
Catalogue of seals at Durham from a manuscript made b y  the 
Rev. William Greenwell, D .C.L., F.R.S., F.S.A., etc. ; 
collated and annotated b y  C. H . H u n t e r  B l a i r .

I I .—AR C H ID IA C O N A L , D ECAN AL, C A P IT U L A R  AN D  SECU LARS

3 2 5 1 . Chester , 1 officiality of the archdeaconry o f ... . [G] d  1 0 8 , a . d .  1 3 4 3 . 
Oval, i f  X ? (imperfect). A  half figure standing, hands crossed in

front and wearing a cloak with high collar and wide flowing 
sleeves. Beneath under a trefoiled canopy is a sheaf between 
on the dexter the forepart of a lion, on the sinister its forked tail:

. . . . . . .  LITATIS : .......................RIE.

ARCH D EAC O N S OF D U RH A M .
3 2 5 2 . J o h n 2 . . . . . .  . . . - 3 - 2  Spec. 9 . :

Oval, i f "  X i f " .  A  bare headed figure of John standing, holding a *
book  in his left hand (Durham Seals, 6 0 ) ;

S I G I L L .................. ANNIS . D . . . . MENSIS . ARCH. . . .

3 2 5 3 . B o u c h a r d 3  2 - 1  Arch. Dunelm. 1 6

Very im perfect, part of a seated figure with nimbus. :

' ...................N A ...........................

1 The sheaf is from the shield of the earls of Chester, a device first used by Ralph de 
Blondeville.

2 Circa a.d. 1180. See H .D . 1, 179, where John, archdeacon, witnesses a deed of 
bishop Hugh’s of about that date {ibid. 11, 218). The figure is rudely drawn and archaic 
in style, and the seal in bad condition. John is apparently vested in amice, and a long 
dalmatic of some thin material, his head is tonsured and he holds an object in his right 
hand, possibly a rod, but it is very indistinct. See N .C .H . vn, 145W, where this deed 
is printed. L .N . 111, 302 ; S.B .M . 2518.

3 Circa a.d. 1190-1196. L .N . in, 302 ; H .D . 11, 218. He was treasurer of the church 
of York and a nephew of bishop Hugh Puiset (Stubbs, ‘ Historical Intros, to Rolls Series,’ 
211). He witnesses numerous charters of his cousin Henry Puiset, printed in ‘ The 
Priory of Finchale ’ (S.S. 6). Geoffrey of Coldingham, states that he died viii Id. 
Dec. (6th Dec.) 1196. (Scrip. Tres, 18).



3 2 5 4 . W i l l i a m  o f  L a n u m 4 . . . . . . . . . . .  4 - 1  Spec. 1 3 .
Oval, i j "  X i", a sheep, above it a star :

)$t S I G I L L  W I L L I  D E  L A N E M .

3 2 5 5 .' R o b e r t  o f  S t ;  A g a t h a 5 . Misc. 4 0 3 3 ; a .d . 1 2 6 8 ; 1 - 1  Arch.
Dunelm. 4 , a .d . 1 2 7 1 .

Oval, i\" x j i " .  A[tonsured figure of Robert habited in amice and 
cassock, standing in a niche and holding a book  with both  hands 
in front of his breast (Durham Seals, 6 0 ) : ‘ o

. . .  I L L  : A R C H I D  . . . N A T ’ : D V N E L M .

3 2 5 6 . S im o n  of F e r l i n g t o n  6 ........................................2 - i  Arch. Dunelm. 1 7 .
Oval, y '  X f" . Antique gem, indistinct and undecipherable :

S ’ S I M O N I S  D ’ . F E R L I N T O N A .

3 2 5 7 . T h o m a s  o f  G o l d e s b u r g h  7 . . 1 - 1  Arch. Dunelm. ' 6  ; a .d .  1 3 2 3 .
4 Circa a .d , 1 219 -12 49 . Lanum  or Laneham , a residence of the archbishops of Y o rk  

in  N ottingham shire on the Trent. H e was probably the sam e man as W illiam  of D urham  
the first founder of U n iversity  College, O xford. This seal is appended to a quit claim  
b y  M argery and Julia, heirs of Philip of Ulecotes, to the convent of D urham , of the 
hom age of R obert Clifford, and is probably his private seal. L .N . in , 302 ; Scrip. T res, 
35 ; * Archbishop G ray ’s R egister,’ 24 5 ^  (S .S . 56) ; Cal. Pap. 1, 251.

5 Circa a .d . 1267 -12 73. Probably  nam ed from  the abbey of St. A gatha, E asby, 
near R ichm ond. H e holds the * Texius’ or boo k  of the Gospels in his hands, L .N . 
i i i ,  302 ; R .P .D . 1 160 ; Scrip. Tres; 46. R obert was succeeded as archdeacon b y  
A n to n y  B ek, who* held the office until his election as bishop of D urham  in a.d. 1283. 
W illia m  of Louth (de Luda) a.d . 1284 -12 90  was B e k ’s successor. There is an excellent 
im pression of his seal as archdeacon in the B ritish M useum  (S .B .M . 2519), which shows 
very  clearly the com pletion of the fully developed niche, w ith side shafts and crocketed  
canopy, from  the rudim entary niche of R obert of S t.-A ga th a . See paper b y  D r. J. F . 
H odgson in A .A . 3rd ser. x i , 8. Also K irk b y ’s Inquest, 65^  (S.S. 49} ; Archbishop  
John le R o m ey n ’s R egister 365M (S.S. 123) ; H .D . 11 /218 .

6 Circa a .d . 1296. H e is sty led  * M ag. S. de Ferlington a archidiaconus D u n e lm /  
but this is evidently  his private seal. A  charter of his granting the ville of * K yhou ’ 
to  the alm oner of D urham  is printed Scrip. Tres, c c c c x x x i ; L .N . 111, 302.

7 Circa a .d . 1311 -13 33 . The m otive of this seal shows a sudden change from  that 
of its predecessors in place of the full length figure of the archdeacon, the patron saints 
of the cathedral priory are predom inant, in the place of honour, whilst the archdeacon  
in a m ore low ly place, kneeling, adores them . It follows the sam e line of evolution as 
that of the episcopal seals of d ign ity , though the change is m ore abrupt, not gradual 
as in the case of the bishops. Possibly had we the seals of his im m ediate predecessors 
we m igh t have found som e transitional design. G oldsborough is in the W est R iding, 
near K naresborou gh ; T h om as was probably a brother of Richard of Goldsborough, 
lord of that m anor in 1316 and later. L .N . 111, 303 ; Scrip. Tres, 103 ; H .D . n , 219 ,



Oval, i j "  X Our Lady, robed and crowned, standing beneath 
a canopy holding the child C h rist; on her sinister is St. Cuthbert 
standing, in mass vestments, his right hand blessing, his left 
holding his crosier. St. Oswald’s head on his breast. Beneath 
a tonsured half figure of Thomas prays to  them  (Durham Seals 
6 0 ) :

s '  T H O M E  : D E  : G O . ...........................R C H I D I A C O N  D V N E L M .

3 2 5 8 . T h o m a s  N e v i l l e 8 . 2 - 2  Pont. 1 2 ; 2 - 1  Arch. Dunelm. 1 0 ; a .d .

I 3 4 I -
Oval, 2 " X i i " .  Our Lady, robed and crowned, standing in a niche 

with crockets and side shafts, holding the child  Christ on her 
left arm, and an apple (?) in her right hand ; on her sinister side 
stands St. Cuthbert in mass vestm ents his right hand holding 
his crosier, his left St. Oswald’s crow ned head. Beneath is a 
half figure.of Thomas wearing a round cap, cassock and almuce, 
praying. A bove is a shield, of arms charged with a saltire 
(Durham Seals, 6 0 ) :

s ’ : T H O M E  D E  N E V Y L E  A R C H I D I A C O N I  D V N O L M I E

3 2 5 9 . W i l l i a m  o f  W e s t l e y 9 . 1 - 1  Arch. Dunelm. 9 ; a .d . 1 3 6 2  ;
2 - 1 1  Spec. 5 1  ; a ,d . 1 3 6 8 .'

Oval, 2 J" X i f " .  Our Lady, robed and crowned, standing in a

8 a .d . 1334 to circa, a.d. 1360, L .N . 111, 303. H e was a younger son of R alph lord  
Neville who died 1331 (S .D . iv , 158). H e was appointed to this office b y  the king (E d 
ward i i i ) ,  31st March, 1334 (Cal. Pat. 1330-34 , P- 532 ; R .P .D . iv , 189) Le N eve ’s 
(111, 303) list is here incorrect. Au m aury B eaum ont was already archdeacon x v i i  
K al. Feb. (16 Jan.) 1333 (Cal. Pap. 11, 392) and he was dead before 8th O ctober in the  
sam e year (ibid. p. 395). Robert of Taunton was appointed b y  the king 3rd Jan. 1334  
(Cal. Pat. 1330 -34 , p. 491). I  can find no further notice of him  but he m ust have vacated  
the office before the appointm ent of N eville, 31st March, 1334, who appears to have  
held it till about the year 1361. The shield of N eville in chief is the first appearance  
of arm orials on. the seals of archdeacons at D urham . I am  unable to detect any m ark  
of cadency on the shield. This late appearance of armorials is probably accounted for  
b y  the fact that m ost of his predecessors were not m en of fam ilies lik ely  to have borne 
arm s. U nfortunately we have no archidiaconal seals of A n ton y  B ek  or of A u m aury  
B eaum ont.

9 a .d .  1362-1369. H e was dean of Auckland, and chancellor of bishop T h om as of 
H atfield (H .D . 11, 312), The blason of his shield is unknown. T h e legend of the seal 
is in a good legible type of black letter the first of this series to change from  the Lom bardic  
ty p e  of the earlier seals, L .N . m , 303 ; S .B .M . 2524 ; Scrip. Tres, c x x x v i .



richly decorated niche, holding the child Christ on her left arm 
and a lily  in her right hand. Beneath under a cusped arch is a 
shield of arms, with looped strap, on a bend three cocks (Durham 
Seals, 6 0 ) :

s ’ :tmt ftnllube.foegtle arcfctlita’ nLtfunelnue
3 2 6 0 . T h o m a s  o f  W e s t o n 10 . 1 - 2  Arch. Dunelm. 1 7 , 1 8  ; a .d . 1 4 0 0  ;

1 - 2  Arch. Northd. 2 9 ; a .d . 1 4 0 1 .
Oval, 2 §" X if* . Our Lady, robed and crowned, seated in a niche 

of rich tabernacle work, the child Christ standing on her right 
knee. On each side is a niche of tw o tiers, in each of the upper 
tw o is a bust, in each of the lower, beneath a penthouse roof is 

■ a demi angel. Beneath under a round arch with cuspings is 
a half figure of Thom as in cassock and almuce praying. On the 
dexter side is a shield of arms bearing a cross of six interlacing 
bastons, on the sinister a shield bearing a saltire of six interlacing 
bastons (Durham Seals, 6 0 ) :

s t g t l l u  : t l j ame  : f o e s t o n  ar c f j t f c t ac  : t i u n a l m e n s t g
3 2 6 1 . T h o m a s  o f  W e s t o n  11 . Misc. 6 2 7 7  ; a .d . 1 3 9 7  ; 2 - 1  Arch.

Dunelm. 1 3  ; a .d .  1 3 9 6 .
Octagonal signet, f "  X f" , t. hi.

3 2 6 2 . D u r h a m , o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . 1 - 1 1  Spec. .1 0 ;
a .d .  1 2 5 3 .

10 a .d .  1393 -14 08 . L .N . 111, 303 j H .D . n , 220. H e was a canon of How den, holding  
the prebend of B arnby (Cal. Pap. v i, 38-9), chancellor of bishop W alter Skirlaw (Scrip. 
Tres, c l x v i ) ,  m aster of G reatham  H ospital (Scrip. Tres, c l x v i i i ) ,  rector of Easington, 
canon of Y ork , prebend of Grindale (L .N . 111,191), rector of Sedgefield (W ills and Invents, 
p. 45). H e w as also one of bishop Skirlaw ’s executors (Test. Ebor. 11, 311). A  m andate  
fro m  him  as archdeacon, dated 17th March, a .d .  1399, is printed Scrip. Tres, c l x x x i i i ,  
to which he affixes this seal, now  decayed, and describes it as the seal £ quo ut Archidi- 
aconus Dunelmensis utimur.* H is private seal is no. 2611 in this catalogue. H is will 
is printed W ills , and Invents, p. 45. This seal is exactly  the sam e as the ‘ ad causas ’ 
seal of bishop Skirlaw , except that the shield on the sinister is a saltire instead of a 
cross and the archdeacon, in choir habit, kneels in base in place of the bishop. See 
no. 3145 and plate 51 in  this catalogue. The blason of his shield is unknown, but it 
seem s as if he had adopted the interlacing bastons of his frieDd bishop Skirlaw and had  
placed them , for difference sal tire-w ays instead of crossways. The dexter shield is 
doubtless that of Skirlaw .

11 The sam e m an as no. 3260. H is signet used for private letters.



Oval, i j "  X J " in d is t in c t  and undecipherable

. . . .  P A T R I S .

3 2 6 3 . D u r h a m , 12 o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . 3 - 1 2  Spec. 1 2  ;
а .d .  1 3 4 6  ; 4 , 5  Spec. 2 2 , 2 3  ; a .d .  1 3 5 3  ; 1 - 1  Arch. Dunelm.
б , 7 , 8 , no. 1 6  ; a .d .  1 4 1 1 .

Oval, i f "  X i i " .  A bove is St. Cuthbert, in mass vestm ents, en
throned ; his crosier in his right hand, St. Oswald's head in his 
left, held in front of his breast. On the dexter side of the throne 
is C{ on the sinister B. Seated on a chair beneath is a tonsured 
figure, wearing a cassock (?), admonishing with raised hand a 
figure in a short gown and hood, who stands in front of him, 
appealing to  him with outstretched hands. Beneath are three 
flowers, with stalks, issuing from  one stem (Durham Seals, 6 0 ) :

S* O F F IC I A L IT A T I S  A R C H I D I A C O N A T , D V N E L M E N S *

3 2 6 4 . D u r h a m ,13 o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h i d i a c o n a t e  o f  . 1 - 8  Spec.
3 , 6 ; a .d .  1 4 7 4  ; 1 - 1 1 , Spec. 2 9 ; a . d .  1 5 1 4 ; Loc. x v i,
1 4 L ; a .d .  1 4 8 3 .

Oval, i f "  X i j" .  Demi-hgure of St. Cuthbert in mass vestm ents, his 
right hand blessing, his left holding his crosier, St. Oswald's 
head in front of him. Beneath is a demi figure praying :

s stg t l l ................arcl j . l i ttnzlm . . .

ARCH D EACO N  OF D O RSET.
3 2 6 5 . H e n r y  o f  B l u n t e s d o n  3 4 ....................... Misc. 3 6 2 2 ; a .d .  1 3 1 6 .

Round, f "  X ? (imperfect), a tonsured figure in the habit of a m onk
standing, handing bread (?) to  four figures w ho hold  out their 
hands to  him :

• S IG  . . . . R W  . . . . E l

,2 The seal is used in a .d . 1331 b y  A um aury B eaum ont's official, and in a .d . 1411 b y  
John H ovingham , official. I t  seem s to represent the archdeacon perform ing his ‘ archi- 
diaconal functions.'

ia U sed in a .d . 1474 b y  John Pickering, official. •
14a .d . 1287-1316 (Jones ‘ Fasti Ecc. Sa r.’ 1 3 8 ;  L .N . 11, 638). H is nam e is from  

Blunsdon, N orth W ilts . He was prebendary of the stall of Gaia M ajor in Lichfield  
cathedral, a .d . 1313 (L .N . iii , 606}, and also of the stall of Chute <md Cbisenbury ip 
Salisbury (Jones; Fasti Ecc. Sar. 374),



A R C H D E A C O N  O F E LY .
3 2 6 6 . G i l e s  1 5 ................................................... l o c .  x i x ,  3 5 , c ir c a ; a . d .  1 2 3 0 .

Oval, * ¥  x  1Y > a haw k on a bird, beneath is a demi-figure of- the
archdeacon tonsured, robed and holding a book  (?) to  his breast 
w ith both  hands :

Outer legend . . . .  l l v  . . . .  g id ii  . . . . .  l y e  . . — 
Inner legend 9  . . p e  . . . vi . s v a ......................... i n e o .

A R C H D E A C O N  O F LEIC ESTER.
3 2 6 7 . R i c h a r d  o f  E l v e t 1 6 .................................. 4 - 1 6  Spec. 3 4  ; a .d .  1 4 0 4 .

Oval, 2 f "  X i f " ,  Our Lady, robed and crowned, seated in a cano
pied niche of rich tabernacle work. The child Christ, encircled 
b y  -her arm, stands on her right knee, in her left hand she holds 
a lily  in-flower. Beneath under an arch is a tonsured demi-figure 
of. R ichard in alb and amice, praying (Durham Seals) :
-ssigfllfa : rtcarti : b e : elbet: arcfjttftacotu: Icgcesstt.

A R C H D E A C O N  OF LINCOLN . ;;
3 2 6 8 . R i c h a r d  o f  R a v e n s e r 1 7  2 - 3  Spec. 5 8 ; a .d .  1 3 7 0 ,

Oval, X 1  J", Our Lady, robed and crowned, standing in a niche
of rich tabernacle work, holding th e ,ch ild  Christ on her right 
arm. In her le ft hand she holds a lily. On the sinister side is 
a bishop in full pontificals, blessing ; on the dexter is the robed

15 Circa, a.d . 1 222 -12 38 . (L .N . 1, 350). H e is styled Egidius dni, Papae subdiaconus
et capellanus, archidiaconus Elyensis. * •

16 From  the date of this charter it appears that Richard was appointed archdeacon  
on the death of his brother John, a .d . 1404. Richard resigned the office a.d. 1424  
(L .N . 11, 61). See also no. 874 in this catalogue. H e was instituted to the deanery of 
N ew arke college, Leicester, at the presentation of John, duke of Aquitaine and Lancaster, 
is t  O ctober, 1396 (Line. epis. reg. x i, f. 233). H e vacated the deanery b y  death before  
1 8th  D ec. 1431 {ibid. x v i i ,  f . 37). The El vets were household clerks of John of Gaiint : 
see his register ed. Arm itage-Srhith  (R o yal H ist. Soc. N ew  Camden Soc. Series). The  
charter is  bea u tifu lly  w ritten  and the three seals suspended b y  silken cords woven in  
black and white. The seals are sun k in cups of white w ax, and im pressed on a facing  
o f b lack w ax. S .B .M . 1833 ; see also no. 874. ;

^  a.d. 1 368 -13 86  (L .N . 11, 44). H e held the prebend of K naresborough in Y o rk , to  
w hich he w as appointed b y  the k in g  25th  Septem ber, 1371 (L .N . in , 196). H e “was 
also a canon of B everley {Beverley Chapter Act Book (S.S. 98) and Archaeologia l v ,  1)7 H e



' figure of a 'm an  holding a book  in his left hand. ' A bove them, 
in a com partm ent of tracery are tw o demi-angels. Beneath is

.............. a shield of arms barry w avy, on a chief three birds. A  bird
stands on the crockets of the flying buttresses at each side of 
the top  canopy, on the line of the legend (Durham Seals, 6 0 ) :

s s \  t i c  : h e : r a b e n s e r  : a r c f j t b t : I t t t c o l n t e /  V

3 2 6 9 . O x f o r d ,  o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . Loc. x v i, 1 2 a ;
a .d .  1 4 6 4 .

Oval, 2 " X i|", Our Lady, robed and crowned, standing in a niche 
of elaborate tabernacle work, holding the child  Christ on  her 
right arm and a sceptre in her left hand. Beneath under an 
arch is an ox  standing in water 1 8 (Durham'Seals, 6 0 ) :

s t g t l l b m  : a f f t c t a l t t a l t #  : a t c f j t b t a c a n t : o x o n t e .

ARCH D EAC O N S O F N O R T H U M B E R L A N D .
’ 3 2 7 0 . R i c h a r d  M a r s h  1 9 ............................................... 2 - 2  Pont. 4 .

. . Oval, 2 " x i i " .  The same seal he uses as secretum to  his episcopal
seal of dignity, no. 3 1 1 8  (Durham'Seals, no. 5 0 ) :

Secretum, oval, 1" X i f " ,  a fleur de lys, the field of the seal is
covered with w avy lines representing a marsh (?).

*  S IG N O  S E C R E T A  R IC A R D I  ■ . ,

founded the chantry of tw o priests in Lincoln m inster known as the Ravenser chantry  
(Bradshaw  and W ordsw orth , Line. Cath. Statutes, .111, ch antry index, pp. 888-99, S -F .

. R avenser). For his will see Archaeol. Inst. Lincoln vol. 1848. The bishop in. the  
sin ister niche probably represents St. H ugh of Lincoln, the figure on the dexter is appar
en tly  one of the apostles. The shield in base is very  interesting. Its w av y  lines (O .F . 
oundee) probably blasoned silver and azure, represent the sea, which has long ago  
sw allow ed up the tow n oi R a v e n se r ; the birds on the chief wiil be ravens, as also are 
the tw o birds above the canopy on the line of the legend. For an account of Ravenser
see B o y le ’s ( Lost towns of the H u m ber,’ S .N .M . 1 8 2 0 .'

18 In canting allusion to the nam e of the city. From  its general style the seal seem s 
earlier than date of charter and m ay well be the seal used temp, John Southam  arch
deacon 1404 -40  (Visits. Line. 182).

19 H e is styled  archdeacon of Northum berland, a .d . 1212, and archdeacon of R ichm ond  
.and N orthum berland, a -.d . 12x3 (L .N . 111, 136, .305 ; H .D . 11, 222). H e succeeded as 
"bishop of D urham  a .d . 1217 (Scrip. Tres, 35). For his episcopal seals see nos. 3118 ,

3119 in the catalogue. _



3 2 7 1 . ,  A l a n  o f  L y n n  2 0  4 - 2  Spec. 1 3 , 1 4 ; a . d .  1 2 3 9 .
Oval, i f "  X i i " ,  a figure in monastic habit seated on a chair at a 

desk, his feet placed on a. stool. He is reading a book  or roll 
(Durham Seals, 6 0 ) :

l$l S I G I L L V M  M A G R I  A L A N I  : D E  : L E N N A

( I n s i d e  b o r d e r )  a r c h i  n o r t h  . .

3 2 7 1 a. J o h n  o f  N a s s i n g t o n  . .   see no. 1 8 6 4 .
3 2 7 2 . J o h n  o f  C a r l f t o n 21 . 2 - 1  Arch. Northd. 1 ; a .d .  1 3 2 8 ; no. 2 ;

a . d .  1 3 3 1 .
Oval, i f  X t i " ,  Our Lady, robed and crowned, seated with the 

child Christ on her knee, beneath a crocketed canopy with side 
shafts ; on the dexter side is T, on the sinister C(, Beneath John 
in m onastic habit kneeling, prays. The field of the seal is 

. diapered with lozenges enclosing crosses (Durham Seals, 6 0 ) :

s '  A R C H I D I A C O N A T V S  N O R T H  . . B R I E

3 2 7 3 . E d m u n d  H o w a r d  22 . 2 - 2  Pont. 1 2 ; a .d .  1 3 4 1  ; 2 - 1 , Arch.
N orthd. 5 , 6  ; a . d .  1 3 4 0 .

Oval, 2 " X i i " ,  Our Lady, robed and crowned, standing in a niche, 
holding the child Christ. On the sinister in a similar niche is 
St. Cuthbert standing, in mass vestments, his right hand blessing^ 
his left holding St., Oswald's head. Beneath is Edm und praying, 
above in a smaller niche is a shield of arms, a bend between six 
crosses crosslet fitchy (Durham Seals, 6 0 ) :

S ’ M A G R I  . E A D M V N D I  H A W A R D  A R C H ’ D  N O R T H V M B R IE

20H e is n a m ed as archdeacon a .d . 1219 (L .N . in , 305 ; H .D . 11, 222). H is nam e is* 
fro m  L ynn in N orfolk . The m otive of this seal and the costum e of Alan are entirely  
different from  other seals of this series. It  seem s as though this were a seal used before  
his succession to the office, the words within the inner border of the legend have the 
appearance of h a vin g been inserted after the seal design was com pleted.

21 presented b y  the king a .d . 1328. (L .N . 111, 306 ; Cal. Pat. 1327-30 , P- 235 ; H .D .  
11, 223). The initials on each side are the on ly  guide to the owner of this seal. The use 
of Christian and surnam e on the seals of archdeacons began com paratively early.

22 a .d . 1340. (L .N . iii ,  306 ; H .D . 11, 223). In  a .d . 1342 he is styled  archdeacon of  
D urham  (probably in error for N orthum berland), b y  bishop Richard (R .P .D . 111, 508). 
In July, 1336, he had letters of protection as one of the clerks going abroad with bishop  
R ichard  of B u ry  (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1334 -38 , p. 304)* The shield bears the entire arms of 
H ow ard blasoned gules crustily fiichy and a bend silver. See c First N obility  Roll ’ ;
* Roll o f the battle  o f B oroughbridge,’ and the * Parliam entary Roll * of Edward it,



3 2 7 4 . R i c h a r d  o f  B a r n a r d  C a s t l e  23 . 2 - 1 , Arch. Northd. 8 , 3 - 1 ,
n o . 10  ; a .d .  13 6 2 .

Oval, 2 \/f X 1  f". Our L ady robed and crowned, seated in a canopied 
niche of rich tabernacle work with the child Christ standing on 
her left knee, and a lily  in her right hand. Beneath is a shield 
of arms bearing a stag (Durham Seals, 6 0 ) :

s ’ b n t  r t c a t f c t  t i e c a g .................................r t i i  a r c f j t t u a  . . n t

n o x t f j u b  . . .

3275 . W i l l i a m  o f  B e v e r l e y 24 . 2 - 1 , Arch. North. 10  ; a .d .  1 3 6 9 ;
3 - 1 , Arch. North. 1 1  ; a . d .  1 3 7 0 .

, Oval, 2-Y  X i j " ,  a tonsured figure wearing an alb* and cassock, 
standing in the central gateway arch of a battlem ented castle 
built upon rocks. The gateway is flanked upon each side by  
round battlem ented towers. Rising from  the battlem ents of 
the dexter tower is the crowned head and bust of St. Oswald the 
king with sceptre, and the letter O in the field, from  the sinister 
tower issues the mitred head and bust of. St. Cuthbert with 
crosier and the letter G( in the field (Durham Seals, 6 0 ) :

g ’ t D t l l n u t i e i n & e r l e  . . . . . . . a n t  n a r t u m f j r t e

3 2 7 6 . J o h n  o f  D e r b y 25 . 2 - 1 , Arch. Northd. 1 1  ; a . d .  1 3 7 1  ; no. 1 2  ;
a . d .  1 3 7 5 .

23 a .d . 1362-1369, when he resigned it for the deanery of Auckland, {L .N . 111, 306 ;
H .D . 11, 223). The clum sy and bad ly dravm sta g  and ill shaped shield rather spoil the
beau ty  of the general design. For his private seals see nos. 557, 558 in this catalogue. 
H e was chancellor to bishop T hom as H atfield (H .D . 1, 312). It was he who caused the 
bones of the venerable Bede to be rem oved from  near St. Cuthbert’s shrine to the Galilee 
at D urham  (Greenwell’s Durham Cathedral, 5 m ;  Rites, 104).

24 a .d . 1369-70 . (L .N : iii , 306 ; H .D . ii , 223). A  unique and very  effective device,
probably intended to represent the gate of the N ew  Jerusalem . H e w as prebendary  
o f Stillington in Y o rk  (L .N . in , 213).

26 Presented b y  the king (Edward 111), 3rd D ecem ber, 1370. (L .N . 111, 306 ; H .D . n ,
390). The archdeacon is represented in choir habit w ith the almuce show ing the pendent 
tails of fur. This is the earliest appearance, I have noted in the seals of D urham , of this 
vestm en t. W h y  the royal shield should be used here is not apparent unless it is done 
out of com plim ent to king Edw ard who gave him  the preferm ent. The charges on the 
sinister shield differ from  those on his private seal (ro . 789). The blason is not known. 
H e was also dean of Chesteir-le-Street. H e was chaplain to the king and a canon of 
W estm inster, a .d . 1370 ; dean of the collegiate church of Lanchester, a .d . 1369 (S .D , 
11, 311) ; canon of Y ork , prebend of Driffield (L .N . 111, 182).



Oval, 2 f "  X i f ' .  Our Lady, robed and crowned, ‘standing in a 
canopied niche of rich tabernacle w ork holding the child Christ 
on her left arm and a lily  in her right hand. On the sinister in 
a like niche is St. Cuthbert standing, in mass vestments, holding 
St. Oswald's crow ned head in his left hand, and his crosier in 
his right. A bove  in  the centre of the canopies is the head of 
the Father. Beneath is a tonsured half figure of John wearing 
surplice and almuce praying. On his dexter is a shield of arms 
France (ancient' and England quarterly, on his sinister is a like 
shield bearing a chevron between three dogs heads rased (Dur
ham  Seals, 6 0 )

0 : t o f n g  : he : ber f cg  : a t c f n b t  : n c t t f i & m & t u .
3 2 7 7 . J o h n  R e p h a m 26 . . . . .  2 - 1 , Arch. Northd. 1 3  ; a .d . 1 3 9 7 .

Oval, i f "  X 1 Y'. St. Cuthbert standing in mass vestments, his
right hand holding his crosier, his left holding St. Oswald's head 
to  his b r e a s t :

. . . . . . .  t e f f l j e m  t b t  n c t t f j  . . .
3 2 7 8 . R o b e r t  B u r t o n  2 7 ............................................................... Loc. x x v , 2 3 .

R ound signet, f "  armorial; a saltire. On a scroll above and around
shield :

tn  g r a c e  a f f t e .
3 2 7 9 . N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,28 o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . . .

Misc. 4 1 6 2 X  ; a .d .  1 2 8 3 .
Oval, 1" X ", a castle, w ith a central and tw o side towers, placed 

above water (or on rocks), a star on each side, and above a cres
cent enclosing a star :

. . . .  O F F IC I A L  . . . . .  O R H V M B R I .

26 Circa a .d . 1386 -14 04 . (L .N . 111, 306). In  the ratification of his estate after the
accession of H enry iv , 30th O ctober, 1399, John of R epham  is m entioned as m aster of 
the hospital o f St. M ary Magdalene w ithout the walls o f N ew castle-upon-T yne (Cal. Pat. 
1399 -14 01 , p. 27). There is a R eepham  in N orfolk  and another place of the sam e nam e  
three m iles north -east of Lincoln.

2U . d . 1 4 27 -46 . H e was precentor of Lincoln ; for an account of his life and prefer
m ents see V isits. L ine. 174-175 . This is the earliest use of a signet b y  an archdeacon  
that I have noted at D urham . B ut it -is  the signet of bishop Neville of Durham  and  
o n ly  used here b y  B urton ; see nos. 3 154 -31 56 .

28 U sed b y  R ., sty led  official of the lord archdeacon of N orthum berland, collector of 
the tenths o f our lord the king o f England.



3 2 8 0 . N o r th u m b e r la n d ,36* o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . , .
1 - 3 , Spec. 4 0  ; a.d . 1 3 1 3 . - .

Oval, 1 X V> similar to  no. 3 2 7 9  with some slight and unim portant 
differences.

>5 S' O F F IC IA L IT A T  : N O R H V M B  . . .

3 2 8 1 . N o r th u m b e r la n d ,29 o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  th e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . . ..
* 2 - 1 , Arch. Northd. 7 , 9 ; a .d . 1345  ; 4 -1 8 , Spec. 12 ; a .d . 

1351  ; 3 -4 , Ebor. 1 0 ; a .d . 1331  ; Misc. 4 3 1 9 ; a .d . 1 3 3 5 ;
1 -2 , Arch. Northd. 3 8  ; a  d  1 4 1 6  ; 2 -2 , Arch N orthd 7 , 8 . 

Oval, i f "  X 1 ", St. Cuthbert standing beneath a crocketed canopy
with side shafts, in mass vestments, holding his crosier in his 
right hand and St. Oswald's crowned head.in his left. On dexter 
side I, on sinister n. Beneath is a tonsured figure in surplice 
and almuce praying (Durham' Seals, 6 0 ) :

s s t g t l l .  o f f  i c i a U t a t t g  a c f j t b  : n o [ t t f j u m b r u ]

3 2 8 2 . N o r th u m b e r la n d ,30 o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  th e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . . .
2 -2 , Arch. Northd. 7 , 8 , 1 1  ; a.d . 1 4 1 7  ; Misc. 1 6  ; a .d . 1 4 3 6  ; 

, 2 - 1  > Arch. Northd. 1 3 , 1 4  ; Loc. X X, 1 4  ; a .d . 1 4 3 6 .
Oval, i f "  X i j " .  St. Cuthbert standing in mass vestm ents in a 

canopied niche w ith crockets and side shafts ; his right hand 
holding his crosier, his left St. Oswald's crowned head. On dexter 
side is I, on sinister N. Beneath is a tonsured demi-figure in 
surplice and almuce praying :

o f f i c i a i t t a t t s  a t r f j t h  : n o r t f j u m f m e .

3 2 8 3 . S a lis b u ry ,SOft A r ch d e a co n  o f  . . . .  Misc. 5 1 1 5  ; a .d . 1 2 8 1 . 
Oval, very imperfect. Our Lady seated with the child C h rist; on

her left hand is a seated male figure holding a book  (?) in front
of his breast with both  hands :

legend  d e stro ye d .

28a Used by Thomas of Hurworth, notary public, official of the commissary of the 
archdeacon of Northumberland.

25 Used in a .d . 1335-36 by Ralph of Blakiston, styled official of the lord archdeacon 
of Northumberland.

30Used a .d . 1401 by John Dalton, styled archdeacon. He was*dean of Lanchester 
(S.D. 11, 309). In a .d . 1436 it is used by John Smeaton, official of the archdeacon of 
Northumberland.

30a I cannot identify this man ; the attribution to Salisbury seems to be an error,



3284.. S u f f o l k ,  T h o m a s  o f  S c i j i r f o r d ,31 a r c h d e a c o n  o f ............................

2-5, E b or . 3 ; a .d .  1386 ; 4-5, E b or . 4 , 5.
O val, 2 f "  X  i f " .  T h e  crow n ed  a n d  rob ed  figure o f  St. M argaret 

stan d in g  in  a ca n op ied  n iche o f  r ich  tabern acle  w ork. She h olds 
in  her r ig h t h an d  a cross-h ead ed  spear w h ich  she thrusts dow n  
th e  th ro a t  o f  th e  d rag on  she tram ples u pon . In  her le ft h a n d  
she h o ld s  a c losed  b o o k . B en eath  undei- an  arch  is. the figu ie  o f 
T h om a s ton su red  a n d  w earing an  a lm uce ; h is hands, jo in ed  in 
prayer, rest u p on  th e  t o p  o f  a shield o f  arm s, ch arged  w ith  three 
fly ing  b ird s  (D urh am  Seals, 61) :

s ’ t f j a me  fie : s c t t e f a t b e  a r c ^ t M a c o n t : s a f f a l c f j u .

A R C H D E A C O N S  O F  T H E  W E S T  R ID IN G .
3285. H u g h * S o t e v a g i n a 32 . . . .  2-4, E b or . 6, circa ;  a .d .  1138.

O val, 2 f "  X  i f " .  A  ro b e d  figure seated, h o ld in g  a b o o k  in  his le ft
h an d  a n d  a r o d  (?) in  his righ t (D urham  Seals, 61) :

SOTTOVAGINE . COG [NOMINE] COGNITVS . HVGO.
3286. R a y n e r  o f  S k i p t o n  88 . . . . 2-2, A rch iep . 2 ; a .d .  1265.

O val, i f "  X  i f " .  T h e  rob ed  a n d  ton sured  dem i-figure o f  St. Peter
p la ced  b etw een  tw o  tu rrets a n d  beneath  a church -like can opy . 
H e h o ld s  a k ey  in  h is righ t h an d  and  a b o o k  in  his left. Beneath, 
under an arch  is th e  ton su red  kneeling figure o f  R ayn er in  alb  
a n d  da lm atic, p ray in g  (D urham  Seals, 61) :

S' RAYNERI ARCHIDIACONI . EBORACI
3287. R a y n e r  o f  S k i p t o n .3-1, E b or . 15 ; a .d .  <1265.

O val, 1" x  I " .  A n tiq u e  gem , a m ale h ead  :

9  DEVS MISEREATVR MEI.

si Presented by the king, January, 1383-84. (L.N. 11, 488). His name is probably
from Shereford in Norfolk. The blason of the shield is unknown. The impression 
from the matrix is deeply sunk in a cup of white wax for protection. (S.B.M. 2118).

32 Circa a . d .  1138. (L.N. 111, 131). This is the earliest archidiaconal seal at Durham, 
It is.slightly dished, and the vestments appear to be an alb or cassock with a short vest
ment, without sleeves, worn over it in form not unlike a short chasuble. He was pre
centor and archdeacon of York. This charter is printed, and there is a short account 
o f,him in Hist. Ch. York, 11, xii et seq.

33 Circa a . d .  1260. (L.N. 111, 132) ; S.B.M. 2380. He was still archdeacon in 1267 ; 
on .9th May in , that year he presented his clerk Roger to the vicarage of Mexborough 
(Giffard’s Register, S.S. 109, p. 154).



3288. Y o r k ,81 a r c h i d i a c o n a t e  o f  D u r h a m 'i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f
M isc. 4165 ; a .d .  1334. 

R ou n d , 1*. A  sm all cross w ith in  a geom etrica l d ev ice  in  th e 
spandrils o f w hich  are th e  evan gelistic  sy m b o ls  :

*  DILVE DELICTA IOHIS CRVX b ’ NDICTA

A R C H D E A C O N S  O F  C L E V E L A N D .
3289. M a t t h e w  o f  ( ille g ib le )35 . . . 3-1, Spec. 64, c ir c a ;  a .d .  1225.

O val, i^ "  x  i j " .  A  ton su red  figure standing on  a b ra ck e t w earing 
am ice and  alb, h o ld in g  a b o o k  t o  his b reast w ith  b o th  hands 
(D urham  Seals, 61) :

&  s ’ : m a g r i  : m a t r i  : d e  : . c o  . , . 1 : a r c h i d  . . . .

EVELAN D.

3290. R u f i n u s 36 . Misc. 4260, 4261, 4262, 4 5 2 2 ; a .d .  127 9-1 2 8 0 ; 
4830 ; a .d .  1277. 

O val, 1 X A  cross p a ty , b etw een  a star, a  crescent, a  s ix fo il 
and  a rose, b en eath  a n d  a b o v e  th e  cross are three d ots  :

S* RVFFINI . COLLECTORIS DECIME.

S e c re tu m , antique gem , a figure driv ing  tw o  goats.
3291. S t e p h e n  M a u l e y 97 . . . . . .  2-1, A rch iep . 1 6 ; a .d .  1313.

O val, 2" x  * 1". O n th e  dexter St. P eter as P op e , on  the sinister 
St. Paul h old in g  sw ord, each  seated in  a  ca n op ied  n iche. B e 
neath, Stephen  in  clerica l gow n  w ith  tip p et, kneeling, p rays 
(D urham  Seals, 61) :

S' STEPHI DE M AVLAY ARCHID CLIVELANDIE

34 Seal used by the collectors of the tenths from the clergy of the archdeaconry of 
Durham‘within the province of York.

35 Circa a . d .  1225. (L.N. m, 145).. Unfortunately that part of the legend giving 
the archdeacon’s surname is broken away, and it does not appear to be known.. It is 
an early example of the use of a surname on seals. He was instituted to the church of 
Simonburn (North Tyne) at the presentation of Alexander 11, king of Scotland, February, 
1229 (Gray’s Register, S.S. 56, p. 29).

36 Circa a . d .  1263-1280. (L.N. in, 145). The seal he uses as collector of the tenths 
for the Holy Land. Called Rufinus de Tonego (Giffard’s Register, S.S. 109, 95n ; Cal 
Pap. 1, 395). He was a papal chaplain [ibid. 433).

Circa a . d .  1289-1317. (L.N. in, 145). He was a younger son of Sir Peter Mauley,
lord of Mulgrave. He is styled here rector of Hemingburgh. He was also rector of



S e cre tu m  ova l, J" X  . f .  A n tiq u e  gem , a  w in ged  figure o f V ic to ry  
h o ld in g  a  w reath  :

. . . .  MESSAGE SV . . . . .  v

A R C H D E A C O N S  O F  T H E  E A S T  R ID IN G .
3292. J o h n  o f  C r a u c u m b e  3 8 ............................. . M isc. 3416 ; a .d .  1306.

O val, v e ry  im p erfect and  indicipherable , a standing figure :

... . . ,■ RAVCUMBE , . ... .
3293. J o h n  o f  C r a u c u m b e  . M isc. 3 9 36 ; A D - 3 8 l 7  I A D -

 • 1-2 9 7 ; 4141 ; - A .n .  1298. *
O val, f "  X  A n tiq u e  gem , a  griffin :

- ■ - * SVM SI GILLVM . VERITATIS. ■

3294. D e n i s  A v e n e e 39 . M isc. 3698, 3733, 4 ° 5I a > 4 4 7 7 *  4832, 4 I 2 6 >

• ... - 4138, 4711, 4832, 5iT°p ; A-D..1327-1339- .. . .
O val, i% "  x  j / / - a ca n op ied  n iche on  th e  dexter is St. L aw rence, 

ClA./;.-, . in  alb. .and da lm atic, h o ld in g  a p a lm  b ra n c h /in  his .right h and 
‘ a n d  a grid iron  in  h is le ft, on  th e  sinister in  a sim ilar .n ich e is a 

figure in  th e  sam e h ab it h o ld in g  . . . ? A b o v e  th em  .in a central
n iche w ith  crock e ts  a n d  finials is th e  dem i-figure o f  Our L ad y ,
rob ed  a n d  crow n ed , h o ld in g  the ch ild  Christ. B eneath  is a 

. . ' dem i-figure ton su red  and  rob ed , p ray in g  (D urham  Seals, 61) : ‘

SI* : DIONISII : AVENEL : ARCHIDIACONI EST RIDING !

Houghton, a . d .  1313 (R.P.D. 1, 486), dean and prebendary of Auckland {ibid. 107 j 
215-216). In 1291 he had a dispensation from the pope to hold the churches of Bainton 
and Lythe and the archdeaconry of Cleveland, which he had held without papal dis
pensation ; he is styled deacon and papal chaplain (Cal. Pap. 1, 537)* In the same 

; year he had joined the crusade {ibid. 542). For further note on him see Romeyn’s 
Register (S.S. 123, 378n). The shield of Mauley occurs twice among the shields carved 

.beneath the triforium string course on the south side of the nave at York. It is also 
-’depicted in glass in the fourth window from the east in the south aisle of the nave there. 
The lower part of the centre light represents the archdeacon seated in a chair beneath 

. him was the inscription . . . e n  d e  m a u l e y  a r c h  . . d  . . (see 4 Heraldry of 
York Minster,’ vol. 1, p. 103 and pi. 2). S.B.M-. 2521.

88 a . d .  1280-1308. For an account of his life, and preferments, see Romeyn’s Register
S,S. 123, p. xx ; L.N. ni, 142, 190*

88 Circa a . d .  1322-1340. (L.N. -in, 142). The saint on the sinister is probably the
. archdeacon’s name saint St.. Denis. In 1330 he is .styled formerly official of the court 
Of William (Melton), archbishop (Cal. Pap. n, 320) ; S.B.M. 2382.



3295. W i l l i a b i  o f  W a l c o t e 40 . M isc. 4100 b  a n d  c ;  a .d .  1 3 4 9 ; 
4 7 7 ia ;  A.D. I355.

O val, 2 f "  X i f " . '  St. C atherine standing in  a r ich ly  ca n op ied  n iche . 
Crowned and  w ith  lon g  hair and  veil, h o ld in g  her w heel in  her 
righ t hand, and' a sw ord  in  her le ft. A  figure in  clerica l h ab it 
kneels t o  her. B en eath  is a shield o f  arm s, a cross engrailed  
betw een  fou r crosses crosslet. T h e  field o f th e  seal is p ow d ered  
w ith  flow ers (D urham  Seals, 61) ;

ss’ fo . . . t o a l c o t e  a r c i j t b t a c o t u  .-«sst t t  . . . g e *

3206. E a s t  R i d i n g ,41 o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . .. M isc.
3 7 4 0 ; a .d .  1 2 8 6 ; 4 0 5 id  ; a .d .  1 3 2 5 ; 4 0 6 2 a ; a . d .  1310 ; 
5 0 2 7 ; A.D. 1 2 9 0 ^ 4 5 5 8 ;  A.D. 1283. 

O val, i f "  X f " .  A  ch u rch  standing a b ov e  w aves in  w h ich  sw im  
fish. O n each  side o f  th e  ch u rch  is a fleur de ly s  :

>5 s ' OFFI . . . .  C H ID IA C O .................. INGIE.
t

3297. E a s t  R i d i n g ,42 v i c a r  g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . M isc. 
3799 ; A .D . 1 3 4 6 ; 4078c  ; A .D . 1345.

O val, i f "  X i f " .  T he cru cifix ion  w ith  our L a d y  a n d  St. John , 
beneath  is a figure pray ing, th e  field o f  th e  seal is d iap ered  
(D urham  Seals, 61) :

S \  VICARII . GENERALIS . ARCHIDIACONI EST R ID YN G IE .

40a.d. 1352-1362-3. {L.N. hi, 142). He had provision of the rectory of Pudding
Norton in Norwich diocese, by the pope, in 1344, at the request of Isabella the queen 
dowager (Cal. Pap. in, 12), in 1350 he was rector of Essendon in diocese of Lincoln, and 
in that year he was presented to the rectory of Geddington, Northants, by queen Isabella 
(Lincoln Reg. ix, Inst., f. i44d.). In 1351 he is described as keeper of the great wardrobe 
to Isabella, and at her request, is provided to a canonry in Lincoln (Cal. Pap. in,' 418, 
439). In 1353 he is styled receiver of the household to queen Isabella, archdeacon of 
the East Riding and rector of Geddington (Cal. Pap. in, 479)- In 1356 he was presented 
to the fourth stall in St. Stephen’s chapel, Westminster (Cal. Pat. 1354-58, p. 417). He 
resigned his canonry and prebend of Carleton and Thurleby in Lincoln before March, 
1358 (Cal. Pap. i i i ,  592). He died 1362-3. The blason of this very effective shield of 
arms is unknown. (S.B.M. 2383).

41 In charter no. 5027, a . d .  1290, John of Craucumbe is named archdeacon. In no. 
4051, a . d .  1315, Alan of Cotum is so named the latter is not in Le Neve’s list.

42 S.B.M. 2 3 8 5 .



3298. W  . . . . 43  3-2, Spec. 1 6 ;  a .d .  1248.
O val, i f "  X  1 i " .  A  ton su red  figure, in  a ’ d a lm atic  a n d  m aniple 

over  le ft  w rist, standing and h o ld in g  a  b o o k  t o  breast w ith  b o th  
hands (D urham  Seals, 61) :

SIGILL  ................ NOTING . . .
3299. W i l l i a m  o f  P i c k e r i n g 44 . . . M isc. 4 0 3 6 ; 4 7 2 4 ; a .d .  1290.

O val, i f "  X 1". Our L a d y , rob p d  a n d  crow n ed , seated, holding 
th e  ch ild  Christ.1 On th e  dexter side is St. P a u l- on  the sinister, 
St. P eter. B en eath  is a kneeling figure p ray in g  :

WILLI DE P I ...............   . NOTINGHA.
3300. N o t t i n g h a m ,  o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . . 3-5, E b o r

18, ; a .d '.  1383. 
O val, i f "  x  if "*  A  m ale bust, a b o v e  it th e  h an d  o f G od  blessing, 

in  fro n t  o f  h ead  a crescent, beh in d  it a  star :

)$( S' OFFICIALITATIS NOTINGHAMIE

A R C H D E A C O N S  O F  R IC H M O N D .
3301. M o r g a n 4 5 .................................................. * ..........................2-4, E b or . 9.

O val, v e r y  im p erfect, the rem nant show s the low er part o f a standing 
figure a p p a ren tly  w ea lin g  a da lm atic  :

. . ; APREP ................
3302. R o g e r  o f  S t .  E d m u n d ’ s  4 6 .................................................. 2 -4, E bor. 8.

O val, im p erfect, a  standing figure w earing a lb  a n d  da lm atic and

43 Probably William of Bodeham, who held the office in a . d .  1224. (L.N. h i ,  150).
He witnesses a charter at York on St. Matthew’s Day, 1249 (Gray’s Register, S.S. 56, 
261M,).

44 He received collation of the office 12th March, 1290, and became dean of York in 
a . d .  1310. (L.N. iii, 150). For the very interesting process of his election to the 
deanery see Hist. Ch. York, in, 227. In Romeyn’s Register (S.S. 123, p. 76}, he is styled 
archdeacon in a mandate of 25th October, 1287. For his other offices, and preferments, 
see that Register p a s s i m . For his parentage, see second part of the same Register 
(S.S. 128), p. 209, note 1.

45 The deed is about mid. twelfth century date. Morgan does not appear in Le Neve’s 
List. See * Memorials of Fountains Abbey’ (S.S. 42, p. 165, note 1).

46 a  d .  1198-1206. (L.N. i i i ,  136). He was nominated to the office by the king, a . d .

1198. For the dispute between him and Honorius, a clerk of archbishop Geoffrey, 
whom the archbishop had nominated to the same office, see Roger of Hoveden (Rolls 
Series, vol. iv, pp. 52, 89 and passim).



w ith  m an iple over his le ft  w rist, h o ld in g  a b o o k  t o  his breast 
w ith  b o th  h ands ;

................ SCO EDMV . . . . . .
3303. S im o n  o f  E v e s h a m 4 7 ..................................*2-2, A rch iep . 2 ; a .d .  1265.

O val, X A  n im bed  and rob ed  h a lf figure o f  St. P eter
h old in g  a k ey  in  h is r igh t h an d  and  a b o o k  in  h is ie ft. B eneath , 
under a sem i-circu lar arch , is a dem i-figure o f S im on  ton su red  
and  w earing am ice, a lb  and  surplice, h o ld in g  a b o o k  t o  his breast. 
A b ov e  h is head,- rou n d  the inside o f arch, is— M e  R e g e  P e t r o  
P r e c o r  (D urh am  Seals, 61) :

S' SIMONIS . ARCHIDIACONI RICHEMVDI.
3304. H e n r y  o f  W a l t o n 4 8 ..........................................v. . . 2-4, E b o r . 21.

O val, (?) X i j " .  Our L a d y , ro b e d  and crow n ed , stan d in g  in  a
ca n op ied  n iche. She h old s  the Christ ch ild  on  her r igh t arm , 
a n d  at her le ft side is a li ly  in  flow er. O n her dex ter  in  a sm aller 
n iche is a dem i-figure o f St. P eter h o ld in g s  key, on  her sinister 
in  a like  n iche is a dem i-figure o f St. Paul h o ld in g  a sw ord . B e 
n eath  St. P eter is a 's h ie ld  o f arm s, E n g la n d  w ith  a label o f 
L ancaster, beneath  St. Paul a shield, E n glan d  over  all a ba ston . 
T he low er p a rt o f seal is b rok en  aw a y  (D urh am  Seals, 61) :

 m i  : toe : S n a l t o n : a t  n t : t t c f j e  mu t t b t e

47 a.d. 1262-1272. (L.N. in, 137), For account of his life,, and preferments, see
Gray's Register (S.S. 56, 10n.).

4 8 a . d .  1349-1359. (L.N. h i ,  138). He was presented to the living of Preston-in-
Amounderness by Henry, earl of Lancaster, and was instituted to the rectory on 24th 
September, 1348, by John Gynewell, then vicar-general in spiritualities archidiaconatu 
vacante. He obtained the archdeaconry, by papal provision, on the death of Jean- 
Raymond de Comminges, cardinal bishop of Porto, in 1348. Archbishop de la Zouche 
issued his mandate for Walton's installation, 18th July, 1349 (Reg. Zouche, f. 75). He 
held canonries and prebends in Lincoln, Salisbury, Exeter, Wells, Chichester and York 
(Cai. Pap. i i i , 478, 542). His name is probably from Walton-le-Dale near Preston. 
The shield on the dexter is that borne by Thomas, earl of Lancaster, beheaded a .  d .  i  322 ; 
that on the sinister is the shield carried by his brother Henry, before his creation as earl 
of Lancaster in 1324, blasoned England with a baston azure, after that date he bore the 
dexter shield (England with a label of France). The dexter shield of Lancaster was 
also that of his son Henry called ‘ of Grosmont,' earl of Lancaster 1345, created duke 
of Lancaster 1352, died 1361. Walton was a devoted servant of the House of Lancaster 
and owed his preferments largely to their influence. He symbolises this connexion 
and expresses his devotion and gratitude by the use of these shields.



3305. R i c h m o n d /9 o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . . 2-4, E bor.
3 9 ;  A .D . 1355. :

O val, i f "  X 1". St. P eter seated under a ca n o p y  ; fou r stars on  
each  side o f  h im . B en eath  is a  dem i-figure pray in g  :

OFFICIALITATIS . * ! . ........................... DIE
3306. R i c h m o n d /0 v i c a r  g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  -. 2-4, E bor.

18 ; a .d .  1347. 
O val, 2 " X ? (im p erfect). St. P eter a n d  St. Paul standing beneath  

a  ca n o p y . A b o v e  th em  is a shield o f the arm s o f E ngland and 
ben ea th  th em  a figure p ray in g  :

....................................CHIDIACONI
3307. R i c h m o n d /1 v i c a r  in  s p i r i t u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . .

M isc. 6866 ; a .d .  1485. 
O val, i i "  X  i f " .  Im p erfect a n d  p o o r  im pression , a  standing figure 

t o  w h om  another figure kneels :
LEG EN D  D EST R O Y E D .

■3308. W e s t  R i d i n g /2 o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  . 4-3, E bor. 9.
O val, v e ry  im p erfect, a standing figure, his righ t h an d raised. 

l e g e n d  d e s t r o y e d .

3309. A m o u n d e r n e s s ,-  r u r a l  d e a n e r y  o f / 3 . 2-4, E bor. 3 4 ;  a .d .

1362. 
O val, 1 J " X  J". A  fish  b etw een  tw o  fleur de ly s  :

9  S' DECANATVS AMVNDERNESIE

49 Used by John of ‘ Totyngton/ rector of Elveden, styled official and commissary 
of Sir Henry of Walton, archdeacon of Richmond.

50 Used by John of Craven, canon of the church of St. John, Chester, vicar general 
at the visitation of the archdeaconry for the lord John ‘ cardinal bishop Portuensis ’ 
(Porto), archdeacon of Richmond. Le Neve (in, 138), calls the cardinal John of Gines- 
well, a . d .  1346-1349. For explanation of this error see ‘ Register of John Gynewell, 
bishop of Lincoln,’ Arch. Journal, l x v i i i ,  p. 306.

51 Used by Thomas Pereson/vicar in spiritualities of the archdeacon of Richmond. 
He was sub-dean of York 1484-90 (L.N. in, 129).

52 Used by master Alexander, official of the archdeacon of the West Riding.
53 I have classified the deans of cathedral or collegiate chapters with rural deans but 

they are quite distinct officials. I am indebted to Mr. A. Hamilton Thompson, f . s . a .  

for the following note on their different status ;—“ Both are in the beginning arch-priests,



3310. A m o u n d e r n e s s , r u r a l  d e a n e r y  o f  . L oc . x v i ,  i2 h  ; a .d . 1464. 
O val, 1 §" X ? (im p erfe ct). A  fish, on  th e  dexter side is a . . ? :

*  0't* z c ' ............................... H m o n lK

3311. C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t , 588, d e a n  o f  . . . M isc. 4 2 4 6 ; a .d .  1323.
O val, 1" X  i " .  Our L a d y , h o ld in g  the ch ild  C hrist stan din g. A  

kneeling figure pray s t o  them . O ver h im  on  a scro ll is C o r ’ :

. . . O N I S .................S A T T ...................

but one is the arch-priest of a single church, while the other is the arch-priest of a * Christi
anity ' composed of the parishioners of a group of Churches. The dean of a church is 
the president of a corporation, elected by the corporation in a large number of cases, 
confirmed by the diocesan, and installed by the senior officer of the chapter or by the 
sub-dean. The dean of a Christianity is merely the disciplinary officer in charge of a 
number of individual churches, subordinate to the archdeacon, appointed by him (al
though the appointment seems gradually to have lapsed to the bishop) and removable 
at his will. Deans of Christianities were originally urban-—such urban deaneries still 
remain with the name of Christianity at Exeter, Leicester and Lincoln —with jurisdiction 
over the parishes of episcopal cities ; but, as parishes grew up in the country, new 
Christianities were formed and became known as rural deaneries, generally corresponding 
roughly to the local civil divisions. The difference between deans of the first type and 
rural deans is strongly emphasised in the constitution Vas eleccionis of Benedict x i i  

(1336)) which set a maximum limit to the money value of the daily procurations exacted 
by ecclesiastics on visitation. This expressly classifies deans of churches in the same 
category with archdeacons, placing rural deans; ‘ who in some districts are called arch
priests,’ in a lower category by themselves.* Thus the dean of York, visiting in person 
the churches in the city and diocese which belonged to the liberty of St. Peter, might 
exact procurations at a maximum of 50I. silver Tournois a day ; and this was also the 
maximum which the archdeacon of York was allowed to charge while visiting his churches. 
The dean of the Christianity of York, on the other hand, could exact a maximum only 
of 10I. silver Tournois {i.e. § of a gold florin, to which went 12 Uvres Tournois). This 
illustrates the difference between two offices which, though their holders bore similar 
titles, were really quite distinct, the dean proper being an important member of the 
superior clergy, while the rural deans were the presidents of the ordinary clergy.”

* Illud quoque, quod de archidiaconis superius duximus ordinandum, locum habere 
volumus etiamin decanis, praepositis aliisque personis ecclesiasticis superius non expressis 
quibus visitationis officium et procurationis receptio ex privilegio sedis apostolicae, vel 
de jure seu consuetudine competere dignoscuntur, decanis ruralibus duntaxat exceptis, 
qui in aliquibus regionibus archipresbyteri noniinantur, circa quos in receptione huius
modi procurationis ed, quod supra statutum est de aliis archipresbyteris, volumus ob- 
servari (Corpus Juris Canonici, ed. Friedberg and Richter, Leipzig, 1881, 11, 1282, col. 2).

53a Used by Robert of Kytheley, styled dean of the church of Chester (H.D. 11, 389W ; 
S.D. i i , 1 4 a).



3312. C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t , 54 d e a n  o f  . . . M isc. 4 2 4 6 ; a .d . 1343.
O val, " X  t" . A n tiq u e  gem , a standing figure ;

l$l IESVS . . . AMOR MEV5  . . ,
3313. C o r b r i d g e ,65 r u r a l  d e a n  o f  . . . L oc . x ix , 4 7 ;  a .d , 1314.

O val, v e ry  im p erfect, a  p la n t grow in g  from  a vase on  the edge o f w hich  
tw o  b ird s  are s ittin g  drinking ou t o f  it. a b o v e  on  a b ran ch  on  
ea ch  side sits a  b ir d  :

................  SETA ................
3314. D a r l i n g t o n ,  d e a n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  . L oc. x ix ,. 104,

■120 ; a .d .  1335 ; 1343.
O val, X f " .  A  figu re s ta n d in g  in  fr o n t  o f a n  a lta r  o n  w h ich  is 

a c h a lic e . l e g e n d  i l l e g i b l e .

3315. D u r h a m ,56 d e a n e r y  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  . . M isc. 3556,
^4058, 4325, 4354, 4186, 4198, 4210, 4325*, 5060, 4 8 0 9 ; a .d .  
1292, 5072 ; a .d .  1321 ; 5088, 3-4, Spec. 21 ; a .d .  1325-42. 

O val, i f "  X §". A  h a lf figure o f St. C uthbert, h is r igh t h an d  
blessing, his le ft  h o ld in g  his crosier, standing in  an  upper niche ; 
b en eath  in  a low er n iche  is a ton su red 'figu re  pray ing  :

S’ DECANAT ’ DVNELMIE.
3316. D u r h a m ,57 d e a n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  . . .  . M isc. 2304. 

O val, i f "  +  f " .  A  ch a lice  :

. . . .  AT" DECAN : DVN . . .
3317. D u r h a m ,58 d e a n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  . L oc . x v i ,  14 ; a .d .

1483 ; L o c . i x ,  6 8 . 

O val, i f "  X 1". St. C uthbert standing in  m ass vestm ents, h is righ t 
h an d  blessing, his le ft  h o ld in g  St. O sw ald 's h ead  t o  his b r e a s t :

SIGILLVM . DECANI . DVNELMIE.

54 Used by Roger of Gilling, styled dean of Chester, sub-collector. He was official of 
the bishop of Durham (H.D. n, 389 .̂ ; S.D. 11, 144).

55 Used by the rural dean of Corbridge and called sigillum quo utor in officio .
36 Used in a . d .  1325 by Henry, rector of St. Mary’s in the South Bailey, Durham. 

St. Mary the Less ; for list of rectors see H.D. 11, 29a, and S.D. iv, ii, p. 45- In *342 it 
is used by Thomas of Foxden, chaplain. Both are styled deans of the Christianity.

57 The seal of Patrick, styled vicar of St. Oswald’s, Durham. See H.D. n, 308, and for 
list of vicars, ibid. 312 and S.D. iv, ii, 82.

68 This is called in the charter, the seal of the official of the archdeacon of the prior of 
Durham, used within the county of Northumberland.



D e c a N a L. 1 3 5

3318. H e r t h i l l ,  r u r a l  d e a n  o f  58a . . . . .  M isc: 4 4 2 6 ; a .d .  1269.
O val, i f "  x  f " .  St. Joh n  B aptist standing, h o ld in g  th e  H o ly  L a m b

w ith in  a circ le , a kneeling figure pray s  t o  h im  : 

tjl BAPTISTA . . . . T MEMOR ESTO ’ )
3319. H e r t h i l l ,  r u r a l  d e a n e r y  o f  . . , . M isc. 3710 ; a .d .  1324. 

O val, i f "  X f " .  St. John  B a p t is t59 stan din g h o ld in g  th e  H o ly
L am b in  his righ t hand. B en eath  th e  L a m b  is th e  h ead  o f  a h a r t :

. . . ANATVS . DE . HERTHIlJ
3320. L i n c o l n ,60 R o g e r  d e a n  o f ......................................4-3, E b or. 11.

O val, i f "  X i f " .  A  standing ton su red  figure o f R o g e r  w earing a
‘ chasuble a n d  a lb ,: his hands raised (D urham  Seals, 61) : 

ROGERVS LINCOLNIEN . . . ECCLESIE DECANVS 
.3321. L i n c o l n ,  J o h n  C o n s t a b l e 61 d e a n  o f  . . 3 3 ,  E b or . 4 6 ;  a .d .

*526. 
O val, 2 f "  X i f " .  Our L a d y , ro b e d  and  crow n ed , seated  in  a n iche 

o f  r ich  tabern acle  w ork  w ith  the ch ild  C hrist on her knee a n d  a 
sceptre in  her le ft hand. B en eath  is a sh ield  o f  arm s q u arterly  
(Gules) and va ir  a b e n d  (gold) over  all (D urham  Seals, 61) :

g i g ’ c o n s t a b l e  f c eca i u  e c c l t e  I t n c o l n .
3322. L i n c o l n ,  J o h n  T a l b o t 6111 s u b  d e a n  o f  . . 3 3 ,  E b o r . 46 ; a .d .

1526. 
O val, i f "  X 1". A  ch u rch  :

l e g e n d  i l l e g i b l e .

3323. L o n d o n , R a l p h ,62 d e a n  o f  . M isc. 4 3 1 8 ; a .d .  1 3 0 0 ; 4159,
4 1 6 0 ; a .d .  1301 ; 4266, 4302 ; a .d .  1301 ; 4318, 4641.

58a The rural deanery of Harthill in the archdeaconry of the East Riding.
59 The Baptist is depicted clad in beast’s skins.
60 Roger, of W.eseham, a . d .  1239-1245. (L.N. 11, 30). In the latter year he was

elected bishop of Coventry and Lichfield.
61 He was archdeacon of Huntingdon, a . d .  1512-14. (L.N. 11, 52). Dean of Lincoln,

a . d .  1514-28.. (L.N. n, 34). He was also prebendary of Dun hoi me in Lincoln 1494- 
1503; of Caistor 1503-28, and chancellor of Lincoln 1508-12. (L.N. 11, 145, 127, 90).
For his shield see Arch. Ael. n.s. hi, 249 ; S.B.M. 1812.

61a He had collation of the subdeanery 26th June, 1523, and resigned before 26th 
March, 1535 (Lincoln Reg. xxvi, f. 5 and 21).

62 Ralph, of Baldock, archdeacon of Middlesex 1276-94. (L.N. 11, 326) ; dean of 
London a . d .  1294-1304 ; in the latter year he became bishop of London. (L.N. 11, 310). 
For a sketch of his life see Hennessy Novum Repertorium, note a, 47.



. O val, i f "  X (?) im p erfect. St. Paul seated h old in g  sw ord  in  right 
h an d  a n d  a b o o k  in  h is le ft :

. . . VLFI : d e c a n v s  : s . . . . .  .

3324. N e w c a s t l e  u p o n  T y n e ,  d e a n e r y  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  . .

L o c . x i x ,  94 ; a .d . 1343, 

O v a l ,  v e r y  im p e r fe c t , a  to w e r  :

S* DE . . N A T ............................

3325. N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  b e y o n d  C o q u e t ,  W i l l i a m ,68 r u r a l  d e a n  o f

. . .  1-2, S pec. 14 ; a .d .  1234.

O v a l ,  1" X  ". A n t iq u e  gem , a l io n  : 

s i g i l l  : w  : m : l l  : i :

3326. N o t t i n g h a m , d e a n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  . 2 -4 , E b o r  2 6 ;

1 In n o c e n t  i v  ; a . d .  1 2 4 3 . 

O v a l ,  i f "  X  ". A  fle u r  de l y s  :

. . . *. DECANI DE N O T IN ................

3327. O x f o r d ,63® d e a n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  . 1-5, E b o r .  15, 16 ;

a .d .  1325. 

O v a l ,  i f "  x  f " .  A  w in g e d  b u l l  :

X  SIGILL * *  DECANI *  OXON5E

3328. R iD A L E ,63b E l i a s  r u r a l  d e a n  o f  . . . .  . 3 -2 , Spec, 13.

O v a l ,  i f "  X  f " .  A n  eagle:

SIGILL . HELIE . DE CAH . . .

3329. SC A R SD A L E ,63c D E A N E R Y  OF THE CH R ISTIAN ITY  OF . I - I ,  Spec. 72,

73, 7 4 ; A .D . 1431. 

O v a l ,  i f "  X  f " .  S t. J o h n  B a p t is t  s ta n d in g  h o ld in g  th e  H o l y  

L a m b  :

*  S' DECANAT' ‘ XPIANITATIS D* SCARDESDAL’

1 63 Styled William, chaplain of Bamburgh, dean of Northumberland beyond * Choket *
(Coquet).

6311 Engraved plate 1, * Some Durham College Rolls,’ by Rev. H. E. D. Blakiston.
^  Ryedale in the archdeaconry of Cleveland.
630 The rural deanery of Scarsdale in the archdeaconry of Derby, diocese of Coventry 

and Lichfield.



3330. S t a f f o r d ,  B o u g e s  d e  C l a r e  64 d e a n  „of . 4 -1 , E b o r .  3 ;  M isc.

4100a* 4 7 4 4 ; a .d .  1283-84.' 

O v a l ,  i f "  X  i f " .  T h e  A n n u n c ia t io n , G a b r ie l h o ld s  a  s c ro ll o n  

w h ic h  a re  th e  w o rd s  a v e  m a\ B e n e a th  is  a d e m i fig u re  p r a y in g  :

s ' BOGONIS .DE CLARE DE . . . . . AFFORD

S e c r e t u m ....................■ . ■ . . . ■. . ' . . M isc. 4100a, 4744. .. .

R o u n d , f " .  A n t iq u e  gem , a  m a n  o n  h o rs e b a c k  :

^  M E ................ CUS I E . . . . .  . A

3331. W e l l s ,  J o h n  o f  G o d e l e g h 648, d e a n  o f  . M isc. (?) ;  a .d .  1307.

O v a l ,  1" X  1". S t. A n d r e w  o n  h is  cross, b e n e a th  is  a  d e m i fig u re  

p ra y in g  :

S' 1 0 ................ ...  DE . . . . EYE DECANI WELLI . .

3332. Y o r k ,  S im o n ,65 d e a n  o f .....................................................3 -2 , E b o r .  16.

O v a l ,  2" X  i f " .  A  fig u re  s ta n d in g , b o t h  h a n d s  ra is e d  :

l$t SI GILLVM . . . i . IS . DECANI . EBORACENSIS

^Styled chaplain of the pope and dean of Stafford. He was the son of Richard de 
Clare, earl of Gloucester and Hertford, and of his second wife Maud Lacy, daughter of 
John, earl of Lincoln. He was treasurer of York, circa, a.d. 1274-1285 (L.N. in, 159) 
and held many prebends and churches in that diocese. For list of them see Romeyn’s 
Register, S.S. 123, p. 397, and Giffard’s Register, S.S. 109, p. ix. Also V.C.H. Yorks, 
iii, 33. * For his neglect of his duty see Wickwane’s Register, S.S. 114* p. 286. He was 
the most notorious pluralist of the thirteenth century. He died a.d. 1294. The * Chroni- 
con de Lanercost ’ describes him as ‘ a seculo solemnis. nomine sed non conversatione ’ 
and a man who held numberless churches and had governed them badly . . . .  a courtier 
who cared nothing for holy orders, he strangled the cure of souls and wastefully spent 
the incomes of his churches (nam curialis exercens ordines non curavit curam animarum 
exsufflavit proventus ecclesiarum dilapidavit), (Bannatyne Club, ed. 1839). For his 
name.see ‘ The Complete Peerage,’ by G.E. C. ed. Vicary Gibbs, 111, 605-6 and note b.

64aA.D. 1305-1331-2. (L.N. 1, 150). He was elected bishop of Exeter in 1327 (Cal.
Pat. 1327-30, p. 147) but the pope provided the see to John Graunson, archdeacon of 
Nottingham, who. was consecrated .at Avignon, 18th October, 1327 (Stubbs, Reg. Sac. 
Ang. 73). Godelegh remained dean of Wells till his death. He' was archdeacon of 
Lewes in 1305 (L.N. 1, 262), prebendary of Stillington in York (L.N. 111, 212), and also 
held a prebend in Hastings castle chapel (Cal. Pat. 1330-4, p. 279). The cathedral 
church of Wells is dedicated to St. Andrew, hence the device of seal.

65Simon of Apulia, a.d. 1194-1214. He became bishop of Exeter in the latter year 
(L.N. iii, 120). Died September 9th, 1223 (Reg. Sacr. Angl. 54).



3333- Y o r k ,  R o b e r t 66 d e a n  o f  . . .  . M isc. 5 0 8 2 ;  a .d . 1 3 2 3 .

O v a l ,  2 j "  X  ? (im p e rfe c t) . O u r  L a d y  a n d  C h r i s t :

L E G E N D  D E ST R O Y E D .
3 3 3 4 .  Y o r k , R o b e r t 67 d e a n  o f  . 2 -1 , A r c h . D u n e lm . 9 ;  a .d . 1 3 2 4 ;

1-1, A r c h .  D unelm . 5 ; a . d .  1323.
O v a l ,  X  1 A b o v e  in  a c ro c k e te d  a n d  b u ttre s s e d  n ic h e  w it h  

c a n o p y  is  a ro b e d  d e m i fig u re  o f o u r  L a d y  h o ld in g  th e  c h ild  
C h r is t  o n  h e r  le f t  a rm . B e lo w  a re  tw o  n ic h e s  w it h  side  sh a fts  
a n d  can o p ie s . I n  th e  d e x te r  one is  S t. P e te r  as P o p e  in  p o n t i  

fica ls  a n d  p a li  a n d  w e a rin g  th e  t ia ra , h is  r ig h t  h a n d  is  b less ing , 
h is  le f t  h o ld s  t w o  k e y s  ; in  th e  s in is te r one  is  S t. P a u l ro b e d  a n d  

h o ld in g  a  s w o id  in  h is  r ig h t  h a n d  a n d  a b o o k  in  h is  le ft . B e n e a th  
u n d e r  a  p o in t e d  a rc h  is  a d e m i fig u re  o f R o b e r t  in  s u rp lic e  (?) 

a n d  h o o d  p r a y in g  (D u r h a m  Seais, 61) :

S' ROBERTI : DECANI . EBORACEN : ECCL'lE
3 3 3 5 . Y o r k , W i l l i a m  F e l t e r 68 d e a n  o f  . 2 -3 , A rc liie p . 3 ; a .d . 1 4 4 1 .

O v a l ,  2 j "  X  11". I n  c a n o p ie d  n ic h e s  of r ic h  ta b e rn a c le  w o rk  a re

t w o  fig u re s , th e  d e x te r  S t. P e te r , th e  s in is te r S t. P a u l. B e n e a th  

is  a  to n s u re d  d e m i fig u re  o f th e  d ea n  in  s u rp lic e  a n d  a lm u c e  

p ra y in g . O n  h is  d e x te r  side  is  a  s h ie ld  o f a rm s  F ra n c e  a n d  

E n g la n d  q u a r t e r ly ,  o n  th e  s in is te r side a lik e  s h ie ld  b e a rin g  a  

k e y , a n d  a  s w o rd  p la c e d  s a lt ire w a y s  (D u rh a m  Seals, 61) :

. . . f e l t e r  b e c a n i  e e c l e s t e . c a t f j e b r a l t s  . . o r a  . . .
3 3 3 6 . E x e t e r ,  J o h n  t r e a s u r e r  o f 69 . 1 -3 , P o s t. 9 ;  a .d .  1 1 7 4 ;

2 -2  Spec. 2.
O v a l ,  1 X  1 A n t i q u e  g em  a m a le  h e a d  :

SECRETVM . MEVM TIBI,

66 This seal is very imperfect, but I think it is the same seal as the next, no. 3334.
67 Robert Pickering, archdeacon of Northumberland, elected dean a.d, 1312 ; died 

1332 (L.N. in, 122), S.B.M. 2379. See also Romeyn’s Register, S.S. 123, passim. For 
account of his election and renunciation in favour of his brother William see Hist. Ch. 
York, iii, 227.

68He was archdeacon of York a.d. 1435 ; dean a.d. 1436-1451 (L.N. in, 125). The 
sinister shield bearing the emblems of SS. Peter and Paul, saltireways, presumably for 
the church of York, is I think unique. The arms of the see, two keys saltireways with 
the tiara in chief, appear on seals nos. 3235, 3238, 3245 h* this catalogue. For account 
of his life and preferments see “  Miscellanea”  (S.S. 127, p. 294).

^Called John of Exeter; circa, a.d. 1174-1186 (L.N, 1, 414)-



3337. H o W D E N , CANONS O F 7 0 ........................... 4-1, E b o i . 3 4 ;  A .P . 1265.
(1) O val, 1Y  X I i //* A n  eagle w ith  n im bus, h o ld in g  a scro ll on 

w hich  is 1 . p e v . :

Qg ADIVVET . . . .  V : IOHES DE . . . . .  . TON.
(2) O val, f  " X i" -  A n tiq u e  gem , a m ale h ead  : '

S  SECRETVM RICARDI .
(3) O val, i F  X f " .  D em i figure o f  o u r ,L a d y  a n d  Christ, ben ea th  

is a dem i figure p r a y in g : ' ' . \

»$l S* GALFRIDI : DE : FORSET ,
(4) O val, t J" X f " .  D em i figures o f  our L a d y  a n d  C h r is t :

■ gg HVGONIS : NATI : GENETRIX *. MEMOR : ESTO : BE ATI
(5) O val, i f "  X ¥ ‘ St. Joh n  B aptist standing h o ld in g  th e  H o ly  

L am b . A  kneeling figure pray s t o  h im  :

»$( VT CAREAS . E . SIGNA IOHIS HABE
3338. H o w d e n ,71 c h a p t e r  o f  . . . . .  4 1; E b or . 50 ; a .d .  1405. 

O val, 2" X i f " .  St. P eter seated in  a ca n op ied  n iche, h is  r igh t h an d
blessing :

S’ COMMVNE CANONIC . . . V ’ ECCL’ E : d ’ h OVEDEN

3339* L a n c h e s t e r ,716 c a n o n s  o f  2-4, E b or. 28. 0
(1) O val, i F  X  f " .  A n tiqu e  gem  a m ale h ead  :

(J( SIGILL ROGERI . DE . IRE . . . .

70 No. i is the seal of Master John of Methleton, no. 2 that of Sir Richard of Middleton, 
rector of Hemingburgh (Giffard’s Reg. p. 5 7 ; S.S. 109), no. 3 that of Master Geoffrey 
of Forset (Wickwane’s Reg. p. 232 ; S.S. 114), no. 4 that of Hugh of Evesham, afterwards 
(a.d. 1281-87) cardinal of St. Lawrence in Lucina (‘ Tresor de Chronologie,’ p. 2234).
He held the living of Welton, which he resigned in 1272, and Hemingburgh, to which 
he was thereupon presented. Both livings were in the presentation of the prior and con
vent of Durham and in the spirituality of Howden (Giffard’s Reg. 57, 58 ; S.S. 109).
He was archdeacon of Worcester a.d. 1275 (L.N. 111, 74) ; canon of York a.d. 1279"(L.N. 
h i , 178) ; physician to pope Martin iv a.d. 1280. (See also Diet. Nat. Biog. x v i i i , 90).

71 In the East Riding, about 20 miles west of Kingston upon Hull. The manor belonged 
to the bishopric of Durham and the bishops had a palace there. The presentations to 
the prebends and other benefices in the spirituality belonged'to the prior and convent 
of Durham, not to the. bishop. The church was made collegiate in 1265 ; see Yorks. 
Arch. Jour, xxn, p. 168.

71a See H.D. n, 355 ; S.D. 11,- 309* ■ .



(2) O va l, 1" X f " .  A  fleur de ly s  :

%  S IG IL L ................
(3) O val, im p erfect. A  b ird  w ith  raised w ings :

L EG EN D  D EST R O Y E D .
(4) O val, im p erfect. A  fleur de lys.

(5) O val, 1 x  f 'V  A  floria ted  d ev ice  :

SI . RIC . . . . . .
(6) R ou n d , im p erfect. A  fleur de ly s  ;

. . . .  GAIRSTAG . . .
(7) O val, 1Y  X  f " .  V ery  im p erfect a n d  u ndeciph erable  :
(8) O val, 1 ¥  X ¥■ A n  in determ in ate d ev ice  :

. . . . .  LEGIO ................
(9) O val, im p erfect. A  m ale h ead  :

. . . ILLVD SECRE . . . . .
(10) O val, i f  X  f  A  fish-

*  SIGILL HENRICI . P . . SON .
( n )  R ou n d , 1". A  fleur de ly s  :

L EG EN D  D EST R O Y E D .
(12) O val, 1" X A  fleur de ly s  :

*  S I G .............................
(13) O val, im p erfect. A  fleur de lys  :

. . . CTRED D . P E ................
(14) O val, 1" X ¥ '  A n .ea g le  f ly in g :

1 S I G I L L  ROBERTI CLICI DE . LAR . . . .
3340. L in c o ln ,  c h a p t e r  o f .............................. 2-5, E b or. 14 ; a .d . 1388.

O val, 3" X  2". O ur L a d y  ro b e d  a n d  crow n ed , seated on  a th ron e  
h old in g  th e  ch ild  Christ on  her le ft knee a n d  a lily  in  her righ t 
h an d  :

SIGILLVM CAPITVLI SANCTE MARIE LINCOLNIENSIS 
ECCLESIE

S ecre tum , ova l, 1¥  X  i i " T h e  A n nu ncia tion , a d ov e  a b o v e  :

^  AVE : MARIA : GRACIE : PLENA : DOMINVS : TECVM



3341. L in c o ln ,  c a n o n  o f  . M isc., 5 0 1 7 ; a .d . 1373.
see no. 585 R ich ard  of C hesterfield.nb

3341a. L o n d o n , c h a p t e r  o f  St . P a u l ' s  72 ............................................................[g]
R ou n d , 2| ". A  n im b ed  a n d  ro b e d  figure o f  St. P au l stan din g on  

a ch u rch  h o ld in g  an  op en  b o o k  in  h is le ft  h an d  ; h is r igh t h an d  
blessing. O n each  side are three ton su red  figures app ea ling  t o  
h im  w ith  ou tstretch ed  hands :

SIGILLVM CAPITVLI SANCTI [PAVLI LVNDONIE]

3342. R ip o n , c h a p t e r  o f .............................................................. 3-1, Sacr. 3, 5.*
O val, 2¥  X 2". T he H o ly  L am b, w ith  banner, stan d in g  on  an  a ltar :

*  SI GILL VM S'ANTI WILFRIDI RIPENSIS ECLESIE

3343. S t o d l e v , 73 t h e  p r e c e n t o r  o f  . . 2-4, E b or . 13 ; a .d .  1274.
O val, f " X ? (im p erfect). A  ch u rch  :

IESVS . EST- . . . .  OR : MEVS.

3344. S u r r e y ,  o f f i c i a l i t y  o f  .     3-2, E lem os. 5.
O val, 1 X  A  figure in  a sh ort h a b it and  close  fitt in g  cap ,

standing, h o ld in g  a scroll in  his le ft h an d  t o  w h ich  he p o in ts
w ith  his righ t (D urham  Seals, 62) :

; *  S’ OFFICIALITATIS SVRREYEE

3345. S o u t h w e l l ,  E l i a s  o f  C o u t o n ,74 c a n o n  o f  . M isc. 4922 ; a .d .
1302. . - ' ■

71b He was a king's clerk and in 1366 under treasurer of the exchequer. • He was rector 
of Brancepeth 1362-63 (Cal. Pat. 1361-64, p. 280), prebendary of Bishop’s Norton in 
Lincoln, 1363 (ibid, p. 351).' In 1360-1 he was rector of Flintham, Notts (which he 
probably resigned on obtaining Brancepeth) and in the same year he had provision of 
a canonry in St. Paul’s (Cal. Pap. Pet. 1, 363). In 1365 he exchanged this prebend for 
Oxton and Cropwell in Southwell (Reg. Thoresby f. 5gd), which he again exchanged in 
1368 for the prebend of St. Peter’s altar in Beverley (Reg. Thoresby, f. 66d) and probably 
for a prebend in St. Stephen’s, Westminster. At his death in 1404 he held his Lincoln 
and Southwell prebends and probably that in Beverley (L.N. 11, 194 ; 111, 438). For 
the custom of rewarding clerical officials by grants of church dignities see * The English 
Civil Service in the 14th Century,’ by Professor Tout (Manchester University Press). 

^Temp. Hugo de Marinis, dean A . n .  1160-1181 ; S.B.M. 1963.
73 He is styled precentor of ‘ Stodleye.’ Probably he filled this monastic office in the 

house of Austin Canons at Studley, Warwick.
74 He had collation of the prebend of Norwell Overhall in the collegiate church of 

■St. Mary, Southwell, a.d. 1293 ; died a,d. 1329 (L.N. m, 437),



O val, 1 X  f " .  A n tiq u e  gem , a .n a k ed  figure seated  :
VERITAS . IN . ME . EST

3346. W e l l s ,  R a lp h  B e r n e r s  c a n o n  o f  . 2-5, E b or . 3 : 4 5 ,  E b o r .
4> 5-

O val, X i i " .  O ur L a d y  a n d  Christ seated in  a  ca n op ied  n iche. 
O n th e  dex ter  side is a  star, on  th e  sinister a c r e s c e n t :

S : RADVLPHI . BERNERS LEGVM ! DOCTORIS

3347. Y o r k s ,  c a n o n s  o f .................................................................... 1-1, E bor. 7.
(1) O val, im perfect-. A n  eagle w ith  raised w ings :

SIGILL’ WILL’ . . . . .  ‘ ‘
(2) O val, 1 "  X J ". A n tiq u e  gem , a seated  figure :

*  SI GILL VM . . . CRETI
(3) O va l, i £ "  X  I " .  A  con v en tion a l b ran ch  :

^  CINIS SV . . . . INEM . REVTE.
(4) O val. A  fragm ent* on ly  le ft :

. . . .  DVCE PETROQ . . . .
(5) A  fra gm en t

3348. Y o r k , c a n o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  St . P e t e r  . 3-6, P on t. 9 ;
A .r 1325. .

See nos. 1-904 ; R ich a rd  o f  E ryu m .
3349* Y o r k , F  c n a ld  A r u n d e l  75 p r e c e n t o r  o f  . 2-1, E b or. 8 ;

a . l  . 1199.
O val, 1". A n  eagle w ith  raised w ings :

REINALDI ARVNDEL

3350. Y o r k , H u g h  o f  C a n t i lu p e  76 p r e c e n t o r  o f  . 2 2 ,  A rch iep , 2.
O val, i f "  X  1i " .  O ur L o r d  seated in  g lory , b etw een  the p innacles

73 He resigned the office a.d. 1213 (L.N. 111, 154). In the deed his name is Latinized 
“ Reginaldus.”

l̂ CArca a.d. 1264. He was archdeacon of Gloucester a.d. 1256-84 (L.N. 111, 77) ; 
precentor of York (Reg. Giffard, S.S. 109, p. 134) ; canon of York of the prebend of 
Ulskelf (ibid, 134)*. He was probably the brother of Thomas of Cantilupe, bishop of 
Hereford and’lord chancellor (Gray’s Register, S.S. 56, 9gn.). He died a.d. 1284-5. 
See also L.N. ni, 154. There is a pedigree of the family in Lipscombe’s ‘ History of 
Buckinghamshire,’ 1, 176 ; and in Dugdale’s ' Antiquities of Warwickshire,’ 661, 833 ;



o f a ch urch  and  beneath  a  crock e ted  ca n op y . ; T o  h im  our L a d y  
ro b e d  and  crow n ed  kneels (? T h e  C oron a tion  o f  th e  V irg in ). 
Beneath, under a tre fo iled  arch  on  th e  dex ter  is a dem i figure 
o f St. Paul w ith  sw ord, on  the sinister a dem i figure o f  St. P eter 
w ith  keys. B elow  is a ton su red  dem i figure o f H u g h  p ray in g  t o  
the dexter. In  fron t o f  h im  is a  shield o f  arm s, th ree fleurs de 
ly s  (D urham  Seals, 61) :

SIGILL* MAG'RI . HVGONIS . DE . CANTILVPO
3351. Y o r k ,  p r e c e n t o r  o f  77 . . . . . . . .  . 3-1, Spec. 64.

O val, i \ "  X %"• A n tiqu e  gem , a stan din g figure :

FRANGE . . . . TEGE*

3351&, Y o r k ,  p r e c e n t o r  o f  . . see no. 6 9 6 ; W m . d e  e a  C o r n e r e 77* :

3352. Y o r k ,  S im o n ,78 c h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  . 4-16, Spec. 25 ;
a .d .  1365.

also in vol. 111 of ‘ The Complete Peerage,' by G.E.C. p. m ,  edited by Vicary Gibbs. 
In none of these is Hugh named. The shield in base shows the early form of the charges 
as they are blasoned for William de Cantelowe in Glover’s roll of Henry 111, ‘ de goules 
a trois fleurs delices d’ or.* This early simplicity was soon changed into the flowers issuing 
out of leopards’ heads as blasoned for ‘ Sr John Cantelu ’ at the battle of Falkirk,
‘ d’azure iii  flours de lyz d’ or cressaunz hors de la teste du lepard d’or.’ Sir William of 
Ravensthorpe differenced this shield by a fess vair and at Caerlaverock he bore 

‘ Fesse vaire ot el rouge escu *
De trois flours de lis de or espars 
Naissans de testes de°lupars.'

How this curious alteration arose is not known. It may have come about accidentally 
through some misdrawing of the centre part of the flower, or it may be a canting charge 
(“ testes de lupars ” ), or it may have been assumed as a difference or to note some feudal 
alliance. The arms of the see of Hereford gules three fleurs de lis issuing out of leopard’s 
heads reversed gold were adopted from the shield of Thomas Cantilupe, bishop 1275-1282.

77 Used by Master G, styled precentor of the church of York. Probably Geoffrey of 
Norwich, who held the office a.d. 1220-28, and who was dean from circa 1235-40. See 
L.N. in, 154 ; and Gray’s Register, S.S. 56, 41 n.

77a He was a canon of York, prebend of Bamby ; in 1264 he had provision of a canonry 
and prebend (Highworth) of Salisbury (Giffard’s Register, S.S. 109, 94n.; Jones, Fasti. 
Ecc. Sar. p. 391). In 1283 he had collation of the precentorship of York (Wickwane’s 
Register, S.S. 114, p. 332). He was bishop of Salisbury 1289 (L.N. 11, 598), and died 
14th August, 1291 (Reg. Sacr. Angl. p. 67).

78 Simon of Beckingham had .collation of the precentorship 26th August, 1349 (Reg. 
Zouche, f. 23od) of the chancellorship, 17th November, following {ibid. f. 232). He died 
before 20th September, 1369 (L.N. 111, 154, 164 ; Reg. Thoresby, f. 67d). The blason of 
the shield is unknown,



O val, i f "  X  i f " .  St. P eter as P o p e  in  fu ll p on tifica ls  en th ron ed  
a n d  b lessing. A  k ey  in  his le ft  hand. B en eath  is a shield o f 
arm s th ree  en gra iled  saltires. On the dexter side o f  shield is S . ; 
on  sinister B  (D urham  Seals, 61) :

SIGILLVM CANCELLARII ECCLESIE : EBORACENS.'

3353. Y o r k ,  c h a n c e r y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  . 2-2, E bor. 11 ; a .d . 1415.
O val, 2" X i f " .  St. P eter seated, b lessing. B en eath  is a figure

p ray in g  :

(Jl SIGILLVM CANCELLARIE ECCLESIE : EBORACENSIS.

3354. Y o r k ,  t r e a s u r e r 79 o f  . . . . . . . . .  3~2, Spec. 16.
O val, v e ry  im p erfect. A n tiqu e gem , tw o  figures, one w ith  a sw ord ,

a tta ck in g  th e  oth er w h o  h old s  a  shield :

D I S C  CE . . . .

3355. Y o r k ,  —  ----------- ( ? ) 80 o f .................................................................3-1. Spec. 64.
O val, i f "  X f " .  A n tiq u e  gem , a vase :

. . . E D E  ............................
3356. Y o r k , c h a p t e r  o f 81 . 4-1, A rch iep . 4 ; a .d . 1279 ; 2-2, A rch iep .

2, 3, 3 -5 '; E b or . 9 ;  a .d . 1 3 8 8 ; 3-1, E b or. 1 ;  a .d . 1 2 6 7 ;
3-1, A rch iep . 1 ; 1-3, A rch iep . 5.

^  O val, 3 f "  X  2". St. P eter ves ted  in  alb, chasuble, m aniple, a n d  
rou n d  to p p e d  m itre, standing adverse  h o ld in g  k ey  (?) in  h is righ t 
h an d  a n d  a ch u rch  in  his le ft :

S  SIGILLVM CAPITVLI SANCTI PETRI EBORACENSIS

3357. Y o r k ,  c h a p t e r  o f  . . .   I - I > A rch iep . 10.
O val, 2 f "  X ", im p erfect. A  n im bed  figure seated h old in g  a b o o k .

L EG EN D  D EST R O Y E D .

79 Styled ‘ H / treasurer of York. Probably Hamo, who held this office circa a.d. 
1 2 0 4 - 1 2 1 6  (L.N. h i , 1 5 8 ) .  Hamo the chanter, i.e. precentor, witnesses a twelfth century 
deed printed in Gray’s Register ( 5 6 ,  S.S. 7o».). See L N * in» *53, where it appears 
that 'he was precentor c. 1155-95. If he is the same man as Hamo the treasurer he must 
have become precentor when quite young. The question arises whether Hamo the 
treasurer was not the son of Hamo the precentor, or whether before becoming treasurer 
he may not have succeeded his father as precentor. *

so One of the officers of the church, but the word is very indistinct and I cannot read it.
w S.B.M. 2370,



3 3 5 8 . Y o r k ,  c h a p t e r  o f  ( s e a l  ad. c ita c ion e s ) . 1 -1 , A rch iep . 11 , 2 0 ;

4-1, A rch iep . 4b  ; a .d . 1279 ; 2-2, A rch iep . 4, 5 ; a .d . 1299 ;
1-3, A rch iep . 2, 3.

O val, 3* x  1 J". St. P eter standing h o ld in g  k eys  in  r igh t h an d  an d  
b o o k  in  l e f t :

SIGIIX' CAPITVLI : SCI PETRI : EBORACENSIS AD
CITACIONES : TANTVM

3359- - Y o r k ,  c o u r t  o f  (sede vacan te ) . . 1-1, E b or . 1 1 ; a .d .  1342.
O val, 2 " x  i f " .  St. Peter, n im bed  a n d  h o ld in g  k eys in  his righ t 

h an d and  a  b o o k  in  his le ft, standing in  w aves o f  th e  sea in  w h ich  
a fish swim s. In  th e  field, on  th e  dexter, is a  crescent, on  th e  
sinister a b o v e  St. P eter 's  shou lder is a star 82:

&  s ' CVRIE : EBORACENSIS : VACANTE : SEDE

3360. Y o r k ,  c h a p t e r  o f  (’ sede vacante) . . 4-1, E b or. 42 ; a .d . 1423.
O val, 2 §" X i i " .  St. P eter standing h old in g  k eys  in  h is rig h t h and. 

T h e field o f  th e  seal is p ow d ered  w ith  roses :

SIGI . . . .  CCLIE . E  SEDE . VACANTE

3361. A l v e r t o n  R o b e r t  82a v i c a r  o f ......................... 1-1," E b or . 6, 14.
O val, Y  X f " .  A n tiq u e  gem , a m ale head  :

OPORTET FIERI

3362. B e a u r e p a i r e ,83 R o b e r t ,  c h a p l a i n  o f  . M isc. 4051b, 4 0 8 8 a ;
a .d . 1312-14. 

O val, 1 " X  f " . ; A n tiqu e  gem , tw o  figures, a p illar b etw een  th em  :

I% DEV . TIME I E . . I A NATA . El : SVA . . .

3363. D a l t o n ,  W i l l i a m ,64 p e r p e t u a l  v i c a r  o f  . M isc. 3 8 8 4 ; a .d .

1318.

82 St. Peter walking in the sea. S.B.M. 2353.
82a Now Northallerton. Robert was vicar in 12 31. This charter is printed in Gray’s 

Register, p. 177 (S.S. no. 56),
83 Now Bearpark near Durham. For a delightful account of ‘this manor of the prior 

of Durham (his “  summer residence **) see Arch. Ael. 3rd ser. xin, p. 109 ; S.D. 11, 372.
^Styled one of the executors of Sir John, vicar of Pittington. For Dalton, see S.D. 

1, 3, and H.D. 11, 574 ; for Pittington, S.D. 1, 117 ; and H.D. n, 583.



O val, F  X  F* O ur L a d y  w ith  Christ, beneath  is a  p ray in g  figure, 
on  dexter side is a star, on  th e  sinister on  a s c r o l l : m a r ia  :

*  MATER : DIE : MEMENTO : MEI

3 3 6 4 . D u r h a m , r e c t o r 85 o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  in  t h e  N o r t h  B a i l e y  . M isc.
4 1 9 8 ;  a .d . 1 3 2 5 .

O val, 1" X F* A n tiqu e gem , a figure rid ing  on  a  co ck , h o ld in g  a 
fem ale  figure, beh in d  is a m an  w ith  a d o g ’s h ead  a n d  ta il. A b o v e  
the c o c k  is a star in  a crescen t (D urham  Seals, 62) :

* C .....................E . . . . IPA . . . .  SVYCI . . .

3 3 6 5 . D u r h a m , g u a r d i a n s  {custodes) o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r y  in

t h e  S o u t h  B a i l e y  . 2 -1 8 , Spec. 2 1 , 2 2  ; a .d .  1452.
R ou n d , F* A rm oria l, a  ch ev ron  b etw een  three birds, five roundels 

on  th e  ch evron .

3366. L o w ic k , c h a p e l  o f 86 , . . . . . . . , . 3-1, Spec. 72,
A  knife w ith  b rok en  b lade, th e  handle is in scribed  on  one side : 

attjtta  tie c a p e l l a  lie I a to te , and  on  the oth er side ; he c a p e l l a  
he l o f o t c  et he h e c tm ts  he la fcn e  t o t t u a  c u t t e  e t  t o t i u s  
f o i l t e .

86 Styled William, rector of the church of St. Mary in  the North Bailey, Durham (St. 
Mary-le-Bow or the great), collector of 6d. in  the pound for the Scots wars. See no. 1121 
in this catalogue, who was probably the same man. (H.D. 11, 288 ; and S.D. iv, ii, 4 )̂.

86 Printed R.N.D. App. 135. See no. 2151 in this catalogue, where Robert of St. 
Martin uses a like sign in place of a seal. See also letter from the Rev. Dr. Greenwell 
printed in Proc. Soc. Ant. of Newcastle, 2d s. vol. 11, p. 95.



3367- N o r m a n t o n , r e c t o r  87 o f  . . . 2-1, A rch iep . 2 2 ;  a .d . 1278;
O val, (?) x  f " ,  im perfect. D em i figure o f  our L a d y  w ith  Christ. 

S’ A D E ....................................NE CL’ lCI
3368. O x fo r d , parish o f  St. M a ry  M a g d a le n 88 . 1-5, E b or . 1, 2,

3, 4, 6, 14 ,.48  ; a .d . 1325.
R ou n d , i f " .  A  crescen t enclosing  a star :

S’ c o m m v n ’ p ’ o c h ia n o ’ m a g ’
3369. P ittin g to n ,89 v ica r  o f .......................................M isc. 3 5 9 4 ; a.d . 1315.

R ou n d , J". A n tiqu e  gem , an  eagle. *
LEGEND ILLEGIBLE.

3370; P ittington ,-90 v ic a r  o f . ..............................., M isc. 2 3 2 2 ; a .d . 1376.
O val, J" x  f  St. L aw ren ce standing, h o ld in g  his grid iron , a b o v e  

it  is a  star w ith in  a crescen t, b eh in d  h im  are tw o  leaves  :
®  S’ R . . ■...................

3371. T a te s h a ll ,91 ch ap lain  o f ................................ 3-3, E b o r . 3 7 ;  a.d*
1179.

O val, i f "  x  i£ " .  A  seated  figure ves ted  in  surp lice  (?) h is hands 
ou tstretch ed . A b o v e  his h ead  :

. . . .  APELLANI ................
3372. Y o rk , G ilb e r t , r e c to r  o f  th e  ch u rch  o f  A l l  Sain ts 91a . .

2-1, Sacr. 2b  ; a .d . 1239. 
O val, 1" x  4". A n tiqu e  gem , th e  h ead  o f an  em p eror.

LEGEND ILLEGIBLE.

3373* Y o rk , p a rso n 9? o f .S t .  P e te r  th e  L ess . 3-2, Fine. 3od ; a .d .
1285.

87Styled sir Adam of Hertford (?), rector of the church of Normanton. See Wickwane’s 
Register, p. 36 (S.S. no. 114).

88 Grant of land near Oxford to the convent of Durham by the vicar and. others of the 
church of St. Mary Magdalen beyond the north gate. It appears to refer to the site of 
Durham college, now occupied by Trinity college, to the east of St. Mary Magdalen's 
church and Balliol college. The seal is engraved plate 1 “ .Some Durham College Rolls,”  
by Rev. H. E. D. Blakiston.

89 Called John ; see nos. 762 and 3363 note 84 in this catalogue. See also S.D. 1, 117. 
"Called William Batey. S.D. 1, 117; H.D. 11, 583.
91 Styled Geoffrey, chaplain of Tateshale.
91aIn North, Street; Ralph Paganel gave this church in 1089 to Holy Trinity priory, 

a Benedictine priory belonging to the abbey of Marinoutier near Tours.
"Styled Hugh, parson of St. Peter the Little (parvus) in * Brettegate/ York. Hugh 

of Retford (Giffard;s Register, p. 284 ; S.S. no, 109).



R ou n d , f ' .  I .H .C . w ith in  a floria ted  d ev ice  surm oun ted  b y  a 
cross p a ty  :

^  EST AMOR : MEVS.

I l l , — H O S P I T A L S 92a A N D  U N IV E R S IT IE S .

3374. B o l t o n , 93 h o s p i t a l  o f  . . 3-2, Spec. *13 circa ; a .d . 1250.
O val, i f '  x  i f " .  T h e  m a rty rd om  o f St. T h om a s o f  C anterbury  :

>$l SIGILL : FRV . \ O SPI.............................. THOME MR* DE
BOLT*

3375. B o l t o n , 94 h o s p i t a l  o f  3-2, Spec. 11 ; a .d . 1276.
R ou n d , 2 f" .  St. T h om a s  o f C an terbu ry ,94a v ested  as an  arch b ish op  

a n d  h o ld in g  h is cross  in  h is le ft  hand, b lessing a kneeling figure 
' w h o  h o ld s  a fleur de  ly s  in  b o th  hands. B eh in d  the kneeling 

figure is an  a lta r  u p on  w h ich  is a  ch a lice  :

SIGILL . C O N ............................... PITAL DE BOVELT*

3376. B o l t o n , 95 r e c t o r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  o f  . . 4-2, Spec. 14 ; A.D.1239
O val, i f "  X  f " .  St. T h om a s o f C anterbury  seated b e lo w  a tre fo iled  

ca n op y . B en eath  is a kneeling figure p ray in g  :

....................... TI RECTORIS . DOMV D’ BOL .

3377- Chibburn,96 m aster  o f ................................................•. 2-1, Spec. 29. -
O val, i f "  X f " .  A  h ea d  :

. . . .  ATRIS : ROBERTI : G R ..................*

92a For general account see “ The Mediaeval Hospitals of England,”  by Roth a Mary 
Clay.

93 N.C.H. vii, 216 ; S.B.M. 2679 ; Mon. Ang. vi, 693. The altar of our Lady of Bolton 
was in the aisle of the south transept of Durham. Rites, p. 113 ; Greenwell's Durham 
Cathedral, p.*55*

9̂  N.C.H. VII, 215 ; S.B.M. 2678.
94a Bolton was one of the numerous hospitals dedicated to St. Thomas of Canterbury 

(£ Mediaeval Hospitals/ p. 267).
95 N.C.H. vii, 215*
96 A preceptory of the knights of the order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, 

commonly called Knight's Hospitallers, known later as the Knights of Rhodes. It was 
near Widdrington, Northumberland, for an account of the place see Arch. A el. 2nd 
ser. v, p. 113. The deed names brother Robert Grosthette, late master and guardian 
and brother John Craucum (?) preceptor of the same.



3378. Jerusalem : at  Cl e r k e n w e ll , ho spital  of St . John  97 of . [g]
C 29; A.D. 1343. 

V ery  im perfect. A rm oria l tw o  bend s, on  a ch ie f th ree p ierced  
m olets (D urham  Seals, 62) :

LEGEND DESTROYED.

S e c re tu m , i " X f " ,  im perfect. A n tiqu e  gem  (?) th e  b u st o f  a b ea rd ed  
m an  w earing a flat ca p  a n d  c lo a k  (D urham  Seals, 62) :

................................THAME.
3379. K ep y e r, h o sp ita l o f  St. G i l e s 98 o f  . 4 1 6 ,  Spec. 4 5 ;  a .d .

1189.
O val, i f "  X 1". A  cross patriarch al :

*  SIGILLVM : SANCTI : EGIDII
3380. K ep y e r, h o sp ita l o f  St. G ile s  o f  . 4-16, Spec. 45 ; a .d . 1199 ;

6-4, E lem os. 12. 
O val, i f "  X i f " .  A  cross p a ty ,99 a saltire a t the in tersection  

(D urham  Seals, 62) :

SIGILLV SANCTI EGIDII DUNELMIE
3381. K ep y e r, h o sp ita l o f  St, G ile s  100 o f  . , 4 14, Spec. 10 ; a.d . 1291

s? The grand priory of the knights of this order in England was at Clerkenwell. It 
was destroyed by the protector Somerset, and only the gatehouse now stands. By this 
charter, William, clerk of Foxden in the diocese of Durham, grants land there to the 
prior and brethren of the order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem in England. 
It is dated at Eontem Clericorum juxta London, 20th June, 1343- The remnant of 
the legend on the reverse of the seal bears the name ‘ Thame,’ and is that used by Philip 
of Thame, grand prior in England (a.d. .1335-1353). I Lave not been able to identify 
the shield bn the obverse, but it is probably his. The report of Philip of Thame to the 
grand master for a.d. 1338 has been printed by the Camden Society a.d. 1857, and the 
introduction gives an interesting account of the knights in England. S.B.M. 4539.

98 About a mile north-east of the city of Durham. For its history see S.D. iv, pt. n, 
61 ; H.D. 11, 382 ; and ‘ Memorials of St. Giles’s, Durham,’ S.S. 95. This seal is en
graved no. 1 frontispiece of the latter volume, and cha'rter is printed ibid. p. 212 (Not. 
Mon. 114 ; Mon. Ang. vi, 731). The altar of St. Giles at Durham was in the aisle of the 
north transept; Rites, 112.

"This cross is very similar to that used on the seal of Durham monastery, only it has 
a longer lower limb. It is engraved no. 2 frontispiece, S.S. 95 and charter is printed 
ibid. p. 213.

100This seal is no. 3 frontispiece, S.S. 95, see ibid. 269 for charter. In the third light, 
the window above the altar of St. Giles at Durham was “  pictured saint Gyles in a blew 
habitt, with ye hind at his feete shott wfch a shaft ”  (Rites, 112) ; referring to the legend 
of the hind protected from the hunters by the saint.



. I . O va l, 2 .Y  X  i f " .  St. Giles, w ith  h ind , standing on  a  b racket. 
H e  is ton su red  a n d  in  m on astic  h ab it, h is tigh t h an d  h olds his 
crosier, h is le ft  a b o o k  t o  his b r e a s t :

. . I GIL . . . : . IDI . . . . . .  YPPIE.

S e c re tu m , ov a l, f "  X f " .  A n tiq u e  gem , a  lion  (?)

*  FRANGE LEGE TEGE

3382. K e p y e r ,  h o s p i t a l  o f  St . G i l e s  101 o f  . 2-2, P on t. 15 ; a .d . 1335 ;
2 -7 , Spec. 3 ; a .d .  1352 ; 2-7 , Spec. 4, 1 2 ;  a .d . 1335 ; 1-15,
Spec. 13, 14.; 1-15, Spec. 2 4 ;  a .p . 1351- 

O va l, 2 f "  X i f " .  St. G iles stan din g on  a b ra ck et w ith  his h ind  on  
h is r ig h t side. H e  is ton su red  a n d  vested  in  m ass vestm ents. 
In  h is rig h t h an d  he h o ld s  a b o o k , in  his le ft a crosier. F ield  o f 
seal is d ia p ered  (D urham  Seal, 62) :

*  SIGILLVM . SANCTI . EGIDII . DE . KYPPIER

3383. K e p y e r ,  h o s p i t a l  o f  S t .  G i l e s  103 o f  . . 2-7, Spec. 1 ;  2-3,
Sacr. 1. 

O va l, 2 f "  i f "  St. G iles standing, on  his r igh t h an d  a h in d  ly in g  
dow n . H e is ton su red  a n d  in  m on astic  habit, h is righ t hand 
h o ld s  a  b o o k , his le ft  his crosier :

*  S I G I L L ....................... CTI : EGIDII : DE KIPPEYERE

3384. N e w c a s t l e  u p o n  T y n e ,103 w e s t  h o s p i t a l  o f  . M isc. 6 9 6 6 ;
a .d . 1368. 

O val, 2" +  i f " .  O ur L a d y  w ith  Christ seated. V ery  im perfect 
a n d  p o o r  im pression .

LEGEND DESTROYED.

101 This seal is no. 5 frontispiece, S.S. 95. St. Giles is here vested as an abbot; he 
has always been traditionally so ranked (S.C.D. i i , 4 6 ) .  According to the legend St. 
Giles lived as a hermit in a cave near the mouth of the Rhone ; here arose the great 
Benedictine abbey of Saint Gilles with .the town of the same name.

102This seal is no. 4  frontispiece, S.S. 95. Charter no. 1 is printed ibid. p. 269,
103 Used by William of Norton, styled Magister hospitalis occidentalis de Novo Castro 

super Tynam . It was founded by the townsmen for a master and six brethren, was 
situated near the west gate, dedicated to St. Mary the Virgin and called Westgate SpittaL 
Bourne's ‘ History of Newcastle-upon-Tyne,’ p. 3 1  ; Not. Mon. 395 ; Mon. Ang. vi, 7 7 1 .



3385. O x f o r d ;  h o s p i t a l  o f  St.' J o h n  B a p t i s t  104 a t  . . 1-5, E b or; 18.
O v a l/rz "  X i f ' ' .  A  cross p a ty  w ith  d ov e  a b o v e  i t :

FRATRV . . OSPITALIS ; S . IOHANN . . . .  OXE . . .
3386. S h e r b u r n ,105 h o s p i t a l  o f  . .. . . ■ . . . . ' . M isc. 5775.

V e ry  im perfect, ap p a ren tly  a stan din g figure, h o ld in g  ou t his righ t

h an d* . LEGEND DESTROYED.

3387. S h e r b u r n ,  h o s p i t a l  o f  . M isc. 6 3 7 6 X ; a .d . 1296 ; L oc . x x i ,
. . i x  ; a .d . 1324. 

O val, o .\"  X i f " .  A  stan din g figure w ith  a  sm aller figure standing 
in  fron t o f  him .

l e g e n d  d e s t r o y e d .
3388. T e m p le ,106 k n ig h t s  o f  t h e  . . . . . . .  [g] S22 ; a .d . 1304.

R ou n d , i j " .  T h e  H o ly  L a m b  w ith  banner (D urham  Seals, 62) : .

SIGILLVM TEMPLI 

S ecre tum , rou nd , f " .  A  b eard ed  h ead  w earing a flat ca p  :
TESTIS SVM AGNI

3389. Y o r k , m a s t e r  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o f  St .- P e t e r  107 a t  . M isc. 4261,
4262 ; a .d . 1279-80. 

O val, £" X i " .  A n tiqu e  gem , a  figure d r iv in g  tw o  goats.

m Used by Nicholas, styled magister hospitalis $. Johis Bapt. extra portam orlen- 
talem Oxonie. The buildings of St. John’s Hospital, which William of Waynflete 
acquired in 1457, formed the nucleus of Magdalene college and still partially exist in 
the chaplain’s quad; see ‘ The Mediaeval Hospitals of England,’ by Miss Clay, for 
numerous references to this hospital and a mediaeval picture of it on page 1. See also 
Not. Mon. 429 ; Mon. Ang. vi, 678 ; V.C.H. Oxford, 11, p. 158.

105 About three miles from the city of Durham. A hospital founded for lepers by 
bishop Hugh Puiset. H.D. n, 752 ; S.D. 1, 127 ; Not. Mon. 114 ; J. R. Boyle’s “ Guide 
to Durham,” 469; Mon. Ang. vi, 668. _ '

106 Called also Knights Templars or Poor Knights of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon 
{Pauperes commilitones Christi templique Salcmonici), because Baldwin 1, king of 
Jerusalem, gave to them, for their home, a part of his palace next to the so called temple 
of Solomon, This seal is here used by William de la More, styled frater Willelmus de 
la More miliclae Templi in Anglia magister humilis. The seal is called commune 
sigillum capituli. The seal symbolic of their vow of poverty, showing two knights 
riding on one horse appears only to have been used by the order in France ; there is no 
example of its use in England. S.B.M. 4488 ; Mon. Ang. vi, ii, 814; Not. Mon. xxiv..

107 This seal is used as Secretum to the seal of Rufinus, archdeacon of Cleveland (no. 
3290), by R., styled master of the hospital of St. Peter, York. This was called later 
St. Leonard’s Hospital (see next note). Not. Mon. 642 ; Mon. Ang. vi, 607 ; V.C.H. 
Yorks, ni, 336.



3390. Y o r k ;  h o s p i t a l  o f  St . L e o n a r d  108 a t  . 4-1, Sacr. 11 ; a .d . 1385. 
O val, im p erfect. A  figure standing under a  ca n o p y  h o ld in g  a b o o k  

- in  his le ft  h an d  a n d  a crosier in  his righ t. . B eneath  is a  figure
p la y in g .:

S’ OFFICII SC L E O ........................

3 391 .' C a m b r id g e ,109 c h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  . M isc. 4240 ;
a .d . 1344. 

O val, i.| " X 1 ¥ '  A  m a n 's  h ead  cu t o ff a t th e  neck , and  w earing 
a  flat cap , p la ced  u p on  a b rid g e  o f  fou r arches spanning a river 
(cam ), w ith  fish  in  i t  (D urham  Seals, 62) :

S’ CAN CELL ARII VNIVERSITATIS CANTEBRIGI.
3392. O x f o r d ,110 c h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  . 3-4, E bor. 16,

25 ; a .d . 1 3 6 6 ; 2-2 , P on t. 13 ; a .d . 1340. 
O val, 2 " x  i j " .  T h e  ch a n cellor in  a ca d em ic gow n  and  rou n d  cap , 

seated, h o ld in g  a  pen  (?) in  his righ t h an d  and  in  his le ft a b ook . 
O n  each  side o f  h im  is seated a  scholar in  gow n  and  h o o d  each  
h old in g  a b o o k , a n d  app arently , d isputing. B eneath  is an o x  
stan d in g  (D urham  Seals, 62) :

SIGILLVM OFFICII CANCELLARII : VNIVERSITATIS OXONIE

108 This was the same foundation as that of the previous seal." It was originally founded 
by the canons of the cathedral church of St. Peter near the west'end of the church, and 
known by that saint’s name. Later it was removed to the site of the present ruins 
which occupy only the north part- of the site, the buildings originally extended for some 
distance across the present street, where king Stephen built a large church within its 
precincts, dedicated to St. Leonard after which the hospital usually went by his name. 
Not. Mon. 642 ; Mon.-Ang. vi, 607 ; V.C.H. Yorks, in, 336.

109 A canting device representing the chancellor as head of the university of Cam-bridge. 
There is a'detailed account of the seals of the university and colleges of Cambridge by 
Sir W. H. St. John Hope in P.L.A.X., 225 et seq. The seal is here used by Thomas of North' 
wode, styled chancellor of the university of Cambridge, archdeacon of Lincoln and canon 
of the same church. This was Master Thomas of Northwode, S.T.P. archdeacon 
of Lincoln, 26th May, 1331 (L.N. 11, 44). He was prebendary of Welton Paynshall, 
8th September, 1327 (Lincoln Reg. iv, f. 40od) ; archdeacon of Stow, 14th April, 
1328 (L.N. 11, 77), sub-dean of Lincoln, 14th June, 1328 (L.N. i t ,  38). He exchanged 
the prebend of Welton Paynshall for that of Bishop’s Norton, 18th May, 1329 (Lincoln 
Reg. iv, f. 40id) and the subdeanery for the treasureship on the same day (L.N. 11, 88). 
He died in 1349.

110S.B.M. 5254-



3393. O x f o r d ,111 c h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  . 1-5, E b or. 51. 
O val, X 2". T he ch an cellor seated, b en eath  a ch u rch  like

ca n op y , w earing an  acad em ic gow n  and  rou n d  cap . H e h olds  a 
b o o k  t o  his b reast w ith  b o th  hands. On each  side a n d  beneath  
h im , seated on  benches, ar£ tw e lv e  y ou th fu l figures, ton su red  
and  in  m on astic  habits, engaged  in  d isp uting  : ' .

SIGILL CANCELLARII [ET UN] IVERSITA [LIS OXONIEn ] s

3394. O x f o r d ,112 c h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  . 2 -6 , E b or. 6 ;
' a .d . 1521.

O val, 3" (?) X 2*, im perfect. T he ch ancellor, in rou n d  cap , t ip p e t  
and  gow n , seated in  a cen tra l ca n op ied  n iche, h o ld in g  a b o o k  
w ith  b o th  hands. O n each  side o f  h im  in  a sim ilar n iche is th e 
figure o f  a d o c to r  (?) w earing a flat cap , t ip p e t  a n d  gow n . A b o v e  
in  the cen tre, in  a sm aller n iche, is a shield o f  arm s, an  op en  b o o k , 
w ith  seven  seals a tta ch ed  t o  its dex ter  side, b etw een  th ree  crow n s; 
on  each  side in  a* n iche is a dem i figure in  t ip p e t  a iid  gow n  h old in g  
a staff. T he low er pa rt o f  seal is d estroy ed  b u t in  it  w ou ld  be 
a shield o f  arm s, an o x  w a lk ing  th rou gh  a  fo rd  :

x 8 t g i l l f c n t .................. u t t t f r 01 t a t t 0  £ c x o n u  x

3 3 9 5 . O x f o r d ,118 c o l l e g e  o f  t h e  m o n k s  o f  D u r h a m  a t  . 4 -6 , E b o r .
1 ; a .d . 1437 ; L oc . x v i  ; a .d . 1483.

111 S.B.M. 5253.
112 The figures represent’ the chancellor between two doctors or masters of arts, the 

demi-figures above probably representing the two proctors. The shield in chief bears 
the arms of the university blasoned azure between three crowns of gold an open book with 
seven golden seals attached to the dexter side and inscribed with the words 1 Dominus illumi- 
natio mead These words are not visible on this seal. The three golden crowns derive 
from the shield attributed to St. Edmund the king. The shield in base bears the canting 
arms of the city of Oxford ; S.B.M. 5255.

113 Said to have been first founded circa a.d. 1249 by William, archdeacon of Durham. 
Prior Hugh of Darlington circa 1287-90, sent’ monks to study at Oxford (Scrip. Tres, 72) 
and his successor, Richard of Hoton, built and endowed a hall for them there (Scrip. 
Tres, 73)- It was known as Durham Hall. Trinity college now occupies its site and 
some of its buildings. For an account of this college see “ Durham University,”  by 
Rev. Canon Fowler; and ‘ Some Durham College Rolls,’ by Rev. H. E. D. Blakiston 
in Collectanea, vol. in, Oxford Historical Society’s publications ; also V. C.H. Oxford, 
11, 69. The shield in base is that of bishop Hatfield of Durham, now blasoned azure a 
chevron gold between three lions rampant silver, who permanently founded and endowed 
the college circa a.d. 1379. This seal is engraved plate n * Some Durham College Rolls ’ 
as above.



O val, i f "  X i " .  O ur L a d y , rob ed  a n d  crow n ed , h o ld in g  th e  ch ild  
Christ, stan din g in  a cen tra l n iche. On th e  dexter in  a sim ilar 
n iche is St. C u th bert w ith  m itre  a n d  crosier a n d  h old in g  in  h i 
r igh t h an d  th e  h ead  o f  St. O sw ald, on  the dexter is a ro b e d  
figure. O n th e  exergue Is  S4 C uthbert. B eneath  is a shield 
o f  arm s a  ch e v ro n  betw een  th ree lion s  r a m p a n t :

stg tl lfc m  c o ’ me colle g it  tn a n a c fjo r  h fin elm  flxon.

3 3 9 6 . O x f o r d ,114 m a st e r  a n d  s c h o l a r s  o f  t h e  h a l l  o f  B a l io l  a t  .
2 -2 , P on t. 13 ; a .d .  1340.

O val, 2 f "  X 2". O ur L a d y , c row n ed  and  rob ed , seated on  a th ron e  
w ith  th e  ch ild  Christ on  her knee. T he th ron e  is p la ced  u p on  
th e  r o o f  o f  a  bu ild in g , and  b en eath  a  tre fo iled  ca n o p y  w ith  a 
ch u rch  a b o v e  it. B en eath  th e  th ron e, on  th e  exergue, is inscribed  
d om  s c o l a r i  v  d ’ b a l l ’o . O n th e  dexter side is a shield  o f arm s 
th ree sheaves, on  th e  sinister a like  shield, tw o  piles. B eneath  
th e  r o o f  u p o n 'w h ich  th e  th ron e  is p laced , are tw o  kneeling figures 
su p p ortin g  it  w ith  th eir  u praised lig h t  hands. T he d exter figure 
is th e  ro b e d  figure o f  a la d y  h old in g  b y  her le ft h an d  a  shield o f 
arm s, a lio n  ram p ant. T h e  figure on  th e  sinister is th a t o f  an  
arm ed  kn igh t bearin g  on  his le ft arm  a shield ch arged  w ith  an  
escu ch eon  (D urh am  Seals, 62) :: 

s ’ : e> E : D ’ j BALL’ . SCVTA j NOTA : [ST] : P IA ; [ v ’ GO : 

DOMV’ T ’ . D]ATES

114 The • figures in base represent Dervorguila daughter and coheiress of Alan, earl of 
Galloway, by his wife Margaret, sister of John ‘ le Scot,’ earl of Chester and coheiress of 
David of Scotland, earl of Huntingdon, and her husband John Baliol (d. 1269) who, 
circa a,d. 1263 founded several scholarships at Oxford. After his death his widow 
Dervorguila founded the college which now bears the name of Balliol. The shield on 
the dexter is for the earldom of Chester, azure three sheaves gold first borne by earl Ranulf 
' de Blondeville/ d. 1232 ; the shield on the sinister is that oi John Me Scot/ earl of 
Chester and of Huntingdon, d. 1237. It is blasoned gold three piles gules (‘ Scut’ aur. 
tres pali’ gul/ O.B. 11, 225). Two piles only are here drawn probably this is an error 
of the engraver. Dervorguila supports her own shield of the lordship of Galloway 
blasoned azure a lion rampant silver crowned gold (Jenyn’s Ordinary). John Baliol 
bears his own shield gules a false escucheon (orle) silver. It is here depicted probably 
in error, as an escucheon. The legend expanded reads, sigillum commune de balliolo, 
SCUTA NOTANT STANTES PIA VIRGO DOMUM TIBI DANTES. (S.B.M. 5261). The Seal and 
secretum of the lady Dervorguila are described in Laing’s ‘ Catalogue of Scottish Seals/ 
11, p. 14 , and are illustrated ibid. ipi. v. .Balliol college now bears gules an orle silvert 
the entire arms of John Baliol,



3397. O x f o r d ,115 m a s t e r  a n d  s c h o l a r s  o f  t h e  h a l l  o f  B a l i o l  a t  . .
1 5, E b or . 41 ; a ;d . 1307. 

O val, i \ "  X A  ton sured  figure in  clerica l h ab it pray ing. In  
fron t a shield o f  arm s a  b ird  (? heron ), a b o v e  th e  shield is J oh n  
B a p tist 's  h ead  in  a  charger, a n d  a b o v e  all is th e  H o ly  L am b . 
(D urham  Seals, 62) :

. . M A G .................... ...  NICHIL.

I V .— M O N A S T IC .
3398. A b in g d o n ,1 W a l t e r ,  a b b o t  o f  . . . .  M isc. 4860, a .d . 1361

R ou n d , f " .  O ur L a d y  standing h o ld in g  Christ, in  fro n t  o f  th em  
a fem aie figure standing, a  p la n t betw een  th em . B en eath  is a 
kneeling figure o f  th e  a b b o t  p ray in g  :

S’ WALTERI : D . . . . L E ................... ND
3399* A b in g d o n ,2 R a lp h , a b b o t  o f  . . M isc. 4 3 5 3 ; a ;d . 1432.

R ou n d , 1". A n  angel w ith  h is  h an ds raised in  prayer. In  fro n t
o f  h im  a shield o f  arm s a  cross flo ry  b etw een  fo u r  m artlets  (D ur
h am  Seals, 63) : .

S'RADULPHI HAMME ABBA . , . ANDONIE 
3400. A ln w ic k ,8 G i l b e r t ,  a b b o t  o f  . 2 -1 , E b or . 10, 1 1 ;  3-6, Spec.

37 ; circa a .d . 1190.

115 Used by them to an agreement with the convent of Durham. The name is broken 
off the legend and it is not possible to tell whose seal it was.

1 Berkshire. A Benedictine abbey dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Traditionally 
founded circa a .d . 675 by Cissa, king of the West Saxons. He an was the first abbot. 
It was refounded, after destruction by the Danes, by St. Ethel wold in the time of king 
Edgar. The seal is that ‘ quo utimur pro acquitanciis.’ An eleventh century seal of 
the abbey and the seal of abbot John Sante {1469-95) are illustrated plate 1, V.C.H. 
Berks. 11, p. 62 ; see also ibid. p. 51, Mon, Ang, 1, 505, Not. Mon. 10, and Chronicon 
Monasterii de Abingdon, 2 vols. Rolls Series.

2 Ralph Hamme succeeded as abbot July, 1428 (Mon. Ang. 1, *509). The shield is 
usually blasoned silver a cross flory (sometimes patonce) between four martlets sable. Dug- 
dale (ibid. 1, 511 note c) makes the field gold. The same shield is also on the seal of John 
Sante (see note 1 ) together with two other shields, one bearing a lion rampant and the 
other a tree bearing fruit. See also E.H. 352.

3 Northumberland. An abbey of Premonstratensian Canons, called also Norbertines 
or White canons, a reformed order of the canons regular of St. Augustine following the 
rule of St. Norbert as established by him at the abbey of Premontre in the diocese of 
Laon, France, a,.d. 1120, It was dedicated to the Bussed Virgin Mary. Founded by



O v a l/s l ig h t ly  dished, i f "  X i£ " . A  standing figure in  m onastic 
h ab it , h o ld in g  crosier in  righ t h an d  and  a b o o k  in  l e f t :

SIGILL GILBERT . ABB ATI S .......................

3 4 0 1 . A l n w i c k ,4 a b b o t  o f .............................................   . 4-2 , Spec. .2 5 .
O val, 11"- X i j " .  A  ton sured  figure in  m on astic  h ab it standing, 

h o ld in g  a  crosier in  h is righ t h an d  a n d  a b o o k  t o  his b reast in  
le ft  (D u rh am  Seals, 63) :

SIGILL' AB . . TIS, . . CCL'lE DE ALNEW IC

3402 . A l n w i c k ,5 P e t e r ,  a b b o t  o f  . . . .  4-2 Spec. 14 ; a .d . 1239 . *
O val, i f "  X i i " .  * A  h an d  issuing from  the d exter side o f  the seal, 

h o ld in g  a crosier ou tw ard s :

. IGILL* : ABBATIS DE A L N EW  . . .

340 3 . A ln w ic k ,  W i l l i a m ,6 a b b o t  o f  . . . . . . .  . M isc. 1 226.
O val, i f "  X 1 A  ton su red  figure o f  th e  a b b o t  in  m on astic habit, 

h o ld in g  crosier in  le ft  h an d  a n d  a b o o k  t o  his b reast in  l e f t : 

SIGILLUM . W ILLELM I ®  ABBATIS . DE ALNEW IC

3 4 0 4 . A l n w i c k ,7 a b b o t  o f ..................................... : M isc. 5192  ; a .d . 1284.
O val, i f "  X , im perfect. A  ton su red  figure, standing, h o ld in g  

crosier in  rig h t h an d  a n d  a b o o k  t o  his b reast in  le ft, on  th e  dexter 
in  th e  field  are th ree  stars and  tw o  crescen ts a lternate ly  one 
a b o v e  th e  oth er, th e  sinister side o f  seal is d estroyed  :

. IGILLUM A B .........................................

Eustace Fitz John, lord of Alnwick, a.d. 1147 ; colonised from Newhouse. There'is a 
ground plan of the abbey and an account of its buildings by Sir W. H. St. John Hope in 
Arch. Ael. 2nd ser. xiii, p. 1. Gilbert was abbot circa a.d. 1190-1208. See Mon. Ang. 
vi, 867 ; Not. Mon. 393 ; Tate’s History of Alnwick, n, 1 ; Arch. Ael. ist ser. 11, 214 ; 
and in, 33. This seal is engraved (incorrectly) ‘ Priory of Finchale,’ S.S. 6, p. 19, charter 
no. 37 is printed ibid. p. 16. Extracts from the Premonstratensian Statutes.jare printed 
in * Customs of Augustinian Canons,’ by J. Willis Clark, p. c i ; see also * Collectanea 
Anglo-Praemonstratensia,’ ed. Gasquet (Camden Soc. 3rd ser. vols. vi, x and xi).

4 Used by Master Roger of Burton, vicar of Ellingham (ob. a.d. 1239) to an obligation 
to pay fifteen marks annually to the convent of.Durham for the church of Ellingham. 
The seal is therefore that of an abbot before a.d. 1239.

5 For purport of deed see Tate’s ‘ History of Alnwick,’ n, p. 20,
6 He was abbot in a.d. 1260, Tate, op. cit. 11. 18. S.B.M. 2555. Coll. Angl.-Praemons.

n, p. 15.
7 The charter is dated v i i  Kal. Sept. 1284. Thomas of Kirkby was then abbot, Tate, 

op. cit. i i ,  1 8 . *



3404&. A ln w ic k ,  s a c r i s t  o f ......................................M isc. 6691 ; a .d . 1285.
O val, 1" X §". A  con v en tion a l tree on  th e  branches o f  w h ich  fou r  

b ird s  are seated  in  pairs, tw o  on  each  side o f  th e  stem  :

l£ SJ ........................... R. LEGE : VERA.

A p p le b y ,8 p r i o r  o f   .................................... M isc. 4 4 7 0 ; a .d . 1388.
O val, X 1". Our L a d y  w ith  Christ sea ted  b en eath  a ca n o p y  

w ith  side shafts, a b o v e  is a star. B en eath  is a dem i-figure o f  
th e  p r io r  p ray in g  :

S* . PRIORIS . DE . APPILBY

B a r l i n g s ,9 a b b e y  o f   ..................................................  . . . [G ] c68.
O val, im p erfect. O ur L a d y  w ith  Christ seated  in  a ca n op ied  n iche :

S IG IL L U ................................   AD CAUSAS-

B e r m o n d s e y ,10 p r i o r y  o f  St . S a v io u r ’s  o f  . Misc.1 4 1 0 ; a .d .  
1386.

R ou n d , im p erfect, 2J". T h e  T ran sfiguration  :

9a SIG . . . . . . . .  O R ................... EYE

Secretum , round, i^ ". Dem i'-figure o f  our L o r d  w ith  cru ciferou s 
n im bus, his hands raised, a b o v e  h is le ft  a sm all cross :

S  EGO SUM : VIA : VERITAS : ET : VITA :

8 Westmorland. A priory of Carmelites or White Friars, founded by lords Vescy, 
Percy and Clifford, a . d .  1281. In this charter the monks call themselves * Prior et Con- 
ventus de Appilbie ordinis B. Marie genetricis Dei de Carmel.’ Mon. Ang. vi, 1581 ; 
Not. Mon. 588.. This seal is S.B.M. 2560.

9 Lincolnshire. An abbey of Premonstratensian canons, dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, founded by Ralph Haya, a son of the constable of Lincoln castle, a.d. 
1154; colonised from Newhouse. Mon. Ang. vi, 915; Not. Mon. 270; Visits. Line. 
App. 1, p. 167 ; V.C.H. Lincoln 11, 202 ; Coll. Anglo-Praemon. ed. Gasquet, vol. n, p. 29 
et passim. Seals are S.B.M. 2594-2604.

10 Surrey. A priory of Cluniac monks (a reformed order of Benedictines following 
the rule of the abbey of Cluny, France), dedicated to Our Holy Saviour, founded by 
Aylwin Child, a . d .  1082. Erected into an abbey by pope Boniface ix, 13 Aug. 1399- 
For the shield of the abbey see Mon. Ang. v, 85 and V.C.H. Surrey, iv, p. 20 et passim. 
Various seals of the abbey and abbots are described Mon. Ang. v, 95 ; V.C.H. Surrey 
11, 67 and S.B.M. 2634, 2635. The legend given in B.M. catalogue for this seal is s i g i l l ’  : 
e c c l ’ i e  : s c i : s a l v a t o r i s  : d e  : b e r m u n d e s e y e .  It is used here by Richard of Duntone 
prior a . d .  1372-90: Mon. Ang. v, 85 ; Not. Mon. 535, V.C.H. Surrey n, 64.

3405*

3406 .

34° 7-



3408. B l a n c h l a n d , 11 a b b o t  o f .................................. 2 -4 , E b or . 2 6 ; a . d .  1243
O val, i f "  X f " .  A  h an d  issuing fro m  th e  dexter side o f  seal, 

h o ld in g  a crosier  inw ards :

*  S . ABATTIS : DE ALBA . . .  DA

3409. B l a n c h l a n d ,  W i l l i a m , 12 a b b o t  o f  . 1-17, Spec. 1 4 ;  a . d .  1320. 
O va l, i f "  x  1". T h e -a b b o t  in  m ass vestm en ts  stan din g, h o ld in g

crosier in  r igh t h an d  a n d  in  his le ft  a  b o o k  in  fro n t  o f  his breast. 
T h e  field  o f  th e  seal is d iap ered  in  a  runn ing fo lia ge  pa ttern  : 

SIGILLUM : ABB . . . S DE : A  . BALAN . .

3410. B l a n c h l a n d , 13 a b b e y  o f  . . . 2 -11, Spec. 1 3 ;  a . d .  1234.
O va l, i f "  X  i f " .  O ur L a d y  seated  in  vesica, ro b e d  a n d  h o ld in g  

C hrist, in  her r ig h t h an d  she h old s  a  sceptre . O n  each  side is 
a  crescen t en clos in g  a  star. B en eath  is a  figure o f  th e  a b b o t  in 
m on astic  h a b it  stan din g, h o ld in g  a crosier in  h is le ft  hand, on  
ea ch  side is a  sem i-circu lar d o o rw a y  : 

s  s ’ ABBATIS ET CONVENT BEATE MAR D 'ALB A  L A 'd .

3411. B r i n k b u r n , 14 A l a n ,  p r i o r  o f  . . 4-2, Spec. 14, 25 ; a . d .  1239.
O val, i f "  X 1". A  hand, issuing fro m  th e  dex ter , h o ld in g  tw o  k eys  :

*  s ig i l l ' a l a n i  p r io r is  d e  BRINKEBURNE
3412. B r i n k b u r n , . W i l l i a m , 15 p r i o r  o f  . . 2 -4 , E b or . 26 ; a . d .  1243,

O val, i f "  X 1". A  standing figure vested  in  alb, am ice, stole,
chasuble, m an iple h an gin g from  le ft  w rist, h is hands raised (D ur
h am  Seals, 63) :

. . . . ‘ WILLI : P'ORIS . . . BRINKEBURNE

n Northumberland. An abbey of Premonstratensian canons dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, founded by Walter of Bolbec in, a . d .  1165 ; colonised from Croxton. 
Mon. Ang. vi, 886 ; Not. Mon. 393 ; N.C.H. vi, 313. This seal is engraved ibid. p. 315, 
note 3. Coll. Anglo-Praemons. ed. Gasquet, vol. 11, p. 89 et passim.

12 Used by William, styled ‘ minister humilis ecclesiae de Alba Landa.* See N.C.H. 
vi, 31b, note 7.

13 See N.C.H. vi, 315, note 2. Also S.B.M. 2551.
14 Northumberland. A priory of,Austin canons originally dedicated to St. Peter but 

later to SS. Peter and Paul (see legend of seal no. 34*6), founded by William Bertram 1 
of Mitford, in the time of Henry 1. Mon. Ang. vi, 331 ; Not. Mon. 391 ; N.C.H. vii, 
455 ; ‘ The Chartulary of Brinkbum/ S.S. 90. This seal is engraved N.C.H. vii, pi. 
facing p. 464, no. 4. For account of the customs and observances of this order see 
' Customs of August ini an Canons/ by J. Willis Clark.

15 N.C.H. vii, pi. face p. 464; S.S. 90, p. xiv.



3413. B r i n k b u r n ,  W i l l i a m , 16 p r i o r ' o f  . . 4-2, Spec. 40 ; a . d ,  1248.
O val, i f "  x  i f " .  Im p erfect, St. P eter (?) in  m ass vestm en ts ,

seated  a n d  w earing a m itre w ith  th e  horns a t  either side o f  th e  
head . H e h old s  a crosier in  his le ft  hand, h is r ig h t is b lessing  (?) 
(now  destroyed ) : *. -

SIGILLU . . . . . .  RI . D . . .  E, . BRIN . . .

3414. B r i n k b u r n ,  N i c h o l a s , 1? p r i o r  o f  . . ' .  . . . 1-1, Spec. 51.
O va l, i f "  X 1". A  dem i-figure o f  St. P eter, b e low  a ch u rch -lik e

ca n op y , h o ld in g  a b o o k  in  his r ig h t h an d  a n d  tw o  k eys in  h is 
le ft. B en eath  has been  a  figure p ray in g  (now  d estroy ed ). A  
row  o f p ierced  cin q u efo ils  b e y o n d  th e  n iche shafts  o h  e ither side : 

S' NICHOLA . . . . . . .  IS DE BRINK . . . .

,3415, B r i n k b u r n ,  G e o f f r e y , 18 p r i o r  o f  . M isc. 1226, temp. N ich olas  
i v ; a . d .  1288-92.

Oval, i f "  X i f " .  A  tonsured figure in mass vestments seated on 
a chair with arms, holding a cross-headed staff in his right hand 
and a book to his breast in his le f t :

Ijl GALFRIDUS PRIOR DE BRINKEBURNA

3416. B r i n k b u r n , 19 p r i o r y  o f  . 3-2, P on t. 1 1 ; a . d .  1 3 9 1 ; 3-12,
P on t. 3 ; a . d .  1406.

O val, 2 f "  x  i i * .  St. P eter standing on  the dex ter , h o ld in g  a b o o k  
in  his righ t h an d  a n d  tw o  k eys in  h is le ft  a n d  fa c in g  tow a rd s  
St. P au l w h o stands on  the sinister and  h old s  a b o o k  in  h is righ t 
h an d  a n d  a sw ord  in  his le ft. B en eath  is a  ton su red  figure o f  th e  
prior pray ing .

I$l S' . APLOR . PETRI ET PAULI . DE . BRIN KEBURN E

3417. B r u n , 20 m o n a s t e r y  o f  t h e  N e w  P l a c e  u p o n  . . 2-6, Spec, 76.
O val, i f "  x  i f " .  Our L a d y  seated w ith  Christ.

. SIGILL ECCLIE : SCE . M ARIE . DE . NOVO LOCO , SUP 

BRUN

16 N.C.H. vn, pi. face p. 464, no. 5 ; S.S. 90, p. xiv.
* 17 N.C.H. v i i ,  pi. face p. 464, no. 3 ; S.S. 90, p. xrv\

18 N.C.H. v i i ,  pi. face p. 464, no. 2 ; S.S. 90, p. x iv ; S.B M. 2717.
19 N.C.H. v i i ; pi. face p. 464, no. 1 ; engraved S.S. 90, pi. facing p. xvi. S.B.M. 2715. 

It is used here by John styled prior of * Brenkebume.’
20 Durham. A priory of Austin canons, colonised from Guisborough, dedicated to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, bounded by Henry Puiset in the latter part of the 12th century,



3 4 1 8 . B u r y  S t .  E d m u n d 's ,21 a b b e y  o f ........................................... [G ] b 8 .

O val, 3 f "  X , im perfect,, k ing E dm un d , ro b e d  a n d  crow ned, seated 
on  th ro n e  h o ld in g  sceptre  in  r igh t h an d  a n d  orb  in  l e f t :

...................... RIS

3 4 1 9 . B u r y  S t . E d m u n d ’s , S a m s o n , 22 a b b o t  o f  . . . . [G ] b 8.

A  fra g m en t on ly , a  m itred  h ead  :
LEG EN D  D EST R O Y E D .

3 4 2 0 . B u r y  S t .  E d m u n d 's ,25 a b b e y  o f  . . . M isc. 4 1 3  ; a .d . 1 4 2 3 .

R ou n d , J". A rm oria l th ree crow ns, the low er one p ierced  w ith  an  
arrow , on  d ex ter  side o f  sh ield  is an  arrow  a n d  on  th e  sinister 
side is a  sw ord  (D urh am  Seals, 63) :

LEG EN D  D E ST R O Y E D .
3 4 2 1 . B y l a n d , 24 R i c h a r d ,  a b b o t  o f  . . M isc. 1 1 2 7 ;  3 -8 , Spec. 15 . 

O val, i f ' 7 X 1 ". A  h an d  a n d  arm  issuing fro m  th e  sinister side o f
seal, h o ld in g  a crosier. In  th e  field  are five stars (?) :

^  : SIGILLUM ; ABBATIS : BELLELANDE

originally at Haswell but transferred early to Baxtanford (now Baxterwood) on the river 
Browney about one mile from Durham. For its history see ‘ The Priory of Finchale,’
S.S. 6, p. x. This charter is printed and seal engraved ibid. pp. 14 and 15.

21 Suffolk. Sigebert, king of the East Angles founded a monastery here circa a . d .  633, 
its name was then Beodricesworth. The body of St. Edmund,- king and martyr, was 
buried here in a . d .  903 and the name of the place changed, as his fame spread, to St. 
Edmund’s Bury. In a . d .  1020 Aelfwine bishop of Elmham put Benedictine monks in 
the place of seculars. In the same year a charter of endowment was granted by king 
Cnut. For various seals of the abbey and abbots see V.C.H. Suffolk 11, pi. face p. 72 ; 
Mon. Ang. 111, 132 ; and S.B.M. nos. 2796-2815. See also Mon. Ang. m, 98, Not. Mon. 
504, V.C.H. Suffolk 11, 56.

22 Samson of Tottiiigton, a . d .  1182-1211. V.C.H. Suffolk 11, 59 i Mon. Ang. h i ,  105. 
On his surname see note p. 121, ‘ Chronica Jocelini de Brakelond ’ (Camden Soc.). See 
also Carlyle’s ‘ Past and Present,’ book 11.

23 Used by William Excetre, abbot a.d. 1415-29, The arms blasoned by Dugdale for 
the abbey are azure three golden crowns each pierced by two arrows placed saltireways gold- 
The earlier shield seems to have been simply azure three crowns gold as blasoned on the 
banner described Mon. Ang. i i i ,  104, note d. Later the instruments of St. Edmund’s 
martyrdom were added. The number of crowns and arrows varied both in number and 
disposition. See * Emblems of the Saints ” by F. C. Husenbeth, 3rd ed. app. 11, pp. 15 
and 16, where seven varieties are given, also E.H. pp. 360, 361 ; and S.B.M. nos. 2808, 
2815.

24 Yorkshire. A Cistercian abbey dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, founded at 
Old Byland by Roger Mowbray (nos. 1837-1840 in this catalogue) a . d .  1143. Richard



3422. B y l a n d ,  W i l l i a m , 25 a b b o t  o f  . . . M isc. 4 2 8 0 ; a . d .  1429.
R o u n d  signet, f " .  W  in  a circ le  :

0* f jelp  . . . . .  a u b  . . .

3423. C a r l i s l e , 26 p r i o r y  OF . . ■. . . 4-1, Spec. 3 4 ; .  a . d .  1248.
R ou n d , 2-|". H a lf figure o f 'O u r  L a d y  w ith  C h r is t ; on  each  side 

an  angel sw inging a  censer ; b e low  each  a rep resen ta tion  o f  th e  
p r io ry -ch u rch . .B eneath , under a sem i-circu lar ou ter arch , are 
tw o  tre fo iled  arches, in  each  o f  w h ich  is a  figure risin g  ou t o f  a 
tow er, th a t on  th e  sinister a b ish op  (o f Carlisle ?) w ith  crosier 
a n d  m itre, th a t on  th e  dexter a ca n on  regular (the p r ior  ?) ; b o th  
are pray in g . In  th e  spandril o f  th e  arch  is a cross in  vesica :

>$< .......... .. LESIE • SANCTE j, M .  ....................... EOLI

3424. C r o y l a n d , 27 a b b e y  o f  ; . . 1-4, E b or . 9 ;  a . d .  1167.
O val, d ished, 2f": X i f " .  A  ton su red  figure o f  St. G u th lac  in  a lb

a n d  chasuble standing, a p p a ren tly  blessing w ith  h is rig h t h and, 
the le ft, stretch ed  ou t fro m  his side, h olds a scourge (?) :

SI GILLUM SCI GUTHLACI ANACHORITE

was abbot circa 1223-1230. The arms of the abbey were gules a lion rampant silver over 
all a crosier bendways sinister that is the shield of Mowbray differenced by the abbot’s 
crosier. Dugdale gives an alternative shield quarterly gules and silver a crosier bendways. 
Mon. Ang. v, 343 ; Not. Mon. 657 ; V.C.H. Yorks ni, 131 ; Tonge’s Visit. S.S. 41, p. 61 ; 
E.H. 361 and S.B.M. 2822. See also Yorks Arch. Socy. Record Series, xvn, 27.

25 William Helperby circa a . d .  1429-69. He is styled here collector within the arch
deaconry of Cleveland. This is probably his seal for that office.

26 Cumberland. A priory of Austin canons dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
founded and endowed by Walter a Norman priest in the time of Henry 1. Its arms were 
silver a cross sable. Mon. Ang. vi, 141 ; Not. Mon. 73 ; V.C.H. Cumberland 11, 131,' seal 
engraved pi. facing p. 130 ; E.H. 362.

27 Lincolnshire. A Benedictine abbey, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary,, St 
Bartholomew and St. Guthlac, said to have been founded by Ethelbald of Mercia a . d .  

716, at the place where St. Guthlac the hermit had lived. It was destroyed by the Danes 
a . d .  870 and refounded by Turketyl a . p.,948: Mon. Ang. 11, 90 ; Not. Mon. 249 ; Visits. 
Line. App. 1, 153 J V.C.H. Lincoln 11, 105 ; S.B.M. 3018. The arms of the abbey were 
quarterly, 1 and iv gules three flaying Knives silver, 11 and 111 azure three scourges gold 
quarters Y  and iv bear the emblem of St. Bartholomew 11 and in that of St. Guthlac. 
Another shield blasoned for the abbey is gules a cross' patonce gold■ and a border azure 
crustily gold. E.H. 365 and * Emblems of the Saints,’ F. C. Husenbeth, 3rd ed. app. iî  
pp. 21 and 22.



3425. . C r o y l a n d , 28 a b b e y  o f ............................... M isc. 4 4 4 8 ; a . d .  1333.
O val, 2 J " X i f " .  T w o  figures stan din g, b en eath  a church  like 

ca n o p y , op p os ite  t o  each  other, th e  one o n  th e  dex ter  is bearded  
a n d  h o ld s  a cross in  a circ le , th e  oth er, w h o  is ton su red  h o ld s  u p  

'■ a tr ip le  th o n g e d  scourge  (D urham  Seals, 63).

• SIGILL’ . COMMUNE . ABBATIS . ET CONVENTUS CROYLANDIE

3426. D r a x , 29 p r i o r y  o f ..............................................................   4-2, E b or. 6
O va l, 2 J" x  i f " .  A  m itred  figure o f  an  a rch b ish op  (St. N icholas) 

s tan d in g  vested  in  a lb , da lm atic, chasuble, am ice, pa ll and  m aniple, 
h is rig h t h an d  blessing, his le ft  h o ld in g  his crosier (D urham  Seals, 
6 3 ) :

SIGILLUM C A P IT U L ................ N IC H ................... DE DRA .

S e c re tu m ,30 ov a l, i f "  X 1". H a lf figure o f  th e  prior, tonsured  
h o o d  o n  shou lders (D urh am  . Seals, 63) :

SIGILLUM : PRIORIS : DE : D .

3427. D u r h a m , 31 p r i o r y  o f  . M isc. 1208, 1235, 1250, 1252, 1256, 1273, 
1280, 1281, 1-9, Spec. 3 8 ;  2-9> Spec. 1 1 ;  3-12, Spec. 1 4 ;
3-6, Spec. 2, 3, 6 ; 1-8, Spec. 16, 18 ; 2-8, Spec. 48 [G ] d i .  

O bverse  rou n d , 2". A  cross p a ty  w ith  a sm all saltire a t  the in ter-

28 The figures represent St. Bartholomew and St. Guthlac. The charter names Henry 
then abbot. Henry of Casewick, a.d. 1324-1358 (V.C.H. Lincoln 11, no).

29 Yorkshire. A priory of Austin canons dedicated to St. Nicholas, founded by William 
Paynell in the time of Henry 1. Mon. Ang. vi, 195 ; Not. Mon. 655 ; V.C.H. Yorks 111, 
205 ; Yorks Arch. Socy. Record Series xvn, 38. The arms of the priory were silver on 
a tess gules between three ‘ drakes * a cinquefoil silver. Tonge’s Visit. S.S. 41, p. 63 ; E.H. 
366 ; S.B.M. 3074.

30 Used by prior Thomas of Campsall circa a.d. 1282-86. V.C.H. Yorks, in, 208 ; 
S.B.M. 3075.

31 Bishop Aldhune and the ‘ congregation of St. Cuthbert,* removed from Ripon to 
Durham, a .d. 995. In a.d. 1083 bishop William of Saint-Calais transferred the monks 
from Jarrow and Wearmouth to Durham, ejected the seculars, who" were there, and 
established a cathedral priory of Benedictine monks. The ancient dedication was to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Cuthbert. Mon. Ang. 1, 219 ; Not. Mon. 111; Scrip. 
Tres, S.S. 9 ; Sym. S.S. 51, and Rolls Series ; * Rites of Durham,* S.S. 107; ‘ Durham 
Account Rolls,* S.S. 99,100,103 ; * Durham Cathedral,* by Rev. Wm. Greenwell, D.C.L. ; 
‘ A Brief Account of Durham Cathedral,* by Rev. Jas. Raine ; H.D. 11, 61. There is 
also a very full account of the cathedral church and monastery in J. R. Boyle’s 
‘ Guide to the County of Durham.’



section , a n d  a rou n d  d o t a t ea ch -o f the four ends o f  the saltire-*1*
1 (D urham  Seals, 64) : *

^  SIGILLUM CUDBERHTI PR^ESULIS SCI

R everse, round , i V . A n tiqu e gem , th e  head  o f  Jup iter Serapis 81b 
(D urham  Seals, 64) •: • •

^  CAPUT SANCTI OSWALDI REGIS

3428. D u r h a m , 32 p r i o r y  o f  . . .........................M isc. 4165 ; a . d .  1335.
R ou nd , 1". W ith in  a figure, fo rm ed  b y  th e  in tersection  o f  a  qu a tre - 

fo il w ith  a square, in  th e  cusp ings o f w h ich  are th e  ev a n ge lis tic  
sym bols , is an  orn ate cross in  th e  cen tre  o f  w h ich  is a sm all cross 
(D urham  Seals, 64)'

' )$( DILVE DELICTA IOHTS CRUX ^ N D IC T A

P R IO R S  O F  D U R H A M .33

3429. G e r m a n  34 . . . . ...... ...................................................2-4 , Spec. 6.
O val, 2-J" X i j " .  T h e  prior, in  m on a stic  h ab it , sea ted  on  a  ch a ir 

hold in g  a book- w ith  b o th  h an ds (D urham  Seals, 64) :

SIGILL : GERMANI : P R ........................... ENSIS : ECCL’ SIE

31a This cross, more properly described as a cross-shaped reliquary, was very probably 
copied from that worn by St. Cuthbert and found on his breast at the examination of 
his body; see ‘ St. Cuthbert,’ by Rev. Jas. Raine, pi. i, fig. 3. It is certainly of high 
antiquity. The rude and early form of the Roman capitals of the legend may well date 
from the end of the tenth or early eleventh century. The matrix in the library offrthe 
dean and chapter of Durham is a later copy, when made is not known. See * The Banner 
and Cross of St. Cuthbert,’ Atch. Ael 2nd ser. 11, p. 55.

31bThis beautifully engraved gem, representing the ‘ father of gods and men,'wearing 
the ‘ modius ’ and surrounded by thunderbolts, is of later use than the obverse ; the 
beautifully cut letters of the legend, of clear Lombardic type, are apparently of early■ 
13th century date. It is here used to represent the head of St. Oswald, as Charles the 
Great used the same head to typify that of Christ. See also * Durham Seals,’ pi. 5,. 
no. 481 and no. 3552, pi.- 63.

32 Seal used by the convent as collector of tenths for the defence of the realm.
* 33 The dates given for the various priors are from the list at the end of * Durham
Cathedral,’ by Rev. Wm. Greenwell, D.C.L., &c. See also 4 Durham Account'Rolls,’
S.S. and ibid, introduction, vol. m, p. iii, for a general account of their position and rank,
‘ the lord Prior besides being so eminent an ecclesiastic was a great county magnate, 
ranking with the Nevilles of Raby and Brancepeth, the Percys of Alnwick . . . .  while 
in Durham itself he kept a state only a little inferior to that of the great Prince Bishop



3430. B e r t r a m 3 5    4-3, E b or . 1 0 ;  M isc. 1262.
O va l, 2 ¥  x  i f " .  T h e  p r io r  ton su red  a n d  in  m on astic  h ab it seated, 

read in g  a t  a d esk  (D urh am  Seals, 64) :

&  SIGILLUM : B E R TR AM I: PRIORIS : DUNELM ENSIS : ECCLESIE

3431. B e r t r a m  o f  M i d d l e t o n  8 6 ..................................................3-3, F ine. 7.
O val, 2 f "  X i f " .  T h e  p r ior  ton su red  a n d  in  m on astic  hab it, 

stan d in g  o n  a b ra ck et, h o ld in g  a  b o o k  t o  h is b reast w ith  b o th  
h ands. In  th e  fie ld  on  each  side is a  con v en tion a l tree  (D urham  
Seals, 64) :

1 S I G I L L  . B   I : PRIORIS : DUNELM ENS’ . ECCLTe

3432. H u g h  o f  D a r l i n g t o n  8 7 ....................................................... 3-2, E b or. 18.
O val, x  ", im p erfect. T h e  sam e design  as no. 3431 w ith  

a ltered  leg en d  (?) :
...........................RIORIS D U N E ...................................

3433. R i c h a r d  o f  C l a x t o n  88 . 2 -1 , A rch iep . 2 2 ;  a . d .  1 2 7 8 ; 4-1,
A rch iep . 3a, 3b  ; 1-8, Spec. 17.

O val, 2 f "  x  i f " .  T h e  sam e design  as nos. 3431, 3432, w ith  a ltered 
leg en d  :

. . . .  RICA . . . : PRIORIS DUNELM ENS ECCL’lE

himself/ Their seals are not in a good state of preservation, being mostly much broken 
and decayed. I have however endeavoured on pi. 64, nos. 3430, 3431, 3435, 3439 and 
3442 to give an example of each stage of development so that the changes in motive can 
be followed.

^-a.d. 1163-1186. He was a monk of the convent. Scrip. Tres, 8 and x x x v ; H.D. 
n, 69.

35 a .d. 1188-1208. Scrip. Tres, 8 and x x x v ; H.D. 11, 70.
36 a .d. 1244-1258. H.D. n, 74.
37 a.d. 1258-1272. He was sub-prior under prior Bertram. He resigned because of 

infirmity a .d. 1272. Scrip. Tres, 48. After the resignation of prior Richard of Claxton, 
Hugh was re-elected and held the office from a.d. 1285-1289. He was elected nth  Jan
uary, 1285, confirmed by bishop Antony Bek at Bagworth near Leicester, and installed 
by the clerk of the archdeacon on the Thursday after the feast of the Purification in the 
same year. Scrip. Tres, 72 ; H.D. 11, 77 and 81.

38 a .d. 1272, resigned a.d. 1285. He was prior of Holy Island. Robert of Graystanes 
says that his election was confirmed at Darlington on the second day afterwards and that 
he was installed at Durham by the archdeacon of Durham on the feast of the Purification 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary (2nd February). The first note we have of these rites upon 
the election of a new .prior. Scrip'. Tres, 55 ; H.D. 11, 80 ; S.B.M. 3094. Seal engraved 
S.D. seals, pi. xn, no. 2.



3434. R i c h a r d  o f  C l a x t o n  89 . . . ,  . . . M isc. 4872 ; a . d .  1286.
O val, i f "  x  1". A n tiq u e  gem , a  n ak ed  figure stan d in g  in .fr o n t  
• o f  a horse  :

*  H E C  FLOS .
3435. R i c h a r d  o f  H o t o n  4 0 .............................. 4-1, E b or . 4 3 ;  a . d .  1292.

O val, 2J" X , im perfect. T h e  p r ior  stan d in g  on  a  ca rved  
bra ck et, beneath  a  ca n o p y  w ith  side°shafts. H e  is in  m on astic  
h a b it  and  h olds  a b o o k  t o  his b reast w ith  b o th  hands. T h e  field 
o f  th e  seal is d iap ered  (D urham  Seals, 64) :

. . . ARDI : PRI . . . .  DUNE . . . . . .
3436. W i l l i a m  o f  T a n f i e l d  4 1  M isc. 4442 ; a . d .  1310.

O val, v e ry  im perfect. T h e  prior standing b en eath  a ca n op y .
A b o v e  th e  ca n o p y  is t a n  . . . l d ,  th e  field  is d iap ered  :

S I ................................ ....

3437. G e o f f r e y  o f  B u r d o n  4 2  M isc. 4 3 1 4 ; a . d .  1317.
O val, |" x  f " .  A  tree a b ov e  w h ich  is a hum an  h ead  a n d  ben eath  

it, a  d o g  asleep :
LEG EN D  ILLEG IBLE.

39 Styled brother Richard of Claxton, late prior of Durham.
40 a.d. 1289-1308. He was prior of the cell at Lytham. His election was confirmed 

by the bishop (Bek) on 28th March, 1289, and he was installed by the official of the 
archdeacon on 9th April. He died at Poitiers, 9th January, 1308. For a detailed account 
of his quarrel with bishop Antony, of his deposition, imprisonment and restitution, see 
‘ The Bishopric of Durham under Antony Bek/ Arch. Ael. 3rd ser. ix, 89. Scrip. Tres, 
73 and 84 ; H.D. 11, 81.

41 a.d. 1308-1313. He was prior of Wetheral. The office was conferred upon him 
(‘ vel potius vendidit quia pro ilia collatione habuit Papa tria millia marcarum et cardinales 
milled Scrip. Tres, 85), by the pope, at the request of the king (Edward 11) and bishop 
Bek, 25th February, 1308, He was installed in the presence of Bek, the bishop of Car
lisle and the abbot of St. Mary's, York, and many others, on the feast of St. Cuthbert in 
September (Sept. 4) 1308. Scrip. Tres, 85 ; H.D, n, 86. He resigned because of old 
age and infirmities about the feast of St. Barnabas (nth June), 1313 and was granted 
the cell of Jarrow with the manor of ‘ Wardley * for his maintenance (Scrip. Tres, 95). 
The seal, which is greatly destroyed, appears to be identical with that of prior Cowton
no. 3438).

42 a.d. 1313-1322. He was sub-prior of Durham. Elected soon after the feast of SS. 
Peter and Paul the Apostles (June 29th), confirmed short] y afterwards and installed the 
same day. He resigned because of accusations brought against him at an Episcopal 
visitation (bishop Beaumont) ; he had a good defence but would not involve the convent



3438. W i l l i a m  o f  C o w t o n  43 . M isc. 3469, 3592, 3 8 6 7 ,'4 0 0 8 , 4400 ;
5-5 , E lem os. 9. . . ; ,

O va l, 2 X , im p erfect. T h e  p r ior  standing on  a ca rv ed  b ra ck et 
ben ea th  a ca n o p y , w ith  side shafts, over  w hich  is c o y  t o n .  H e 
is in  m on a stic  h a b it  a n d  h o ld s  a b o o k  to  his b reast w ith  b o th  
hands.- O n th e  sinister side is a sunk quatrefoiled  panel, w ith in  
w hich  is a head , th a t on  th e  dex ter  is destroyed  :

 ........................PRIORIS E C C ..............................
3439- J o h n  F o s s  o r  44 . 3-1, Spec. 71 ; 3-11, Spec, 15 ; 2-17, Spec. 38 ;

2-4, E b o r . 371.3-4, E b or, 14, 23 ; 3r2, E lem os. 11.
O val, 2 f  " X 1’I " .  T h e  prior, ton su red  a n d  in  m on astic  h ab it, 

s tan din g on  an  orn am en ta l b ra ck et beneath  a crock eted  ca n o p y  
w ith  side shafts, h o ld in g  a b o o k  in  fron t o f  his breast w ith  b o th  
hands. In  th e  field  on  th e  dexter, w ith in  a quatref oiled  panel 
is th e  m itred  h ead  o f  St. C u th b e r t ; in  a like  panel on  the sinister 
is  the crow n ed  h ead  o f  .St. O sw ald th e  king. A b o v e  each  panel 
is a fleur de ly s  a n d  b en eath  each  is a  cin qu efo il. T h e  field  is 
d iap ered  w ith  a  lozen ge  pa ttern  en closing  a sm all ring. A b o v e  
th e  ca n o p y  is f o s s o r  (D urham  Seals, 64) :

SIGILLUM : IOHANNIS : PRIORIS : ECCLESIE : DUNELMENSIS

ia the needful expense of litigation. He was granted the cell of Wearmouth 'with its 
tithes and those of Fulwell for his maintenance. Scrip. Tres, 85 and 102 ; H.D. n, 88. 
The seal is that which he uses for the procurations of the cardinals.

43 a.d. 1322-1341. He was elected after the renunciation of William of Guisborough, 
confirmed by the bishop and installed on the Invention of the Holy Cross {3rd May), 
(Scrip. Tres, 102). He died at Pittington and was buried with the” brethren in the 
cemetery of the monks at Durham. Scrip. Tres, 130 ; H.D. 11, 88. His seals are all 
very imperfect.

44 a.d. 1341-1374. He was a monk of Durham and master of Wearmouth. He was ■ 
elected prior on 16th March and confirmed and installed on the last day of the same 
month (Scrip. Tres, 130). He placed the west window in the nave at Durham and the 
great north window in the transept; he replaced and repaired the church books, spent 
large sums on church ornaments and vessels as well as on various monastic buildings. 
He died at Bear park in his goth year, on the feast of St. Martin (12 th November), 1374. 
His body was placed in an ox hide (Acct.' Rolls, 581), and buried in the north aisle at 
Durham before the altar of SS. Nicholas and Giles (Scrip. Tres, 136). See also Rites, 53 
and 218 ; Raine’s ‘ Brief Account/ 34; Green well’s * Durham Cathedral/ 71, 77 ; H.D. 
11, 89 ; * Official Heraldry of Durham/ (Herald and Genealogist, vin, 51) ; Foster’s
* Durham Visitation Pedigrees/ 122. The seal is S.B.M. 3095 and is very imperfectly 
reproduced in Surtees, pi. xii, no. 1.



3440. P r i o r s  C o w t o n  Sc F o s s o r 45 . M isc. 4161, 4167, 4195, 4275, 
4284, 4372, 4373, 42T9, 4312, 4495, 5 3 7 9 ; . a : d .  1330-1356. 

O val, 1" X f " .  . A  dem i-figure o f St. C u th bert h o ld in g  crosier in  
h is r igh t hand, a n d  in  his le ft St. O sw ald 's  h ead  in  fro n t  o f  his 
breast. B en eath  is a  dem i-figure p ray in g  :

®  ADE BERTE . PETO . SOLVE . TE . RITE . QUIETO
3441. R o b e r t  W a l l w o r t h  4 6 ............................. ‘3"IO> Spec. 4 3 ;  a .d* . 1380.

O val, % ¥  X i f " .  St. C uthbert seated in  m ass vestm en ts  b en ea th
a ca n op y . H is  righ t h an d  is blessing and  h is le ft  h o ld s  h is crosier ; 
a n d  on  h is le ft a rm  th e  crow n ed  h ead  o f St. O sw ald  lies  sidew ays. 
O n  each  side is a shield o f arm s, a cross p a to n ce  b e tw e e n  fou r 
lions. B eneath  is the ton sured  figure o f  th e  p r io r  in  m on a stic  
h ab it p ray in g  :

' s t o b e r t i  : f c a l l fo f l r l j t  p ’ o r t  . . . . .  c I ' i t  c a t t f je b T  : 
bfrn . . .

3442. J o h n  o f  H e m i n g b u r g h  47 . 1-2, A rch . N orth d . 3 0 ;  a . d .  1401 ;
2-2 , A rch . N orthd . 3, 4, 5, 6. '

43 Seal used by them as collectors of tenths. S.B.M. 3096. .
46 a . d .  1374-1391. He is sometimes styled Robert Berrington of Wallworth. He was 

elected on the Monday next after the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (nth 
December), 1374 and was confirmed and installed on the following Vigil of the Nativity 
of Our Lord (24th December)/ Scrip, Tres, 136 ; H.D. 11, 92. It was during his priorate 
that the priors of Durham received authority from the pope, second year of Urban vi 
(1380), to wear the pontifical insignia of mitre, crosier (baculum pastorale) ring, sandals,
‘ et aliis pontificalibus insigniis ’ ; this privilege was confirmed by the archbishop of‘York 
and the bishop of Durham in 1382. Scrip. Tres, app. cxxx, cxxxi, cxxxvi, cxxxvn, 
c l x x x v  ; Rites, 23, 213. He resigned his office at Bearpark, 21st July, 1391 (Scrip. 
Tres, app. no. cxLiv)"and was granted chambers and a chapel at Finchale with the tithes 
of various townships (ibid., app. no. c x l v ) .  The seal shews the prior tonsured and in 
monastic habit before he had received authority to wear the pontificalia. No later seal 
of his is extant. The design is poor and badly executed. It is the first of the priors* 
seals with the legend in black letter and also the first on which armorials appear. The 
shield on each side bears the arms of the monastery blasoned azure a cross patonce gold
between jour lions rampant silver. See note to seal 3152 in this catalogue.

47 a . d .  1391-1416. He was a native of Hemingbrough and a monk at Durham (‘ His
tory of Hemingbrough,* p. 163). The license, from bishop Walter Skirlaw, for his 
election and the confirmation of his election are printed Scrip. Tres, app. nos. c x l v i  and 
c x l i x .  He was buried under a marble slab in the south transept at Durham ; his epitaph 
is recorded Scrip. Tres, p. 145 ; see also Rites, pp. 3° 219 J Durham Obit. Rolls
(S.S, 31) pp. 63-71 ; H.D. 11, 94. This is the first seal on which the prior appears in full



O val, x  i f " .  T h e  sam e design  as th e  p rev iou s seal, e x ce p t 
th a t on  th e  dex ter  side is a shield o f  arm s, a cross p a ton ce  betw een  
fou r lion s  ram p an t, on  th e  sinister a like shield ch arged  w ith  a 
ch e v ro n  a n d  th ree  rou nd els  in  ch ief. B eneath  is a  dem i-figure 
o f  th e  p r ior  in  p on tifica ls  a n d  h o ld in g  his crosier, pray in g  (D ur
h am  Seals, 64) :

s  : t o f j f s .................... m h 'e  c a t f je b  . . b b n o lm t e

3443 J o h n  o f  H e m i n g b u r g h .............................. 3-1, R e g .  2 8 ; a . d .  1408.
O val, 2 f "  x  i f " .  S im ilar in  general design  t o  no. 3442 :

. . IGILLU : IOHIS : DEI : GRACIA  ........................

3444. J o h n  W e s s i n g t o n  48 . . . .2-2 A rch , N orthd . 1 0 ; a . d .  1422
O val, 2J" x  i f " .  St. C u th bert in  m ass vestm ents  seated, in  a

ca n op ied  n iche o f  r ich  tabern acle  w ork , blessing, St. O sw ald 's 
h ead  o n  its  side in  his le ft  h an d  and  his crosier held  d iagonally  
in  h is le ft  arm . O n  th e  d ex ter  side is a shield o f  arm s, a cross 
p a to n ce  b etw een  fo u r  lion s ram p ant, on  the sinister a  shield tw o  . 
bars a n d  in  ch ie f th ree  m olets. B en eath  is a dem hfigure o f  th e  
p r io r  p ra y in g  :

s ’ i o f j t s  i n e g 0 £ g n g t 0 n  p r f o r i s  e c c l u  c a t f j e  * . . 
b f r n o l m t e

3445. J o h n  W e s s i n g t o n  . L oc . x x v m , 2 6 ;  a . d .  1431 ; 1-14, Spec.
3 0 ;  a . d .  1433.

O ctag on a l signet, V  x  1". A n  eagle standing w ith  ra ised  w ings 
a b o v e  on  a  label, b e e f  g r a s .

3446. J o h n  W e s s i n g t o n ....................................................................M isc. 2363.
O ctag on a l signet, §". A n  eagle standing w ith  raised w ings, in

fro n t o f  it  I x.

episcopal .vestments ; it is also the first on which are the personal arms of the prior. The 
shield on the sinister bears the prior’s arms, the blason of which is not known, that on 
the dexter the arms of the monastery.

48 a.d. 1416-1446. He was ‘a native of Washington, county Durham, a monk at 
Durham and sacrist from 1408 to 1416 (Acct. Rolls, 402). For account of his life and 
work see ‘ Miscellanea * (S.S. 127}, p. 223 note and the references there given. The 
sinister shield is that of Washington blasoned silver two bars and in chief three molets gules. 
The seal is affixed to the face of the document.



3447 '..- W i l l i a m  E b c h e s t e r 49 . M isc; 1487, L oc . x x v n ,  1 3 ;  a . d .  1448. 
O val, 2 f "  X i f " .  St. C uthbert in  m ass v estm en ts  sea ted  in  a 

n iche o f rich  tabern acle  w o r k ; St. O sw ald 's  h ead  in  h is righ t 
h an d  a n d  his crosier in  his le ft. O n th e  d ex ter  side is a shield  
of arm s a cross p a ton ce  b etw een  fou r lion s  ram p an t, on  th e 
sinister a shield a fess b etw een  th ree lion s ram p an t. B en eath  
is th e  p r ior  p ray ing .

sstjjtllb  to t i l t  e b c f jc s t r e  p ’ ou ss  m i t e  c a t f j  fc& n.elnue
3448. W i l l i a m  E b c h e s t e r  5 0 ................................................................................. \ .

R o u n d  signet, J". . W , a crow n  a b o v e  it and  ben ea th  it  e f c c l je s t t *

3449. J o h n  B u r n a b y 6 1 ...................................... 1-3, E b or . 2 1 ;  M isc. 5850b.
O val, 2 f" ,  im perfect. St. C uthbert in  m ass vestm en ts , sea ted  in 

a  ca n op ied  n iche, his crosier in  his le ft  h an d , St. O sw ald ’s h ead  
in  h is righ t. O n his d ex ter side is a  sh ield  o f  arm s a cross p a ton ce  
b etw een  fou r lions ram p ant, on  his sinister a sh ield  bearing  a 
cross engrailed  b etw een  fou r cin quefoils . B en eath  is th e  p r ior  
in  p on tifica ls  with- crosier p ray in g  :

. . . .  p ’ o t  . . . ss . e c l  . . . .  . a t l j : ti& n e lm te
3450. R i c h a r d  B e l l 52 .  ............................... ...... L o c . x x v ,  85.

S ignet, f " .  A  bell.
3451. J o h n  A u c k l a n d  53 .. . . - . . L oc . x x v n ,  1 8 ;  a . d .  1487,

O ctag on a l signet, J" x  f " .  A n  eagle stan din g w ith  ra ised  w ings, 
a b ra n ch  in  its m outh .

49 a.d. 1446-1456. For note on his life and work see * Miscellanea * (S.S. 127) p. 223 
note. Also Durham Obit. Rolls (S.S. 31) preface, and * Some Durham College Rolls,’ 
by Rev. H. E. D. Blakiston, p. 24, The shield on the sinister bears the prior’s arms, 
the blason of which is not known.

50 The reference to this seal is unfortunately lost.
51 a.d. 1456-1464. . For a full account of his life and work see Durham Obit. Rolls 

(S.S. 31), preface and app. ix, p. 91 ; also Rites 34, and note; and ‘ Some Durham College 
Rolls,’ by Rev. H. E. D. Blakiston, p. 24. The blason of his arms, on the sinister shield, 
is unknown.

52 a.d. 1464-1478. He was sub-prior and had previously been nominated prior when 
Burnaby was elected (Durham Obit, Rolls, xv). He was prior of Finchale, a.d. 1457- 
1464 (Priory of Finchale, S.S. 6, xxvm). He was consecrated bishop of Carlisle in the 
year 1478 (Scrip. Tres, 149). He died a.d. 1496 and was buried in Carlisle cathedral. 
(H.D. 11, 98) ; see also ‘ Durham College Rolls,’ as above, p. 24.

53 a.d, 1484-1494, (Scrip. Tres, 150 ; Rites, p. 34 and note3 ; ‘ Some Durham College 
Rolls/ as above, p. 24.



3452. D u r h a m ,  R o b e r t ,  s u b - p r i o r  m o f  . ; M isc. 2 1 1 8 ; a . d .  1396.
. R ou n d , §". R  (D urh am  Seals, 64) :

*  t g i m  r o b c r t  f jo c  s t g n a  et . . . .
3453. D u r h a m ,  c o m m i s s a r y  o f  t h e  p r i o r  o f  . L oc . v i i ,  3 7 ; a . d .  1408. 

O val, 2" X 11". A  seated  figure w earing a m itre and* h old in g  a 
crosier. O n  th e  sinister side a shield o f arm s a cross engrailed  
betw een  fo u r  c in q u efo ils  55:

s t g t l l b  t o f j t g  . . . .  b u r n  . . . .
3454. D u r h a m ,  o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n r y  56 o f  t h e  p r i o r  o f  . .

' 1-2, A rch . N orth d . 18 ; a . d .  1382 ; 1-2, A rch . D unelm . 15 ;

* * *377- ........................
O val, 1 X i f * .  St. C u th bert standing in  a ca n op ied  n iche, his 

rig h t h an d  b lessing, h is le ft  h o ld in g  h is crosier. B en eath  is a 
figure, in  m on a stic  h ab it , p ray in g  :

s ' a r c h i d i a c o n a t ’ e c l e  d u n e l m e  . . . .
3455. D u r h a m ,  o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n r y  o f  t h e  p r i o r  o f  . .

. 1-12, P o n t. 9 ;  a . d .  1 4 0 6 ; 1-2, A rch . N orth d . 2 4 ;  a . d .  
1439 ; L o c . x v i ,  6b  ; a . d .  1446 ; 15ft, 15c, 16 L oc . x x v n ,  

’ 6 ;  a . d .  1464 ; M isc. 5557 ; a . d .  1457. 
O val, X i f * .  St. C u th bert stan din g in  a  n iche o f  r ich  ta b er

n acle  w ork , h o ld in g  St. O sw ald 's  h ead  in  h is righ t h an d  and  his 
crosier in  h is le ft. B en eath  is a shield o f  arm s a cross betw een  
fou r lion s  r a m p a n t07.

®  ■0, 0 f f t n a l . t 0  : a r c f jt t u a c 0 n a t & 0  : p r t o t t s  : b& ttalnt
3456. D u r h a m ,  o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n r y  o f  t h e  p r i o r  o f  ( i n

THE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND) . LOC. XVI, I 4 0 , I 4 2  ; 
A .D . I 4 8 3 .

O val, i f *  X I*. St. C uthbert standing blessing, St. O sw ald 's  h ead  
in  h is le ft  h an d  :

S IG IL L U M ..............................................

54 For account of the office and duties of the sub-prior see Acct. Rolls (S.S. 103) intro, vii.
55 This is evidently the seal of prior John Burnaby, the arms being the same as on his 

seal no. 3449. It is here used by John Seton, styled commissary of John, prior of Durham.
• 56 Chronica Rogeri de Hoveden 1, p. 138 (Rolls Series), H.D. 11, 62.

57 The use on this seal of the arms of the bishopric, blasoned azure a cross gold between 
four lions rampant silver in place of the arms of the priory, is to be noted. The confusion 
is made worse by the shield being placed beneath St. Cuthbert, *.



3 4 5 7 . D u r h a m , a l m o n e r  58 o f  . . . . . 1 -1 , E lem os, 2 .

O val, i| ,; X  1 In  th e  upper pa rt on  a dou b le  n iche, th e  co ro n a tio n
: o f  th e  V irg in  (?) ; b en eath  in  a sim ilar n iche tw o  stan din g figures ;

in  a rou nd el a t each  side a n d  b en eath  a h ead  :

. . >$i V ir g o  : m a r i a ; v a l e  : m ic h i : d a  : c o r  : s p i r i t u a l s

3 4 5 7 a . D u r h a m , H . o f  H o r n c a s t l e ,  s a c r i s t  o f  59 . : . . 3 -2 , Spec. 7.

R ou n d , 1 ". A n tiqu e  gem , k  n ak ed  m ale figure, b y  his side a b ird  
on  a p illar :

%  AVE MARIA GRACIA PLENA

3 4 5 8 . D u r h a m , H e n r y  F e r y b y  60 s a c r i s t  o f  . 4 -3 , Sacr. 1 5 ;  a .d .

142-7-
O ctag on a l signet, f "  f " .  A  m on ogra m  (?)

3 4 5 9 . D u e h a m ,  R . h o s t i l l a r  61 o f  . , . . . . . 4 -1 6 , Spec. 2 8 .

O val, 1 X 1". A n tiq u e  gem , an  a n im a l :

. . . .  MECUM EST . . .

3 4 6 0 . D u r h a m ,  J o h n  o f  J a r u m ,618 a  m o n k  o f  . . .  ; M isc. 5 2 9 6 .  
O val, i f "  i f " 1. St. C u th bert stan d in g  b lessing , h o ld in g  St.

Oswald’s head in front of his breast. Beneath is a demi-figure 
- praying ; .

s ’ IOHANNIS : DE : I ARUM . , . . ACHI : DUNELMENSIS
3 4 6 1 . E a s b y ,62 a b b o t  o f  S t .  A g a t h a ’ s o f ......................2 -1 ,  Spec. 7, 3 7 .

O val, i f "  x  i f " -  T h e  a b b o t  seated, in  m on a stic  h ab it, h o ld in g  
h is crosier in  his righ t h a n d ’a n d  a b o o k  t o  his b reast in  his le ft. 

SIGILLUM . A . BATIS SANCTE AGATHE

58 An obedientiary of the monastery for his duties see Acct. Rolls (S.S. 103) intro, 
xxxvm. See. also Rites (S.S. 107) p. 275 and ‘ Clark,’ p. 173. This seal is used by 
Nicholas styled almoner of Durham.

59 An obedientiary of the monastery, the chief officer connected with the service of 
the church and the general care of the building and ornaments. For his duties see Acct, 
Rolls (S.S. 103) intro, x and ‘ Clark,’ p. 69. At Durham he was known as * Maister 
Sagersten * (Rites, S.S. 107, p. 97). This charter is printed N.C.H. v i i ,  p. 147.

60 He was cellarer a.d. 1408-10 (Acct. Rolls, p. 53), hostillar 1423-24 (ibid, 141). He 
was prior of Finchale a.d. 1439-1450 (The Priory of Finchale (S.S. 6) xxvm}.

61 For the duties of his office see Acct. Rolls (S.S. 103) p. xxxi and * Clark,’ p. 181. 
The date of the charter is the time of Bertram the prior a.d. 1188-1208.

6ia J40W Yarm in Cleveland ; see ‘ Guisbrough Chartulary (S.S. 86), p.  164 n.
62 Near Richmond, Yorkshire. An abbey of Premonstratensian canons, dedicated to 

St. Agatha, founded a . d .  1152 by Roald, constable of Richmond castle j colonised from



3 4 6 2 . E a s b y ,  a b b e y  o f  S t .  A g a t h a  o f  \ . . - : . 3 -1 , E b o r . 9 .

O val, X i f ' ' .  A  r o b e d  fem ale  figure (St. A gatha  6S), h o ld in g  a 
p a lm  b ra n ch  in  her le ft  h an d  a n d  in  her righ t a b o o k  t o  her breast:

SIGILLUM ECCLESIE SANCTE AGATHE
3463. E l s h a m ,64 p r i o r y  o f  . ............................................3-3, E b or . 9

O va l, 2 f /y x  i f " .  O ur L a d y , ro b e d  a n d  crow n ed , seated, h o ld in g
th e  ch ild  C hrist on  her knee ; a sceptre in  her r igh t h an d  : 

l$t SIGILLUM . CO . . . . IE DE ELLESHAM 
S ecre tum , i j "  X J". D em i-figu re o f O ur L a d y  w ith  Christ, beneath  

a dem i-figu re p ray in g  :

S' ROB'TI PRIORIS DE ELLESHAM
3464. E v e s h a m ,65 a b b e y  o f  . . . .  . 2 -4 , E b or. 2 6 ;  a .d . 1243.

O val, 2 J" X 2". O ur L a d y  ro b e d  a n d  crow n ed , seated  on  a th ron e,
p resen tin g  a crosier t o  a standing figure ves ted  in  a lb , stole, 
d a lm a tic  and  chasuble , a n d  h o ld in g  a p a lm  b ran ch  (?) 'in  his le ft  
h an d  (St. E cgw in e). A b o v e  th e m  is a crescen t a n d  a star :

. . . . . . .  SCI . E G ..................

Newhouse. Mon. Ang. vi, 921 ; Not. Mon. 664 ; V.C.H. Yorks, hi, 245 ; Coll. Angl. 
Praemons. ed. Gasquet, 11, p. 1 et seq. This seal is S.B.M. 3099. Two armorial shields 
are blasoned for this abbey in Tonge’s Visit. (S.S. 41), p. 43 ; (1) azure a bend gold and a 
crosier bendways sinister gold, being the differenced arms of Henry lord Scrope of Bolton 
a great benefactor of the abbey ; {2) gules two bars gemell and a chief gold over all a crosier 
paleways gold, the differenced shield of Roald the constable blasoned for him in Grimaldi’s 
roll goules ove deux gemeux et une chief dyor.- See S.B.M, 3101. There is a paper with a 
plan of the abbey in Yorks. Arch. Jour, x, 117, by Sir W. H. St. John Hope. See also 
Yorks. Arch. Socy. Record Series, x v i i ,  45.

63 Virgin and Martyr, patron saint of Catania, Sicily. She is usually represented 
carrying her severed breast in a dish. There are only two other ancient dedications to 
her in England, namely, Brightwell (Berks.) and Gilling (Yorks.) S.C.D. 111, 3 2 1 . This 
seal is used by R. styled abbot of St. Agatha. Richard of Bemingham, abbot early in 
fourteenth century.
' 64 Lincolnshire. A priory of Austin canons, dedicated to St. Mary and St. Edmund, 
founded by Beatrice d’Amundeville before a . d .  1166. Mon. Ang. vi, 559 ; Visits. Line. 
163 ; V.C.H. Lincoln 11,171. The seal is here used by Robert, styled prior o f ‘ Ellesham ’ ; 
that is Robert Newsham, elected prior a . d .  1303.

65 Worcestershire. A Benedictine abbey dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary with 
whom, in later years, the founder was associated, founded by St. Ecgwine, third bishop 
of Worcester, on land granted by king Ethelred, circa a . d .  701. Mon. Ang. 11,1; V.C.H. 
Worcester 11, 112 ; ‘ Abbatiae de Evesham Chronicon * (Rolls Series) S.B.M. 3113-3119.



S ecre tum , ova l, Y  X f " .  A n tiq u e  gem , a seated, figure :

K ................ PAC . . . . .  *

3 4 6 5 . E v e s h a m , a b b e y  o f  66 . . . . . .  2 -4 , E b o r . 13 ; a .d .  1 2 7 4 .

Obverse , oval, 3 ^ "  X 2 f /y. In  base th e  sw ineherd  E ov es  in  loose  g irt 
gow n  a n d  cloak , standing bare-h eaded  h o ld in g  his h a t w ith  
rou n d  to p  a n d  b ro a d  b r im  in h is r ig h t h an d  and  p o in tin g  upw ards 
w ith  his le ft. H e is represented , as in  a fo rest, w ith  a tree  a t 
each  side b e lo w  is (a sow  suck ling  a p ig  ?), a n d  surrounding h im  
is a tre fo iled  scroll on  w hich  are th e  w ords : e o v e s  h e r  [ w o n e d e  
a n t ]  w a s  s w d n  f o r  1 [ m e ’] c l e p e t  J?is e o v i s h o m .  A b o v e , in  
th e  centre, is a  represen tation  o f  th e  a b b e y  church , b e lo w  it, 
on  t h e , dexter, is Our L a d y  ro b e d  a n d  crow n ed , her righ t hand 
h o ld in g  a cross p a ty , her le ft  u p h o ld in g  one side o f  th e  c h u r c h ; 
beh in d  her are tw o  a tten d a n t fem ale  s a in ts ; on  th e  sinister is 
St. E cgw in , the b ish op  in  m itre a n d  p on tifica ls  kneeling  an d  
u phold in g  w ith  b o th  hands th e  oth er side o f  th e  ch u rch  ; behind* 
h im  is a tree, on  one o f th e  low er branches o f  w h ich  a m on k  is 
seated, a n d  in  fro n t  o f  h im  another m on k  sea ted  a n d  resting  his 
h ead  on  his h an d  :

SIGILLUM SANCTE MARIE ET SANC [TI ECGWINI EPIS] 
COPI EVESHAMENSIS MONASTERII

Reverse  ; a b o v e  is th e  a b b e y  c h u r c h ; b e low  it, on  th e  d exter, is 
O ur L a d y  rob ed  a n d  crow n ed , seated on  a th ron e  h o ld in g  a 
sceptre  in  her righ t h an d a n d  a fleur de ly s  in  h er,le ft, on  her le ft  
knee is seated the ch ild  Christ, a lso  rob ed , w h o  . u p h o ld s  th e 
ch u rch  w ith  b o th  hands, on  th e  sinister side* is St. E cgw in , the 
b ish op  in  fu ll p on tifica ls  w ith  crosier a n d  m itre  kneeling and  
u ph old in g  the ch urch  w ith  b o th  hands, b eh in d  h im  is a . b ird  
flying. B eneath, under a  tre fo iled  arch , is rep resen ted  a  ch arter 
fro m  w hich  hangs an  ova l seal, on  w h ich  are th ree leop a rd s ; on

66 The subject, in base, is the legend of Eoves the swineherd who saw, in a vision, the 
Blessed Virgin. Bishop Ecgwine, hearing .this, went to the place and saw the same 
vision receiving also a command, from Our Lady, to build a monastery on- the spot. 
The legend, in the English tongue, refers to this story : ‘ Eoves dwelt here and was a 
swineherd, therefore men call this Eovesham.' The reverse represents kings Ethelred, 
Kenred and Offa handing the charter of endowment to St. Ecgwine. This seal is engraved* 
V.C.H. Lincoln u, pi. ii. * - - ■ - .



th e  ch arter, in  .tw o l in e s /o f  L om b a rd ic  letters, are th e  w ords 
m a n  (?) r e g i e  l i b e r t a t i  ; a b o v e  th e  ch arter is th e  H a n d  o f 
G od , issuing fro m  clou d s, b lessing. O n  the dexter, receiv ing  th e 
charter, w ith  both* hands, is th e  kneeling figure o f  St. E c g w in ; 
b eh in d  h im  stan ds a  ro b e d  figure carry ing  th e  b ish o p ’ s 'c rosie r  
in  h is le ft  h an d  a n d  w ith  his r igh t steadying th e  b ish o p ’ s m itre. 
O n  th e  sin ister is th e  sea ted  figure o f  a  king, rob ed  and  crow n ed, 
w h o  h an ds th e  ch arter t o  E cgw in e, a n d  standing beside h im  are 
tw o  k in gs a lso  r o b e d  a n d  crow n ed  :

DICTIS : ECGWINI : r e g e s  : [d a ] n t  m u n e r a  t r [in i  o m n i 
b u s  : u n d e  : p i e .: n it e t  . a v l a  . s a c r a t a  .. m a r ie

3466. E v e s h a m ,  T h o m a s ,® *  a b b o t  o f ,  2-4, E bor. 15.
O val, i £ "  X f " .  ■ A n tiq u e  gem , a stan din g nude figure :

. . . BSIT NARD . . . ERO SIB . . TR* . . . TER
3467. E v e s h a m ,  c h a m b e r l a i n  a n d  p r o c t o r  o f  t h e  a b b o t  o f  . .

........................................................................2-4, E b or . 1 6 ; a . d .  1244.
(1) R ou n d , Y -  A n tiq u e  gem , v e ry  in d istin ct.

L EG EN D  IL L E G IB L E ,
(2) A  fra gm en t n o t t o  b e  deciphered., •

3468. E y n s h a m , 67 T h o m a s ,  a b b o t  o f  . M isc. 5228c, 5 2 2 8 d ; a . d .
1405-08.

R ou n d , i j " .  O ur L a d y  ro b e d  a n d  crow n ed  seated, w ith  the ch ild  
Christ on  her knee, in  a  ca n op ied  n iche. B eneath  is a dem i- 
figure o f  th e  p r io r  in  m on astic  h a b it  a n d  w ith  c r o s ie r :

j5' t l)0 a f i i  : he egnegfjam
3469. F a r n e , 68 R i c h a r d  E d e n ,  m a s t e r  o f  . . M isc. 5875 ; a . d .  1400.

66a a.d. 1145-1153,
67 Oxfordshire. A Benedictine abbey, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. 

Benedict and All Saints, first founded by Aethelmar a.d. 1005 ; refounded by Remi, 
bishop of Lincoln, at Stow in Lindsey, a.d. 1091 and finally restored at Eynsham by 
Robert Bloet, bishop of Lincoln, circa a.d. 1094. Mon. Ang. in, 1; Visits. Line. 154 ; 
V.C.H. Oxford 11, 65. This seal is that of Thomas Bradyngstock, confirmed abbot 3rd 
October, 1388. The common seal is S.B.M. 3142 ; see also * The Eynsham Cartulary/ 
ed. H. E. Salter (Oxford Hist. Soc.).

68 A cell of Benedictine monks subordinate to Durham priory. A list of the masters 
is given R.N.D. 343 and charters printed ibid. app. 122-123. See also Mon. Ang. iv, 
430 ; Not. Mon. 394.



O val, i "  X §". A  fem ale figure ro b e d  a n d  h old in g  a  co v e re d  vase 
in  her righ t hand. T h e field o f  seal is p ow d ered  w ith  roses :

. . . OHIS . . A P I ...................... IRGO

3470. F a r n e ,  R i c h a r d  E d e n ,  m a s t e r  o f  . . L oc . x v i ,  4d  ; a . d .  1406. 
O val, 1" X J". Our L a d y  w ith  C h  ist standing in  a  ca n op ied  n iche.

O n  th e  dexter side is St. C u th bert w ith  crosier in  h is r ig h t h an d  
a n d  St. O sw ald 's  h ead  in  his l e f t ; on  the sinister is St. M ichael 
spearing th e  dragon .

LEG EN D  ILL E G IB LE .
3471. F i n c h a l e , 69 p r i o r  a n d  c o n v e n t  o f  . . M isc. 3378 ; a . d .  1278.

O val, i ¥ >  v e ry  im perfect. A  figure standing.
l e g e n d  d e s t r o y e d .

3 4 7 2 . F i n c h a l e ,70 J o h n , p r i o r  o f  . . . . . . .  . 4 -1 , Fine. 9 .
O val, v e ry  im perfect. A  standing figure in m on astic  h ab it h o ld in g  - 

a  b o o k  in  his le ft  hand.
LEG EN D  D EST R O Y E D .

3473. F i n c h a l e , 71 P e t e r ,  p r i o r  o f  . . . . . . . .  . . [G ].
O val, 1Y  X i£ " . T he p r ior  in  m on astic  h a b it  standing, b lessing ,

his crosier in. his le ft  h an d  : . . . .

. . . GILLUM PETRI S DE FINCHA . .

3474. F i n c h a l e , 72 R a l p h ,  p r i o r  o f  . . . . . . . 4-1, F ine. 13.
O val, 1 ¥  X i j " .  St. M ichael spearing th e  d rag on  :

*  ANGELICO S . . NO . . . ULTI CARMINA SIGNO

69 On the north bank of the Wear, about three miles from Durham, Ralph Flambard 
granted a hermitage here to St. Godric (De Vita et Miraculis S. Godrici Heremitae de 
Finchale, &c,, S.S. vol. 20), who'dedicated it to St. John Baptist. After St. Godric’s 
death, two Durham monks retired to his - hermitage, to whom bishop Hugh Puiset made 
a further grant. Henry Puiset was however the real founder of the priory when he 
transferred there the monks he had placed first at Haswell and then at the. New I lace 
upon Brun,- it then became a Benedictine priory subordinate to Durham. * The Priory 
of Finchale,’ S.S. 6 ; Rites, S.S. 107 passim; Mon. Ang. iv, 331 ; H.D. 11, 320.

70 He was prior towards end of 12th century. This charter is printed ‘ Priory of 
Finchale * (S.S. 6), p. 62. Seal engraved ibid, p. 63.

71 Peter does not appear in list of priors given in S.S. 6 nor in Mon. Ang. -
72 Prior about mid-thirteenth century. This charter is. printed and seal engraved S.'S. 

6, p. 67, . . . . . .



3475. F i n c h a l e , 73 T h o m a s  D a u t r e ,  p r i o r  o f  . . .  . 1-1, F ine. 13.
O va l, 1 "  X  f " .  A  d em i-figu re o f  a b ish op  blessing. B eneath  is 

th e  d em i-figu re o f  a  m on k  p ray in g  :

)Jt A V E  BEATI . . TO SOL TE MITE QUIETO

3476. F i n c h a l e , 74 R i c h a r d  B e l l ,  p rior  o f  . L oc . x v i ,  I2e ; a . d .  1464. 
O val, i i "  X .1". ' O ur L ord  on  the Cross w ith  figures o f St. C uthbert 

a n d  St. O sw ald  b en ea th  ; B e low  all is a figure o f  the p r ior  pray in g :

. s ’ S I ...................DEGR . . . SH MONACH . .

3 4 7 7 .' F o u n t a i n s ,  a b b e y  o f  7 5 ......................... 2-5, R eg. 4, 5 ; a . d .  1424.
.R ou n d , 2-1" . Our. L a d y  ro b e d  a n d  crow n ed , standing w ith  th e

C hrist ch ild  on  her le ft  arm . .On each  side are th ree kneeling 
figures in  m on a stic  h ab it , th e  u pper on e  on  th e  sinister side is 
th e  a b b o t  h old in g  his crosier. In  th e  upper part o f  th e  seal is  
th e  a b b e y  ch urch ; a n d  a b o v e  it on  th e  dexter is th e  m itred  h ead  
o f  an  a rch b ish op  w ith  his cross ; on  th e  sinister th e  m itred  h ead  
o f  an  a b b o t  w ith  his crosier d iv id ed  b y  th e  heads are th e  figures 
1410. T h e  field  o f  th e  seal is b ea u tifu lly  d iapered  w ith  fo liage  
a n d  roses ; th e  inner b ord er  o f  th e  leg en d  is cu sp ed  (D urham  
Seals, 62) : •

. . . ne .  a b fc a t t s  t c a n fe e n t f i% : Ire : f fa n t tb u s s  

S ecretu m , rou nd , A rm oria l, a .cross betw een  four lions ra m p a n t76 
(D u rh am  Seals, 62) :

i z n z ' t t i t i i z  . f c n t e s  . f c c m t n 0

73 a . d .  1405-1411. S.S. 6 ,  C X X X I I I -C L V .
74 a . d .  1457-1464. He was afterwards prior of Durham and later bishop of Carlisle 

(note 52) ; S.S. 6, cclxv. The seal is that ‘ quo utor in dicta cella.*
75 Yorkshire. A Cistercian abbey dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. It was 

colonised a.d. 1132 by thirteen monks from the Benedictine abbey of St. Mary, York, 
who left that abbey to adopt the stricter rule of St. Bernard. Thurstan, archbishop of 
York, granted them a site on the river Skell. ‘ Memorials of Fountains Abbey ’ (S.S. 
42 and 67) ; Mon. Ang. v/286 ; V.C.H. Yorks, hi, 134; Yorks. Arch. Journal xv, 269 ; 
also Record Series, xvii, 61. These charters are printed Scrip. Tres, pp. ccxii and
C C C C L V . *

75a Probably Thurstan of York and St. Bernard of Clervaux.
76 This, so far as device goes, is the same shield as that borne for the bishopric of Dur

ham, sometimes called the arms of St. Oswald. The same charges were used by the 
priory of Austin canons at Nostell (no. 35 31), near Pontefract, dedicated to St. Oswald 
and blasoned gules a cross between four lions rampant gold (Tonge’s Visit. S.S. 41, p. 78).



3478. F o u n t a i n s ,  W a l t e r , 76a a b b o t  o f '  . . M isc. 5883 a . d .  1329.
O val, i f " ,  v e ry  im p erfect. A  stan din g figure.

LEG EN D  D E ST R O Y E D .
3479. ' F r i a r s  M i n o r  i n  E n g l a n d  77 . M isc. 6 8 8 1 ; a . d .  1 4 3 4 ; 6 7 5 9 ;

a . d .  1438. 
O val, 2 j "  i f " .  T he m a rtyrd om  o f St, T h om a s o f  C a n te rb u r y .. 

B eneath  is th e  m inister p r a y in g .' A b o v e , in  co m p a rtm e n t o f 
tracery , is  the h ead  o f  O ur L o r d  (D urh am  Seals, 63) :

S’ M INIST . FR’M : M l’ ORV’ . P ’VICIE . ANGLIE

3480. G a r e n d o n ,  G e o f f r e y , 78 a b b o t  o f  . . . . . .  2-3, E b or . 14.
R ou n d , 2 j" .  Equestrian, th e  a b b o t  in  arm ou r h o ld in g  a sh ield  on  

h is le ft  arm  a n d  his crosier in  his rig h t h an d  :

*  SIGILLUM GALFRIDI ABATIS

The Benedictine abbey of Bardney, Lincolnshire, dedicated to SS. Peter, Paul and 
Oswald, where king Oswald’s body was first buried, bore the same shield with the same 
blason but made the cross paty {or flory). The form of cross usually attributed to St, 
Cuthbert, but there obviously used for Oswald. Visits. Line. 153; Seal’ B.M. 2582, 
.2586; E.H. 354. Though neither king Oswald nor St. Cuthbert had any direct connec
tion with Fountains, I cannot but think that there also this shield, though the blason is 
unknown, was intended to refer to them or to one of them. St. Cuthbert was at Ripon 
when the monastery was established, and his body rested there for some months 
during its wanderings ; many churches in the district are dedicated in his honour, and 
abbot Marmaduke Huby built his chapel at Winksley ‘ in honore Dei et Sancli 
Cuthberti et Oswaldi’ {‘ Memorials of Fountains,’ S.S. .42, p. 152 n.). He was abbot 
towards the end of the 15th century and this seal is of the same century. Azure three 
horseshoes gold is the shield given in Tonge’s Visit. (S.S. 41, p. 51 and note) ; see also 
‘ Herald and Genealogist,’ n, 459.

76a alter of Cokewald, a.d. 1316-1336 (V.C.H. Yorks, in, 138).
77 Called also Franciscans from their founder St. Francis of Assisi {a.d. 1209). They 

were also known as the Seraphic Order, Friars Minor or Minorites, because they held 
themselves inferior to other religious orders, and Grey Friars from the colour of their 
habit. Mon. Ang. vi, 1502 ; * The Friars and how they came to England.’ This seal is 
used a.d. 1434 by Thomas ‘ minister fratrum minorum in Anglia,’ and in a.d. 1438 by 
Richard, styled the same. S.B.M. 4440.

78 Leicestershire. A Cistercian abbey, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, founded 
a.d. i i33by Robert le Bossu, earl of Leicester, for monks from Waverley. Mon. Ang. v, 
328 ; Not. Mon. 237. This is the only ecclesiastical seal at Durham on which a dignitary of 
the church appears in warlike guise (always excepting the chancery seals of the bishops 
of Durham) though he modifies his arms of offence by brandishing a crosier instead of a 
sword. The date of the charter is about mid-twelfth century. The first witness is ‘ R 
comes Leicester,’ that is Robert le Bossu, a.d. 1118-1168, another witness is Richard,



3481. G u i s b o r o u g h , 79 p r i o r y  o f  . 3-8, Spec. 15 ; 2-1, E b or . 3, 9, 12 ;
a . d .  1199. 

O val, 2 ! "  X i f / '  A  fem ale figure (O ur L a d y ) in  con ven tu a l dress, 
seated  a t a lectern , reading  a  b o o k . A  star in  fron t (D urham  

Seals, 63) :

*  SIGILLUM . SANCTE . MARIE . DE GISEBURC 

S ecre tum , ova l, 1" X  f " .  A  b ird  :

*  SIGILLUM : SECRETI :

3482. G u i s b o r o u g h ,  p r i o r 80 o f  . . .  . L oc . X IX , 1 5 ; A .D . 1241. 
O val, i f " ,  im p erfect. Our L a d y  ro b e d  a n d  crow n ed , seated  w ith

th e  ch ild  C hrist o n  her knee. B en eath  is a  dem i-figure pray in g  : .

. . . G I L L ................ P ...................... N *: •

3483. G u i s b o r o u g h ,  p r i o r 81 o f .........................3-8, Spec. 1 4 ;  a . d .  1248
O val, im p erfect, X i f .  N o w  perish ed  (1915) :

................ A R I E ...................................
S ecre tum , ov a l, im p erfect, i f " .  D em i-figu re o f  Our L a d y  h old in g  

C h r is t : *
*  AVE MARIA G R A ........................DNS . TECU .

3484. G u i s b o r o u g h ,  J o h n , 82 p r i o r  o f  . M isc. 3 3 7 2 ; a . d .  1 3 5 3 ;
3 6 4 3 ; A .D . 1 3 5 7 ; 3 6 5 4 ; A .D . 1 3 5 9 ; 4011, 4012, 4444; a . d .
1357; 4 4 6 6 ; A .D . 1 3 4 8 ; 4746.

abbot of Leicester a . d . 1144-1167. Among the other witnesses, rather curiously, appear 
* E. u x o r e  G . f a b b a t i s  e t  G a u f r i d o  c l e r i c o  f i l i o  e j u s . 7 The arms attributed to .this abbey 
were g u l e s  a  c i n q u e f o i l  e r m i n e  a n d  a c r o s i e r  b e n d w a y s  g o l d , similar to the shield of Leicester 
abbey and both deriving from the shield of Robert fitz Pemell, earl of Leicester, a . d .

1191-1206. The document is printed S.S. 66, p. xvn, n o t e  1.
79 Cleveland, Yorkshire. A priory of Austin canons, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, founded c i r c a  a . d .  1119 by Robert Brus by the advice of pope Calixtus 11 and 
archbishop Thurstan. Gisebum was its usual name in the middle ages. Mon. Ang* 
vi, 265 ; V.C.H. Yorks, in, 208 ; ‘ Cart. Prior, de Gysebume,’ S.S. 86 and 89 ; Yorks. 
Arch. Socy. Record Series, xvn, 73. This seal is engraved V.C.H. i b i d . pi. 11 and is 
S.B.M. 3186. The arms of the priory were s i l v e r  a  l i o n  r a m p a n t  a z u r e  a n d  a  b e n d  g u l e s ,  

the differenced shield of its founder Brus. Tonge’s Visit. S.S. 41, p. 24.
80 John prior c i r c a  a . d . 1239-1255. V.C.H. Yorks, in* 212 ; S.S. 86, p. xxvn.
81 Same man and probably the same seal as preceding one but with s e c r e t u m .

82 John of Darlington, a . d . 1346-1364 { o p .  c i t . ) .



; O val, 2" X i i " .  T h e  A n n u n cia tion , G abriel h o ld s  a scro ll on  w hich  
is a v e  m a r i a  ; b e tw een  th e  figures is a  p o t  w ith  a li ly  in  it. 
B en eath  is a figure p ray in g . A b o v e  is a dem i-figure o f  G od  th e  
Father, b o th  hands ra ised  in  b en ed iction  :

S’ l O .......................... IGT . . PRIORIS DE G . . . URN

3485. G u i s b o r o u g h ,  J o h n , 83 p r i o r  o f  . . . M isc. 4752 ; a . d .  1433.
R ou n d , A rm orial, three leaves w ith  stalks :

*  S’ ......................TI DE . . . . . .  E

3486. G u i s b o r o u g h ,  s u b - p r i o r  o f  . . . 2-4, E b or . 3 0 ;  a . d .  1298.
O val, im p erfect. A  n im b ed  figure standing.

LEG EN D  D E ST R O Y E D .
3487. G u i s b o r o u g h ,  c e l l a r e r 84 o f  . . . M isc. 3 5 8 8 ; a . d .  1351.

O val, 1" X f " .  A n  arch b ish op , in  pa ll a n d  fu ll p on tifica ls , b lessing 
a kneeling figure, in  m on astic  h a b it , w h o  h o ld s  u p  in  b o th  hands 
a p o t , fro m  w hich  grow s a tw o -s ta lk ed  flow er. T h e  fie ld  o f  seal 
is p ow d ered  w ith  qu atre f oils (D urh am  Seals, 62).

NO  L EG EN D .
3488. G uiSB O R O U G H , P R O C T O R 85 OF THE PRIOR OF . M isc. 3820 ; A .D .

1362. 
O val, 1" X f " .  A  b ish op  standing, his righ t h an d  blessing, h is le ft  

h o ld in g  his crosier :

 ECCLIE DE . . . EDLING . . UN

3489. G o d s t o w , 86 a b b e y  o f ..............................................................1-5, E b or . 8, 9.
O val, 3J" X 2 ! "  dished: O uj L a d y  ro b e d  and  crow n ed  sea ted  on

a th ron e. St. Joh n  B a p tis t stands in  fron t o f  her, h o ld in g  in

83 Same man as preceding. In the charter he is styled collector of tenths within the 
archdeaconry of Cleveland and the seal that ‘ quo utimur in hac parte.'

84 Styled brother Robert of Couton, cellarer of * Gisseburne.*
85 Used by Roger of Merrington, styled proctor of the prior and convent of * Gysebum.’
86 Oxfordshire. An abbey of Benedictine nuns, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

and St. John Baptist, founded circa a . d . 1 1 3 3  by Edith,' widow of Sir John Launcelene, 
upon a site given by Sir John St. John. Mon. Ang. iv, 3 5 7  Not. Mon. 4 2 2  ; Visits. 
Line. app. 1, p. 1 5 6  ; V.C.H. Oxford n, 7 1 .  The seal is S.B.M. 3 2 0 9 .  The device of the 
seal represents the two patron saints of the abbey with the. first abbess and founder 
(Edith) kneeling in base. It is here used by Mabel, styled abbess of “ Godestowe *—  
Mabel la Wafre circa a . d . 1 2 8 3 - 1 2 9 5 .  This seal is engraved pi. 1 * Some Durham College 
Rolls/ by Rev. H. E. D. Blakiston.



his r ig h t h an d  th e  H o ly  L am b , a n d  in  h is le ft a .scroll in scribed  : 
e c c e  a g n v s  d e i .  A  kneeling figure p ra y s  t o  her, ov er  w hose 
h ead  is e d i v a  :

SIGILLUM SCE MARIE ET SCI IOHIS BAPTISTE GODE- 

STOENS' ECCLTe  .

3490. H a r t l e p o o L ,  w a r d e n  o f  t h e  F r i a r s  M i n o r  87 o f  . M isc. 6859* ;
a .d .  1479.

O val, 2 \ "  X i j " .  T w o  figures standing under canopies, the dexter 
w earing a m itre  a n d  h o ld in g  a c r o s ie r ; th e  sinister n im bed  and  
b lessing  ; in  h is le ft  h an d  he h o ld s  a cross. B en eath  is a figure 
o f  th e  w arden  p a ry in g  :

s . g a r f i t a n t  f r a t r u m  m t n o r u  f j e r t ip o t

3491. H e a l a u g h  P a r k ,88 p r i o r y  o f  . . 2 -11, Spec. 7 ;  M isc. 2059.
O val, 2 1"  X i f " .  A  figure in  m on astic h ab it , h o ld in g  a  b o o k  to  

h is b reast w ith  b o th  hands :

*  SIGILL . SANCTI IOHIS : DE : PAR . .

3492.. H e x h a m ,89 p r i o r y  o f  . . 2-3, P on t. 1 6 ; a .d .  1 3 7 8 ; M isc. 6 5 6 5 ;
6565* ; a .d .  1356.

O val, 2 1"  X i j " .  - A  figure standing h o ld in g  a scroll w ith  b o th  
hands, u p on  it . . . . . .  ? b en eath  th e  ends o f  the scroll is a 
c ross. O n th e  flat edg ing is c a r t

...................... CLESI . . . HAGUS . . . .

87 Co. Durham. A house of Franciscan or Grey Friars, founded by Robert Brus 
before a.d. 1258. Mon. Ang, vi, 1129; H.D. iii, 33 ; S.D. 111, 119. The seal is here 
used by ' frater Willelmus guar dianus et servus fratrum minorum Hertelpulisi.*

88 Yorkshire. (The Ainsty) Gilbert, a monk of Marmoutier built a hermitage and church 
here, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. John the Evangelist, upon a site 
granted to him by Bertram. Haget, about the middle of the twelfth century. Jordan 
of St. Mary and Alice his wife, a grand-daughter of the founder, established there a priory 
of Austin canons circa a.d. 1218. Mon. Ang. vi, 437 ; Not. Mon. 680 ; V.C.H. Yorks. 
iii, 216 ; Yorks. Arch. Socy. Record Series, xvii, 89. The seal is used by ‘ Henricus 
prior de Parco de Helaghe/  probably Henry of Quetelay, who occurs as prior a.d. 1264.

89 Northumberland. Founded by St. Wilfrid, circa-a.d. 674, dedicated to St. Andrew. 
Henry 1 granted Hexhamshire to the church of York, and archbishop Thomas 11, circa 
a.d. 1113, placed there a priory of Austin canons; Mon. Ang. vi, 179 ; N.C.H. 111, 177 ; 
* Priory of Hexham/ S.S. 44 and 46 ; * Priory Church of St. Andrew, Hexham/ by 
C. C. Hodges. , . . . .  -



3493. H e x h a m , 90 p r i o r y ,  o f  . . . .  . , 3-7, Spec. 2 5 ;  a . d .  1312.
O val, r f "  x  i j " .  St. A n drew  on  his cross a b o v e  h im  is th e  h an d  

o f  G od  blessing ; on  each  side o f  him  is a stan din g figure nailing 
h im  t o  th e  cross (?)

I* SIGILl/ P R ....................... ILDESHAM

3494. H e x h a m ,  A l e x a n d e r 91 p r i o r  o f  . . M is c .;  a . d .  4355, 1380. 
O val, v e ry  im p erfect. A  n im b ed  and  b ea rd ed  figure stan din g in

a n iche o f  r ich  tabern acle  w ork , his r igh t h an d  blessing, his le ft  
h o ld in g  a  b ook , t o  his breast.

LEG EN D  D EST R O Y E D .
3495. H o l y  I s l a n d , 92 W i l l i a m  o f  A s l a k b y ,  p r i o r  o f  . M isc. 5184. 

O val, i f "  x  i j " .  T h e  seal o f  the offic ia lity  o f  th e  a rch d ea con  o f 
D urham . See no. 3263 and  p i. no. 60.

3496. H o l y  I s l a n d ,  T h o m a s  W a r d e , 93 p r i o r  o f  . M isc. 5 1 8 7 ; a . d .

1448.
O val, i f "  X, 1". Our L a d y  rob ed  and  crow n ed  seated. B en eath  

in  a can op ied  n iche is a  figure standing, h o ld in g  a cross in  a circ le . 
B eneath  is th e  h alf figure o f  th e  p r ior  p ray in g  : ' '

XPE . CARENS . PI . . . PRECE ME . SALVA . . . ITINE
3497. H o l y  I s l a n d ,  J o h n  M i d d l e h a m , 94 p r i o r  o f  . M isc. 5 7 8 5 ;

a . d .  1464. 
R o u n d  signet, A n  eagle w ith  raised w ings on  a scro ll a b o v e  

it m t fe e llja tn .
3498. H o l y s t o n e / 3 p r i o r y  o f .................................... M isc. 6576 ; a . d .  1432.

O val, 2 1'' X i£ ". Our L a d y  seated h old in g C h r is t :

SIG I . . . . .  E . M ........................... AN

"Seal engraved * Priory of Hexham/ S.S. 44 , p. c x l .

91 Alexander of Marton, prior a . d .  1367, circa 1397. ‘ Priory of Hexham/ S.S. 44,
p. clxvii, engraved ibid. clxix.

92 The monastery of Lindisfame was founded by St. Os’win, a . d .  635 (Sym. 1, 19, Rolls). 
It was completely destroyed by the Danes a . d .  793 (Sym, 1, 51). William of Saint- 
Calais made Lindisfame (Holy Island) part of the endowment of Durham and a priory 
of Benedictine monks subordinate to Durham was established there circa a . d .  1093. 
Mon. Ang. iv, 687 ; R.N.D. 73, charters are printed ibid. pp. 115-122. This seal is used 
by William of Aslakby, who was prior a . d .  1395.

"Prior a.d. 1448 .. (R.N.D. 82).
94 Prior A.D: 1458 (ibid. ) ; see seal 1779 in this catalogue.
95 Upper Coquetdale, Northumberland. A priory of Benedictine nuns, founded to



3499. J e r v a u l x , 96 a b b e y  o f .........................1-1, E bor. 2 4 ;  a . d .  1443.
O val, 2 § "  X  i f " .  O ur L a d y , ro b e d  a n d  crow n ed , seated, h o ld in g  

th e  ch ild  Christ. B en eath  in  a crock eted  niche, standing in 
m ass vestm en ts , is  th e  abb ot, h o ld in g  his crosier in  h is righ t han d 
a n d  a b o o k  in  h is l e f t ; on  each  side o f  h im , in  a sm aller n iche, 
stan ds a  m on k  in  surplice a n d  h o o d  (D urh am  Seals, 63) :

s'ABBATIS : ET : CONVENTUS : BEATE ! MARIE : DE : IORE- 
VALLE

S e c re tu m , ova l, x  J". T w o  crosier heads, w ith  im pression  o f 
th u m b  b etw een  (D urh am  Seals, 63) :

9 I C O N T ....................LLIS *  C O N T ................ LLIS

3500. J a r r o w , 97 m a s t e r  o f  t h e  c e l l  o f  . . M isc. 5383 ; a . d .  1341.
O val, § " X f " .  St. Catherine h o ld in g  her w heel, standing in  an 

e ig h t-fo iled  flow er. T h e  field  o f  th e  seal is d iapered w ith  a floral 
p a ttern .

NO L E G E N D .
wards the end of twelfth century by — Umfraville of Harbottle. This deed names 
Catherine Moll as prioress in succession to Joan Bagot. Mon. Ang. iv, 196. See also 
* Upper Coquetdale/ by D. D. Dixon.

96 Yorkshire. A Cistercian abbey dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, founded a . d .  

1145 by Akary fitz Bardolf (ancestor of the lords Fitz Hugh), who granted a site at Fors 
near Askrigg to Peter de Quiney, a monk of the order of Savigny, one of the reformed 
Benedictine orders ; very shortly afterwards the convent became subject to the Cis
tercian house of Byland. In 1156 the abbey was translated to a new site on the banks 
of the Ure, hence its name. Mon. Ang. v, 567 ; V.C.H. Yorks, in, 138 ; Yorks. Arch. 
Journal, xxi, 301 ; ibid, Record Series, xvn, 92 ; Tonge (S.S. 41), p. 45, gives the arms 
of the abbey. Quarterly, 1, gold three water bougets sable ; Ros. 11, Barry silver and azure 
a border engrailed sable; .Parr, in, Azure three braced chevrons and a chief gold; Fitzhugh 
iv, Vair a fess gules, Marmion ; being the arms of Sir Thomas Parr, who married the 
heiress of the last lord Fitzhugh. It would appear very doubtful if the abbey ever 
used such arms. A seal in the B.M. (no. 3315), gives the undifEerenced arms of Fitz 
Hugh azure three braced chevrons and a chief gold on the dexter side of the seal and a shield 
bearing a saltire on the sinister. S.B.M. 3316 has Fitzhugh on the dexter; the sinister 
shield is missing, and in base a shield bearing three bars, probably the personal shield 
of the abbot.

97 Durham. The ancient monastery here, dedicated to St. Paul and founded by 
Benedict Biscop, circa a . d .  684, was destroyed by the Danes a . d .  870, and again by the 
Conqueror a . d .  1070. Shortly after this date Aldwin, a monk of Winchcombe, with 
two companions from Evesham, settled here under the patronage of bishop Walcher 
(Sym. 1, 9). In a . d .  1083 the monks, then at Jarrow, were removed by bishop William



3501. K i r k h a m , 98 p r i o r y  o f  . 1-2, Spec. 13, 2 4 ;  a . d .  1 2 5 3 ; 3-2,
Spec. 6, 13. 

O val, 2 f "  X i f " ,  d ished. O u r L o r d  seated, w ith  cru ciferou s n im bus, 
his righ t h an d  blessing, h is le ft  h o ld in g  a b o o k  :

: SIGILLUM SANCTE TRINITATIS DE CHIRCHAM

S e c r e t u m ...........................................................................t o  1-2, Spec. 24.
R ou n d , 1 Ant i que  gem , tw o  fem ale figures :

SINGNUM SERVI DEI :
3502. K i r k h a m ,  p r i o r  o f  . M isc. 4149, 4366 ; a . d .  1330 ; 4780 ; a . d .  

1332. 
O val, 1" X  T h e  h ead  o f  Our L o r d  w ith  cru ciferou s  n im bus :

*  S’ SUB *........................................STAR .

3503. K i r k h a m ,  p r i o r  a n d  c o n v e n t  o f  . . M isc. 4632 ; a . d .  1334. 
O val, Y  X |". O ur L a d y  standing, h o ld in g  th e  ch ild  C h r is t100:

*  MATER. DEI MEMENTO MEI

3504. K i r k h a m , 101 p r i o r  o f  . M isc. 3449, 3564> 3878> 4783> 5 °9 2 , 
5 0 9 7 ; a . d .  1336-93* 

O val, 2 X  i i " .  Our L ord , w ith  cru ciferou s n im bus, sea ted  in  
a ca n op ied  niche, b lessing, and  h old in g  a b o o k  in  his le ft  h and.

of Saint-Calais, to Durham, after which Jarrow became a cell subordinate to Durham. 
Mon. Ang. 1, 502 ; Not. Mon. 111 ; H.D. n, 470 ; S.D. 11, 66 ; see also * Acct. Rolls of 
Jarrow and Monkwearmouth,’ S.S. 29. This seal is used by John of Beverley, styled 
* magister cellae de Jarrow

98 East Riding of Yorkshire.- A priory of Austin canons dedicated to the Holy Trinity, 
founded circa a.d. 1121 by Walter Espec. Mon: Ang. vi, 207 ; V.C.H. Yorks. 111, 219 ;
‘ Chartulary of Rievaulx,’ S.S. 83, intro. ; Yorks. Arch. Socy. Record Series xvn, 101. 
This seal is engraved V.C.H. Yorks, m, pi. facing p. 212. It is used here by A. prior,, 
probably Andrew, prior at the beginning of tbe thirteenth century.

99 Seal used as sub-collector of tenths. Robert of Wilton was then prior.
100 Seal used by the prior and convent as collectors of the annual tenths 1 sigillum quo 

utimur in hac parte.’
101 The roses on this seal refer to the founder Walter Espec, who bore on his shield 

gules three roses silver, the water bougets are from the shield of Ros of Hamlake, who 
bore gules three bougets silver. Peter of Ros (ob. a . d .  1157) married Atheline youngest 
daughter and co-heiress of Walter Espec. * Hist. Peerage,’ 178. On the origin of this 
shield see Arch. 'Ael. 3rd ser. 111, 277- Tonge (S.S. 41) gives for the arms of the priory 
gules three bougets silver and a prior’s staff palewaysj that is the differenced shield of Ros. 
of Hamlake. See also East Riding Soc. Trans, viii, p. 1.



B eneath  is a dem i-figure of the prior praying, a water bouget in  
fron t, and behind  h im , on each side of the canopy, is a water
b o u g e t  b e tw een  tw o  roses.*

SIGILLUM . . PRIORIS DE KIRKEHAM

3505. K i r k h a m ,  p r i o r y  o f ..................................... M isc. 3802 a . d .  1357.
O val, v e ry  im p erfe ct a n d  u ndecipherable. A  n im b ed  figure stan d 

ing, h o ld in g  u p  b o th  hands :

. . . . ER COE ..........................................

3506. K i r k h a m ,  p r i o r y  o f  . M isc. 4841 ; a . d .  1434 ; 4397 ; a . d .  1440. 
O val, i f "  X i f " .  O ur L ord  standing, beneath  a ca n op y , b lessing  :

S ' ............................ DE KYRKHAM

3507. K i r k s t e a d , 10* a b b e y  o f  . . . .  . .3 -3 , E b or . 45 ; a . d .  1526
O val, 2 f "  X i f " .  O ur L a d y  w ith  Christ seated  in  a n iche, w ith  

crock e ts  a n d  fin ials ; on  th e  dexter side is a shield o f arm s cheeky  
a c h ie f e rm in e , on  th e  sinister a like  shield, a cross m o lin e . A b o v e  
th e  d ex ter  sh ield  is S, a b o v e  th e  sinister K . B eneath, in  th e  
cen tre , is th e  a b b o t  w ith  crosier p r a y in g ; on  each  side o f  h im  
is a p ra y in g  m on k  (D urh am  Seals, 65) :

SIG ILLU' COM’ UN E ABBATIS ET CONVENTUS SCE MARIE  

DE K YR K ESTED E

3508. L a n e r c o s t , 103 p r i o r y  o f  . . . 1-2, Spec. 2 6 ;  . a . d .  1 3 1 0 ; 28.
O val, 2 f "  X  i f " .  A  ro b e d  standing figure o f  St. M ary M agdalene, 

h o ld in g  a p a lm  b ra n ch  m  her r ig h t h an d  a n d  a  p o t  o f o in tm en t

102 Lincolnshire. A Cistercian abbey dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, founded 
by Hugh Breton, son of Eudes, lord of Tattershall, colonised from Fountains. Mon. 
Ang.* v, 416 ; Visits. Line. 158 ; V.C.H. Line. 11, 135. The shield on the dexter is that 
of Tattershall, blasoned cheeky gold and gules a chief ermine (see no. 2388 in this catalogue 
and note 7). That on the sinister is, I suppose, either for Bek or Willoughby, both fami-

• lies were large benefactors to the abbey. See Coll. Top. et Gen. iv, 33, and pedigree, 
p. 342. This seal is used by Richard abbot, probably Richard Harrison, the last abbot, 
the seal is much earlier, probablyearly 14th century.. It is illustrated V.C.H. Line, n, 
pi. facing p. 104. E.H. gives for the arms of the abbey three crowns, quoting seal B.M. 
no. 3377*

103 Cumberland. A priory of Austin canons, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene, founded 
by Robert de Vaux, lord of Gilsland, a . d .  1169. Mon. Ang. vi, 236 ; Not. Mon. 77 ; 
V.C.H. Cumb. 11, pi. facing p. 130. S.D. seals, pi. x i i ,  no. 7. Document,is printed 
Hodgson’s * Northumberland,’ pt. 3, vol. 11, p. 54.



in  her le ft. A b o v e  her r igh t shou lder is a crescent, a b o v e  her 
le ft  a star. T h e  field  o f th e  seal is p ow d ered  w ith  roses (D urham  
Seals, 65) :

.................... ....................MARIE MAGDALENE DE LANRECOS :
3509. L i n c o l n , 104 p r i o r  o f  S t. K a t h e r i n e ’s  o f  . M isc. 4331 ; a . d ,  

1293-
O val, i j "  x  f " .  A  dem i-figure o f Our L a d y  seated, h o ld in g  Christ. 

On th e  d exter is a dem i-figure o f  a b ish op  h old in g  cross in  righ t 
h an d  ; on  th e  sinister is  a b ish o p  h old in g  a crosier. B en eath  is 
the p r io r  p ray in g  ;

HIS SIT SALVA . . . .  SUI . . . . .  NIS .
35x0. L y t h a m , 106 J o h n ,  p r i o r  o f  . . . .  3 - 4 , E b o r , 3 0 ;  a . d .  2366.

O val, i j "  X 1". St. Catherine, -hold ing her w heel, stan din g in 
e labora te  tracery . A b o v e  her O ur L a d y  sea ted  w ith  Christ. 
B en eath  a dem i-figure o f  the prior pray ing :

L EG EN D  ILLEG IBLE.
3511. L y t h a m ,  J o h n  B a r l a y ,  p r i o r  o f  . L oc . x x x v i i ,  84 ; a . d .  1448. 

O val, i^ "  X Our L a d y  ro b e d  a n d  crow n ed , stan din g in  a 
ca n op ied  niche, h o ld in g  th e  ch ild  Christ. . In  a n iche  on  th e  
d exter side is St. O sw ald, on  th e  sinister St. C uthbert. B eneath  
is th e  p r ior  pray ing  106:

S’ lOHIS . . . E R E M .......................   .

3512. L y t h a m ,  W i l l i a m  B i r d e n ,  p r i o r  o f  . L oc . x v i ,  i4 d  ; a . d .  1483. 
R ou n d , ± ". A n  indeterm inate  d ev ice  ; it  lo o k s  lik e  a fish passing 

th rou g h  th e  letter  T .
LEG EN D  ILLEG IBLE.

3513. M a lm e s b u r y ,10? PRIOR OF . . . . 2-2-4, E b or. 75 ; a .d . 1274.

104 A priory'of Gilbertine canons, dedicated to St. Catherine, founded c i r c a  a . d .  1148 
by Robert of Chesney, bishop of Lincoln, The seal is here used by G. (Gilbert), styled 
prior of St. Katherine's outside Lincoln. Mon. Ang. vi, 968 ; Visits. Line. 166 ; V.C.H. 
Line, n, 188 ; Assoc. Arch. Soc. x x v i i ,  264.

105 Lancashire. A cell subordinate to Durham, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and St. Cuthbert, founded by Richard Fitz Roger, lord of Woodplumpton (see no. 2110 
amd note 203 in this catalogue). Mon. Ang. iv, 281 ; V.C.H. Lane. 111, 53 ; and vu, 114.

106 Styled * sigillum quo utor in prioratu.*
. 107 Wiltshire. A Benedictine abbey dedicated at first to SS. Peter and Paul, after
wards to the Blessed Virgin Mary and St, Aldhelm. Maildulph, an Irish monk, built a



O val, i  ¥  X  i " .  D em i-figu re o f  O ur L a d y , w ith  C h r is t ; seated on  
each  side o f  her is an  angel censing. B eneath  is the p r ior  pray in g  :

. . . LAMAMRIA DEI SIS MEMOR ORO MEI
3514. M a l t o n , 108 p r i o r  o f  . .   (R eferen ce  lost).

O val, 11" X 1". A n tiq u e  gem , a nude figure :

SIGILLUM SECRETI
3515. M a r t o n , 109 H e n r y ,  p r i o r  o f ................................................1-2, Spec. 13.

O val, 1 J" X 1 T h e  prior standing, in m on astic  garb, b o th  his 
h an d s h eld  in  fro n t  o f  his b r e a s t :

>$< SIGIL' HENRICI PRIORIS DE MARTU . . .
3516. M e a i j x , 110 a b b o t  o f ..................................... 2 -1 , E b or . 8 ; a . d .  1199-

O val, i| "  X 1". A  h an d  issuing fro m  th e  dex ter  h old in g  a crosier :

'SIGILL ABBATIS ^  DE : MELSA O

hermitage near the later abbey and formed the beginnings of the monastery of which 
his pupil Aldhelm was the first abbot c i r c a  a . d .  675- The monastery was rebuilt and 
endowed by Aethelstan, and Edgar replaced the canons by Benedictine monks. Mon. 
Ang. 1, 253 ; Not. Mon. 590 ; * R e g i s t r u m  M a l m e s b u r i e n s e  * (Rolls Series); Trans. Bristol 
and Gloue. Soc. xvi, 6, and ‘ Archaeologia,* vol. l x i v ,  pp. 399-436.

108 North Riding, Yorkshire. A Gilbertine priory, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, founded by Eustace son of John a . d .  1150. Mon. Ang. v i ,  970 ; Not. Mon. 662 ; 
V.C.H. Yorks, h i ,  253 ; Yorks. Arch. Socy. Record Series x v i i ,  1x9. Tonge (41 S.S. 
p. 66), gives under this priory * the arms of the Gilberdines,’ h a r r y  s i l v e r  a n d  g u l e s  a  p r i o r * s  

s t a f f  b e n d w a y s  s i n i s t e r  g o l d . These are the arms of the mother house of Sempringham 
and are doubtless derived from the shield of Gilbert of Gaunt { b a r r y  g o l d  a n d  a z u r e  a  b e n d  

g u l e s )  the feudal owner of that place, under whom Joceline of Sempringham, the father 
of St. Gilbert, held his land. See also E.H. 422 and ‘ Herald and Genealogist,* n, 345.

109 North Riding, Yorkshire. A priory of Austin canons, dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, founded by Bertram Bulmer in the time of Stephen. Mon. Ang. vi, 197 ; 
Not. Mon. 670 ; V.C.H. Yorks, in, 223 ; Yorks. Arch. Socy. Record Series x v i i ,  128. 
The seal is that of Henry of Melkingthorpe, prior a . d .  1318-1321. S.B.M. 3621. Tonge 
gives the later arms of Bulmer for the priory g u l e s  b i U e t y  a n d  a  l i o n  r a m p a n t  g o l d . S.S. 
41, p. 18.

110 East Riding, Yorkshire. A Cistercian abbey, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
founded by William le Gros, count of Aumarle, lord of Holderness, a . d .  1150, Mon. Ang. 
v, 388; Not. Mon. 661; Yorks. Arch. Socy. Record Series xvii, 131.; V.C.H. Yorks. 
i i i ,  146 ; Chronicon de Melsa, 3 vols. (Rolls Series) ; Trans. East Riding Arch.. Soc. 1. 
The shield blasoned for the abbey is g u l e s  a  c r o s s  p a t o n c e  v a i r  b e t w e e n  f o u r  m a r t l e t s  s i l v e r  

that is the differenced shield of the counts of Aumarle. In Glover’s roll of Henry in * L e  

C o n t e  d* A u m a r l e  * bears ‘ d e  g o u l e s  o u  u n g  c r o i z  p a t e  d e  v e r r e *  The seal is here used by 
Alexander, abbot a .d. 1197-1210,



3517. M e a u x ,  ABBOT 110a O F ...............................L o c . I l l ,  2 2 ;  A .D . 1247.
O val, 1i "  X 1". T h e  a b b o t  standing, in  m ass vestm en ts  a n d  

h o ld in g  crosier, his le ft  h an d h old s  a b o o k  t o  his breast. O n 
each  side is a crescen t a n d  star :

. IGILLUM I ABBA . . . . E MELSA

3518. N e a s h a m , 111 c o n v e n t  o f  . . . . M isc. 6692 ; a . d .  1429.
O val, 2", v e ry  im perfect. A  crow n ed  figure seated  (ap paren tly  

O ur L a d y  and  Christ).
LEG EN D  D EST R O Y E D .

3519. N e w b o t t l e .  (See S cottish  M onasteries p o s t).
3520. N e w b u r g h , 112 B e r n a r d ,  p r i o r  o f  . . 2-1, E b or . 8 ; a . d .  1199.

O val, Y  X f" .  A n tiqu e  gem , V ic to ry  :

I* SIGILLUM SECRETI

3521. N e w b u r g h ,  B e r n a r d ,  p r i o r  o f .............................. M isc. 1226, 1227.
O val, i f "  X 1". A  rob ed  figure, seated, h o ld in g  a  pen  (?) in  his 

r igh t h an d  and  a b o o k  in  h is l e f t :

BERNARD, . PRIOR D : NOVOBURG :

3522. N e w b u r g h , 113 p r i o r  o f ................................M isc. 5 1 5 9 ; a . d ,  1283.
O val, Y  X f " .  D em i-figure o f the p r ior  p ray in g  :

DEUM TIME ET F . . .

3523. N e w c a s t l e - u p o n - T y n e , 114 p r i o r y  o f  S t .  B a r t h o l o m e w  o f  . .
............................... 1-1, Spec. 9 9 ;  2-3, Spec. 4 9 ;  a . d .  1448.

liOft used by Michael Brun, abbot a . d .  1235-1249. V.C.H. Yorks, in, 149.
111 Co. Durham. A convent of Benedictine nuns, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

probably founded by Emma de Teisa, ancestor of the lords of Grey stoke in the time of 
Henry 11. Mon. Ang. iv, 548 ; Not. Mon. 394 ; Arch. Ael. 2nd ser. xvi, 268.

112 North Riding, Yorkshire. A priory of Austin canons, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, founded by Roger Mowbray, a . d .  1145. Mon. Ang. vi, 317; Not. Mon. 658; 
V.C.H. Yorks, 111, 226 ; Yorks. Arch. Socy. Record Series x v i i ,  145. Tonge (41 S.S. 
p. 19), gives for its arms the differenced shield of Mowbray—gules a Hon rampant gold 
and a prior's staff bendways sinister gold.

113 Used by the prior as collector of tenths for the king.
114 A priory of Benedictine nuns dedicated to St. Bartholomew the apostle. The 

founder is uncertain, but it was in existence before a . d .  1086. Mon. Ang. iv, 484 ; Not. 
Mon. 391 ; * History of Newcastle/ Bourne, p. 48 ; ditto, Brand, vol. 1, p. 200 ; Arch. Ael. 
2 ser., xv, pp. 179-180.



. Oval, 2 X 11". . A  nim bed figure standing, the right hand blessing, 
the left holding a knife (?) 115

L E G E N D  D E S T R O Y E D ,

3524. N e w c a s t l e - u p o n - T y n e ,116 S t .  M i c h a e l  o f  t h e  W a l l  K n o l l  o f
................................... ............................ Misc. 6859 ; a .d .  1438.

Round, i j " .  Our L ord  enthroned, with both  hands raised. In 
the field on his right is a cross paty, on his left a crescent enclosing 
a star. In  the field five roses (Durham Seals, 63) :

. . . . n t  : mfclji* . b fijall . . *
3525. N e w m i n s t e r ,117 a b b e y  o f  . 1-3, Pont. 5 ; a .d . 1333 ; 2-3, Pont.

1 0 ; A .D ; 1349 ; 4 -2> Spec. 35 ; A .D . 1334. 
Oval, 2§" X i f " .  Our Lady, robed and crowned, seated in  a 

canopied niche, holding the child Christ. On each side is a 
crescent enclosing a star with a fleur de lys above. Below  the 
pedim ent of the niche is a v e  m a r ia . Beneath is a tonsured 
demi-figure of the abbot praying and holding his crosier ; behind 
his head a star (Durham Seals, 65) :

S C O E  : A B B I S  : E T '  C O V E T U S  : S C E  M A R I E  I D E  N O V O  : 

M O N A S T E R IO

3526. N e w m i n s t e r ,  R o b e r t ,118 a b b o t  o f  . 1-1, Arch. Dunelm. 1 ;

a .d . 1 1 4 7 .
Oval, 1 X f" . A  hand issuing from  the dexter holding a crosier : 

>$< S I G N U M  A B B I S  D E  N O V O  M O N A S T E  . .

115 This is the com m on seal of the priory and represents St. Bartholom ew  holding a 
flaying knife, the instrum ent of his m artyrdom , in his hand. The legend as given in 
M on. A n g. iv , 487 reads :— sigillum monialium sancti batholomei in novo castro. 
The seal is here used b y  Sibyl G ategang, styled prioress of the nunnery of St. Bartholom ew  
of N ew castle-u pon -T yne. The deed nam es Richard of Em eldon chief bailiff, John of 
D enton , Gilbert H au k yn , H ugh of H echam  and Richard Scot sub-bailiffs.

116 The house on the W a ll K noll in Pandon originally belonged to the Carmelites or 
W h ite  Friars. In a.d. 1360 W illia m  Acton founded there a house of Trinitarian or 
M athurin Friars or m ore fu lly  friars of the order of the H oly  T rin ity  for the Redem ption  
of Captives. Mon. A n g. v i, 1563, ^575 ; N ot. Mon, 398 ; B ourne’s N ew castle, p. 141, 
charter printed ibid. appendix ; B rand ’s N ew castle, 1, 61, and 400.

117 N orthum berland. A  Cistercian abbey, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin M ary, 
founded b y  R alph de M erlay, a.d. 1138, colonised b y  m onks from  Fountains. Mon. 
Ang. v , 3 9 8 ;  N ot. M on. 3 9 2 ;  * The N ew m inster Chartulary,* S .S . 6 6 ;  Arch. Ael. 3rd 
ser. xii, 206. T h is seal is engraved S .S . 66, frontispiece, no. 3 S .B .M . 3726.

118 St. R obert, the leader of the m onks from  Fountains. See Arch. Ael. 3rd ser. x n ,  
2 0 8  ; S .S . 66, p. x  ; seal engraved ibid. pi. no. 1,



A b b o t s  Of  n e W m i n s t e r , & c .

3527. N e w m i n s t e r ,119 a b b o t  o f  . Loc. 111, 22 ; a .d .  1247.
Oval, x  1", imperfect. A  figure in  mass vestm ents standing 

blessing, his crosier in  his le ft hand (head destroyed) :
. . . .  L U M  A B ......................V I  M O N  . . . .

3528. N e w m i n s t e r ,  J o h n ,120 a b b o t  o f  . Misc. 4152, 4208, 4345, 4175,
4 3 5 2 ,4 7 5 5 .4 7 5 8 ,5 9 9 9 ,4 2 1 4 .4 3 0 3 .4 3 3 2 .4 3 4 5 .4 3 6 2 ,4 9 4 3 . 
49511 5031. 5393 ; a.d. 1303- 1312.

Round, 1". ■ A  head with long curling hair and a beard. On the 
dexter side N, on the sinister M (Durham Seals, 62) :

I O H A N N E S  . E S T  N O M E N  E l ’ :
3529. N e w m i n s t e r ,  J o h n ,121 a b b o t  o f  . Misc. 4349, 4375 ; a .d .  1311. 

Oval, i| " x  ¥• A n -arm  with loose sleeve, the hand holding a 
y crosier, a crescent with a star above it, iii the field :

*  S E C R E T U M  : A B B A T I S  : N O V I  : M O N A S T E R II

3530. N e w m i n s t e r ,  W ., a b b o t 122 o f  . 2-1, Ebor. 10; 1 1 ; 3-6, Spec.
37 ; Misc. 1318. *

Oval, i f "  X i i " .  A  figure vested in alb, tunic, chasuble and low  
mitre standing, his right hand holding a fleur de lys, his left 
holding his crosier :

■ *  'S I G I L L U M  A B B A T I S  N O V I  M O N A S T E R II

3531. N o s t e l l , 123 p r i o r  o f ......................................................... Loc. x x v , 84.
Octagonal signet, V , very.indistinct.

119 Stephen of E ston  was then abbot {Arch. Ael. op. cit. 217).
120 John of W helpington. The seal is that he uses as collector of the tithes of D urham  

for the church of R om e. Engraved S .S . 66 frontispiece no. 2. I t  represents the head  
of John B aptist.

121 The sam e m an as no. 3528. H e is here styled  collector of the tithes of D urham  
for the H o ly  Land. In B .M . this seal is used as secretum to the com m on seal of the abbey.

122 The date is 14th century, but which abbot is uncertain. Engraved S .S . 60 frontis
piece no. 4 ; ‘ Finchale P r io r y / S .S . 6, p. 19.

123 W est Riding, Yorkshire. A  priory of Austin canons dedicated to St. Oswald,- said  
to have been founded b y  Ilbert de L acy in the tim e of R ufus, but m ore probably b y  his 
son Robert in the reign of H enry 1 when Thurstan was archbishop. M on. A n g . v i, 89 ; 
N ot. Mon. 645 ; V .C .H . Y orks, h i, 231. T h is seal is used b y  John, styled  prior of the 
m onastery of St. Oswald of Nostell, that is John of H em ingbrough prior towards the end  
of 14th century. The arm s given b y  Tonge (S .S . 41, p. 78) are those attributed to St. 
Oswald but differenced in colour from  the D urham  shield, they are blasoned gules a cross 
between four lions rampant gold. See also seals in B .M . and note in 41 S .S . p . 78 and note 
76 in this catalogue.



3532. O S E N E Y ,124 A B B E Y  O F . . I-5, Ebor. I I ,  13, 37, 3 8 ; A .D . 1326.
Oval, 31" X 2¥ '  Our Lady, robed and crowned, holding the child 

Christ, seated in  a canopied niche with buttresses, crockets and 
spires. Beneath is an  ox  standing, above it on plinth o f niche 
d e  o x o n i a  (Durham  Seals, 65) :

S I G I L L U M  A B B A T I S  E T  C O N V E N T U S  E C C L E S I E  S A N C T E  

M A R I E  D E  O S E N E Y A

3533; O x f o r d ,  p r i o r y  o f  St. F r i d e s w i d e  123 o f  . . . 1-5, Ebor. 17.
Oval, 3 I" X 2 j" . A  figure of St. Frideswide robed and with mantle 

over shoulders, seated under a round-headed arch, above which 
are three towers. She holds a lily  in right hand and a book  
in  l e f t :

[ S ] I G I L L U M  : [ E C C L E S l] E  S A N C T E  . F R I D E S W I D E  O X E N E -  

F O R D I E

3534. Richm ond, p r io r  o f  St . M a r tin ’s o f  . . 2-1,, Spec. 7, 37.
Oval, X f" .  Antique gem, a ram

>$l S I G I L L U M  W I L L E L M I  : M O N A C H I

3535. R i e v a u l x ,127 a b b e y  o f  ...............................................1-1, Ebor. 23.

124 O xfordshire. A n  abbey of Austin  canons dedicated to  the Blessed Virgin M ary, 
founded b y  R obert d ’ O illy  n , a.d. 1129. M on. A n g. vi, 24S ; N ot. Mon. 429 : V isits. 
Line. 162 ; V .C .H . O xford n , 93 ; Seal engraved ibid. pi. facing p. 88 ; S .B .M . 3801. 
The arm s of the abbey are given azure two bends gold the shield of the founder. E .H . 381.

125 St. Frideswide, a legendary Saxon saint of w hom  little certain is known, is said to 
have founded a convent of nuns at O xford circa a.d. 727. She was canonised and the 
church there has alw ays been know n b y  her nam e. It passed through m any vicissitudes 
until in a.d. 1122 G w ysm und, a chaplain to H enry 1 established there a priory of Austin  
canons. The priory was suppressed b y  W o lsey , who founded his college upon its enlarged  
site. Subsequently Cardinal college was refounded b y  H enry v m , under the title of 
Aedes Christi, the H ouse of Christ. The priory church becam e the college chapel and  
eventually  becam e the cathedral of the diocese of O xford, after the short-lived settlem ent 
of the see at Oseney.- T h is seal is engraved pi. 1 ‘ Some Durham  College R o lls / b y  R ev. 
H . E . D . B lakiston. M on. A n g . v i, 134 ; N ot. Mon. 413 V .C .H . O xford 11, 97 ; S .B .M . 
3811 ; * H istory  o f Christ C h u rc h / b y  H . L . Thom pson (College H istories).

126 Yorkshire. A  Benedictine cell of St. M ary’s, Y o rk , founded circa a.d. i io o  b y  
W y m a r, stew ard of Stephen, earl of R ichm ond, and colonised b y  m onks from  St. M ary’s 
abbey, Y o rk . M on. A n g . 111, 601 ; N ot. M on. 6 4 4 ;  V .C .H . Y orks. 111, 112 y Y o rks. 
Arch . Socy. R ecord Series xvii, 174.

127 N orth  R iding, Yorkshire. A  Cistercian abbey, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin  
M ary, founded a.d. 1131 b y  W a lte r  Espec. Mon. A ng. v , 274 J N ot. Mon. 652 ; V .C .H .



A b b o t s  Of  r I e v a u l x , s T . A l b a n s , & c . t g i

Oval, if" x  V ■ A. figure, in monastic habit, seated writing at a
d e s k :

S I G N U M  R I E V A L L I S  

3536. R i e v a u l x ,  a b b o t  o f 128 . . , 3-8, Spec. 15 ; Misc. 1 2 2 7 , 1330-
Oval, 1 X 1". A  figure in m onastic habit seated, in  front o f a 

desk, holding a book  in his right hand and a crosier in  his l e f t :

ijl  S I G N U M  A B B A T I S  R I E V A L L I S

3537- S t .  A l b a n s ,129 a b b e y  o f ...................................................2 -2 ,  Spec. 1, 4 , 6 .
Oval, si" X 2-J-". St. Alban, robed and nim bed, seated, holding a 

cross in  his right hand and an orb and palm  branch in  his l e f t :

*  S I G I L L U M  . S C I . A L B A N I  . A N G L O R U  P T O  M A R T I R I S

3 5 3 8 . S t .  A l b a n s ,  S im o n ,130, a b b o t  o f ........................................... 2 -2 ,  Spec. 4 .

Oval, si" X 2 " .  The abbot vested in  alb, em broidered dalmatic, 
maniple, chasuble, amice and mitre standing holding crosier in 
his right hand and a book  in  his l e f t :

Ijl S I G I L L U M  S IM O N IS  j A B B A T I S  E C C L 'lE  • S A N C T I  

A L B A N I

Secretum, oval, i£ # X 1". Antique gem, the head o f an em peror : 

©  S E C R E T O R  *  S I G N A C U L U M

3 5 3 9 . S a l l e y , 131 a b b o t  o f ........................................Loc. 111, 22  ; a . d .  1 2 4 7 .

Y orks, in , 149 ; ‘ Chartulary of R ievaulx ,’ S .S . 83 ; Y orks. Arch. Socy. Record Series, 
xvii, 176. T h is seal is engraved ibid. pi. facing p. lxxxviii, no. 4. Tonge (S .S . 41, 
p. 19), gives for the arm s of the abbey the differenced shield of R os of H am lake gules 
three bougets silver and a crosier paleways gold. See note 101.

128 T im e of Pope Alexander in  (a .d . 1159 -1180). T o  charter no. 1330 the seal is used  
b y  Ethelred (Aelred), abbot 1147 -1167. T o  no. 1227 it is used b y  Silvanus, abbot 1170-  
1188. It is engraved 83 S .S . pi. facing p. lxxxviii.

129 Hertfordshire. A  Benedictine abbey, dedicated to St. A lban the B ritish proto
m artyr, founded a .d . 793 b y  Off a of Mercia. Mon. A ng. 11, 178 j N ot. M on. 180 ; V .C .H .  
H erts, iv , 367 ; seals illustrated ibid. pi. facing p. 416 ; * M onasterii S. A lbani Chronica ’ 
(Rolls Series) and M. Paris, * H istoria A n g lo ru m / and ‘ Chronica M ajora * (Rolls Series) 
passim.

130 a .d . 1167 -1188. Seal engraved N .C .H . v iii, p. 64, secretum, ibid. p . 65. The vest
m ents depicted are noticeable, shewing the loosely folded am ice, the chasuble short and  
pointed in front, full and square behind, w ith a straight vertical strip  of orphrey, the 
dalm atic is elaborately embroidered.

131 W e st Riding, Yorkshire. A  Cistercian abbey, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin M ary, 
founded a .d . 1146 b y  W illiam  Percy in and colonised from  N ew m inster. M on. A n g .



Oval, i f "  X i" . The abbot standing in mass vestm ents holding 
his crosier in  his right hand and a pen (?) in his l e f t :

. I G I L L U .......................E  S A L  . . . A  . .

3540. S e l b y , 133 a b b o t  o f ................................1-1, Archiep. 21 ; a . d ,  1259.
Oval, 2 im perfect. A  tonsured figure in  mass vestments, holding 

crosier in  right hand and a book  in-his left. The field of the seal 
is diapered (Durham Seals, 65) :

M E  I D E . .   .......................: S E L E  . .

. 3541. S e l b y ,  a b b o t  o f 1326 . . Misc. 4155; a . d .  1319; 4958; a . d .  1320. 
Oval, im perfect, x  ¥*  St. German of Auxerre, in pontificals, 

blessing :

. . S ’ S C I G E R M A N I  D  . . . L E  * . . D E  . . . .  T A T U

3542. S e l b y , 138 J o h n ,  a b b o t  o f  . . . Misc. 6872 ; a . d .  1465, 6663.
Oval, 2 j" , im perfect. St. German of Auzerre, in pontificals, bless

ing, standing in  a canopied niche of rich tabernacle work. B e
neath: is b’ c&S germanfca and below  a shield o f arms, three 
swans (Durham Seals, 65) :

sigi l l fcm : tofjis : a . . .  selbg . •
3543. S h r e w s b u r y , 134 a b b o t  o f   ............................ 2-4, Ebor. 11.

v , 5 1 0 ;  N o t .'M o n . 6 5 8 ;  V .C .H . Y o rk s, in , 1 5 6 ;  Y o rks. Arch. Jour, x x , 4 5 4 ;  ibid. 
Record Series x v n , 190. Tonge (41 S .S . pp. 89, 90), gives the arm s azure a fess indented 
of five fusils, being the ancient shield of Percy (see Arch. Ael. 2nd ser. iv , 165, and ibid. 
3rd ser. iii, 233). Tonge gives a second shield, w hich I cannot explain , silver on a pale 
sable a crosier gold.

132 Yorkshire. A  Benedictine abbey, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin M ary and St. 
Germ an of Auxerre, founded b y  B enedict, a m onk of Auxerre, circa a.d. 1069. The  
figure here depicted probably represents St, G erm an. M on. A n g. in , 485 ; N ot. M on. 
637 ; V .C .H . Y o rk s, in , 95 ; * The Coucher B ook  of S e lb y / ed. b y  J. T . Fowler ; Y o rks.

' ‘Arch. Socy. Record' Series, x v n , 195. The seal is here used b y  abbot T hom as of W h alley  
(a.d. 1255 -12 62). For engraving of an eleventh-century seal of the abbey, see V .C .H ;  
Y o rk s, h i , pi. facing p. 1 00 .

132a u se d  b y  John of W isto w , a.d. 1321-1335- -
133 John Ousthorp, abbot a.d. 1436-1466. The shield is blasoned sable three swans 

silver feet and bills gold ;  41 S .S . p. 62.
134 Shropshire. A  Benedictine abbey, dedicated to SS. Peter and Paul, founded a.d. 

1083 b y  R oger M ontgom ery, earl o f Arundel and Shrew sbury and his wife Adeliza (a 
daughter of E verard Puiset). M on. A n g. 111, 5 1 3 ;  N ot. Mon. 445- This seal is used  
b y  H. styled  abbas de Salopesberia, probably H enry , who was abbot circa a.d. 1223.



■ Oval, x  i f " .  The abbot in monastic habit, standing, holding 
crosier in  his right hand (his le ft is broken off) :

. . I S  A B B  . . . . D E  S A L O P E S B U  . . .

3544. S t a m f o r d , ^ p r i o r  o f  S t .  M i c h a e l  o f ....................... 1-4, Ebor. 7.
Oval, i£ "  x  1". Antique gem, a monster :

*  S I T  M IC H I  S O L A M  . D I V I N I  . S P C  A M E N

3545. S t a m f o r d , 136 p r i o r y  o f ............................. Misc. 6840 ; a . d .  1387.
Oval, i| -" X The bust o f a man, full face. On the dexter side 

a star on the sinister a crescent.
L E G E N D  D E S T R O Y E D .

3546. S t a m f o r d , 187 p r i o r  o f  S t .  L e o n a r d ' s  . Loc, x v i, 7 ; a . d .  1444. 
Oval, Y  X f" . A  kneeling figu re ; above, the hand o f God, 

blessing :

G R A C I A ..................................................

3547. S t a f f o r d  (?) c o n v e n t  o f  1 3 8 ............................ Misc. (?) ; a . d .  1380,
Round, i f " .  Our Lady, robed and crow ned,.seated in  a canopied 

niche of rich tabernacle work. The child Christ on her knee :

*  S I ..................................   E N T U S  D E  S T ..........................

135 Northam ptonshire. A  Benedictine nunnery, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin M ary  
and St. Michael, founded b y  W illiam  of W aterville , abbot of Peterborough, circa a . d . 
1155. M on. A ng. iv , 2 5 7 ; Visits. Line. 158 ; V .C .H . N orthants. n , 98. The seal is used 
b y  Peter, sty led  i prior S. Michaelis de Standford.*

136 See n ext note.
137 Lincolnshire. Said to have been founded b y  St, W ilfrid  in the 7th  century. I t  

was refounded as a Benedictine priory, subordinate to D urham , b y  bishop W illiam  of 
Saint-Calais. The seal is here used by  Richard Barton, styled prior of the cell of St. 
Leonard at Stam ford. Mon. A n g. iv , 472 ; N ot. Mon. 280 ; V isits. Line. 156 ; V .C .H ,  
Lincoln n , 127.

138 There was no convent of St. M ary at Stafford and this m ust be a m isreading of the 
nam e ; unfortunately the reference to the docum ent is wrong and I have therefore no  
means of checking the reference. Mr. A . H am ilton Thom pson suggests -that it m a y  be 
the Benedictine priory of nuns at Stainfield, Lincs., dedicated to St. M ary, w hich was. 
founded b y  one of the Percys and was a favourite house for northern nuns of good fa m ily . 
The secular college at Stafford was dedicated to St. M ary, but the inscription precludes' 
a secular foundation.



3 5 4 8 . S W IN E S H E A D ,139 A B B E Y  O F .......................... 3 - 5 , Ebor. 8  J A:D . I 3 9 I .
Oval, 2 Y  X i f ' 7. Our Lady, robed and crowned, seated with the

child Christ on  her knee. Beneath a flat trefoiled arch the abbot 
stands in m onastic habit and wearing a round cap, holding his 
crosier in his right hand and a b ook  in his 16f t ; three figures of 
monks stand on  each side of him  (Durham Seals, 65) :•

. . . .  A B B A T I S  E T  C O N V E N T U S  D E  L O C O  B E A T E  .

M A R I E  . D E  . [ S W i j N E S H E V E D  . I N  . H O L A [N D ]

3549. S y O N ,140 A B B E Y  O F .............................................. LoC. I, 2 7 ; A .D . I516.
Oval, 2§" x  i f " .  Our Lady robed and crowned, seated in  a cano

pied niche w ith the child Christ standing on her right knee, in 
her left hand she holds a sceptre which ends in a fleur de lys. 
Beneath, under an arch, is the figure of a king robed and crowned, 
kneeling behind him  is a robed and nim bed female figure. On 
the dexter side is a shield of arms, a plain cross, on the sinister, 
a like shield bearing quarterly France (modern) and England 
(Durham Seals, 65) :

- g ’com u n e ..  . . . 2 cl gain a to u s  be g g o n lo n t io n  tonic 
ab tag

3550. T y n e m o u t h ,141 p r i o r y  o f  . . • . . 1-3, Pont. 7 ;  a .'d . 1385.
Oval, 3" X i f " .  Our Lad}', robed and crowned, standing in a

canopied niche, holding the child Christ on her left arm. On

• 139 Lincolnshire in the parts of H olland. A  Cistercian abbey, dedicated to the Blessed  
Virgin M ary, founded a.d. 1134 b y  R obert Gresley and his son Albert, colonised from  
Furness. It  was Savigniac at its foundation, but was united to the Cistercian order c. 
1157  w ith Furness and the other Savigniac houses. Mon. A n g. v, 336 ; N ot. Mon. 258 ; 
V isits. Line. 158 ; V .C .H . Lincoln xi, 145. Seal is S .B .M . 4136.

140 M iddlesex. A n  abbey of Austin  canons and nuns, as reform ed b y  St. Bridget of 
Sw eden, and known as the Order oE the Saviour, dedicated to Our Saviour, the Blessed  
Virgin M ary and St. Bridget, founded b y  H enry v , a.d. 1414. Mon. A ng. vi, 5 4 0 ;  
N ot. M on. 324. T h is is the seal * ad causas,: the figures in base represent H enry v  and 
St. B ridget, the shield on the dexter I cannot explain or blason that on the sinister is 
the shield of H enry . I t  is here used b y  Elisabeth, abbess, and John, confessor, of the 
sisters and brethren of SS. M ary and Bridget. The com m on seal of the abbey is engraved  
Arch, x v i i ,  328. T h is seal is S .B .M . 4022. 0
■ 141 N orthum berland. A  Benedictine priory, founded origianlly b y  St. Oswald the 

king (a.d. 634-642 ), and refounded b y  Robert M owbray, a.d. 1090, colonised b y  m onks  
fro m  St. A lbans, of which abbey it becam e a cell. The original dedication was to the 
Blessed Virgin M ary, but after the bod y of St. Os win was translated there it came under



. ; :  :. , her sinister'side} in a similar niche} is :the crow ned"and robed
figure of a king (St. Oswiri); holding a spear in his right hand and 
a sceptre in his left. A bove is the full-faced bu st-o f a woman, 

/  . a star on each side of her, neck :

s ig il l u  : c o e  : p r io r a t u s  : s c e ;: m a r ie  : e t  : B i ; o s w in i

D E  ; T I N E M U T H A

3551. T y n e m o u t h ,  A k a r y , 142 p r i o r  o f  . 3-6, Spec. 3 7 ; 2-1, Ebor. 10,
11 ; a . d .  1198. : T ........

Oval, X i f " .  The tonsured figure of the prior in m onastic 
-- habit, standing with his right hand on his breast and in his left 

■ Y ': ;  a closed book  : " ' ' ' ’ : .

*  S I G I L L U M  A C H A R  . . . .  R lO R l^  D E  T I N E M U  ;  . .

3552, T y n e m o u t h ,  p r i o r  143 o f  . \ \ :  Y \ ‘ . 4-2, Spec. 25.
.■ " .Oval, i  f  " X i f " ..  Antique gem, the head of an-om peror: (Durham

■; • • :Seals, 63) : ' •. • •* • }  ; ; - / .  I
• ' :: ■ ®  C A R U T  . N O S T R U M  . X T S  . E S T  • ■ -

3553. T y n e m o u t h ,  G e r m a n , 144 p r i o r  o f  -. ~. '. 'V T-i, A rch .D unelm , 2. 
Oval, i f "  X i f " .  A  kneeling figure of the prior in m onastic habit,

his right hand on his breast and holding in his left a . . . . ?

* - H O  C L A U S A  L A T  . . . . N G IS  P A T E T  .

3554, T y n e m o u t h , 145, p r i o r  o f  . _ Misc. 4361 ; a . d .  1310; 4-5, Elemos.
. 8 ; a . d .  1330.

Oval> i f "  X 1". The demi-figure of a king (St. Oswin), in a canopied 
niche, holding a sceptre in his right hand and his left in his breast.' 

. , , \ . Beneath, under a trefoiled arch, is a demi-figure of the prior
praying. On the canopy work above him  is s e r v e  d e u m  :

. . . • f r is  s . . , -Nis : p r io r is  : d e  t in e m u  . . . - ;

his. patronage, and the fam e o f the local saint rather overshadow ed that of Our L ady. 
Its arm s were those attributed to St. Oswin gules three crowns gold. S y m . 11, 209, 221 
(Rolls) ; Mon. A ng. v ,,3 0 2  ; N .C .H . v m , 34. This seal is engraved ibid. pi. v j i , no. 6 ; 
S .B .M . 4226. - : _ , •
. 142 Engraved N .C .H . v n i, pi. vii, no. 1.
. 143 Circa a .d . ,1210-1239 ; engraved -ofi.cit. no. 2.

1U Circa x.xy. i 2 ^ y  engraved-o£. cit. no. 3. * . /  "
145 U sed b y  prior Sim on of W alden to no. 4361 ; b y  prior Richard of Tew ing to no. 8. 

The sam e seal is used in a .d . 1380 b y  prior Clem ent of W heteham stede. It is engraved  
op. cit. no. 5 ; see also ibid.t note, p. 122.



3555* W a lt h a m , R e y n o l d *1*6 a b b o t  o f  H o l y  C r o ss  . 2 - 1 , Archiep.
1 4 ; a .d . 1 2 8 1 .

Oval, 2" X The abbot in mass vestm ents standing, his right
hand blessing, his le ft holding his crosier. On his dexter side is

on  his sinister NA 
g i  ld

. . . I N A L D I  D E I  G R A  A B B I S  E C C E  S C E  C R U C IS  D E  . . .

3 5 5 b. W a lt h a m , 147 a b b o t  o f  . Misc. 4159, 4 1 6 0 , 4 2 8 5 , 4 2 9 1 , 4 3 1 8 ; 
a . d .  1 3 0 1 .

Oval, iV ,  im perfect. A  cross between tw o  candles in candlesticks. 
Beneath is the abbot in mass vestm ents and mitre, praying 
(Durham  Seals, 6 3 ) :

E  . . . .  R  . . . .  S C . T A T  . . . . .

3557* W e a r m o u th , 148 c e l l  o f ................................Loc, xv, 3a ;  a .d . 1 4 3 7 .
Oval, 1" X T w o heads facing each other, the one male, the 

other fem ale ; above them  John B aptist’ s head in a dish. Be
neath is a figure praying. The whole device is in elaborate 
tracery :

*  . . . . T I S T A  C H R I S T I ..................................

146 E sse x . Founded in the eleventh century b y  Tovi, lord of W alth am , who built and 
endow ed a church there for the reception of the H o ly  Cross, brought from  M ont acute 
in  S o m e r s e t ; it was rebuilt circa a .d . 1060 b y  earl H arold Godwinson, who made it a 
house of secular canons. It  appears to have been granted to bishop W alcher of D urham  
b y  the Conqueror, a.d. 1075 (Sym . 1, 113, R olls). In  a.d. 1177 H enry n  converted it 
into a priory of A u stin  canons, dedicated to the H o ly  Cross, and in 1184 erected it into  
an abbey. The seal is here used b y  R eynold  of Maidenhithe, elected abbot a.d. 1273. 
M on. A n g . v i, 56 ; N ot. M on. 119 ; V .C .H . E sse x  11, 166. Seal is S .B .M . 4256.

147 The seal represents the H o ly  Cross of W a lth am . The arm s of the abbey were 
(silver) on.a ,cross engrailed (sable) five crosses crosslel fitchy (gold). See seal B .M . 4250  
and E .H . 390. For full account of the seals of the abbey see paper b y  Sir W . H . St. John  
H ope in the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of London, Second Series, vol. 
XXVIII, p. 95.

148 Co. D urham . O riginally founded b y  Benedict B iscop; a.d. 674 and dedicated to 
St. Peter, R estored b y  bishop W alcher, a.d. 1075 (Sym . 1, 113 ; Rolls). In a.d. 1083  
bishop W illiam  of Saint-Calais rem oved the m onks to D urham  and it becam e thence
forw ard a cell subordinate to D urham . Mon. A n g . 1, 501 ; N ot, Mon. 111; H .D . 11, 501 ; 
S .D . n , 2. The seal is here used b y  W illia m  Lyham , sty led  m aster of the cell of W e a r
m outh , ' sigillum quo utor in dicta cella. *



3 5 5 8 . W e s t m in s t e r , 149 Simon, A b b o t  o f  . 4-2, Archiep, 1 ; a .d . 1 3 5 6 .
Oval, 2" X_ i f " .  St. Peter standing, in a canopied niche o f rich 

tabernacle work, holding keys in his left h a n d ; in a niche on 
his sinister is Edward the Confessor, his right hand on his breast, 
his left holding a sceptre. Beneath is the abbot with mitre and 
crosier praying :

s im o n is  : h ic  : p r o [n i ] .................... a u d i t e  : p a t r o n i

‘3 5 5 9 . W h i t b y , 150 a b b e y  o f .........................................................Misc. 1 2 2 6 . *
Oval, 2J" X i f " .  Under a church-like canopy St. Peter, in epis

copal vestm ents and mitre, standing, holding key in his left hand, 
his right hand blessing :

. . . .  S C E  . . H I L D E  : D E  W ...................... ; A D  C A S  . .

3 5 6 0 . W h i t b y ,  p r i o r  o f .........................................Misc. 6 6 8 2  ; a . d .  1 3 0 0 .
Oval, . i f "  x  1". T w o figures standing in canopied niches :

S I G I L L U M  P R IO R IS  : D E  : W I T E B Y

3 5 6 1 . W i n c h e s t e r , 151 c a t h e d r a l  o f  . . . .  1 - 2 , Archiep. 1 0 ; a .d ,
1 3 8 2 . ' ■ '

Oval, 2 f"  X i f " .  A  mitred figure in mass vestments, standing, 
his right hand blessing, his left holding a book . On the dexter 
side is a shield of arms quarterly France (ancient) and England 
on the sinister a shield bearing two keys saltireways. 

l e g e n d  d e s t r o y e d .

149 A  Benedictine abbey, dedicated to St. Peter, and probably founded b y  Sebert, king  
o f the E ast Saxons, circa a .d . 610. Mon. A n g . 1, 265 ; Not. Mon.- 292 ; see also ‘ The  
M onks of W e stm in ste r / b y  archdeacon Pearce. The seal is that of Sim on Langh am , 
abbot a .d . 1349 -1362. .H e was afterwards bishop of E ly , lord chancellor, and archbishop  
of Canterbury, which he resigned in 1374 on his elevation to the cardinal-bishopric of 
P a le strin a ; he died at Avignon a .d . 1376. The arm s of the abbey were gules two keys 
saltireways gold; see seals B .M . 4305, 4309 and 4311 ; also E .H . 391.

150 N orth , R iding, Yorkshire. Founded as a m onastery for m onks and nuns, b y  St. 
H ilda, circa a .d . 657. Refounded as a Benedictine priory b y  W illia m  Percy, circa a .d .  
1074. In the tim e of H enry 1 it was erected into an abbey and dedicated to St. Peter 
and St. H ilda, ‘-W h itb y  C hartulary,’ S .S . 69 and 72 ; Mon. A ng. 1, 405 ; N ot. M on. 
632 ; V .C .H . Y orks, in , 101 ; Yorks. Arch. Socy. Record Series, x v ii, 222. Seal is B .M . 
4329. Tonge gives its arm s azure three ammonites silver (41, S .S : p. 22).

151 H am pshire. Founded tow ards.the end of 7th century and belonged to secular 
canons till a .d . 963, when bishop Ethelw old displaced them  b y  Benedictine m onks from  
Abingdon. It was under the invocation of m any saints— St. Peter, St, Am phibalus,



.3 5 6 2 . .  Y o r k , / a b b e y . o f  S t . .  M a r y  ^  2 - 2 /  Archiep. ; .̂
_ A  d ish ed  sea l, o n ly  a  fra g m e n t rem a in in g . A. se a te d  figure, h o ld in g  

' in  h is :r ig h t*h a n d  a  scro ll on  w h ic h  is  m a r i .

■ ■ ' ; - * M A  ■. ;  .* . :

3 5 ^ 3 - Y o r k ,  S im o n , 153 a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  o f  ; . 1 - 1 , ;  Archiep. 2 1 ;

a .d .  1 2 5 9 . .
Oval, X  i j " .  The abbot, tonsured and* wearing alb, tunic, .

stole, amice, chasuble and rationale, holding his crosier in his
right hand and a book  to  his breast in  his left,- standing on a 

■ ■ bracket in a canopied niche with side shafts :
©  S ’ S Y M O N I S  D I  G R A  A B B A T I S  S C E  M A R  : E B O R A C I

S ecretu m , oval, f "  X f " .  Antique gem, a half draped female figure 
> standing. (Durham S ea ls /62) : 1 ' /  - . „

S ’ S Y M O N I S  D E  W A R E W Y K  I N  P A R V O  S IG IL L O  „

3 5 6 4 . Y o r k , - p r i o r  o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  . M isc . 6 6 8 2  ; a . d .  1 3 0 Q.
O v a l , ! "  X  f " .  Our* L o r d  "sea ted  in  M a je s ty  b le s s in g  ; in  t h e  f ie ld  

. o n  h is  d e x t e r  s id e  is  w , o n  th e  s in is te r  t a .  ;

L E G E N D  IL L E G IB L E .  ' ' ' . ' I

.3 5 6 5 . .Y o r k ,  J o h n ,  a b b o t 154 o f  S t . M a r y ’ s  . M isc . 5 9 9 L  59^5 J A -D -

X 3 1 0 . .
Oval, 2 }"  X i f " .  The abbot tonsured and wearing alb, em broi

dered dalmatic, chasuble, amice and rationale, standing on a 
bracket in a canopied niche w ith side shafts, his right hand holding

St. Ethel wold, St. Sw ithun and the H oly  T rin ity— -but St. Swithun appears to have been  
its tutelary saint and the cathedral priory was usually distinguished b y  his n a m e .' Mon. 
A n g. 1, 189. N ot. M on. 152. T h is seal is used b y  H ugh (Basing), prior a .d . 1361-1384; 
Dugdale (M on. A n g .) gives its arm s gulesUwo keys in bend dexter surmounted by a sword 
in bend sinister gold.
- 152 A  Benedictine abbey, dedicated originally to St. Olave and later (a .d . 1088) to the 
Blessed Virgin M ary, founded b y  Alan, earl of B rittan y, circa a .d . 1078 and colonised  
b y  m onks from  W h itb y . Mon. A n g. 111, 529 ; N ot. M on; 638 ; V ;C .H . Y orks, m , ’107 ;;  
Y orks. Arch. Socy. Record Series, x v n , 231. The seal is used b y  ‘ I prior et conventus 
S. Mariae Ebor.'

153 Sim on of W arw ick , abbot a .d . 1258 -1296. The secretum is a' very beautiful gem  
representing the toilet of V-enus, its description as M ittle seal/  is unusual. S .B .M . 4391*

154 John o f Gil ling; abbot a .d a  1303-1313. The secretum'is apparently a m edieval 
Christian g em  representing probably the Annunciation, but it is curiously archaic In-style:



his crosier, his left a b o o k ; above his left, shoulder is a star 
(Durham Seals, 62) : :

S ’ I O H A N N I 5 : D E I  : G R A C I . . . .  IS  B E A T E  : M A R I E  : 

E B O R A C I  ■ . 1 .

; Secretum, oval, 1" X  V- Engraved gem, a robed and nim bed 
female figure standing, to  whom  a small naked figure kneels, 
behind him is an angel with outstretched hand, between the angel 

; and the wom an is a dove descending. In front of the angel is a 
small cross (Durham Seals, 62) : . .

©  S* S E C R E T U M  . I O H I S  . A B B I S  B E M A R I E  . E B O R  I

3566. Y o r k ,  A l a n , 155 a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  . Misc. 4170 ; a . d .  1319, 
Very im perfect, bu t appears to  be the same both  on obverse and

reverse to  no. 3565 .-

3567. Y o r k ,  T h o m a s ,  156 a b b o t  o f  St . M a r y ’ s  . Misc. 4447 ; a . d .  1343. 
Oval-, 2 f" , im perfect. A  tonsured figure of the ab bot standing,

his crosier in his left hand :

3568. Y o r k ,  E d m u n d , 15’ a b b o t  o f  St . M a r y ’s  . Misc. 5986 ; a . d .  1519.
Oval, 3^" x  2"., imperfect. A  mitred figure o f the abbot wearing 

alb, dalmatic and chasuble, standing in  a canopied niche, a 
crosier in his left hand, a book  in his right. On the dexter side 
is a shield of arms, three leopards (?) ; sinister side of seal des- 

; ,. . troyed. Beneath is a like shield, a plain cross : ‘

3 5 6 9 . Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  158 . Misc. 4 3 6 9  ; a . d .  1 2 9 4  i 4 6 7 8  ; 

  a . d .  1 2 9 5 ;  4 6 8 9 , .4833*

165 Alan of Nesse, a .d . 1313-1331.
156 Thom as of M ulton, a .d . 1331-1359.

157 E dm und Thornton, a.d. 1507-1521. The shield on the dexter is possibly the royal 
shield and m ay refer to W illiam  Rufus. The shield in base is, I suppose, that of the 
abbey. The arm s given b y  Tonge (41, S .S . p , 60) are silver on a cross gules a besant 
charged with a demi king crowned and robed (W illiam  Rufus) ; see also E .H . 393.

, . . .Used b y  the. abbot as collector rnedietatis beneficiorum eccles. secundam ultimam 
taxacionem Dni. Regis concessam. ’

. . AC . ..

on a b & a t i g  tnonag ■. . e' fa*



Oval, i£ "  X Antique gem, a lion, a floriated border on the . 
setting :

©  D E U M  . T IM E  . E T  . M A N D A T A  . E IU S  . C O SE R V A  

Secretum, f "  X Y> undecipherable.
3570. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  St . M a r y ’ s  159 . Misc. 4140, 4150 ; a .d .  13*3 ;

4166 ; a . d . 1307; 4157,4179, 4180, 4221, 4233, 4321, 4322, 
4326, 4327, 434L 4935 i A .d . J322- 

Oval, 1 x  Y ' Antique gem, V ictory  (Durham Seals, 62) :

©  D E C L IN A  . A  . M A L O  : ' T  : E T  . F A C  . B O N U M  

Secretum, Antique gem, a female figure holding a cornucopia.
3571. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s 160 . . . Misc. 4184 ; a . d .  1315.

Oval, f "  X J". Antique gem, a standing fem ale figure :
........................ B . T  . . . . C . U . T . A .

3572. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  . .  . .  Misc. 4207 ; a .d . 1319.
Oval, 1 x  Y -  Antique gem, a veiled female head :

: *  : IE  s u y  : a l  . . . . : a d e u  . s e  : r  . . .
3573. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  161 * . Misc. 4188, 4548'; a . d .  1329;

4311, 4781.
Oval, 1" x  f" . Our Lady robed and crowned, seated, with the 

child Christ, in  a canopied niche. Beneath is a demi-figure of 
the abbot praying :

A V E  M A R IA  G R A C IA  PL . . .

3574. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  St . M a r y ’s  162 . Misc 4202, 4407 ; a . d .  1337;
47 65 ; A.D. 1333; 50 20 ; A.D. 1332; 4338 ; A.D. 1329; 
4548,* 4685.

Oval, f " .  Antique gem, a chariot drawn b y  four horses, driven 
b y  a radiated figure (Apollo) over the.horses backs is a crescent, 
over their heads a star (Durham Seals, 62) :

S ' S E C ’ T I A M O R IS

• 159 Used by the abbot as collector of tenths for the lord Clement, pope. .
160 Used by the abbot as collector of subsidies.
161 Used by the abbot as collector of the tenths of the king.
162 Used by * Johannes de Tyuerington substitutus abbatis monasterii Ebor . . . . .  

sigillum quo utor. ’



3575. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  St*. M a r y ’s 163 , Misc. 4151, 4x58 ; a . d .  1336;
4211 ; a . d .  1333; 4296, 43^5> 5087 ; a . d .  1330.

Rounded oval, i f "  X 1". Our L ady with the child  Christ standing 
in a canopied niche :

S 'A B B IS  E B  . . . A D  D E C IA S  D E P U T A T .

Secretum to  Misc. 4158, oval, 1" X f" . A  figure standing, holding 
crosier ; a kneeling figure prays to  him, above whose head is a
star. . . .

L E G E N D  IL L E G IB L E .

3576. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  . Misc. 4171 ; a . d .  1338; 4206,
4218 /4976, 4158, 4293, 4653, 4807.

Oval, Y  x  ¥• A  robed figure holding crosier in  right hand and 
. . . ( ? )  in left. A  kneeling figure prays beneath, a star above 
his head (Durham Seals, 65) :

*  E F F IC IA T  . . . . . .  C A T A  . . ROCU . .

3577. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  164 . Misc. 4203 ; a . d .  1340
. /  5 0 9 9 /  4241 ; a .d . 1341 ; 4308.

Oval; Y  x  ¥'• Adam  and Eve standing in front of a tree (Durham 
Seals, 65) :

A D A M  PR . . SU  . . . N O V IT  A R B O R .........................

M O R T I S ....................

3578. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  165 . Misc. 4217, 4913 ; A-D* I 343
Oval, 1" X Y ’ Our Lady with the child Christ standing in  a

canopied niche ; on the dexter, in a like niche, is St. Michael 
spearing the dragon. Beneath is the abbot praying. 

l e g e n p  . d e s t r o y e d .

Secretum, oval; Y  X I"* Antique gem, very indistinct.
3579. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  166 . Misc. 4258 ; a . d .  1349 ; 4307 ;

a . d .  1348; 49471 a . d .  1347; 4364 , 4947*
Oval, Y  x  ¥ '  A  seated figure holding a sw ord in his right hand 

and a b ook  in his l e f t :

S ’ P D E C IM A  . . . . . B IE N N A L I

163 Seal used by the abbot and convent as collectors of the tenths for the H oly Land.
164 Seal as collector of the tenths.
165 Seal used by  the abbot and convent as * collector decimae annualis Dno. Regis concess.*
166 Seal used by the abbot and convent * collector decimae biennialis Dno. Regi concess. ’



; ■ . . '  Secreium, round, i". A  crow ned head 
*  P R O  R E G E  *

0 e80* Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  m a k y ’ s  167 . Misc. 4344 I a . d .  1347, 4368 ;
a . d .  1345.

Square, i "  X I". St. John Baptist and S t  Lucy, each standing in 
- a  canopied niche (D u r h a m  Seals, 65) :

1 - ' : L U C I A  V I G -B U R T O N -I O H ’ B A P T .

Secretum, round, f" .  K  within a circle ;
; *  T R I E N N A L I S ,

3581. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  168 . Misc. 4234 ; a . d .  1344 ; 4573 ;
a . d .  1345*

'■ - Oval, I"  X Our Lady, robed and crowned, standing with the 
child  Christ.

L E G E N D  IL L E G IB L E .

; Secretum, same as no. 35 8o-
3582. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  169 . Misc. 417b ; a . d .  1346 ; 4776 ;

a . d .  1343.
Oval, 1" X F - The Coronation of the V irgin ; in  roundels m  the 

border are the sym bols of the evangelists. Beneath a demi- 
figure of the ab bot praying :

S C I . . . .  D E I  N O S  . . . . .  E  . . .  D E  . . .  .

3583. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  170 . . . .  Misc. 5849 J; a / d .  1349. 
Oval, i i "  X F* ° ur L ad y standing, holding the child C h rist; on

her dexter a kneeling figure prays to  them  :

. . . A T R I S  : W I L L I  M E M  . . . .

3584. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s 171 . . Misc. 4358 ; a . d .  1353.
Oval, 1" X  J". Our Lady'w ith  Christ standing in a canopied niche,

a kneeling figure prays to  them  :

V I R G O  . . . . . .  S A L U T

167 Seal used b y  ‘ collector decimae trienmlis Regi Angliae concess.*
168 Seal used as collectors of the triennial tenths.
169 * Sigillum- pro procurationibus.'
170 U sed b y  the abbot as collector of the procurations of M aster R aym un d Pelegrin  

(see seal no . 1 9 5 4  and 3710) * sigillum ad hujus procurationes depuiatatvm.'
i n  sea] Uscd as collector of procurations.



3585. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  172 . Misc. 4251 ; a . d .  1352 ; 434$ T
a . d .  1353.

Oval, i"  X f" . The Annunciation, between Our L ad y and St, 
Gabriel is a pot with a lily  in  it. Above, is the H oly  D ove  des
cending. Beneath, under an arch, is a demi-figure o f the abbot 
p ra y in g : -

 ...................... D I N Q  S U .................................... A R  .

3586. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  173 . . . Misc. 4 1 5 6 ; a . d .  1360.
Oval, 1 J", im perfect. Our Lady holding the child Christ, and St.

Catherine holding her wheel, standing in canopied niches. B e
neath is a shield o f arms, device obliterated. . .

L E G E N D  D E S T R O Y E D .

Secretum, f "  x  f" . Antique gem, Jupiter seated*:
*  S A L V E  S U  . . . . .

3587. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  174 . Misc. 4146 ; a . d .  1353 ; 4259 ;
a . d .  1352; 4264, 4878; a . d .  1373.

Square, £" x  f" . St. Andrew on his cross in front a figure holding 
a (?) (Durham Seals, 65) :

S ’ ANDREE . . . . . . . .
Secretum, to  Misc. no. 4878, §" x  i". The letter I crow ned and a 

fleur de lys at each side.
Secretum, to  Misc. no. 4259.
Round, w  crowned.

3588. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  (?) o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  . . . Misc. 43 60 ; a . d .  1351.
Oval, £" x  f" . Our Lady, robed and crowned, standing in  a

canopied niche holding the child Christ. On her sinister, in  a 
similar niche, is St. Catherine holding her wheel.

L E G E N D  D E S T R O Y E D .

3589. Y o r k ,  a b b o t  (?) o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  . . . Misc. 4989 ; a . d .  1348.
Oval, 1" X  Our Lady standing; holding the child  Christ. A

kneeling figure* prays to  them.
L E G E N D  D E S T R O Y E D .

172 * Sigillum quo utimur in hujus collectionis officii.-
173 U sed b y  the abbot and convent as collectors of the tenths of the king. . .
174 U sed b y  the abbot and con ven t, as collectors o f the biennial tenths granted to the 

king of England ‘ sigillum quo utimurin hac parte * "



3590. Y o r k ;  s a c r i s t  o f  S t .  M a r y ’ s  o f  . . Misc. 3402 ; a . d .  1314..
Round, 4". Our L ady with the child Christ seated. 

J591. Y o r k ,  s a c r i s t  175 o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  . •. Misc. 4143 ; a . d .  1342; 
4209, 5022. 

Oval, Y  X 4". Antique gem, a male head. Four birds surround- 

n o  l e g e n d .

3592. Y o r k ,  p r i o r  o f  H o l y  T r i n i t y  176 . Loc. x x v i i ,  26.; a . d .  1363.
Oval, 1 X 1Y '  Our Lady, robed and crowned, standing in  a 

canopied  niche, holding the child Christ. A bove them  is the 
head o f G od the Father. On the dexter side is St. P a u l; on the 
sinister, St. Peter. Beneath is the prior praying :

S I G  . .................................. .....

3 5 9 3 . Y o r k ,  p r i o r y  o f  H o l y  T r i n i t y  177 . . 1-2, Ebor. 1 ; a . d ,  1443.
Oval, 2" x  i j " .  Our Lady with the child Christ standing ; above

* - - is the head of G od the Father. On the dexter side, St. P au l; on
the sinister, St. Peter. Beneath is the prior praying : 

S I G I L L U M  S C E  T R I N I T A T I S  E B O R A C E N S I S  . . . .  

Secretum, round, The letter I crow ned and within a quatre- 
fo iled  figure : 

j u ' g U l b  i o f j a n n t *  g t e r u

3594. Y o r k ,  p r i o r y  o f  H o l y  T r i n i t y  o f  178 . 4-16, Spec. 25 ; a . d .

1365* 
Oval,, i j "  X i j " .  The same device as on nos. 3592, 3593 : 

S I G I L L U M  D O M U S  S C E  T R I N I T A T  E B O R  A D  C A U S A S

175 Seal used b y .h im  as sub-collector of the procurations of M aster Bernard Sistre nuncio  
of the A p ostolic  see. B ernard was a canon of St. H ilary ’s, Poitiers and nuncio in E n g 
land, Scotland, W a les and Ireland a .d . 1336 ; and later archdeacon of Canterbury a .d . 
13 4 0 :4 2  (Cal. Pap. 11, 530, 549 ; L .N . 1, 40).
*;176 O riginally a collegiate church dedicated to the H o ly  T rin ity . It  was refounded in  

a .d . 10 8 9  b y  R alph Paynell as a priory of Benedictine m onks subordinate to the abbey  
o f M arm outier, T o urs. M on. A n g. iv , ,680 ; N ot. M on. 641 ; V .C .H . Y orks. 111, 389 ; 
Y o rk s . A rch . Socy. R ecord Series x v u , 238. The seal is used here b y  John (prior John  
de Chezy, a .d . 1356 -13 63)- 

177 John Green, prior, elected a .d . 1440.
378 S .B .M . 4398.
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Plate IV .

3477 ob. 
DURHAM SEALS 62

This plate, from photographs by Mr. C. H, H. Blair, given by subscription.





Plate V.

3499 ob.
DURHAM SEALS 63,

This plate from photographs by Mr. C. H. H. Blair, given by subscription,
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