Ebor. 302 ; 
V.C.H. Yorks, i i i , 28. The seal is S.B.M. 2308. Archbishop Giffard’s Register is 
printed 109 S.S. This is the first of the seals of the archbishops of York upon  
which the title Angliae Primas appears. I t first appears on the seals of the arch­
bishops of Canterbury on that of Richard, a . d . 1174-1184. See also no. 3091a m  
this catalogue.

131 This gem Mr. King (.Handbook of Engraved Gems, p. 221) considers to have 
represented Marcus Aurelius and his teacher Plato. I t  is a very interesting adapta­
tion to Christian use of a classical subject as the heads were used by the archbishop 
to represent the heads of SS. Peter and Paul. The workmanship and design of the 
gem is stiff and inartistic and not of the best period of gem engraving.



Secretum  (no. 2 ) ....................................................... 3-1 A rchiep. 1°, l d; a .d . 1267.
Oval, 2|" x  I f" / the sam e gem  as no. 1 b u t in  a different se ttin g , above 

it  is the dem i figure of Christ w ith  cruciferous n im bus, below is  the  
demi figure o f the archbishop praying  (Durham  Seals, 57) : 

W A L T E R U M . D O T A N T . QTJOS, D U O . S IG N A  N O T A N T .

Secretum  (no. 3 ) ................................................................................ .3 - 1  Archiep. 4.
Round, I " , antique gem , a lion w alk in g  (Durham  Seals, 59) :

S ’ W A L T E R  I : A R C H IE P I  : E B O R ’ . .

3225. W alter Giffard132 . . .3 -1  Archiep. 10b; a.d . 1268; 2-1 Ebor. 31.
Oval, 2§/'x lV /J th e archbishop stan d in g  in mass vestm ents and low

m itre, his r ig h t hand b lessin g, h is le ft  hold ing crosier :
W A L T E R U S . D E I . G R A C IA . E B O R A C E N ’ E C C ’ e  M I N I S T E R .

3226. W illiam W ickwane133............................................. 4-1 Ebor. 4a, 4b; a.d . 1279.
O val, 3 | /; x  2", the archbishop standing on a carved corbel beneath a

church like canopy in mass vestm ents, his r ig h t hand b lessin g, his 
le ft hold ing staff w ith  cross; on his dexter side is  a sword w ith  a 
quatrefoil above i t  in which is the head of St; P a u l, on the sin ister  
tw o keys w ith, a like flower above them  w ith  the head of St. P eter. 

Legend destroyed.
3227. J ohn le R omeyn134 . . 1-2 Archiep. 9; 2-3 Archiep. 4; 4-2 Archiep. 3.

Oval, 3|" x2" , the archbishop standing on a bracket beneath a church-
like canopy, vested in alb, dalm atic, chasuble, p a ll, am ice and m itre, 
h is r ig h t hand b lessin g, his le ft  holding his cross. On his dexter side 
is the head of St. P eter (? ), on his sin ister the head of St. P au l (? ), 
each in a raised quatrefoiled panel (Durham  Seals, 57) :

. s : i o h i s  . . . a  : e b o r a c e n .  a r c h i e p i  : a ’ g l i e  : p ’ m a t i s  :

3228. W illiam Greenfield1 3 5 ....................................................... 2-13 P ont. 5, 8, 11.
O val, 3 |" x l£ " , the archbishop standing on a corbel beneath  a canopy

132 Xh.e vestments on this seal are plainer than on no. 3224— there is no pall 
nor rationale only a straight line of orphrey down the centre of the chasuble. The 
title m in is te r  is to be noted, it is the only episcopal seal, that I know of, on which 
the word is used. The seal is S.B.M. 2307, where a secretum to it is described.

133 a .d . 1279-1285. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 65 ; L.N. i l l ,  103. He was chancellor of 
York. See P.L.A. x iii , 53; Fast. Ebor. 317; S.B.M. 2310; V.C.H. Yorks, i l l ,  31. 
His Register is printed S.S. no. 114.

134 a.d . 1286-1296. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 67. He was canon of York and precentor 
of Lincoln. L.N. i l l ,  104. See P.L.A. x iii , 53 ; Fast. Ebor. 327 ; V.C.H. Yorks. 
i i i , 32 ; S.B.M. 2311. His Register (first volume) is published 123 S.S.

135a .d . 1306-1315. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 70; L.N. i l l ,  105. He was dean of 
Chichester and chancellor of England. See P.L.A. x iii , 54 ; Fast. Ebor. 361 ; S.B.M. 
2314 ; V.C.H. Yorks, in , 35.



w ith  spires and crockets, th e low er p art term inating  in  dragons' 
heads. H e is vested  in alb, stole, dalm atic with qrphreys, chasuble, 
am ice, pall, g loves, m aniple, rin g  and sandals. ‘H e w ears.a  jewelled  
m itre. H is r igh t hand is b lessing, h is  le ft holds his staff w ith cross. 
On his dexter side, is th e  head o f St. P eter, w ith  tw o keys beneath.

■ On th e sin ister th e head of St. P au l w ith  a sword beneath (Durham  
S eals, 57): .

S* W I L L I  D E I : G R A  : E B O R A C E N C IS  : A R C H IE P I  : A N G L * : 
P R I M A T I S . .

322$. W illiam of Melton136 . . 4-1 Archiep. 2, 5, 18; 2-13 P ont. 7; a.d .
1334; 4-1 Archiep. 2a, 2b, 2°.

Oval, 3§'; X 2", th e archbishop, stan d in g  on a bracket, beneath a church 
like canopy, vested in  apparelled alb,° dalm atic w ith orphreys, 
chasuble, pall, am ice, sandals, g loves, rin g  and m itre, his righ t hand  
blesses, h is le ft  holds h is cross. On his dexter side is the head o f  
St. P au l, above it  S 'PA , on sin ister th e  head of St. P eter above it  
S'PE. Both  heads are in a six foiled panel w ithin  a circular one; 
th e field of the seal is  diapered (Durham Seals, 58):

W I L L E L M U S  :D E I .  G R A . E B O R A C E N ^ IS . A R C H I E P S . A N G L IE .

' * P R I M A S .

Secretum, oval, 2f" x l f " ,  Saints P eter and P au l standing, each under 
a canopy, w ith  side sh afts, above is  a shield o f arms, E ngland, 
beneath is th e archbishop in mass vestm ents and m itre, holding  
h is cross and praying (Durham Seals, 58):

P R O T E G E  P E T R E  P E T O  W I L L E L M U M  P A U L E  P A  V E T O .

3230. W illiam la Zotjche1 3 7 ........................................ 1-2 Archiep. 1; a.d . 1345.
O val, very im perfect, th e archbishop stan d in g  in tracery of rich taber­

nacle work, in  mass vestm ents. On h is dexter side is a shield of arms

136 a.d . 1317-1340. Beg. Sacr. Angl. 72. He was prebendary of Lincoln, canon 
of York and provost of Beverley. L.N. i i i ,  106; V.C.H. Yorks, i i i ,  36. He held , 
the offices of chancellor of England, and treasurer of the exchequer. - The shield of 
England on the secretum may refer to the high offices he held, but on the question 
of the use of the royal shield on episcopal seals see P.L.A. x i, 280 ; ibid. x i i i ,  56. , 
See Fast. Ebor. 397. The seal is S.B.M. 2315. Document no. 7 printed Rites, 
p. 158, no. l i i i .  ,

137 a.d. 1342-1352. Beg. Sacr. Angl. 75. He was dean of York (L.N. i l l ,  106). , 
The shield of arms on the sinister bears the undifferenced arms of la Zouche blasoned 
gules bezanty, that on the dexter bears the archbishop’s own shield the border, 
probably gules, being a mark of cadency. Fast. Ebor. 437 ; P.L.A. x i i i ,  57 ; S.B.M. * 
2317 ; V.C.H Yorks] in ,  38.



b ezan ty ' and a border engrailed , on b is sin ister is a shield o f arms 
■ bezanty.

. . . .  A R C H  . . . G L E . P * M A T I S .
3231. W illiam la Zouche138  .................................. 4-1 A rchiep. 12; a .d . 1347.

* Oval, 2£;/ x 1£", on the dexter side St, P eter, on th e  sin ister St. P aul
" * standing in niches o f rich tabernacle work w ith  canopies, above them

th e dem i figure o f Our Lady w ith  Christ. B eneath  are tw o shields  
^‘o f arms, on the dexter, bezanty and a border engrailed , on th e sin is­

ter, bezanty (Durham Seals, 58):
TESTIBTJS ; H IT S  : S IG N O  : CATJSAS : . . I V R G I A  . . . .  G N O .

3232. J ohn of Thoresby139 . . . 1 - 3  Archiep. 1; 4-2 A rchiep. 2.
Oval, 3 f " x 2\", th e  archbishop, standing in a central niche, beneath a

canopy of rich tabernacle work, vested  in alb, tu n icle, chasuble, ap­
parelled amice, pall and jew elled m itre, h is r igh t hand b lessin g, his 
le ft hold ing h is cross. In  a sm aller niche on the dexter is a h a lf
figure of St. Peter hold ing key, on th e  sin ister is a sim ilar figure of
St. P aul hold ing sword (Durham Seals, 58):

: s ’ i o h i s  : d e i  : g r a c i a  : e b o r a c e n . a r c h i e p i . a n g l i e  :
P R I M A T I S .

Secretum, 2 £ " x lf'/, SS.' Peter and P au l stan d in g  in n iches, below  
canopies of rich tabernacle work; beneath is th e archbishop in mass 
vestm ents praying (Durham Seals, 58):

s i s .  m al t  i s :  a n n i s :  p t f r r  irnr t t  pa a ir  i a j r a n i s .
3233. Alexander N eville1 4 0 ........................................ ....... ... 3-2 Archiep. 5, 6, 9.

O val, 3 § " x 2 jV t h e  archbishop stan d in g  in a central n iche of rich
138 This is the first of the seals ad causas used by the archbishops^of York. 

S.B.M. 2318.
139 a.d . 1352-1373. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 79. He was bishop of St. David’s and 

afterwards of Worcester. L.N. i i i , 107 ; P.L.A. x iii , 57 ; Fast. Ebor. 449 ; S.B.M. 
2319 ; V.C.H. Yorks, i i i , 39.

140 a.d. 1374-1388. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 80. He was the third son of Ralph lord 
Neville (a.d. 1331-1367), a canon of York and archdeacon of Durham. L.N. i i i ,  
107 ; V.C.H. Yorks, i l l ,  40. This is the last of the York seals of dignity on which 
the figure of the archbishop is the chief motive. I t is also the most ornate. The 
tabernacle work resembles a beautiful reredos with its tiers of canopied niches and 
saints. The shield in the base is Neville, with a crescent for cadency. The use of 
the royal shield is again difficult of explanation. See P.L.A. x i i i ,  58, and S.B.M. 
2322. The archbishop’s privy, seal (not secretum) is engraved P.L.A. x i i i ,  59, and 
described S.B.M. 2323. I t bears a shield of arms couchee, charged with a saltire 
differenced by a crescent, surmounted by a coronetted helmet upon which is the 
crest of a bull’s head. The helm is supported by two griffins. The legend which is 
partly defaced reads $ a U s a n h r i  b* tu t r i l l  . . . . . . . ir p r i m a l  i s  '



tracery beneath, a canopy,, vested in alb, tunicle, chasuble, appar­
elled amice, pall and jewelled mitre, hie right hand blessing, his left 
holding his staff with cross. Above him in a smaller niche is a demi 
figure of Our Lady robed and crowned, holding Christ, and with a 
bird (dove) sitting on her left shoulder. On each side of the arch­
bishop are two smaller canopied niches, one above the other. On 
the dexter is the figure of St. Paul, on the sinister that of St. Peter. 
Below each is an angel holding in front of him a shield of arms 
France and England quarterly; beneath these there is a crouching 
lion, beyond on each side in smaller niches with crocketed pinnacles 
are two smaller figures. Beneath the archbishop is a shield of arms, 
supported by two kneeling figures, a saltire with a crescent for differ­
ence (Durham Seals, 58) :

: s ’ i thsanbri  : bi : gra : nrrjitepi : ebo'rat angl ir  : p r i m a l 1 
aplite : s tb is  : l e g a l 1

3234. A le x a n d e r  N e v i l l e 1 4 1 .........................................3-2 Archiep. 4 ; a .d . 1375.
Oval, 2 f  " x I f " ,  an archbishop seated, in mass vestments, his right hand

blessing, his left holding his cross, ,above him is a demi figure of 
Our Lady with Christ, on his dexter side is St. Peter, on his sinister 
St. Paul; beneath is the archbishop in mass vestments praying; on 
his dexter side is a shield France (ancient) and England quarterly, on 
his sinister a shield, a saltire with crescent for difference (Durham 
Seals, 58):

b u m i r a n s a s  : an b i s ..................r ' franbis.
3235. H e n r y  B o w e t 1 4 2 ....................................................... 3-2 Archiep. 1 ; a .d . 1410.

Oval, 3 f ffx 2 " ,  in a central niche beneath a rich canopy, Our Lady,
crowned and robed, seated with the child Christ standing on her 
right knee, above her in a central niche is the Father holding Christ 
on ' the cross in front of Him , on each side of whom in a smaller 

• niche is the figure of an archbishop with mitre, pall and cross. On 
each side of Our Lady are two parallel niches; in the dexter ones 
are St. Peter and St. Andrew, in the sinister St. Paul and St. 
W illiam  of York (?). Beneath in a' sunk panel is the archbishop in 
mass vestments, with cross, praying, on hie dexter is a shield of 
arms, two keys in saltire with the tiara in chief between them, on 
the sinister a shield, three bucks' heads cabossed (Durham Seals, 59): 

s 1 Ij £ n r i ci bri gra.  : rbcr.  artfcitpi .  a ng l t ’ p ri ma ti s .

141 The archbishop’s seal for business— ad causas. It is of similar type to the 
Durham bishops’ seals for the same purpose.

142 a .d . 1407-1423. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 84. He was bishop of Bath and Wells. 
L.N. in , 109; V.C.H. Yorks, ill, 41. The saints represented are the patrons of the 
churches of his previous diocese and of the church of York, St. Andrew of Wells;



3236. H en ry  B o w e t142& (seal ad causas)  . . .3 -2  Archiep. 2, 3 ;  a .d , 1410.
Oval, 2 f / /x l i ' / . Two canopied niches, in the dexter one is Our Lady,

crowned and robed, standing, holding Christ. On the sinister is St. 
Peter standing, holding key in his right hand and book in left. 
Beneath is the archbishop praying, and’ in front of him, held, at each 
corner by a figure issuing out of a niche, is a shield of arms, three 
bucks' heads cabossed (Durham Seals, 58):

s ' jnnrici  jbarareit t a n s a s .

3237. H e n r y  B o w et  . . . . . . • . Loc. x x v , 51.
Oval signet, f " x £ ' ' ,  a buck's head cabossed T) between the horns.14*

3238. J ohn K emp144 . . . 2-3 Archiep. 5, 7 ;  1-3 Archiep. 6 ; Misc. 5840.
Oval, 3 £ " x 2 " ,  in a central niche of rich tabernacle work a figure

sitting in mass vestments with pall and tiara, his right hand bless­
ing, his left holding his cross (? St. Peter as the pope); above him, in

SS. Peter and Paul of Bath, and St. Peter of York (S.C.D. i i i ,  pp. 44, 298, 319). 
The two archbishops on each side of the emblem of the Trinity are probably St. 
Oswald or St. Wilfrid of York, and St. John of Beverley. The shield on the dexter 
bears the arms of the see of York (called modem) blasoned gules two keys addorsed 
saltireways silver in chief a croion gold, but on this seal and on that of archbishop 
Kemp (no. 3238) the crown is clearly the papal tiara. The shield first appears on 
the seal of archbishop Waldby (a .d . 1397), which is not here represented, who also 
used impaled with his own arms the shield of the see of York (called ancient) azure 
a pall silver edged gold charged with jive crosses paty fich y sable, behind it an 
archiepiscopal cross the staff‘ silver, the cross paty gold (E.H. 190). The shield on 
the sinister bears the arms of Bowet, silver three reindeers' heads cabossed sable (A.A. 
3rd ser., ill, 255). An inventory of the archbishop's goods is published 45 S.S. 
p. 69. See also 127 S.S. p. 135 et passim. There are two seals on this 
charter. The one attached by silk plaited cords, the other by a tag of parchment. 
The one on parchment is sunk in a large egg-shaped cup of white wax, the 
impression on the seal being in red. The edges of the cup are thick and the 
impression is sunk f "  below the edge.

142a S.B.M. 2330. Engraved P.L.A. x i i i ,  61.
143 The earliest signet used by the archbishops of York. It consists of one of 

the charges of his shield.
144 a .d . 1426-1452. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 86. He was bishop of London and was 

translated to Canterbury a .d . 1452. L.N. in , 110 ; 127 S.S., p. 136 et passim ; 
V.C.H. Yorks, i i i ,  41. The central figure represents St. Peter as pope and the four 
archbishops are presumably the four canonised archbishops of York, St. Wilfrid, St. 
Oswald, St. John and St. William. The shield on the dexter is that of the see. 
The one on the sinister is that of Kemp blasoned gules three sheaves within a border 
engrailed gold, See also P.L.A. x i i i ,  62 ; S.B.M. 2331 ; and Visits. Line. xv, note 9.



a like niche, God the Father holding Christ 'on His cross in front of 
Him . On each side, in niches, the figure of an archbishop vested 
and in pall and mitre, each holding his cross and blessing. On 
each side of the central niche are two similar niches in which on the 
dexter is the figure of St. Paul and an archbishop vested and in pall 
and mitre, with cross. On the sinister St. Andrew and another 
archbishop as on the dexter. Below in the centre is the archbishop in 
mass vestments with pall, mitre and croes, praying. On his dexter 

; is a shield of arms, two keys in saltire with the tiara in chief be-
vs v tween, them, on the sinister a shield bearing three sheaves in a border

engrailed.
s ig i l l n  be[i grat ia thoxvLttn  arcfmpi  angl i t  primatis

. et apasfa l i t e  stiris L g a t i .
3239. J oh n  K em p 1 4 5 ........................................................... 2-3 Archiep. 1, 8 ; a.d. 1448.

Oval, 3£ "x 2 £ '/, the same general design as no. 3238, but beneath the 
central figure of the pope are two figures praying, with shields on 

' each side of them, the same as on previous seal (Durham Seals, 59):

sigillxt jfljris b £ i gra tt  sanrir balbittt psbri  r a r b i n a I i s 
th a t  arrfcitpi angl  primal  t i  splice s tb i a* I t g a t i . 

3240.. J o h n  K em p . . . . . -. . Loc.' x x v , 52.
Round signet, a" ,  an eagle rising with spread wings.14®

3241. J o h n  K em p 147 (seal ad causas) . 2-7 Pont. 11 ; a.d. 1437; Loc. I, 51 ;
[ Loc. x x , 15.

■ Oval, 2£" x l f " ,  a figure of a bishop standing in a canopied niche, in
. mass vestments, blessing. Under him .. satts b an . . , beneath is a

shield of arms, three sheaves.
n i 9 i II a m : j or {r i s : b t i : g r a e bo x . . . . i e p c a b t a .

3242. W illiam  B o o t h 148 . . 1-2 Archiep. 5, 6, 7 ;  2-13 Pont. 12; Misc. 6036;
a.d. 1464.

Oval, 3£ n x 2£", in a central niche of rich tabernacle work is seated St,

’ 145 In 1438 archbishop Kemp was created a cardinal by pope Eugenius iv, by 
the title of Santa Balbina. This seal was evidently engraved so that this dignity 
might be named on it. Of the two figures in base that on the sinister represents the 
archbishop in the vestments of a cardinal. The dexter figure I cannot decipher.

146 The eagle of St. John the Divine, referring to Kemp’s Christian name.
147 Used by John Marshall, then vicar-general. See no. 3250 and note 155. 

The words beneath the central figure are indistinct and difficult to decipher. The 
second word might be read d avid , but that does not appear to carry any meaning. 
The shield in base has not the engrailed border.

148 a.d. 1452-1464. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 89. He was bishop of Coventry and Lich­
field (L.N. i i i ,  111). The blason of his shield is silver three boars* heads rased and 
erect within a border sable. See also P.L.A. x i i i ,  62 ; S.B.M. 2333,



Peter as pope in mass vestments, wearing the tiara, his right hand 
blessing, his left holding a cross patriarchal. In two smaller niches 
on his dexter side are the figures of St. Paul and an archbishop (? St. 
Oswald of York). In two similar niches on the sinister side are the 
figures of two archbishops (? St. John of Beverley and St. W illiam  
of York). Above the central niche is the seated figure of Our Lady 
robed and crowned, holding a sceptre in her left hand, and with the 
child Christ standing on her right knee. On her dexter side is St. 
Catherine, robed and crowned, holding a sword in her right hand 
and her wheel in left;  on the sinister side is the robed figure of St. 
Margaret standing on the dragon which she spears, in her left hand 
a book. Beneath in a central panel is the archbishop kneeling, on 
his dexter is a shield of the arms of the see,. on his sinister a shield 
bearing three boars' heads rased and erect within a border (Durham  
Seals, 59):

g i g i l l n m  : f o i l M m i  : b t i  : g r a  : f b a r H t r i t  : a r t j m g i s c r r g i  : 

H t t g l i r  : g r i m a t i s  : t t  : u p c s l o l i t r  : s c b i s  : h g a t i .

3243. L a w r e n c e  B o o t h 149 . . . . . . 1-3 Archiep. 8 ; a .d . 1479.
Oval, 3 f" x 2 f " ,  very indistinct and almost undecipherable, apparently

figures in traoeried niches with the archbishop beneath and si shield 
of arms at each side.

3244. T h om a s  R o th e r h a m 150 . . 1-3 Archiep. 10; a .d . 1494, 9 ; a .d . 1499.
Very imperfect and quite undecipherable.

3245. T h om a s S a v a g e 151 ....................................................................... 2-12 Pont. 9.
Oval, 3 f " x 2 £ " .  St. Peter as the Pope standing holding, keys in right

149 a .d . 1476-1480. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 91. He was bishop of Durham; for his 
seals of Durham see nos. 3157, 3158 in this catalogue. His will is printed S.S. no. 45, 
p. 248 ; L.N. in , 111.

150 a .d . 1480-1500. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 92. He was bishop of Lincoln and chan­
cellor of England. He is called also Thomas Scot of Rotherham. L.N. i i i ,  112 ; 
V.C.H. Yorks, i i i ,  44. His will is printed S.S. no. 53, p. 138. His arms, which form 
part of the shield of Lincoln College, Oxford, of which he was the second founder, 
are vert three stags silver with gold horns. E.H. p. 430. His seal is S.B.M. 2336. 
His will is printed S.S. no. 53, p. 138. See also V.C.H. Yorks, i i i ,  44.

151 a .d . 1501-1507. Reg. Sacr. Angl. 94. He was bishop of London (L.N. in , 
112). The shield on the dexter bears the arms of the see of York (modern). The 
crown between the keys has now replaced the tiara of the seals of Bowet, Kemp and 
Booth (nos. 3235, 3238, 3242). The sinister shield is presumably York (ancient). 
(But I can only see a pall upon it; there is no sign of the archiepiscopal staff placed 
behind the pah) impaling Savage silver a pale lozengy sable. The tabernacle work 
and general design is poor compared with the earlier seals of the great period of
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- hand and a hook in left. On his dexter is St. PauLholding.sword, on- 
his sinister St. Andrew, his cross-behind him. Beneath is-the arch-.

- bishop praying1, on his dexter a shield of arms bearing-York (modern), 
on his sinister a shield bearing York (ancient) impaling a pale 
lozengy (Durham Seals, 59):

S IG I L L U M  : T H O E  : S A V A G E  : D E I  : G R A  E B O R A C E N S IS  : 
A R C H IE P IS C O P I .

On an inner line :
a ’g l ie  p ’m a t is  e t  a p o s t o l ic e  s ’d is  l e g a t i .

3246. M a t t h e w  H u t t o n 1 5 2 .............................................................................  Pont. 17.
Oval, 3 f " x 2 f " ,  imperfect. The archbishop is vested in a long sur­

plice kneeling, and praying in front of a desk on which is a cushion 
upon which a book lies. Over his head on a scroll d e u s  v i d e t ,  
on a scroll in front of him q u o . . /  q u e /d .m . Beneath is a shield 
of arms of the see of York' (modern), impaling a 'fess charged with 
three fleur-de-lys between three cushions. On the dexter side M , 
on the sinister E (Durham Seals, 59) :

S I G I L L U M  T T O N . A R C H IE P IS C O P I .  E B O R

3247. Y o r k ,  officiality of the archbishop,of153 . . 3-1 Ebor. 19; a .d . 1353;
3-4 Spec. 10; a .d . 1460; 3-1 Arch. Northd. 17; a .d . 1470.'

Oval, 2" x i y ;, half figure of the archbishop in mass vestments beneath 
a church like canopy, his right hand blessing, his left holding his 
cross. . Beneath is a demi figure praying.

S ’ O E P IC IA L IT A T IS .  A R C H IE P .  C A T ’ E B O R A C E .
3248. Y o r k ,  officiality of the archbishop of . . 2-1 Ebor. 25; a .d . 1267;

28 a .d . 1321; Misc.'4191-; a .d . 1346; 4196; a .d . 1371.'
Oval, 2" X 1",  demi figure of the archbishop beneath a church like canopy 

with side shafts, in mass vestments, his right hand blessing, his left 
holding his cross, beneath is a demi figure praying (Durham - Seals, 
58):

S ’ O E F IC IA L IT A T IS  A R C  . . E P  C A T ’ E B O R A C E S .

Gothic art, but the figures and drapery are natural and graceful. The .legend is in 
the beautiful Roman capitals of the Renaissance. The accounts of the archbishop s 
executors are published S.S. no. 53, p. 308. His seal is S.B.M. 2337.

152 a .d . 1595-1606. Reg. Sacr. AngL 109. He was bishop of Durham (L.N. 
i i i ,  115). There is little to be said for this seal, except that the Roman capitals of 
the legend, are excellent. It has neither grace, nor dignity nor beauty. I have 
reproduced it to shew how low the art of seal engraving had-fallen by the end of the 
'sixteenth century.
; 153 This seal is almost identical with the next/no. 3248, except that the canopy,
work of the latter is rather richer.
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3249. Y o r k ,  vicar-general of the archbishop of154 , . 1-3 Archiep. 9b, 9°,
9e ; a.d. 1496; 2-3 Archiep. 1 0 ; a.d. 1471; 12 a.d. 1501; Loc. v i , 7.

Oval, 2§" X an archbishop standing in a niche of rich canopy work 
in mass vestments and mitre, his right hand blessing, his left holding 
his cross.

s i g i l l u .  b i ta r i i .  § e tu r a I i s . arcj j i t j j i sr opi .  f b o r a e t n s i s .
3250. Y o r k ,  vicar-general o f153 . . 2-7 Pont. 11 ; a.d. 1437; Loc. xx , 15 ;

a.d. 1437.
Oval, 2 £ " x l f ff. A mitred figure in vestments standing blessing and 

holding crosier in left hand. Beneath a shield of arms charged with 
three helmets (?).

sig ilium j o ^ i s ..............................
3250a . Y o r k , officiality of the court of . . Loc. x x v i i , 26, 1 7 ; a.d. 1361.

Oval, 2ff x a demi figure blessing, wearing a mitre and holding 
cross in his left hand. Beneath is a demi figure praying.

154 This seal is used to charter no. 9 (a .d . 1496) by William Sheffield, styled dean 
of the metropolitan church of York and vicar-general in spiritualities of the lord 
Thomas, archbishop of York. Sheffield was admitted dean on 24 June, 1494, 
died 8 December, 1496 (L.N. iii , 125).

155 Used by John Marshall, styled canon of Wells and vicar-general of York. 
For full details of his career see S.S, vol. 127, p. 296.

. . I A L I T A T  . . . . T  EBO R . . .

3107. 3196.

[This completes the list of English episcopal seals at Durham. The next 
instalment will contain the English archidiaconal and monastic seals.]


