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V I I I . — O B I T U A R Y  N O T I C E S  O F  T H E  

S E V E N T H  D U K E  O F  N O R T H U M B E R L A N D ,

K .G . ,  F .S .A ,  P A T R O N  A N D  P R E S I D E N T .

[ R e a d  o n  t h e  3 1 s t  J u l y ,  1 9 1 8 ] .

( 1 ) B y  J .  C .  H o d g s o n .  ■

W h e n  t h e  s e v e n t h  d u k e  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  d i e d  a t  m i d n i g h t  

o n  T u e s d a y ,  t h e  1 4 t h  M a y ,  1 9 1 8 , t h e  c o u n t y  l o s t  n o t  o n l y  i t s  

t i t u l a r  b u t  i t s  r e a l  h e a d .  T h e  o b i t u a r y  n o t i c e s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  d a i l y  

p r e s s  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  m e m o i r  i n  t h e  Times o f  

16 t h  M a y ,  p a i d  a  w e l l  d e s e r v e d  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d u k e ' s  m a n i f o l d  

i n t e r e s t s  a n d  t o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  a p p l i e d  h i m s e l f  t o  

t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e  c a l l  o f  d u t y .  A s  h e  w a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  p a t r o n  o f  t h i s  s o c i e t y  f r o m  t h e  y e a r  1899  u p  t o  t h e  

t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  i t  i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  s h o u l d  

b e  t a k e n  t o  p l a c e  o n  r e c o r d  a  b r i e f  n o t i c e  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e s  a n d  o f  

h i s  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  a n d  l i t e r a r y  p r e d i l e c t i o n s .  T o  s u c h  a n  e n d  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  s e t  o u t  i n  f e w  a n d  s i m p l e  w o r d s ,  s h a l l  

b e  l i m i t e d .

A s  e a r l  P e r c y  h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  o n  t h e  

30 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  18 9 2 , h a v i n g  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  p u t -  h i m s e l f  

a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  g e n t l e m e n  w h o  h a d  s e t  t h e m s e l v e s  

t o  t h e  t a s k  a n d  d u t y  o f  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  R e v .  J o h n  H o d g s o n ’ s  

History of Northumberland: A t  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e  

h e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  p r e s i d e  w h e n  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  h i m  t o  a t t e n d ,  

a n d  n o t  o n e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  r e a d  t h e  p r o o f s  o f  t h e -  t e n  v o l u m e s  

s i n c e  p u b l i s h e d  w i t h  g r e a t e r  c a r e  o r  m a d e  m o r e  u s e f u l  a n d '  

a c c e p t a b l e  e m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e d i t o r ’ s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  H e  b o r e  

t .h e  c o s t ,  o f  t h e  p l a t e s ,  r e q u i r e d ,  t o .  i l l u s t r a t e  . t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l



description of Warkworth castle and other historical places on 
his estates ; and continued his father’s beneficence in furnishing 
from his muniment room the unique series of sixteenth and seven
teenth century maps and plans which-enrich the first, second, 
fifth and seventh volumes of the series.

On the 25th July, 189 4 , the duke read before our society a 
lengthy and well documented paper on 'Th e  Ancient Farms of 
Northumberland/ dealing with a subject in which he was greatly 
interested, and which he once hoped to develop into a volume for 
the Surtees Society. Three years later, on the 29th October, 
1 8 9 7 , he read a paper arising out of the same subject on ‘ Dargs 
and Dayworkes/ Both papers give evidence of careful and 
judicious spade work, and make a valuable addition to Archaeologia 
Aeliana in which they are printed.1 He provided the illustrations 
for the exhaustive paper on the ' Barbican of Alnwick Castle/ 
written by Mr. W . H . Knowles2; and in 1916 he carried out the 
exploration of the pre-historic barrow at South Charlton.3

The duke was elected president of the Surtees Society in 190 1 , 
on the death of the bishop of Oxford, and though his engagements 
never permitted him to attend any of the statutory meetings, he 
took a . consistent interest in the proceedings. He not only per
mitted the council to print the Percy Chartulary— a document of 
the fourteenth century— but gave liberal assistance in the cost 
of printing it. As has been mentioned above he, for a long time, 
cherished the wish to edit a volume for the society and had made 
progress in the task. I t  was intended to comprise a series of 
account rolls of the ancient earls of Northumberland.

When our society was considering the most appropriate method 
of celebrating the centenary of the society in 1 9 1 3 , the duke’s 
suggestion was adopted that an extra and special volume should 
be prepared, in which should be set out the history and progress



o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  I n  t h i s  s c h e m e  h e  t o o k  a  l i v e l y  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  n o t  

o n l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  l i b e r a l l y  t o -  t h e  c o s t  o f  . p r i n t i n g  a n d  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  

b u t  w h a t  w a s  m o r e ,  h e  r e a d  t h e  p r o o f s  a n d  m a d e  m a n y  u s e f u l  

e m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e m .

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  h e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  e l e c t r o t y p e s  

o f  t h e  208  g o l d  c o i n s  f o u n d  a t  Corstopitum, h a v i n g  h a d  t h e  c a s t s  

s p e c i a l l y  m a d e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e ,  a t ' h i s  o w n  e x p e n s e .

H e  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  v e r y  s e l e c t  a n d  e x c l u s i v e  b o o k - c l u b  

k n o w n  a s  t h e  R o x b u r g h  C l u b ,  t o  w h i c h  h e  h a d  p r o m i s e d  t o  g i v e  

a  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  S h e r b o r n e  m i s s a l ,  t h e  c h i e f  l i t e r a r y  

t r e a s u r e  o f  t h e .  l i b r a r y  o f  A l n w i c k  c a s t l e .  T h e  a c t u a l  w o r k  o f  

r e p r o d u c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  d o n e  a t  t h e  O x f o r d  u n i v e r s i t y  

P r e s s  a n d  o n l y  t h e  p r e - o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w a r  h a v e  d e l a y e d  t h e  

c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  v o l u m e .

T h e  d u k e  w a s  l a i d  t o  r e s t  a t  L e s b u r y ,  t h e  m o t h e r  c h u r c h  o f  

A l n w i c k ,  o f  w h i c h  h e  w a s  l a y - r e c t o r ,  t h e  m a n o r  o f  L e s b u r y  

h a v i n g  b e e n  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  P e r c y  f a m i l y  s i n c e  t h e  y e a r  13 0 9 .  

T h e  c e r e m o n y  w a s  p e r f o r m e d  w i t h  a  d i g n i f i e d  s i m p l i c i t y  w h i c h  

h e  h i m s e l f  w o u l d  h a v e  c h o s e n .  S o  f a r  a s  i s  k n o w n  n o  c h i e f  o f  

t h e  f a m i l y  h a s  b e e n  b u r i e d  i n  h i s  c o u n t y  s i n c e  H e n r y  d e  P e r c y ,  

t h i r d  b a r o n  o f  A l n w i c k  w a s  l a i d  i n  t h e  c o n v e n t u a l  c h u r c h  o f .  

A l n w i c k  a b b e y  o n  t h e  1 5  k a l .  o f - J u n e  [ 18  M a y ] ,  13 6 8 .4
I t  m a y  b e  s a i d  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  n o  o n e  o f  h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  

a n c e s t o r s — m a n y  o f  w h o m  p l a y e d  a  p r o m i n e n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  

o f  t h e  k i n g d o m  a n d  i n  t h a t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y — h a d  a  b e t t e r  r e c o r d  

t h a n  t h e  l a t e  d u k e ,  w h o  t h o u g h  d i s r e g a r d i n g  p o p u l a r i t y ,  o n  h i s  

m e r i t s  w o n  t h e  e n t i r e  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  r e s p e c t  o f  r i g h t  m i n d e d  m e n .

T h e  d u k e  w a s  e l e c t e d  a  t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m ,  5 t h  

J u l y ,  19 0 0 , a n d  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e a r n e d  s o c i e t i e s  :—

1 8 8 3 . The Royal Archaeological Institute; and some time president.
1 8 8 3 . The Society of Antiquaries of London.



1 8 8 4 . The R oyal Institution ; president 1 8 9 9 .
1 8 9 2 . The Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle ; president 1 8 9 9 . 
1 8 9 4 . The N orthum brian Small* Pipes Society.
1 8 9 7 . The R oyal H istorical Society.
1 8 9 8 . The Durham  and Northum berland Parish Register Society.
1 8 9 9 . The R oyal Society of Literature.
1 8 9 9 . The Natural H istory  Society of Northumberland, Durham and 

Newcastle ; vice-president 1 9 0 3 , and also a trustee.
[ 1 8 9 9 ]. The Surtees Society ; president 1 9 0 1 .
[ 1 8 9 9 ]. The P ipe R oll Society ; The Camden Society ; the H akluyt 

Society ; and the Berwickshire Field Club.
1 9 0 0 . The R oyal Society, and the Harleian Society.
1 9 0 1 . The R oxburgh  Club.
1 9 0 4 . The R oyal Numismatic Society.
1 9 0 4 . The Canterbury and Y ork  Society, and others.

The year [1899] within square brackets indicates that the duke in that year took up 
the membership of his father the sixth duke.

(2 .) ‘ A n  A n t i q u a r y ' s M e m o r i e s ' : By H o w a r d  P e a s e , F.S.A.

‘ So ■ pre-eminently fair and just,’ so impartial,' 'almost 
overweighted with his sense of duty,'— ‘ Justum et ienacem 
propositi virum '— such were the comments of the compatriots 
of the duke of Northumberland when he died, proving that he 
was rightly esteemed by those who knew him. Yet the writer 
believes that a certain sensitive shyness was one of his strongest 
characteristics, and that it sometimes stood in the way of a proper 
appreciation by the general public, of a very fine character; 
A  great courtesy and a delicate discrimination were his especial 
characteristics, and once when the present writer brought before 
him a project for removing certain very interesting old tombstones 
of an Umfreville, a Palmer or Pilgrim, a Hedley and a Mitford, 
which ^ere fast being destroyed by damp in the north transept


