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T h e  m o s t  n o t a b l e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  a n d  
D u r h a m  w e r e  b o r n  w i t h i n  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  t h e s e  
t w o  c o u n t i e s .  G r a y ,  B o u r n e ,  B r a n d ,  W a l l i s ,  H u t c h i n s o n ,  
a n d  S u r t e e s  w e r e  a l l  n a t i v e s  ; a n d  t h e  R e v .  J o h n  H o d g s o n ,  
i f  n o t  a  n a t i v e ,  w a s  a t  a n y  r a t e  a  n o r t h - c o u n t r y m a n ,  ' b o r n  i n  t h e  
a d j o i n i n g  c o u n t y  o f  W e s t m o r l a n d .

M r .  R i c h a r d  W e l f o r d ,  w h o  w i l l  b e  r a n k e d  b y  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  
a s  a  h i s t o r i a n  a n d  b i o g r a p h e r ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  t h e  m e n  
j u s t  m e n t i o n e d  w a s  b o r n  w i t h i n  t h e  s o u n d  o f  B o w  b e l l s , a n d ,  
n o m i n a l l y  a t - l e a s t ,  w a s  a  C o c k n e y .  I t  w a s  o n  t h e  29t h  o f  M a y ,  
1836, a t  U p p e r  H o l l o w a y ,  o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s k i r t s  o f  L o n d o n  t h a t  
h e  f i r s t  s a w  t h e  l i g h t .  B u t  h e  w a s  s t i l l  a n  i n f a n t  w h e n  h e  w a s  
t a k e n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  H a d d e n h a m , i n  B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e ,  a n d  i t  
w a s  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  a n d  b o y h o o d  w e r e  
s p e n t .  H e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l . . I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  
q u e e n  V i c t o r i a ’ s r e i g n  e l e m e n t a r y  c o u n t r y  s c h o o ls  a n d  s c h o o l 
m a s t e r s  w e r e  n o t  u s u a l l y  s o  w e l l  e q u i p p e d  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  a s  t o  
a r o u s e  a n y  d e e p  fe e lin g s  o f  r e g r e t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  s u p e r s e d e d . 
T h e r e  w e r e , o f  c o u r s e , e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  a n d  o n e  o f  
t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  t o  b e  f o u n d  a t  H a d d e n h a m .  
T h e  s c h o o l m a s t e r  t h e r e  w a s  a b o v e  t h e  a v e r a g e  o f  h is  c la s s , a n d  
M r .  W e l f o r d ,  a s  h e  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  c lo s e  o f  a  l o n g  l i f e ,  a n d  n e a r l y  
70 y e a r s  a f t e r  h e  h a d  l e f t  h is  c a r e , s t i l l  s p o k e  o f  h i s  o l d  s c h o o l 
m a s t e r  w i t h  e s t e e m , a n d  r e g a r d e d  h i m  n o t  o n l y  a s  a  g o o d  t e a c h e r ,



but what is even o f greater importance in the training o f children, 
as a good  man endow ed with the gift of inspiring his pupils to 
delight in well-doing. He subsequently entered the Baptist 
m inistry and becam e the Rev. Giles Hester, of Sheffield.

A t -this village school and with this teacher Mr. W elford began 
and finished— to em ploy the accepted phrase— his education. He 
was ready to acknowledge that the teaching he got there, was of 
value, that it was good as far as it went. But it was with Mr. 
W elford, as it has been with all men who have done much to help 
forward the intellectual work of the world, it was less what 
others taught him than what he taught himself that counted 
for progress. A  passion for knowledge was awakened early in 
his breast, and with the desire for education there also arose the 
determination to obtain it. He was still a mere boy  when he 
becam e secretary of the reading room  of the village of Hadden
ham, and a m em ber o f a choir known as the Sacred Harmonic 
Society. This village choir gained, and for a number of years 
maintained, a considerable share of local popularity b y  its 
performances o f oratorios without instrumental accompaniments. 
T o the work of the choir, as to everything in life with which he 
becam e closely identified, Mr. W elford gave of his best. His 
connexion with it gratified a natural taste for music which he 
possessed, and developed a technical and practical knowledge 

' which in later years enabled him to while away m any an hour 
pleasantly at an organ, often with his children seated beside 
him  ■ as pupils for training in the art of singing the simple old 
songs and hym ns which he loved. A  member o f his family, 
who looks back to these occasions as to a fragrant memory, tells 
me that Mr. W elford  was never satisfied with a slipshod perform
ance. I f  a mistake occurred a fresh beginning had to be made, 
and the verse was sung and re-sung until the fault was corrected. 
This was in accordance with his practice in all things. He was
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a  f i r m  b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h o r o u g h .  I f  i t  w a s  w o r t h  w h i l e  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d o  a  t h i n g  a t  a l l ,  i t  w a s  w o r t h  w h i l e  t a k i n g  p a i n s  
t o  d o  i t  w e l l .  T h i s  w a s  a n  a x i o m  h e  s t r o v e  t o  l i v e  u p  t o  w i t h  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c o n s i s t e n c y  t h r o u g h o u t  h is  w h o l e  f i f e .

T h e  p i c t u r e  o f  M r .  W e l f o r d  s e a t e d  a t  t h e  o r g a n , w i t h  h is  
c h i l d r e n  b e s i d e  h i m  s i n g i n g  t o  h i s  p l a y i n g ' ,  is a  p l e a s i n g  o n e , 
a n d  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  a  r e v e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l , p u b l i c ,  w h o  
s e l d o m  a s s o c i a t e  s o  e s s e n t i a l l y  d o m e s t i c  a  p i c t u r e  a s  t h i s  w i t h  
t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  o f  a n  a n t i q u a r y .  B u t  M r .  W e l f o r d 's  c o n n e x i o n  
w i t h  t h e  S a c r e d  H a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y  d i d  m o r e  t h a n  f o s t e r  h is  e a r l y  
l o v e  o f  m u s i c .  I t  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  h i m  a  t a l e n t  f o r  a u t h o r s h i p .  
W e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  r e a d  a n d  p r o f i t  b y  t h e  l a t e s t  
p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  h i s  p e n , w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  h is  f i r s t  
l i t e r a r y  e f f o r t s  w e r e  a  s e t  o f  v e r s e s , a n d  a  d u e t  a n d  c h o r u s  
w r i t t e n  f o r  t h i s  c o m p a n y  o f  s i n g e r s . B o t h  t h e  v e r s e s  a n d  t h e  
d u e t  w e r e  s e t  t o  m u s i c  b y  a n  A y l e s b u r y  m u s i c i a n , a n d  t h e  d u e t ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  A y l e s b u r y  n e w s p a p e r , c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  s u n g  f o r  
m a n y  y e a r s  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c h o i r  f o r  w h o s e  u s e  i t  w a s  
p e n n e d .

D u r i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  l a t e r  b o y h o o d  p e r i o d  o f  M r .  W e l f o r d 's  c a r e e r , 
t h e r e  w a s  b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d  i n  m o n t h l y  p a r t s  a  n e w  v e n t u r e  i n  
e d u c a t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e — Cassell's P o p u la r  E d ucator.  S o m e  o f  u s  
a r e  o l d  e n o u g h  t o  r e c o l l e c t  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  e d i t i o n s  o f  t h i s  w o r k ,  
a n d  a r e  a b l e  t o  c o m p r e h e n d , i n  a  m e a s u r e , t h e  i n f l u e n c e  i t  e x e r 
c is e d . T h o u s a n d s  o f  y o u t h s  a n d  y o u n g  m e n  w e r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  
i t  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  w o r k  o f  s e l f - c u l t u r e  ; a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
e a r n e s t  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  o f  t h o s e  w h o  s o u g h t  t h e  a i d  o f  i t s  f i r s t  
is s u e  w a s  y o u n g  R i c h a r d  W e l f o r d .  H e  b e c a m e  a  s t u d e n t  o f  
s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s  o f  le s s o n s  i t  p r o v i d e d  o n  v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t s , 
a n d — s u c h , a n d  s o  s t r a n g e , a r e  t h e  w o r k i n g s  o f  d e s t i n y — i t  w a s  
e n t i r e l y  t h r o u g h  h i s  r e s o l u t e  p u r s u i t  o f  o n e  o f  t h e s e  c o u r s e s , t h e  
le s s o n s  i n  L a t i n ,  t h a t  a  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r o s e , w h i c h  i n  t h e



e n d  g a v e  T y n e s i d e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  p o s s e s s in g  M r .  'W e l f o r d  a s  
a n  a d o p t e d  s o n . A  d i f f i c u l t y  h e  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n d u c e d  M r .  W e l 
f o r d  t o  a s k  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ,  o f  t h e  L a t i n  le s s o n s ; D r .  J o h n  R .  
B e a r d ,  a  w e l l - k n o w n  U n i t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r  i n  M a n c h e s t e r .  T h e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  s o u g h t  w a s  s p e e d i l y  f o r t h c o m i n g , a n d  w a s  g i v e n  i n  
s o  k i n d l y  a  f a s h i o n  t h a t  M r .  W e l f o r d  v e n t u r e d  t o  a s k  f o r  a d v i c e  
a n d  g u i d a n c e  i n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  H e  t o l d  D r .  B e a r d  o f  a  d e s ir e  
t o  b e c o m e  a  U n i t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  w h i c h  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  
w a s  t h e  m o s t  p r o n o u n c e d  o f  h is  a m b i t i o n s .  H i s  s t u d i e s  h a d  b e e n  
d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  t h i s  e n d , a n d  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  a  s a n g u i n e  a n d  
e n e r g e t i c  y o u t h  o f  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  t h e  d e s ig n  w a s  b e s e t  b y  n o  
i n s u p e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s . B u t  D r .  B e a r d  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  s e e n  
a n  o b s t a c l e  i n  t h e  p a t h — p r o b a b l y  a  f i n a n c i a l  o n e , f o r  M r .  W e l f o r d  
w a s  n o t  b o r n  w i t h  a  s i l v e r  s p o o n  i n  h is  m o u t h — a n d  i n  s o u n d i n g  
h i m  a s  t o  h is  o t h e r  l i k i n g s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  e l i c i t e d  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  
t h a t  n e x t  t o  b e i n g  a  U n i t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r  M r .  W e l f o r d  w o u l d  l i k e  
t o  b e  a  j o u r n a l i s t .  I n d e e d  h e  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e g u n  t o  d a b b l e  i n  
j o u r n a l i s m .  H e  w a s  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t o r  o f  p a r a g r a p h s  
a n d  n e w s  i t e m s  t o  a  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r  a n d — y o u n g  t h o u g h  h e  
w a s — h a d  a ls o  a c t e d  f o r  a  w h i l e  a s  d i s t r i c t  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f o r  a  
L o n d o n  n e w s p a p e r , t h e  M o rn in g  S ta r.  I n  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  h is  
j o u r n a l i s t i c  i d e a s , i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  D r .  B e a r d  w a s  a b l e  t o  b e  
o f  r e a l  s e r v i c e  t o  M r .  W e l f o r d .  H e  w r o t e  a b o u t  h i m  t o  a  f r i e n d  
w h o  w a s  a  p r i n t e r  a n d  p a r t  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  a  n e w s p a p e r .  T h e  
f r i e n d  o f  D r .  B e a r d  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  M r .  M a r k  L a m b e r t ,  t h e  h e a d  
o f  a  w e l l - k n o w n  N e w c a s t l e  f i r m  o f  p r i n t e r s  a n d  p u b l i s h e r s , a n d  
o n e  e v e n t f u l  m o r n i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s p r i n g  o f  1854, a  l e t t e r  f r o m  
M r .  L a m b e r t  r e a c h e d  M r .  W e l f o r d ,  t e l l i n g  h i m  o f  D r .  B e a r d 's  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  o f f e r i n g  h i m  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  N e w c a s t l e  
p r i n t i n g  o f f ic e . I t  w a s  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  m o d e s t  b e g i n n i n g  w h i c h  
w a s  o f f e r e d  h i m .  H e  w a s  t o  s t a r t  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  l a d d e r  
o n  a  s i x  m o n t h s '  t r i a l  a t  a  w a g e  o f  10s. 6d. p e r  w e e k . H e  w a s



t o  m a k e  h i m s e l f  g e n e r a l l y  u s e f u l .  W h e t h e r  i t  w a s  t h e  t y p e 
s e t t i n g ,  t h e  p r o o f - r e a d i n g ,  o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  t h a t  
r e q u i r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  h e  w a s  t o  b e  r e a d y  t o  t e n d e r  t h e m  ; a n d ,  
i f  h e  s u i t e d ,  h i s  w a g e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  h is  p e r i o d  o f  p r o b a t i o n  w o u l d  
b e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  15s . o d. p e r  w e e k , r i s i n g  i n  t w o  y e a r s  t o  t w o  
g u i n e a s  p e r  w e e k .  T h e  p r o s p e c t  w a s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n t i c i n g . 
H e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  l i v e  o n  h is  e a r n i n g s  ; h is  r e l a t i v e s  c o u l d  g i v e  
h i m  n o  a s s i s t a n c e , a n d  10s . 6d. p e r  w e e k  w a s  n o t  m u c h  t o  f e e d  
a n d  c l o t h e  a  y o u t h — h e  w a s  17 y e a r s  a n d  10 m o n t h s  o l d  w h e n  
t h e  o f f e r  r e a c h e d  h i m — w i t h  a  h e a l t h y  a p p e t i t e .  H e ,  h o w e v e r ,  
d e c i d e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  r i s k ,  a n d  h a s  o f t e n  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h e  n e v e r  
h a d  a n y  r e a s o n  t o  r e g r e t  t h e  d e c i s i o n . H e  a r r i v e d  a t  N e w c a s t l e  
q u a y s i d e  i n  t h e  L o n d o n  s t e a m e r  B ru is e r  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  25t h  M a r c h , 
1854, a n d  s t a r t e d  w o r k  i n  t h e  G r e y  S t r e e t  o f f i c e , w h e r e  t h e  
N ew castle  C hron ic le  w a s  t h e n  p r i n t e d ,  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  M o n d a y .  
M r .  L a m b e r t  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  g o o d  f r i e n d .  I n d e e d , s a i d  M r .  
W e l f o r d  t o  m e  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n , e v e r y b o d y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e , a n d  
e v e r y b o d y  w i t h  w h o m  h e  h a d  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  N e w c a s t l e ,  
w a s  e x c e e d i n g l y  k i n d  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g . T h e r e  w a s  n o  d o u b t  a  
r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s .  G e n e r o u s - m i n d e d  p e o p l e  a r e  a l w a y s  r e a d y  t o  
g i v e  a  h e l p i n g  h a n d  t o  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  w h o  is  p u t t i n g  f o r t h  a  
g e n u i n e  e f f o r t  t o  h e l p  h i m s e l f .  A n d  t h i s  M r .  W e l f o r d  w a s  d o i n g . 
H i s  w o r k i n g  d a y  w a s  n e v e r  a  s h o r t  o n e . F o r  a  g o o d  m a n y  y e a r s  
a f t e r  h e  f i r s t  c a m e  t o  N e w c a s t l e — I  h a v e  h is  o w n  a d m i s s i o n  o f  
t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h i s — a b o u t  e i g h t e e n  h o u r s  o u t  o f  e v e r y  t w e n t y - f o u r  
w e r e  s p e n t  b y  h i m  e i t h e r  i n  w o r k  a t  t h e  o f f i c e , o r  i n  s t u d y  a t  h o m e . 
I t  w a s  a  h a r d  l i f e ,  n o  d o u b t ,  i n  s o m e  r e s p e c t s . B u t  M r .  W e l f o r d  
c a m e  t h r o u g h  i t  t r i u m p h a n t l y ,  a n d  h e l d  s t r o n g l y  t o  t h e  o p i n i o n  
t h a t  h e  w a s  t h e  b e t t e r  m a n  f o r  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e . I n  t h e s e  d a y s  o f  
b i g  m o n e y  f o r  s h o r t  h o u r s  a n d  a  m i n i m u m  o f  l a b o u r ,  i t  is  w e l l  
t o  r e c a l l  t h i s .  S a m u e l  S m i l e s  s p o r t r a i t  g a l l e r y  c o n t a i n s  m a n y  
i n s t a n c e s  o f  s p l e n d i d  e f f o r t  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  b u t  n o t  m a n y



w h i c h  s u r p a s s  t h e  e x a m p l e  s e t  b y  M r .  W e l f o r d  o f  w h a t  m a y  b e  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  w h o  h a s . p l u c k  a n d  e n e r g y , 
a n d  is  n o t  a f r a i d  o f  a n  e x t r a  h o u r 's  w o r k  e i t h e r  f o r  h is  o w n  o r  
f o r  a  n e i g h b o u r 's  b e n e f i t .

I t  w a s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r i o d  i n  t h e .  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  N e w c a s t l e  
n e w s p a p e r  p r e s s  o v e r  w h i c h  M r .  W e l f o r d 's  j o u r n a l i s t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  
r a n g e d . T h e  w e e k l y  n e w s p a p e r  r e i g n e d  s u p r e m e  w h e n  h e  s t a r t e d .  
B e f o r e  h e  b a d e  f a r e w e l l  t o  t h e  w o r k  h e  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  b i r t h  o f  
t h e  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r , a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  a s  a  s u b - e d i t o r  i n  t h e  
l a b o u r  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  i n v o l v e d .  I t  is  n o t  
e a s y  f o r  u s  o f  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  o n e  w h o  h a s  s o  
r e c e n t l y  l e f t  u s  c o u l d  l o o k  b a c k  t o  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  n o r t h  o f  
E n g l a n d  h a d  n o  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r .  N o w a d a y s  w e  h a v e  o u r  l o c a l  
m o r n i n g  p a p e r  b e s id e  u s  a t  t h e  b r e a k f a s t  t a b l e  ; a t  m i d d a y  w e  
w a i t  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  j o u r n a l ; a f t e r  t e a  w e  s m o k e  o u r  
e v e n i n g  p i p e  o v e r  o u r  e v e n i n g  p a p e r .  T h e  c h a n g e  w h i c h  M r .  
W e l f o r d  w i t n e s s e d  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  w o r l d  w a s  e n o r m o u s , b u t  
t o  t o u c h  a t  a l l  a d e q u a t e l y  o n  h is  p r e s s  c a r e e r  is  a l t o g e t h e r  o u t s i d e  
t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  n o t i c e , a n d  t h o u g h  t h e  s e v e n  a n d  t h r e e q u a r t e r  
y e a r s 'h e  s p e n t  i n  a  n e w s p a p e r  o f f ic e  a r e  f u l l  o f  i n t e r e s t  w e  m u s t  
r e g r e t f u l l y  p a s s  t h e m  b y ,  w i t h  t h e  s in g le  r e m a r k  t h a t  i t  f o r m e d  
a  s p l e n d i d  t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  h i m  i n  t h e  w o r k  h e  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
d e s t i n e d  t o  p e r f o r m  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c .  I t  t a u g h t  h i m  h o w  t o  h a n d l e  
t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  ; a n d  h o w  s k i l f u l l y  h e  c o u l d  u s e  i f  n o  o n e  
h a s  h a d  b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  j u d g i n g  t h a n  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h i s  s o c i e t y  ; i t  m a d e  h i m  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  m a n y  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  
p u b l i c  m e n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  b y  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  h e  a c q u i r e d  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e m  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l y  c o n n e x i o n s , q u i c k e n e d  h is  
i n t e r e s t  i n  a  s u b j e c t  w h i c h  w a s  t o  b e c o m e  p e c u l i a r l y  h is  o w n — - 
l o c a l  b i o g r a p h y ;  a n d  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  n o t  t h e  l e a s t ,  
i m p o r t a n t  o f  i t s  r e s u l t s , i t  s o  f a m i l i a r i s e d  h i m  w i t h  N e w c a s t l e  
a n d  t h e  w a y s  o f  i t s  p e o p l e , s o  s t i m u l a t e d  h is  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e



s t i r r i n g  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  o l d  t o w n  h e  h a d  c h o s e n  a s  h is  h o m e , a s , 
f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  t o  m a k e  a  N e w c a s t l e  m a n  o f  h i m .

M r .  W e l f o r d  j o i n e d  .t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  Newcastle Chronicle a s  a  
g e n e r a l  u t i l i t y  l a d .  W h e n  h e  l e f t  i t  i n  D e c e m b e r , 1861,  h e  w a s  
i t s  s u b - e d i t o r  a n d  h a d  c h a r g e  o f  i t s  l i t e r a r y  d e p a r t m e n t .  F o r  
t h e  e n s u i n g  t w o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  h e  l e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  l i t e r a r y  fr e e  
l a n c e . H e  h a d  a n  o ffic e  i n  S c a i f e 's  C o u r t ,  P i l g r i m  S t r e e t ,  a  l i t t l e  
b e l o w  w h a t  is  n o w  t h e  L i b e r a l  c l u b , a n d  w o r k e d  l a r g e l y ,  b u t  
b y  n o  m e a n s  s o l e l y , f o r  t h e  p r i n t i n g  a n d  p u b l i s h i n g  f i r m  w h i c h  
h a d  b r o u g h t  h i m  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  T h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  
t e l l s  u s  h o w  p a r t  o f  h is  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  w a s  e m p l o y e d .  
T h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y  a n d  v e r s a t i l i t y  w h i c h  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
h i m  b r o u g h t  n u m e r o u s  c o m m i s s i o n s  t o  h is  P i l g r i m  s t r e e t  o f f ic e , 
a n d  i n  t h e  Colliery Guardian a n d  t h e  Mining Journal h e  w r o t e  
m a n y  c o l u m n s  o f  m a t t e r  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  l e a d i n g  i n d u s t r y  o f  t h e  
d i s t r i c t .  I t  is  i m p o s s i b l e  n o w  t o  d o  m o r e  t h a n  m e r e l y  i n d i c a t e  
t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  o f  h is  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  h is  c a r e e r ; 
b u t ,  i n  j u s t i c e  t o  h is  m e m o r y ,  I  t h i n k  s p a c e  f o r  a  s in g le  s e n te n c e  
o u g h t  t o  b e  s p a r e d  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  h e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  a d 
v o c a t e s  o f  a  M i n e r s '  P e r m a n e n t  R e l i e f  F u n d ,  a n d  i n  M a r c h , 1862, 
w a s  u r g i n g  t h e  c o a l  o w n e r s  g e n e r a l l y , t o  d o  w h a t  a  g o o d  m a n y  
i n d i v i d u a l  o w n e r s  h a d  a l r e a d y  p r o m i s e d  t o  d o — s u b s c r i b e  l i b e r a l l y  
t o  t h e  t h e n  n e w l y  i n i t i a t e d  m o v e m e n t  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
t h e  f u n d . ’

B u t  t h e  c h i e f  p o i n t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  t w o  a n d  a  h a l f  years_ 
t h a t  h e  l i v e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  l i t e r a r y  f r e e  l a n c e  w h i c h  is  l i k e l y  t o  
a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  N e w c a s t l e  S o c i e t y  o f  
A n t i q u a r i e s ,  is  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e n  h e  b e g a n  s e r i o u s l y  t o  a p p l y  h i m s e l f  
t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  f r u i t s  o f  h is  . c o n t a c t  
w i t h  a  s u b j e c t  w h i c h  w a s  t o  d e v e l o p e  i n t o  t h e  m a i n  p u r s u i t  o f  
h is  l a t e r  y e a r s , w e r e  a  Handbook to Tynemouth, and the Blyth 
and Tyne Railway,  a n d  a  s i m i l a r  g u i d e  t o  t h e  r e c e n t l y  o p e n e d



‘ W a v e r l e y  R o u t e  ’ t o  E d i n b u r g h ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  i s s u e d  
i n  1863.

I n  t h e  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n  M r .  W e l f o r d  m i g r a t e d  
f r o m  P i l g r i m  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  Q u a y s i d e ,  o n  h is  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  
s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  t h e n  n e w l y  f o r m e d  T y n e  S t e a m  S h i p p i n g  C o m 
p a n y ,  a n d  b e g a n  t h a t  l o n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  l i f e  
o f  N e w c a s t l e ,  w h i c h  w a s  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e l y  s e v e r e d  u n t i l  h e  w a s  
p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  l e a v i n g  h is  h o m e , b y  t h e  b o d i l y  i n f i r m i t i e s  t h a t  
o v e r c a m e  h i m  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  o f  h is  l i f e .  I n  1864 
h e  w a s  a  c o m p l e t e  s t r a n g e r  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  m e t h o d s , b u t  h e  
p o s s e s s e d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  h is  f a c u l t i e s  o n  t h e  w o r k  
i n  h a n d . : T h i s  h a d  s e r v e d  h i m  w e l l  d u r i n g  t h e  t e n  y e a r s  h e  h a d  
b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  j o u r n a l i s m  a n d  l i t e r a r y  w o r k  o n  T y n e s i d e ,  a n d  
i t  p r o v e d  u s e f u l  t o  h i m  a g a i n .  H e  w a s  n o t  l o n g  o n  t h e  Q u a y s i d e  
u n t i l  h e  b e g a n  t o  o c c u p y  a  p r o m i n e n t  p la c e  i n  i t s  d a i l y  l i f e ,  a n d  
i n  c o n n e x i o n  w i t h  t h e  s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c u r e d  
t h e  u n w a v e r i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  h is  c o ll e a g u e s .

H o w  h i g h l y  t h e y  e s t e e m e d  h is  g o o d  q u a l i t i e s  w a s  s h o w n  i n  
a n d  a g a i n  i n  1911, w h e n  h is  m a n i f o l d  s e r v i c e s  w o n  f o r  h i m  

s u b s t a n t i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d  S t e a m s h i p -  
o w n e r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n .  F r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  it's i n c e p t i o n  i n  1871 , 
h e  h a d  a c t e d  as t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s s e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  i t  w a s  o n  h i s  
r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1893, f r o m  t h i s  p o s t ,  t h a t  t h e  l a t e  e a r l  o f  R a v e n s -  
w o r t h ,  o n  b e h a l f  o f  a  l a r g e  b o d y  o f  s u b s c r i b e r s , p r e s e n t e d  h i m  
w i t h  t h e  h a n d s o m e  c h i m i n g  c l o c k  w h i c h  f o r m e d  s o  p r o m i n e n t  
a n  o r n a m e n t  o n  t h e  s t a i r c a s e  o f  h is  h o m e  a t  G o s f o r t h .  I n  
1911, a t  a  m e e t i n g  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  b y  t h e  l a t e  d u k e  o f  N o r t h u m 
b e r l a n d , h e  w a s  h o n o u r e d  w i t h  a  s e c o n d  t e s t i m o n i a l  f r o m  t h e  m e m 
b e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e  A s s o c i a t i o n , b u t  a s  h e  h a d  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  w i s h  
t h a t  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  g i f t  s h o u l d  b e  b e s t o w e d , 
t h e  s e c o n d  t e s t i m o n i a l  t o o k  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  b e n e f a c t i o n  t o  t h e  
T y n e  M a r i n e r s ’ B e n e v o l e n t  I n s t i t u t i o n  a t  T y n e m o u t h .  M r .



W e l f o r d  r o s e  h i g h  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y  w i t h  
w h o s e  p r o g r e s s  h i s  f o r t u n e s  h a d  b e c o m e  l i n k e d  i n  1864. H e  w a s  
b e l o v e d  b y  t h e  s t a f f  w h o  w o r k e d  u n d e r  h i m  ; o n e  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s 
s t e a m e r s  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  h i m  ; a n d  t h e  l a t e  S i r  W i l l i a m  H .  
S t e p h e n s o n , a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  i n  1917, w a s  
n o t  s p e a k i n g  f o r  h i m s e l f  a l o n e  w h e n  h e  e x p r e s s e d  s o r r o w  a n d  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  t h a t  M r .  W e l f o r d  w a s , f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e  
53 y e a r s  o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  a s  a  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y ,  u n a b l e  t h r o u g h  
il ln e s s  t o  b e  w i t h  t h e m  t h a t  d a y .

M r .  W e l f o r d  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  h is  w o r k i n g  d a y  l if e  
w i t h  d i l i g e n c e  a n d  r e g u l a r i t y .  H i s  d a y ’ s w o r k ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  
f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  a n  a t  e n d  w h e n  h e  l e f t  h is  o ffic e  o n  t h e  Q u a y .  
H e  a l w a y s  h a d  p l e n t y  o f  t a s k s  o n  h a n d  t o  o c c u p y  a n y  s p a r e  h o u r  
t h a t  c a m e  h is  w a y .  I t  is  q u i t e  i m p o s s i b l e , w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  
t h e  t i m e  a t  o u r  d i s p o s a l , t o  d o  m o r e  t h a n  c a s u a l l y  r e f e r  t o  a  f e w  
o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  o u t l e t s  f o r  h is  e n e r g y  w h i c h  M r .  W e l f o r d  d i s 
c o v e r e d  f o r  h i m s e l f . '  H e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c h e e r f u l  a n d  g e n i a l  
o f  c o m p a n i o n s  ; n o  o n e  e n j o y e d  a  c h a t  a n d  a  s m o k e  w i t h  a  
k i n d r e d  s o u l  m o r e  t h o r o u g h l y  t h a n  h e . H e  w a s  a  c l u b a b l e  m a n ,  
a n d  c o u l d  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a  s o c i a l  e v e n i n g  w i t h  r a r e  g u s t o , 
a s  s o m e  o f  h i s  o l d  c o m p a n i o n s  o f  N o .  15 a t  t h e  L i b e r a l  c l u b  w e l l  
k n o w .  B u t  o f  h i s  l i f e  a s  a  w h o l e  i t  m a y  t r u l y  b e  s a i d  t h a t  le is u r e  
t o  h i m  m e a n t  s i m p l y  c h a n g e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n .  A s  a  l e c t u r e r  h e  
t o o k  h is  p l a c e  o n  t h e  p l a t f o r m  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  1865, a s  a  
y o u n g  m a n  o f  t w e n t y - n i n e ,  w i t h  a  l e c t u r e  o n  ‘ N e w s p a p e r  w o r k  
a n d  N e w s p a p e r  M e n , ’ a n d  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e l i g h t  t h e  p u b l i c  
w i t h  o t h e r  l e c t u r e s  u n t i l  a d v a n c i n g  a g e ' c o m p e l l e d  h i m  t o  k e e p  
t h e  h o u s e  a t  n i g h t s .  H i s  m o s t  p o p u l a r  d is c o u r s e  w a s  e n t i t l e d  
‘ N e w c a s t l e  a  H u n d r e d  Y e a r s  A g o . ’ W r i t t e n  o r i g i n a l l y  f o r  t h e  
c e n t e n a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e w c a s t l e  L i t e r a r y  a n d  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y  i n  1893, t h i s  l e c t u r e  w a s  g i v e n  b y  h i m  o n  m o r e  t h a n  
f i f t y  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s io n s  i n  N e w c a s t l e  a n d  t h e  v i c i n i t y .



H e  b e c a m e  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  G o s f o r t h  i n  1869, a n d  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  
t o o k  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  l i f e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  I t  w a s  
l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  h is  a d v o c a c y  a n d  p e r s o n a l  e x e r t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  
G o s f o r t h  L o c a l  B o a r d ,  o r  U r b a n  D i s t r i c t  C o u n c i l  a s  i t  is  n o w  
c a l l e d , w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1872. I n  1873 h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  a  m e m b e r  
o f  i t ,  a n d  f r o m  1878 u n t i l  1885, w h e n  t h e  w o r k  o f  p r e p a r i n g  h is  
H is to ry  of New castle an d  Gateshead  c o m p e l l e d  h i m  t o  r e s i g n  h i s  
m e m b e r s h i p , h e  a c t e d  a s  i t s  c h a i r m a n .  H e  w a s  a ls o  f o r  a  t i m e  
a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  B o a r d ,  a n d  w a s  t w i c e  c h o s e n  o v e r s e e r  
f o r  t h e  t o w n s h i p  o f  C o x l o d g e .  H e  w a s  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  f l o r i 
c u l t u r i s t  a n d  r o s e  g r o w e r , a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h i s  h o b b y  
a r o s e  h is  o c c u p a n c y  o f  t h e  p o s t  o f  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  G o s f o r t h  a n d  
C o x l o d g e  F l o r a l  a n d  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y .  I n  m a n y  o t h e r  
w a y s  h e  s t r o v e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  h e  l i v e d  ; 
b u t  h is  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  m e r e l y  p a r o c h i a l .  
I n  t h e  w i d e r  f i e l d  o f  e f f o r t  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  c l a i m s  t o  s u p p o r t  u r g e d  
o n  b e h a l f  o f  v a r i o u s  N e w c a s t l e  s o c ie t ie s  a n d  s o c i a l  a n d  p h i l 
a n t h r o p i c  m o v e m e n t s  h e  w a s  e q u a l l y  r e a d y  t o  r e n d e r  w h a t e v e r  
a s s is t a n c e  h e  c o u l d .  H e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  a n d  f o r  m a n y  
y e a r s  a c t e d  a s  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  N e w c a s t l e  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  C r u e l t y  t o  A n i m a l s ,  a n d  f o r  s i x  o r  
s e v e n  y e a r s  w a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  P h o n o g r a p h i c  A s s o c i a 
t i o n .  I n  1896 h e  w a s  c h o s e n  p r e s i d e n t  o f  N e w c a s t l e  T y p o g r a p h i a  
■— a  m a s t e r  p r i n t e r s '  a s s o c i a t i o n — a n d  d e l i v e r e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d r e s s  o n  ‘ N e w c a s t l e  P r i n t e r s  o f  t h e  18t h  C e n t u r y . '  
I t  w a s  a ls o  i n  1896 t h a t  h e  f i l l e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c h a i r  o f  t h e  
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  S m a l l  P i p e s  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  g a v e  h is  i n t e r e s t i n g  
s k e t c h  o f  ‘ T h e  W a i t s  o f  N e w c a s t l e . '  S c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y  o c c u p i e d  
m u c h  o f  h is  a t t e n t i o n .  H i s  p a s s i o n  f o r  f l o w e r s  m a d e  h i m  a  
b o t a n i s t ,  b u t  a s t r o n o m y  w a s  h is  f a v o u r i t e  s c ie n c e . H e  h a d  a n  
o b s e r v a t o r y  e j e c t e d  i n  h i s  g a r d e n  a t  G o s f o r t h ,  a n d  f o r  a  w h i l e  i t  
s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  a s t r o n o m y  o r  h i s t o r y  w a s



to claim him for its own. We know that history was the victor 
in the contest, and the Armstrong College benefited by the result. 
When he came to a final decision in the matter he made a 
present of the excellent telescope he possessed to the college 
authorities for the use of the students. And so we might go on 
enumerating other examples of his energy, and of the wide range 
over which his activities extended. But sufficient instances 
have been cited to illustrate the marvellous physical and mental 
vigour which distinguished him in his prime. He gave freely 
and willingly to the community what his strength and talents 
enabled him to give ; for, after the manner of the best men of 
the generation he belonged to, he clung to the old idea that 
citizenship demanded service, that to help the community was 
the duty of the individual. Fashions change in thought and 
conduct, as well as in dress. New leaders bring new notions. 
Not that it is the duty of the individual to help the community, 
but that it is the duty of the community to take charge of 
the individual in babyhood and coddle him into manhood is 
the current social teaching that holds the field. Mr. Welford 
and the men of his day thought otherwise.

In 1895  he was appointed a Justice of Peace for the county of 
Northumberland and found time to fulfil the duties of the position 
in a most conscientious manner. On September 25th, 1897 , on 
the presentation of his old friend prof. Philipson— afterwards 
Sir George Hare Philipson— he was admitted to the honorary 
degree of Master of Arts of Durham ; f It is in recognition of 
the services he has rendered to local history and biography/ 
said prof. Philipson, in his presentation speech, ' that the 
university has selected Mr. Welford to be the recipient of one of 
its highest distinctions/ All of us who are here know, and the 
bibliography appended to this notice amply proves how well 
the university's compliment was merited.



T h a t  t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  s t i m u l u s  h e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  h is  
m e m b e r s h i p  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y  w a s  o f  v i t a l  a s s is t a n c e  t o  h i m  i n  t h e  
v a r i o u s  s e l f - i m p o s e d  t a s k s  h e  u n d e r t o o k ,  h e  w a s  e v e r  r e a d y  t o  
a c k n o w l e d g e . H e  j o i n e d  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  M a r c h ,  1879, w h i l e  h e  
w a s  e n g a g e d  i n  r e - w r i t i n g  a n d  e n l a r g i n g  i n t o  h is  H is to ry  of 
Gosforth, w h a t  h a d  b e e n  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  a n d  d e l i v e r e d  a s  a  l e c t u r e  
o n  ‘ G o s f o r t h  A n c i e n t  a n d  M o d e r n . '  H e  q u i c k l y  t o o k  h is  p l a c e  
a s  a  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y ’ s w o r k  o f  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e x p o s i t i o n , 
a n d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  r e m a i n e d  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n d u s t r i o u s  a n d  
p a i n s t a k i n g  o f  t h o s e  w h o  m i n i s t e r e d  t o  it s  s p e c i a l  a i m s  a n d  o b j e c t s .  
H e  w a s  e l e c t e d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  a t  a  m e e t i n g  h e l d  s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a p p o i n t i n g  o f f i c e r s , o n  t h e  18t h  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  
1891, a n d  s i x  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s , a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  i n  J a n u a r y ,  
1897, h e  h a d  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  b e i n g  c h o s e n  as o n e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ’ s 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s .  H o w  k e e n  a n  i n t e r e s t  h e  t o o k  i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  
o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  n e e d s  n o  a s s u r a n c e  o f  m i n e  ; b u t  i t  m a y  p e r h a p s  
b e  w o r t h y  o f  m e n t i o n -  t h a t  r i g h t  u p  t o  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  t h e  l a s t  
f a t a l  s e i z u r e , w h e n  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  h i m  b e c a m e  p r a c t i c a l l y  
i m p o s s i b l e , h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  s a m e  a c t i v e  a n d  u n i m p a i r e d  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  l o n g  w e a r y  
m o n t h s  w h e n  h e  l a y  b l i n d  a n d  p a r a l y s e d  o n  h is  b e d , f e w  t h i n g s  
p le a s e d  h i m  m o r e  t h a n  t o  h e a r  f r o m  a  f r i e n d  a  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  
o f  t h e  l a t e s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y , t o  l e a r n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  p r e s e n t , 
a n d  w h a t  s u b j e c t s  h a d  b e e n  d e a l t  w i t h ,  a n d  t o  h a v e  r e a d  t o  h i m  
t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  is s u e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ’ s Proceedings.

H e  b e c a m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B e r w i c k s h i r e  N a t u r a l i s t s ’ C l u b  i n  
O c t o b e r ,  1889, p111^  ° f  t h e  S u r t e e s  S o c i e t y  i n  M a r c h ,  1893. T h e  
p u b l i s h e d  t r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  s o c i e t y  c o n t a i n  o n e  c o n 
t r i b u t i o n  f r o m  M r .  W e l f o r d  o n  ' J a m e s  E l l i s ,  a  P o e t i c a l  A t t o r n e y . ’ 
H e  h a d  b e e n  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S u r t e e s  
S o c i e t y  w h e n  h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  o n e  o f  i t s  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s .  ' H e  
e d i t e d  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  t h e  S u r t e e s  S o c i e t y ’ s p u b l i c a t i o n s  i s s u e d  i n



1905. T h i s  v o l u m e ,  w h i c h  d e a ls  w i t h  ‘  R o y a l i s t  C o m p o s i t i o n s  
d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  W a r /  is  i n v a l u a b l e  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y ^  
o f  t h e  n o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  17t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  c o n t a i n s  a  
l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  n o t e s  t h a t  h e l p  t o  t h r o w  a d d i t i o n a l  l i g h t  o n  
n o r t h e r n  g e n e a l o g y .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  is s u e  o f  a  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  H o d g s o n ' s  H is to ry  of N o rth u m b e rla n d  w a s  
a r r i v e d  a t ,  M r .  W e l f o r d  w a s  c o - o p t e d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
a p p o i n t e d  t o  o v e r l o o k  t h e  w o r k ,  a n d  h is  w i d e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  
w i l l i n g  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  t a s k s  w h i c h  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  
a  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  s o  m u c h  i m p o r t a n c e  i n v o l v e d ,  p r o v e d  o f  s i g n a l  
s e r v i c e  t o  s u c c e s s iv e  e d i t o r s .

T h e  N e w c a s t l e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  f o u n d  a  w a r m  f r i e n d  i n  M r .  
W e l f o r d .  H e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  m o v e m e n t  w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a  
g o o d  d e a l  o f  - o p p o s i t i o n , s e c u r e d  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ; h e  w a s  
a m o n g  t h e  e a r l i e s t , a n d  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  g e n e r o u s  d o n o r s  
o f  b o o k s  t o  i t ; a n d * f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  h e  a c t e d  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  g o v e r n s  i t s  a f f a i r s  a n d  s e le c ts  t h e  v o l u m e s  t h a t  
a r e  t o  b e  p la c e d -  o n  i t s  s h e l v e s . I t  w a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  t h e r e f o r e , 
t h a t  h is  b u s t  s h o u l d  f i n d  a  p la c e  i n  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t  a l o n g  
w i t h  t h e  b u s t s  o f  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  o f  o u r  l o c a l  p u b l i c  m e n  w h o  h a v e  
b e e n  m o r e  o r  le s s  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  l i t e r a r y  l i f e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  
T h e  b u s t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  h i m  t o  t h e  t o w n  o n  9t h  F e b r u a r y ,  
1912, a n d  a c c e p t e d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  h is  f e l l o w  t o w n s m e n  b y  t h e  
t h e n  l o r d  m a y o r ,  S i r  W i l l i a m  H .  S t e p h e n s o n , i n  a n  a p p r e c i a t i v e  
s p e e c h .

M r .  W e l f o r d  m a r r i e d  M i n n i e  D e v e r e l l ,  o f  L o n d o n ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  
M r .  T h o m a s  D e v e r e l l ,  o f  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y 's  s e r v i c e . T h e  
c e r e m o n y  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  24t h  S e p t e m b e r , 1856. O n  C h r i s t m a s -  
d a y ,  1903, a f t e r  f o r t y - s e v e n  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  y e a r s  o f  h a p p y  m a r r i e d  
l i f e  M r s .  W e l f o r d  d i e d . I n  h e r  m e m o r y ,  M r .  W e l f o r d  p l a c e d  a  
w i n d o w  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  F r e e  C h u r c h  a t  G o s f o r t h ,



F i f t e e n  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s  a f t e r  M r .  W e l f o r d  h a d  f o l l o w e d  h is  w i f e 's  
r e m a i n s  t o  t h e i r  r e s t i n g  p la c e  i n  E l s w i c k  c e m e t e r y ,  h e  h i m s e l f  
w a s  b o r n e  t h i t h e r  a n d  l a i d  i n  t h e  g r a v e  b e s id e  h e r .  H i s  d e a t h  
t o o k  p la c e  o n  20 J u n e ,  1919, i n  h is  d r a w i n g  r o o m , a t  G o s f o r t h .  
D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  h is  l o n g  illn e s s  t h i s  r o o m  h a d  b e e n  
u t i l i z e d  a s  h is  b e d r o o m , a n d  t h e r e  v e r y  p e a c e f u l l y  a n d  q u i e t l y  
h e  p a s s e d  a w a y .  I t  w a s  i n  O c t o b e r ,  19x 5 , t h a t  t h e  e y e  t r o u b l e ,  
w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t o t a l  b l i n d n e s s ,,  b e g a n .  T h i s  
w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n  a t t a c k  o f  p a r a l y s i s .  L o s s  o f  s i g h t  d i d  n o t  
d e p r i v e  h i m  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  h is  w e l l - b e l o v e d  b o o k s .  I f  h e  c o u l d  
n o t  r e a d  t h e m  h e  c o u l d  a t  l e a s t  s i t  b e s id e  t h e m , a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  
d u t i e s  o f  h is  f a i t h f u l  f r i e n d  a n d  s e r v a n t ,  A n n ,  w h o  f o r  n e a r l y  
f i f t y  y e a r s  h a d  m i n i s t e r e d  t o  h i s  n e e d s , w a s  t o  l e a d  h i m  a f t e r  
b l i n d n e s s  c a m e  u p o n  h i m ,  w h e n e v e r  h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  g o , t o  h i s  
o l d  s e a t  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y .  M e n  w h o  l i v e  t o  b e  o l d  w i t n e s s  m a n y  
s c e n e s  o f  s o r r o w , b u t  m y  m e m o r y  c o n t a i n s  n o  p i c t u r e  s o  u n 
u t t e r a b l y  p a t h e t i c  a n d  t r a g i c  a s  t h a t  o f  o u r  o l d  f r i e n d  s e a t e d  
t h e r e , b l i n d  a n d  h e l p l e s s , i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  h is  b o o k s .  F r o m  h is  
b o y h o o d  o n w a r d  b o o k s  h a d  b e e n  h i s  c o m p a n i o n s  ; h e  h a d  t o i l e d  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e m  ; t h e  d e e p e s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w h i c h  l i f e  h a d  f o r  h i m  w a s  t o  h a n d l e  t h e m  a n d  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e m , 
a n d  t e l l  o t h e r s  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  t a u g h t  h i m .  N o w ,  h e - c o u l d ’ 

'h a n d l e  t h e m , b u t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  u s e  t h e m  ; t h e y  s t i l l  h a d  t h e i r  
s t o r ie s  t o  t e l l ,  b u t  i t  w a s  o n l y  b y  t h e  g o o d  w i l l  o f  o t h e r s  t h a t  h e  
c o u l d  l e a r n  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  t o  t e a c h . I t  w a s  p a i n f u l  t o  c o n t e m p l a t e  
h i m  s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  A n d  y e t  t h e r e  c a m e  a  t i m e ,  a f t e r  p a r a l y s i s  
h a d  s e i z e d  h i m ,  w h e n  e v e n  t h e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  o c c u p y i n g  h i s  
s e a t  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y ’ w a s  d e n i e d  h i m  ; w h e n  h e  w a s  e n t i r e l y  c o n 
f i n e d  t o  h is  b e d . B u t  i n  s p i t e  o f  h is  a f f l i c t i o n s  h e  b o r e  h i m s e l f ,  
n o t  m e r e l y  p a t i e n t l y ,  b u t  c h e e r f u l l y  t o  t h e  e n d ,  a n d  i t  is  a  b a r e  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  t r u t h  t o  s a y -  t h a t  w h i l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  r e m a i n e d , 
c h e e r f u ln e s s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a b i d e  w i t h - h i m ,



M r .  W e l f o r d  w a s  s u r v i v e d  b y  t w o  s o n s  a n d  o n e  d a u g h t e r .  
N o w  t h e r e  r e m a i n s  b u t  o n e  s o n , f o r  w i t h i n  l i t t l e '  m o r e  t h a n  a  
w e e k  a f t e r  h i s  o w n  d e a t h  h is  e l d e r  s o n , M r .  W a l t e r  D .  W e l f o r d ,  
p a s s e d  a w a y  i n  L o n d o n ; h i s  o t h e r  s o n , M r .  H .  S t a n l e y  W e l f o r d  
is  w e l l  k n o w n  i n  N e w c a s t l e  c o m m e r c i a l  c ir c le s  ; h is  d a u g h t e r  
M r s .  T w e d d l e  l i v e s  i n  C a n a d a .

A  f a m o u s  a u t h o r  o n c e  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  a  l o n g  l e t t e r  h e  h a d  j u s t  
w r i t t e n ,  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  h e  h a d  n o t  t i m e  t o  w r i t e  a  s h o r t  
o n e . A n  a p o l o g y  m a y  a p p e a r  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  
t h i s  n o t i c e .  I t  is  l o n g , h o w e v e r ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n e e d  
f o r  t i m e  t o  m a k e  i t  s h o r t e r ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  
m a t e r i a l  r e n d e r s  c o n d e n s a t i o n  i m p o s s i b l e .  M r .  W e l f o r d  h a d  a  
l o n g  a n d  a c t i v e  c a r e e r . H e  l o v e d  w o r k  a n d  w a s  a l w a y s  w o r k i n g .  
H i s  a c t i v i t i e s  b r a n c h e d  o u t  i n  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s . I  h a v e  
t r i e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e s e , a n d  i n  d o i n g  t h i s  h a v e  e n d e a v 
o u r e d  t o  r e v e a l  s o m e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  t r a i t s  o f  h is  p e r s o n a l i t y  as 
I  k n e w  i t .  M u c h  m o r e  m i g h t  b e  s a i d  b o t h  a b o u t  h is  c h a r a c t e r 
is t i c s  a n d  h is  w o r k  ; a b o u t  t h e  le s s o n s  t h a t  m a y  b e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  
t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  h is  i n d u s t r y  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a s  a n  a u t h o r  a n d  
a n t i q u a r y  ; a b o u t  h is  r e a d in e s s  t o  p la c e  h is  k n o w l e d g e  a t  t h e  
s e r v i c e  o f  a l l  w h o  a s k e d  i t ; a b o u t  h is  s y m p a t h y ,  h is  m a g n a n i m i t y  
a n d  h i s  h u m o u r .  B u t  I  t h i n k  I  h a v e  s a i d  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s h o w  
t h a t  w h e n  M r .  W e l f o r d  p a s s e d  a w a y  f r o m  a m o n g s t  u s , 
t h e  n o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d  s a w  t h e  e n d  o f  a  f u l l  a n d  u s e f u l  l i f e , 
a n d  t h o s e  w h o  k n e w  h i m  b a d e  f a r e w e l l  t o  a  c h a r m i n g  p e r s o n 
a l i t y .  W h a t  M a t t h e w  A r n o l d  s a i d  o f  h is  f r i e n d ,  m a y  w i t h  e q u a l  
t r u t h '  b e  s a i d  o f  t h e  f r i e n d  w e  h a v e  j u s t  l o s t .

‘ B e  h is
O ur sp e c ia l th a n k s , w h o se  e v e n -b a la n c 'd  sou l
B u sin e ss  c o u ld  n o t  m a k e du ll, n or P a s s io n  w i l d ;
W h o  sa w  life  s te a d ily , a n d  sa w  it  w h o le /
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