
II.— ST. ELGY'S CHANTRY IN ALL SAINTS CHURCH, 
NEW CASTLE-UPON-TYNE.

B y A. M. O l i v e r .

[Read on 28  November, 1 9 1 7 ].
The following translation of the pre-reformation will of Richard  

"Pykering has been handed to me by Mr. Richard W elford with a 
. request that I should annotate it for publication by the Society. 
.Mr. Welfo'rd cannot remember the source from which he obtained  
the d ocu m en t:

In  th e  nam e o f G od, A m en. I R ich a rd  P y k erin g  burgess o f  N ew 
ca stle -u p on -T y n e ,-b e in g  o f sound m em ory  and  con fid ing  in  a lm igh ty  
G od  as on  M on day  n ext before  the feast o f  St. D un stan  th e  A rch 
b ishop , 1340, m ake m y  w ill in  th is m anner :

Im prim is I com m en d  m y  soul t o  A lm ig h ty  G od  th e  B lessed V irg in  
M ary and  all the Saints a n d  m y  b o d y  t o  be  b u ried  in  th e  ch urch  o f  
A ll Saints, N ew castle. *

I g ive  t o  the fa b r ick  o f th e  sam e ch urch  x s ; t o  th e  a ltar o f  the sam e 
ch u rch  fo r  tith es n o t p a id  x s ; to  the altar .of the b lessed  M ary  in  th e  
sam e ch urch  fo r  the com m en d ation  o f  m y  soul on  the L o r d 's  d a y  xs 

T o  Sir H en ry  de C auldbek  priest o f St. A n drew s ch u rch  x ld.
T o  R ob ert , clerk , o f the sam e ch urch  xijd
T o  th e  a ltar o f  th e  b lessed N ich olas fo r  u npaid  tith es ijs
T o  th e  fab rick  o f  the b lessed Joh n  in  the sam e to w n  i js ,
T o  th e  fa b r ick  o f  St. A n drew  in  the sam e to w n  i js ; 

o f  th e  said ch urch  v js v iijd
T o  th e  friars m inor o f  the sam e tow n  v j s  viijd 
T o  the breth ren  o f  the ord er o f  St. A ugustine in

vjs viijd
T o  th e  breth ren  o f  the order o f  M ou nt Carm el in  

. ij* vjd
T o  th e  fab rick  o f  T y n e  B rid ge x p

t o  th e  breth ren

th e  sam e to w n  

th e  sam e to w n



T o  th e  a ltar o f  th e  b lessed  M ary o f  G ateshead fo r  unpaid  tithes 
an d  ob la tion s  x ld

T o  th e  fa b r ick  o f  the b rid g e  ca lled  M irkyle-brigg  x ijs
T o  the p o o r  o f  th e  h osp ita l o f  th e  b lessed M ary in  W estgate  i js
T o  th e  lepers d w elling  near th e  M oor i js
T o  Isabel daughter o f  m y  daughter A lice, tow ard s her m arriage, 

10 m arks.
T o  Christiana daughter o f  N ich olas T enant, tow ard s her m arriage 

x ls
T o  Sir J oh n  de B yk er, priest v jsAv i i jd
I g iv e  in  w a x  t o  b u rn  a b o u t m y  b o d y  on  the d ay  o f  m y 'b u r ia l x ld

■ T o  th e  priest o f  A ll Sain ts ' ch u rch  a t m y  burial x ld
- T o  the c le rk  sing ing fo r  m y  soul a n d  w atch in g  o f  m y  b o d y  v js v i i ja 

T o  b e  d is tr ib u ted  am on g  th e  p o o r  on  th e  d a y  o f m y  b uria l 10 m arks. 
T o  T h om as, son  o f  W illia m  de Pykering , m y  uncle x v s ; A dam , 

m y  servan t v jB v i i jd ; Joh n  son  o f  Joh n  de Crank, v s ; Joh n  ca lled
■ HuddC, ‘ C apellanus ' j s v i i jd ; E m m a w ife o f  G ilbert de T ik ill \ s ; 
L u cy , dau ghter o f E m m a, daughter o f  the said G ilbert, v s ; A lice  
sister o f  th e  sa id  L u cy , v s.
Y  T o  th e  sa id  Isabel, daughter o f  m y  daughter,a  ten em en t in  G ates
head , ex ten d in g  fro m  th e  K in g ’ s h igh w a y  to  a p lace  ca lled  A kw ellgate , 
betw een  la n d  o f  H u g h  de H e d le y  h eld  o f .m e  in  fee and  a  ten em en t 
w hich  G ilbert de B ra d ley  h e ld  o f  m e in  A kw ellgate, t o  h o ld  t o  her 
fo r  ever. ‘ ■ '

T o  Christiana, m y  w ife, th e  m essuage in  w hich  I n ow  liv e  as th e 
safhe is s itu ate  in  a  p la ce  .leading fro m  th e  Cale Cross to  A ll Saints 
ch urch , b etw een  la n d  fo rm erly  o f  T h om a s T h ora ld  on  th e  one side 
a n d  lan d  o f  J oh n  C rag on  th e  other. T o  The sam e C hristiana an  
annual re n t  o f  x x v ii j8 ou t o f  a sh op  w h ich  Joh n  the b ak er h o ld s  o f  m e, 
an  annual ren t o f  x v s ou t o f  a ten em en t op p os ite  St. N ich olas  ch u rch  
w h ich  L aw ren ce  th e  Saddler h old s  o f  m e ;in  fee, and  an annual ren t 
o f  x s ou t o f a certa in  b o o th  in  a p la ce  ca lled  th e  Skin M arket (pelliforis) 
w h ich  m aster J oh n  S ch epeh eved  h old s  o f  m e for. life.

I desire th a t m y  w ife  shall cause prayers to  be  said for ' m y"sou l b y  
a  deserv ing p riest, a n d  fo r  th e  soul o f  th e  sa id  C hristiana and  for all 
th e  fa ith fu l d ep arted  in  the ch u rch  o f  A ll Saints in  th e  to w n  o f  N ew 
castle. A n d  I w ill th a t after the decease o f  Christiana m y  w ife a ll



- th e  a fo res ia d  la n d s  te n e m e n ts  a n d  r e n ts  w ith  th e ir  a p p u r te n a n c e s  
sh a ll re m a in  to  th e  sa id  J o h n  H u d d e  a n d  h is  su ccesso rs, p r ie s ts , t o  
p r a y  for m y  sou l, a n d  th e  so u l o f C h ristian a  m y -w ife , a n d  a ll th e  
fa ith fu l d ep a rted , in  th e  ch u rch  a fo resa id , for ev er .

I w ill th a t a fter th e  decease o f  th e  said Joh n  H u d d e  an  h on est an d  
deserving priest be  e lected  t o  the ch a n try  from  five  or  six  o f  th e  m ore 
discreet and  law fu l m en  o f  A ll Saints parish, t o  ce lebra te  in  th e  sam e 
ch u rch  as aforesaid , fo r  all the souls a foresaid .

■I a p p o in t m y  w ife Christiana a n d  the said Sir J oh n  H u d d e and; 
John  W a m y ll, execu tors.

In  w itness w hereof I h ave  h ereun to p u t m y  seal, and  fo r  b etter  
security  h ave  caused the C om m on  seal o f  th e  to w n  o f N ew castle  
a foresa id  to  be  affixed, tog eth er w ith  th e  seal o f  th e  o ffic ia lity  o f th e  
L ord  B ish op  o f  D urham , a n d  th e  seal o f  th e  sa id  J oh n  H ud de.

D a ted  a t N ew castle  on  F r id a y  a fter th e  feast o f  St. M artin  a . d . , 1 
in  th e  presence o f  H en ry  de C auldebek  priest o f  A ll Saints church ,' 
John  B iker, priest, G ilbert H au kin  ch ie f ba iliff o f  the said tow n , an d  
A lexan der H aukin .

P ro v e d  in  A ll Saints church , 3 K a l June (M ay 30), 1344.
Seals missing.

At the'beginning of his will Pykering declares that it is made 
f as on Monday next before the feast of Saint Dunstan the Arch
bishop (15  May) 1 3 4 0 /  but at the end it is dated * Friday after 
the feast of Saint Martin a . d /  the year, if given in the original 
being om itted in the translation.

One of the witnesses Gilbert Haukin is sty led  chief bailiff* 
and it is somewhat difficult to understand the use of the title by  
him. The title of chief bailiff was first used to designate -the 
chief magistrate of the town in 1 2 9 3  or 1 2 9 4  when the town was 
restored to the burgesses2 after having been taken into the k ing’s 
hands in 1 2 9 2 3 during the Quo Warranto 'proceedings in which  
the right of the burgesses to elect a mayor was called into question.

1 Sic in the translation. '
2 Pipe Roll, no. 139 ; Memoranda Roll, Exchequer K.R. no. 67, m. 31-. ; ■. r* - * ;
3 Pipe Roll, no. 138 ; Assize Roll, no. 650, m, 7 1 .



The alteration of the title of mayor to that o f chief bailiff was 
w ithout doubt a direct result of the litigation with the crown, 
though the fact has not hitherto been recognised, and local 
historians have erroneously assigned some chief bailiffs to years 
anterior to 1 2 9 3 4.

The use of the new title was continued for some years, but 
there was a gradual reversion to the use of the title of mayor, 
and after about the year 1 3 2 5  the use of the term chief bailiff 
becomes very rare.

I t  is improbable that Haukin called himself chief bailiff merely 
to indicate that he was the senior among the four bailiffs, and no 
analagous instance of the use of the term in that sense can be 
cited, though, he stands first among the bailiffs elected under 
John de Denton as m ayor for the year beginning Michaelmas 
Monday, 13 4 0 /5 and is the first named of the commissioners 
appointed in 1 3 4 1  after the dual election of mayor in that year .6

B y the 1 2 th of Novem ber 1 3 4 1 , however, the burgesses had 
in obedience to the m andate of the king, elected Robert de 
Shilvington m ayor together with four bailiffs of whom Haukin  
was not one,7 and the date of the execution of the will must 
therefore be assigned to the Friday after Martinmas, 1 7  N ov., 
1 3 4 0  when Haukin, either owing to dissensions regarding the 
m ayoralty or to Denton's absence from the town, was exercising 

.the functions of the m ayor under the title of chief bailiff.
The chief point of interest in the will, and to the testator no 

doubt the m ost im portant, is the provision made for the main
tenance of his chantry in All Saints church for the celebration 
of masses for the souls of himself and his wife. Prior to making

4Brand, History of Newcastle, u, pp. 395*., 397 ; Adamson M S . printed in Welford’s 
History, pp. 418, 420.

5 Liber .Cartarum belonging to Newcastle Corporation, no. 137.
6 Cal. Pat. Rolls 1340-43 p. 327. 7 Hodgson's M S S ., vol. z, p. 486.



his will he had petitioned for a licence in mortmain for the en-. 
dowment of the chantry, and in obedience to a writ dated 6 April, 
1340 an inquisition was taken on 6 May, 1340 before Walran de 
Lumley, mayor and escheator of the town, in which the jurors 
found that it would not be to the prejudice of the king, if he 
granted licence to Richard de Pykering and Christiana his wife 
to grant seven marks of rent in Newcastle to a priest to celebrate 
masses daily for the souls of Richard and Christiana.8 The 
licence was duly granted on 15 July in the same year.9

Pykering had two daughters, Alice and Isolda, who each had 
issue one daughter, namely, Isabella who married John de'Stowe, 
and Katerina who married Elias del Clay.

In 1369 Pykering’s two grandaughters and their husbands 
obtained licence to alienate a messuage and. shop in Newcastle, 
apparently in augmentation of the chantry, to a priest in All 
Saints for their own good estate and souls and the souls of Richard 
and Christiana de Pykering.10

In the following year John de Stowe, shortly before his death 11 
obtained licence to alienate two cottages to William Browne, 
priest of the chantry of Saint Eligius in the church of All Saints 
for the good estate of John and Thomas de Horton and for the 
soul of Richard de Selby.12 This is the first time that the name 
of the chantry appears in the records.

In the year 1388 there were proceedings in the court of Common 
Bench which give some information about the chantry. The 
action was brought by Isabella de Stowe against Thomas W itte  
and Agnes his wife (daughter of Elias and Katerina del Clay 
and a great grand-daughter of Pykering) and Roland de Kendale,

8 Chancery Inquisitions ad q. d file 255, no. 1 7 .
9 Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1340- 43, p. 8.
10 Chancery Inq. ad q. d., file 370, no. 15 Cal Pat. Rolls 1367- 70, p. 258 .
11 H e  w as d ea d  by 1374  ; Cal. Close Rolls, 1374- 77 , pp. 107, no.
12 Chancery Inq. ad q. d., file 373, no. 18 j Cal. Pat. Roll's, 1367- 70, p. 457 .



priest, the plaintiff claiming the right to present a suitable person 
to the chantry of Saint Eligius in All Saints church.

The following shows the relationship between the parties :—

R ichard  P yk erin g  — C h ristian a .

Iso ld a  =  A lice =

K aterin a  =  E lia s  d el C lay. Isa b e lla  =  John de S tow e.

A gn es. — T h o m a s W itte .
The plaintiff alleged that Richard Pykering and Christiana his 

wife were seised of the advowson of the chantry in the time of 
Edward III and gaye the same to John Hudde ; the descent of 
the purparties of their two daughters is traced, and plaintiff says 
that as nearest heir of Alice the elder daughter of Pykering she 
asked Thomas W itte and Agnes that they should consent to confer 
the chantry on one W illiam Stamford, that Thomas and Agnes 
refused and that she thereupon appointed the said William ; 
and that the defendants impeded her from carrying the appoint
ment into effect. The defendants reply that Isolda was the elder 
daughter of Pykering.13 The result of the action is not given, 
but apparently Isabella de Stowe was not successful as Roland 
de Kendale, one of the defendants, on 28 March, 1389, obtained 
a ratification from the king of his.estate as warden of the chantry.14 
: In 1504 John Esyngton, surviving executor of John Ward, 
late' of Newcastle, merchant, executed his will, made by way of 
an indenture tripartite, in which he provided for the disposal of 
W ard’s, lands and tenements in Newcastle in the maintenance of

13De Banco Roll, no. 5 1 3 , m. 110  ; Year Books 2 Ric. 11 (published by the Ames 
Foundation) p. 195.

14 Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1388- 92, p. 22 .



a priest to  sing divine service in the church of Allhallows at the 
altar o f Saint Eloy. for the souls of John W ard and Margaret his 
w ife.15 This constituted the foundation o f the chantry o f Saint 
John the Baptist in All Saints. Brand, misled b y  a statement of 
the commissioners appointed in 1 5 4 6  for the survey o f colleges 
and chantries treats the two chantries of St. John the Baptist 
and Saint John the Evangelist as one,16 but the chantry o f St. 
John the Evangelist had been founded a century before .17 
"F rom ' the survey o f colleges and chantries made in 1 5 4 8  it 

appears that W illiam Brown was then incum bent o f the chantry, 
a man of 4 4  years, o f honest conversation and qualities, meanly 
learned, and having no other living. The clear yearly value of 
the chantry was 31. 2s. 8 d .. The ornaments were one vest o f 
blue damask, one of white fustian and one of red sea, ‘three 
copperas cases, four altar cloths, two cruets, one mass book  and 
three little can dies ticks,18

Little is known as to the endowments of the chantry. It 
owned a house lying to the north o f the cem etery o f A ll Saints, 
next to a house called ‘ le Dorter/ 19 and from a note in the Liber 
Cartarum we learn on the authority of ‘ old Lawrence A cto n / 
that the chantry had an interest in a solar and a dwellinghouse 
(domus habitacionis) in Allhallowgate.20 In 1 4 9 3  a house in
Burton chare in Newcastle belonged to the chantry .21

Am ong the chantry rents, now known as the Noel fee farm 
rents tw o at least of the St. E lgy rents can be'traced ; 1 1, on land 
in Allhallowbank and 1 05 . on  land in Silver Street.22 The first

15 Brand, i, p. 640. 16 Ibid., 1, p. 366.
17 Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1401-05, p. 166; Durham Cursitor's Records, Chancery Enrolments 

17 Skirlaw, m. 33. 18 22 Sur. Soc. pub]., pp. lxxxi, xc.
19 Rental in Liber Cartarum. 20 LibeY Cartarum, no. 99,
21 Surtees’s Durham (Hill’s ed., Gateshead section), p. 143.
22 Close Roll, 24 Car. 11, pt. 36, no. 20,



of these was probably charged on part of the land numbered 
116 in All Saints parish in Oliver’s map of Newcastle.23

LIST OF CHANTRY PRIESTS OF ST. ELGY.
1340 John Hudde. 1396 John Ayre.25
1370 William Broune. —  John Lethom.25
1388 Roland de Kendale. 1 5 0 1  William Bone ?
1396 William de Wales.24 1548 William Browne.

23 From information supplied by the solicitors to the present owners of the Noel rents.
24 Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1391-96, p. 656. 25 Rental in Liber Cartarum.

^  SIGILLV M ; COM MV IT AT IS BVRGII DE APPILBI 

From a Cast in the possession of the Society.


