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In attempting to give a summary account of the contents of 
the chartulary of the Clervaux family, I have found my labours 
at once lightened and forestalled by the late Mr. W . H. D . Long- 
staffe, who used it freely for the purpose of his genealogical 
account and pedigree of Clervaux and Chaytor.1 It was the 
foundation of a very full and accurate history of the family 
descent, of which it is satisfactory to record, after testing it 
carefully, that it leaves nothing of importance to be revised or 
corrected ; while its thoroughness and lucidity are characteristic 
of the work of a writer who occupied a high position among the 
British antiquaries of his day and is justly honoured by this 
society, with the proceedings of which he was so intimately 
connected. A t the same time, there are a few general points in 
connexion with the volume upon which he left no comment, and 
the details regarding the Clervaux property in Darlington and 
the neighbourhood, being comparatively of little account to his 
main purpose, were not fully treated by him. A  note upon the 
volume itself, by Mr. Robert Blair, has recently appeared in the 
society’s Proceedings 2 ; and the present paper is confined as 
far as possible to material which hitherto has not been printed..

1 Included in Hist. and Antiq. of the parish of Darlington, 1854, pp. lix-lxxx: the 
illustrated pedigree (17 pp.) has no pagination,

2 3 rd. ser., vol. ix, p. 9 8 *



. It  : is necessary, however, to state that the fortunes o f  the 
fam ily as landholders in the neighbourhood of Darlington were 
laid b y  R obert, son o f R obert o f Clervaux, a citizen o f Y ork , 
who, some time before the m iddle o f the thirteenth century, 
acquired a con s id era b le  estate in Croft b y  advancing m oney 
upon a m ortgage to R oald and Henry, sons of R oald  son o f Alan 
•the .constable o f Richmond.,. ̂ Nothing can be said definitely o f 
the origin o f the Clervaux fam ily before its appearance in the 
person of R obert son of R o b e r t ; and * Sir H am m on ■ C lervaux / 
who * came into England with W illiam the Conqueror, who gave 
h im  certaine landes w ithout Bothom e juxta  Y o r k / was probab ly  
more familiar to  the Elizabethan genealogists who vouched for 
his existence than to the Conqueror or to his neighbours in 
Bootham . It is obvious, however, that the nam e Clervaux 
{de C l a r d s  V a l l i b i i s )  is derived from  some place in France ; and 
it m ay at least be hazarded that the ancestors o f the fam ily 'w ere 
tenants upon the property o f the fam ous Cistercian abbey  o f 
.Clairvaux and acquired holdings from  abbeys o f the same order 
in England. This conjecture receives some support from  the 
fact that one R obert o f Clairvaux, probably  the first o f  the fam ily 
who gained a footing at Croft, or his father, appears as a tenant 
o f the abbot and convent o f Fountains at Long Marston, near 
Y ork , in the time of abbot Stephen Eston, who died in 1252 3 ; 
while one H enry of Clairvaux appears am ong the witnesses to 
a charter o f W illiam , earl o f Aumale, who died in 1260, confirm ing 
property at Crosthwaite, Cumberland, to the same abbot and 
convent.4 It will be rem em bered that Fountains-w as directly 
connected b y  affiliation0 with the abbey o f C la irv a u x /so  that 
this is at least a possible clue to the proven an ce:of. a fam ily 
which it is difficult to connect with any place in the nearer parts

aChartuiary of Fountains Abbey, ed. W. T. Lancaster, 19 15/n, 544 (Merstonv no. 115
4 Ibid. 1, 60 (Allerdale, no. £0). *



of France. Another family of the same name was settled in 
Huntingdonshire, at any rate as early as the beginning of the 
fourteenth century ; but there appears to have been no recognised 
relationship between the two families, although they may have 
had a common ancestry.5 ■ '

The Clervaux possessions in Croft were increased by John son 
'of Robert and largely extended during the reign of Edward ii 
by W illiam son of John, who consolidated the family estates in 
Richmondshire. His successors were able to enhance their 
position by a series of excellent matches. His son John Clervaux 
the elder married Eleanor, daughter of Sir Alexander P ercy ; 
in the next generation Sir John Clervaux' (d. 1390) married 
Beatrice, daughter of Sir John Mauleverer. John Clervaux, 
living in 1416, married Isabel, daughter of Richard of Richmond, 
who, by his marriage with the . daughter and heiress of William  
Burgh, founded the second family of Burgh of Catterick. The 
saltire which appears upon the font at Catterick, probably given by  
Isabel’s nephew W illiam Burgh, is most likely that of Cleryaux.6 
Sir John Clervaux, fourth in descent from William, married 
Margaret, second daughter of Ralph, first lord Lumley; and 
niece of Ralph, first earl of Westmorland ; and their son Richard, 
who succeeded his father in 1443, married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Sir Henry Vavasour of Haselwood, co. York.

It is to the pride of Richard Clervaux that we owe the com
pilation of the chartulary. In January, 1464-5, he obtained the

5 The first of the Huntingdonshire family named in the Patent or Close 'rolls is Elias 
Clervaux, implicated in 1 3 3 2  in a breach of the abbo^of Ramsey’s closes at Houghton, 
St. Ives and Huntingdon (Cat. Pat. Rolls 1 3 3 0 *4 , p. 3 8 7 ). A Hugh Clerevaus, rector 
of Aylmerton, Norfolk, occurs in 1 2 4 2 - 3  {ibid. 1 2 3 2 -4 7 , P* 357)- One William Clervaus 
held half a knight’s fee in Enborne, Berks., in 1 2 4 9  {ibid. 1 3 6 4 -7 , p. 2 6 7 ), John Clervaus, 
archdeacon of Suffolk 1 3 7 3 - 8 3  {ibid 1 3 8 1 -5 , P- 1 2 9  ; Le Neve n, 4 8 7 - 8 ) may have been 
one of the Huntingdonshire family; but there is some probability (see page 2 2 6  n.) 
that he belonged to the Yorkshire house. . . . .

6 McCall, Richmondshire Churches, 1 9 1 0 , pp. 2 4 , 2 6 .



lordship of Croft from John, fourth lord Scrope of Bolton, by an. 
exchange of lands in Stapleton, Cleasby, Jolby and Y ork ; but, 
for some years before thus acquiring a tenancy in chief, he was 
known as lord of Croft, and a licence for an oratory in his dwelling- 
house at Croft, granted by William Gray, archdeacon of Rich
mond, on 14 March, 1453-4, was issued to him under the title 
‘ domino de Croft ’ 7 He died in 1490, after successfully weather
ing the political troubles of his day, and was knighted a few  
years before his death by Henry v i i .  The Latin epitaph upon 
his enormous table-tomb in the south aisle of Croft church, 
while it records a devotion to the house of Lancaster suitable in 
one who was honoured by Henry v i i ,  implies also that the claims 
of blood-relationship to the crown through his mother excused 
his temporary fidelity to the house of York :

C L E R U A T JX  R IC A R D U S  J A C E T  H IC  S U B  M A R M O R E  ■ C L A U S U S ,

C R O F T E  Q U O N D A M  D O M IN U S  H U I C  M IS E R E R E  D E U S .

A R M IG E R  H E N R IC I R E G IS  P R O  C O R P O R E  S E X T I ,  ,

Q U E M  D E U S  E X E L S I  D U X I X  A D  A S T R A  P O L I ,

S A N G U IN IS  E D W A R D I  Q U A R T I T E R N IQ U E  R I C A R D I  

G R A  D I B U S  IN  T E R N IS  A L T E R  U T R IQ U E  F U I T ,

Q U I O B IIT  A N N O  D O M IN I  M °C C C C lx X X X .

f Entombed beneath marble here lies Richard Clervaux, sometime lord 
of Croft: have mercy on him, God. Esquire of the body to King Henry 
the sixth, whom God brought to the stars of high heaven, he was of the 
blood of Edward iv and the third Richard in the third degree and was 
also esquire to both. Who died in the year of our Lord 1490/

Longstaffe’s translation misses the point of alter, which refers 
to armiger fro corf ore ; and it must be owned that the author 
of the epitaph was hampered in clearness of expression by  
the exigencies of Latin verse. It would be unkind to apply 
the reproach of the vicar of1 Bray to a gentleman whose

;7 Reg. .Archid. Richmond, 1442-75,.fo. 2pd, ,(MS. Raine, p. z% , !



affection to his exalted relations prevented him from taking 
a side in their domestic quarrels. A loyal subject of Edward IV  

in 1 4 7 0 , he appears to have welcomed the restoration of 
Henry vi in 1 4 7 1 , and was duly pardoned by Edward in 1 4 7 2 . 
His Huntingdonshire contemporary John Clare vaux, it may be 
remarked, was equally loyal to the crown, irrespectively of its 
wearer. With Richard Clervaux the family fortunes reached 
their height. On the death of his great-great grandson, a child 
of six, in 1 5 9 1 , the Clervaux estates passed to his first cousin 
Anthony Chaytor, son of Christopher Chaytor, of Butterby in 
the bishopric, by Elizabeth, daughter of William Clervaux of 
Croft.

To judge by internal evidence, the chartulary was begun 
about 1 4 5 0 , some seven years after Richard Clervaux came into 
his inheritance. The greater part is written in a large and 
rather straggling hand of the formal cursive type and is divided, 
after the usual manner of chartularies, into sections relating to 
the various places in which the property of the family was held. 
It contains 1 6 7  leaves, numbered in red ink in a sixteenth-century 
hand, not including the fly-leaf. The first three leaves contain 
miscellaneous documents relating to Croft; but the actual book 
begins on fo. 4 , which is indexed in the bottom right-hand corner 
jA ., and is arranged in quires of four sheets and eight leaves 
each, the sheets being indexed ijA, iijA, iiijA, followed similarly 
(fo. 1 2 ) by jB, etc. On fo. 2 1  jC is omitted, but fo .2 2  is marked 
ijC. Ff. 2 8 - 3 6  constitute D, fo. 3 5  being an inserted slip. Then 
follow E (ff/ 37-44), F (ff.4 5 -5 2 ), G (ff.5 3 - 6 0 ), H  (ff. 6 1 -6 8 ), I 
(ff. 6 9 -7 6 ), K  (ff, 7 7 - 8 4 ), L (ff. 8 5 -9 2 ), M (ff. 9 3 - 1 0 0 ), N (ff. 1 0 1 -8 ), 
O (ff. 1 0 9 - 1 6 ), P (ff. 1 1 7 -2 4 ), Q (ff. 1 2 5 -3 2 ), and R (ff. 1 3 3 -4 0 )' 
Quire S (ff. 1 4 1 - 8 ), which actually closes the book, is not lettered. 
Ff. 1 4 9 , 1 5 0  are a single sheet; and ff. 1 5 1 - 6 7  are a double 
quire, the number fo. 1 6 3  being omitted and fo. 1 6 4  numbered



tw ice . T h e  secon d fo . 164 is, h o w e v e r, a n  in s e rte d  s lip , w h ic h  

acco u nts  fo r  th e  d is c re p a n c y  in  n u m b e r in g . A l l  th e  la te r  p a r t  

f ro m  fo . 149 fo rm s  a s u p p le m e n t, w h ic h  w as p r o b a b ly  c o m p le te d  

be fore  th e  d e a th  o f M a rm a d u k e , th e  y o u n g e r  son  o f  R ic h a r d  

C le rv a u x , in  1498-9. E v e r y t h in g  f ro m  fo . 4 to  fo . 143, a p a rt  

f ro m  la te r 'm a rg in a l n otes, is in  th e  h a n d  o f  th e  o r ig in a l c o m p ile r  ; 

b u t  f ro m  a p o in t  on  fo . 143 to  the  e n d  o f  q u ire  S is  a series o f  

d o c u m e n ts  w r it te n  in  m o re  th a n  one h a n d . I t  w a s, h o w e v e r , 

u n d o u b te d ly  th e  o r ig in a l c le rk  to  w h o m , a t th e  b o t to m  o f  fo . 

148 d , w h e re  th e  la s t q u ire  w h ic h  he u se d  closes, a  co u p le  o f 

s in g u la r ly  c lu m s y  h e x a m e te rs  r e f e r :

Cressi cognom en scriptor det deus sibi omen
Scripsit tem poramen clerueis que honoris amen.

‘ T h e  w r it e r ,  h is  s u rn a m e  Cressi, G o d  g iv e  h im  g o o d  h a p  ! w ro te  

th e  re c o rd  o f th e  te m p o ra l goods a n d  h o n o u r  o f C le r v a u x . A m e n .’ 

W h e th e r  these lin es w e re  w r it te n  b y  th e  c le rk  h im s e lf , p o s s ib ly  

a do m e stic  c h a p la in , o r  w e re  c o m p ose d  in  h is  h o n o u r  b y  one  o f 

h is  c o n t in u a to rs , t h e y  s h o w  a re m a rk a b le  in a t te n t io n  to  a n y  

ru les o f v e rs if ic a tio n , q u a n t i t y  a n d  accidence. T em poram en  is 

a w o rd  u n k n o w n  to  d ic tio n a rie s  a n d  m a y  h a v e  been  c o in e d  to  

r h y m e  w ith  am en  : its  m e a n in g  a p p e a rs  to  be  th a t  g iv e n  a b o v e .

I f  th e  c o m p ile r  d id  h is  w o rk  con amore, he w a s  n e ith e r  a s k ilfu l  

n o r  a ccu ra te  c o p y is t . E v e n  in  th e  b e st re g u la te d  ch a n ce ries , 

w h e re  th e  process o f re g is tra tio n  w as m o st h ig h ly  d e v e lo p e d , 

w o rd s  m a y  be m is re a d , lin e s  d ro p p e d  o u t  a n d  g e n d e rs  c o n fu s e d  ; 

a n d  w e e x p e c t a so m e w h a t lo w e r s ta n d a rd  f ro m  a p r iv a t e  re g is te r. 

M istakes o f th is  k in d , h o w e v e r, are  so h a b itu a l in  th e  p re s e n t 

v o lu m e  t h a t  w e m a y  assum e th a t  its  w r it e r ’s .k n o w le d g e  o f L a t in  

w as s o m e w h a t d e fe c t ive  a n d  th a t  he  k e p t  a  v e r y  careless e ye  o n  

h is  o rig in a ls . I n  c o p y in g  th e  n u m e ro u s  Y o r k  d o c u m e n ts , he  

su ffe re d  fro m  h is  ig n o ra n c e  o f lo c a l to p o g ra p h y . I n  th e  h e a d in g s



prefixed, to-the groups of charters referring-to the several streets., 
his spelling is quite unguided by pr eced en tan d in his copy 
of the long "will of John Clervaux, citizen, and apothecary of 
York ^1 3 6 7 ), the church of St. Crux (sancte Crucis in Fossegate) 
appears .under the singular‘disguise of ' sancte Crucis infeoffate./ 
a >mistake due to faulty reading supplemented by inattention to 
spelling.' '
,' He also-systematically left out dates of charters and names of 
witnesses.- It is probable that many of the early charters with 
which he had to deal were originally undated, as private.charters 
frequently are even as late: as the fourteenth century. While, 
however, this may be assumed of thirteenth-century charters, 
of which there.are many scattered through the book, most of 
the documents which he” had to copy must have been dated. 
The only dates, however, which he included, with a very few 
exceptions and apart from those contained in the tenor of leases 
for a term of years, are those of powers of attorney granted for 
the delivery or receipt of seisin. Most of the charters therefore 
can be dated oniv approximately. The omission of the names of 
witnesses is more-serious, though it may be excused by the fact 
that the compiler had no obligation to keep modern genealogists 
and their needs in view. Such lists of names, it-is true, -in merely 
local charter? are often unproductive to the searcher ; but they 
occasionally are of great value in proving or-bringing to light a 
forgotten or doubtful identity, and this is illustrated by the 
instances already quoted from the Fountains chartulary.
5 The contents of the Clervaux chartulary may be analysed 
succinctly as follows under the headings of the various places 
concerned. The documents, though varying in character, are 
referred to for convenience's sake- as charters.

C r o f t  (ff, 4- 55) 332  ch a rte rs , v iz . 199 t it le -d e e d s  o f  p r o p e r t y  
a c q u ir e d  b e tw e e n  c . 12 40  a n d - t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  -fifteen th



c e n tu r y  ;(ff. 4 -3 3 ), 10 ch a rters  o f  p r o p e r ty  a cq u ired , b y  R ic h a r d  
C le rv a u x  (ff. 33<l-34d), a n d  123 ch a rte rs  o f  free  te n a n ts  so m e tim e  

o f  C r o ft  .(ff. 3 3d - 55 ). '. : ' —  ' ' ■’ '
■ J o l b y , a .ham let o f  th e  lo rd sh ip  o f  C r o ft  (ff. 5 5 -6 2 ) ,.4 6  ch a rte rs .

L o r d s h ip  o f  W a l m ir e  (ff. 6 2 d -6 3 d ), 12 ch a rte rs .
■1 ,L o .r d s h ip  . o f  E a s t  C o w t o n  (ff. 6 3 d -7 <5d ), 73  ch a rte rs , v i z . ; 
56 ch a rte rs  o f  th e  lo rd sh ip  (ff. 63d *73 d ) .an d  17  ch a rte rs  o f .  free  
te n a n ts  (ff. 7 3 d -7 6 d ). . . .
, C i .t .y  o f  Y o r k  a n d  S u b u r b s  (ff., 7 6 d - i i 2 ) ;  1 7 1 -.charters, v iz;r  
W a lm g a te  ,(ff. 7 6 d -7 9 d ), 15 ; F o ss g a te  (ff. 79CI-81), 5 ; G o llie r g a te  
( f f . -81-84)., 1 1 ;  S t. S a y io u rg a te  (ff,. 8 4 -8 6 d ), 14-; D in n in g d y k e  
(ff. 86^789), 16 ; G o o d ra m g a te  (ff. 89-900!), 3 ; A ld w a r k  (ff. g p d - 
9 2 ), .8 ; .  ;M o n k g a te  (f f . 9 2 -9 6 d ), 15 ; :.J ,u bery  (sic, ff. 9 6 d -9 8 ) , 10 ; 
H u n t in g to n  (ff. 98 , 99 ), 3 ;  J u b b e rg a te  (f. [99 a n d  d .) ,  3.4 
S h a m b le s  (Carnificium, ff. 9 9 d ., 100 ), . 2 ;  G lo v e r g a te  (ff. 100, 
101), 6 ;  F ish e rg a te  (ff. i o i - i 0 3 d ) ,  1 6 ;  O u se g a te  ( f f . I 0 3 d - i9 4 d ) ,  
7 ;  M ick legat.e  (ff. - iQ 4 d -io 6 d ), 8 ; .JVficklegafe g re e n  (ff. i o 6 d - i 0 9 ) ,  
..12 ; ‘ M a rk e tsk y re  ’ (ff. 1 0 9 - n o d ) ,  9 ;  .various fines (ff. i i o d - 1 1 2 ) ,  
8. T h e  h e a d in g  o f  th e  la st s e c t io n , N unc de fimis Reg’ , is  <a 
re m a rk a b le  e x a m p le  o f  th e  cu r io u s  L a t in ity  o f  th e  v o lu m e . •.
, F a rm  w ith  ren ts o f  S t a p l e t o n  (ff. i i 2 - i i 6 d ) ,  28  ch a rte rs .
, .T e n e m e n ts , la n d  w ith  ren ts  o f  D a r l in g t o n  (ff. - i i 6 d - i 2 6 d ) ,  
6 2 . ch a rte rs . . . . .

; L a n d  .w ith  .r e n ts .o f  .H u r w o r t h  ;(ff. I 2 6 d -.i2 8 ) ,  8 . ch a rte rs . , ,
1 G r e a t . S m e a t q n  ( f f . : i 2 8 - i3 o d ) ,  15 ch a rte rs . /
, .  W A R L A B Y ,.in .A in d ?rb y .S te e p le  (ff. I30.d, 1 3 1 ), 4  ch a rte rs .
, .STOKESLEY,(fo, 131 a n d  d ), 4  ch a rte rs ; . - .
1. :S o w b e r  (S o lb e r g e ) , in ,K ir k b y  W is k e  (ff. I 3 id - . i3 3 ) ,  11 ch a rte rs . 
, . T h r in t o f t , in  .A in d e r b y  S te e p le  (ff. I 3 3 d - i3 4 d ) ,  9 ch a rte rs .

Y e d in g h a m , in  th e  E a s t  R id in g  .(ff, i 3 4 d - i 3 f?d), ‘i i . c h a r t e r s , -  
- . , . I )q n c a s .t e r  (ff. i 3 bd , 13 7 ), 3 -ch a rte rs : ; .
. .Ir t o n  b y  S e a m e r  (ff. i 3 7 d -T 3 8 d ) „ 3 ch a rte rs .



M a rria g e  se ttle m e n ts  a n d  fe o ffm e n ts  o f  D a r l in g to n , S ta p le to n , 

etc. (ff. I3 8 d , 139), 6 in  n u m b e r .
W il ls  (ff. I3 9 d -I4 3 ) ,  7  in  n u m b e r , v iz .  : J o h n  C la re va u s , 1283 

(ff. I 3 g d , 140 ), y o u n g e r  son  o f R o b e r t  son  o f R o b e r t  C l e r v a u x ; 

M a u d  C le re v a u s , 12 9 7  (fo . 14 0 ), w id o w  o f th e  p re c e d in g  ; H e lw is e , 

w ife  o f  N ic h o la s  C le rv a u s , 1282 (fo . 140 a n d  d ) ,  N ic h o la s  b e in g  

th e  t h i r d  s o n jo f  R o b e r t  son o f R o b e r t ; J o h n  C le rv a u x , c it ize n  

a n d  sp ic e r (apothecarius) o f  Y o r k ,  1357 (ff. I 4 0 d - i4 2 ) ,  g ra n d s o n  o f 

N ic h o la s  C le r v a u x  ; J o h n  C le r v a u x , c it ize n  o f Y o r k ,  1344 (fo . 142), 
son  o f  N ic h o la s  C le r v a u x  a n d  fa th e r  o f th e  p r e c e d in g ; J o h n  

C le r v a u x  o f  C ro ft ,  13 90  (fo . 142 a n d  d ) ,  g re a t -g ra n d fa th e r  o f 

R ic h a r d  C le r v a u x  (ff. I4 2 d , 143) ; J o h n  C le rv a u x , k n ig h t ; 1443  
(ff  / i4 2 d ,  14 3 ), fa th e r  o f  R ic h a r d  C le r v a u x  a n d  g ra n d s o n  o f th e  

p re c e d in g .
T h e  n e x t  s e ve n  d o c u m e n ts  (ff. I4 3 d -i4 4 d )  re la te  to  R ic h a r d  

C le r v a u x . F iv e  are  g ra n ts  f r o m  H e n r y  v i  b e tw e en  F e b r u a r y ,  

1443-4 a n d  N o v e m b e r , 1447, w h e n  he  w as a p p o in te d  e sc h e a to r 

in  Y o r k s h ir e .  T h e s e  are  fo llo w e d  (fo . 144) b y  le tte rs  p a te n t  o f 

R o b e r t  N e v i l le ,  b is h o p  o f D u r h a m , 20 A p r i l ,  1445, g ra n t in g  to  

R ic h a r d  a y e a r ly  re n t  o f 100s. fo r  life , to  be  p a id  in  tw o  e q u a l 

p o rt io n s  a t  W h its u n t id e  a n d  M a rtin m a s  b y  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  

c o ro n e r  o f D a r l in g t o n  w a rd , a n d  b y  a g ra n t  (fo . I4 4 d ) f ro m  R a lp h , 

se c o n d  e a rl o f W e s tm o r la n d , 20 J a n u a r y ,  1447-8, o f a  y e a r ly  

p e n s io n  o f  61. 13s. 4d. fo r  life  o u t  o f th e  m a n o r  o f O x e n h a ll b y  

D a r lin g to n . T h e  b is h o p  o f D u r h a m , a son  o f th e  f irs t  e a r l o f  

W e s tm o rla n d , w as f irs t  c o u s in  to  R ic h a r d  C le r v a u x ’s m o th e r , 

w h ile  th e  se co n d  e a rl w a s  R ic h a r d ’s f irs t  c o u s in  once re m o v e d . 

T h e  h a n d  in  w h ic h  these  d o c u m e n ts  are w r it te n  is s m a lle r  th a n  

th e  h a n d  re s p o n sib le  fo r  th e  803 d o c u m e n ts  b e g in n in g  o n  fo . 4, 

b l it  o th e rw is e  does n o t  d if fe r  fro m  i t  m a te r ia lly .  ■
43 d o c u m e n ts  o f a m isc e lla n e o u s  c h a ra c te r, in  v a r io u s  h a n d 

w r it in g s , c o v e r  ff. I4 4 d - i4 8 d .  Th e s e  b e lo n g  to  th e  ye a rs  1448-68,



e x c e p t a series re fe rr in g  to  th e  c o n n e x io n  o f th e  h o u s e - o f  S c ro p e  

w ith  th e  C le r v a u x  p r o p e r t y  (ff. 148 a n d  d ), th e  d a te s  o f  w h ic h  are  

1299-1325. T h e  re st co n c e rn  fo r  th e  m o s t p a r t  C r o ft ,  J o lb y ,  

E r y h o lm e , C le a s b y  a n d  H u t t o n  M a g n a . ’A t  th e  fo o t  o f  fo . I4 8 d  

are th e  h e x a m e te rs  a lre a d y  de scrib e d , g iv in g  th e  n a m e  o f th e  
c o m p ile r .

T h e  s u p p le m e n ta ry  d o u b le  q u ire  co n ta in s  65 d o c u m e n ts  ( f f . 149- 

6 2d) o f  th e  t im e  o f  R ic h a r d  C le rv a u x . O n  ff. 163 a n d  d  a re  

tw o  d o c u m e n ts  re la t in g  to  M a rm a d u k e  C le r v a u x , th e  se c o n d  o f 

w h ic h  is an  u n f in is h e d  d r a f t  o f h is  w ill ,  p r o b a b ly  in  h is  o w n  

h a n d .8 F o . i6 4 d , th e - in s e rte d  s lip  w h ic h  is a c tu a lly  fo . i6 s d ,  

c o n ta in s  a s h o rt  lis t  o f re n ts  p a id  o u t  o f  O x e n h a l l ; w h ile  th e  

re m a in in g  d o c u m e n ts  to  fo . i6 7 d  c o n c e rn  E a s t  C o w to n .

A p a r t  f ro m  th e  d o c u m e n ts  e n u m e ra te d  th e re  a re  n in e  re la t in g  

to  C r o ft  o n  th e  s u p p le m e n ta ry  lea ves (ff. i -3 d )  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  

o f th e  b o o k , a n d  tw o  in d e n tu re s  o f  a  la te r  d a te  o n  loose  sheets . 

.L o n g sta ffe  g a ve  th e  to ta l n u m b e r  o f d o c u m e n ts  as 949, \vhich is 

a p p r o x im a t e ly  r i g h t ; b u t  he a p p e a rs  to  h a v e  c o u n te d  s e v e ra l 

w h ic h  are  r e a l l y  p a rts  o f  th e  sam e as b e lo n g in g  to  m o re  th a n  o ne .

I t  n ee d  h a r d ly  be s a id  th a t  th e  g re a t in te re s t o f  th e  c h a r t u la r y  

consists in  th e  p ic tu re  w h ic h  i t  g ive s  o f  th e  g ro w th  o f  th e  fa m ily  

p r o p e r ty .  A  fa m ily  w h ic h  has m a d e  m o n e y  in  an  im p o r t a n t  

t ra d in g  ce n tre  a c q u ire s  la n d  a n d  re n ts  b y  m e a n s  o f  lo a n s  to  

necessitous la n d -o w h e rs . W h ile  its  y o u n g e r  b ra n c h e s  c o n t in u e  

its  c o m m e rc ia l t ra d it io n s  in  Y o r k ,  th e  e ld e r rises in  so c ia l s ta tu s  

a n d  becom es one o f  th e  ch ie f houses in  th e  n o r t h  o f  th e  c o u n t y  

a n d  allies its e lf  to  th e  le a d in g  fa m ilie s  o f  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d . 

O th e rw is e , th e  in te re s t o f th e  v o lu m e  is la r g e ly  lo c a l. T h e  b u lk  

o f th e  p r o p e r t y  la y  in  a  s m a ll a n d  c o m p a c t a re a  in  R ic h m o n d s h ire  

a n d  w ith in  th e  s in g le  w a p e n ta k e  o f  G il l in g  E a s t ,  a n d  so m u c h  o f 

i t  as w as in  th e  b is h o p r ic  la y  close to  C ro ft ,  a t  D a r l in g t o n  a n d



H u r w o r t h .  T h e  lo n g  series o f Y o r k  c h a rte rs  a n d  th e  s m a ll 

section s re la t in g  to  Y e d in g h a m  a n d  D o n c a s te r  ta k e  us fu r t h e r  

a fie ld , b u t  t h e ir  g e n e ra l h is to r ic a l v a lu e  is as lim ite d  as th a t  o f 

th e  re st. I t  m a y  be. s a id  t h a t  th e  o r d in a r y  c h a r tu la r y  appeals  

as a w h o le  to  th re e  m a in  classes o f s tu d e n ts , th e  s tu d e n t  o f 

fe u d a l te n u re s , th e  g e n e a lo g is t a n d  th e  to p o g ra p h e r . O f. te n u re s  

th e  p re s e n t v o lu m e  s u p p lie s  n o  v e r y  s t r ik in g  o r  .e x c e p tio n a l 

e x a m p le s , .w h ile  th e  absence o f  n am e s o f w itnesses is a d ra w b a c k  

to  it s  g en e a lo g ic a l v a lu e . T h e  to p o g ra p h ic a l h is to r ia n , h o w e v e r, 

w i l l  f in d  in  i t  a b u n d a n t  m a te r ia l  fo r  s tu d y . T h e  Y o r k  c h a rte rs  

a re  o f  s p e c ia l.im p o rta n c e ,..a s  a d d in g  th e ir  q u o ta  to  th e  a lre a d y  

r ic h  fu n d , o f d o c u m e n ta ry  e v id e n c e  fo r  .the re c o n s t itu t io n  o f th e  

m e d ia e v a l to p o g r a p h y  o f th e  c i t y  ; w h ile , th e  C r o ft  series s u p p lie s  

a. v e r y  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  fie ld -n a m e s , a n d  an  in s ta n c e  o f a s im ila r  

k in d  w i l l  be  seen in  th e  H u r w o r t h  d o c u m e n ts  c a le n d a re d  in  th e  

sequ e l. H e re , to o , th e  s tu d e n t  o f p la c e -n a m e s  w il l  f in d  b e n e fit .

■ - T h e  p o is o n  o f  th e  v o lu m e  o f  w h ic h  an  a b s tra c t fo llo w s  is s m a ll 

a n d  re la te s  p u r e ly  to  p r o p e r t y  w ith in  th e  b is h o p r ic  at  D a r lin g to n  

a n d  H u r w o r t h .  A b s tra c ts  a re  also g iv e n  o f one o r  tw o  d o c u m e n ts  

o f sp e c ia l in te re s t  to  o u r  s o c ie ty . A  fe w  o f t h e :e a rlie r  D a r l in g to n  

c h a rte rs  a re  t ra n s la te d  in  fu ll ,  as e xa m p le s  o f th e 1 co m p le te  c h a rte r  

fo rm . O th e rw is e , o n ly  th e  e sse n tia l p o rt io n s  o f each d o c u m e n t are  

t ra n s la te d . I t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  in te re s tin g  to  in c lu d e  th e  fa m ily  

w ills , o f  w h ic h  M r, L o n g s ta ffe  g a ve  o n ly  a c u rs o ry  s u m m a ry  ; 

b u t  th e  b e st o f  th e m  b e lo n g  to  .the Y o r k  b ra n c h  o f th e  fa m ily  

a rid  a re  th e re fo re  o u ts id e  th e  m a in  p u rp o s e  o f th is  a rtic le . A s  one 

o f  th e  f a m i ly  m a rr ia g e  s e ttle m e n ts  concerns D a r lin g to n , a n d  as 

t h e y  fo rm  a n  u n u s u a l ly  g o o d  series, t h e y  h a v e  a ll been c a le n d a re d , 

a n d  th a t  o f  R ic h a r d  C le r v a u x  is g iv e n  in  its  o r ig in a l F re n c h . 

T h e  D a r l in g t o n  c h a rte rs  .fo llo w  n o  v e r y  lo g ic a l’a rra n g e m e n t, a n d  

the. id e n tif ic a t io n , o f th e  v a r io u s  .p ie ce s .o f p r o p e r t y  .as d e s c rib e d  

in  d if fe re n t  d o c u m e n ts  is ra th e r  p e r p le x in g : t h e y  h a v e  been



left in their b r ig in a l order; as an attempt to  arrange therri other
wise would lead to some confusion. At the end of the abstracts 
will be found a collection of enrolments bearing upon the 
Clervaux family, taken from the printed calendars of the Patent 
and Close rolls, which adds a few details to Mr. Longstaffe's 
account. For a wider view of the history of the house ahd of the 
part which it played in the affairs of the north of England, that 
admirable compilation, the result of labour of the most minute 
and patient kind, will furnish all that is necessary.

My thanks are due to the owner of the chartulary. Sir Edmund 
Chaytor, who, through the kind offices of Mr. Edward Wooler, 
f . s . a . ,  and Mr. Robert Blair, f . s . a . ,  has allowed me to  be its 
custodian for the purposes of my work upon it, some of the results 
of which are now presented to the society.

I.— DARLINGTON CHARTERS. .7 ;
i [fo. ii6d]. To all who shall see or hear this charter, William son of 

Muriel de Oxenhale, eternal health in the Lord. Know ye that I have 
given, granted and by my present charter confirmed to Stephen Miller 
(Molendinar’) of Nether Conescliue and to Emma his wife my whole land 
with the appurtenances which I have in the field of Derlington, lying in 
Granhoubothum in divers places, together with an acre and a half of the 
land that should revert to me after the death of Pernell (Petronille) 
sometime the wife of John son of Christine de Oxenhale, which she has 
by the name of dowTer, and with the yearly rent of a penny and a half
penny, which the same Pernell was wont to render me yearly ior the same 
land by the name of farm. To have and to hold to the aforesaid Stephen 
and Emma his wife and the heirs and assigns of the same Stephen of the 
chief lords of that fee by the services therefrom due and accustomed, 
freely, quit, entirely, well and in peace, with all the appurtenances, 
liberties and easements that pertain to the whole land aforesaid, for 
ever. And I William and ,my heirs wall warrant and defend for ever my 
whole land aforesaid^ even as it lies in Granhoubothum with the appur
tenances, together with an acre and a half Qf the land aforesaid that



should revert to me after the death of the said Pernell, together with the 
yearly rent of a penny and a halfpenny which she was wont to render 
me yearly for the same land by the name of farm, as is aforesaid, to 
the aforesaid Stephen and Emma his wife, the heirs and assigns of the 
same Stephen, against all men and women. In witness whereof I have 
set my seal to the present charter. These being witnesses. [Early 14th 
century.]

2 [fo. n6d ]. To all etc., Stephen Miller of Conescline and Emma his 
wife, eternal, etc. Know ye that we of our unanimous advice and consent 
and our free will have given, granted and by our present charter confirmed 
to William Oleruaus of Croft our whole land with the appurtenances which 
we have in the field of Derlington, lying in Granoubothum in divers 
places, equally with an acre and a half of the land that should revert-1o 
us after the death of Pernell sometime the wife of John son of Christine 
.de Oxenhale, which she has by the name of dower, and with the yearly 
rent of sixpence which the same Pernell was wont to render us yearly for 
the same land by the name of farm at the four terms-of the year appointed 
in the bishopric of D urham. -To have and to hold to the aforesaid William, 
his heirs and assigns, etc., for ever. And we, Stephen and Emma and 
our heirs, will warrant and defend for ever [the premises specified] to the 
aforesaid William Clervaus, his heirs and assigns, against all folk. In 
witness whereof we have set our seals to the present charter. These 
being witnesses. [Early 14th century.] -

3 [ff. n 6 d , x 17]. T o  all to  w hom  the present w riting shall come, Em m a 
w ho sometime was the wife of Stephen M iller of Nether Conyscliff, everlast
ing health in the Lord . K n o w  ye that I  in  m y lawful power and widowhood 
have released, rem itted and quitclaim ed altogether, as concerning me and 
m y heirs for ever, to  W illia m  Cleruaus of Croft, his heirs and assigns, the 
whole right and claim  w hich I  ever have had or have or in  any case m ay 
have in  all the lands and tenements in  feranothbothem in the te rrito ry  of 
D erlington, the which W illiam : had sometime of the gift of .Stephen Miller 
m y husband. So that neither I  Em m a nor m y heirs nor any other man 
in  our name shall be able henceforward to exact or vindicate any right dr 
claim  for the future in  the aforesaid lands and tenements* w ith  their 
appurtenances in  the te rr ito ry  of Derlington. I n  witness whereof I  have 
set m y  seal to  the present w riting; .These bemg witnesses. [E a rly  14th



4 [fo. 117]. L e t them  that now are and shall be know that I Jo hn  son 
of A dam  W arde of D erlington have given, granted and b y  this m y  present 
charter confirmed to W illiam  Cleruaus of Croft a ye a rly  rent of eight 
shillings issuing from  a tenement in  D erlington wherein Stephen de 
A lverto n  dwells, and which the same Stephen was wont to render me 
ye a rly  from  the said tenement. T o  have and to  ho ld  to  the aforesaid 
W illiam , his heirs and assigns, well and in  peace for ever, receiving the 
said ye a rly  rent year b y  year at the four terms of the year, to  w it at the 
feasts of St. Cuthbert in  March, of the N a tiv ity  of St. Jo h n  the Baptist, of 
St. Cuthbert in  September and S O M a rtin  in  the winter, b y  equal portions. 
A n d  I Jo hn  and m y heirs w ill w arrant and defend for ever* to  the afore
said W illiam , his heirs and assigns, the aforesaid ye a rly  rent of eight 
shillings against all folk. In  witness whereof I  have set m y  seal to this 
charter. These being witnesses. [E a rly  14th century, cf. no. 49.]

5 [fo. 117]. Be it clear to all men by these presents that I John Alman 
of Derlington, clerk, have attorned and put in my place my beloved in 
Christ John Leuerour, clerk, and John Barton of Derlington, my trusty 
attorneys in conjunction and severally and either of them by himself 
and in gross, to sue, recover and receive in my name and levy all the debts, 
rents, damages and arrears that are and should be due to me from all my 
debtors and any persons, tenants or other ministers of mine soever within 
the bishopric of Durham; giving also and rendering to the same my 
.attorneys in conjunction and severally, as is premised, full power to dis
train for the aforesaid debts, etc., and any part of the same in my name, 
and likewise to do and pursue the rights and customs in usage in those 
parts, and to audit the account of my bailiffs, farmers and receivers, and 
to make acquittance where it shall be necessary, and to do in the premises 
and about them all and sundry the other things which I should do if I 
were present in person.' And I shall hold as ratified and approved what
soever the aforesaid my attorneys or either of them, they or he, shall do 
m the premises or in any of the premises. In witness wdiereof I have set 
my seal to these presents. Given at Derlington on the 22nd day of the 
month of September in the fifth year of the reign of king Henry the fourth. 
[1404.]

6 [fo. 117 and d]. To all who shall see or hear this writing John Almah, 
clerk, everlasting health in the Lord. Know ye that I have given, granted 
and by this my present writing confirmed to John Cleruaux of Croft a



burgage with a garden lying in the town of Derlington between the bur
gage of Thomas Surtays, knight, on the eastern side, and the burgage of 
Thomas Cupper on the western side. I have-given also and granted to the 
aforesaid John Clervaux a free rent of twenty shillings yearly from a 
burgage of John del Myres in the aforesaid town of Derlington upon le 
burghrowe between the burgage of Ralph earl of Westmerland on the 
north side and the burgage of John tJkerby, chaplain, on the south side. 
To have, hold and receive [the premises specified] to the aforesaid John 
Cleruaux, his heirs and assigns, of the chief lords of that fee by the 
services therefronr due and accustomed for ever. And 1 the aforesaid 

1 John Atman and my heirs will warrant, etc. [the premises specified] to the 
■aforesaid John Clervaux, his heirs and assigns, against all mortal men 
In witness whereof I the aforesaid John Alman have set my seal to this 
present writing. ' These being witnesses. [1404.] Note in a late 16th 
century hand at the foot of fo. 117: * Burgagium Jacens in lee Burow- 
rowe.’

7 [fo. H7d]. Letters of John Alman, clerk, appointing John Leuerour, 
clerk, and Nicholas Bewyk his attorneys to deliver seisin of the property 
specified in no. 6 to John Cleruaux of Croft. Given at Norwich, 6 October, 
6 Henry iv. [1404.]

8 [fo. 11 yd]. Let them that now are and shall be know that I Robert 
Brune of Derlington have given, granted and by my present charter 
confirmed to William Cleruaus of Croft a messuage in Derlington, even as 
it lies in length and breadth in the street which is called Hundegate between 
the messuage of Robert the cobbler (suioris) and the messuage sometime

' of Adam de Troieshend*. To have and to hold to the aforesaid William, 
his heirs and assigns, of the chief lords of that fee by the services therefrom 
due and accustomed, freely, in quiet, entirely, well and in peace, with all 
the appurtenances, liberties and easements which pertain everywhere to 
the aforesaid messuage for ever. And i Robert and my heirs will warrant, 
etc. in'witness whereof I have set my seal to the present charter.' These 
being Witnesses. [Early 14th century, before 1324-5.] Marginal note in 
a late 16th century hand : ‘ Messuagium jac* in vico de Hungate in 
question.*

! ' 9 [fo. Ii7d]. Release and quit-claim in her widowhood by Joan who 
was the wife of Robert Brome to William Cleruaus, his heirs and assigns, 
of all her right and claim in the property specified in ho. 8, which was



sometime of Robert her husband, b y  reason of dower or for any other 
reason. G iven ahDerlington on M onday after the feast of the Purification 
of a . d . 1324. [3 February, 1324-5.]

10 [fo. H 7 d ]. Charter of Ralph son of Jo hn  de JBlakewel, giving, 
granting and confirming to W illiam  de Cleruaus, his heirs and assigns, 
a ye a rly  rent of 75. 4d. issuing from  a messuage which Jo hn  de D erlington 
holds of the grantor, ly ing  between the messuage which was [the description 
is omitted]. The  rent to  be paid at the four terms of the year, v iz . : W h it 
suntide, St. Cuthbert in  autum n, St. M artin in  the w inter and St. Cuthbert 
in  Lent. T o  hold of the chief lords of the fee b y  the services due and 
law fu lly  accustomed. D istra int and warrant clauses. [E a rly  T4th cent.]

11 [ff. 11 yd, 118]. Charter of W illiam , son of A dam  R.edhod of D e r
lington, giving, granting and confirming to  W illia m  Cleruaus of Croft, his 
heirs and assigns, 18s. ye a rly  rent, v iz . : 10s. issuing from  the tenement 
in  Derlington wherein R obert Brune dwells,9 and 8s. from  the tenement 
wherein Jo hn  Brusse dwells in  the same town. T o  hold of the chief lords 
of the fee, etc. The  rent to be paid at the four [sic] term s appointed in  
the bishopric of D urham , viz . : at St. M artin  in  the w inter so much, 
and at St. Cuthbert in  March so much. W arra n t clause. [P robab ly 
1321 ; see no. 24.]

12 [fo. 118], Charter of W illiam , son of A dam  de Stokesley, giving, 
granting and confirming to  W illiam  de Cleruaus of Croft, his heirs or 
assigns, a messuage w ith  the appurtenances in  Derlington, ly ing  in .B la c - 
wellgate between the messuage sometime of Thom as A rth u r on the east 
and the messuage of Ives (Iuonis) Bell wherein W illiam  called Tannek  
resides on the west. T o  hold of the chief lords, etc. W arran t clause. 
[E a rly  14th century.] Marginal note as before : ‘ Blackwelgait.’

13 [fo. 118]. Th is  indenture witnesseth that Jo hn  Cleruaux of Croft, 
knight, has granted and demised to farm, to Stephen Hardsang of 
Derlington and M aud his wife, a burgage in  Derlington in  the 
street called Skynnergate w ith  a dovecot, ly ing  between the burgage 
of Jo hn  N o n w yk  on the south side and the burgage of Jo hn  Sharp 
on the north  side. T o  have and to  hold'the aforesaid burgage and dovecot, 
w ith  all their appurtenances, to  the aforesaid Stephen and M aud his wife 
for the term  of their lives in survivorship, of the chief lords, etc. ; rendering

9 See nos. 8 and 9.



thence ye a rly  to  John, his heirs and assigns, 6s. 8d.t payable at St. M artin 
in  the w inter and Pentecost next after the date of these presents. Stephen 
and M aud shall keep up and m aintain the premises in  all respects, and 
shall so demise b y  view  of four trustw orthy neighbours what shall be 
found (repertum ) for them  b y  John  N onw yk, the tenant till W hitsuntide. 
D istra int clause for fo rty  days arrears of rent. Clause of re -e n try for 
half a year's arrears. [P ro bab ly after 1417 ; see no, 22]. Marginal note 
as before : ‘ Skynnergate. '

t4 [fo. 118]. Indented charter of John  Cleruaus. chivaler, giving, 
granting and confirm ing to  Alexander Steuenson of Scott on a burgage 
w ith  its appurtenances in  Derlington, situated in  Hungate between the 
burgage of Jo h n  Sharp on the west and the burgage of John  N orm an, 
clerk, on the east. T o  hold to  Alexander for term  of his life of the chief 
lords, etc. W arra n t clause. [P robab ly after 1417.] Marginal note as
before : * H un g ate .'

15 [fo. n 8 d ]. Indented charter of R ichard Cleruaux, esq., giving,
granting and confirm ing to  H e n ry  Vavasour, esq., a burgage w ith its
appurtenances in  D arlington, situated in  Skynergate, which was in  the 
tenure of W illia m  Barker. T o  ho ld  to  H e n ry  for term  of life of the chief 
lords, etc. W a rra n t clause. [A fter 1443.]

16 [fo. u 8 d ] . Letters patent of W alter [Skirlaw] bishop of D urham , 
appointing Thom as G ra y, W illiam  Gascon, H ugh de W estw yk, and John  
-de Preston, his justices, together w ith  their associates, to  take the assise 
of novel disseisin which, b y  the bishop's w rit, Jo hn  del M vre and Joan 
his wife have arraigned before them  against John Sumpton and others 
contained in  the original brief, concerning a holding in Derlington. T h e y  
are commanded to take.the assise for a certain day and place prefixed 
b y  them , to  do therein w hat belongs to  justices according to the law and 
custom of the realm  of England and of the bishop's roya l liberty, saving 
to  the bishop the amercements therefrom  forthcoming. W ith  command 
to  the sheriff of D urha m  to  cause the assise to come before them for the 
certain da y and place which th e y shall make know n to him. G iven at 
D u rh a m  b y  the hands of H u g h  de W estw yk, the bishop's chancellor, 
15 December, the second year of.his pontificate [1389.]

17 [fo. n 8 d ]. F ina l concord made in  the bishop's court at D urham , 
W ednesday next after the Cjrcumcision, 12 H e n ry  iv  and 6 Thom as



[Langley], bishop of D urham  [7 Jau. 1410-11 or 1411-2],10 before R alph 
de Eure, R ichard'de N orton, Robert de W icliff and Jo hn  Conyers, justices 
assigned; and afterwards, Tuesday before St. Matthew, 1 H e n ry  v  and 
8 Thom as [19 Sept., 1413], granted and recorded before the said Ralph, 
R ichard, R o b e rta n d  James Strangwys, justices assigned, and other fa ith 
fu l of the said lord  bishop then present there : between Jo h n  Cleruaus of 
Croft, querent, and Denise (Dionisiam) the daughter of W illiam  Ta illo u r of 
Derlington, deforciant, of three messuages and a bovate of land w ith  the 
appurtenances in  Derhngton and Brafierton, whereof a plea of covenant 
was summoned between them  in  the same court. Denise recognised that 
the premises were the right of Jo hn  and granted for herself and her heirs 
that tw o messuages and a bovate of land of the premises, which Jo h n  
del M yre of D erlington held for the term  of his life of her heritage on the 
day whereon this concord was made ; and also that a messuage w ith  the 
appurtenances of the premises in  the tow n of Derlington, which Jo h n  
H enrison and Margaret his wife held for the term  of M argaret’s life of 
Denise’s heritage, on the day whereon this concord was made ; the which, 
after the deaths of the said John.del M yre and Margaret, should revert to  
Denise and her heirs ; should, after the decease of the said Jo h n  del M yre 
and Margaret, remain in  entirety to Jo h n  Cleruaus and his heirs, to  hold 
of the chief lords, etc. W ith  grant of warrant. A n d  for this recognisance, 
grant, warrant, fine and concord Jo hn  Cleruaus gave Denisea sore sparrow - 
hawk. Marginal note as before : * Brafferton et D arlington.’ [The  words 
‘ Braffa’ton et D a rlin g to n ’ also occur at the heads of ff. 119, 120, w ith  
* Braffa’ton ’ b y  itself at the head of fo. 120. ‘ Braffarton ’ in  a large hand
(15th or early 16th century) is w ritten twice in  the m argin of fo. 119, w ith  
reference to  nos. 19, 20J

18 [ff. 1 i8d, 119]. Another copy of the same final concord.

19 [fo. 119]. T o  all who shall see or hear this w riting, Jo h n  del M yre 
of Derlington, everlasting health in  the Lord . Seeing that I  ho ld  tw o 
messuages and a bovate of land w ith their appurtenances in  D erlington 
and Brafferton for the term  of m y life only, the reversion thereof after m y 
decease belonging to John  Cleruaus of Croft, his heirs and assigns ; know 
ye that I  have granted and b y  these presents surrendered to the aforesaid 
Jo hn  Cleruaux, his heirs and assigns, m y whole estate aforesaid and w hat
ever I  have in  the lands and tenements aforesaid and in  w hat part of the

10 The regnal and pontifical years are incompatible, as Langley was consecrated pn 
8 August, 1 4 0 6 . The pontifical year is possibly the right one.



same soever. So, to wit, that neither I, the aforesaid John del Myre, 
nor my heirs nor any other man in our name shall be able in future hence
forward to exact, claim or challenge any right or claim in the aforesaid 
lands and tenements with their appurtenances or in any parcel of the 
same, but shall be excluded for ever by these presents from every action 
of law and claim thereof. In witness whereof I have set my seal to these

■ presents. [Probably about 14^3.j ■ Marginal note in late 16th century 
h a n d : ‘ This doth  m encon m y lands in Brafferton. ’ Hand drawn in 
margin.

20  [ff. 1 1 9 , ngd]. Release and quit-claim by John de Myre to John 
Cleruaux of Croft and his heirs of his whole right and claim in all his 
burgages, lands and. tenements, rents and services in the towns of Der
lington and Braferton and their territories with all their appurtenances, 
which he had of the gift and feoffment of John Spycer in marriage, together 
with the reversion of a lime-kiln, when it shall fall in, in the street of 
Scynnergate in Derlington. So that neither he, John de Myre, etc.

' W arra n t clause. [P robab ly about 1413-] Marginal note in 1 7 th century 
h a n d : ' Jo hn  de M ire .’

2 1  [fo. 1  xgd]. Release and quit-claim by William Barbour of Derlington 
to Henry Tailbois 11 of Hurworth, his heirs and assigns, of his whole right

■ and claim in a burgage situate upon le Bururawe in the tow n of Derlington, 
w ith its appurtenances, between the burgage of Sir Ralph de Ewer, knight, 
on the north, and the burgage of Sir John de H uckerby, chaplain, on the 
south, which H enry has of the gift and feoffm ent of William, as appears 
b y  the charter made thereof b y  W illiam  to  Henry, his heirs and assigns. 
So that, etc. W arrant clause. D ated on the eve of All Saints, 5 H enry v. 
[31 Oct., 1417.]

22  [fo. ngd]. Charter of Henry Taillor of Hurworth, giving, granting 
and confirming to Stephen Hardsang and Maud his' wife,and the heirs 
and assigns of Stephen, 12 a burgage situate upon le Borowerawe in Der
lington between the burgage of Thomas Burgh on the north and the 
burgage of William Douff on the south. To hold of the chief lords, etc. 
Warrant clause. ■ [After 1 4 1 7 ].

11 Sic. This may be a misreading for Taillor— cf. no. 22. See also nos. 26, 27. 
But William Tailboys occurs in the Hurworth charters, no. 1,

12 Cf. no. 13.



23 [fo. i ig d ] .  Charter of John  B ruys  of D erlington/3 g iving ,.granting  
and confirming to  W illiam  de Cleruaus dwelling (manenti) in  Croft, his 
heirs and assigns, a messuage ly in g  in  the town of D erlington between the 
tenement of Stephen de A lm iton  [sic] 14 on one side and the tenement of 
W illiam  de B ur don on the other. T o  hold of the aforesaid John, his heirs 
and assigns, of the chief lords, etc. W arra n t clause. [E a rly  14th 
century.]

24 [ft. H 9 d , 120]. The  present w riting indentured (cyrograpkatum) 
between W illiam  de Cleruaus of Croft and W illiam  son of A dam  Redhod 
witnesseth, that if W illiam  Redhod, or his heirs or assigns, shall have 
satisfied W illiam  de Cleruaus, his heirs or assigns, of 2 marks sterling which 
W illiam  de Cleruaus lent to W illia m  Redhod at W hitsunday 1322, W illia m  
Cleruaus from  that time grants for himself and his heirs and assigns 
whomsoever that the quit-claim  which he has in  his possession from  
W illiam  Redhod, respecting'a ye a rly  rent of 185. in  the tow n of, D e r
lington to be received from  two burgages in  the same town, v iz ., 10s. from  
the tenement wherein R obert Brune dwells, and 8s. from  the tenement 
w h e re in jo h n  B ruys  dwells,15 shall be rendered and restored w ithout a ny 
gainsaying or hindrance, saving only to W illiam  Cleruaus, his heirs and 
assigns, the term  of 8 years which began at W hitsuntide 1321 ; wherein 
W illiam  Cleruaus is enfeoffed b y  a charter : the which feoffment together 
w ith  the charter W .C. shall render and restore to W .R . after the said term 
of eight years. T o  have and .to hold the rent premised to W .R . his heirs 
and assigns for ever entirely, well and in  peace w ithout a n y disturbance. 
B u t if the aforesaid two marks are not paid at the term  -aforesaid, the

‘ said ye a rly  rent shall rem ain to  W . de C. his heirs and assigns, together 
w ith  the quit-claim . A n d  if the money is paid at the term aforesaid, 
W .C , grants for. himself, his heirs and assigns, that the aforesaid q u it
claim of 185. shall be of no v irtue  or value. [ i 3220

25 [fo. 120]. Release and quit-claim  b y  W illiam , son of Adam  Redhod 
of Derlington, to W illiam  Cleruaus of Croft, his heirs and assigns, of his 
whole right and claim in  the tw o burgages specified in  no. 24. So that, 
etc. [1321 or 1322.] Marginal note in  17th century h a n d : ' Redditus 
annus (sic) octodecem solid*.'

26 [fo. 120]. Charter of W illiam  Barbour of Derhngton, giving, granting



and confirm ing to  H e n ry  Ta y lb o vs  [sic] 16 of H u rw o rth  the burgage as 
specified in  no. 21. T o  hold of the chief lords, etc. W arran t clause [1417].

27 [ff. 120, i2od]. Th is  indenture made between W illiam - Barbour of 
D erlington  of the one part and H e n ry  Ta y llo u r of H u rw o rth  super Teyse 
of the other witnesseth that, whereas W illiam  b y  his deed has enfeoffed 
H e n ry  in  a burgage in  Derlington situate upon le Burwrawe w ith all its 
appurtenances and profits, which W illiam  had in  the town of Derlington 
abovesaid ; to  hold to  H e n ry , his heirs and assigns, as is more fu lly  con
tained in  a charter of feoffment made thereof : nevertheless H en ry , for 
himself, his heirs, executors and assigns, wills and grants b y  these presents 
that, at whatsoever time W illiam , his heirs and executors or any other 
person in  their name shall pa y to H e n ry , his heirs or executors or their 
certified attorney, ten m arks sterling w ithin  the six years next following 
after the date of these presents, the aforesaid charter of feoffment and the 
seisin thereby had of the aforesaid burgage w ith  its appurtenances afore
said shall be held fo r n a u g h t: otherwise it  shall rem ain in  its force and 
v irtu e  of fu ll right. In  witness whereof the parties aforesaid have alter
nately set their seals to  the parts of this indenture. G iven on the 16th 
day of June, 5 H e n ry  v. [1417].

28 [fo . i 2 o d ]. C h a rter  o f E m m a , d a u g h ter  o f W a lte r  B r a d e f o t .o f  
D e r lin g to n , 'g iv in g , g r a n tin g  a n d  con firm in g  in  her w id o w h o o d  a n d  la w fu l  
p o w er t o  Sir A d a m , so n  o f J o h n  S tu t of D e r lin g to n , c h a p la in , her k in sm a n , 
h is  h eirs a n d  a ssig n s , her w h o le  te n e m e n t im D e r lin g to n , even  as it  lies  in  
e v e r y  d ir e c tio n  in  le n g th  a n d  b r e a d th  b e tw e e n  th e  te n e m e n t o f th e  sa m e  
Sir A d a m  o n  on e  side a n d  th e  te n e m e n t so m e tim e  of J o h n  B a illim a n . 
T o  h o ld  of th e  c h ie f lo rd s , e tc ., ren d erin g  y e a r ly  t o  th e  heirs o f  W ill ia m  
d e  R u le  a n d  th e ir  a ssig n s 1 2 5 . a t  th e  fo u r  te rm s  o f th e  y ea r  a c c u sto m e d  
in  th e  b ish o p ric  o f  D u r h a m . W a r r a n t  c lau se . [ 1 4 t h  c e n tu ry .]

29 [fo. i2od]. Release and quit-claim  b y  Margaret, sometime the 
daughter of Jo h n  Forestar of Castelsoureby, in  her -widowhood, to Sir 
A dam  de Derlington, chaplain,17 and his heirs, for herself and her heirs, 
of all her rig h t and claim in  'a messuage and three acres of land which 
were of the aforesaid John, sometime her father, in  the aforesaid tow n 
So that, etc. [14th century.]

30 [fo. i2od]. Charter of A dam  Stut of Derlington, chaplain, giving

16 Possibly Tayllor. Cf. nos. 21, 22, and see no. 27.
17 I.e. Adam Stut : see no. 28.



granting and confirming to W illia m  Spicer (Apotecar') o± D erlington .and  
Joan his wife, and the heirs and assigns of W illiam , a messuage w ith  the 
appurtenances in  Derlington, which is between the messuage of A d a m  
Broune on the one side and the messuage which was sometime of W alter 
B radfut on the other. T o  hold of the chief lords, etc. W a rra n t clause. 
[14th century .J

31 [fo. 121]. Charter of A dam  Stut of Derlington, chaplain, g iving 
granting and confirming to W illiam  Spicer of.D erlington and Joan  his wife 
a burgage w ith  the appurtenances in  Derlington, which contains in  breadth 
56 feet and in  length 56 feet, and lies between the burgage of A dam  Ferour 
on one side and the burgage of John  Broun, clerk, on the other, in  the 
street which is called behind the garth {retro gardinum). T o  ho ld  of the 
chief lords, etc. W arrant clause. [14th century.]

32 [fo. 121]. Th is  indenture made between Sir Jo h n  A lm an  of D erlington, 
chaplain, of the one part and Joan  Spicer of the same and Thom as, son 
of the said Joan, chaplain, of the other, witnesseth tha t Jo h n  has granted 
and demised to  Joan and Thom as a ye a rly  rent of 20s. issuing from  a 
tenement which Joan holds in  the borough of D erlington between the 
tenement of Thom as de Towres on the one side and the tenement of Jo h n  
B roun  on the o th e r; the which tenement was sometime of W alte r Bradfote. 
T o  hold the said rent to Joan and Thom as from  St. M artin  in  the wunter, 
1353, for the term  of four years fu lly , completely, freely, quit, well and in  
peace. And, if  it  happen that John  die w ith in  the aforesaid tim e, or 
sell or alienate the said rent, which God forbid, then Jo h n  grants, on 
behalf of himself and his executors, that he is bound to  Joan  and Thom as 
or their heirs in  4I. sterling and is strictly bound b y  pledge of fa ith  to  p a y  
it  w ith in  the aforesaid terms. And, if it  happen that, after the aforesaid 
four years, Joan and Thom as shall w ittin g ly keep back the aforesaid 
rent for half a year, they shall be bound to  John  or his heirs in  tw en ty 
silver shillings. [1353, for which cf. no. 44 ; b u t no. 39 makes the year 
* 3 5 2 ]-

33 [ff. 121 , I 2id j .  Th is  indenture witnesseth tha t R ichard de Preston 
and Cecily his wife have granted and w ith  unanim ous consent demised 
to  farm  to  John  Spicer of Derlington and Em m a the wife of the said 
Jo h n  in  survivorship a burgage towards the well opposite the said Jo hn 's  
kiln, half a bovate and an acre of land w ith  all their appurtenances and 
commodities whatsoever in  the tow n and te rr ito ry  of Derlington. T o



hold to  Jo h n  and Em m a for the term  of their life and the life of either of 
them  of the chief lords, etc. ; rendering ye arly  to  R ichard and Cecily or. 
one of them  or their certified attorney at D erlington 145. [sic] 4d. of the 
usual m oney at the four terms of the year appointed in  the bishopric of 
D urham : W ith  righ t of e n try  to  R ichard and Cecily if the rent is fifteen,
days in  arrear. Jo h n  and Em m a or the survivor shall at their decease, 
b y  the view  of leal neighbours, demise the premises in  as good state as 
th e y  received them  at their entry. R ichard and Cecily grant warrant. 
T h e y  also w ill and grant fox themselves, their heirs and executors, that 
a ll-the ir lands and tenements in  the towns of Ja ru m  and Derlington and 
the te rr ito ry  ol the same shall be firm ly  bound in  101, of money told, if 
Jo h n  and Em m a or the s u rv ivo r be hindered from  obtaining peaceful 
possession of the premises. In  witness whereof the parties have alternately 
set their seals, etc. [M iddle 14th century.]

34 [fo. 12id ]. Charter of A dam  Stut of Derlington, chaplain, granting 
to  W illia m  Spycer of D erlington and Joan his wife that a messuage w ith 
its appurtenances in  the borough of Derlington, which is between the 
messuage which was sometime of John  B aillyfm an on the one side and 
the messuage w hich was of Jo h n  Stut, the grantor's father, on the other, 
the w inch messuage Em m a B radfot holds of A dam  for the term  of her 
life ,18 w ith  reversion after her decease to A dam  and his heirs, shall remain 
to  W illia m  and Joan  and the heirs of W illiam . T o  hold of the chief lords 
etc. W arra n t clause. [14th century.]

35 [f°- I2 id ] .  Release and quit-claim  b y  Nicholaa who was the wife 
of Jo h n  E m m ak of H un e w yk , in  her widowhood and law ful power, for 
herself and her heirs, to  W illia m  Spicer of Derlington and his heirs, of all 
her righ t and claim  in  a messuage and an acre of land w ith  the appurten
ances in  the tow n and ie rrito ry  of Brafferton. So that, etc. W arrant 
clause. [14th century.] M arginal note in  16th century h a n d : 'B raffer
ton. *

36 [ff. 12id , 122]. Charter of Adam , son of Jo hn  Stute of Derlington, 
chaplain, giving, granting and confirming to  W illiam  Pasmore of Braffor- 
to n  and Joan, the g ra n tor’s sister and the heirs of their bo dy law fully 
begotten, tw o th irds  of his messuage in  Derlington which is in  the street 
called Behindegarthes between the burgage of Jo hn  Spicer and the burgage 
sometime of W illia m  Skinner (P ellip a rij) , together w ith  the reversion of

■ I v . : "  , 1 - c ' . * ’ 1
18 See no# 2 8 .



the th ird  part when it  shall fall in. T o  hold of the chief lords, etc. H e  
grants also that W illiam  and Joan and their heirs as above shall be qu it 
of a ye a rly  rent of 18 silver pence which Joan was wont to render to  him  
from  a tenement which A lan  de Barton held on the day of the m aking of 
the present charter. W ith  reversion and remainder of the premises, in  
whole or in  part, if  W illiam  and. Joan die w ithout law ful heirs, or if the ir 
heir, if  any there be, predecease them, to the grantor and his heirs together 
w ith  the ye a rly  rent aforesaid, which he wishes to  be revived  from  that 
time, to  whose hands soever the tenement out of which the same rent 
previously issued shall have come. W arran t clause. [14th century.]

37 [fo. 122]. W ritin g  of John  Spicer, g iving and granting to  Jo hn  del 
M yre and Joan his wife and the heirs of their bodies la w fu lly  begotten, the 
reversion of a burgage in  Derlington, when it  shall fall in, w ith  all its 
appurtenances, situate in  Skynnergate between the burgage of Jo h n  de 
Barton on the north and the burgage of J o h n  de N o n w yk  on the s o u th ; 
the which burgage Richard Calling holds of.the grantor for the term  of 
his life. W ith  gift and grant to  the same of the reversion of another 
burgage in  Skynnergate between the burgage of Sir R a lp h  de Neude on 
the north  and the burgage of John  Ferour on the south3 the which 
reversion should revert to the grantor after the decease of Margaret Cope. 
T o  hold of the chief lords, etc. W ith  reversion to himself and his right 
heirs, if Jo hn  de M yre and Joan die w ithout law ful heirs. W arra n t clause. 
[Before 1397J 19 Marginal note in  17th century ha nd : ‘ duo bu rg 1 
iacentia in  Skynergaite.’ «

38 [ff. 122, I22d]. Charter of W illiam  de Rule, giving, granting and 
confirming to Hawise, sometime the wife of John  Stote, and the heirs of 
their bodies law fu lly begotten or their assigns, a burgage in  the tow n 
of Derlington, ly ing  between the burgage of W alter B radfot and the 
burgage of Geoffrey de Napis, containing in  length 31 feet and in  
breadth 22 feet. T o  hold to  them  b y  the yearly rent to  the grantor, his 
heirs or assigns, of Ss. at the four terms of the year appointed in  the 
bishopric of^ D u rh a m ; doing also to  the bishop due and accustomed 
service. W arrant clause. [E a rly  14th century.]

39 [fo. i22d]. T o  all who shall see or hear this indentured w riting

T £eJ ate is apparently limited by the mention of Sir Ralph Neville, who was created 
earl of* Westmorland'm 1397. ' John del Myre’s wife Joan "seems "to have been John 
Spicer’s daughter'; see no. 20, f ' 1   t ■ • r -  • r 7 t



Joan  Spicer of D erlington and Thom as, son of the same Joan, eternal 
health in  the L o rd . W hereas Jo h n  A lm an  of Derlingtori, subdeacon, 
enfeoffed us of 20s. w o rth  of ye a rly  rent, even as his charter made to  us 
thereof more fu lly  witnesseth, we w ill nevertheless and grant for ourselves 
and our heirs tha t we have a righ t in  the aforesaid rent o n ly  from  St 
M artin  in  the winter, 1352, for the term  of the four years fu lly  complete 
next lollowing. A t  the end of the which term  we w ill that the aforesaid 
charter be v o id  and of no v irtu e  and shall come into  John 's  hands. A n d  if  
it  happen tha t we or our heirs or assigns shall w ittin g ly hold the aforesaid 
charter w ith  the rent and seisin beyond the aforesaid term  for half a year, 
we then w ill and grant for ourselves and our heirs that webe bound to  John 
in  20s. silver, which lies b y  inheritance in  the tenement which Joan holds 
in  the borough of D erlington, which was sometime of W alter Bradefote, 
T o  have and to  hold to  Joan  and Thom as and their heirs for the abovesaid 
term s freely, quit, well and in  peace. W arrant clause from  John  to  Joan 
and Thom as. In  witness whereof the parties have set their seals alter
nately to  these indented writings. [1352 ; b u t nos. 32, 44, make the year

1 3 5 3 ]-

40 [fo. I22d]. Th is  indenture witnesseth that Joan  who was the wife 
of W illia m  Spicer of Derlington, in  her w idowhood and lawful power, has 
demised to  Jo h n  W hitnek  a burgage in  the street which is called behynde- 
thegarthes, between the tenement of Alexander de Barton on one side 
and the tenement of W illia m  de Esseby on the other. T o  have and to 
hold to  John, his heirs and assigns, for the term  of nine years next after 
the date of the m aking of this indenture fu lly  complete, of Joan and her 
heirs, fo r a certain sum  of m oney which Jo hn  gave to  Joan  in  ready cash. 
A n d  Jo h n  for the abovesaid term  shall do every service which is due for the 
aforesaid burgage, as in  watchings \vigiliis) and other services whatsoever 
except comm on suit. A n d  Jo h n  shall m aintain the burgage and demise 
it  in  as good or better state than he received it  at the end of the term  
aforesaid. A n d  Joan  finds Thom as de V k e rb y  of Derlington her surety 
that Sir Thom as Spicer, son of Joan, w ith in  a year next following the 
drawing up of these presents, shall make a confirm ation of this indenture 
b y  his w riting. A n d  hereupon the same Thom as became surety, under 
pain of 30s. to  be paid to  John, if  the confirm ation be not made w ith in  
the said year b y  the said Sir Thom as. W arrant clause from  Joan to  John. 
In  witness whereof the parties, etc. [M iddle 14th century.]



41 [ff. i22d, 123]. Charter of John Spicer, giving, granting and con
firming to Sir John de Vckerby, chaplain, his heirs and assigns, a burgage 
in Derlington, situate upon le Burghrawe between the burgage of Sir 
Ralph de Neuyl on the north and the burgage of the said Sir John on the 
south with all its appurtenances. To hold of the chief lords, etc. War
rant clause. [Before 1397 : cf. no. 37].

42 [fo. 123]. This indenture witnesseth that Richard de Preston of ' 
Jarum and Cecily his wife, daughter and heir of John de Thorp of Der
lington, have granted and demised to farm to Joan Spicer of Derlington 
and her heirs, half a bovate and an acre of land lying in the fields of Der
lington which were of John Bruyse. To hold and have to Joan and her 
heirs for the term of ten years fully complete, rendering therefrom yearly 
to Richard and Cecily and their heirs, during the term abovesaid, for all 
services, etc., 16s. of silver at the four terms of the year appointed in the 
bishopric of Durham. In case of disturbance by Richard and Cecily, 
the said R. and C. bind themselves to Joan and her heirs in 10L sterling 
conjointly and separately by means of a pledge. And, if Joan and her 
heirs pay anything for the aforesaid land to the bishop of Durham or 
others, R. and C. grant that this shall be allowed to Joan and her heirs 
out of the aforesaid farm. And if Joan leave the aforesaid land within 
the term aforesaid during her lifetime, she binds herself to R. and C. or 
their heirs by means of a pledge in 10I. sterling. And at the end of the 
term aforesaid Joan or her heirs shall demise the aforesaid land in as good 
or better state than that in which it was on the day whereon she entered 
it. Warrant clause. In witness whereof the parties, etc. [Middle 14th 
century.]

43 [ff. 123, 123d]. Charter of John de Vckerby, chaplain, giving 
granting and confirming to John Spicer a burgage in Derlington situate 
upon le Burghrawe between the burgage of Sir Ralph de Neuyl on the 
north and the burgage of the grantor on the south with all its appurtenances. 
To hold to John Spicer for the term of his life of the chief lords, etc., with 
remainder after his decease to John del Ayre [szc] 20 and Joan his wife and 
the heirs of their bodies lawfully begotten. And if John del Myre and 
Joan die without such heirs, the premises shall remain to John Spicer 
and his heirs. Warrant clause. [Before 1397 : see no. 41.]

44 [fo. 123d]. Identical with no. 32. [1353].



45 [fo. 123d]. This indenture witnesseth that Joan, the relict of William 
Spicer of Derlington, in her widowhood and lawful power, has granted and 
demised to John her son a tenement in the borough of Derlington which 
lies between the tenement of Joan on the one side and . the tenement 
sometime of John Broun on the other. To hold to. John for the term of 
his life, for a yearly rent of 8.5. payable at Whitsuntide and; St. Martin in 

»the winter. And John shalltdo the services therefrom due and accustomed 
to the chief lords of the fee. Warrant clause. [Middle 14th century.]

- 46 [fo. 123d]. Charter of Thomas Spicer, chaplain/ of Derlington 
giving, granting and confirming-to John Spicer his brother, his heirs and 
assigns, all his burgages-in the town of Derlington which he has of hered
itary right and of purchase with, his money.; with-further gift oDall his 
goods, debts and chattels in whose hands soever they shall be found. 
To hold of the chief lords, etc. Warrant clause. [Middle 14th century.]

47 [fo. i24d]. Identical with no. 45.
48 [fo. i2^d]. Charter of Margaret de Stapelton, giving, granting and 

confirming in her lawful power and widowhood to William the son of 
Roger her s<pn and his heirs, or to whomsoever he shall will to give, sell or 
assign it in any manner, her whole messuage in its entirety with its whole 
breadth and length even as it lies in the town of Derlingfcon between the 
messuage sometime of Thomas, vicar of the same, and the street of Northe- 
gate, and a toft in Hundegate which lies between the toft of Peter son of 
Adam the clerk and the toft of Walter, son of Roger of Cunesclyfue, with 
all its appurtenances, etc. To hold of the chief lords, etc., rendering 
therefrom and doing to the bishop of Durham all the due and accustomed 
services thereto pertaining. Warrant clause. [About 13 4 3 ] 21

49( [ff. 124,, i24d]. Indentured charter of John, son of Adam Ward 
of Derlington, giving, granting and confirming to Stephen de Aluerton, 
merchant of Derlington, his heirs and assigns, all that messuage, with its 
appurtenances in the borough of Derlington which lies between the 
messuage of Master Richard on the south and the messuage of the 
same Stephen, which he bought of Roger Redeberd, on the north. 
Toehold of the chief lords, etc, rendering therefrom yearly t o  John, 
his heirs and assigns, 8s sterling at the four terms of the year, etc., So

21 Thomas the vicar is probably Thomas de Rainham, who resigned in 1343 (Longstaffe, 
o p . c U .t p. 205).



that, as is ordained between them with the assent of Stephen, John, 
his heirs and assigns may distrain for their farm at each term both within 
the tenement which he has of Roger Redeberd and the tenement which 
he has of John after they shall be built together (posiquam ooedificabuntur). 
Warrant clause. [Early 14th century; see no. 4.]

50. [fo. I24d]. Charter of William, son of David Dyer (Tinc-tor*) of 
Derlington and Agnes his spouse, giving, granting and confirming to 
William de Rule and Helwys his wife, their heirs and assigns, a burgage in 
the town of Derlington which was of the tenement of William de Cotsouh’22 
by the tenement which was of Stephen de Boteler on the east. To hold 
of the grantors, rendering therefrom yearly a rose at the feast of St. John 
the Baptist, and doing to the bishop of Durham all the due and accustomed 
services. Warrant clause. [Early 14th century.]

51 [fo. i24d]. Charter of William de Hilton and Maud his wife,23 
giving, granting and confirming to Margaret, the relict of William de Rule 
in Derlington, all that messuage with the appurtenances in Derlington 
which was sometime of Henry Dene in Blacwelgate, lying between the 
messuage of the grantors on one side and the chief messuage of Margaret 
on the other. To hold of the chief lords, etc., rendering therefrom yearly 
to William Redehode of Derlington, his heirs and assigns, 35. sterling at 
the accustomed terms. Warrant clause. [About 1320.]

52 [ff. I24d. 125]. Charter of Walter Passemore of Brafferton, giving 
granting and confirming to William Passemore his brother and Joan 
daughter of John Stute of Derlington and the heirs of their body lawfully 
begotten, 8 acres of his arable land with appurtenances in the field of 
Brafferton, to wit, 2 acres lying upon les buttes of Vchrethoomere, \ an 
acre upon Capelsmerewelle, a rood in le Westerfeld, a rood upon Braunche 
acre, i j  rood upon le Denebanckis, a rood abutting upon le Swynekerr, 
a rood upon Cauden abutting towards the north and towards the south 
upon its western side, £ an acre at Euldeneend abutting upon Vchresmere 
an acre at Capelsmeresik, an acre at Merbetheheued, \ an acre at Danes- 
cruk’, an acre at the head of the same, £ an acre by the land of Algode

22 S ic . Cotsouh’ =  Cocshou, i.e; Coxhoe.
23 William Hilton, younger son of John Hilton, was living in 1314-5, as appears from  

Longstaffe’s Hilton pedigree. Longstaffe thought he might be identified with a rector 
of Wigton, Cumberland, who died in 1 3 3 2  ; but this charter shows that he was a layman 
with a wife.



abutting upon Herimanmedues, a rood upon le Howe abutting towards 
the south and north, and a rood upon le Howe abutting towards the 
east and west. To hold of the chief lords, etc. rendering therefrom 
yearly to Walter and his heirs 8d. silver at Christmas. And if it happen 
that William and Joan die without heirs of their bodies lawfully 
begotten, or if their heir, if any there be, predecease them, the premises 
shall revert and remain to the right heirs of Walter. [First half of 14th 
century.]

53 [fo. 125]. Charter of Robert, son of Nicholas of Derlington, giving 
granting and confirming to William, son of Thomas of Blacwelle, his heirs 
and assigns, a burgage in the town of Derlington which lies in Bathilgate 
between the burgage of Sir John de Esby, chaplain, on one side, and the 
burgage of the said William on the other. To hold of the chief lords, etc. 
Warrant clause. [Date uncertain.]

54 [fo. 125]. Charter of Adam called Qwytby of Derlington, giving 
granting, confirming and quitclaiming to William de Rule of Derlington, 
Helewyse his wife, their heirs and assigns, all his burgage which he had in 
the town of Derlington, lying between the burgage of John Brune of the 
same on the one side and the burgage of the grantor’s sister Helewyse on 
the other, for a certain sum of money which William and Helewyse paid 
him in his need. To hold of the chief lord of Durham [sic\t etc. With 
special quit-claim clause. Warrant clause. [Probably beginning of 14th 
century.]

55 [ff. 125 and d]. Charter of Peter, son of William .de Cokeshowe, 
giving, granting and confirming in his lawful age and proper power to 
William de Eue [sic],24 all his houses with their appurtenances in Derlington 
which were of the said William his father, lying between the house of 
Stephen on one side and the house of John Stute which was sometime of 
Ralph Fysse on the other. To hold to William and Helewys his wife, and 
the heirs or assigns or legatees of William, doing therefor, for the grantor 
and his heirs, to the lord bishop and the aforesaid borough the services 
appertaining to the premises. Warrant clause. [Probably beginning of 
14th century.]

56 [fo. 123d]. Indentured charter of John de Nesbite, granting, giving 
and confirming to William Spicer (Apothecavio) of Derlington and Joan his 
wife that tenement with the appurtenances in the borough of Derlington



which lies in front of the market, between the tenement which was some
time of John Butcher (Carnificis) on one side and the tenement of Adam 
Brun on the other ; to wit, the tenement which the grantor had of the 
sale of Sir William Wilimot, chaplain. To hold for the term of their life 
of the grantor and his heirs, doing all services due and accustomed which 
pertain to that tenement. . And they shall keep up the whole building 
in as good state as it was on the day of the making of this instrument. • 
And if the tenement be worsened in aught, this shall John and his heirs 
see once every year with other neighbours ; and if they find any default, 
they shall distrain and keep back the distraints until the tenement be 
competently amended in all its defaults. Rendering therefrom yearly 
to the grantor and his heirs a mark of silver at St. Martin in the winter 
and at Pentecost, and a stone of tallow. Warrant clause. [14th century].

57 [fo. 123 d], Identical with no. 48.
58 [ff 123d, 126]. Charter of Roger de Stapilton called Glede, giving 

granting and confirming to Robert his son and the heirs of his body 
lawfully begotten, all his tenement in Derlington which lies between the 
tenement of Roger Candeler on the one side and the tenement of Maud de 
Bradeley on the other. To hold of the chief lords, etc., rendering there
from to Paul and Gilbert, sons of the grantor, and to the survivor of either 
and their heirs 6s. at two terms, viz. at Whitsuntide and at St. Martin in 
the winter. And if Robert dies with no heir of his body, the premises 
shall revert to Paul and the heirs of his body lawfully begotten, rendering 
therefrom 3s. yearly to Gilbert his brother at the terms abovesaid ; so, 
however, that if Gilbert die before his brother, the said farm of 3 s. shall 
be totally extinguished. But if Paul die with no heir of his body, the 
tenement shall revert to Gilbert and pass by inheritance to the next blood. 
Warrant clause. The grantor sets his seal to the one part remaining 
in the hands of Robert, and to the other Thomas de Kirkeby, guardian 
appointed of the said Robert, has set his seal. [14th century, cf. nos. 
4 8 /5 7 - ]

59 [fo. 126], Writing of John de Neuton and Helwys de Quiteby his 
wife, granting, giving and confirming to Walter Bradefoth of Derlington 
and Maud his wife an area of their burgage in Derlington lying next the 
burgage of Walter and Maud on the south where they are resident, which 
contains 152 feet in length and 8 feet [sic] throughout in breadth. And a 
burgage at the head of the said area which was spmetime of, Nicholas



Tanner (tantiator') with the whole length and breadth even as it lies between 
the tenement of William Redhod on the one side and the burgage which 
sometime was of Adam Butcher (Camific’) on the other, for a sum of money 
which they have paid in hand. To hold of the bishop of Durham by the 
services, etc. And if it happen that the premises be evicted or darraigned 
from William and Maud or their heirs or assigns by any judgement of a 
law-suit, the grantors are bound to restore them the 4-J marks which 
they have paid them in hand. Warrant clause. [Early 14th century.]

60 [fo. 126]. Gift, grant and quit-claim by Thomas de Brigenhale 
dwelling in Derlington, to Sir Hugh de Brigenhale, chaplain, his kinsman 
by blood, his heirs and assigns, of his whole right and claim in a messuage 
and croft in Derlington which the grantor sometime had by purchase of . 
Thomas Scotte of Derlington with their whole length and breadth as they lie 
in Northgate between the tenement which was sometime of Peter de Wale- 
mirthe on the one side and the tenement which was sometime of Robert 
son of Walter on the other. To hold of the chief lord, etc. So that, etc 
[Date uncertain.]

61 [ff. 126, i26d]. Charter of Margaret de Stapelton, giving, granting 
and confirming, in her widowhood, to William son of Roger her son and 
bis heirs or to whomever he will make assignment a toft with its whole 
breadth and length even as it lies in the town of Derlington between the 
burgage of the same William and the street of Northgate. To hold’ of , 
the bishop of Durham doing all due and accustomed services. Warrant 
clause. [14th century, cf. no. 48.]

62 [fo. i26d]. Charter of William Redhud of Derlington, giving 
granting and confirming to Margaret, relict of William de Ruyl, sometime 
burgess of Derlington, t o s . worth of yearly rent proceeding from the house 
wherein Roger Cobbler (Sutor) of Derlington dwells,25 and also 12s. yearly 
rent issuing from the house wherein Alexander Spicer (Apothecar*) dwells. 
To hold of the chief lords, etc., even as the grantor received the premises 

' of the gift and grant of William de Ruyl then deceased (dissoluti] with 
peaceful seisin. Warrant clause. [About 1320.]

T h e  a c c u r a te  d a t in g  o f  th ese ch a rters  is a m a tte r  o f  so m e  
d if f icu lty , a n d  o n ly  a p p r o x im a te  d a te s  ca n  b e  g iv e n . T h e  p ieces  
o f  p r o p e r t y  are a lso  d iff icu lt  to  id e n t i fy  p re cise ly . T h e re  seem s,



however, to be a certain fam ily connexion between some o f the 
families mentioned.

(1 ) Helewys, wife o f W illiam de Rule, was probably  the 
daughter o f Adam  W hitby o f Darlington (no. 54) ; and probably 
Helewys W hitby, wife o f John Neuton (no. 59), was the sister 
o f Adam  m entioned in no. 54 . W illiam  de Rule m arried a second 
wife Margaret, who survived him (nos. 5 1  and 62). This Margaret 
m ay have married again and be identical with Margaret Stapilton, 
m other o f R oger (no. 6 1 ) ; but this seems doubtful, and, if there 
is an identity, it is more likely that she was a w idow  when she 
married W illiam de Rule. No. 29 raises the question whether 
she m ay not be Margaret, daughter o f John Forestar o f Castle 
Sowerby.

(2 ) John Stut o f Darlington had a son Adam  Stut or Adam  
of Darlington, who was in holy orders and m ay be the Adam  of 
Darlington who was rector o f Crathorne in 134 8  (Longstaffe 
op. cit., p. 2 1 2 )'. He also had a daughter Joan, who married 
W illiam Pasmore of Brafferton (nos. . 36 , 5 2 ). W hether Joan 
married W illiam Spicer o f Darlington as her second husband is 
not certain, but it is at least possible (see nos. 3 0 , 3 1 ). Joan 
Spicer, who survived her husband and was living in 13 5 2  or 1353 ’  
(nos. 3 2 , 39) had tw o sons, John who married a certain Em m a 
(no. 3 3 ), and Thom as, a priest (nos. 3 2 , 39), and their daughter 
Joan married John del Myre (no. 20 ). This would account for 
the eventual acquisition o f the Stut and Spicer property in 
Darlington b y  the Clervaux fam ily early in the fifteenth century ; 
while the property o f the Bradefots, kinsfolk o f the Stuts (no. 28 ), 
brings in the W hitby and Rule parcels, and appears to have 
passed through Adam  Stut and the Spicers to John del. Myre 
and his wife.

The property acquired b y  W illiam Clervaux needs no explan
ation ; but the tentative explanation given above m ay serve to

3  ser ., vox*. *v ij. 1 5



connect a series o f docum ents which,, looked at in this light, falls 
into some order out o f chaos. Some of the deeds m ay be earlier 
than 13 0 0 . Those which do not seem to be later than 13 2 5  
have been dated * early 14 th century ’ ; those which possibly 
lie between 13 2 5  and 13 5 0  or rather later as ‘ 14 th ce n t / or 
‘ ■middle 1 4 th c e n t / A fter this date one m ay speak with more 
certainty. . ..
; I I .— H U R W O R T H  C H A R T E R S.

i [fo./i26dl. Charter of Richard son of Geoffrey de Nesham, granting 
and confirming-to John de Kendal, servant of the rector of the church 
of Hurthe worth, his heirs or assigns, six acres of arable land even as they 
lie by places in the territory of 'HutHworth* [sic] ; viz., one acre lying at 
Walwath between the land of William Taylboys on the east and that of 
John de Hurthworth on the w est; one butt on the west side of the meadow 
called _ Dameagneysheng; three butts on the north side of the same 
meadow ; one butt at Strandergate between the land of William Tailboys 
on the east and that of William de Skyrningham on the w est; one selion 
between the ways between the land of John de Hurthworth on the-north 
and that of Isabel daughter of Olive on the south ; one butt at le Crok 
del Milnegate between the land of William de Skyrningham' on the south 
and that of John de Hurthworth on the north ; the west part ‘del Grene- 
howendes ’ and the capital selion lying between Skyrningham flat on the 
north and the land of John de Hurthworth on the south ; one selion at 
Crobrigges between the land of John de Hurthworth on the west and that 
of Isabel daughter of Olive on the east; the capital selion butting upon 
the cross towards Nesham ; one selion at Grenedikes between the land 
of William Tailboys on the east and that of John de Hurthworth on the 
w est; and one .butt at.Neubihous by Theese. The which six acres fall 
to Geoffrey de Nesham as his heritage after the decease of Olive who was 
the mother of Alice, sometime his mother. To hold of Geoffrey and his 
heirs, rendering to the chief lords, etc. Warrant clause. [Early 14th 
century.]

'2 [fo.' 127]. Charter of Adam son of Thomas de Nesham, granting and 
confirming to John de Kendal, his heirs or assigns, six acres of arable 
land in .the territory' of Hurtheworth ; viz., three acres on Langebrotes 
between the land of John Mustere on the south and that of Robert.de



' Heppal on the north ; an acre and a half on le Shortebrotes between the 
land of the prioress and convent of Nesham on the north and that of John 

’ de Hurthworth on the south ; half an acre at Skitebrigg between the land 
of the rector of the church of Hurthworth on the east and that of Richard 
de Stanlowe on the w est; three roods at Halikeldebergh between the 
land of the rector on the west and that of Richard de Stanhowe on the 
east; and- one rood in Hauerholm between the land of the rector on the 
south and that of Richard de Stanlowe on the north. To hold of the 
chief lords of the fee, etc. Warrant clause. [Early 14th century.]

‘3 [fo. 127]. Release and quit-claim by Adam son of Thomas de Nesham 
to John de Kendal, his heirs or assigns, of his right in the property specified 
in no. 2. [Early 14th century.]

4 [ff. 127 and d]. Charter of John de Kendale, granting and confirming 
to Maud, sister of William de C-lereuaws, two selions of arable land in the 
field of Hurtheworth in the place called Cleue, which abut on the Tese 
upon the west side and lie by the land of John de Hurthworth on the 
south. To hold of the chief lords, etc. Warrant clause. [Early 14th 
century.]

5 [fo. i27d]. Charter of John de Kendale, granting and confirming to 
William de Clereuaws, his heirs and assigns, twelve acres of arable land 
in the fields of Hurthworth ; viz., six acres on le Brotes and Skytebrig 
which he had of the gift and feoffment of Adam son of Thomas de Nesham26; 
1 acre at Crobrigg between the land of John de Hurthworth on the east 
[szc] ; one rood at the cross of Nesham by the land of Robert de Heppal 
on the east; one rood at Grenedik between the land of William Tailboys 
and that of John de Hurthworth ; half an acre at Crakardik by the land 
of William de Skyrningham on the south ; one rood at Benelandes by the 
land of John de Hurthworth on the south ; one rood at le Milnegate by 
the land of John de Hurthworth on the south ; one acre at Pilmor between 
the land of William Taylboys on the north and the said pasture of Pilmor 
on the south ; one acre at Walwath between the land of John de Hurth
worth on the west and Goldefiate on the east; half an acre in the place 
called Bytwenthegates between the land of John de Hurthworth on the 
north and that of John de Kendal on the south ; half an acre at Anneysheng 
by the land of John de Hurthworth on the one side and the meadow called 
Anneysheng on the other ; one rood at Grenehow by the land of John



de H u rth w o rth  and Jo h n  de Kendale ; and one rood at Neubyhous 
between the land o f'W illia m  Ta ilbo ys  and the water of Tese.27 T o  hold 
of the chief lords, etc. W arra n t clause. W ith  m em orandum  that, if  
Jo h n  de Kendale  shall p a y  fo rty  silver shillings to W illiam  de Clarevaus 
at C roft in  the quinzaine of the Purification of blessed M ary, 1324^5], 
this charter w ith  seisin of the premises shall be held for naught, to  whose 
hands soever it shall come ; otherwise it  shall stand in  force for ever.

[1324-]
6 [ff. I27d, 128]. Release and quit-claim  b y  John  de Kendale to  W illia m  

de Clereuaws, his heirs or assigns, of his right in  the premises specified in 
no. 5. [1324O

7 [fo. 128]. Indented charter of Jo hn  Cleruaux of Croft, granting and 
confirm ing to H e n ry  Ta y lb o ys  of H u rw o rth  and Joan his wife one bovate 
of land as it  lies b y  parcels in  the field and te rrito ry  of W urw o rth  [s«c]. 
T o  hold to  them  and the heirs of their b o d y law fu lly  begotten, rendering 
ye a rly  to  Jo h n  and his heirs a penny at Christmas ; w ith  reversion to

- Jo hn  and his heirs in  default of law ful heirs of H e n ry  and Joan [14th cent.]

I I I .— M A R R IA G E  F E O F F M E N T S .

1 [ff. 13yd, 138]. Indented charter of Jo hn  Cleruaux the father (le p ier)

. granting and confirm ing to  Jo h n  Clereuaux his son and Beatrice his wife,
: all his lands, etc., in  the tow n of Derlington, Catherton b y  B ylb u rg h ,2S 
.H u n tty n g to n b y  Y o rk , W a lm yr in  Richemondshire, and in  the c ity  of Y o rk , 
v iz ., tha t which Jo h n  de Scome holds in  St. Saviourgate ; 18s. rent issuing 
from  all the lands and tenements in  Skeldergate which Jo hn  de Egton 
held ; and in  all lands b y  le Bishopplathes called le Grene. T o  hold b y  
the rent of a rose yearly, doing service to the chief lords, etc. ; w ith  
reversion to  the grantor in  defaiilt of lawful issue. [Before 1368.] 29

2 [fo. 138]. Indented charter of John  Cleruaus of Croft, granting and 
confirm ing to  Jo hn  his elder son and Isabel his wife, daughter of R ichard

37 For the description of these parcels of land see no. 1 . Most of those mentioned 
in this charter can be easily identified from the other ; but the descriptions in one or 
two Cases differ considerably.

28 Catterton by Bilbrough in the Ainsty of York.
29 The elder John Clervaux apparently died about 1368 or rather later. John Clervaux 

the son married Beatrice, daughter of Sir John Mauleverer. The name * John de 
Scome * in the above document is probably an error for £ John de A com e/ which seems 
more likely.



de Richemond, all his lands, etc., in  the towns of Stapilton and Jo le b }^ ; 
all his lands of Croft which his tenants of Jo leby ho ld  at farm  of h im  ; a 
messuage w ith  the appurtenances in  Croft which Sym on Hobson holds of 
h im  at fa r m ; a bovate of land w ith  the appurtenances which W illiam  
M akado holds of h im  at farm  ; a messuage in  Y o rk  in  a street called 
W almegate ; 31s. ye a rly  rent in  Y o rk , v iz ., 10s. issuing from  the tenements 
and houses of R obert de G rem yston in  Joubirgate, and 14s. from  the 
tenements and houses of W illiam  de Helm esley in  Gerderlarlane [sic] 
and 7s. from  the tenements and houses sometime of Jo h n  de M ureby in  
Coliargate. T o  ho ld  b y  the rent of a rose yearly , doing service, etc 
W arrant clause. [Before 1390.]

3 [fo. 138]. Indentured w riting of H e n ry  Ta y lb o ys  and Jo h n  Chilton, 
granting and confirming to John  Cleruaux and Margaret his wife, daughter 
of R alph de Lum ley, knight, all the lands, etc., which they la te ly  had of the 
gift and feoffment of the said Jo hn  C lervaux in  the tow n of Dernton. T o  
hold to  Jo hn  Cleruaux and Margaret and the lawful heirs of Jo h n  begotten 
of Margaret, of the chief lords of the same ; w ith rem ainder to  the right 
heirs of Jo hn  Cleruaux. [Before 1443.]

4 [fo* 138]- Indentured w riting of H e n ry  Ta ilbo ys  and Jo h n  Chilton, 
granting and confirming, etc., as in  no. 3, all the lands which they la te ly  
had of the gift and feoffment of the said John  Cleruaux in  the towns of 
Stapilton, Joleby, Solbergh and W arlaweby. T o  hold, etc , w ith  rem ainder 
as in  no 3.

5 [ff- I38d, 139]. Indenture in  French. Ceste endenture fa it parentre 
mons’ Jo h n  Cleruaux chivaler dune partie et H e n ry  Vavasour esquier 
dautre part tesmoigne qil est acorde parentre les parties suusditz qe 
Richard eigne fitz et heire adit mons’ Jo h n  par la grace de dieu prendra 
a feme Elizabeth  file adit H e n ry , les espouseles entre eux destre solempnizes 
les septanes de Seint M ich' larchangel prosche auenir as costages ledit 
H en ry . E t  ledit mons’ Jo h n ' le iour dicelle mariage ou deuaunt durra  
et enfeffera as ditz R ichard et E lizabeth terres et ten’tz  de la ve rra y  value 
de v y n t  et cynk marcz per an, outre lez chargez et reprisez, a auoir et tenir 
as ditz R ichard et E lizabeth et lez heirs ledit R ichard de corps ladite 
E lizabeth engendres, issint qe sil aueigne qe le d it R ichard deuie v iu a n t 
le dite Elizabeth, qe bien list a dite E lizabeth de faire W ast a sa vo lunte  
en les d itz  ten’tz  qele tient issint a terme de sa vie sanz estre enplede ou 
enpeche par le d it m ons’ Jo h n  ou ses heirs, reseruaunt tou tz  fo itz  la reuer-



sion ent adit mons’ John et a sez heirs pur defaute de tie! issue. Pur le 
mariage.de qnele Richarde ledit Henry paiera a dit mons5 John cent 
marcz le iour de fesance dez ditz doun et feoffement, et cynkant marcez 
deuns vn an adonqs prosche ensuant, et cynkant marcez deins vn autre 
an adonqs prosche ensuant, et vynt liuers deins vn deny {sic] an adonqs 
proschein ensuant; pur les queux paiementz issint afaire ledit Henry 
ouesque Robert Barker de Hesilwod et deux autres suffrsantz persons 
serront seueralment obligez adit mons’ John par trois lour escriptz 
obligatories en lez sommes auaunditz, cest assauoir en 1 marcz par vn 
obligac’on et en 1 marcz par vn autre obligac’on, et en vynt liuers par 
la tierce obligac’on apaiers en la fourme suddit, sur condic’on qe sil 
aueigne qe la dite Elizabeth deuie sance issue de .son corps par le dit 
Richard engendre, lez iours de paiementz en les ditz obligac’ons ou 
ascun deux contenuz ment encurruz ou encurru, qe adonqs lez ditz 
somes ou some issint a paiera [sic] cesserent et ne serrent mie paiablez ; 
mes le dit Henry et lez autres qe serront issint obligez atoutz ioure quitez 
et dischargez. Et outre ceo le dit Henry serra oblige par son escript 
obligatorie a dit Richard en vynt liuers apaiers a dit Rich5 le iour de dit 
mariage ou deuaunt a auoir a son oeps et profit deuiesne. Et le dit 
mons’ John5 serra oblige adit Henry par son escript obligatorie in troys 
centz marcz, sur cest condic’on qe si lez terres et ten’tz des queux il.est 
ore soule ou joint ouesque sa femme seisiez au des queux ascun autre 
est seisiez a son oeps et profit aprez sa mort discendent adit Richard ou a 
sez heirs issint del corps de dite Elizabeth engendres ou au eux veignient 
par feffement dascun, eiant estate diceux deins trois moys apres la mort 
de dit mons5 John5 dischargez dascun nouell5 charges afeure qadonqs 
la dit escript obligatorie soit tenuz pur null5. Et a toutz les ditz couenantz 
depart le dit mons5 John loialment ei estre perfournez, il soi oblige adit 
Henry en deux centz marcz. En tesmoignaunce de queux choses les 
parties susditz as parties cest endenture entreschaunge ount mys lour seals. 
Doigne le xvme iour de maii lan du regne le Roy Henry sisme apres le con
quest vyntysme. [1442.]

Thes indenture beris witnes that Sir John Claruax knyght hais resaueyd 
of Henri Vauasour squyer c mark the xix day of May the yer5 of Kyng 
Henri the sext after the conquest xx ; and yf it be so that oght bot good, 
as god forbed, com to Richard or Elizabeth befor the day of mariage 
then the said Sir John his herres or hys exec5 to make repayment. In 
whylk wyttnes the said Sir John and Henri has set to ther selis.
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IV.— MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS.
1 [ff. 5od, 51]. B o n d , w h er eb y  R ic h a rd  de H a r iig d o n e , v ic a r  o f D e r lin g 

to n , W illia m  so n  of P e te r , a n d  J o h n  B ru is  of D e r lin g to n , b in d  th e m s e lv e s  
t o  W illia m  C leru au s o f C r o ft  in  e ig h t  m a rk s  s ter lin g  fo r  a  fo u r th  .p a rt 
o f th e  t i th e s  o f sh e a v e s  of B la c w e lle  fo r  1321, t o  b e  p a id  a t  D e r lin g to n  
a t  E a s te r  a n d  th e  fe a s t  o f S t. P e te r 's  ch a in s. W ith  r ig h t  o f .d is tra in t o n  a ll  
g o o d s  m o v a b le  a n d  im m o v a b le . D a te d  D er lih g to n , fe a s t  o f  S t. L a w r en ce  
[10 A u g .], 1321.

T h isb o n d , w h ich  occu rs a m o n g  th e  C roft d eed s, is in te r e s t in g  a s  su p p ly in g  
a  co r rec tio n  t o  L o n g sta ffe ’s l i s t  o f v ic a r s  o f  D a r lin g to n  (op. cit., p . 205), 
w h ere R ic h a r d  de H a d y n g to n  [.sic] is  sa id  t o  h a v e  b e e n  v ic a r  in  1344. 
T h e  d o c u m en t, h o w e v e r , fro m  w h ich  th is  in fo r m a tio n  is  d e r iv e d  im p lie s  
t h a t  h e w a s  n o  lo n g e r  v ica r , a n d , a s  a  m a tte r  of fa c t , W illia m  d e W e lto n , 
w h o  d ied  in  1354, b e c a m e  vicar, in  1343. R ic h a r d  de; H a n n in g to n  or  
H a d d in g to n  is  n o w  se e n  to  h a v e  b e e n  v ic a r  in  1321, o ccu rr in g  b e tw e e n  
R o b e r t de R o v e sto n , v ic a r  im  1309, a n d  H e n r y  d e  A p p ilb y  (res. 1341). 
L o n g sta ffe  w a s  m is le d  b y  a  s u g g e st io n  in  th e  H u n te r  M SS. I t  is  p o ss ib le  
th a t  R ic h a rd  H a n n in g to n  w a s  th e  ‘ M aster R ic h a r d ' m e n t io n e d  in  t h e  
D a r lin g to n  ch a rter  n o . 49 a b o v e . • ,

2 [fo. 143]. C h arter of k in g  H e n r y  v i, d a te d  14 F e b ., 1443-4, g ra n t in g  
t o  th e  k in g 's  b e lo v e d  esq u ire  R ic h a rd  C lerv a u x  lic e n c e  t o  lo a d , b y  h im s e lf  
or b y  h is  d e p u tie s  o f  a tto r n e y s , tw o  sh ip s  o f w h a tso e v e r  p o r ta g e  t h e y  b e  
in  a n y ^ p a rts  or p o r ts  w ith in  th e  k in g ’s re a lm  o f E n g la n d , w h ere  i t  sh a ll 
b e s t  p le a se  h im , jo in t ly  or s e v e r a lly ;  a n d  t o  t a k e ' t h e  sa m e  tw o  sh ip s  
w ith  a n y  m er ch a n d ise  w h a tso e v e r , e x c e p t  i t  b e  m er ch a n d ise  o f th e  S ta p le , 
to  th e  la n d  o f Y sla n d , a n d  re tu rn  w ith  th e  fish  c a lle d  S to k e fy s s h  th e r e  t o  
b e  b o u g h t or p u r v ey ed , jo in t ly  or s e v e r a lly  a s  o fte n  a s  h e  sh a ll see  e x 
p e d ie n t d u rin g  the* te r m  o f se v e n  y ea rs . A d m ira ls , ca p ta in s , c a s te l la n s  
a n d  l ie u te n a n ts , cu sto m er s, w a rd en s  o f sea p o r ts , e tc .,. sh eriffs , m a y o rs , e t c . ,  
are t o  p e r m it h im  t o  lo a d  th e  sh ip s, e tc ., a s  a b o v e , a fte r  p a y in g  c u s to m s  
a n d  d u tie s . . ■ ■ ■ r l . '

3 [fo . 144]. L e tte r s  p a te n t  of k in g  H e n r y  v i ,  d a te d  24 F e b ., 1446- 7,  
a p p o in tin g  R ic h a rd  C la rev a x  t o  ta k e  s u r v e y  i i  a n y  w o o ls , h id e s  or s h e e p 
sk in s  of th e  p ro d u ce  o f Y ork sh ire  h a p p en  t o  h a v e  b e e n  or t o  b e  ca rr ied  
fro m  th e  sa m e  c o u n ty  b e y o n d  th e  w a ter  of T ese  or a n y  p a r t  o f th e  sa m e  
to w a r d s  th e  to w n  o f N ew c a s tle -u p o n -T y n e , t o  b e  s h ip p e d  in  th e  p o r t  
of N e w c a s tle  for fo re ig n  tr a d e  a g a in s t  th e  fo rm  o f th e  s ta t u te , a n d  t o



se iz e  su c h  g o o d s  a s  fo r fe it , r e c e iv in g  th e  a c c u s to m e d  fe es  a n d  w a g e s , a n d  
t o  a n sw er  t o  th e  e x c h e q u e r  fo r  th e  is su e s  a n d  p ro fits  th e reo f.

V .— EXTRACTS FROM THE PATENT AND THE CLOSE ROLLS 
RELATING TO THE FAMILY OF CLERVAUX.

1245, 4 M ay. M a n d a te  t o  M a rtin  d e N o r fo lk , R o b e r t de C lerv a ll a n d  
T h o m a s  le  G ra u n t t o  a d m it  R o b e r t  G ra a s  th e ir  fe llo w  k eep er  o f th e  
k in g 's  w o r k s  in  th e  c a s t le  o f Y o rk , in  th e  ro o m  o f H u g h  de S e leb y , a b s o lv e d  
fr o m  th e  office . (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1232-47, p. 452).
- 1255, 8 S ep t. C o n firm a tio n  o f a  le a se , fo r  th e  te r m  of e ig h t  y ea rs , b y  
P e te r  d e M a u la y  to  R o b e r t  so n  o f R o b e r t  de C lerv all, o f th e  m a n o r  o f  
R o s in g to n  [R o ss in g to n , Y o r k s ., n ear D o n c a ste r ], e x c e p t  th e  r ig h t o f th e  
p a tr o n a g e  o f th e  ch u rch  o f th e  m a n o r  a n d  th e  m ill w ith  i t s  sequela. (Ibid. 
1247-58, p . 424 ; C h a rtu la ry , fo . I 36d).

1258, 25 N o v . C o n firm a tio n  o f a  le a se , for th e  te rm  o f t e n  y ea rs  from  
6 N o v .,  1258, b y  P e te r  de M a u la y  t o  S im o n  d e M o n te  F o r ti, earl of L e ice ste r , 
o f th e  m a n o r  a n d  to w n  o f D o n e c a str e  [D o n ca ste r ] a n d  th e  m a n o rs  o f  
E x to r p  [H e x th o r p e ]  a n d  B a l le b y  [B a lb y ] a n d  th e  la n d  o f S a n d a le  [S a n d a l 
p a r v a ] a n d  W h e te la y  [W h e a t le y ] , a n d  o f a  m o ie ty  o f th e  m ill, a n d  th e  
a d v o w s o n  o f th e  ch u rc h  o f R o s in g to n  ; a n d  a lso  o f th e  m a n o r o f R o s in g to n , 
s a v in g  t o  T h o m a s  [sic] d e C le re v a ll h is  te r m  of fiv e  y ea rs. (Cal. Pat. Rolls 
1258-66, p . 6).

1266, 8 O ct. W illia m  d e C lerev a u s  n a m e d  seco n d  a m o n g  th e  c it iz e n s  
of Y o r k  c o m m iss io n e d  t o  p r o te c t  th e  J ew s  of Y ork . ( Ibid. 1266- 72, p . 679). 
c 1277- 8, 10 J an . E lle n , la te  th e  w ife  o f R o b e r t d e C lervau s, im p lic a te d  
in  a  m u rd er a t  Y o rk . (Ibid. 1272- 81, p . 284).

1279, 15 N o v . . W illia m  d e C lerv au s m en t io n e d  a s  h o ld in g  la n d  in  
C o n ey  S tr e e t , Y o rk , (Ibid., p . 334).

1280,. A p ril, W illia m  de C lerv au s, g ra n tee  o f la n d s  in  S u rreb y  
[? S o w e rb y ], w h ic h  h e  h e ld  o f R o b e r t  de P ercy . (Cal. Close Rolls 1279-
88 , p . 49).
* 1283-4, 11 Jan- E x e m p tio n , for tw o  y e a r s  a fte r  C an d lem as n e x t , o f  
J o h n  d e C laris v a llib u s , c i t iz e n  o f Y o rk , a fflic ted  w ith  p a lsy , fro m  b e in g  
p u t  o n  a ss iz e s , e tc . (Cal. Pat. Rolls 1281-92, p . 109).

1298, 21 J u n e . R o b e r t  H a k e t , m a ste r  R og er  d e T h o r n to n  a n d  A la n  
de; L a n d e m o t, e x e c u to r s  o f  th e  w ill o f T h o m a s  d e C lerev a u s  (Cal. Close 
Rolls 1296- 1302, p . 211 ).



I 303> 28 A u g. W illia m  de C laris v a llib u s  h a d  free  in g r e ss  a n d  eg r ess  
th r o u g h  a  v o id  p lo t  o f la n d  ca lle d  D u n n y n g d y k  in  M ersk  s tr e e t , Y ork . 
(Cal. Pat. Rolls 1301- 7, p. 154).

1312, 17 M ay. W illia m  de C laris v a llib u s  of C ro ft a c k n o w le d g e s  a  
d e b t o f 100s. to  R o b e r t de B a r d e lb y , w ith  r ig h t  o f d is tr a in t  u p o n  h is  la n d s  
a n d  c h a tte ls , co. Y ork . (Cal. Close Rolls 1307- 13, p . 460).
" 1318-9, 28 F eb . R o b e r t de C laris v a llib u s  a c k n o w le d g e s  a  d e b t o f  £'too  

to  H e r v e y  de E llerk er, w ith  r ig h t  of d is tr a in t  a s  b e fo r e . (Ibid. 1318-23, 
p. 126).

1319, 12 J u ly . R o b e rt, so n  ot R o g er  de T h o r n to n  n ea r B u lm er e , 
a ck n o w le d g e s  a  d e b t  o f 40 m ark s to  R o b e r t, so n  of J o h n  de C laris v a l lib u s ,  
a n d  W illia m  de H o u e d en , c lerk , w ith  r ig h t  o f  d is tr a in t  a s  b e fo r e . (Ibid, 
p. 200).

1332, 6 M ay. T h e  te n e m e n t a n d  la n d  o f J o h n  C le rv a u x  in  M a rk etscy re , 
Y ork . (Ibid. 1330-3, p. 612).

1336, 26 N o v . P a r d o n  t o  J o h n  C lerev a u s  o f C roft th e  e ld e r  for n o t  
h a v in g  ta k e n  th e  ord er of k n ig h th o o d  b y  T r in ity  1333, or A sc e n s io n  
d a y  1335, p u r su a n t t o  th e  k in g 's  p r o c la m a tio n s ;  w ith  r e sp ite  fo r  tw o  
years. (Cal. P at. Rolls 1334-8, p. 337).

I 344'5» 28 Feb- B o ic iu s  C lerv a u x  im p lic a te d  in  th e  b r e a c h  o f a  c lo se  
a t  S k irp en b eck , Y ork s. (Ibid. 1343-5, p . 495).

I 3 5 0 _ I> 20 F eb . J o h n  C lerev a u x  co n ce rn ed  w ith  H e n r y  d e S co rb y , 
m a yo r of Y ork , a n d  o th ers  in  th e  se izu re  o f th e  g o o d s  a n d  a s s a u lt  o f  th e  
s e r v a n ts  o f W illia m  de G reysto k , ch iv a ler . (Ibid. 1350-4, p . 79).

I 3 5 I ) 8 N o v . R e c e ip t o f £10 fro m  J o h n  C la rev a u x  o f C roft, ch a rg ea b le  
u p o n  th e  c u sto m s o f w o o l, e tc . (Ibid. p . 145).

I 3 5 I ' 2 > 23 J an . O rder t o  m a k e a llo w a n c e  t o  J o h n  de C la re v a u x  o f  
C roft u p o n  T h ese  for 100s. o f £10 in  th e  p o r t  o f  K in g s to n -u p o n -H u ll, t o  
b e ta k e n  in  w o o lsa ck s . (Cal. Close Rolls 1349-54, p  344).

I 353> 4  O ct. S im ilar  order for 100s. o f £10 in  th e  p o r t  o f L o n d o n , h e  
h a v in g  b e e n  sa tis f ie d  for 100s. in  th e  p o r t o f  H u ll. (Ibid. p . 570).

I 354> 26 N o v , J o h n  de C lerv au x , so m e tim e  b a iliff o f  Y o rk . (Cal. Pat. 
Rolls 1350-4* P- 393-

^ b o *  3 Ju n e . O rder to  W illia m  de N esse fe ld , th e  e sch e a to r , t o  r e m o v e  
th e  k in g 's  h a n d  fro m  14 a cres  of th e  la n d  o f R o b e r t  C le rv a u s  .in  C roft, 
a n d  n o t  t o  in te r m e d d le  fu r th er  th e r e w ith , d e liv er in g  u p  th e  is su e s  fr o m



10 A u g u s t  la s t . T h e  k in g  la te ly  ord ered  th e  e sch e a to r  t o  c e r t i f y ' in  
c h a n c e r y  w h er efo re  th a t  la n d , w h ic h  J o h n  d e W a lm y re , d ecea sed , la te ly  
h e ld  fo r  life , w a s  ta k e n  b y  h im  in to  th e  k in g 's  h a n d  ; a n d  th e  e sc h e a to r  
r e tu r n e d  th a t  J o h n  w a s  o u t la w e d  in  1348 a t  th e  su it  o f J o h n  so n  of R o g er  
D er en lo u e  in  a  p le a  o f d e b t ; w h e r e b y  h is  la n d s  w ere so  ta k e n  b y  v ir tu e  
of a  w r it  of c o m m o n  b e n c h , a n d  a fte rw a rd s, b e c a u se  th e  e sc h e a to r  fo u n d  
b y  in q u is it io n  b e fo r e  h im  ta k e n  b y  v ir tu e  of th e  sa id  w rit th a t  J o h n  h eld- 
th o s e  14 a cr es  fo r  life  w it h  re m a in d er  t o  R o b e r t C lerv au s a n d  h is  h eirs , 
h e  so  to o k  th e  sam e. J o h n  de W a lm y re  d ie d  o n  10 A u g u s t  la s t , a n d  th e  
k in g  is  a w a re  t h a t  th e  la n d  o u g h t n o t  to  p e r ta in  t o  h im  b y  r e a so n  of th e  
o u t la w r y  a fte r  th e  d e a th  o f th e  sa id  J o h n  (Cal. Close Rolls 1360-4, p p . 38, 39)

• 1365, 2 S ep t. In d e n tu r e  b e tw e e n  th e  a b b o t a n d  c o n v e n t  o f S t. M a ry 's  
Y o r k , a n d  "John C le rv a u x  of C roft a n d  T h o m a s  de S a n c to  Q u in tin o , b e in g  
a  d e fea sa n ce  o f a re c o g n isa n c e  m a d e  in  ch a n cery , w h er eb y  th e  sa id  J o h n  
a n d  T h o m a s  are b o u n d  t o  th e  a b b o t  a n d  c o n v e n t  in  200 m ark s, so  lo n g  
a s  th e  a b b o t  a n d  c o n v e n t  sh a ll h o ld  a n d  p e a c e a b ly  e n jo y  a ll t i th e s  of co rn  
o f th e  to w n  o f S ta p u lto n  [S ta p le to n  in  C roft p ar ish ], a cc o r d in g  t o  c e r ta in  
in d e n tu r e s  m a d e  b e tw e e n  th e m  a n d  Sir R ic h a rd  de B ev er le , recto r  o f 
C roft, w ith o u t  le t  o f th e  sa id  R ic h a r d  or of a n y  in  h is  n am e. {Ibid. p. 502).

1365, 20 O ct. O rder t o  th e  esch e a to r  in  Y ork sh ire  t o  ca u se  J o h n  
C le r v a u x  t o  h a v e  se is in  o f a  t o f t  a n d  fiv e  b o v a te s  of la n d  in  E s tc o u to n  
[E a s t  C o w to n ], h e ld  b y  W illia m  so n  o f S im o n  de C ou ton , w h o , i t  is  sa id , 
w a s  o u t la w e d  for fe lo n y . T h e  k in g  h a s  learn ed  b y  in q u is it io n  ta k e n  b y  
th e  e sc h e a to r  t h a t  th e  p re m ise s  h a v e  b ee n  in  h is  h a n d  for a  y ea r  a n d  a d a y ; 
th a t  W illia m  h e ld  th e m  o f J o h n ;  th a t  th e y  are y e t  in  th e  k in g ’s h a n d ;  
a n d  th a t  th e  .e sc h ea to r  h a d  th e  y ea r  a n d  a  d a y  a n d  w a ste , a n d  o u g h t t o  
a n sw er  fo r  th e  sam e. (Ibid. 1364- 8, p . 143).

, 1371, J7 O ct. R e c o g n is a n c e  b y  H e n r y  B o w e t, re c to r  of C roft, t o  J o h n  
C le rv a u x , re c to r  o f B a n h a m , o f a  d eb t of '^40 p a y a b le  b y  in s ta lm e n ts , 
w ith  r ig h t  o f d is tr a in t  u p o n  h is  la n d s  a n d  c h a tte ls  a n d  ec c le s ia stic a l g o o d s  
in  co . Y o r k .30 (Ibid. 1369- 74. P* 334)*

30 Bowet, afterwards bishop of Bath and Wells and archbishop of York, was instituted 
to Croft 7. Sept., 1371 ( Y o r k s .  A rch a e o l. J o u r n a l  xxv, 177)-. Banham, of which John 
Clerevaux was rector as early as November, 1363 (C a l. C lo se R o lls  1360-4, p. 431) and 
was still rector in November, 1377 ( Ib id .  1377-81, p. 101), is in Norfolk, near Attleborough. 
He may be identified with John Clervaus, archdeacon of Suffolk, 1373-83 (see note on 
page 188).; but his parentage is uncertain. He exchanged a prebend in the chapel 
of-St. Mary and the Holy Angels at York for Banham, 11 O ct.,-1361, and exchanged 
Banham for Grundisburgh, Suffolk, 4 Dec., 1378 (Blomefield, H is t . N o r fo lk , 1, 352}.



* 1372, 20 N o v . J o h n  C lerv a u x  n a m e d  a m o n g  th e  c o m m iss io n e r s  
a p p o in te d  to  a rrest d ero g a to rs  o f th e  k in g ’s p r e se n ta t io n  o f H e n r y  B lo w e t  
t o  th e  ch u rch  o f C roft. (Cal. Pat. Rolls 1370-4, p. 243).

1388, 8 Ju n e . C o m m iss io n  of a rray  fo r  th e  d efen ce  o f th e  S c o tt is h  
M arch es d ir e c te d 'to  J o h n  C la rev a u x  of C roft. (Ibid. 1385-9, p . 475):

I 390J 8 J u ly . G ra n t b y  E d m u n d  de la  P o le , k n ig h t , R o b e r t  d e B o lto n  
a n d  R o b e r t  de G arto n , c lerks, to  J o h n  de H e r m e s th o r p e , fo r  th e  k in g 's  
u se, o f a  m essu a g e  a n d  se v e n  b o v a te s  of la n d  in  S o lb erg h , s o m e tim e  o f 
T h o m a s  C lerev a u x . (Ibid. 1388-96, p p . 291, 292).

1421, '7 A p ril. J o h n  C leruese, ch iv a le r , o n e  of th e  c o m m is s io n e r s  in  
th e  N o r th  R id in g  t o  ra ise  a  lo a n  for th e  k in g 's  e x p e d it io n  t o  F ra n ce . 
(Ibid. 1416-22, p . 385).

1421-2, 12 F eb . ; 1422, 28 M ay  ; 1423, 7 J u ly  ; 1424, 20 J u ly . J o h n  
C ia rev a u x , k n ig h t , on  th e  co m m iss io n  of th e  p ea ce  fo r  th e  N o r th  R id in g . 
(Ibid. p . 463 ; 1422-9, p . 572). '

1428, 7 A u g. C om m issio n  t o  J o h n  C la rev a u x , k n ig h t , a n d  o th e r s  t o  
in q u ire  in to  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t th e  d e s tr u c tio n  of fish . *(Ibid. 1422-9, p . 494).

1429-30, 6 M a rc h ; 1434, 10 J u ly . J o h n  C la rv a u x , ch iv a le r , k n ig h t , 
a  co m m iss io n e r  of a rray  fo r  th e  N o r th  R id in g . (Ibid. 1429-36, p p . 71, 360).

1431, 12 A pril. J o h n  C lereva u x , k n ig h t , a  c o m m iss io n e r  fo r  th e  a id  
t o  th e  C row n. (Ibid. p . 139).

1457, 16 A u g. R ic h a rd  C la reva u x , esq ., o n  a  c o m m is s io n  w ith  T h o m a s  
N e v y lle  o f B r a u n sp a th  [B ra n cep eth ], k n ig h t . (Ibid. 1452-61, p . 368).

1459-60, 30 Jan . G ra n t t o  R ic h a rd  C la rev a u x , esq . fo r  g o o d  serv ic e  
a n d  la b o u rs  su s ta in e d  in  th e  k in g 's  rep ressio n  o f th e  re b e llio n s  o f th e  
office o f u n d e rste w a rd  a n d  b a iliff o f R ic h m o n d  c a stle , in  th e  k in g 's  h a n d s  
b y  th e  re b e llio n  of R ic h a rd  d u k e of Y ork . (Ibid; p. 541).

1484, 10 A u g u st. G ra n t fo r  life  t o  th e  k in g ’s s e r v a n t R ic h a r d  C le rv a u x , 
esq . of a  tu n  of w in e  y e a r ly  fro m  th e  k in g 's  p r ise s  in  th e  to w n  a n d  p o r t  
o f H u ll. (Ibid. 1477-85, p. 482).

1487, 10 A u g u st. G ra n t for life  to  R ic h a rd  C la re v a u x , k n ig h t , o f o n e  
tu n  o f red  w in e  o f G a scon y . (Ibid. 1485-94, p . 175).

1489, 20 Ju n e . E x e m p tio n  for li fe  o f R ic h a rd  C la rv a u x , k n ig h t , fr o m  
b e in g  p u t  o n  ju r ies , e tc ., a n d  fro m  b e in g  m a d e  a  ju s t ic e  o f  th e  p ea ce , 
ju s t ic e  o f sew ers or o th er  officer o f th e  k in g  a g a in s t  h is  w ill. (Ibid., p . 266).



1489, 12 J u n e . M a rm a d u k e  C larau x, e sch e a to r  in  co . Y ork . {Ibid., 

P- 397)-
1 491 > 5 J^ly* P a r d o n  o f a rrears t o  M a rm a d u k e C la rev a u x , la te  e sc h e a to r  

in  co . Y o rk . {Ibid., p . 344)- .
1495, 18 N o v . M a rm a d u k e  C la rev a u x , esq ., co m m issio n e r  o f a rr a y  fo r  

th e  N o r th  R id in g . (Ibid. 1494- 1509, p . 52).

These notes will be foun d  to supply some additional details to 
Longstaffe’s account o f the fam ily, while they introduce the 
names o f certain m em bers who cannot be identified from  his 
pedigree. It  is h igh ly probable that som e o f these m ay have 
belonged to the branch o f the house dom iciled in Y ork  ; but at 
present it is difficult to  speak of these with certainty, and the 
wills in the chartulary throw  no clear ligh t upon them.


