
I I .— E A R L Y  N O R T H U M B R I A N  C H R I S T I A N I T Y  A N D  

T H E  A L T A R S  T O  T H E  f D I  V E T E R E S . ’

B y  P r o f . H a v e r f ie l d , D . L i t t . ,  L L . D . ,  F . S .A . ,  F . B . A . ,  V .P .

T h e  s u b j e c t  w h i c h  I  w i s h  t o  t r e a t  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a p e r  

is  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  R o m a n o - B r i t i s h  p e r i o d  

i n  n o r t h e r n  E n g l a n d .  I t  is  a  s u b j e c t  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  s u c h  q u e s ­

t i o n s  a s  t h e  v a r i o u s  e v i d e n c e s  f o r  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n  in  

t h e  M u r a l  r e g i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  R o m a n  a g e ,  a n d  t h e  t r a c e s  ( I  f e a r ,  

o n l y  f e w )  w h i c h  s u r v i v e  o f  i t .  T h e  f u r t h e r  m a t t e r  o f  p o s t - R o m a n  

d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  s a m e  r e g i o n  i n  e a r l y  E n g l i s h  d a y s ,  I  d o  n o t  

p r o p o s e  t o  c o n s i d e r  : i t  is  n o t ,  i n d e e d ,  a  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  I  

c a n  c l a i m  a n y  s p e c i a l  a c q u a i n t a n c e .  B u t  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m o r e  

c a n  b e  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  R o m a n  p e r i o d  t h a n  h a s  y e t  b e e n  s a id .

T h e  s u b j e c t ,  t o o ,  s e e m s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  b e g a n  in  a n  a g e  w h e n  t h e  a n c i e n t  w o r l d  h a d  j u s t  

p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u n h a p p i e s t  y e a r s  w h i c h  i t  e v e r  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  

e x p e r i e n c e d ,  a  p e r i o d  e m b r a c i n g — a s  - t h e  h i s t o r i a n  T a c i t u s  o b ­

s e r v e d :— 2 0  c o n t i n u o u s  y e a r s  o f  d o w n r i g h t  a n a r c h y ,  w h i c h  h e  

s u m s  u p  i n  o n e  o f  h i s  b r i e f  m o r d a n t  s a y i n g s — continua per viginti 
annos discordia ;  non rnos, non ius (Annals, 3 ,  2 8 )  ‘ F o r  t w e n t y  

y e a r s  (b .c . 4 8 - 2 8 )  c e a s e le s s  s t r i f e  r e i g n e d  ; n o  s o c i a l  o r d e r  e x i s t e d ,  

n o r  a n y  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  l a w /  A m o n g s t  m e n  w h o  h a d  l i v e d  

t h r o u g h  t h a t  t e r r i b l e  t i m e ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  b e g a n  t o  

g r o w .  I t  h a s  s i n c e  h a d  t o  f a c e  o t h e r  l o n g  w a r s ,  n o t a b l y  t h e  2 0  

y e a r s  o f  t h e  N a p o l e o n i c  s t r u g g le  ( 1 7 9 3 - 1 8 1 5 ) ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  g r a n d ­

f a t h e r s  o f  m a n y  m e n  n o w  a l i v e  ( m y  o w n  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  f o r  o n e ) ,  

t o o k  a c t i v e  p a r t .  T o - d a y ,  w e  a r e  e n g a g e d  i n  a n  e v e n  g r e a t e r  

f i g h t ,  w h i c h  w e  h o p e  w i l l  n o t  l a s t  2 0  y e a r s ,— t h o u g h  I  c a n n o t



f o r g e t  t h e  s in i s t e r  f o r e c a s t  o f  a  w is e  O x f o r d  c o l l e a g u e ,  w h o  i n .  

A u g u s t ,  1 9 1 4 ,  w a s  o n  h is  d e a t h b e d  (h e  d i e d  s o o n  a f t e r ) ,  a n d  w h o  

f o r e t o l d  a  w a r  o f  1 8  y e a r s .  I f  f o r  a  l i t t l e ,  w e  c a n  l e t  o u r  t h o u g h t s  

w a n d e r  f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n t e s t ,  w e  m a y  t u r n  b a c k  t o  t h e  d i s t a n t  

d a y s  w h e n  o u r  r e l i g i o n  f i r s t  m a d e  i t s  w a y  t h r o u g h  n o r t h e r n  

E n g l a n d .

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a s  is  w e l l - k n o w n ,  p e n e t r a t e d  f a r  i n t o  R o m a n  

B r i t a i n  b e f o r e  t h e  R o m a n  a g e  e n d e d .  D a t e s  a n d  d e t a i l s  a r e ,  

i n d e e d ,  i m p e r f e c t l y  r e c o r d e d ,  b u t  i t  s e e m s  t h a t ,  i n  a n d  e v e n  

e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y  a .d ., i n d i v i d u a l  C h r i s t i a n s  o n  i n d i ­

v i d u a l  a n d  m o s t l y  c a s u a l  e r r a n d s ,  h a d  b e g u n  t o  r e a c h  o u r  i s l a n d ,  

m a n y ,  n o  d o u b t ,  f r o m  N o r t h e r n  G a u l ,1 s o m e  p e r h a p s  f r o m  t h e  

R h i n e  v a l l e y , 2 w h i c h  t h e n  f o r m e d  t h e  e a s t e r n  b o r d e r  o f  G a u l ,  

a n d  s o m e  m a y - b e  f r o m  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  T h e s e  m e n  

p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  c o m e  a s  f o r m a l  m is s i o n a r i e s ,  b u t  t h e y  s e r v e d  

a s  s u c h  i n  s p r e a d i n g  t h e i r  f a i t h .  T h u s  i t  w a s  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  

c o n g r e g a t i o n s  b e g a n  t o  g r o w  in  B r i t a i n ,  a n d  ( n o  d o u b t  w i t h  a i d  

f r o m  G a u l )  b i s h o p r i c s  a r o s e .  B u t  e v e n  t h is  s t a t e m e n t ,  b r i e f  a s  

i t  is  a n d  v e r y  r u d i m e n t a r y ,  m u s t  b e  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  c o n t a i n i n g  

u n c e r t a i n t i e s  ; C h r i s t i a n i t y  in  B r i t a i n  s p r a n g  f r o m  s o u r c e s  w h i c h  

c a n n o t  n o w  b e  f u l l y  t r a c e d .  L i k e  t h e  f i r s t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  R o m e ,  

i t s  b e g i n n i n g s  a r e  d i m l y  k n o w n .

I n  a n y  c a s e ,  i t  p r e s e n t ly  r e a c h e d  f u l l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  B y  t h e  

o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y  A .D . t h e  B r i t i s h  c h u r c h  w a s  g r o w n  

u p .  T h e r e  w e r e  C h r is t ia n s  h e r e ,  w h o m  t h e  D i o c l e t i a n i c  p e r s e ­

c u t i o n  o f  a . d .  304 a f f e c t e d  s h a r p l y .  T h a t '  g a v e  B r i t a i n  h e r  

e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d e d  m a r t y r s .  A g a i n ,  B r i t i s h  b i s h o p s  a t t e n d e d  s o m e

1 In Roman times there was considerable intercourse between Britain and the prede­
cessors of our present allies in France ; Gaulish immigrants appear at Bath {doubtless 
in search of health), and also at Cirencester and at Caerwent {Eph. e p i g r ix, 995, 1009, 
etc.).

2 There was also intercourse between the estuary of the Rhine and the port (as it then 
was) at Colchester, as several objects in the Colchester Museum show {Eph. epigr., ix, 1356)



o f  t h e  g r e a t  C o u n c i l s  in  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y ,  d i s t a n t  a s  t h e y  

w e r e .  I n  3 1 4 ,  t h r e e  b i s h o p s — o n e  e a c h  f r o m  C o l c h e s t e r  - ( o r  

L o n d o n ) ,  Y o r k ,  a n d  ( p r o b a b l y )  L i n c o l n — w i t h  a  B r i t i s h  p r i e s t  

a n d  d e a c o n ,  a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  A r l e s ,  i n  s o u t h - e a s t e r n  

F r a n c e ;  B r i t i s h  b i s h o p s  a l s o  s e e m  t o  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  f a r - o f f  

e a s t e r n  C o u n c i l  o f  N i c a e a  (3 2 5 ) ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  S a r d i c a  (3 4 3 ) ,  in  

w h a t  is  n o w  B u l g a r i a ,  a n d ,  m o r e  c e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  n e a r e r  C o u n c i l  o f  

A r i m i n u m  ( R i m i n i ,  in  N o r t h  I t a l y )  in  3 4 g .3 C l e a r l y  t h e r e  w a s  

i n  B r i t a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y  a n  o r g a ­

n i s e d  e p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h ,  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  d i o c e s e s  a n d  d i o c e s a n  

b i s h o p s .  B y  o r  s o o n  a f t e r  a .d . 4 0 0 ,  t h i s  c h u r c h  p r o d u c e d  m e n  

l i k e  P e l a g i u s  t h e  h e r e t i c ,  a n d  o n e  F a u s t u s ,  w h o  a b o u t  4 6 0  b e c a m e  

b i s h o p  o f  R i e z  in  s o u t h e r n  G a u l ,  a n d  p l a y e d  s o m e  , p a r t  i n  t h e  

g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c s  o f  h is  d a y  (4 1 0 - 4 9 5 ) .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  f i f t h  c e n t u r y  

t h e  i s l a n d  w a s  v i s i t e d  b y  e m i n e n t  c o n t i n e n t a l  C h r is t ia n s ,  s u c h  

a s  L u p u s  a n d  S . G e r m a n u s  o f  A u x e r r e — o n  e c c l e s ia s t i c a l  e r r a n d s  

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  P e l a g i a n  h e r e s y — a n d  p e r h a p s  a b o u t  t h e  

s a m e  t i m e  F a s t i d i u s  P r i s c u s ,  s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  B ntannorum  
ep iscopu s , w r o t e  a  t r a c t  * d e  v i t a  C h r i s t i a n a /  w h i c h  a t  o n e  t i m e  

w a s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  S . A u g u s t i n e .4 B y  a b o u t  4 2 0 ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

h a d  p l a i n l y  m a d e  g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  B r i t a i n . 5

O f  a l l  t h i s ,  c l e a r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  t r a c e s  s u r v i v e  in  m a n y  p la c e s *  

A t  C h e d w o r t h ,  n e a r  C i r e n c e s t e r  in  s o u t h - e a s t  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e  ; 

a t  C l a n v i l l e ,  n e a r  A n d o v e r ,  in  H a n t s  ; a t  F r a m p t o n  a n d  a t  F i f e -  

h e a d  N e v i l l e ,  i n  D o r s e t s h i r e ' ;  a t  L o n d o n ;  a t  B r a n c a s t e r . in  

N o r f o l k ; a t  Y o r k ; a n d  o n  o t h e r  s i t e s ,  t h e  C h r is t ia n  ‘ C h ir h o  ’

3 Haddan and Stubbs, Ecclesiastical Documents, i, pp. 7, foil. See also my paper in 
the English H istorica l Review, July, 1896, and the later volume C hris tian ity in  early 
B rita in , by H. Williams (Oxford, 1 gn.).

4 There is some doubt whether Fastidius was a Briton of Britain, or, as others think, 
belonged to Brittany. His views appear to have been somewhat Pelagian. (Several 
admirers and disciples of Augustine were infected with some sort of semi-Pelagianism).

5 For other evidence see my paper cited in note (3).



m o n o g r a m  o r  s o m e  C h r is t ia n  s y m b o l  o r  f o r m u l a  o c c u r s ,  ' c u t  o r  

s c r a t c h e d  o n  r in g s  a n d  o t h e r  e a s i l y  p o r t a b l e  o b j e c t s  o r  w o r k e d  

i n t o '  m o s a i c  f l o o r s  o f  R o m a n  d a t e ,  e t c .  L a s t ,  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  

b e s i d e s  s u c h  s m a l l  v e s t i g e s ,  a  l i t t l e  c h u r c h  o f  t h e  ‘ b a s i l i c a n  ' t y p e  

w a s  i n  1 8 9 2  u n e a r t h e d  a t  S i l c h e s t e r ,  w h i c h ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  is  t h e  o n l y  

C h r i s t i a n  - c h u r c h  o f  R o m a n  d a t e  y e t  d e t e c t e d  in  B r i t a i n , 6 a n d  

a l m o s t  t h e  o n l y  o n e  in  w e s t e r n  E u r o p e .

O n e  o r  t w o  i n s c r i p t i o n s  c a n  a l s o  b e  q u o t e d ,  w h i c h ,  t h o u g h  n o t  

s t r i c t l y  C h r is t ia n  i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i m p l y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  

o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  . A h  a l t a r  f o u n d  a t  C i r e n c e s t e r  in  1 8 9 1  s e e m s  a  

c l e a r  c a s e  : i t  r e c o r d s  h o w  L .  S e p t i m i u s  . . , praeses  ( g o v e r n o r )  

o f ‘ B r i t a n n i a  P r i m a ,  r e s t o r e d  a. c o l u m n  in  h o n o u r  o f  J u p i f e r ,  

w h i c h  c o l u m n  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  b y  f o r m e r  p i o u s  h a n d s  (prisca  
religione). T h i s  a l t a r  is  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  e a r l i e r  t h a n  a .d . 3 0 0  a n d  

b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y  a .d . a n d  p e r h a p s  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  

o f  t h a t  c e n t u r y .  T h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  r e c o r d e d  o n  i t  i n d i c a t e s  s o m e  

r e v i v a l  o f  p a g a n i s m ,  w h i c h  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p a g a n  

r e v i v a l  u n d e r  J u l i a n  t h e  A p o s t a t e  (a .d . 3 6 0 - 3 6 3 ) .7 '

I t  w i l l  b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e s e  e x a m p l e s  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h  o r  

t h e  m i d d l e  o f  B r i t a i n .  T h e r e  is ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o  l a c k  o f  C h r i s t ia n  

r e m a in s  o f  t h e  R o m a n  a g e  in  n o r t h e r n  E n g l a n d .  I n  S c o t l a n d ;  

s u c h  e v i d e n c e s  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  a w a n t i n g .  T h e  R o m a n s  w i t h d r e w :  

a b o u t  a .d . 1 8 0  f r o m  t h e  w h o le  r e g i o n  n o r t h  o f  C h e v i o t ,  a n d  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  c a n  h a r d l y  h a v e  a d v a n c e d  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  

C a l e d o n i a ' b y  t h a t  y e a r .  T h e r e  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t r a c e s  o f  S t .  

N i n i a n  o n  t h e  G a l l o w a y  c o a s t  a t  W h i t h e r n ,  a n d  t w o  c u r i o u s

61 do not believe that St. Martin’s, Canterbury, contains Roman work in  s itu ) though 
its walls contain many Roman tiles. Nor does it seem possible to assign dates within 
the Roman period— i.e. before about a.d. 410— to the church on the ‘ Eastern Heights,’ 
close to the Roman Pharos, at Dover, or to the churches at Lyminge (Kent), Reculver 
(Kent), and Brixworth (Northants). See the late J. T. Micldethwaite’s articles, Archaeo­
logical Journal, 53 (1896), pp. 293, 315; 55, pp. 340-349, and Comm. Rivoira’s Lom- 
bardic Architecture,* (London, 1900,) ii, 125, etc.

7 Eph. e p ig r ix, 997; Archaeological Journal, 50, 1893, PP- 284, 308. -



to m b s to n e s  o f  C h ristian  b ish o p s  w ith  la tin  ■ n am es h a v e  b e e n  
fo u n d  n e a r  th e  sa m e  c o a s t  in  th e  e x tre m e  so u th -w e st  co rn e r  o f  
W ig to n s h ir e , a t  K ir k m a d r in e 8 (fig. i ) .  B u t  th ese rem ain s b e lo n g  
a t  ea r lie s t t o  th e  fifth  c e n tu r y  a .d .

H o w e v e r , in  n o rth e rn  E n g la n d , th e  rem ain s are fa ir ly  n u m erou s. 
In d e e d , a  m a p  c o m p ile d  b y  th e  la te  D r. H iib n e r  a b o u t  1 8 7 5 ,9 

t o  sh ew  th e  sites  w h ere  C h ristian  in scr ip tio n s  o f  R o m a n  a n d  p o s t- 
R o m a n  d a te  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  in ' o u r  is la n d , in d ica tes  th a t  th e y  
o c c u r  ch ie f ly  in  W a le s , in  D e v o n  a n d  C orn w a ll, in  n o r th -e a s t  
Y o rk s h ir e , D u r h a m , a n d  in  th e  M u ra l reg ion . T h e  so u th  o f  
E n g la n d  a n d  th e  M id la n d s  y ie ld  fa r  fe w e r  e x a m p le s . T h is  is in  
o n e  w a y  su rp ris in g . F o r , th r o u g h o u t  th e  R o m a n  E m p ire , 
C h r is t ia n ity  s p re a d  fir s t  a n d  fa s te s t in  to w n s  a n d  cities , w h ile  
th e  to w n -s ite s  o f  R o m a n  B r ita in  b e lo n g  m a in ly  to  th e  m id la n d s  
a n d  th e  s o u th -e a s t . I t  is th e re  th a t  w e s h o u ld  e x p e c t  C h ristian  
e v id e n ce s , n o t  in  th e  fo r ts  o r  p o s ts  o f  th e  a rm y . A n d  in d eed , 
in  B r ita in , as in  m o s t  o th e r  p ro v in ce s , w e  h a v e  litt le  s ign  o f  
C h r is t ia n ity  in  th e  a r m y . In  th e  le g io n a ry  fortresses Isca  a n d  
Deva  (C a erleon  a n d  C h ester) th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  C h ristian  re lig ion  
is a lm o s t  im p e rc e p t ib le , w h ile  th e  tra ces  o f  C h rist ia n ity  d e te c te d  
a t  Y o r k  p r o b a b ly  b e lo n g  as m u c h  to  th e  m u n ic ip a lity  as to  th e  
le g io n a r y  fo rtre ss  o f  E b u r a c u m . S u ch  w as th e  case th r o u g h o u t

* Proceedings Soc, Ant. Scot., 1897-98, p. 248, and 1916-7, pp. 199-207 ; Hubner, Inscr.
B r it. Christ. 205-206. The inscriptions seem to be :— (1) A et —  H ie iacent s[an]c[t\i et 
praecipui sacerdotes, id  es[f] V iventius et M a io rius  (or M avorins); (ii). . . .  s et F lorentius ; 
that is in English : (i) * Alpha and Omega ; here lie the holy bishops, that is, Viventius 
and Maiorius or Mavorius ; and (ii) ‘ here lie . . and Florentius. ’

9 In his Inscr. B r it . Christ. (Berlin and London, 1876). This work was not very satis­
factory at the time when it was done, and it is now out-of-date, and imperfect in innu­
merable ways. It is, however, the only existing collection, and as such must be quoted. 
It is a matter of regret for antiquaries that the Christian as well as the classical inscriptions 
of early Britain (CIL. vii) have been so badly edited by the Berlin scholar to whose care 
they were entrusted. Britain has in this respect fared very far worse than any other 
Roman province, except Spain. I hope, though the war forbids prophecies, that it may 
presently be possible to repair the deficiencies,
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T W O  C H R I S T I A N  I N S C R I P T I O N S ,  K 1 R K M A D R I N E  (p . 26).

1. Hie iacent sancti et praecipui sacerdotes, id est, Viventius et Maiorius.
2 , . . . s et Florentius.



th e  E m p ire . T h e  la te r  im p e r ia l a rm y , recru ited , m a in ly  fr o m  
p e a sa n ts  a n d  b a rb a r ia n s , c o n s is te d  o f  pagani (c o u n tr y  fo lk ) , a n d  
n o r m a lly  c o n ta in e d  fe w  C h rist ia n s . 10 T h e  e m p e ro r  D io c le t ia n  
(a . d . 2 8 4 - 3 0 5 , n o  f r ie n d .o f  th e  C h ristian s), w as a b le  to  e x c lu d e  
th e m  fr o m  m ilita ry  se rv ice , w ith o u t  lessen in g  a p p re c ia b ly  h is 
m a n -p o w e r . S ix ty  years la ter , J u lia n  (a .d . 3 6 0 - 3 ), o b s e rv e s  w ith  
sa tis fa c t io n , th a t  ‘ th e  m ass o f  h is tr o o p s  w o rs h ip p e d  th e  g o d s . ’ 
S o m e  o f  th is su r v iv a l o f  th e  o ld  re lig ion  is v is ib le  n o t  o n ly  in  th e  
ran k  a n d  file  o f  th e  a rm y , b u t  in  th e  o fficers  a n d  o ffic ia l c lass 
g en era lly . T h u s , w e k n o w  th e  n am es o f  fe w  fo u r th -c e n tu r y  
o ffic ia ls  in  B r ita in , y e t  p erh a p s  i t  is n o t  an  a c c id e n t  th a t  o n e  o f  
w h o m  w e d o  h ear , S ep tim iu s . ,  th e  praeses o f  B r ita n n ia  P r im a  
m e n t io n e d  a b o v e  (p .— ), ap p ea rs  a t C iren cester  as sp e c ia lly  
w o rs h ip p in g  J u p ite r , a n d  th a t  th e  e m p e ro r  M agn u s M a x im u s, 
w h o , b e fo r e  h e  b e ca m e  e m p e ro r , h e ld  h ig h  c o m m a n d  in  B r ita in  
(3 6 8 - 3 8 3 ), w as n o t  a  C h ristian  t ill 3 8 2 . H is  c o n v e rs io n  c a n n o t  
h a v e  m u ch  a ffe c te d  B r ita in , f o r  in  3 8 3  h e  s tru c k  a b lo w  fo r  
em p ire , a n d  t o o k  across th e  C h an n el a la rge  p a rt  o f  th e  g a rrison  
o f  th e  is la n d , to  h e lp  h im  to  w in  a th ro n e  : n e ith e r  h e  n o r  th e y  
e v e r  re tu rn ed . F o r  th e  n e x t  2 0  o r  3 0  y ears , th e  R o m a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  in  B r ita in  w as w ea k  a n d  in te rm itte n t . S o o n  a fte r  4 0 0 , it  
w as b y  degrees a lto g e th e r  g iv e n  u p . A t  a  d a te  w h ich  c a n n o t  
b e  f ix e d  p re cise ly , b u t  w h ich  p r e t ty  ce r ta in ly  fe ll s o o n  a fte r  4 0 0 , 
th e  R o m a n s  ‘ le ft  B r ita in  ’ ; th a t  is, it  d oes n o t  seem  th a t  th e y  
lite ra lly  le ft  in  a b o d y , b u t  th a t  th e  cen tra l g o v e r n m e n t  ce a se d

10 See for instance, O. Seeck, Untergang der antiken Welt, i, 5 7 . Domaszewski (Religion 
des romischen Heeres, pp. 63 , 67, etc.) points out that even in Valentinian’s reign the 
frontier forces were largely heathen. That Christians served is proved by such evidence 
as the first paragraphs of Tertullian’s de Corona, the story of the ‘ thundering legion,* 
and the legends of'soldier martyrs, but heathen soldiers were certainly the rule. In the 
fourth century army, both legions and auxiliaries, were largely recruited from sources 
which can hardly have been Christian, and Christian soldiers (except in one or. two pro­
vinces) were probably rarer than in 20 0  a.d,



t o s e n d  o u t  fr o m  R o m e  re lie fs o f  o fficers  a n d  o f  tr o o p s  to  a d m in ister  
a n d  to  g a rrison  th e ' d is ta n t is lan d .

I p r o c e e d  to  n o t ic e  a fe w  rem ain s fo u n d  in  th e  M ural d is tr ic t  
w h ich  im p ly  th e  p resen ce  o f  C h r is t ia n s :—

• (i) A  fr a g m e n ta r y  se p u lch ra l in s c r ip tio n  (fig. 2 ), n o w  in  the 
B la c k g a te  M u seu m  a t N e w ca st le , Catal, n o . 9 5  ; C IL, v i i , 1 0 2 1 ; 
Lap. Sept. 6 2 3 ; Arch. Ael. 1 8 5 7 , (2 n d  ser.,
1 , 2 5 7 , n o . 1 2 1 ) , seem s to  b e  fa ir ly
ce r ta in ly  C h ristian , th o u g h  th o se  w h o  h a v e  
e x a m in e d  th e  s to n e  b e fo r e  m e h a v e  n o t  . 
h it  o n  th a t  id ea . W h e n  a n d  e x a c t ly  w h ere  
it  w a s fo u n d  seem s n o t  to  h a v e  b e e n  fu lly  
r e co r d e d , b e y o n d  th a t  it  co m e s  fr o m  
R is in g h a m , a n d  (a c c o rd in g  to  D r. H iib n e r , 
w h o  n o  d o u b t  le a rn t th is fr o m  D r. B ru ce ), 
w as g iv e n  to  o u r  s o c ie ty  b y  th e  la te  M r.
R ic h a r d  S h an k s. H e , in  o r  . ju s t  a fte r  
1 8 4 0 , g a v e  us m a n y  ston es  fr o m  th e  R o m a n  
fo r t  th e re  ; a n d  h e  (o r  ra th er  his fa th er ), 
b o u g h t  th e  s ite  o f  th e  fo r t  in  1 8 2 2 , a n d  . f ig .  2 . .
d ie d  in  1 8 9 8 .11

T h e  le t te r in g  o n  th e  s to n e  seem s fa ir ly  certa in , a n d , th o u g h  it  
is im p e r fe c t , I d o u b t  if  m u ch  is lo s t , sa v e  a w o rd  o r  tw o  h ere  a n d  
t h e r e ; it  is p la in ly  d e fe c t iv e  a t th e  b e g in n in g , a n d  at lea st on e  
le t te r  m u st b e  s u p p lie d  a t  th e  e n d  ; it  is d a m a g e d  also across th e  
m id d le . A s  I re a d  it , lin e  1  b eg in s  w ith  . . . e s  (‘ e ’ im p e rfe c t) , 
th e  e n d  o f  th e  d e a d  m a n ’s n a m e . .T h e r e  fo llo w s  d e c e p  . . 

decep[tus], th a t  is, ‘ c u t  o f f  ’ o r  ‘ d e a d  ’— unless th e d e a d  m a n  
h a d  tw o  n a m es  a n d  decep . . b eg in s  th e  se co n d . L in e  2  g ives

h See Arch. Ael., i ser. vol. in (1844), pp. 150 foil; 3 ser. x, p. 2 1 1 , not, I think, a 
quite accurate account. Even the account of the find spot in Arch. Ael. 1 (1857), p. 
2 5 7 , is meagre.



h is  a g e ,  ann(orum ) x x i i : h e  d i e d  a g e d  2 2 . L i n e  3  a d d e d  t h e  

d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h ,  kal. Iu n . ‘ h e  d i e d  o n  o r  (a s  o n e  o r  t w o  l e t t e r s  

m a y  h a v e  d r o p p e d  o u t )  a  f e w  d a y s  b e f o r e  J u n e  1 /  L i n e  4  c o n ­

t a in s  a  v e r b  w h i c h  I  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  a n d  w h i c h  is  n o t  a b s o ­

l u t e l y  c l e a r  o n  t h e  s t o n e ,  reh itia v it;  i t  m u s t  b e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  

requievit “  h e  f e l l  a s l e e p . "  L i n e  5  a d d s  a  d a t e  b y  a  y e a r  c o s  

(consule) c.F., a  c o n s u l s h i p ,  w h i c h  I  c a n n o t  i d e n t i f y 12. P e r h a p s ,  

a n  e m p e r o r  is  in  q u e s t i o n ,  a s  a  p a r t  o f  h is  t i t l e  f i l ls  l in e .  7 — p  F  

in v ic t , p(ius) )(elix) invict(us)y p r o b a b l y  in  t h e  a b l a t i v e . . L a s t l y , ,  

l in e  8  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d e a d  m a n 's  u n c l e ,  avunculus , s e t  u p  t h e '  

t o m b s t o n e ;  w e  m a y  s u p p l y  p . o r  posuit, o r  t h e  l i k e ,  i n  a . l o s t  

l in e  9 .  T h o u g h  t h e  e m p e r o r 's  n a m e s  c a n n o t  b e  f i x e d  i n  l in e s  

4  a n d  5 , b o t h  l e t t e r i n g  a n d  p h r a s i n g  p o i n t  t o  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y  ; 

t h e  p h r a s in g  s u g g e s t s  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a n d  w e  m a y  r e f e r  t h e  s t o n e  

t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  o f  t h a t  c e n t u r y  ( s a y  a .d . 3 0 0 - 3 5 0 ) .

(ii) A  m o r e  s t r i k i n g  a n d  le s s  p u z z l i n g  e x a m p l e  w a s  d e t e c t e d  

in  1 8 8 9  a t  C h e s t e r h o lm ,  b y  o u r  l a t e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  D r .  B r u c e , ,  

a n d  o u r  s e c r e t a r y ,  M r . R .  B l a i r ,  w h o  is  h a p p i l y  s t i l l  w i t h  u s  

(Arch. A el. 1 8 8 9 ,  2 n d  s e r . ,  x i i i , 3 6 8 )  ; i t  h a s  f r o m  t h e / f i r s t  b e e n  

r e c o g n i s e d  a s  C h r is t ia n ,  a n d  is  n o w  i n  t h e  C h e s t e r s  m u s e u m ,.  I t .  

is  a  f l a t t i s h  i r r e g u l a r - s h a p e d  s l a b ,  b e a r i n g  a c r o s s  i t  l e t t e r s ' i n  

t h r e e  l in e s  ( f ig .  3 , p .  3 0 ) ,  t h a t  is ,  ‘ B r i g o m a g l u s  l i e s ;  b u r i e d  

h e r e  ; . ' ( I n  t h e  f i r s t  l in e  t h e  s i x t h  l e t t e r  is  a n  i n v e r t e d  M . 

T h e  t h i r d  l in e  is  b r o k e n ; a n  i m p e r f e c t  l e t t e r  b e f o r e  y s  l o o k s  a s ; 

i f  i t  w e r e  c ,  a s  t o  w h i c h  s e e  b e l o w ) .  ' . r

I t  is  p e r h a p s  w o r t h y  o f  n o t e ,  t h o u g h  i t  h a s ; n o t * b e e n  n o t i c e d , ,  

t h a t  a  C h r is t ia n  ‘ c o n f e s s o r  a n d  b i s h o p  ’ w i t h  a  n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  

n a m e ,  B r i o m a g l u s ,  a l s o  c a l l e d  B r i o c u s ,  w a s  s e n t  o v e r  t o  G a u l  

f r o m  B r i t a i n  t o  j o i n  S t .  G e r m a n u s  i n  t h e  f i f t h  c e n t u r y ,  o r  p e r h a p s .

12 Prof. A. von Domaszewski, a high authority, once suggested’ to me that C stood for. 
Carausius ( a .d . 287-293). I do not think that any letters are here missing. The surface ■ 
of the stone does not suggest it. *



i n  t h e  l a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y .  H e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  c o m p a n i o n  a t  o n e  m o m e n t  o f  t w o  m o r e  f a m o u s  m e n ,  P a t r i c k  

t h e  A p o s t l e  

o f  I r e l a n d ,  

a n d  H e l -  

t u t u s  o r  

I l l t u d ,  w h o  

w a s  f a m o u s  

a m o n g  e a r -  

l y  W e l s h  

C h r i s t i a n s .

I t  w o u l d  b e  

p l e a s a n t  t o  

t h i n k  t h a t  

t h e  C h e s t e r -  

h o l m  m o n u ­

m e n t  i n ­

d i c a t e d  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  in  

N o r t h u m ­

b e r l a n d  o f

a  f r i e n d  o f  t h e s e  t w o  g r e a t  m e n ,  a n d  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s p e l l i n g  b e t w e e n  B r i g o m a g l u s  a n d  B r i o m a g l u s —  

f o r  w h i c h  i n d e e d  p a r a l l e l s  c a n  b e  c i t e d 13— m a k e s  s u c h  a  h y p o ­

t h e s i s  a b s u r d .  W e  m i g h t ,  i n d e e d ,  c o m p l e t e  t h e  f o u r t h  l in e  

a b o v e  : [qui et B rio ]cu s , ‘ w h o  w a s  a l s o  c a l l e d  B r i o c u s /

13 Many Celtic names beginning with Brig seem to have lost the G before a following 
vowel. The place-name * Brige * in France has become ‘ Brie * in several cases (Holder, 
Sprackschatz, i, 540 foil.) and a Breconshire inscription gives the name ‘ Brigomaglus ’ 
in the form of * Briamail.* A life of Briocus {Analecta Bollandiana, 11, 16 3), speaks of 
sanctus Briomaghis, Coriticianae regionis indigena (from Cardiganshire ; not from Kerry, 
as the Bollandist editor conjectures). He seems to have gone to Brittany and to have 
died there, perhaps about a .d .  5 1 5 , at the great age which such men often reached.



(iii) B es id es  th ese  ston es , a  fe w  sm a ll o b je c t s  b e a r in g  th e  
C h ristian  m o n o g ra m  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  in  so u th e rn  N o rth u m b e r -. 
la n d . T h e  fa m o u s  C o rb r id g e  L a n x , w h ich , a c c o r d in g  to  m y  
O x fo r d  co lle a g u e , P ro fe sso r  P e r c y  G a rd n er , rep resen ts  a  la te  
v e rs io n  o f  th e  J u d g m e n t  o f  P aris  (m a d e  in  th e  th ir d  o r  fo u r th  
ce n tu ry , p erh a p s b y  s ilversm ith s  o f  E p h e s u s , 14 b e a rs  n o  C h ristian  
m a r k ; its  s u b je c t  is, in d e e d , t o o  p a g a n  fo r  th a t . B u t  a  s ilv e r  
b o w l, fo u n d  u n d er  
c ircu m sta n ce s  w h ich  
su g g e st th a t  it  a n d  
th e  la n x  b e lo n g  to  th e  
sa m e se rv ice  o f  R o m a n  
s ilv e r -p la te , bea rs s ix  
C h ristian  m o n o g ra m s  
a m id s t th e  o rn a m e n t 
o n  its  r im . 15 I see n o  
cau se  t o  ca ll th is ser­
v ic e  ‘ ch u rch  - p la te , ’ 
b u t  o n e  p iece  a t a n y  
ra te  m u s t  h a v e  b een  
a w h ile  in  C h ristian  
h a n d s , a n d  has b een  
d e c o ra te d  fo r  C h rist­
ian  u se. T h e  w h o le  
se rv ice  w as p r o b a b ly  lo s t  b y  so m e  h ig h  R o m a n  o ffic ia l 
tra v e llin g  th ro u g h  T y n e s id e , w h o  cro sse d  th e  r iv e r  b y  e ith e r  
th e  R o m a n -b r id g e  a t C o rs to p itu m , o r  b y  b o a t  n ea r  th e  p re se n t 
b r id g e  a t . C o rb r id g e , w h ich  da tes fr o m  m e d ie v a l t im es. T h e  
la n x  w as fo u n d  in  th e  r iv e r  b a n k  n e a r  th e  w a te r ’s ed g e , a fe w

u Hellenic Journal, 1 9 1 5 , xxxv, 66-7 5 .
15 Lap, Sep: 653 with Fig. 5 . See also Journal of Roman Studies, iv (1 9 1 4 ), pp. 6-1 2 , 

figs. 1-2 ; new History of Northumberland, x, 5 16-520 .



y a r d s  l o w e r  d o w n  s t r e a m  t h a n  t h i s  l a t e r  b r i d g e ; t h e  o t h e r  p i e c e s  

o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  w e r e  f i s h e d  o u t  o f  t h e  T y n e  n o t  v e r y  f a r  o f f  ; 

p r e s u m a b l y ,  w h e n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  c r o s s e d ,  w h e t h e r  b y  b r i d g e  o r  

b o a t ,  s o m e  o f  h is  lu g g a g e  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r ,  a n d  t h e  s i l v e r  

p i e c e s  w e r e  w a s h e d  o u t  o f  i t  a n d  t h e n  u p  a n d  d o w n  t h e  s t r e a m  

in  v a r i o u s  r i v e r - f l o o d s .

( iv )  A n o t h e r  s t o n e  w h i c h  h e r e  c o n c e r n s  u s  w a s  f o u n d  in  1 8 9 2  

i n  a n  o u t s k i r t  o f  C a r l i s le  ( f ig .  5 ) .  I t  is  t h e  t o m b s t o n e  o f  F l a v i u s

f i g .  4. T o m b s t o n e  f r o m  C a r l i s l e .

A n t i g o n u s  P a p i a s ,  a  m a n  o f  ‘ G r e e k  ’ b i r t h  ( t h a t  is ,  f r o m  t h e  

e a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n ) ,  w h o  d i e d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  6 0 ,  .a n d  w h o s e  

m e m o r i a l  w a s  S e t  u p  b y  h is  w i f e .  T h o u g h  i t s  i n s c r i p t i o n  b e g i n s  

w i t h  t h e  ( s t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g )  h e a t h e n  f o r m u l a  d .m . dis manibus, 
i t s  p h r a s i n g  s e e m s  t o  i n d i c a t e  a  C h r i s t i a n ,  n o t  a  p a g a n  o r i g i n .16

10 Trans.Cumb. and West. Arch. Soc.,ist ser., xn, 3 7 0 ; xiii, 1 6 5 ; PSAN., v, 2 31  ;
Eph. epigrix, 12 2 2 , p. 607. The date of the stone has been disputed, but the no men 
Flavius, the lettering and the general style agree with the fourth century a .d .



I t  m u s t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o f t e n  b e  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

i n s c r i p t i o n  is  o r  is  n o t  C h r i s t i a n .  T h e  f o r m u l a  Ms manibus (d .m .) ,  

u s e d  o n  t h e  C a r l is le  t o m b s t o n e ,  h a s  s o m e t i m e s  b e e n  r e g a r d e d  a s  

m a r k  o f  p a g a n  w o r k .  N o w ,  i t  is  q u i t e  t r u e  t h a t  a  m a n  w h o  

t h o u g h t  c l e a r l y  w h a t  h e  w a s  d o i n g ,  w o u l d  n o t  u s e  d .m . w h e n  h e  

w a n t e d  t o  c u t  a  C h r i s t i a n  i n s c r i p t i o n .  B u t  h o w  f e w  o f  u s  t h i n k  

o u t  c l e a r l y  w h a t  w e  a r e  d o i n g  ! I t  w o u l d ,  t o o ,  b e  r a s h  t o  a s s e r t  

a b o u t  a n y  r e l i g i o u s  f o r m u l a  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  u s e  i t  a r e  a l w a y s  

c o n s c i o u s l y  a w a r e  o f  i t s  e x a c t  b e a r i n g .  W h e n  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n ­

m e n t  f i r s t  s e t  u p  l e t t e r - b o x e s  i n  I n d i a ,  c e r t a i n  n a t i v e s  t o o k  

t h e s e  t o  b e  m e a n t  a s  r e c e p t a c l e s  f o r  p i o u s  o f f e r i n g s  t o  q u e e n  

V i c t o r i a ; s o  t h e y  p o u r e d  in  t h r o u g h  t h e  o p e n i n g s  m o l a s s e s ,  

g h e e  a n d  o t h e r  s t i c k y  s t u f f s  ; t h e y  m e a n t  w e l l ,  b u t  t h e i r  a c t s  

w e r e  h a r d l y  q u i t e  w h a t  t h e y  s u p p o s e d .  B e s i d e s ,  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

f o r m u l a e ,  e t c . ,  t e n d  t o  l o s e  t h e i r  m e a n i n g ,  a n d  t o  b e c o m e  m e r e  

c u s t o m s  ; i n d e e d ,  m a n y  C h r i s t i a n  t o m b s t o n e s  a r e  h e a d e d  b y  t h e  

f o r m u l a  Ms manibus, a n d  y e t  a r e  d e m o n s t r a b l y  C h r i s t i a n .17 A  

g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  d o u b t  w h i c h  m a y  p r e v a i l  w h e n  w e  h a v e  t o  

g u e s s  t h e  c r e e d  o f  t h o s e  w h o  s e t  u p  i n s c r i p t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  f o r m u l a e  

o r  n a m e s  i n  t h e m  is  s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  a l t a r s  t o  t h e  ( D i  V e t e r e s  ' 

f o u n d  p l e n t i f u l l y  a l o n g  t h e  W a l l ,  a n d  in  n o r t h e r n  E n g l a n d ,  b u t  

r a r e  i n  s o u t h e r n  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  (b e  i t  n o t e d ) ,  e q u a l l y  u n k n o w n  in  

S c o t l a n d .  A l l  a n t iq u a r i e s  k n o w  t h e s e  a l t a r s .  * A b o u t  4 0  ( l is t  p .  3 8 )  

h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  f r o m  n o r t h e r n  E n g l a n d  ; t h e  m o s t  s o u t h e r n  

e x a m p l e  is  a t  Y o r k ,  t h e  m o s t  n o r t h e r l y  a t  N e t h e r b y ,  1 1  m i le s  

n o r t h  o f  C a r l is le .  T h e y  a r e  s m a l l  a l t a r s  ; 1 6  i n c h e s  is  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

r e c o r d e d  d im e n s i o n .  T h e y  a r e  b a d l y  l e t t e r e d ,  a s  i f  b e l o n g i n g  t o  

a  l a t e  d a t e ,  a n d  a r e  o f t e n  h a r d  t o  d e c i p h e r .  T h e  d e d i c a t o r s ,  

w i t h  o n e  o r  t w o  e x c e p t i o n s ,  a r e  m e n  (n o .  1 0  is  a  w o m a n )  ; s e v e r a l

17 See my note Arch. Journal, l, 3 1 4 , note 2. The use of D.M. on Christian inscriptions 
does not seem, in this country, to have outlived the end of the Roman period, or to 
occur, unless by rare chance, on our Christian inscriptions of the fifth or sixth centuries.



c le a r ly  w e re  s o ld ie r s ; i f  o n e  m a y  ju d g e  b y  th e ir  n a m es , th e y  
w ere  c o m m o n  fo lk  o r  c o m m o n  so ld iers . T h a t  agrees w ith  th e  
ru d en ess  o f  th e  le t te r in g  a n d  w ith  ce rta in  o d d  (g ra m m a tica l, 
e tc .)  b lu n d e r s .18 O n ly  o n e  (no. 1 8 ) h a d  m ilita ry  o r  o th e r  
r a n k ; h e  s t o o d  n o  h ig h e r  th a n  en sig n  in  an  a u x ilia ry  co h o r t . 
A ga in ,' n o  d e d ic a to r  b e a rs  th e  p r o p e r  ‘ tr ia  n o m in a  ’ o f  th e  
R o m a n . I n  o n ly  tw o  o r  th ree  cases , in d e e d , is a  m a n  n a m e d  
w ith  tw o , cognomen a n d  nomen (1 7 , 1 8 , 2 6 , 3 8 )- N o  d e fin ite ly  
G e rm a n  n a m e s  o c c u r  ; o n ly  a few , p erh a p s h a lf  a  d ozen , seem  to  
b e  C e l t ic :— A n d ia t is  (n o. 3 7 ) ;  A sp u a n is  (n o. 3 3 ) ;  w h ich  reca lls th e  
to w n -r ia m e  A s p u n a , in  th e  fa r -o ff  C e ltic  la n d  o f  A s ia t ic  G a la tia  
(H o ld e r , Sprachschatz, 1, 2 4 8 ) ; B u c cu s  (if th a t  b e  th e  r ig h t rea d in g  
in  6 ) ; D a d a  (n o . 1 7 ), u n less th is b e  T e u to n ic  ; D u ih n o  (no. 2 8 ), 
w h ich  reca lls  th e  a n c ie n t  n a m e  o f  a G au lish  r iv e r , D u in a , n ear  
V e r d u n  ; a n d  S en a cu lu s  (n o. 8 ). M ost o f  th e  n am es are su ch  as 
m ig h t  b e lo n g  t o  o r d in a r y  p r o v in c ia l so ld iers  in  an  a u x ilia ry  reg i­
m e n t  o f  th e  la te r  em p ire . T h e  g o d  (or  god s) w o rs h ip p e d  is (are) 
a  m a scu lin e  d e ity  (o r  d e it ies ), deo veteri,19 o r  dibus veteribus20; 
th e  s in g u la r  is a g o o d  d e a l th e  c o m m o n e r  ( 2 8  s in gu lars, 1 1  p lu rals , 
2  o th e rs  d o u b t fu l) .  T h e  sp e llin g  o f  th e  e p ith e t  v a r ie s ;  a b o u t  
h a lf  th e  e x a m p le s  sh ew  an  i  in ste a d  o f  o n e  o r  o f  b o t h  o f  th e  ‘ e ’s. 
F e w  o f  th e  a ltars b e a r  o rn a m e n t, a n d  it  is r u d e ly  cu t . N o . 1 

h a s  th e  c o n v e n t io n a l e m b le m s o f  sa cr ifice — ju g , ba sin , k n ife  a n d  
a x e — n o . 2 , a  r a b b it  (?) ; n o . 1 3 , a b o a r  a n d  a  sn ak e (or w o rm ) ;

18 See for example two altars from Housesteads (32, 33), on one of which the singular 
* deo * is joined to the plural ‘ veteribus,’ while on the other * pro-et suis ’ is written for 
‘ pro[se]et suis.’ These are perhaps the worst examples.

is In some cases (below, nos. 19, 20, 21), a lettering occurs which has been interpreted 
as providing a name 1 veterinus ’ or * viterinus,’ as a variety of the name of the god wor­
shipped. Some have even connected this with the * Veteranehae,’ goddesses worshipped 
on the lower Rhine, but this seems an error. ‘ Veterino ’ is merely a dedication to ‘ deo 
veteri,’ set up by a man whose name began with No . ■. . or, in some cases, perhaps 
with Ne . . . misread.

20 Once (below, no. .2 7 , deabus viteribm) the feminine seems tp occur, but the reading
is doubtful.



n o . 2 1  an  o x  (?) ; arid  n o . 3 0 , a  b ir d  {or to a d ) a n d  b o a r . A l l  th ese  
are in  lo w  r e l i e f ; n o th in g , I  th in k , ca n  b e  a rg u e d  fr o m  th e m —  
th e y  are n e ith e r  sp e c ia lly  p a g a n  n o r .C h r is t ia n .

T h e  in scr ip tio n s  fu rn ish  litt le  e v id e n ce  o f  d a te , sa v e  th a t  th e  
b a d  le tte r in g  w o u ld  ill a c c o rd  w ith  an  e a r ly  p e r io d . P e rh a p s , 
h o w e v e r , th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  th e  a ltars g ives  a  c lu e . I  h a v e  sa id  
th a t  (p . 3 3 ) th e y  are n o t  fo u n d  in  S co tla n d . N o w  t h e :r e g io n  
.n orth  o f  C heviot- w as an riexed  b y  th e  R o m a n s  a b o u t  A;D. 1 4 0  

a n d  w as d e fin ite ly  lo s t  a b o u t  1 8 0 ; as th ese  a lta rs  d o  n o t  o c c u r  
in  S co tla n d , on e  w o u ld  th in k  th a t  th e y  w ere  n o t  b e in g  se t  u p  in  
th ose  f o r t y  years, i.e.. th e  c u lt  w as th en  n e g le c te d , a n d , as i t  is 
n o t  v e r y  lik e ly  th a t  th e y  b e lo n g  to  th e  p e r io d  b e fo r e  1 4 0 , w e  m a y  
suppose; th a t  th e y  are la ter  ; i.e . th e y  b e lo n g  to  th e  th ir d -ce n tu r y  
a .d . T h e  o n ly  tw o  item s w h ich  seem  to  in d ic a te  a n y  d a te  a t  a ll 
agree w ith  th is (2 6 , 3 8 ); I f  o n  3 8 , 1 A e liu s  S e cu n d u s  ’ b e  th e  
r ig h t rea d in g , th a t  a ltar  ca n  h a r d ly  b e  earlier , th o u g h  it  m a y  
ea s ily  be la ter , th a n  th e  re ign  o f  H a d ria n  (a .d . 1 1 7 - 1 3 8 ). O n  
2 6 , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  n a m e  ‘ A u re liu s  M u cia n u s ’ is n o t  
lik e ly  to  b e  earlier  th a n  th e la t e r . p a rt o f  th e  s e c o n d  c e n t u r y ; 
in d eed , a p ra e to ria n  so ld ier  w ith  th a t  e x a c t  n a m e  a p p ea rs  in  
I ta ly  in  th e  e a r ly  th ird  ce n tu ry . T h e  gen era l p h ra s in g  o f  th e  
in scr ip tion s  is t o o  b r ie f  to  in d ica te  a d a t e ; it  d oes  n o t  p o in te d ly  
su g gest e ith e r  a  la te  o r  a n y  p a rt icu la r  age. I c o n c lu d e  th a t  th e  
th ird  ce n tu r y  w as m o s t  p r o b a b ly  th e  tim e  w h en  th ese  il l -c u t  
ston es  b e g a n  to  be. se t u p . H o w  lo n g  th e  c u lt  la s te d , th e re  is 
n o  e v id e n ce  w h a te v e r , sa v e  th e  seem in g  la ten ess o f  th e  le tte r in g .

W h a t , th en , is th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  d e d ica t io n  deo veteri (o r  dibus 
veteribus) ? I t  h as b e e n  th o u g h t  th a t  veteri is d a t iv e  o f  th e  la t in  
a d je c t iv e  vetus, ‘ o ld , ’ a n d  th a t  th e  a ltars w ere  se t u p  ‘ t o  th e  O ld  
G o d  (o r  G o d s ) , ’ th a t  is, to  th e  p a g a n  g od s , c o n t r a s te d  w ith  a  n e w  
risin g  C h ristian ity . T h a t  e x p la n a tio n , w h ich  I  o n ce  a d v o c a te d  
m y se lf, seem s a t first s ig h t a. rea son a b le  on e . B u t  in  th e  la s t



half-dozen years, two item s have come to light, which seem .to 
upset this view, (i) One is an altar found b y  Mr. F . G. Simpson 
in 1 9 1 0 , at Housesteads, bearing the letters deo  hveteri svper- 
stes [et] regvlv  [s] vsl [m]. This inscription is far better cut 
than are m ost altars of this cult. I had form erly inclined to 
suppose that the intrusive h , which, if veteri were really con­
nected with the Latin  adjective, ‘ v e tu s / would have no meaning, 
and which occurs on four altars, m ight be an N m is-written. 
There is a late Latin  form  of n which approxim ates to h ; in it 
the cross-bar runs nearly horizontally, not diagonally as in an 
ordinary m odern n (h , not n). This explanation would, in itself, 
be satisfactory, since an initial n m ight stand for n(umen), and  
deo  hveter i w ould then sim ply m ean deo n{umini) veteri, ‘ to 
the Old G od.' H ow ever, the Housesteads altar is too well-cut 
to m ake it at all probable that the initial h on it is a m is-shaped n . 
(ii) Moreover, I cam e across some time ago, in the Bodleian  
Library at O xford, som e papers of the antiquary Camden (MS. 
Sm ith, 84 , f. 8^ ; compare 86 f. 40), which contain an unpublished  
inscription sent to him  b y  ‘ the L(ord) W illiam  H o w a rd ; neare 
Catterick, 1 6 2 2 .' Cam den died in 1 6 2 3 , and no doubt had no 
opportunity of publishing this inscription himself ; while, as these 
Bodleian papers do not seem to have been overhauled b y  any  
epigraphist since his death, the inscription has naturally remained  
unnoticed .21 This inscription begins deo  sancto vh eter i. W e  
have thus the alternative spellings,, hveteri and vheteri. This 
suggests that the nam e of the god cannot be the Latin adjective, 
vetus, but belongs to some Teutonic stem , in which, as in modern  
N orthum brian, -wh- and -hw- are more or less interchangeable. 
I refer to the sound with which, when properly pronounced, the 
word ‘ whether ' begins— a sound which seems (to a southerner) 
to be either wh or hw. This means that veteri is not Latin— for



to that language such a -wh- or - hw- sound is quite strange—  
but is Teutonic, and probably German. Deities with Germ an  
names abound on the altars of the mural region ; m an y G erm an- 
born soldiers served in the auxiliary regiments stationed on the 
W a ll, and these men brought over with them  and worshipped  
here the gods of their fatherland. T h at this is so, seems supported  
b y  the fact that altars to the D i Veteres occur m ainly in the north  
and north-east of Britain, the district in which the R om ans kept 
troops quartered. Along the W a ll, as the list below will show, 
the cult of these gods is com m on. South of the H um ber, not 
an exam ple is to be found (p. 3 3 ).
, I conclude then, that the old explanation of deo veteri, dis 
veteribus is really wrong, and that we m ust adopt the idea that 
the adjective is not Latin, but a German word. This is, after 
all, the more natural idea, since m ost o f the epithets to the nam es 
of gods which we m eet along the W a ll seem to be taken from  
some dialect of provincials serving in the R om an ranks. I f  that  
be so, we m ust cease using the inscriptions on these altars as 
proofs of the presence of a new cult that was growing up beside  
old established pagan worships.

I t  m a y  be asked what, if Teutonic, the nam e (or epithet)
' veteriJ would mean. Here a difficulty arises. The Teutonic  
scholars whom I have consulted seem at variance on the m atter. 
The difficulty arises from a fact which seems at first sight alm ost 
incredible, that old German is supposed to have .possessed no 
letter ? e.* Plain men m ay wonder how ' Germ an ' 1 could be 
spelt, if the language had no * e /  I do not presume to decide 
a question of ancient Teutonic philology. A ll that I can do is 
to note that Teutonic scholars in Oxford, for instance one of such  
adm itted authority in his own subject as the late professor A . S. 
Napier, and another no less com petent, Mr. W . H . Stevenson  
(happily still with us), on being consulted, agreed that they could



n o t  a c c e p t  ‘ vetus ’ as a  w o r d  o f  T e u to n ic  o r ig in . O n  th e  o th e r  
h a n d , ce r ta in  G e rm a n  a u th o r itie s , su ch  as p ro fe sso r  M a x  Roe-: 
d ig e r  o f  B e r lin , h a v e , I  u n d e rs ta n d , p r o n o u n c e d  th a t  su ch  a w o rd  
c a n  b e  e a s ily  a c c e p te d  as G erm a n . W ith  th is d iffe ren ce  o f  
d o c to r s ,  I  le a v e  th e  q u e st io n .

B u t  i t  m a y  b e  w e ll  t o  a d d  th a t , i f  veteri a n d  veteribus in  th e  
d e d ica t io n s  o n  th e  a lta rs  in  q u e st io n  are n o t  th e  L a tin  a d je c t iv e  
vetus, o n e  m a y  s t ill  b e lie v e  th a t  so m e  G e rm a n  n am e resem b lin g  
e ith e r  vitis o r  vetus m a y  h a v e  b e e n  co n fu s e d  w ith  a n d  assim i­
la te d  t o  th e  L a t in  w o rd . T h is  c o n s id e ra tio n  d oes n o t  a ffe c t  th e  
h is to r ic a l m e a n in g  o f  th ese  d e d ica tio n s  ; w h e th e r  i t  in  a n y  w a y  
lessen s th e  p h ilo lo g ic a l  d ifficu lties , I  m u st  le a v e  o th ers  to  d ec id e ;

A p p e n d i x .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  c o n d e n s e d  lis t co n ta in s  in  b r ie f  a ll th e  in scr ip ­
t io n s  o f  th e  di veteres k n o w n  to  m e . T h e y  n u m b e r  ju s t  4 0 , o f  
w h ich  a ll b u t  tw o  b e lo n g  to  th e  m u ra l reg ion , th a t  is, to  th e  
r e g io n  d e a lt  w ith  in  D r . B r u c e ’s Lapidarium. . T h e  tw o  co m e  
fr o m  C a tte r ic k  B r id g e  a n d  Y o r k  ( 2 6  a n d  4 0 ).

APPENDIX TO EA RLY NORTHUMBRIAN CHRISTIANITY AND 
ALTARS OF THE DI VETERES.

edited by Dr, Bruce (Newcastle, 18 7 5).
British volume (vn) of the Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum (E.

Hiibner, Berlin, 1 8 7 3), 
volumes of Ephemeris epigraphica, with addenda to C. by Dr. Hiibner 

and by the present writer.
Inscr. selectae, ed. H. Dessau, Berlin (1892-1 9 1 7 }.
Archaeologia Aeliana, Newcastle Soc. of Antiquaries (1822-1 9 1 7 ). 
The ref. below are all to the Second Series.
Proceedings of the Newcastle Antiquaries (1822-1 9 1 7).

Abbreviations :— 
L. — Lapidarium,
C. =C IL. vii

E.

D. —Dessau,
AA.

PSAN



N o. 2

N o . 7

N o , 8

N o . 1

N o . 3



2.

3.
4-

5
6

7
8

9-
i°.
11.
12. 
13-

14.
15.
1 6 .

17.

1 8 .

19.

20.

Find-spot.
Benwell.

Chesters.

Inscriptions, etc. 
deo vetri sant (for sancto). 
sides—jug, patera; knife, axe ..

vitirbus (for vitiribus). On face
—rabbit (?) .........................
dibus yeteribus .. • ..
deo sancto vitir(i) Tertulus v.s. 
l.m. {not Terivius)

. Size (inches) ■ References.
On

H i by 5^ L. 2 4 ; C. 5 1 1 .
(Bruce, Rom. Wall, 398).

by 4 !  
by 6

„  [dijbus veteribus
. Carrawburgh. deo. vete. rivo turn, uccusvl. m 

(or svi) i.e. deo veteri votum. \?B\ 
-uccus v.l. m 

Chesterholm. veteri . . . tin . . s
,, veteribus pos(uit) Senaculus

{noi, I think, Pos{tumius) Sen­
aculus ; see n. 10 )

,, . . .  vitri. votum. s.l.m.
Great Chesters. dib[us] veteribus posuit Romana 

„  dibus veteribus.
. deo. veteri. v. ..

Carvoran. dibus vitiribus Deccius v.s.l.m
on sides—boar and snake (or 
worm) .. .........................

12 by 6 

6 high

5 i by 4 i

8 by 4l

5 by 10 
by 5 

12  by 6

„  (?) n. vitiribus votum .. . . .
„  (near) veteres (? for veteris(acrum)) ..
„  deo viteri Aulus et Aurides

v.s.11.m. ..
„  deo vitiri meni dada v.s.l.m

(dedicated by * Meni (us) Dada. 
Holder {Nachtrdge 4 1 2 ) reads 
Menidada. But Menius (Maenius) 
is a well-attested nomen .. ■

(near) deo.sanct(o) veteri. iul. pastor 
imag. coh. ii. delma[t]. v.s.l.m 
(set up by ensign of cohort ii of 
Dalmatians)

„  deo viteri no. . . {No . . began
the dedicator’s name)

„ deo vitiri ne{ca)Umeo rov.p.l.m.
'Perhaps at end read, ro.v.s.l.m. - 
{s misread into pi). Compare 
21-22  from same site

9 by  5  , 

9 by 6$

9 by 5

L. 25 ; C. 5 1 2 . 
L. 109 ; C. 582 .

L. n o  ; C. 5 8 1 . 
E.'ix, p. 585 .
E. vii, 10 18 .

L. 15 5  ; C. 6 19 . 
L. 2 5 4 ; C. 709.

L -2 5 3 ; 
C. 7 10 . 
L. 2 7 7 ;

C. 7 1 1 .

C. 728 .
L. 276 ; C. 729 . 
L. 278 ; C. 7 27 .

L. 3 1 1  ; C. 767 ; . 
D. 4735-
L. 312  ; C. 502a, 
L. 3 13  ; C. 768.

13  by 9 L. 3 1 4 * C. 765.

L. 315 5 C. 7 6 4 ; 
AA. xii, 69.

1 4  by 9 L. 316  ; C. 760.

L. 3 1 7 ; C. 766.
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Find-spot. 
21. Carvoran.

Size (inches) References. 

. . .  L. 319 ; C. 762.

Inscriptions, ete. 
deo veteri. nec . . alamil. . . 
v.s.l.m On right side—an ox (?) 
deo veteri nec. a. iames v.s.l. 
(20, 21, 22 were probably set up 
by same man, Necalames (?) )

23. „ dibus vite . . . .  vs.l.m ..

24. ,, dibus viitiiribus vtm (=veteri-
bus v(o)t(u)m)

25. ,, deo vetiri v . . ,-(=v(otum 1)
26. Catterick. deo. sancto. vheteri pro sal(ute) 

(N. Yorkshire), aur(eli). muciani. v.s.l.m.o. (ois
misreading for a leaf-stop)

11 by 7

9 by 6

27. Chester-le- 
street.

28.

29. Corbridge.
30. Ebchester.

deabs vitbus, vias. vadri =deab 
(tf)s vit{eri)bus Vadri may be 
connected with Vedra, the old 
name of the Wear, which flows 
by Chester-le-Street. (Reading, 
however, doubtful)

deo vitiri Duihno v.s. (opinions 
differ whether Duihno is dative 
or nominative)

deo vitiri
deo vitiri maximus vs. (on sides 
—bird (or toad) and boar ' ..

31. „ deo vitir.........................

32. Housesteads.' deo veteribus votum (ssc) 

33-

14 by 7

12 by 8 

16 by 8

1 3  by 9 

7  by 4

1 3  by 8

34-

35. Lanchester.
36.

deo hvitri Aspuanis pro (se) et 
suis vot {um) sol {vii)
deo hveteri Superstes [et] Regulu[s] 
v.s.l.M .. .. ... •• 12 by 7
deo vit............................................   by 6
deo vitir[i]. viii, vv . . . The last 
six letters must have been dedi­
cator’s name ; the whole hard 
to read ..  16 by 7

L. 320 ; C. 761 ;
AA. xii, 70.
E. vii, 1056 ; AA. xii, 
p. 286.

E. vii, 1057.
? C. 727 ; E. vii, 1064.

E. ix, 1122, from MS. 
note in Bodleian 
Library.

L. 542 ; C. 454. 
A.A. xii, (1887) 69.

E. vii, 985.
AA, xii (1887) 292. 
L. 638.

L. 666 ; C. 459 J
D. 4734-
L .668 ; E. iv, 677 ; 
PSAN. iii (1887) 55.
E. ix, 1181 ; AA. 
xxv, 278.

E. ix, 1182 ; AA. 
xxv, 278.

(1910) E. ix, 1183. 
L. 688 ; C. 442.

L.691 ; C. 444 J- 
E. ix, 1134.



'Find.spot. 
37. Netherby.

39. . „
40. York.

•deo veteri.sancto. Andiatis v.s.l. 11 by 7

deo mogonti vitire san(cto)
Ae[liu$ ?) Secund(ws) vslm.
(Text not certain) .. .. . . . .
deo h. vetiri. Found in 1882 22 . . . .
deo veteri Primulus vol. m 23 .. ix by 4

References, 
L. 766 ; C. 960 ; 
D /4732.

C. 958 ; D. 4733. 
E.'vii, 1087. „
E. vii, 929.

22 Communicated to me soon after by Dr. Bruce.
23 A medieval addition, M[ariae], perhaps.


