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I.— MEMOIR OF TH E REV. W ILLIAM  GREEN W ELL; 
. D.C.L./, F.R.S.;, F.S.A.,. A VICE-PRESIDENT.

By J. C. Hodgson, M.A., a vice-president.

[Read 2 7 th February, 1 9 1 8 ]. ' .

When on Sunday, the 2 7 th of January, 1 9 1 8 , doctor William 
Greenwell was gathered to his fathers, it was, as.it were, the 
close of an epoch, for he was within eight weeks of the completion 
of his ninety-eighth year. ■ • ;

Born at Greenwell Ford, in the parish of Lanchester, on the 
2 3 rd March, 1 8 2 0 , Mr. Greenwell was the eldest son of William 
Thomas Greenwell of that place, who represented the second 
line of the ancient palatinate family of Greenwell of GreenwellJ 
Here are Mr. GreenweU’s own words,2 written in i 860  1

1  T h e  a r m s  or two bars azure between three ducal coronets gules b e i n g  t h e  ‘  a n c i e n t  a r m s  

o f  t h e  W o r 11 f a m i l y  o f  G r e e n w e l l  o f  G r e e n w e l l  H i l l  ’ w e r e  c o n f i r m e d ,  i n  1 6 0 1 ,  b y  C a m d e n  

C l a r e n c e u x  K i n g  o f  A r m s ,  t o  W i l l i a m  G r e e n w e l l  o f  L o n d o n ,  m e r c h a n t .  C f .  S u r t e e s ’ s  

Durham, y o l .  n ,  p. 3 x 8 .  D r .  G r e e n w e l l  u s e d  a  b e a u t i f u l  s e a l  b o o k p l a t e ,  e n g r a v e d  b y  

L a m b e r t ,  w i t h  t h e  a r m s  a n d  t h e  l e g e n d  Sigillum  G ulielm i G r e e n w e ll c le ric i.
2 Durham Wills and Inventories ( 3 8  S u r t e e s  S o c .  p u b l . ) ; p .  2 6 4  n o t e .  / ;
T h e  f a r m  o r  s m a l l  p r o p e r t y  o f  G r e e n w e l l  w a s  s o l d  a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  1 9 0 0 ,  b y  M r s .  F l e t c h e r ,

t h e  h e i r e s s  o f  h e r  a n c i e n t  h o u s e ,  t o  S i r  W a l p o l e  G r e e n w e l l ,  b t .  o f  L o n d o n ,  w h o  s p r i n g s  

f r o m  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  G r e e n w e l l  o f .  C o r b r i d g e  : s e e  p e d i g r e e ,  n e w  History'of Northumberland, 
v o l .  x ,  p .  1 7 6 .  : •

G r e e n w e l l  F o r d  w a s  s o l d  a b o u t  1 8 5 2  b y  M r .  W i l l i a m  T h o m a s  G r e e n w e l l  a n d  h i s  t r u s t e e s ,  

w h i c h  s a c r i f i c e  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f r o m  t h e  a d v e r s e  j u d g e m e n t  i n  a  C h a n c e r y  s u i t ,  F e n w i c k  

G r e e n w e l l ,  h e a r d  b y  t h e  M a s t e r  o f  t h e  R o l l s  a n d  d e c i d e d  i n - 1 8 4 7 ,  b y  w h i c h  M r .  G r e e r i w e l l  

w a s  r e q u i r e d ,  a s  s u r v i v i n g  t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  m a k e  g o o d  c e r t a i n  s u m s  o f  m o n e y  

w a s t e d  b y  t h e  t e n a n t s  f o r  l i f e .  T h e  m a n s i o n  h o u s e  a n d  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w a s  

r e p u r c h a s e d  i n  1 8 9 6 ,  b y  M r .  W ' T .  G r e e n  w e l l ’ s  g r a n d s o n ,  J u d g e  G r e e n  w e l l ,  w h o  h a s .  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e a c q u i r e d  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  o f  h i s  a n c e s t o r s  a t  G r e e n w e l l  
F o r d .  • ' J  ' ; . 1
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' .............. the. house of Greenwell, pax. Wolsingham, which descended
from Gulielmus presbyter, to whom bishop Pudsey, before 1 1 8 0 , granted 
lands in GreenWell, and whSse son Jamtes designated himself, after the 
name of his patrimony. The estate of Greenwell, after a lapse of nearly 
seven centuries, is now, by lineal male descent, the property of Henry 
Greenwelli "of the city of Durham, esq; From Thomas, a younger Son of 
John de Grenwell, of Grenwell, who died before 1 4 6 2 , and Johanna his 
wife, the famjiy of Greenwell, of Stobilee and the Ford, parish of Lan
chester, is descended.’

Mr. Greenwell was baptized on the 3 rd April following his 
birth, his godfather being Lis kinsman Sir Leonard Greenwell, 
K.G.B.-, one of Wellington’s trusted Peninsular generals. Mr. 
William Thom as. Greenwell "had married Dorothy, daughter of 
Francis Smales-, the son of a strong minded Gillingwood family 
who had been made an attorney principally that he might carry 
on a protracted family lawsuit connected with property in Wens- 
leydale. Her mother, Mrs. Smales, was Ann, daughter and, in 
her issue, co-heir of Richard Radcliffe of Cockermouth and Ullock, 
who had a common ancestor with the Radcliffes, earls of Derwent- 
water. Mr. Smales ruled his own children with a rod of iron, 
but, as is often the case with grandparents, delighted to indulge 
his favourite -grandson. To the last Mr. Greenwell cherished an 
affectionate regard fOr, rahd 'liked to :talk of, this 'grandfather, 
who died on the i i ’th February, -1 8 2 9 . One of his stories was 
to the "following effect ■: ‘ William, -c&me here and sit ’on my knee, 
ah'd I will tell !yOu wha't k lot of relations you've got. The 
. . ■. . -. *. are the greatest rascals and the Hammonds the 
greatest liars on earth.’ The only grounds on which this charge 
was made against the respectable -fam ily.of -Haminond, who 
resided in the 'neighbourhood 'of 'NortKaHertdh, was a legend of 
the Mr. Hammond of his day having asserted that when riding a  
ford, -while the?river'was--inspate,;sonfethihgHeavy tbokhold o f ‘his 
fdb't,'whidh on reaOhing'the ̂ fairther shore he found to be a twenty



pound salmon caught on his spur.3 The taste for good stories, 
thus early formed, never left-Mr. Greenwell. Only two months 
before his death he related, with proper vigour, to the present 
writer, how/at a public meeting concerning the water supply held 
at Durham, when the presiding mayor was not conducting the 
meeting with impartiality, he raised the cry to ‘ throw him out 
of the window,’ a threat which produced instant effect.

After receiving, some preparatory .schooling from Mr. George 
Newby, perpetual curate of Witton-le-Wear, William Greenwell 
was sent to the Grammar School of Durham— where, long ago, 
king John Baliol received his education— and his name was put 
down- at University College, Oxford. About the year 1 8 3 6  the 
French master, in order to induce his pupils to take more interest 
in the language he was trying to teach’ them,-lent'some of his 
senior pupils Beckford’s Vathek. A  distorted version of the 
incident reached the ears of Mr. Matthew Buckle, then head
master, and afterwards the respected vicar of Edlingham. He 
pounced on young Greenwell, accusing him of having introduced 
French literature into the school, in such terms that the boy ’s 
pride was up in arms. He set off for his father’s house, and 
resolutely refused to return to school, although a full year must 
elapse before the time appointed for him to go up to Oxford. 
Meeting, casually-on the banks, near the cathedral, archdeacon 

. Charles Thorp,.the warden of the newly founded university o f  
Durham,'the latter after enquiring of his plans, said, ‘ W hy not 
come to me for the meanwhile ? ’ Greenwell replied, ‘ Mr. Buckle 
will give me no testimonials.’ As it happened the two gentlemen 
had shortly before had a difference of opinion, hence the warden’s 
startling reply, ‘ I would rather have you without Mr. Buckle’s

8 This, and most of the other incidents set out in these observations were related to 
the author by Dr. Greenwell himself. ,Where .there has been ;any doubt about -the 
chronology, or sequence of events,' the admirable biographical sketch in Canon Fowler’s 
history of Durham University , pp. 150- 158, has been followed.



te s t im o n ia ls  th a n  w ith  t h e m /  I t  is d u e  t o  th e  m e m o r y  o f  M r. 
B u c k le  to  s ta te  th a t , su b s e q u e n tly , w h en  he rea liz ed  th a t  h e  h a d  
b e e n  m is ta k e n  a n d  h a d  a c te d  h a st ily , he h a n d so m e ly  a p o lo g iz e d  
to  h is fo r m e r  p u p il, w h o  a c c e p te d  th a t  a p o lo g y  in  th e  sp ir it  it  
w as o ffe re d .

W h e n  th e  tim e  ca m e  th a t  G re e n w e ll s h o u ld  h a v e  e n te re d  U n i
v e rs ity  C o llege  h e  d e c id e d  to  rem a in  w h ere  he w as. I t  is a  m a tte r  
fo r  sp e cu la t io n , w h e th e r , in  a fte r  life , he w o u ld  o r  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  
d o n e  a  g re a te r  w o rk  i f  h e  h a d  fo llo w e d  th e  p la n s m a p p e d  o u t  
b y  h is fa th e r  fo r  O x fo r d  a n d  th e  B a r. T o  th e  la tte r  o b je c t iv e  
h e  d id  a d d ress  h im se lf, fo r  a fte r  ta k in g  his B .A . d eg ree  in  1 8 3 9  

a t D u rh a m , h e  w as e n te re d  a t th e  M id d le  T e m p le . W h ile  in  
L o n d o n  h e  w as n e v e r  q u ite  w e ll, a n d  re tu rn in g  to  D u rh a m  he 
to o k  th e  th e o lo g ic a l co u rse  w ith  h is M .A . d eg ree  in  1 8 4 3 . O n  
th e  3 0 th  J u n e , 1 8 4 4 , h e  w as o rd a in e d  d e a co n  b y  b ish o p  M a ltb y  
o n  th e  P e m b e r to n  fe llo w s h ip  w h ich  h e  h e ld  fr o m  1 8 4 4  t o  1 8 5 4 . 
T h e  R e v . J o h n  H o d g s o n , th e  h is to r ia n  o f  N o r th u m b e r la n d , n o te s  
in  h is d ia ry , u n d e r  d a te  1 9  J u n e , 1 8 4 3 , th a t  he h a d  b e e n  to  D u rh a m  
o n  th a t  d a y  to  b e  th e  g u e s t  o f  th e  R e v . J a m es  R a in e  a n d  to  a t te n d  
a  m e e t in g  h e ld  in  th e  C astle  o f  th e  lo n g  fo r g o tte n  A rch ite c tu r a l 
S o c ie ty  o f  D u r h a m , a t w h ich  M r. G reen w ell rea d  a  d e scr ip tio n  
o f  -the c h u rc h  o f  L a n c h e s te r .4 In  1 8 4 6  he  m a d e  an  e x te n d e d  
to u r  in  S o u th e rn  G e r m a n y  a n d  N o r th e rn  I ta ly , w h ere , in  th e  
a b se n ce  o f  ra ilw a y s , h e  h a d  so m e  cu r iou s  e x p erien ces .

H is  fr ie n d , M r. B ig g e , n e e d in g  a. c le rg y m a n  to  o c c u p y , te m p o 
ra r ily , th e  fa m ily  l iv in g  o f  O v in g h a m , u n til a  k in sm a n  fo r  w h o m

4 Raine, Memoir of the Rev. John Hodgson, vol. ii, p. 438 . Dr. Greenwell related 
that when he was a hoy 'there was no organ in the church [at Lanchester] but an 
orchestra consisting of bassoon, trombone, bass fiddle, flageolet and violin played in 
the chancel. They came out of the pews and walked to the west end of the chancel 
and assumed attitudes, played the tune of the psalm, and then retired to their 
places. This continued up to about 1840  or 18 4 3 . A metrical version of the psalms 

by Tate and Brady was used.*—Ex inf. Rev. H. D. Hughes.



i t  w a s  d e s i g n e d  w a s  a b l e  t o  q u a l i f y ,'. M r . G r e e n w e l l  a c c e p t e d ’ h i s  

p r o p o s a l ,  a n d  h e l d  t h a t  b e n e f i c e  f r o m  1 8 4 7  t o  1 8 5 0 .  T h e  g l e b e -  

h o u s e  o f  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  c u r a t e  o f  O v i n g h a m  r e p r e s e n t s ;  a n d  in  

s o m e  p a r t  c o m p r i s e s ,  t h e  m a n s e  o f  t h e  p r e - R e f o r m a t i o n  m a s t e r  

o f  O v i n g h a m ,  a  c e l l  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  p r i o r  a n d  c o n v e n t  o f  H e x h a m "  

I t  s t a n d s  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  T y n e ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  h a p p y  p a r s o n  h a d  

t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  f i s h in g .

B o r n  a n d  b r o u g h t  u p  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  a n c e s t r a l  B r o w n e y ,  

o n e  o f  G r e e n w e l l 's  e a r l i e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  w a s  t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  m o v e 

m e n t s  o f  t h e  t r o u t  in  t h e  c l e a r  w a t e r  o f  t h e  s t r e a m .  H e  

h a d  b e c o m e  a  k e e n  a n g le r ,  a n d  w h i l e  a t  O v i n g h a m  e x t o r t e d  t h e  

r e l u c t a n t  a d m ir a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  a n g le r s  o f  t h a t  p l a c e ,  w h o m  

h e  f o r e s t a l l e d  b y  e a r l y  r i s in g .  W h i l e  t h e r e  h e  h a d  t h e  f r e q u e n t  

a n d  c o n g e n i a l  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  o f  M r . J o h n  B i g g e ,  v i c a r  o f  S t a m 

f o r d h a m ,  a  k e e n  n a t u r a l i s t ,  t o  w h o s e  s o n  A r t h u r  B i g g e ,  n o w  L o r d  

S t a m f o r d h a m ,  h e  s t o o d  g o d f a t h e r .  I t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  

t h i s  p e r i o d ,  b u t  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a s c e r t a i n e d ,  t h a t  

w h i l e  f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  T w e e d  h e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  t r o u t  , w e r e  r i s i n g  

f r e e l y  t o  a  f l y  w h i c h  h e  h a d  n o t  o b s e r v e d  b e f o r e .  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  

h e  g o t  W r i g h t ,  a  n o t e d  f l y - d r e s s e r  a t  S p r o u s t o n ,  t o  m a k e  h i m  a  

f l y  w i t h  w i n g s  f r o m  t h e  in s id e  o f  a  b l a c k b i r d ’ s w i n g ,  a n d  a  b o d y  

f o r m e d  o f  C o c h - y - B o n d h u  h a c k l e  t i e d  w i t h  y e l l o w  s i lk .  T h e  

r e s u l t  o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  n e w  f l y  s u r p a s s e d  a l l  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  a n d  o n  

t h e  s e c o n d  e v e n i n g  w h e n  t h e  a n g l i n g  f r a t e r n i t y  w e r e  m e t  t o .  t e l l  

a n d  r e t e l l  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  d o n e  a n d  w h a t  h a d  e s c a p e d  t h e m ,  M r .  

B r o w n ,  t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l m a s t e r ,  p r o p o s e d  a s  a  t o a s t  f S u c c e s s  t o  

G r e e n w e l l ’ s  G l o r y . ’ T h e  w o r d s  w e r e  p r o p h e t i c ,  a n d  t o  i t s  i n 

v e n t o r ’ s  l i f e l o n g  a n d  u n c o n c e a l e d  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  ‘ G r e e n w e l l ’ s 

G l o r y  ’ i s  k n o w n  f r o m  t h e .  r i v e r s  o f  S c o t l a n d  t o  t h o s e  o f  N e w  

Z e a l a n d .  W h e n  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  y e a r s  w a s  p r e s s in g  o n  h i m  D r .  

G r e e n w e l l  l o v e d  t o  b e  a s k e d  t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  

t h e  f l y .



A ft e r  h is p re -a r ra n g e d  re s ig n a tio n  o f  O v in g h a m , M r. G reen w ell 
w e n t  to  B u r to n  A g n e s  in  Y o rk s h ir e  as a  te m p o ra ry  assistan t, o r  
cu ra te , t o  a r c h d e a co n  R o b e r t  Is a a c  W ilb e r fo rc e , w ith  w h o m  h e 
l iv e d  in  th e  r e c t o r y  h o u se . M r. W ilb e r fo r c e  w as th en  e n g a g e d  
in  th e  p re p a r a t io n  o f  h is w o rk  o n  th e  e u ch a r is t .5 H is  cu ra te  
b e c a m e  in terested : a n d  re n d e re d  a c t iv e  h e lp  in  th e  p re p a ra t io n , 
fo r  a t  th a t  t im e  h is e cc le s ia s tica l v ie w s  w ere  n o t  o u t  o f  s y m p a th y  
w ith  th o se  o f  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  w o rk . I t  is a m a tte r  o f  c o m m o n  
k n o w le d g e  th a t  in  1 8 5 4  a r ch d e a co n  W ilb e r fo r c e  res ig n ed  h is 
p re fe rm e n ts  in  th e  C h u rch  o f  E n g la n d  a n d  su b m itte d  h im se lf t o  
th e  L atin . C h u rch .

A f t e r  le a v in g  B u r to n  A g n e s , M r. G reen w ell, fo r  a sh o r t  t im e , 
a ss is te d  th e  p r in c ip a l o f  B is h o p  H a t fie ld ’s h a ll at D u rh a m  : b u t  
in  1 8 5 2  h e  w a s a p p o in t e d t o .b e  p r in c ip a l o f  th e  sh o r t - liv e d  N e v ille  
h a ll, w h ich  w as fo u n d e d  a t  n o , 1  L eazes  T e rra ce , N e w ca st le , as 
a  r e s id e n ce  fo r  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  N e w ca st le  C ollege  o f  M ed ic in e  in  
c o n n e x io n  w ith  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  D u rh a m . W h ile  h o ld in g  th is 
a p p o in tm e n t  h e  e d it e d  th e  Boldon Buke, p r in te d  b y  th e  Surtees 
S o c ie t y  in  1 8 5 2 , in  th e  p re fa ce  o f  w h ich  he p a y s  a w e ll tu rn e d  
c o m p lim e n t  t o  D r . J a m e s  R a in e , a n d  expresses his g ra tifica t io n  
th a t  h is first e ssa y  o n  a n t iq u ity  s h o u ld  h a v e  ' th e  a p p ro b a tio n  o f  
s o  g re a t  a  m a ste r  in  th in g s  o f  o ld  t im e . ’ I n  th e  fo llo w in g  y ear , 
w h e n  th e  c h o le ra  r a v a g e d  m a n y  p a rts  o f  N ew ca stle , h e  a n d  th e  
m e d ica l s tu d e n ts  liv in g  in  th e  h a ll w o r k e d  h a n d  in  h a n d  a m o n g  
th e  su fferers  ; a n d  h e  a lso  e d ite d  th e  Pontifical of Archbishop 
Egbert f o r  th e  S u rtees  S o c ie ty .

B u t  h is h e a r t  w a s  in  th e  c i t y  o f  D u rh a m , a n d  w h en  he g a v e  u p  
N e v ille  h a ll, in  1 8 5 4 , h e  b e ca m e  a  ca n d id a te  fo r , a n d  o b ta in e d , 
th e  o ffice  o f  v ic a r , o r  p e t ty  ca n o n , n o w  g en era lly  ca lle d  m in o r  
c a n o n  o f  th e  ca th e d ra l, an  o ffice  h e  re ta in e d  u n til 1 9 0 8 .

I t  w as a b o u t  th e  y e a r  1 8 5 6  th a t  h e  b e g a n  to  fo r m  th e  co lle c t io n



o f  G r e e k  c o i n s  w h i c h  s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e c a m e  f a m o u s .  S o  f u l l  a n d  

c o m p l e t e  d i d  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  b e c o m e  t h a t  t h o u g h  i t s  a u t h o r  w a s  

a b l e  t o  p r o c u r e  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  d u r i n g  t h e .  R u s s o - T u r k i s h  

w a r  s o m e  c o v e t e d  s p e c im e n s ,  t h e  s u p p l y  c e a s e d  t o  f l o w ,  a n d  in

1 9 0 1  i t  w a s  s o l d  t o  M r . ......................W a r r e n ,  o f  B o s t o n ,  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  f o r  1 1 ,0 0 0 / . ,  w h i c h  s u m  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  g i v e n  

t o  h i s  f a m i l y .

I n  1 8 5 7  h e  e d i t e d  B ishop Hatfield's Survey  f o r  t h e  S u r t e e s  

S o c i e t y .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  w h i l e  o n  a . v i s i t  t o  f r i e n d s  in  

G l e n d a l e ,  h is  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  d r a w n  t o  a  b r o n z e  d a g g e r  f o u n d  in  

t h e  p a r i s h  o f  F o r d .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  u n m a t c h e d  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p r e h i s t o r i c  b r o n z e  w e a p o n s ,  e t c . ,  w h i c h  i n  1 9 0 8  h e  

s o l d  t o  M r . P i e r p o n t  M o r g a n ,  t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  

M u s e u m .  T h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  ,w a s  1 0 ,0 0 0 / . ,  w h i c h  h e  a l s o  g a v e  

t o  h i s  f a m i l y .  I t  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  m a n  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  

w a s  s c a r c e l y  o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  b e f o r e  h e  b e g a n  t o  m a k e  a n o t h e r  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m e  n a t u r e , ,  f o r ,  s a i d  h e ,  ‘ I  a m  a  b o r n  c o l l e c t o r . '

C o g n a t e  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  p r e h i s t o r i c  b r o n z e  w e a p o n s  a n d  i m p l e 

m e n t s  is  t h a t  o f  b u r i a l  u r n s  a n d  s k u l l s ,  o f  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  h e  f o r m e d  

n o t a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n s .  I n  1 8 7 9  h e  p r e s e n t e d  t h e 'u r n s  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  

M u s e u m  6 a n d ,  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t im e , t h e  s k u l l s  t o  t h e  n e w  m u s e u m  

a t  O x f o r d .  H i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f l i n t  i m p l e m e n t s  h e  s o l d  in  1 8 9 5  t o  

D r .  A l l a n  S t u r g e ,  s o m e  t i m e  o f  N i c e ,  f o r  1 2 0 0 / .

I n  i 8 6 0  M r . G r e e n w e l l  e d i t e d  f o r  t h e  S u r t e e s  S o c i e t y  a  v o l u m e  

o f  Durham . W ills  and Inventories , t h a n  w h i c h  n o  v o l u m e  o f  t h e "  

s e r ie s  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  S o c i e t y  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  c a l l e d  f o r  o r  m o r e  

p o p u l a r .

A b o u t  t h e  y e a r  1 8 6 2 . h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  b e  l i b r a r i a n  o f  t h e  

c a t h e d r a l  l i b r a r y  a t  D u r h a m ,  t o  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  w h i c h  o f f i c e  h e

6 In addition to the great collection of urns presented in 1879 , Dr* Greenwell made 
three subsidiary gifts to the museum between that year and 18 83 , ex inf. Sir F. G. 
Kenyon.



a d d e d ,  w i t h o u t . a d d i t i o n a l  s t i p e n d ,  t h e .  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r s  

a n d  e v i d e n c e s  p r e s e r v e d  a t . t h e  c a t h e d r a l .  H e  r e d u c e d  t o  o r d e r  

a n d  s y s t e m  t h e  e n o r m o u s  m a s s  o f  c h a r t e r s ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  

a c c u m u l a t e d  b y  t h e  p r i o r  a n d  c o n v e n t ,  p r e d e c e s s o r s  in  t i t l e  o f  

t h e  d e a n  a n d  c h a p t e r .  H e  m a d e . s e p a r a t e  c a t a l o g u e s  o f  t h e  

c h a r t e r s  a n d . o f  t h e  s e a l s .7 T h e  f in e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  A n g l i a n  s c u l p 

t u r e d  s t o n e s ,  r e s c u e d  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  d i o c e s e , ,  d e s c r i b e d  in  

t h e  C a t a l o g u e  o f  S c u l p t u r e d  S t o n e s  i n  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  L i b r a r y , D u r h a m  
is  w h o l l y  d u e  t o  M r . G r e e n w e lT s  t a s t e ,  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  d e x t e r i t y .

• I n  1 8 6 5  M r .  G r e e n w e l l  w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  b e  p r e s id e n t ,  f o r  t h e  y e a r ,  

o f  t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  a i i d  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  D u r h a m  a n d  

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,  a  s o c i e t y  f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 6 2  t o  c o v e r  t h e  a n c i e n t  

a n d  u n d i v i d e d  d i o c e s e  o f  D u r h a m ,  b u t  s a d l y  w e i g h t e d  b y  t o o  

l o n g  a  t i t l e .  E v e r y  y e a r  s i n c e  h e  h a s  b e e n  r e - e l e c t e d  t o  b e  

p r e s id e n t ,  a n d  e v e r y  y e a r 8 h e  h a s  d e l i v e r e d  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  a d d r e s s  

a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  l a s t  b e i n g  g i v e n  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  t h e  

1 3 t h  J u n e ,  1 9 1 7 ,  a  r e m a r k a b l e  f e a t ,  a n d  a  f in e  r e c o r d .  ’ I n  h is  

a d d r e s s  D r .  G r e e n w e l l  d i s c o u r s e d  o n  a  v i s i t  a b o u t  t o  b e  p a i d  b y  

t h e  s o c i e t y  t o  J a r r o w  a n d  M o n k w e a r m o u t h  i n  c o n n e x i o n  w i t h  

w h i c h  p l a c e s  h e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C o d e x  A m i a t i n u s .  
H e  s a i d  t h a t  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h e  h a d  r e t r i e v e d  f r o m  a  s e c o n d - h a n d  

b o o k s e l l e r 's  s h o p  i n  N e w c a s t l e ,  a  l e a f  o f  p a r c h m e n t  o r  v e l l u m ,  

p a r t  o f  a  M S . o f  s i m i l a r  a g e  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  t o  t h e  C o d e x , w h i c h  

l e a f  h e  s u b s e q u e n t ly ^  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m .9

*  I n  1 8 6 5  h e  w a s  o f f e r e d ,  a n d  a c c e p t e d ,  f r o m  t h e  L o r d  C h a n c e l l o r  

o f  t h e  d a y ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  b e n e f i c e  o f  S t .  M a r y  in  

t h e  S o u t h  B a i l e y ,  D u r h a m ,  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  a s  S t .  M a r y  t h e

7 For Dr. Green well’s Catalogue of Durham Seals, edited by Mr. C. H. Hunter Blair, 
see Arch. AeL, 3 ser., vols. vii-xiv (except x).

8 In these long years Dr. Greenwell was absent only from three meetings, viz., 1874 , 
1884  and 1909.

,9 For some account of the Greenwell leaf see Boutflower, Life of Ceolfrid, pp. 1 1 4 - 
1 1 6 ; also Sir Henry Ho worth on the Codex Amiatinus.—Archaeological Journal, vol. 
l x x i i ,  p. 62 . See also Hist. MSS. Com. 18th Report, p. 18 ,



L e s s ,  o r  L i t t l e  S t .  M a r y 's ,*  a  L i l i p u t i a n  p a r i s h  c o m p r i s i n g  f o u L  

a c r e s  o f  g r o u n d ,  a n d  a  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  h o u s e s ,  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  

o f  a b o u t  a  h u n d r e d  p e o p l e ,  a n d  w i t h  a  s t i p e n d  o f  a b o u t  1 3 0 1, p e r  

a n n u m ' g r o s s .  T h i s  b e n e f i c e , ,  w h i c h  h e  r e t a i n e d  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  

h is  l i f e ,  is  h o w  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a n  O r d e r  i n  C o u n c i l ,  u n i t e d  

w i t h  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  M a r y - l e - B o w .

A f t e r  H is c l o s e  a n d  i n t i m a t e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a t  B u r t o n  A g n e s ,  w i t h  

s o m e  o f  t h e  f in e r  s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  T r a c t a r i a n  m o v e m e n t ,  M r . G r e e n w e l l  

r e c o n s i d e r e d  h is  p o s i t i o n  a n d  c a m e  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  

p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  p o s i t i o n  w e r e  a l ik e  u n t e n a b l e ,  a n d  t h e i r  p r e t e n s i o n s  

u n s o u n d .  T h e n c e f o r w a r d ,  a n d  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  r e s p o n s i 

b i l i t y  o f  a  p a r i s h  in  D u r h a m  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  h i m ,  h e  a p p r e c i a t e d  

m o r e  a n d  m o r e ,  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  w a y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  

E n g l a n d ,  w i t h  a  s in c e r e  r e g a r d  o f  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  

t o  i t s  n o n c o n f o r m i n g  m e m b e r s  b o t h  c a t h o l i c  a n d  p r o t e s t a n t . 10

10 Mr. Green well’s regard for the sister Church of Scotland may be illustrated by the 
following incident. He was engaged one summer in exploring in Shetland, in a parish 
so remote that he was dependent on the most acceptable hospitality of the parish minister, 
who devoted himself and his time to his service. On the Saturday the minister said,
‘ I ’ve been so taken up with you this week that I have had no time to prepare a sermon 
for to-morrow. You must preach for me.’ Taken aback, Mr. Greenwell said, ‘ What! 
will the pure Church of Scotland stomach a sermon from me a minister of the prelatic 
Church of England ? Besides I have no clothes.’ He was assured both suitable clothing 
and a gown would be provided. And as for ecclesiastical censure, said the minister,
‘ It’s me they’ll hammer, not you.’ On the Sunday morning Mr. Greenwell asked how 
long he should make his sermon. The reply was, 1 They like an hour, but perhaps they 
will be satisfied by three quarters.’ After the service of prayer and praise, conducted 
by the parish minister, Mr. Greenwell entered the pulpit, and after placing his watch on 
a ledge, addressed himself to the congregation. In after years he used to declare that 
never before, or after, did he preach to such an audience with keen, hard bitten faces— 
row upon row—manifestly resolved to miss no word of what was said. On bringing his 
sermon to a conclusion, and after the blessing was pronounced, he retired to the vestry, 
where the elders of the church thanked him for his * sound Gospel discourse.’ But the 
minister said, ‘ Go away! .They will never be satisfied with me again.’ Then, Mr. 
Greenwell realized that his watch had got turned round, and that instead of preaching 
for three quarters of an hour he had spoken for an hour and three quarters. The oppor
tunity was not neglected by the editor of the local newspaper, who protested against 
the desecration of a presbyterian pulpit. By the irony of events that editor subsequently 
became an admirer and friend of Dr. Greenwell, and through the latter became known to 
and respected by the present writer.



' A ft e r  d iscu ss in g  th e  m a tte r  w ith  h is ch u rch w a rd e n  h e  d e c id e d  
to  d is co n t in u e  in  S t. M a r y ’s ch u rch  th e  r e c ita t io n  o f  th e  A th a - 
n a s ia n  C reed . T h is  d e c is io n  w as c o u p le d  w ith  th e  p ro v iso , th a t  
i f  h is b ish op - s h o u ld  o r d e r  h im  to  resu m e th e  p u b lic  re c ita t io n  o f  
th e. c re e d , h e  w o u ld  o b e y ,  a n d  w o u ld  d isch a rg e  h is c o n sc ie n ce  
b y  p o in t in g  o u t , in  h is se rm o n , th e  o v e rs ta te m e n ts  m a d e  th erein . 
B e a r in g  o n  q u e st io n s  o f  th e  fa ith  th e  fo llo w in g  s t o r y  m a y  b e  
in tr o d u ce d . M r. G re e n w e ll ’ s o ld  a n d  in tim a te  fr ien d , M r., 
g e n e ra lly  ca lle d  M o n s ig n o r , C on sitt , an d  h e, w ere  on e  d a y  s ittin g  
ta lk in g ,, w h e n  M r. G re e n w e ll r e m a rk e d , ‘ T h e re  is a  q u e st io n  I  
h a v e  lo n g  a n d  o fte n  w ish e d  to  p u t  to  y o u , b u t  I  d o n ’ t  lik e  to  d o  
s o . ’ M r. C o n s itt -r e p lie d , ‘ Y o u  a n d  I  h a v e  k n o w n  ea ch  o th e r  
lo n g  a n d  in t im a te ly . A s k  w h a t q u e st io n  y o u  like. I  w ill an sw er 
it , i f  I  c a n . ’ S o  e n co u ra g e d , M r. G reen w ell a sk ed , 1 W h a t  is 
y o u r  b e lie f  as to  th e  sa lv a t io n  o f  th o se  n o t  o f  y o u r  fa ith  ? ’ Mr.. 
C o n s it t ’s r e p ly  w as , in  e ffe ct , as fo llo w s  .:. ‘ Y o u  w ill b e  ju d g e d  
b y  a  s ta n d a r d  less se v e re  th a n  th a t  b y  .w h ich  w e sh a ll b e  tr ie d , 
fo r  y o u  are in  a  s ta te  o f  in v in c ib le  ig n o r a n c e . ’

T h e  v a c a t io n s  o f  tw o  o r  th ree  su m m ers o f  th is p e r io d  w ere  
d e v o te d  to  th e  e x p lo r a t io n  o f  th e  rem a rk a b le  e x ca v a t io n s  in  - 
S u ffo lk , k n o w n  as G rim es  G ra v es , d u rin g , o r  a fte r  w h ich , h e  
e d ite d  fo r  th e  S u rtees  S o c ie ty  th e  v a lu a b le  v o lu m e  e n tit le d  
Feodarium Prioratus Dunelmensis, p u b lish e d  in  1 8 7 2 . In  a  
m a ste r ly  in tr o d u c t io n  h e  s u b je c te d  to  a se a rch in g  a n d  cr it ica l 
e x a m in a tio n  th e  series o f  ch a rters  o n  w h ich  th e  m o n k s  h a d  b a se d  
m a n y  o f  th e ir  c la im s ; a n d  p r o v e d  th e m  b y  th e  n am es o f  th e  
a t te s t in g  w itn esses , a n d  o th e r  in te rn a l e v id e n ce , to  h a v e  b e e n  
w r it te n  lo n g  a fte r  th e  t im e  p u rp o r te d  to  h a v e  b een  g ra n ted . H e  
u n fo ld e d  in  a  l iv e ly  fa s h io n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  co n g re g a t io n  
o f  S t . C u th b e r t  a n d  its  lin ea l su ccessors  th e  p r io r  a n d  c o n v e n t  
a n d  d ea n  a n d  c h a p te r  o f  D u rh a m . T h e  la n d e d  estates o f  these' 
c o rp o r a t io n s  w ere  sp  v a lu a b le  th a t  a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  co m p u ls o r y



t r a n s f e r  b y  t h e  l a s t  m e n t i o n e d  t o  t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

t h e i r  r e v e n u e  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  l ik e  i o o , o o o Z .  p e r  a n n u m .

I t  w a s  in  1 8 7 7  t h a t  M r . G r e e n w e l l  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  w e l l  k n o w n  

w o r k  o n  B ritish  Barrow s , b e i n g  , a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  

s e p u l c h r a l  m o u n d s  in  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  E n g l a n d .  I n  1 8 8 1  h e  

p u b l i s h e d  a  g u id e  t o  D u r h a m  c a t h e d r a l /  a  u s e f u l  a n d  p o p u l a r  

w o r k  w h i c h  h a s  g o n e  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  e d i t i o n s .

O n  t h e  5 t h  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 7 0 ,  M r . G r e e r iw e l l  q u a l i f i e d  a s  a  j u s t i c e  

o f  t h e  p e a c e ,  a n d  a d d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  

w i t h  a s s i d u i t y .  H e  h a d  n o t  l o n g  b e e n  o n  t h e  b e n c h ,  w h e n ,  d u r i n g  

t h e  's i l l y  s e a s o n  ' h is  c o n d u c t  a s  a  m a g i s t r a t e  w a s  c a l l e d  in  q u e s t i o n  

in  t h e  p r e s s .  A t  t h e  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  D u r h a m  g a o l  

h e  h a d  s i g h e d  a n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  t h e  l a s h  t o  a  p r i s o n e r  o f  a  b a d  

r e c o r d ,  w h o  h a d  a s s a u l t e d ,  a n d  n e a r l y  k i l l e d ,  a  w a r d e r .  A  q u e s t i o n  

w a s  a s k e d  i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s , . a n d  M r .  G r e e n w e l l ,  

f r o m  t h e  S t r a n g e r s '  G a l l e r y ,  h a d  t h e  s u p r e m e ' g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

h e a r i n g  t h e  H o m e  S e c r e t a r y ,  in  h i s  r e p l y ,  v i n d i c a t e  h i s  a c t i o n  

in  w o r d s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  t h a t ,  o n  e n q u i r y ,  h e  n o t  o n l y  a p p r o v e d ,  

b u t ,  i f  M r . G r e e n w e l l  h a d  a c t e d  o t h e r w i s e  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  r e n d e r e d  

h i m s e l f  l i a b l e  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  b e n c h .  M a n y  y e a r s  a f t e r 

w a r d s ,  i n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J u n e ,  1 9 0 5 ,  D r .  G r e e n  w e l l 's  ’ u t t e r a n c e s  

o n  t h e  b e n c h  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  r e c k le s s  m o t o r  c y c l i s t s ,  w h o  h a d  

e n d a n g e r e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  f o o t  p a s s e n g e r s ,  g a v e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h r e e  

z e a l o u s  m e m b e r s  o f  p a r l i a m e n t  t o  a d v e r t i s e  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  a s k in g  

q u e s t i o n s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  T h e  H o m e  S e c r e t a r y  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  

M r . G r e e n w e l l  h a d  n o t  u s e d  t h e  w o r d s  c o m p l a i n e d  o f  s e r i o u s l y ,  

a n d  t h a t  n o  o n e  in  c o u r t  r e g a r d e d  t h e m  a s  b e i n g  m a d e  s e r i o u s l y .  

T h e y  w h o  a d m in i s t e r  ju s t i c e  i n  p a t r i a r c h a l  f a s h i o n  e x p o s e  t h e m 

s e lv e s  t o  c r i t i c i s m  !

I n  1 9 0 0  h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  c h a i r m a n  o f  P e t t y  S e s s io n s  o f  D u r h a m  

W a r d ,  a n d ,  in  s p i t e  o f  h is  t h e n  a d v a n c e d  a g e ,  r e f o r m e d  t h e  p r o - ,  

c e d u r e  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  s o  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  s i t t i n g  o c c u p y i n g  t h e



w h o l e  o f ' o n e  d a y ,  w i t h  a  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t  a d j o u r n m e n t  t o  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  u n d e r  t h e  n e w  s y s t e m  t h e  c a s e s  p u t  d o w n  f o r  

h e a r i n g  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  g o t  t h r o u g h  i n  t w o  o r  t h r e e  h o u r s .  I t  

w a s  c u r r e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  D r .  G r e e n w e l l  f a n c i e d  h e  k n e w  a n  

a n t i - v a c c i n a t o r  h a l f  a  m i l e  o f f .  T h e  p r e s e n t  w r i t e r  w a s  o n c e  

s i t t i n g  n e a r  h i m ,  a s  a  g u e s t ,  o n  t h e  b e n c h ,  w h e n  a  m o s t  r e s p e c t 

a b l e  l o o k i n g  w o m a n  s t e p p e d  i n t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  b o x ,  a n d ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  

s w o r n ,  w a s  q u e s t i o n e d  * W h e n  w a s  t h e  c h i l d  b o r n  ? ' T h e r e  

b e i n g  n o  r e p l y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  r e p e a t e d ,  t o  b e  a n s w e r e d  b y  t h e  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  p o l i c e ,  * P l e a s e  y o u r  W o r s h i p  t h e r e  is  .n o  c h i ld .  

S h e  w a n t s '  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  l i c e n c e  ! '

A s  f a r  b a c k  a s  1 8 8 2 .  M r . G r e e n w e l l  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  h is  u n i v e r s i t y  

t h e  h o n o r a r y  d e g r e e  o f  D .C .L .  H e  w a s  a n  o r i g i n a l  m e m b e r  o f  

t h e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r m e d ,  in  1 8 9 3  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  R e v .  J o h n  H o d g 

s o n 's  f r a g m e n t a r y  H istory of Northum berland . I n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e v e n  v o l u m e s  o f  t h e  n e w  s e r ie s ,  h e  d i d  y e o m a n  s e r v i c e  

in  r e a d i n g  a n d  a n n o t a t i n g  t h e  p r o o f s  o f  e v e r y  p a g e ,  b e s id e s  

w r i t i n g  s u c h  s p e c ia l  c h a p t e r s  a s  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  

B a l i o l  a n d  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  G o s p a t r i c . 11

I n  1 9 0 8  D r .  G r e e n w e l l  r e s i g n e d  t h e  m i n o r  c a n o n r y ,  w h i c h  h e  

h a d  h e l d  f o r  5 4  y e a r s ,  a n d  t h e  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  o f  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  

l i b r a r y ,  w h i c h  h e  h a d  h e l d  f o r  4 6  y e a r s .  F r o m  t h e  v i c a r s '  s t a l l s  

h e  h a d  w i t n e s s e d ,  in  l o n g  p r o c e s s i o n ,  d e a n s  a n d  p r e b e n d a r i e s  

e n t e r  t h e  q u i r e ,  a n d  m a k e  t h e i r  e x i t .  W i t h o u t  b e l i t t l i n g  t h e s e  

r e s p e c t a b l e ,  a n d . e s t i m a b l e  m e n ,  i t  m a y  b e  s a id ,  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e ,  

t h a t  f e w  o f  t h e m  w e r e  h is  e q u a l  i n  b r a i n  p o w e r  a n d  c a p a c i t y ,  

t h a t  n o n e  s u r p a s s e d  h is  l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  t h a t  n o t  o n e  o f

11 ‘ Dr. Murray once told Dr, Greenwell that whatever the [New English] Dictionary 
possessed was really in great part due to him. Asked for an explanation Dr. Murray 
said that when he was a struggling schoolmaster in the south of Scotland, near Hawick, 
Dr. Greenwell lent him books on Teutonic languages and gave him encouragement, but 
for which he would never have made headway and the dictionary might never have 
been commenced/—Ex inf. the ‘Rev. H, D. Hughes,



th e m  a p p ro a ch e d , h im  in  h is je a lo u s  re g a rd  a n d  re v e re n ce  fo r  th e  
fa b r ic  o f  th e  ca th e d ra l . 12

A s  a  sch o la r  D r. G reen w ell's  lea d in g  c h a ra cte r is t ic  w as p erh a p s  
h is u n tir in g  la b o u r  in  ‘ th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  .orig in a l s o u rce s  o f  
in fo r m a t io n ' a n d  ‘ h is n a t iv e  in tu it io n  in  c o m in g  to  r ig h t  c o n 
c lu s ion s  o n  th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  fa c ts  w h ich  h e  d is c o v e r e d . ’

D r . G re e n w e ll’s fa cu lt ie s  re m a in e d  u n c lo u d e d  a n d  se re n e  t o  th e  
v e r y  en d . H is .u n e rr in g  ju d g m e n t  in  a r ch a e o lo g ica l m a tte rs  m a y  
b e  sa id  to  h a v e ' n e v e r  s tu m b le d  u n til he w as n e a r  n in e ty -f iv e  
yea rs  o f  age, w h en  he w as d e c e iv e d  b y  so m e  fo r g e d  o b je c t s  
b r o u g h t  to  h im  w ith  a p la u s ib le  ta le  w h ich  w as fo u n d  to  b e  fa lse  ; 
t o  h is b it te r  a n d  la stin g  regret. T o  th e  v e r y  e n d  o f  h is  p r o lo n g e d  
life , D r . G reen w ell re m a in e d  a k een  an g ler. I f  h e  k ille d  h is first 
tr o u t  b e fo r e  h e  w as ten  years .of age, he w as in  h is .n in e ty -e ig h th  
y e a r  w h en  he m a d e  a th ree  w e e k s ’ fish in g  e x p e d it io n  to  N o r th  
S u n d e rla n d  in  B a m b u rg h sh ire . A lth o u g h  he h a d  to  b e  c o n te n t  
w ith  b o t to m  fish in g , a  p a ra g ra p h  in  th e  Tim es o f  T st A u g u s t , 
1 9 1 7 , s ta te d  th a t  in  th is  e x p e d it io n  h e  h a d  c a u g h t  w ith  h is o w n  
r o d  4 0 0  p erch , 9 0  eels a n d  6  tr o u t . T h e y  w ere , o f  co u rse , k ille d  
in  p r iv a te  a n d  in la n d  w a ter . •

D r . G reen w ell’ s a ccession  to  le a rn e d  soc ie t ies  w as as fo llo w s  :—
1 8 4 3 , S ep t. 2 8 — T h e  S u rtees S o c i e t y ; trea su rer  1 8 4 3 - 1 8 4 9 ; 

v ice -p re s id e n t  1 8 9 4 - 1 9 1 8 .
1 8 4 5 , J u n e  3 — T h e  S o c ie ty  o f  A n tiq u a r ie s  o f  N e w c a s t le ; (he 

w a s re -e le cte d  7 th - N o v e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 ) ; v ic e -p r e s id e n t  
1 8 9 0 - 1 9 1 8 .

1 8 4 6 , T h e  T y n e s id e  F ie ld  C l u b ; p re s id e n t fr o m  1 8 6 2 - 1 8 6 3 .
1 8 6 1 , J u ly  2 5 — T h e  B erw ick sh ire  N a tu ra lis ts ’ C lu b .
1 8 6 2 , T h e . D u rh a m  a n d  N o r th u m b e r la n d  A r c h ite c tu r a l a n d  

A r ch a e o lo g ica l S o c i e t y ; p re s id e n t 1 8 6 5 - 1 9 1 8 .

12 From the hands of his party, Dr. Greenwell sought no preferment for himself, but 
it is stated that it was due to his interposition that the Prime Minister of the day appointed 
Dr. Kitchin to the deanery of Durham.



1 8 6 8 ,  F e b .  1 3 — T h e  S o c i e t y  o f  A n t i q u a r i e s  o f  L o n d o n .

1 8 6 8 ,  T h e  E t h n o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y .

1 8 7 8 ,  J u n e  6 — T h e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y . ,

1 8 7 9 ,  D e c .  1 — H o n .  F e l l o w  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  A n t i q u a r i e s  o f  

S c o t l a n d .

H i s  p o r t r a i t ,  p a i n t e d  in  1 8 9 8  b y  C o p e ,  h a n g s  i n  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  

l i b r a r y . 13 H i s  r e m a i n s  a r e  l a i d  h e a r  t h o s e  o f  h is  p a r e n t s  a n d  

o t h e r  o f  h i s  a n c e s t o r s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h y a r d  o f  'L a n c h e s t e r .  H e  w a s  

n e v e r  m a r r i e d .  T h e  s t o r y  is  t o l d  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  g r a v e  o f  t h e  

o l d  P u r i t a n ,  A m b r o s e  B a r n e s ,  w h o s e  b o d y  w a s  b u r i e d  in  S t .  

N i c h o l a s 's  c h u r c h  o n  t h e  2 6 t h  M a r c h ,  1 7 1 0 ,  h a d  t o  b e  o p e n e d  

s o m e  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s  t o  m a k e  r o o m  f o r  o n e  o f  h is  f a m i l y ,  a  

b y s t a n d e r  s e e i n g  h i s  s k u l l ,  e x c l a i m e d  ‘ L o r d ,  w h a t  a r e  w e  ? T h a t  

o n c e  w a s  t h e  w i s e s t  h e a d  i n  t h e  N o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d . 5

A p p e n d e d  t o  t h i s  p a p e r  is  a  b i b l i o g r a p h y  k i n d l y  p r e p a r e d  

b y  M r .  R o b e r t  B la h * . T h e  p e d i g r e e  o n  p a g e  2 0  o w e s  m u c h  t o  

t h e  g e n e a l o g i c a l  w o r k  o f  M r .  H .  M . W o o d .  .
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W illia m G re e n - 
WELL, D,C.L., 
F.R.S., F .S .A., 
rector of St. 
Mary m the 
South Bailey, 
Durham; born 
at the Ford, 23 
March, 1820, 
died at Durham 
27 January, 
1918; buried 
at Lanchester, 
unmarried.
Will dated 18 
January, 1918.

William Thomas 
Greenwell, of the 
Ford, born 13 
Feby. 1777, died-' 
29 May, 1854; 
buried at Lan
chester.

Alan Greenwell, of the 
Ford, stated to have 
been baptized 19 June, 
I 739 ! bond of marriage. 
4 Jany., 1773, he being 
then 29 years of age, 
and his intended wife 
26; married at Darling
ton ; died 25 February, 
1806, buried at Lan
chester.

Anne Ornsby, bapt. 19 
May, 1746, at Lan
chester ; died 23rd - 
April, 1783, buried 
there.

f

Dorothy Smales, 
bapt. St. Mary-le- 
Bow, Durham, 25 
December, 1789,. 
married there 25 
June, 1818, died 
28 September, 
1871 ; bur. Lan
chester. Will pr, 
23 Nov., 1871.

Francis Smales, of Dur
ham, born 19 Feby., 
1758, married at St. 
Oswald’s, Durham, 4 
September, 1784, '
buried there 16 Feb., 
1829, aged 71.

William Greenwell, of the Ford, bapt. 
31 Jan., 1694-5, at Lanchester, died 4 
14 April, 1758, buried there.

f  Nicholas Greenwell, of the Ford (son of 
I William Greenwell, of the same place, 

by his marriage with ̂ Barbara, daughter 
and heir of Robert Cole, of Kiblesworth) 
died 1736.

Anne, widow of Nichol
son Lightbody, of 

. Liverpool, and daugh
ter. of Richard Rad- 
clifife, died 25 July, 
1846, bur. at St. 
Oswald’s, aged 90.

i Elizabeth, daughter of...............Addison, of
[ Eggleston; married 18 December, 1688.

Mary Sanderson, mar. 5 Aug., 1734, f ........................Sanderson [of Lanchester],
at Lanchester; died 12 March, 1771,^
aged 70 ; buried there. t .................*...........*..........

Henry Ornsby, of Lanchester, bap. 
15 July, 1701, at Lanchester, and 
was buried there 31 Dec., 1749 (or 
19 January, 1746-7).

Catherine Rippon, bapt. 9 Oct., 1711, 
at Lanchester, mar, there 13 Oct., 
1735, and was buried there 22 April, 
1747*

Francis Smales, - vicar of Kirkby 
Ravensworth; born 23 Feby., 1719,- 
died 29 Oct,, 1786.

John Ornsby, of the parish of Lanchester.

Eleanor Lax, married at Lanchester,
30 April, 1700.

Thomas Rippon, of Byerlaw house, 
parish of Lanchester.

Elizabeth Arrowsmith, of Cornsay, married 
at Lanchester, November, 1710.

f  Francis Smales, of St, John’s College,
Cambridge, B.A. 1699, M.A. 1703, rector 
of Kirkby Stephen, Wycliffe/and Brignal 
(son of Matthew Smales, of Gilling, by 
his marriage with Anne, daughter of 
Thomas Smithson, of Barton); born circa
1678, buried at................22 May, 1730.
Will dated 30 March, 1724,

Elizabeth, daughter of Laton Eden, of 
Peterhouse, Cambridge, vicar of Hartburn, 
married 18th May, 1710, at Wycliffe.

f Thomas Lancaster, of Manfield, North 
Jane Lancaster,* only daughter, marri-J Riding of‘Yorkshire,

ed 9 December, 1756, at Manfield.

f Richard Radcliffe, of Cockermouth (son of 
Francis Radcliffe, of Keswiek, of the 
family of Radcliffe of Ullock and Braith- 
waitej; baptized 25 July, 1697.

„ Margaret, daughter of [Richard] Kelsick.

f John Nowell, of Naworth, receiver of the 
Earl of Carlisle; died 31 March, 1770, 
aged 71 ; bur. at Morpeth. Will dated 6. 
Dec., 1766; pr. York, 11 Aug., 1770.

Richard Radcliffe, of Cockermouth 
and of Ullock.

Maria Dorothy Nowell, died 13 Nov., 
1777-


