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, . I ,— TH E  C H A R TE R S -A T  D U R H AM .. ...

-T h e ; d o c u m e n ts ,1 : to  w h ic h  th e  seals in  th is  c a ta lo g u e  are  

a tta c h e d , fo rm e d  th e  t it le  deeds a n d  o th e r  m u n im e n ts  o f f  the. ■ 

B e n e d ic tin e  m o n a s te ry  a t D u r h a m , a n d  th e  p r iv a te  c o lle c tio n  

o f  th e  R e v .  W il l ia m  G re e n w e ll'.2
T h e  m o n a s tic  c h a rte rs  w e re  o r ig in a l ly  p re s e rv e d  in  th e  o ld  

tre a s u ry - o f th e  m o n a s te ry  s itu a te d  u n d e r  th e  d o r m it o r y  a t th e  

n o r t h  e n d  o f  th e  c r y p t ,  th e  e n tra n c e  b e in g  a t th e  n o r th  e nd  o f 

th e  w e st c lo is te r. T o w a rd s  th e  m id d le  o f la s t c e n tu ry  t h e y  

w e re  fo u n d  to  be p e ris h in g  fro m  d a m p  a n d  w e re  re m o v e d  fro m  

t h e ir  a n c ie n t re s tin g  p lace  a n d  p ia c e d  in  a closet in  th e  o ld  

l i b r a r y  o f th e  d e a n  a n d  c h a p te r, the fo rm e r  re fe c to ry  o f th e  

c o n v e n t . T h e  R e v .  W il l ia m  G re e n w e ll w as a p p o in te d  lib r a r ia n  

o f th e  c a th e d ra l in  th e  y e a r  1863. T h e y  th e n  cam e u n d e r  th e  

d ire c t  c o n t ro l o f one  w h o  w e ll k n e w  th e ir  g re a t v a lu e . H e  fo u n d  

th e m  in  m u c h  d is o rd e r , p ile d  c a re le ss ly  a w a y  w ith o u t, a n y  m e th o d  

so t h a t  t h e y  w e re  q u ite  inaccessib le  fo r  re fe ren ce, m a n y  seals 

h a d  been  ir r e p a r a b ly  d a m a g e d  a n d  som e o f th e  d o c u m e n ts  lo s t. 

H e  re s o lv e d  to  h a v e  th e m  .p ro p e r ly  h o u se d  a n d  a rra n g e d : A t  h i s .

su g g e stio n  the  th e n  d e a n  a n d  c h a p te r  o f  D u r h a m  caused th e

1 In the notes to the seals references are given to where any of these documents have 
been printed.

2 Since his death the local section of his collection has, by the generosity of Mr. W . 
Parker Brewis, f  s .a ,, become the property of the city of. Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and is 
now housed in the reference department of the Public library. Those having no local 
connection now belong to the present writer.



ruinous chapel o f St. Helen above the great gatew ay -of the 
m onastery to be repaired and fitted with suitable presses and 
drawers for their reception. This chapel, so renovated, is now  
known as the treasury of the dean and chapter. The w ork was 
done from  the plans and under the superintendence o f Dr. Green- 

. well who, upon its com pletion, put the docum ents in their proper 
places, arranging them in their various classes, as detailed on 
page 2 .3

This was the classification used in the original catalogue m ade 
b y  the monks and known as the Repertorium  into which the 
.royal, papal and episcopal.charters were copied, as well as those 

' relating to the property o f the convent. The charters o f the 
; sacrist, almoner and hostillar and those o f the priory o f Finchale 

were in separate catalogues.
There are also preserved in the treasury.a num ber o f deeds o f 

the fam ily o f Claxton deposited,;w ith the prior, for  safe cu stod y .4 
Dr. Greenwell’s charters wTere arranged in parcels, m arked with 
the letters of the a lp h a b e t 't h e . contents o f each; parcel being 

.. numbered consecutively ,5 . _ . : ; ;  .
t W hilst these muniments w ere yet jn  the old  treasury of the 
. .'monks, the R ev, Joseph Stevenson began, a . catalogue iof. those 

not in the Repertorium, or the other ca ta lo g u e s ;th is , he did not 
finish. It therefore fell to Dr.r Greenwell, wdien- he; had.arranged 
the documents, to com plete the work, .This he ;d id ;.m aking ,at 
the same time descriptive notes, on slips, of the,seals attached to 

 ̂ them. It is upon these notes that the present catalogue'is based. 
The slip catalogue was not prepared with any intention o f  pub­
lication and Dr.. Greenwell on ly gave his consent to its use, by  
therpresent writer, on condition that he should examine again all 

; im portant seals, or those, about which there cou ld  be a possibility

3 See Arch. Ael., 3rd ser. vii, p. 2 6 8 . 4 Surtees,:Durham,' 1/ p., 1 7 ;.:*  . ' - ■ . b
6  4?ch, A el, 3 rd ser. vn, p. 2 6 9 .: ;  A c \ t  . .  i:..-  _ * v-\-r-



of error. 'This, so far as possible, has been done ; the descriptions 
have been am plified and in m any cases re-written.. The present 
writer is therefore alone responsible for the work as now  printed. 
It should be noted  that the catalogue does not contain a descrip­
tion o f every seal in the treasury ; it omits as o f no interest, 
either artistic or historic, those o f a com m on type. Possibly a 
few  w orthy o f record have been missed, some of these, that the 
w riter found b y  chance, are contained in the supplement 
n o s . J 745 - 3755-6

• . I I .— E A R L Y  H IS T O R Y  O F  S E A L S .

The docum ents range in date from  the last quarter ol ‘ the 
eleventh to  the m iddle o f the sixteenth centuries. During this 
period sealing, either b y  affixture, or b y  suspension, was. the 
ordinary process o f authenticating docum ents and o f . closing 
them  so that their contents might be kept private. Both these 
uses o f seals com e down from  remote antiquity. ,

T o  trace this in any detail would take us too far afield, it must 
suffice to say that the use o f seals, both  for authenticating and 
closing, descends, in unbroken succession, from the cylindrical 
seals o f Assyria and B abylon  and the cone-shaped ones o f Persia 
and the Sassanians, through the scarabs o f the Egyptians and 
Etruscans, to Greece .1 There in the earliest ages the scarab 
and scaraboid form s were used, but by  the fourth century B .C . 

the Greeks had evolved  from  them the beautiful works o f art, 
engraved on thin slices o f precious stones or pebbles, cut to fit 
the bezel o f a finger ring, known to us as engraved gems. In this 
form , either from  Greece or Asia Minor, the seal passed to the 
Rom ans with whom  the impression o f the signet (signum) was 
an essential part o f the authentication o f a docum ent, but the

6 Arch, Ael,, 3rd,:ser. xvi, p. .203. >
1 See ‘ Durham Seals,’ plate A (facing this page): , -



1. Assyrian cylinder seal, of larger size than  usual.

2. Im pression from  the cylinder (no. i ) .

3. Assyrian cone-shaped seal w ith figures engraved on sides as well 
as device on base.

4. Assyrian cone-shaped seal, w ith  device on base only.

5. Phoenician flat perforated seal, w ith  inscription on convex base.

6. Sassanian circular seal w ith  large perforation, ornam ented sides* 
and device on base.

7. Square ‘ H itt ite  ’ seal, perforation p a rtly  w orn through, and with* 
device on base (not shewn).

* 8. ‘ H ittite  1 seal w ith  rough handle fo r holding it.

E g yptia n  scarabs shewing upper part.

12 E g yptia n  scarab shewing device on base.

13-14. Eg yptian  scarab shewing upper part and device oh base ; belonging;
to  the w riter (actual size).

15-16. Etruscan scarab in  carnelian and device oh base ; belonging to 
the writer ( i£  times enlarged).

17-18 M atrix in  latten of the seal of W illia m  de la Lie  ; belonging to  
the writer (exact size).

19-20. . Square E g yptia n  seal perforated fo r suspension ; w ith  devices 
on both sides ; belonging to  the w riter ( i£  times enlarged).

21-22. Cast of the m atrix  of the capitular seal of the church of the H o ly  
T r in ity , Brechin. N o. 21, the ornam ented back w ith  loop at top  
for suspension ; no. 22, tlie device (exact size).

23. Ancient gem shewing mediaeval setting (Cat. no. 2339) (slightly- 
enlarged).

24. Ancient Greek gem, Ares ; w ith  mediaeval legend (slightly en­
larged).

25. Ancient Greek gem ; w ith  m ediaeval legend (slightly enlarged).

Nos. 1 to 12 are from the collection at Alnwick castle ; they have been photographed 
and reproduced by special permission of our president, the duke of Northumberland. 
The photographs are the exact size of the originals.
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signatures of the parties to the deed were also required and these 
eventually superseded the use of the signet for this purpose, 
though it continued to be used for closing or securing a document.2 
In the dark ages, owing to the increase of illiteracy, a mark, 
attested by witnesses was affixed in place of the signature and 

v a cross, being easily made, was its most usual shape. The 
Frankish kings of the Merovingian race, in addition to the cross 
or sometimes a monogram, affixed a signet to their acts, thus 
forming the connecting link between the use of the signet by the 
Romans and its revival as a seal in mediaeval times. They used 
a signet of rude and barbarous design showing a full faced bust 
of the king surrounded by lettering giving his name and title.3 
When the Carolingian kings succeeded to power they subscribed 
with a plain cross but used a new type of seal made from the 
impressions of an ancient engraved gem and without a surrounding 
legend.4

Charlemagne5 introduced a monogram of his name made
- round a cross and sealed with an engraved gem of the head of
* Marcus Aurelius with the legend in form of a prayer

+  XPE PROTEGE CAROLVM REGE FRANCR.

' He used another seal for judicial purposes, also an engraved gem 
' representing Serapis, but without a legend.6 His successors
- used similar gems, with monogram subscription, until the emperor 

Otto I 7 (a .d . 962-973) changed the motive by using a portrait 
bust of himself holding the imperial insignia and surrounded with

2< Seals and Documents, by Reginald L. Poole { P r o c .  B r i t .  A c a d . ,  ix, pp. 3.and 6).
3 Douet D ’Arcq, C o l l e c t i o n  d e  S c e a u x ,  1, nos. 1-10 ; Mata lion, D e  R e  D i p l o m a t i c a  

l i b e r  v, pp. 381-385- ' :
4 Douet D’Arcq, o p .  c i t . ,  nos. 11-14'; Mabillon o p .  c i t .p. 387 and E n g  H i s t ., R e v .  34, 

p 198.
* , 5 Douet D’Arcq., o p .  c i t . ,  no. 15 ; Mabillon, o p .  c i t . ,  -p. 387 and E n g .  H i s t .  R e v . ' , 34, 
p.-198. ‘

6 Demay S c e a u x  d e  la P i c a r d i e ,  plate facing p. xxiv ; Douet D’ Arcq., o p .  c i t . ,  nqt 16 
7 pe Giay Birch, Seals, plate 43, nos* 1 and 2.



a legend-giving his name and-title. The'next change was made 
on his fifth seal by the emperor Otto i l l  (a .d . 9 9 6 )8 who first 

t: used the type known later as-the seal of majesty ; it depicts the 
emperor robed and crowned, seated on his throne holding a cross 

: sceptre in his right hand and an orb in his left, the legend giving 
his name and title. His successor Henry 11 used a like, seal.9 
Henry. i 10 (A'.d . 10 31- 1060) of France, following this example, 
used a very similar seal; but ail had only a single face, It has 
been necessary to trace, thus briefly, the use of seals from Roman 
times through chose used by the emperors and the Frankish 
kings because in.England we have no evidence of their use before 
the. time of Edward the Confessor. Two earlier seals, one 
attributed to Offa, king of Mercia (a .d . 790) and the other to 
Edgar, king of England (a .d . 959), catalogued by Douet D ’Arcq,11 
have been conclusively shown by Mr. W , H. Stevenson 12 to be 
forgeries. With St. Edward (a ;d . 1043-66) begins the history 
of English seals. His first seal, used circa a .d . -1053,13 shows the 
king, robed-and crowned, seated on his throne holding the royal 
insignia, the surrounding legend giving his name and title. 
The design is evidently derived from that of the emperors 
or of Henry 1 of France, for with both Edward had con- 

. siderable connection.. Unlike its■ prototypes Edward’s seal was 
a pendant seal, having two faces, an obverse and a reverse. 
This appears to be his own invention, probably suggested by the 
double-faced papal bull.14 William the Conqueror15 adopted

8 £ Seals and Documents,’ p. 17, by R. L. Pop1̂ .
9 S e a l s , o p .  c i t . ,  plate 4.3, no. 6
10 I b i d . ,  o p .  c i t . ,  plate 37, no.‘6 ; Douet D’ Arcq., o p .  c i t . ,  no. 32,
11 O p  c i t . ,  nos 9995-96 They are engraved by Wyon, G r e a t  S e a l s  o f  E n g l a n d ; plate' i. 

nos. 1 and 4. ■
13 E n g .  H i s t .  R e v . ,  vi, 740-41* . ~ *

' 13 Wyon o p .  c i t . ,  plate i, hos'. 5 and 6'. He used three seals all very much alike in style,
See also. ‘ Durham Seals,’..plate B, nos. 3 and 4. - ^

' ** ‘ Seals' and1 Documents,’ p ‘ 17." ?
15 Wyon o p .  c i t . ,  plate 11, nos. 11-14 and ‘ Durham'Seals/'plate B, nos i and 3.



Rev. and obv. of the seal of William the Conqueror from a cast in
Black-gate museum. * * . -

Legend o b v .: ./
+  HOC NORMANNORVM W ILLELM VM  NOSCE PATRONVM SI.

Legend rev. : r
+  HOC ANGLIS REGEM . SIGNO FATEARIS EVNDEM., 

^(Reduced in size, it is 3J" in diameter).

Obv. and rev. of the seal of Edward the Confessor from a tost in  
Black-gate museum.

+  SIGILLVM E A D W A R D I ANGLORVM BASILEI

(Reduced in size, it is 2$" in diameter). . ’ "  .

Seal of William Spring of Houghton (Cat. 2286) shewing small sized.
. equestrian type (exact size). ^

Common seal-of Shrewsbury, illustrating the togogaphical type 
(exact-size). From a cast in Black-gate museum.' >

+  stgtlltt +  cotnunt +  U bertatia  +  b U le -b ^ ls p M .iu t i e  +  
fa cta  +  alto +  g «  +  m° ttt0  %

Seal of Jo h n , earl of Huntingdon and Joifd^l
naval type (exact size). a.d. 1435. F r o m  an impressmn by

original matrix. * ^
+  s 'jo & ia  comxt’ fiutsgbon  bni be tbotg abm trallt an Sl 

fjibtie et acquatanx.
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"the type of majesty for the obverse of his seal, but on the reverse 
he had the happy inspiration of representing himself, on- horse­
back and fu lly  armed, as duke of Normandy. Th is  two-faced 
type, w ith the needful changes in costume and armour remains,

- through all the vicissitudes of the royal titles and possessions, 
that used by all our sovereigns from the Conquest to the present 
time. The double-faced type was not adopted by the kings of 
France t i l l  Louis v i i  16 ( a .d . 1 1 3 7 - 80) who, being duke of Aqui­
taine in right of his wife Eleanor, used the type of majesty oh 
the obverse, and the equestrian type as duke on the reverse. 
The emperors did not adopt the style t i l l  Sigismund 17 ( a .d .  1 4 3 3 ). 
Such in briefest outline is the history of seals before the foundation 

-of the Benedictine house at Durham, by bishop W illiam  of 
’ St. Calais, in a .d .  10 8 3 . Before this time the possession of seals 
was confined to the king and the higher ranks of the nobles and 
clergy, but by the end of the eleventh century - their use had 
become more general until, by the thirteenth century, almost 
everybody possessed one, even down to the humble peasant 
artificer and tradesman for, by then, sealing was practically the 
only method used in England for authenticating documents.18 
Persons who did not possess seals, or had"not them to hand when 
needed, used those of people of importance or well known official 
seals. The attestation clause always mentions such usage.19 
Sometimes for the greater authentication of a document a public 
and official seal'is used in addition to the grantor's private one

18 Douet D’Arcq, op. cit., no. 36 17 Seals and Documents,* p 18,
18 The use by private persons of a notarial act drawn up by a notary public, attested 

by him and authenticated by h;s mark, was never very general in England. There are 
a few charters thus authenticated at Durham dating from a .d . 1321 to a .d . 1420, all 
of them deeds of the archbishops of York. There is a short note upon them, a copy of 
one of the attestation clauses and a plate illustrating the marks in Proc. Soc. Ant. New­
castle, 3 ser. vii, p. 56. See also Chapters in  Mediaeval H istory , by Prof. Tout, 1, pp 122- 
123 ; and Manuel de Diplomatique, by A, Giry, pp. 603-608.

19 See 2 i io ,  2772 and 2840 and n otes 'u p on  them .



Q A . ; , ; :  •:!'( I ^
A  NO TE . UPON M ED IAEVAL SEALS :

So W illia m  of D u r h a m , sheriff and alderman o f L o n d o n , uses in 
a d d itio n to his o w n  seal, th a t of the m a y o ra lty  of Lo n d o n  fo r 
its greater security and witness (m ajorem  securitatem et testimo­
n iu m ).20

I I I .— THE STUDY OF SEALS.
T h e  earliest m e diaeval seals are ro ug hly engraved and barbarous 

in design ; there is little  im p ro ve m e n t till the com ing of the 
th irte e n th  c e n tu ry  brings w ith  it  a new a rt plain , and unpre­
te n tio u s, firm  o f line, n a tu ra l and restrained in expression b u t 
fu ll of grace and charm  -p ro p o rtio n  and fo rm  are its distinctive 
qualities. W it h  the a d v e n t of the fourteen th  c e n tu ry comes an 
increase of decoration, the sim p licity of the earlier a rt gives 
place to a m ore elaborate, possibly a m ore superficial style. 
T h is  was the period o f elaborate architectural sculpture shown 
on the seals in canopied niches w ith  crockets and finials and all 
the rich tra c e ry of fine tabernacle w o rk . Some of the seals of 
this period h ave  a fineness of detail and b e a u ty of decoration 
unsurpassed in  a n y  oth e r a rt. T h e  n e x t period carries the 
decorative tendency to  greater excess and elements of decay 
appear. T h e n  comes the Renascence and the R e fo rm a tio n , we 
pass fro m  the tra ditio n s of m ediaeval a rt, classical influence 
predom inates, and  the a rt of the m ediaeval seal engravers is lost. 
Sm all signets ta ke  the place of seals, the wheel has gone full 
circle and in  the sixte e nth  centu ry we re turn to the signet ring 
as used b y  the R o m a n s  and the Carolingian kings. F r o m  the 
artistic side th e y  h ave  no interest. B u t  the s tu d y  of seals is 
n o t o n ly  n o r m a in ly  the s tu d y  o f the evolution and decay of an 
a rt, th e y  are som ething more th a n  interesting and b e a utifu l 
w orks of a r t ; th e y  are original and dated m o num ents, an integral

80 3737 and note. In response to the* urgent prayer of ‘ Roger de Toenis and Gilbert 
Crispini de Telieriis ’ Richard i seals a grant from them with his own seal— as they were 
about to leave for Jerusalem and had not their seals with them [ C a l .  Doc.F r a n e e ,  no. 646).



p a rt of the docum ent th e y  authenticate and inseparable fro m  i t .  
T h e y  are of definite date 1 and o f know n lo c a lity , a personal and 
prize d  possession of th e ir o w n e r ; made u n d e r his direction, a 
p o rtra it o f him self as he m ost wished to be depicted, reflecting 
his culture, his tastes and sometimes even his p la y fu l fancies. 
In  short the stu d y of seals is a legitim a te, useful and  interesting 
branch of archaeology, i t  is one of the sm aller studies a u x ilia ry  
to  h is to ry , serving, so to speak as a b e a u tifu l, th o u g h  at times 
rathe r frivo lo u s, handm aiden to the sta te ly la d y  w h o m  the Greeks 
called Clio. F o r  the s tu d y  of genealogy, arm orials a n d  the 
h isto ry o f costume the ir help is invaluable fo r on th e m  we can 
follow  almost fro m  year to year the vagaries o f ‘ th a t deform ed 
thie f fa sh io n .’ In  episcopal vestm ents and ornam ents we can 
trace the gradual evolu tion of the m itre and crosier, the v a ry in g  
shapes and em broidery of the chasuble and am ice, the use and 
abandonm ent o f the rationale, the fo rm  of the m aniple and the 
other mass vestm ents, w hilst the dress w o rn b y  the clergy, 
w hether regulars o r seculars,-can be clearly seen in  the m a n y  
seals o f abbots, priors, archdeacons and others. F o r  the early 
details of k n ig h tly  arm ou r there .is no be tte r guide ; oh the fine 
series of equestrian seals the k n ig h t appears com pletely arm ed 
as he w ent to  battle o r, la te r, w ith  his crested heaum e, his em - 
blasoned shield, surcoat and horse trapp ing s, as he flashed 
thro u gh  the lists at the sta te ly and b rillia n t cerem onial of the 
to u rn a m e n t. F o r  such details seals are more to be truste d  th a n  
other authorities such as m iniatures, pain ted g la s s ,. o r m o n u ­
m ental effigies. These are all apt to be o f a set p a tte rn  and 
fashioned in  the regular attitudes demanded b y  custom , th e y  
have n o t the life and v a rie ty  shown on the seals, the y are n o t 
of such definite date no r have th e y the pe rso n ality of the seal

1 This does not, always apply to the seals of corporate bodies which are often much 
earlier than the charter they authenticate,



F r o m  seals too we can best realize the b e a u ty of the a rt of the 
e a rly heralds. T h e ir  c e rta in ty  of date and ownership is. an 
inva lua b le  help to the s tu d y  of its g row th  and va ry in g  styles of 
•ornam ent. O n  th e m  also we can trace the various differences 
used b y  members of the same fa m ily , or learn the alliances and 
feudal connections o f different families. T h e y  fo rm  indeed, 
apa rt fro m  the few  early blasoned rolls of arm s, almost the o n ly  
original guide to  its s tu d y  ; it  is to the greater knowledge of seals 
gathered in recent years th a t we owe the restoration o f this 
b e a u tifu l little  a rt to its form er high standing, and its cleansing 
fro m  the foolish im aginings of the T u d o r  and S tu a rt heralds. 
F o r  the e v e ry d a y  dress of the m an in the street th e y  are also 
useful fo r on them  he is show n labouring at the w o rk  he has 
laboured to do un der the sun, w ith  his proper tools and utensils. 
T h e  housewife shows her d is ta ff2 ; the la d y  of high degree 
pictures herself in  her ceremonial gown or clothed in  arm orial 
robes blasoned w ith  her h usb and ’s and her fa th e r’s arm s,3 or 
again in  h u n tin g  dress goes h a w k in g , her ‘ F a w c u n  gentil ’ on 
her w ris t.4 F o r  the stu den t of m ediaeval architecture th e y  
can also be of use ; the m a n y  pictures of tow ns, churches, castles, 
and  m onasteries,6 are conventional and lack perspective b u t 
th e y  can give' h in ts, w h ic h, in the absence of other know ledge, 
are o f great va lu e . T h e y  can also be used p ro fita b ly fo r stu d yin g  
the shape and b u ild  of ancient ships,6 their sails, the ir rigging 
and  fighting arrangem ents. T h e  historian w orkin g  upon the 
docum ents w ill also find  a knowledge of seals h e lp fu l; to be able 
to distinguish between an authentic or a forged seal w ill help 
to decide the a u th e n tic ity  o r otherwise of a charter, h e-w ill also

8 102, plate 4. ' 3 2537. P!ate 29- 4 2 I3, plate 6.
5 3679, plate 68 and 3744, plate 71 ; and Durham Seals, plate B (facing page 248), no. 6.
6 Arch. Ael., 3rd ser. xii, p. 332 and xxxv ; and Durham Seals, plate B (facing p. 248), 

ao. j ,



find th a t the seal m a y  help to in te rp re t a d ocum ent, it  m a y  
supplem ent-the deed b y  giving the g ra n to r’s nam e in fu ll w hich 
the docum ent o n ly  gives as an in itia l, or it  m a y  give fuller details 
of the parties’ titles and fiefs.

IV .— THE SEAL M ATR IX.

T h e  w o rd  ‘ seal ’ is m ore pro pe rly used to denote the die or 
m a tr ix  b y  w hich an impression is made in relief u p o n w a x  or 
some oth e r ductile m aterial. I t  is, h o w e ve r, loosely used to 
denote b o th  the die and the impression ; i t  is in  the la tte r sense 
th a t it  is generally used in this paper. T h e  seal m a tr ix  consists 
n o rm a lly of a deeply incised central design su rrounded b y  a 
border upon w hich the letters fo rm in g  the legend are engraved 
T h e  greater nu m b e r of the seals at D u rh a m  are m ade fro m  the 
impression of a m e tal m a tr ix . These were com m on ly of b ronze 
or of an alloy called la tte n /  the higher ranks used silve r, and 
lead was often the m e tal used b y  poorer people. Matrices o f 
je t, iv o r y  and h ard  stone are occasionally, b u t ra re ly, m et w ith , 
w hilst impressions fro m  ancient or m ediaeval engraved gems 
are fa irly  com m on. T h e  m etal m a tr ix  had  usually a ridge across 
the back fo r holding i t  w hilst sealing, and also a hole o r ring 
through the ridge fo r suspending i t : some have the backs 
v e ry  b e a u tifu lly  chased.2. These seals were carefully guarded 
and great care was take n to present loss 3 o r breakage or th e ir 
fra u d u le nt use b y  un au tho rize d  persons. T h e  seals o f c ivil and 
religious corporations were the subject of stringent regulations 
for their care and use. T h e  S ta tu te  of Carlisle 4 (a.d. 1306)

1 See ' Durham Seals/ piate A., nos. 17 and 18 (facing p. 246).
2 ‘ Durham Seals * plate A .: nos. 21, 22 .(facing p. 246).
3 Henry 1 caused his first seal to be broken in order to invalidate a charter under it 

(Matt. Paris, Hist. M in ., 1, 217), It will be remembered how Richard 1 raised money 
by causing charters under his old seal to be invalid unless resealed by the new seal he 
had adopted in a.d. 1198 { I b i d . ,  11, 75 s Round, F e u d a l  E n g l a n d , 539)
• * Statutes of the Realm, 1, p. 151.



enacted th a t every, a bb e y m u st have a com m on seal w hich was 
to  be k e p t in  the custo dy o f the prior and  fo u r of the m ost w o rth y  
and  discreet m en of the house so th a t the abb o t m a y  no t establish 
a n y th in g  of him self. A t  N e w b u rg h  p r i o r y 6 the com m on seal 
was to  be k e p t un der fo u r ke ys , three of w hich were to be in the 
custo dy o f three o f 't h e  oldest and  wisest b rethren , w hilst the 
p rio r k e p t the fo u rth  ; docum ents were o n ly  to be sealed w ith  it  
i n 't h e  presence and  w ith  the consent of the whole convent in 
chapter assembled. T h is  was the general rule fo r the keeping 
and  use of seals o f monasteries and sim ilar com m on seals.8 
T h e  S ta tu te  m e rchant seals of the tow ns were to be k e p t locked 
in  a b o x  un der the seals of the m a y o r and tw o  constables.7 
M a n y  oth e r sim ilar regulations m ig h t be given b u t these are 
sufficient to  show h o w  carefully seals were guarded. T h e y  were 
m ade b y  goldsm iths o f whose w o rk  o r names little  appears to  
have  s u rvive d  though th e y  m u st have been masters of th e ir a r t, 
T.he nam e of o n ly  one o f th e m , and the costs of some of the seals 
o f the priors of D u r h a m  appear in the account rolls.8 W h e n  fo r 
a n y  reason a seal ceased to  be v a lid  it  was custom ary either to 
b reak i t  in to  pieces o r to deface i t . T h e  seals of the bishops of 
D u r h a m  were broken fo r it  is recorded in the ‘ O rn a m e n ta  
W ille im i episcopi p rim i ’ 9 th a t ‘ A u d ita  m orte istius, sta tim

6 109 Surt. Soc; publ., p. 330.
6 For an interesting instance of the breaking of this rule see Visitations of Religious 

Houses in diocese of Lincoln, 11, p. 29 (Lincoln Record.Soc. 1918).
7 Statutes of the Realm, 1, 99.
8 The cost of two new seals for prior John Fossor (a.d. 1341-74) was 13s. 8d. (Durham 

Rolls p. 539. 100 Sur. Soc. publ.).. Those of prior William Ebchester (a.d. 1446-56) 
cost 265. M. (1ibid., p. 631). The bursar’s roll of 1456-57 accounts for 21s. 8d. paid to 
Joss, the goldsmith for making the'seals of prior John Burnaby (a.d, 1456-64). The 
present day value of these amounts would be about twenty times more, they were 
therefore very costly to make, and would certainly be of silver. •

8 Wills and Inventories, p. 1 (2 Sur. Soc. publ.); It is interesting to note the use of 
the plural. As only the one seal of dignity of his immediate successors is known it 
would seem that he and they had at .east another seal possibly a secretum or privy seal.



fra c ta  fu e ru n t ejus sigilla et sancto C u th b e rto  o b la ta ,’ a similar- 
statem ent is m ade a b o u t those of m a n y  of his successors.10 
T h e  fu rth e r fate of the fo u r seals o f bishop R ic h a rd  o f B u r y  is 
k n o w n  to u s ; we are to ld  th a t, after th e y  h ad  been' broken an d  
offered as an o blation to  S t. C u th b e rt, R ic h a rd  of W o lv e s to n , 
the fe re tra r, m ade fro m  the m  a silver gilt chalice, fo r  the a lta r 
of S t . J o h n  B a p tis t, upon w hich was inscribed .—

Hie ciphus insignis fit Praesulis ex tetra signis 
Ri. Dunelmensis quarti, natu Byriensis.11

Likew ise the seals o f bishop Tho m as of H a tfie ld  were, afte r being 
broken and  offered, m ade in to  a silver gilt im age of the bishop 
w hich was hung at the head of the shrine of S t . C u th b e rt, upon 
it  was in s c rib e d :—‘ Jo h n  A lv e rv illa  monachus capiendo sigilla 
e x  H a tfe ld  Th o m ae  sic disponit bene pro m e .’ 12 Sim ila rly the 
seals o f the abbots of S t. Alb a n s are recorded to h ave  been 
broken ‘ on the d ay . of his (i.e. the abbot's) b u ria l it  [the great 
seal] m u st be b ro ug ht o u t before all the people, a fte r high mass 
to be broken w ith  a h am m e r.’ 13 T h e  com parative ra r ity  o f 
m ediaeval matrices shows th a t the innum erable ones belonging 
to p riva te  persons m ust also have been u sually destroyed;

V .— MATERIAL AND COLOUR OF THE SEAL.
T h e  o n ly  m aterial w hich need concern us here is beesw ax, fo r 

it  is of w a x  th a t all the seals at D u rh a m  are m ade,1 th o u g h  th e y  
v a r y  g re atly in com position,2 thickness and  colour. Th e re  are

10 Ibid., passim. 11 Ibid., p. 26. 12 Ibid r p. 37.
13 Detuncto abbate prout mos exigit nostri monasterii sigillum ejus magnum in quodam 

ioculo reponendum est cum sigillis suis minoribus ; cum sigillo communi signabitur 
custodiendum usque ad diem sepulturae suae. Quo quidem die, coram omni popu'o 
post missam majorem ante altare proferendura. In prioris vero magm dispositione 
constat quod de aliis sigillis suis sit age/idum ’ {Mon. A n g ii; p. 236). 

x Excepting one bull of pope Martin iv (see Catalogue no. 3680** and note i a) 
a Professors Dobbie and Fox recently analysed the material of certain mediaeval



.numerous entnes in the Durham account rolls for wax and other 
materials for sealing. In a .d . 1330  the bursar3 pays xzd. for 

terbentyn ' for making wax for the seal of the lord prior; in 
a.d. 1336  the same official pays 20d. for ' gumme ' (? resin) for 
making green wax 4 ; in a .d . 1300-01 3 s. is paid for three lbs. of 
‘ gumme ? and \ lb. of vermilion 5 ; whilst in a .d . 1386 2s. is 
paid for 1 lb. of * vergresse ' (verdigris). There are also entries 
in which green wax is purchased apparently ready prepared for 
sealing. In a .d . 1336  42s. is paid to the under sheriff of York 
for it and in the four years 1375 -78 , 1 3s. 4d. is paid each year 
to the sheriff of Northumberland for f le Grenwax ’ ; from which 
it seems as if this material was a government monopoly at that 
time, Payments for red wax are also numerous, a typical one 
is in a .d . 1356-57  wdien the 4 wardrobe ' accounts for 2s. spent 
on 1 lb. of red wax for the prior's seal.6 The earliest seals are 
of natural coloured wax apparently mixed with a chalky material 
which makes them friable and easily broken, they are usually 
varnished over to preserve them. This is the colour and material 
used m the great seals of the kings of the Norman race, at 
Durham.7 With the accession of the house of Anjou there is a 
change ; different types of documents are differently sealed as 
though the royal chancery was becoming more organized. The 
charter of Henry 11 8 to the monks of Durham * de omnibus 
terris et libertatibus/ given at York, is sealed with reddy brown

seals of various dates. The report is too technical to quote here, it is sufficient to say 
that in some, mostly of early date, pure beeswax only was found, in others it was mixed 
with a resin- probably colophony or ‘ Venice turpentine*’ (The bursar’s roll at Durham 
in a.d. 1330 accounts for i2d. spent upon turpentine for making wax for the seal of the 
lord prior). The green seals were found to be coloured with verdigris, the brown had a 
little verdigris and a dark coloured organic matter of ndefinite ^character, vermilion 
was the colouring matter of the red wax {Trans, Chem. Soc., vol. 105, pp. 795-800)

3 Durham Account Rolls, p. 518 (Surt. Soc. publ.).
Ibid., p. 533- 5 Ib id ., p. 503 * 6 Ibid., p. 575

5 ' Durham Seals,’ plate C (facing p. 257;, nos* 1 and 2. 8 Ibid., no 3.
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1.' Charter of Henry i, first seal —No. 2daimae Regalium.ii. ,
Natural coloured wax varnished, suspended from document by a strip - 
partially cut from’it and passed diagonally through seal. The reverse *

. of.the impression is uppermost. (Cat. 3?*4)- : . - ; .

2. Charter of Henry i, third seal1— No. 2da Tmae Regalium 5. 1 ' 7 ' 7 /  .
Suspended in same.. manner as No. i. and seal of same colour and 7 
varnished.'I The obverse of seal is uppermost. ‘ (Cat. 3016).* .

.3. Charter of Henry i i , second seal-~No. 3cia rma®: Regalium 7. - - , 7 .  :
Reddy brown wax with traces of red colouring matter, suspended'by ? ' *
fine cords of thread passed through an incision in the .document. 7  ..

7  'The earliest royal seal so fastened at Durham'. .(Cat. 3021). - - \ '

4. Charter of Henry n, second seal— No! ^  Regalium 7. - ; .
Of light coloured natural wa\varnished, attached to the charter by a .

... double strip, of parchment passed through an incision in its lower edge.
; 7  (Cat. 3021);- — ' V . . <.■>* x - 7 7  . . '7 . :

5. Charter of Henry ni,'second seal’-^No. ida 2mae Regalium 6.
.Dark green wax,2 attached by woven silk cords, of red and green,; 
plaited through the document. (Cat! 302.6)'/' - . \ - . ’ ■ —

6. .Letter Patent pi Edward 1, in.French— N o.-2da 2dae Regalium No. 12. t
> \ Brown wax attached b y  strip partially cut off document. ■ (Cat. 3027) . ;

7. Richard Marsh, bishop of Durham (1217 - 1226) ; dark green wax ' 
attached by' woven'' cords o f green silk and silver thread. He is the . 
first of the bishpps of Durham to use red wax, using natural coloured, - V;. ‘ 
green and red wax apparently indiscriminately: (Cat, 3118 ).. /  \"’

1 An. example of this seal (No! 2- 1, Reg. 1) is attached to document by a double — 
thong of parchment passed through an incision in the'lower, edge. But the charter is ’ . •
suspect partly for that reason.- ’ .

2 Richard 1 is the first to use green wax-for the royal seals at Durham. ^ —
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Charters shewing different methods of attaching the Seals. 
From photographs by Mr. C. H. H. Blair.



T 'U l 'L 'J



w a x  fastened to  the docum ent b y  a n u m b e r o f th in  u n p la ite d  
cords of bo b bin . A n o th e r c h a rte r9 of the great A n g e v in , of 
less im portance aiso given a t Y o r k  to the D u r h a m  m o n k s, is 
sealed w ith  w hite varnished w a x  attached b y  a double strip  of 
p archm e nt. A  th ird  docum ent of this k in g , o f the nature of a 
letter p a te n t, tho u gh  n o t so called, is w ritte n  on a n a rro w  s trip  
o f parchm ent and the seal o f w hite w a x  attached b y  a strip  
p a rtia lly  cut off the docum ent itself. R ic h a rd  Coeur de L io n  is 
the first, at D u r h a m , to use green w a x  fo r sealing. H is  suc­
cessors Jo h n  ]0 and H e n r y  i n  11 use green w a x ; attached b y 
cords of w oven silk of different colours, to th e ir fo rm al charters 
and seals of lig h t bro w n w a x , attached to the docum ents b y  
strips p a rtia lly  cut off i t ,  to letters p a te n t. E d w a r d  112 continues 
this style of sealing w hich is also follow ed b y  succeeding kings to  
H e n r y , v i  after w h o m , at D u r h a m , green w a x  disappears and 
brow n o n ly  is used, sometimes alm ost w h ite , sometimes o f a deep 
rich colour. E x c e p t fo r p r iv y  seals and signets (of w hich later) no 
red w a x  is used fo r the ro ya l seals at D u r h a m . T h e  episcopal 
seals of the bishops o f D u rh a m  give m uch the same colour results ; 
fro m  F la m b a rd  (a .d . iogg) to Pu iset (a .d . 1153) n a tu ra l coloured 
w a x , covered w ith  bro w n va rn is h , is used. Pu iset first uses 
green b u t m ost of his are still o f n a tu ra l w a x  b u t un varn ish e d . 
R ic h a rd  M arsh (a .d . 1217) is the first to use red, and  his im m ediate 
successors use b ro w n , green and red, a p p a re n tly ind isc rim in ate ly, 
th o u g h  green predom inates. T h e  beautiful late th irte e n th - 
c e n tu ry seals of B e k , and the fourteenth, c e n tu ry ones o f B e a u ­
m o n t, B u r y  and H a tfie ld , are m o stly  of red w a x  of a v e r y  fine

9_ I b i d . ,  no. 4.
10 John in Durham documents first uses the term letters patent— * has litteras nostras 

patentes * (3 cia 1 m Ae Regahum 2 2 ).
11 Plate C (facing p. 257), no. 5.
12 Plate C (facing p. 2 5 7 ), no. 6, is a letter patent by Edward 1 in French, the formula 

reads * en testamoign des queux ehoses nous avioms fet faire cestes notres lettres ouveites.5



h a rd  n a tu re . T h e  chancery seals of the bishopric, except H a tfie ld 's  
w hich is red, are ne a rly alw ays b ro w n , the earlier ones are o f a 
lig h t shade and  h ave  a considerable m ix tu re  of ch alky m aterial 
and  are in  consequence v e ry  friable ; the later ones are of a 
deep rich tone o f b ro w n  o r, more rare ly, d a rk  green. I n  the 
fifte e n th  c e n tu ry some , seals are impressed on a th in  facing o f 
red o r o th e r coloured w a x  placed in a n a tu ra lly  coloured cup 
g ivin g  a p r e tty  effect. T h is  fashion is, well represented in  the 
seals o f Berw ickshire 13 and on a v e ry  b e a u tifu l deed of the 

- E lv e t  fa m ily .14 I t  does n o t, h o w ever, seem th a t the colour of 
the w a x  used h ad  a n y  significance, it  appears to  have been 
largely a m a tte r of fashion or in d iv id u a l taste and convenience. 
T h e  o n ly  evidence of m e th o d  in  the use of colours apparent in  
the seals a t D u r h a m  .is the above m entioned use b y  the ro ya l 
chancery o f green fo r fo rm a l charters, of b ro w n  fo r less fo rm a l 
docum ents,18 and  of red fo r  p r iv y  seals and  signets.

V I .— SHAPE AN D  SIZE OF SEALS.

Th e re  are tw o  ty p ic a l shapes of m ediaeval seals ; • the ro u n d  
used b y  la ym e n  of all ranks, and the o va l used b y  ladies and 
ecclesiastics, b u t to this last there are m a n y  exceptions. N o  
sym bolic m eaning attaches to this shape, i t  was used because 
the a rtist fo u n d  it  the m o st convenient to contain the standing 
figures used b o th  b y  ladies and b y  . the clergy. Some of the 
episcopal seals o f th e  eleventh and tw e lfth  centuries, w hich depict 
o n ly  a dem i-figure o f the bishop,1 are ro u n d  and so are m a n y  of 
the seals o f ladies w hich do no t show a standing figure of the ir 
o w n e r ; exam ples o f these are in  the catalogue. T h e  earlier 
ecclesiastical seals are ne a rly a t r u e . o v a l,2 b u t this g rad u a lly

M See plates, nos. 36 and 37- 14 Cat., no 874 , see plate D (facing p. 261), no. s.
16 The two kinds are appended in different ways* see p. 261.
1 D'Anisy’s Charles Normandes, plates 3 and 4.

Durham Seals,’ plate 48, 3110-3112*



becomes elongated u n til i t  assumes the b e a u tifu l: po inte d  o va l 
fo rm  3 of the fourteenth c e n tu ry, w hich returns to the tru e r o v a l 
shape 4 in  the sixte e n th . ■ O th e r  shapes, m ore o r less rare, are 
sometimes fo u n d  such as shield shaped, hexagon al, octagonal, 
lozenge-shaped, quatrefoiled and square exam ples o f each o f 
these are to  be fo u n d  in  the catalogue chiefly in  sm all seals a n d ; 
signets. T h e  thickness varies g re a tly , the earlier seals are ra the r 
th ic k , flat on the face and  the back spherical, in  an a tte m p t to 
secure permanence b y  b u lk . A  seal.of the chapter of Y o r k 5 is 
like an egg cut in  h a lf along its longer axis a n d  measures 30 
m illim etres th ro u g h . W ith  th e  use o f harder b e tte r m ix e d  
m aterial th e y  became th in n e r and  the use of a counterseal d id  
a w a y  w ith  the rounded backs. Some o f the h a rd  red w a x  seals 
o f the fourteenth c e n tu ry are less th a n  a m illim etre 6 in  thickness. -  
T h e  earliest o f the ro y a l seals were fro m  70 to 80 m ill, in  d ia m e te r; 
succeeding sovereigns g rad u a lly increased the size u n til in  the 
second seal of E liz a b e th  th e y  reached the u n w ie ld y size o f 140 
m ill. T h e  equestrian seals of the nobles follow ed the same 
course u n til, tow ards the end of the th irte e n th  c e n tu ry , the use 
of arm orial seals caused a d im in u tio n  in  size, the end o f the 
fifteenth c e n tu ry b ro u g ht the general use of sm all signets, usu a lly 
w orn in  a finger n n g , of o n ly  fro m  13 to  20 m ill, in  diam eter an d  
so in size returning to the style o f the R o m a n s a n d  o f the Carol- 
ingian kings. Speaking generally the size of the seal ind icate d  
the im portance o f its o w n e r; thus the ro y a l seals were larger th a n  
those of the nobles and  the y again than those o f th e  g e n try . 
Ep iscop al seals were larger th a n  those of archdeacons o r o th e r 
officials, w hilst those of abbots and priors were larger th a n  those 
of the ir obedientiaries. T h e  seals o f sons were sm aller th a n  
those of the ir fathers. Th u s  the seal of prince E d w a r d  measures



80 m ill.7 in diam eter w h ilst th a t of hi? fa th e r H e n r y  i n  8 measures 
98 m ill. ; the seal o f P a tr ic k , son of P a tric k  earl of D u n b a r , is 
o f 55 m ill.,9 his fa th e r’s being 72 m ill.'10 I t  was considered one 
o f the proofs o f th e  treasonable aspirations of earl Th o m as o f 
La n c a s te r th a t he used a great seal (122 m ill.) larger th a n  th a t of 
the k in g  (98 m ill.)

V II .:— M ETHODS OF ATTACHM ENT AN D  PROTECTION.

G re a t care was used in  fastening seals to documents so th a t 
th e y  could n o t easily be lost or w ilfu lly  detached.1 A  charter 
w ith o u t its seal was in v a lid  and a detached seal m ig h t be, and 
indeed sometimes w as, used upon a forged c h arte r.2. T h e  
earliest m ediaeval seals were affixed to the face of the docum ent, 
the w a x  was riv e tte d  th ro u g h  a cross shaped incision cut in  the 
parchm ent and the device impressed on the face 3 b u t this m e thod 
was too early to  be represented in this catalogue. Before the 
date of the fo u n d a tio n  of the convent of D u rh a m  sealing b y  
suspension h a d  become general so the earliest seals there are 
fastened b y  p a r tly  c u ttin g  off a strip o f the parchm ent, from  
the low er edge o f the docum ent, upon w hich the seal was fixe d .4

7 Sandford’s G e n e a l o g i c a l  H i s t o r y , p. 1 2 0 . 8 * Durham Seals/ plate 4 2 , 3 0 2 5 .
9 I b i d , ,  plate 34, 2 8 0 6  10 I b i d  , plate 34, 2805
1 Inspeximus of a grant in tail by Anthony, late bishop of Durham, to his bachelor, 

Sir Brian son of Alan, knight, and Matilda his wife, of the manor of Belestre in Tyndale, 
and testification that on 25 October, 13 Edward 111, when the writing was exhibited for 
confirmation in the Chancery at the great marble table and was in the lap of Richard, 
bishop of London, the chancellor, the seal of the said Anthony attached to it was 
accidentally torn off in the presence of William de Clynton, earl of Huntingdon, John 
de Grey Rotherfeld and the long’s clerks of the Chancery, John de Sancto Paulo, 
Michael de Wath, Thomas de Baumburgh and others, and with their consent was sewn 
to the writing, (C a l  P a t . R o l l s ,  1338-40, p. 2 2 6 .)

2 C a t .  P a t . R o l l s ,  a d .  1307-13,*P- 49- 3 Douet D’Arcq , 1, xxm .
4 Seals of the early bishops' to the time of Hugh Puiset, are fastened to this strip 

through their shorter axis and the early round seals horizontally, so that they appear 
upright when reading the document See * Durham Seals/ plate C (facing p. 257), nos,
I and 2, and plate D (facing p. 261), no. 1.
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i  Bishop Ranulph Flambard (1099- 1128) No. 2da imae Pont. 4. .
' ‘ All'his seals are of whitey-brown wax, varnished and all affixed to 

document by a strip, of- the parchment partially cut .off and passed 
* transversely through the seal.1 - (Cat. 3110). ■ - ■

-2. Bishop/Philip of Poitou (1 x97- 1208) No. i ma 2dae Pont". 9. /
Dark.olive green wax 2 attached by woven ribands of dark blue silk.

- * He is the first of the bishops of Durham to use this method of attach- . 
* ment. \(Cat. -3117 );' ' - ' ;  ̂ ‘

3 . . Misc. Charter No. 1317 , a .d . 1204.;' Eight .seals of whitey-brown wax, 
with chalk added, brown varnished and attached by. double strips of 

^parchment..' .The: third seal (bishop of Dunkeld) has been destroyed.- 
f .The names of the-sealers are written om the tags. The last; two slits 

in the/document have not been used. ‘

4/ '  William fitzrWfiliam No. 3cia 5tae Eboracehsia ix ; a.dY 1386. ' \ . r
‘ - - - Seal impressed on facing of red-wax with a foundation of whitey-brown,
- attached; by  very finely woven ribands of light blue ; silk, 16 mill, in 

width. (Cat. 2662'.) - ‘ ^  ' /  . “; b .

5 } Elvet famiiy— Np. 4ta i 6ae Specialia No. 34 ; a . p. 1404.. y  /I - r
. . Seals impressed on a facing , of black; ih beds of white,^chalky , wax,
- attached-by woven cords, of black and-white silk. (Cat. no>874,) :. /  :

h. N o-.2df .4tee Pont. 8. - : :
There are thirty eight seals attached-to this document all of -whitey- 
brown chalky wax attached at right angles to the writing by strips 
: of the parchment. - ' . V -- . ' ‘ .

;r Bishop William ofSainte-Barbe is-the first of the bishops of Durham to use.V
double strip of parchment which passes through the longer axis of seal; ; ;

2 Puiset is the first to use green wax. ; ‘ . ;
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Another method, which came into general use nearly as early, 
was to cut an incision in the fold of the parchment at the foot of 
of the deed, to pass a narrow strip of parchment or leather 
through this, then to affix the seal upon the two loose ends. 
Both these methods were used all through the period covered by 
this catalogue and by either it was possible to fix several seals 
to one deed. The number of seals fastened to one charter was 
sometimes considerable, at Durham the greatest number I have 
fpund. is thirty-eight 5 which are affixed, at right angles to the 
script, by strips partially cut off. These strips, both the single 
and double, were also sometimes used to write the names of the 
sealers upon above the place where their seals were placed.6 
From about the end of the twelfth century silk and wool cords 7 
of various colours were used by the higher ranks for their more 
important charters. These cords are either loose from the 
skein, or woven into round cords of varying thickness or in ribbon 
form ; cords of different colours were often plaited together 
producing very pleasing effects. The royal seals,8- at Durham, 
from William Rufus to Stephen, are all attached either by single 
or double strips of parchment. In the earlier examples these 
strips are passed diagonally through the seal. Henry 11 is the 
first whose seals are attached by woven cords, which are used by 
his successors, generally red an d . green plaited together, to 
important charters sealed with green wax, to the documents of 
less importance (letters patent) the seals of whitey-brown wax 
are invariably attached by a single strip of the parchment.

The great seals in chancery of the palatinate of Durham are also

6 No. 2-4 Pont. 8. See Durham Seals,’ plate D (facing p. 261), no. 6.
6 Misc. Charters, no. 1317. See ‘ Durham Seals,’ plate D (facing p. 261), no. 3.
7 Philip of Poitou (1198-1208) is the first of the Durham bishops to use such cords ; 

one of his seals of dark green is attached by four narrow ribands of dark blue silk
* Durham Seals,’ plate D, no. 2

?See ‘ Durham Seals,’ piate C, nos. 1, 2 and 4 (facing p. 257).-



usually attached by finely woven cords of silk.9 In many of 
the private charters this care of beauty as well as safety is 
evidenced; a deed of William fitz William 10 dated a . d . 1386 
has the armorial seal impressed on a facing of red contained in a 
cup of natural wax and attached by a finely woven ribbon of 
lustrous light blue silk, 9 mill. wide. The Elvet deed, before 
mentioned, has the seals on a facing of black in beds of white 
wax attached by woven round silk cords of black and white 
plaited together ; it is a noble deed beautifully written and the 
seals are intentionally used to embellish it further.11 It should 
here be said that when there were numerous seals to one document 
they were attached according to the precedence of the parties, 
usually the most important is placed at the bottom left hand 

. comer of the document, the other parties of lesser degree follow 
in order to the righi hand comer. Sometimes the most important 
is placed in the middle, the others arranged on either side in their 
due order of precedence. The protection of the device on seals 
was also of importance and various means were adopted for this 
purpose. The earlier suspended seals were often thick masses 
of wax convex shaped on the back, difficult to destroy from their 
bulk, others of early date are ‘ dished/ 12 that is the matrix was 
cut convex on its face so leaving a cup-shaped impression on the 
wax, the edges of which stood above the central device. This 
type ceased after the early twelfth century, probably because 
the surrounding legend was difficult to cut or to read when 
impressed. Another way was to impress the seal on a layer of 
coloured wax enclosed in a cup of hard natural wax, the sides of

9 Usually of one colour only. The later seals of tlfe archbishops of York are attached 
by cords of two colours, blue and green, red and blue, or purple and greens

10 No 2662. ‘ Durham Seals,* plate D (facing p. 261), no. 4.
11 No. 874, '■ Durham Seals,* plate D (facing p. 261), no. 5.
12 See nos., 3665, 3670.



which were th ic k , and rose well above the im pression—w alling 
it  in as i t  were.18

T h e re  are no seals a t D u rh a m  contained in boxes except some 
of the fifteenth c e n tu ry Ita lia n  ones,14 w hich are enclosed in  
boxes o f iro n  or of w ood the exact shape o f the seal th e y 'c o n ta in ; 
judging b y  the D u rh a m  seals this m e thod  does no t seem to have 
been used in this c o u n try  in m ediaeval times. Seals were also 
occasionally sewn up in bags of silk, canvas o r p archm e nt, or 
w rapped in cotton w ool. The re  are. exam ples o f each in the 
tre a su ry , b u t the effect was disastrous as the seals so treated 
have entire ly perished, n o th in g  b u t a few broken fragm ents 
rem aining. Signets of the fifteenth c e n tu ry and later were 
surrounded b y  a tw isted straw  or b y  threads o f silk or cord to 
p revent the m  being rubbed b y  the folding o f the d ocum ent.18 
So fa r as the D u rh a m  collection is concerned all these m ethods 
are e x c e p tio n a l; b y  fa r the greater nu m b e r of the seals there are 
unprotected in a n y  w a y , except b y  the careful folding o f the 
docum ents and th e ir storage in pro pe rly made presses and draw ers. 
In  o u r tem perate climate other protection was n o t so needful as 
in w a rm e r countries.

V III .— TYPES OF SEALS.

i  R oya l Seals.
T h e  typ e  of seal used in the ro ya l chancery, and k n o w n  as the 

k in g ’s seal (s ig illu m  regis) or the seal of m a je sty {s ig illu m  majes- 
ta tis ) 1 and  la te r, upon the in tro d u c tio n  of the * sm all seals,’ as 
the ‘ great seal,’ had become established (as described in section 11 
p. 249) on the seal of W illia m  the Conqueror. T h e n c e fo rw a rd ,

18 A seal of the chapter of York is egg-shaped, about 30 mill, in thickness with edges 
surrounding the device 7 mill, high, and about the same in breadth ; and see also plate 
59, no. 3235.

14 Nos. 3693, 3701.
15 Nos. 3035, 3039, see ‘ Durham Seals,’ plate F (facing p, 267), no. 4
1 See Chapters of Mediaeval Administrative History, by Prof. Tout, 1, p. 124, n+.



.though the costume and armour change with the changing 
fashions, and legends alter with the alterations of the sovereigns’ 
titles and dominions, the type remains the same ; on the obverse 
the‘king robed and crowned seated in majesty upon his throne; 
on the reverse on horseback, fully armed as leader of his army. 
There is a splendid series of these seals of our English kings at 
Durham, from William Rufus to Charles I, as well as many of 
the kings of Scotland from Edgar IT to James I. They make a 
valuable commentary upon our national history, greater from 
the greater trueness to life and larger size than the aid that can 
be derived from coins or medals. As the royal administration 
became more centralized and complex, more than one seal was 
found to be necessary, especially for the exchequer, during the 
frequent absences of the king with his chancellor and seal.2 
We therefore find that by the time of Henry it there was a seal 
for exchequer business, kept in the exchequer3 and distinct 
from that which accompanied the king in his journeymgs.4 
This was at first probably a duplicate of the great seal though 
possibly smaller, but by the time of Henry h i . a special exchequer 
seal had developed distinct in motive and in legend from the 
great seal.5 The earliest perfect example of this type is no. 3029  
in this catalogue. It is there used by Edward I but there can 
be smail doubt that it is the same seal that Henry in used, with 
the legend only altered. This can be seen by comparing the 
equestrian figure on the obverse with the same on the great seal

2 Ibid., pp. 142-146 and 291.
3 ‘ To the chancellor belongs the keeping of the king’s seal which is in the treasury 

(quod est in thesauro) and goes thereout only when, by order of the justiciar, it is taken 
by the treasurer or chamberlain from the. lower to the upper exchequer for fulfilling 
exchequer business ’ (Dialogus de Scaccario, ed.-1902, 1, v d ; p. 71.

4 ‘ The exchequer seal has the express image and inscription which are upon the seal 
which goes on journeyings with the court (cum deambulatorio curie sigillo),* (ibid., 1, 
xv, p .  i o 7) i

5 ‘ Hie incipit currere sigillum de scaccario.’ (Cal. Close Rolls, A.a, 1230, p. 551.)
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i. Privy seal of Robert Neville, bishop of Durham, a .d . 1438-57. * The 
/  bull's head crest of Neville rises b etw een  the horns of the noble mitre ,\ 

• * on a. ribbon behind it is the bishop’s motto en gr ac e a ff t z • .. (From 
: a cast in the museum o f the -Society of -Antiquaries,- London) . . :

.2. ‘Privy.seal of Richard n ; Ancient Deed W.S. 630, a . d , 1378 (P.R.O.: 
Museum case H. no* 79). .

3. Privy seal of Edwardjn ; Ancient Deed W .S ,'277 ; a . d . 1362 (P.R.O.).

4; Privy seal of EdwardA attached to Harl. Chart., 43 B 8 (a . d . 1296) in. 
the British Museum. ' ' . /  c >' :

5. Privy seal-of Edward 1 1 ; Ancient Deed W .S. 342 ; a .d . 1317 -1318 - 
(P.R.O.). Covered.with fine gauze for protection. : : <

6. Privy seal of John Fordham, bishop of Durham, a . d . 1382-88.. (Cat.. 
3143) . ’ . - * * ; ■ \ ; .  ’ , • * -

6a.’Signet of William Senhouse, bishop of Durham, a . d . 1502-05.

* j .  Privy seat of Edward i n ; - Ancient Deed, L.S. 303 ; 14 Feb.-a.d. I3|«- 
. ' (P.R.O.). • -  ; p -  ;, ..

8. Privy seal of' Edward' in ; ‘ Ancient Deed, W.S. .221 ; :i 9. A/pril a . p.
1335 (P.R.0'0. ^ : - V .. s  • V - ;  ■ : : - • ; V

9: Privy seal of Edward. 111/ Ancient Deed, W . S.- 182 ; 16 May a:d.T 339 
' (P.R.O.). :: * •;

ip. Griffin, seal of Edward 111/  Ancient Deed R.S. 128 ; a.p. 1344.-
(P.R.O.). ' V* : .

I I .  ;Privy seal of'Thomas, earl of Lancaster. (Cat. no. 3070).'

12 ! Privy seal of Edward Baliol, king of Scots. . (Cat. no. 3084).- .

. 13 . Signet 6f Richard n, chancery warrant J/File 1343; a.d. 1384 (P.R.O.).r 
It.-bears his name rtcfjath.
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of H e n r y  i n  (no. 3025) , th e y  are. almost identical. I t  is also 
v e r y  sim ilar to  the figure of E d w a r d  him self on his seal as prince 
during  his fa th e r’s lifetim e.6 T h e  shield o f arms on the reverse 
is ty p ic a lly  of m id -th irte e n th  centu ry date and  is practically 
the same as the reverse of prince E d w a r d ’s seal. I t  was this 
ty p e  w hich all the later exchequer seals follow e d.7

T h e  n e x t of the ro y a l seals to come in to  use was the p r iv y  
seal th a t is the secret (secretum) o r p riva te  seal o f the k in g . 
T h is  instrum e nt originated fo r use in  the k in g ’s household w hen 
the personal attendance of the chancellor, w ith  the great seal, 
upon the k ing  had  become difficult if  n o t im possible. I t  became 
the seal o f the ‘ W ard rob e ’ k e p t in  the custody o f the w ardrobe 
clerks.8 Th e re  was soon (circa  a .d .- 1350) an office of the p r iv y  
seal, fo rm ing  a new departm ent of state, its keeper e ve n tu a lly  
becom ing an im p o rta n t m inister.9 ■ The re  is o n ly  one exam ple 
of this ty p e  in the catalogue and th a t as late as H e n r y  v i 10 b u t 
i t  h ad  come in to  use certainly b y  the tim e o f J o h n ,11 possibly 
even earlier. I t  should be noted th a t J o h n , w hen earl of M o rta in , 
used a coun terseal12 w hich fro m  its legend— s e c r e tu m  jo h a n n is  
— m a y  well have been used as his la te r p r iv y  seal of w hich there 
is no k n o w n  exam ple, no r is there an impression e x ta n t of th a t 
o f H e n r y  i n . Its  m o tive  is h ow ever k n o w n , fo r , w hen in a .d .  
1242 H e n r y  was abo ut to  go in to  G a s c o n y , he o rdered-that, d uring  
his absence, ‘ T h e  k in g ’s w rits   shall be sealed w ith  the
' 8 Sandford’s Genmolgical History, plate p 120. For document with seal attached 

see * Durham Seals/ plate F, no. 1 (facing p. 267).
7 E.g., no 3047 in Catalogue and no. 4 on * Durham Seals,4 plate G.
8 Cat. Pat. Rolls, 1292-1301, p. 125.
9 For a full and illuminating account of the origin and diplomatic of this seal see 

Prof. Tout op. cit, vol 1, pp. 151-157 ; and ibid,, pp. 284-292.
10 No 3041 There are examples of two of the privy seals of the kings of Scotland—  

nos. 3083, 3084
u See Madox, History of Exchequer, voi. 1, p. 8 6 ; Rot, Lit. Claus., 1, pp. 102, 103; 

Rot. Lit. Pat., 1, pp. 138, 153
12 No. 3023* See ‘ Durham Seals/ plate F (facing p. 267), no. 6.
3 ser, v o l .  xvi|.



seal w hich was fo rm e rly  a t the e x c h e q u e r  W rits  o f the
exchequer shall be sealed in the m eanw hile w ith  a certain p r iv y  
seal of the k ing  w ith  a shie ld of the k in g ’s arms  and w ith  the 
circum scription of the exchequer seal.’ 18 T h is  seems to mean 
a seal sim ilar to , if  n o t identical w ith , the reverse of no. 3029. 
T h e  d iffic u lty of id e n tifyin g  it  w ith  this is the legend and the 
size ; even if  one reads the w ord ‘ circum scription ’ to  mean 
circumference 14 one has still to face the difficulty of its large 
size, three inches com pared w ith  the one inch diam eter of the 
p r iv y  seal of E d w a r d  i . is I t  can o n ly  definitely be said th a t 
H e n r y  111 possessed a p r iv y  seal and th a t i t  was charged w ith  a 
shield of his arm s. T h is  was the m o tive  of th a t of E d w a r d  1 and, 
arguing fro m  the s im ila rity  of his great seals to those of his 
fa th e r, i t  does n o t seem probable th a t a n y  great change in style 
w o u ld  be m ade b y  E d w a r d  fo r his p r iv y  seal. F r o m  his tim e , 
a t least, the ty p e  was s e ttle d ; it  is th a t o f a single faced seal 
charged w ith  an arm orial shield, the legend stating it  to be the 
secretum  of the k i n g 16 (see ‘ D u r h a m  Seals,’ plate E  facing p . 265). 
These seals seem first to have been affixed to a strip cut off the 
docum ent as pendent seals in w hich case a narrow er strip was 
also sometimes cut off b y  w hich the folded docum ent could be 
secured. T h is  strip  was possibly sealed w ith  a small signet to  
secure i t  b u t of th is .n o  proof rem ains.17 B y  later custom the 
p r iv y  seal was used itself fo  close the docum ent, being affixed on 
the outside of the folded paper— ' en p la c a rd .’ B y  this m e thod 
a .s t r ip  of paper was passed th ro u g h  tw o  incisions cut in the 
folded docum ent and  the loose ends fastened beneath the w a x , 
so th a t  the le tte r could o n ly  be opened b y  either breaking the

18 Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1232-47, p. 290 14 See Tout, op. cit., vol. 1, p 291.
15 B r i t  Museum Cat., vol. 1, no. 709, plate E, no. 4.
16 For examples of writs under the Privy Seals see H. Hall’s Formula Book of Diplomatic 

Documents, vol. 1, p. 91 et seq.-
17 Tout, op. c i t , vol. I, p. 147 and>2.
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,£ s :,e r v  :.«*£ ,rnyî  1 *i ; ( v u  ;a .A .^ /'u  .WL
cr a /  i jx^ro I r r  «.;v- *>i rixk.
■ ’ ' - . ■/. - /  . { Z r o -

:  ■..! , / > ; t; Pa if  ̂ rr>cvi r.'ju x l
, r r  . a \ ’ -:o . i - T  *x J . 'r ;v O  K.j, t o  ,U i ^ n o C f

i < y  .:■ i * x  v *  i j  * r i : t e  ^  '■ i  iV x  M h r  - j>:> -if-: •: vo; i

■ l i u i x  ' h i fo f t  v , f ^  -»4+ c;C yf 'lU i-q i t•.,;
i *r; oiif.  \yj-*fa K r ie ir i  x jp icjotA o-i-:' ir J.rihV i - i • -

i x ' - i  . a>\,* hV. h > j >u ' .  < i - t o

-.; - jv i ' l ' a . ^ . h ; > { ’ t V . » j j i c  :* Hv.-:i5 j j  n -O - p ; T

.l < ;  i r  ; ’A3A , - r-.-it t. si r i ^ c r  " v i i t i i c  o 'h i
[ i x u v r i v h f i y s i l - u . E  b r a  l ^ . > b r  7 ; iv , : .  Yv'\ 

. . .  -  " : ‘ ... " - ;h  : i.*iO * rr r ; v | ^

:';i' o h r  jo '-  sit ■•* ir. /  i.o; itm:;vr.roE.
■ . a . .:' .- <■-* Lt>.o.

X 'o -j ■-''r* V If- } -331' *. ‘ *■ -r:
_ •■' \. . ju -  .pii -I • -<r ,V 7 > X t V  O



1. Treasury Writ of Edward i. with seal of the exchequer in green wax: 
appended-on strip of parchment partially cut -off deed (Cat! 3029),. 
2<ja 2dae Regalium No. 9. . - ' - -

2. : Charter of queen Maud (c. a.d. 1 115 ) i ma2dae Specialia 23.
/  Seal in natural wax attached transversely *■ by strip of parchment'

: ’(Gat. 30x8). . ; .• ‘ ’ . ; ' ' - : /  • • C
'3/  Letter from Joan of Navarre,, queen of Henry iv, to the prior and.

■. Convent of Durham. The letter opened. Locellus xxv, no. 102.

.4. The same letter folded and fastened by a strip of paper passed through 
two incisions cut in the paper and the loose ends joined under her

• - signet which is protected by a-twisted straw and placed at the inter­
section of a cross of red wax. (Cat. 3035.)

5/  The same letter folded again: with the signet inside and the address on' 
the outside ‘ A nos tres chere en Dieu Le priour et convent de Duresme. *

.. When so folded and addressed.it would probably be again fastened by"
‘ a picee of .silk tied round it. ■ ... "  ‘ ^

6: Secretum of king John, used when he was earl of Mortain (Cat. 3023);,
- 2da t̂ae Eboracensia no. 20. . '

■7. Privy seal of Henry vi, Locellus xxv, no, 99. (Cat. 3041.)
8. Signet of Henry iv, Locellus xxv, no. 106.







wax or cutting the strip at the back. The letter of Henry vi 
at the treasury is so secured by his privy seal.18 By the time 
of Edward in the privy seal had become a public administrative 
office and ceased to be available for the use of the court. A  new 
private seal then came into use called the signet; it was smaller 
than the privy seal but, like it, armorial in motive. The earliest 
royal signet at present known to me is that of Richard I I 19 but 
they were probably in use much earlier than this. In France 
as early as a . d . 1312  Philip the Fair20 used one called ‘ notre 
plus secret signet.’ They were used to close folded documents in 
the same manner as the privy seal described above.21 Other types 
of royal seals contained in the catalogue do not require more 
comment than has already been made in the notes. It is sufficient 
here to name the seal of Edward 1 for Scotland,22 the seals of 
the courts of King’s Bench and Common Pleas,23 for the palatinate 
of Durham 24 sede vacanie, for the duchy of Lancaster 25 and the 
seal of Henry viii ‘ ad causas ecclesiasiicas/ 26

2 . Ecclesiastical Seals. .
Only the higher ranks of the clergy used, seals in the eleventh 

and twelfth centuries ; it was not until well into the thirteenth 
century that they were used by them generally. The legatine 
constitutions of Otto 1 issued a . d . 1237  no doubt caused a great 
increase in their use ; the part concerning the use of seals by the

18 3041 and No 7, on ‘ Durham Seals, plate F, facing p. 267.
19 Plate E, no. 13. This bears his name in block letter, the later royal signets known 

to me are armorial. See also 3034, 3035, 3036 and 3039.
20 Douet D’Arcq, vol. 1, no. 48.
21 * Durham Seals/ plate F, nos. 3, 4 and 5 are photographs of a letter from- Joan of 

Navarre, queen of Henry iv, to the prior and convent of Durham. No. 3 is the letter 
open : No. 4 folded square and closed with the queen’s signet placed at the centre of a 
wax cross ; No. 5 is the document folded again and addressed, the seal being inside. 
It would probably be secured again by a piece of silk tied round it. See also no. 8 on the 
same plate.

22 3028 23 3048 and 3051. 24 3044, t 25 3038 26 3057
1 Matt, Paris, Citron. Majora, Rolls Series, vol. 111, p. 438,



clergy is of considerable interest for the history of this type, 
and reads as follows :—

Since there is no employment of notaries in England, in consequence 
of which it is very necessary to have recourse to authentic seals, we decree, 
in order that there may easily be plenty of them, that not only archbishops 
and bishops, but also their officials, shall have a seal ; also abbots, priors, 
deans, archdeacons and their officials, rural deans, and chapters of cathedral 
churches, and all other colleges, and convents, together with their rulers 
or severally according to thexr custom or statute. To ensure, further, 
the variety of each of the aforesaid, let each several person have as his 
seal the name, say, of the dignity, office or college, and also the proper 
name of such as enjoy the honour of the dignity or perpetual office, 
engraved with clear marks and characters : and so shall they have an 
authentic seal. Lastly, those who shall undertake temporal office, such 
as rurai deans and officials, shah, when their office is over, resign their 
seal, which should have only the name (of the office) engraved upon it, 
forthwith and without delay to him of whom they hold the office. We 
verily charge that diligent care be taken of the custody of seals ; to wit, 
that each single person shall take care of his seal by himself or commit 
it to the keeping of one person only in whose faith he trusts : who also 
shall swear to guard it faithfully and grant it to no one for sealing any­
thing, nor even he himself shall seal with it anything from which prejudice 
may be engendered to anyone, without that his principal shall read it 
beforehand and inspect it carefully and so order it to be sealed. In 
making use of the seal, there shall be faithful and prudent precaution—  
faithful, that so the needy may be readily supplied, prudent, that so false 
and fraudulent persons may be utterly denied. At the beginning, also, 
or at the end of each authentic writing we ordain that the sufficient date 
of day time and place be inserted.

Ecclesiastical seals, broadly speaking, are all of the same 
general type and follow similiar lines of development. The 
earliest are round,2 depicting only a demi-figure of their owner 
(of these there is none at Durham) but by the eleventh century



iV'ftiia
th e y  were usually an elongated o v a l,3 w hich g ra d u a lly assumed 
the graceful n a rro w  p ointed shape,4 th is , in  the sixte e nth  
ce n tu ry Renascence seals,5 returned again to  the e a rly o va l 
fo rm . T h e  m ost im p o rta n t section of ecclesiastical seals is th a t 
of bishops, generally kn o w n  as th e ir seals of d ig n ity  ; th e y  show 
the bishop standing 8 blessing and  holding his crosier, vested in 
fu ll p o n tif ic a lia ; T h e  h isto ry of episcopal vestm ents could 
alm ost be w ritte n  fro m  a s tu d y  of these seals. T h e y  represent 
the bishop as he himself wished to  be show n, in  his m ost solemn 
m o m ents, and fa ith fu lly  reproduce his cerem onial vestm ents.7 
I n  the notes to the long series of the seals of the bishops of D u r h a m  
I  have pointed o u t the changes in the vestm ents and  n o te d  the 
gradual change in the m o tive  of th e ir seals. T h e y  begin w ith  
the unadorned seal of R a n u lp h  and his successors to  the b e g in n in g . 
of the th irte e n th  c e n tu ry,8 then th e y  change g ra d u a lly  b y  the 
a d d itio n of canopies, flanking saints, architectural niches 9 w ith  
tabernacle w o rk  and arm orial shields 10 u n til, b y  the m iddle o f 
the fo urte e n th  c e n tu ry, the p atro n  saints o f the church are 
predo m inant w hilst the bishop,11 kneeling beneath adores th e m . 
Sometimes the bishop’s shield of arms 12 represents the kneeling 
figure. T h e  ad causas or business seals of the bishops are of 
the same typ e  as the seal o f d ig n ity , tho u gh  of. considerably less 
size, and  follow  in the m ain the m o tive  and d evelopm ent of th a t

3 3iio: 3ii2. 4 3133, 3136, 3144'
5 3246 These examples are taken from episcopal seals but the same development

may be traced on those of the lesser clergy:
6 They are usually full-faced but some are represented in prohle (3599, 3618) and 

occasionally seated (3125 3107)
7 In this connection it is interesting to compare the vestments of the bishops of 

Durham, which passed to the cathedral at their deaths, with those shown on their seals. 
See Wilis and Inventories (Surt. Soc. publ., 1835).

8 3110-3114. 9 3121-3124, 3127
10 These first appear on the shield of bishop Fraser of St Andrews (3624) circa

a d. 1280 : Bek’s seal (3125) a.d. 1284 has armorials but no shield.
u  3I4°* 12 3144, 3152-



seal. They were in use from,the beginning of the thirteenth 
till towards the end of the sixteenth century.13 At Durham the 
first is that of Richard of Bury, the latest that of Robert Neville.

The bishops of Durham, as lords palatine, had a chancellor 
and chancery of their own where their writs and charters were 
sealed with their great seals in the same way as royal writs were 
sealed. Their type is the same as that of their royal prototype 
though they are of smaller size as befits the lesser potentate'; 
on the obverse the lord bishop is seated upon his throne in full 
pontificalia ; on the reverse he is on horseback armed cap-a-pie 
as the military leader of the men of the palatinate. They begin 
with the episcopate of Hatfield14 (a . d . 1345) and continue till 
Tunstall15 ( a . d . 1559), the last preserved in the treasury, with 
which alone this catalogue deals. *1 have annotated them fully 
in the notes upon: each seal and, as they are adequately illus­
trated,16 it seems' needless to write more upon them here.17 
The seals of the officials of the bishop are also a pointed oval in 
shape and being used by inferior dignitaries are smaller again 
than the ad pausas seals. They are alike in type, representing 
stories from the Bible,18 or Our Lady and the Christ Child, or 
the great Durham saints Cuthbert and Oswald. The legend 
states the office or official for which the seal was made, or by 
whom it was used.19 Seals of archdeacons and their officials 
follow generally the same type and range in size from 38 to 70 mill, 
along their longer axis. The earliest at Durham is that of Hugh 
Sotevagina 20 on which he is depicted robed and seated bearing 
a rod in one hand and the textus in the other. The later seals

13 P r o c . S o c y .  A n t q .  L o n d . xt, p. 298;,
14 3138, plate 53* 15 3170, plate 56. 16 Plates 53-56.
17 The bishops, like other important people, used counterseals, privy seals, and signets 

' which I have thought better to discuss under those types.
18 No 3173 and inset. 19 Nos. 3x72-3186. 20 No. 3285, plate 61,



follow almost exactly the line of development 21 that we have 
already noted for the seals of dignity 'of the bishops, though 
armorial shields do not appear upon the Durham series till that 
of Neville.22 . There are a few of them which, leaving the beaten 
track, show a more original design ; those of William of Beverley, 
Alan of Lynn, and of the officiality of the archdeacon of Durham, 
are instances in point.23 The numerous seals of canons and the 
lesser clergy generally are almost impossible to classify, they 
vary as greatly as do. the seals of laymen, their only outstanding 
characteristic is that they are usually oval in shape and the 
motive most often a religious one. The seals of hospitals, 
colleges and collegiate churches, as a rule, represent their patron 
saint 24 or founder, the legend giving their name and dedication.

The Statute of Carlisle25 (a.d. 1306) before mentioned, made it 
compulsory for every abbey to have a common seal, but many 
of them had seals long before that date. That of Durham 
priory, the oldest in the catalogue, dates probably, before the 
foundation of the Benedictine house there, and there are numerous 
eleventh and twelfth century monastic seals comprised in it. 
Monastic seals do not, as a rule, follow the regular development 
in motive that has been noted on episcopal and other individual 
ecclesiastical seals. Just as the popes used always the dull and 
barbarous device representing SS. Peter and Paul on their bulls 
so we find many convents, either from pride in their antiquity 
or from that conservatism and dislike of change innate in all 
corporate bodies, using the same seal from early times all through 
their history. The simple cross paty of St. Cuthbert, with the 
very early legend, was so used by the great house of Durham ; 26

21 See plates 60 and 61.
22 No. 3258 a .d 1334, The earliest shield of arms on an archdeacon's seal I have 

noted is on that of Thomas of Chartres (3635) a .d. 1267.
28 Nos. 327L 3275 and 3263. 24 Nos. 333S et seq. and plates 62 -63.
25 See above p. 253. 26 3427, plate 64.



the e q u a lly great house of S t . A lb a n s used- a rude and  archaic 
figure of the p r o to m a r fy r.27 T h e  crudely designed seated figure 
o f O u r  L a d y  used b y  the A u s tin  canons o f G u isb ro u gh  28 also 
clearly dates back to  the tim e o f th e ir fo u n d a tio n .

T h is  ty p e  o f seal does n o t conform  so in v a ria b ly  to the oval 
shape, m a n y  of th e m  are ro u n d . N o r  are the ir m otives 
g re a tly v a rie d , th e y  depict usually the p atro n saint o r saints of 
.the c o n ve n t. Th e re  are the fine series o f the Cistercians and 
A u s tin  canons representing O u r  L a d y  w ith  the Ch rist C h ild  of 
w hich the best k n o w n  and  m ost b e a u tifu l are those o f M erton 
p r i o r y 29 a n d  O seney a b b e y 30; or the earlier Benedictine ones 
o f Lin d o re s and  K e ls o .81 Th e re  are S t. P e te r and  S t. P a u l of 
B r in k b u r n , S t . M a r y  and  S t. O sw in  of T y n e m o u th , S t. A g a th a  
o f E a s b y , S t . M a r y  M agdalen of La n e rco st, S t . Nicholas o f D r a x , 
S t . B a rth o lo m e w  and  S t . G u th la c  of C-royland, S t. E d m u n d  o f 
E d m u n d s b u r y , S t . J o h n  of. H e la u g h , S t. G e rm a n  of Selby and 
m a n y  pthers. Som e, such as th a t of E v e s h a m ,32 represent 
legends of th e ir fo u n d a tio n , w hilst another series uses fo r seal a 
representation of th e ir church, like those of S t . A n d re w 's p rio ry .38 
T h e  vested a rm  o f the a bb o t holding his crosier in  his h a n d , 
issuing fro m  the side of the seal, is a n o t uncom m on m o tiv e .34 
T h e  seals o f abbots and priors are sim ilar to those of bishops ; 
th e y  are o f a b o u t the same size and shape. T h e  earlier ones 
represent th e ir ow ner in  m onastic dress standin g, fu ll face, w ith  
the textus  in  his h an ds, o r, if  he be a m itre d  a bb o t o r p rio r, 
he stands a rraye d  in fu ll pontifica lia ,.  T h e  decoration of the 
seal, such as the in tro d u c tio n  o f saints, architectural niches and 
arm orials, follows the same line of developm ent we have already

27 3 5 3 7i 28 3481, plate 63.
29 P r o c . S o c .  A n t .  N e w c . ,  3rd. ser. viii, p. 140.
8° 3532, plate 65. 31 3670, 3665, plate 68.
32 3465 33 3678, 3679 ; P^te 68* 84 3661, 3673.



traced on those o f  bishops and  archdeacons. Th e re  are also 
certain seals com m on to  the a b b o t and the co n ve n t b u t th e y  do 
n o t d iffer, except in  the legend, fro m  the general ty p e .

3 E questrian  Seals.
T h e  earliest seals of laym e n were of the w ell defined ty p e  

called equestrian, th e y  show  the ir ow ner, in fu ll a rm o u r, m o u n te d  
on his w a r horse as he w ent to  b a ttle . T h e y  date fro m  the later 
h a lf o f the eleventh c e n tu ry and no d o u b t derived th e ir m o tiv e  
fro m  the reverse of the ro ya l seals, indeed the o n ly tw o  o f t.his 
early date at D u r h a m  are those of W illia m  R u fu s  a n d  D u n c a n  11.1 
T h is  ty p e  in  the tw e lfth  centu ry was of considerable size, those of 
A la n  and  Conan 2 of B r it t a n y  are larger th a n  the c o n te m p o rary 
ro y a l great seals. T h e  tendency -was to lessen this incon­
ven ient s ize ; and during the th irte e n th  c e n tu ry the average is 
fro m  55 to  65 m ill, in diam eter. O ne  deligh tful exam ple 3 o f 
the ty p e  ( a .d .  1270)’ has a diam eter of o n ly 22 m i l l . ; one o f m id ­
fo urte e n th  c e n tu ry date 4 is 26 m ill, b u t these are exceptions, 
b y  fa r the greater num ber are considerably larger.. T h e re  is
o n ly one exception to the roun d fo rm  a t D u r h a m , th a t, n a m e ly o f 
W illia m  T h o r p ,4* w hich is o v a l, the result fro m  the artistic 
sta n d p o in t is n o t pleasing. Those of e a rly date are rough in  
execution, rude and  archaic in  design,8 b u t as tim e  passes th e y  
become more n a tu ra l and the ty p e  clearer.8 T h e  k n ig h t is 
clothed to his knees in  a h au be rk of m a il, he wears a p o in te d  
helm et w ith  nasal and -bears on his left arm  a long kite-shaped 
shield, w ith  rounded to p  and p ointed  base, show ing th e  inside ; 
in  his rig h t h an d  .he brandishes a long and h e a v y  sw o rd, o r some­
times the greater nobles bear a lance w ith  pe nno n,7 -or are shewn

1 3013, plate 40 and 3073, plate 46. * 397, 398.
*2286 ‘ Durham Seals,' plate B, no. 5 (facing p. 248). 1 1112. 44 2433.
5 40- plate 9 3017, plate 40. 9 1838, 1900, plate 20.
1 1420 plate 12 , 3075 and 3078, plate 46.



on one side of th e  seal w ith  a sw ord, on the other w ith  a spear.8 
T o w a rd s  the -m iddle o f the tw e lfth  centu ry the, helmet becomes 
m ore rounded and the shield shorter, concave in shape, often 
w ith  a central boss fro m  w hich bars radiate to the constructional 
bord er, i t  is u sua lly h e ld, suspended b y  a strap so th a t it  appears 
in  profile.9 I t  is in  the last h alf of this c e n tu ry th a t armorials 
first appear bn shields.10 T h e  early years of the th irte e n th  
c e n tu ry  b rin g  great changes; the n comes the great cylindrical 
w a r h e lm , fla t to p p e d  and v is o r e d ; over the m ail h au be rk a 
loose and  flow ing s u r c o a t11 is w o rn , at first undecorated b u t 
v e r y  soon em broidered w ith  arm orials.12 T h e  shield is smaller 
and  held alm ost full-faced  thus allow ing its arm orial changes to 
be b e tte r se e n ; the horse receives housings,18 plain and  loose 
flow ing, b u t soon also covered w ith  a rm o ria ls14 and sometimes 
ta k in g  the fo rm  o f a stiff and  h e a v y  caparison.16 In  the early 
fo u rte e n th  c e n tu ry the loose arm orial surcoat gives place to the 
tig h t fittin g  sh ort sk irte d  ju p o n , and crests become the o rd in a ry 
a do rnm e nt of the conical shaped heaume 16 w hich is protected at 
the b a c k  b y  dagged edge m a n tlin g  and often surrounded b y  a 
crest coronet o r w re a th . These fashions can best be seen, in the 
D u r h a m  collection, oh the reverse of the ro ya l great seals (plate 43) 
or on the like seals o f the lords.palatine o f D u rh a m  (plates 53-55). 
E x c e p t  fo r  these tw o  classes equestrian seals ceased to be used 
tow ards the end o f the fo u rte e n th  c e n tu ry, th e y  then gave place

8 397) 398) plate x.
9 1177, 1178, plate n  ; 206, plate. 9 • 897,, plate 10 ; 1989, plate 20 ■ 2551, plate 29 

2812 plate 35.
;  10 1003, plate 11 ; 2804, plate 34.

u  1002, plate n  ; 1970*, plate 19 ; 3025 and 3029, plate 42.
12 There s not an armorial surcoat of the loose flowing style depicted on the seais 

at Durham but Demay {Le Costume d’apres ies Sceaux, p. 117) notes a.d. 1225 as the 
earliest one he had seen.

18 2807 and 2808, plate 34.
14 2045, o b . p ate 21 ; 3027, rev. plate 42 ; 3082, rev. plate 474
“  3081, plate 47. * " 16 2814, plate 35*



almost entirely to the smaller armorial seals.17 From the artistic 
side the best period for this type, as for others, is the later thir­
teenth and early fourteenth centuries ; then the rider and his 
horse are real and lifelike— a warrior and a war horse ready for 
battle or for the mimic warfare of the tourney ; later the treat­
ment becomes artificial— lay figures clothed in ceremonial cos- 
tunfe, thus their historic and artistic interest passes.

4 . Armorial.
The motive of this type is a shield ot arms and its accessories 

There are some seals armorial in spirit, but, as they do not display 
a shield of arms, they cannot be placed in this section.1 Some 
interesting examples depict badges, canting or other, which 
later, formed the armorial bearings of their owners.2 The 
earliest shield of arms appears on the equestrian type shortly 
after the middle of the twelfth century and armorial seals soon 
followed. It is this type that is of importance to the genealogist 
historian or herald, and not less so to those who delight in the 
beautiful mediaeval art of heraldry. Not only does it share wdth 
other types a comparative certainty of origin and date, but the 
devices show their owners' arms as they themselves used them 
and desired them to be represented, they give the differences 
used by cadet branches.3 Their impalements, quarterings4 
and groupings 5 show family relationships and alliances ; the , 
charges on the shield often tell of blood connection 6 or feudal 
dependence.7 For the herald, from, their personal character 
and known date, they are the earliest and most authentic source 
for the forms of shields, charges, crests, helmets, with their 
mantling and supporters, and all that goes to make a complete

17 The latest in the catalogue is no. 2814.
1 26, 27 468 and 2831 are good examples.
2 608. 1275, 1276, 1922 and 2510 3 2508, 2511, plate 30* 4 1963, plate 19
5 1728, plate 23 • 225. 226, plate 8< 7 770, plate 8 and 2362,. plate 22.



arm o rial achievem ent. F o r  the artist th e y  are original m o n u ­
m ents u p o n w hich can be seen at first h an d  the finest w o rk  of 
the m e diaeval engraver unsurpassed in its fineness and b e a u ty of 
d etail b y . a n y  o th e r fo rm  of m ediaeval a rt. In  the notes to  the 
catalogue I  h a ve , where possible, blasoned the arms and spoken 
o f a n y  peculiarities o f the arm orials ; here I  propose to  trace the 
d evelopm ent of the ty p e  leaving o u t of account the details of 
the blason. T h e  conclusions are based entire ly on seals in the 
catalogue and  fo r the m ost p a rt on those illustrate d . T h e  
collection is large and  va rie d  and  covers m a n y  centuries, i t  m a y  
therefore be ta ke n  to  represent the general evolu tion o f the ty p e , 
a t least in E n g la n d . I t  is, of course, n o t possible to arrange 
th e m , as it  w ere, in  w a te rtig h t com partm ents, there is v e ry  
considerable-o verlapping am ongst the various styles and some 
persist rig h t th ro u g h  the period, b u t none the less th e y fall in to  
clearly defined groups and  a regular developm ent can be traced.

I . — T h e  earliest fo rm  ranges in  date fro m  circa a .d .  1x60 to  
1200, the seals are circular in  shape and rather large in size, 
m easuring fro m  65 to  75 m ill, in diam eter. T h e  field is plain 
and  alm ost e n tire ly filled b y  an u p rig h t pear, or heart-shaped 
s h ie ld 8 (plate G , n o . 1) .

I I . — F r o m  circa  a . d .  1200-1230 the seals become rathe r sm aller 
in  size, fro m  abo ut 40 to  45 m ill ., the field remains plain and the 
shield u p rig h t b u t its fo rm  is m odified ; it  still shows the c o n v e x 
to p  b u t th e  sides h ave  lost the rounded fo rm  and become 
stra ig h te r.9 In  these years also the seal itself takes the fo rm  
of a shield, i t  is a ra th e r exceptional ty p e  b u t examples are to be 
fo u n d  till to w ard s th e  end o f the c e n tu ry and  la t e r 10 (plate G ,  
nos. 2, 6 and 8).

8 443, 584, plate 2 ; 1064, 1184, plate 13; 1742, plate 21 , 1708; c .a .d .  1200.
9 896, plate 10, 1340* plate 14 > 1759 and 1854, plate 22 ; 2503* plate 29; 1501.
10 70. plate 2 ; 18712, 2325, plate 22 ; 1381.
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i Ranulphof Blundevil], earl of Chester, circa a.d. j i8 l ;

02. Philip of Ulcotes, circa a.d. 1200. •/ : . . * -4
P3. William of Vesci, cir.$d .1220. ' P - “ - J _ . . "

.4: Reverse of the exchequer seal of Edward 1 . (probably of Henry 
. date cwfl'A.D.: i 240).̂  ; .

5. .Reverseiof the Scottish seal of Edward 1, a.d. 1296. - * ;

6. Ralph of 'Amundeville, circa A.T>: 1 2 $Q.
7.; Robert Ferrars, earl of Derby, circa a.d. 1255.

8. ‘ Walrari of Horton, circa A.b, 1255. -

9- Sir John Cumin, circa a.d. 1260. ;  -

:i o. Robert of Stockport, a. d. 1260. ■*

1 1 . Sir Roger.Bertram, circa, a. p. 1260. ‘ ' V

12 . Hugh of Eure, a.d. 1273- *

13 . Guy Darraynes, circa a.d. X295.

14. Waleran of Lumley, a.d. 1334. . *

15 . Seal of customs, Edward 111, c ir c a  a.d., 1340,

16. Robert Umfraville, a.d, 1368.

17 . John Conyers, a.d. 1378.
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I I I . — T h e  m iddle th irte e n th  ce ntu ry seals are o f m u ch the 
same size as the previous gro u p , the field is still free fro m  ornam ent 
b u t the shields become m ore tria n g u la r w ith  stra ig h t to p  and 
sides, the upper comers o n ly  being ro u n d e d 1 1 ; in  some exam ples 
the to p  is sligh tly concave 12 and  in  others th e y  are quite 
tria n g u la r.13 B y  the m iddle o f the c e n tu ry the com ers have 
become angular, the to p  straight w ith  the sides slig h tly co n ve x ; 
this shield is k n o w n  as heater-shaped.14 T h is  is the b e a utifu l 
fo rm  ty p ic a l of the late th irte e n th  and the whole o f the fo urte e n th  
and  fifteenth centuries ; it  is the prevalence o f this shape' w hich 
causes the charges o f our En g lis h  arm orials to be so often three 
in  n u m b e r arranged two above and one beneath. W h ils t this 
graceful shape predom inates, another fo rm , w ith  stra ig ht to p  and 
side and roun de d,15 or w ith  an ogee shaped curve in , base,16 is 
also used fro m  abo ut the m iddle of the fo urte e n th  c e n t u r y ; 
shields o f this form  are always placed u p rig h t on the seal. T h e y  
d id  n o t, I  th in k , represent the shield a ctu a lly used b u t were so 
draw n b y  the engraver in order to get more room  fo r his design 
and  so d isplay the armorials b e tte r. T h is  can be seen b y  com ­
paring the small heater-shaped shields borne b y  E d w a r d  B a lio l, 
and bishops H a tfie ld , F o rd h a m  and La n g le y , w ith  the broad 
based shields on the ir p r iv y  seals 17 (plate G , nos. 3 , 4 , 5 , 7- 13).

IV .— F r o m  about the last qu arte r of the thirte e nth  c e n tu ry 
the seals become smaller, fro m  20 to 30 m ill. T h e  gracefu lly

111003, obv. plate i i  1593. plate 13; 1848, plate 21 ; 2540* plate 29 * 2529, plate 
30 ; 929.

12 2552, 2085. 13 1186 plate 13 ; 2808, rev. plate 34.
14 226 and 674* plate 8 ; 750 ; 3028, rev, plate 47 is one of the most beautifully pro­

portioned shields of this type and of later date the seal of Ed. in for customs here repro­
duced

15 2271, plate 22 ; 2196 plate 23 ; 3084, plate 47 ; 1004, plate 14.
16 1963 plate 19 ; 1547* plate 30 , I351* plate 14 is a shield d  b o u c h e  that is with a 

notch cut in the dexter top side as a rest for the lance, the only example at Durham.
17 3139 an4 3143, plate 51 ; and 3150, plate 52.



moulded heater shape predominates but the taste for decoration 
becomes' apparent. The hitherto empty space between the 
shield and the bordering legend is filled with foliage,18 tracery 
or small lacertine beasts 19 the beginnings of the later heraldic 
supporters. Early in the fourteenth century the shield some­
times hangs from the branches of a tree 20 with tracery, foliage, 
or small creatures at each side. Other examples of similar date 
show the shield in a border of finê  tracery 21 more or less elaborate 
or placed within the spandrils or lobes of geometrical figures, 
trefoils, quatrefoils, sexfoils and the like, sometimes of singularly 
beautiful design.22 All these various forms of decoration run 
parallel with each other and last well into the fifteenth century. 
(Plate G, nos. 15-17 and plate. H, nos. 1-4 .)

V .— From the latter part of the twelfth century some helmets 
were surmounted by fan-shaped decorations of the nature of 
crests.23 There is also an example of a more developed type 
in the dragon on the cylindrical helm on the reverse of the seal 
of Roger de Quincy 24 circa A.d . 12 35 . The use of crests, however,

. did not become general until the introduction of the conical 
helm early in the fourteenth century. At first they were the 
-personal choice of the wearer and varied with his taste ; it was 
not until later that they became hereditary and of heraldic 
importance. The earliest I have noted on an armorial seal in 
this catalogue is that of Roger Mauduit 25 circa a.d. 1332 . This 
has the early fan-shaped crest with the mantling of'the helm 
floating and scarf shaped. The style developes rapidly and from

■;
18 77°» plate 8t 12 324, plate 8.
20 96 and 686 plate 7 ; 2251, plate 22; 2271, plate 22 ; 1120, plate 15 ; 1970, plate 19; 

2663 and 2388, plate 30 ; 3*39, plate 51
21 87, plate 7 ; 930, plate 10 ; 1836, 2224 and 2287, plate 23 ; 2508 and 2511, plate 30
22 1 and 520, plate 8 ; of mid. thirteenth-century date Italian earlier than English. 

1675, plate 10; 2084. plate 23.; 2814, rev. plate 35.
23 3022, note 6. 24 2045, rev. plate 21. 251729, plate 23.
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:i. /Henry Percy, circa A.b. 1330.

2. Philip pf Somerville, a .d . 1340.

3, Sir Thomas Wake, A.D. 1318 .

.4. John Willoughby of Eresby, a .d . 1350.

5. Sir John Lumley, a . d . 14.18;

6. Roger: Mauduit, A.D./1332.

-7. * Roger, tulthorpe, a .d .- 1333. :

.. 8. Robert Willoughby, of Eresby, a . d . 1382.

9/ THenry, duke of Lancaster, a . d . 1358.

:io. John, duke of Bedford, a.d. I413. .

1 1 . Henry, lord Percy, a . d . 1388. -

1 2 . Henry, lord Percy, a .d , 1 4 1 6 .

1 3 . Treasury seal, a.d. 1 5 6 9 . .
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this date onwards to the end of the fifteenth century there is a 
series of examples.26 The type is well defined, the shield, is 
placed couche, that is lying on its dexter side, the conical helm, 
with its mantling, becoming more ornate as the type developes 
and often embroidered with heraldic charges,27 rests on the 
upper corner of the shield. The crest surmounts the helm, 
rising from a coronet,28 a cap of maintenance 29* or a crest 
wreath.30 Sometimes, though rarely, the helm is omitted and 
the crest placed on a cap of estate or coronet on the top of the 
upright shield.31 The field is usually beautifully diapered with 
fine tracery or foliage or the whole design contained within 
elaborate geometrical panels. The type reached its perfection 
about the end of The fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries, 
after which the design becomes poor and the ornament overdone 
and meaningless.32 (Plate H, nos. 5- 10 .)

VI.— From the end of the thirteenth century, as we have seen, 
the shield was often shown hanging from a tree with lacertine 
creatures creeping round its sides,33 or small beasts,34 or even 
angels,35 in the spaces of the surrounding tracery, evidently so 
placed to fill a void. When the type of seal with shield couche 
and with the crested helm resting upon its upper corner came 
into favour the space left on each side was larger and so the 
supporters,' as they came to be called, increased in size and 
importance. The design of the seal required that they should 
hold up the helm rather than the shield and this the earliest 
supporters always do.36 It is from about the beginning of the

26 1113, 1659, *662 1667 on plate 13 ; 1917, 1918, 2334 on plate 22.
27 1163, inset ; 1918, plate 22. 28 1366, plate 14 ; 2199, plate 23.
29 1662, plate 13 ; 3038 and 3066 plate, 45. 30 627, plate 7.
31 3071, plate 45. 32 1785, plate 22 ; 2419s, plate 30.

33 2251, plate 22 , 1351, plate'14. 34 1970, plate 19. ' 35 3143, plate 51. ’
36 2664, plate 30. The two savage men supporting the Douglas shield (2796, plate 36)

arc an exception, the shield stands upright without helm or crest. -3139, plate 51, is a
like exception. In later post mecUaevai times the supporters usually uphold the shield,
a good example is 3056, rev. on plate 45.



fifteenth century, and lasting until the end of the mediaeval 
period, that the final and most elaborate type of armorial seal 
appears. Upon it is shown the owner's full armorial achievement 
of shield, mantled helm, crest and supporters.37 Beginning 
much earlier 38 than this final type, and running parallel with it, 
is a form of seal on which the upright shield is held by a single 
supporter placed behind it', ' These are of many and diverse 
varieties, angels,39 birds,40 animals,41, savage men 42 and armed 
knights,43 but neither these nor the double supporters, at first, 
had any heraldic significance (plate H , nos. i i ,  12). They seem 
to have, been chosen arbitrarily or it was left to the fancy of the. 
engraver to ornament the seal as he thought best. It was not 
till well into the sixteenth century that supporters became 
hereditary and therefore of armorial importance. This type is 
rare on seals and there is only one 44 in the treasury showing 
such true heraldic supporters ; a seal noteworthy for the fanciful 
cartouche shaped shield upon which the royal arms are displayed 
(plate H , no. 13). Of the later type of armorial seals there is 
only one 45 illustrated at Durham showing the quartered shield 
surrounded by the Garter, it is of unusually large size and is I 
think an exception, for by the end of the fifteenth century the 
civil wars had made an end of the old feudal nobility and so of 

vthe heraldic pohip of their seals. They gave place to small 
signets (of which later), usually deeply impressed on roughly 
shaped lumps of red w a x / of little interest either to the artist 
or herald.

37 1964, plate 19 ; 2664, plate 30 ; 2733, plate 36 ; 2846, plate 36 ; 2853, plate 37-
38 Early fourteenth century. 39 315°, plate 52 ; 3399, plate 63.
40 1806, 1807, plate 22. 411489, plate 13; 1965, plate 19.
42 2797.. plate 36. 43 1963̂  plate 19, most probably the earl himself.
44 3056, rev. piate 45, it is interesting to compare these supporters with 3°5*' rev.

plate 44. ^
45 I 4 2 I ,  A .D . 1 5 7 7 .



5 . Counter-Seals.
The use of pendent seals early suggested the idea of an im­

pression upon the back of the wax.' This acted as a guard to the  
seal (as some of the legends state), preventing its removal by  
slicing away the wax from behind ; it also made forgery more 
difficult. These seals were not used by the commonalty but 
only by the higher ranks both lay and clerical and even they do 
not use them regularly, there are many examples of the same- 
person sealing with or without a counterseal, or even using it as 
a seal proper.1 I have not been able to trace any method in 
this irregularity. Besides this use for security counter-seals 
brought in the element of personal authentication, the seal 
proper of the persons using them having passed into the keeping 
of a clerk or chancellor, in other words the idea of a private seal 
is present in their use. They also provided a place where their 
owner could represent himself under another aspect. This was 
the purpose to which, as we have seen, the Conqueror put the 
reverse of his seal. The greater nobles followed the royal style. 
There is an interesting, example in the catalogue on which Conan, 
duke of Brittany and earl of Richmond, represents himself on 
the seal as duke and on the counter-seal as earl.2 The great 
seals of the bishops of Durham also illustrate this use, their 
counter-seals representing the temporal lords palatine. These 
royal and quasi-royal counter-seals are the same size as the 
seal itself and it is usual to describe such seals as having an obverse 
and a reverse rather than as a seal arid counterseal. Counter-seals, 
properly so called, are smaller than the seal and came into use 
early in the twelfth century. They are called seer eta in the 
catalogue, but it would have been better to have used the more

1 1 5 5 1*
2 398, plate 1, Another example is that of Gilbert, earl of Hertford and Gloucester 

{a.d. 1262), (Sandford, p. 139).



general term to prevent confusion with ‘ the true secretum or 
privy seal. There is, however, much confusion between the use 
of the two and in any case, as said above, the idea of the secret seal 
is present in the counter-seal.3 Engraved gems were their first form 
and continued to be used for the purpose all through the period 
by both clergy and.l'aity.4 From about the end of the twelfth 
century episcopal counter-seals 5 take the shape, in miniature; 
of the seal, their motive being nearly always the patron saints 
of bishop or church with, the owner or his shield beneath. The 
motive of others than the episcopal is often armorial,, representing . 
a plain shield of their owners' arms usually smaller than the’ seal 
itself.6 Their use dies out about the end .of the fifteenth century 
though occasionally small signets are used for the purpose after 
that date.7 . It should also be noted that many seals have the 
marks of finger prints impressed on the back, sometimes one 
only- placed at the centre 8 or on the upper part, sometimes 
three imprinted with care down the centre. These marks are 
so evidently intentional that we must conclude that they were 
placed there as a guard to the seal, in other words as counter-seals.

6. Secret or Privy Seals. -
These, like counterseals, were never in common use but were 

'confined to those whose seals had come, more or less, under the 
control of ah administrative office and were therefore not available" 
for the private use of^their ow ner; as their name denotes they 
are secret, the opposite to public seals. As I have said above, 
it is difficult to separate this type from the counterseal. The 
earlier seer eta of which examples have come down to us are used

3 See counterseat of John (3023) and legend.
4 3219, 3220, 3615, 3616 and 1003, 1248, 2265, 2803.
6 3118, 3122, 3124, &c; The beautiful counterseal of Bek is an exception (3125),
6 443, 1004/2808, 2814. 7 1877, 1968* 8 3499-



as c o u n te rs e a ls 1 ; b u t  th e re  ca n  be l i t t le ,  d o u b t  t h a t  th e y  
w o u ld  be in  re g u la r  use b y  t h e ir  ow ne rs  f o r  c lo s in g  m is s iv e  le t te r s  
a n d  p r iv a te  co rre sp on den ce  ; th e  fa c t  t h a t  th e y : h a d  to  be b ro k e n  . 
in  o rd e r  to  o p e n  th e  d o c u m e n t w o u ld  a c c o u n t f o r  t h e i r  n o n -s u r ­
v iv a l  in  t h a t  fo rm .  B y  th e  e a r ly  t h i r t e e n th  c e n tu r y  th e  r o y a l  
c h a m b e r2 h a d  e v o lv e d  a  secretu m  w i t h |  a n -• a rm o r ia l m o t iv e  
used  as a sea l a n d  n e v e r  as a c o u n te rs e a l a n d - i t  is  t h is  ty p e  
w h ic h  one  u s u a lly  re fe rs  to* as p r i v y  sea ls . T he . r o y a l e x a m p le  
Was fo llo w e d  b y  o th e r  g re a t d ig n ita r ie s  a n d  in  th is  c a ta lo g u e  
th e re  is  a v e r y  in te re s t in g  se ries o f th e  t y p e  used  b y  th e  b is h o p s  
o f 'D u r h a m  3 f r o m  H a t f ie ld  (a .d . 1345) to  D u d le y  (a .d . 1476). 
T h e re  a re  a lso  e xam p le s  o f  th e  r o y a l S c o t t is h  p r i v y  sea ls u sed  b y  
D a v id  11 a n d  E d w a rd  B a l io l.4 •

7 . S ign ets.
T h is  is  th e  n am e  b y  w h ic h  s m a ll p e rs o n a l sea ls , m ad e  to  f i t  . 

a f in g e r  r in g  o r  to  be o th e rw is e  c a r r ie d  o n  th e  p e rso n , a re  k n o w n .  
T h e y  cam e in t o  use a b o u t th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  f i f t e e n th  c e n tu r y  
a n d  w e re  g e n e ra l ly  u sed  f o r  c lo s in g  m is s iv e  le t te rs ,  th e  in t r o d u c ­
t io n  o f th e  m o re  f ra g ile  m a te r ia l o f  p a p e r  in  p la ce  o f p a rc h m e n t ' 
no  d o u b t a ls o .c o n t r ib u te d  to  t h e ir  use. W h e n  u sed  f o r  c lo s in g ,  
th e  d o c u m e n t w as fo ld e d , a s t r ip  o f p a p e r  w as th e n  passed  
t h r o u g h  tw o  in c is io n s  c u t  th ro u g h  th e  d o c u m e n t a n d  th e  loose  
ends se cu red  in t o  th e  w a x  o f th e  s ig n e t, w h ic h  w as u s u a lly  p la c e d  _ 
in  th e  c e n tre  o f a ‘ cross o f w a x . T h e  le t t e r  w a s  th e n  fo ld e d  a g a in ,  
so as t o  c o v e r  a n d  p ro te c t  th e  d e v ic e , th e  add re ss  p la c e d  o n  th e  
o u ts id e  a n d  i t  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  a g a in  be se cu red  b y  a  s t r ip  o f  s i lk  
t ie d  ro u n d  i t  (p la te  F , nos. 3, 4, 5 a n d  8). T hese  s ig n e ts  a re  o f te n  
p ro te c te d  b y  a  fo ld e d  s t r a w  o r  p ie ce  o f s i lk  la id  ro u n d  th e m  so

1 3023*. 3224, 2805, 2807; % See ante p. 265.
3 3139. 3143, 3150, 3161* piates 51-52. See also Proc. Soc. AntVLond.y 2nd ser.' xi, 296.
*3083, 3084.



t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  n o t  be  d e s tro y e d  b y  th e  p a p e r , w h e n  fo ld e d ,  
r u b b in g  o f f  th e  w a x . T h e y  a re  a lso  used  fo r  a u th e n t ic a t io n  
in s te a d  o f th e  sea l p ro p e r  a n d  s om e tim e s  as a c o u n te r -s e a l.1 
W h e n  used  as sea ls p e n d e n t w e  f in d  th e m  im p re s s e d  on  u n sh a p en  
l u m p s  o f  re d  w a x  as th o u g h  th e y  were ' a  m e re  s u r v iv a l o f  a n  
a n c ie n t c u s tom ' as in d e e d  t h e y  w e re , fo r ,  b y  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  
s ig n a tu re  o f  d o c u m e n ts  w i t h  a  s ig n e t a d d e d  w as r a p id ly  re p la c in g  
th e ' o ld  m e th o d  o f  s e a lin g  in  th e  p resence  o f w itnesses .

T h e y  a re  o f  s m a ll s ize  f r o m  13 to  20 m i l l ,  in  d ia m e te r  and . o f  
m a n y  shapes, ro u n d , o v a l,  h e x a g o n a l, p e n ta g o n a l, sq u a re  a n d  
q u a tr e fo i le d ,  a m o n g s t o th e rs  e ven  m o re  fa n c ifu l .  T h e  d e v ic e  
u p o n  th e m ' is  o f te n  a p a r t  o f  th e  a rm o r ia ls  o f t h e i r  o w n e r ,2 h is  
c re s t,3 h is  i n i t i a l s 4 o r  m e re ly  a- f a n c i fu l o r  p r e t t y  d e v ic e  
chosen  a r b i t r a r i ly .  S p e a k in g  g e n e ra lly , t h e y  a re  n o t  o f m u c h  
in te r e s t .5

8. E n g ra ved  G em s.
T h e  use o f gem s e n g ra v e d  in  in ta g l io  f o r  sea ls goes b a c k , as 

w e h a v e  seen ,1 t o  th e  e a r ly  age o f G re e k  c iv i l iz a t io n ,  th e y  w e re  
th e  fo re ru n n e rs  o f  th e  m e d ia e v a l sea l. I t  is  th e re fo re  n o t  s u r ­
p r is in g  t h a t  w e  o f te n  m e e t w i t h . im p re s s io n s  e v id e n t ly  m ad e  b y  
su ch  gem s a m id s t  th e  r ic h  d is p la y  o f  c h iv a lr y , ,  a rm o u ry , a rc h ­
i t e c tu r a l  t r a c e r y ,  a n d  e c c le s ia s t ic a l a r t  o f  th e  m e d ia e v a l sea ls . 
T h e y  re p re s e n t s u b je c ts  o f  G re e k  a n d  L a t in  m y th o lo g y  o r  p o r t r a i t  
b u s ts  o f  R o m a n  e m p e ro rs , la d ie s  a n d  se n a to rs . T h e ir  use w as  
g e n e ra l a n d , th o u g h  p e rh a p s  m o re  fa v o u re d  b y  ecc le s ia s tic s  th a n  
b y  a n y  o th e r  c lass o f th e  c o m m u n ity ,  a  g la n ce  th r o u g h  th e  g re a t  
n u m b e rs  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  c a ta lo g u e  w i l l  s h o w  h o w  w id e  sp re a d  
w as t h e i r  use , e s p e c ia lly  f o r  p r i v y  sea ls 2 {seereta) a n d  as c o u n te r -

1 1968“. *2349, 1959, 1966, 1969. 8 I349< I35°- *286, 2351.
5 Good examples of the type are nos. 613-628 and 1652-1677. Also those of the 

bishops of Durham, nos. 3151, 3*54-56.
1 Ante page. 246. 2 817, 1788, 3023.



sea ls .3 T h e re  a re , h o w e v e r , n u m e ro u s  e xa m p le s  o f  t h e i r  use  
as sea ls .4 N o t  o n ly  w e re  th e y  used  in  th is  w a y  as th e  so le  
m o t iv e  o f th e  d e s ign  b u t  th e y  a re  so m e tim e s  to  be  m e t  w i t h  
o rn a m e n t in g  th e  f ie ld  o f  th e  sea l, th e  c h ie f d e s ig n  o f  w h ic h  is  
m e d ia e v a l.5 T h e ir  so g e n e ra l use a n d  th e  fa c t  t h a t  th e  m o s t  
e d u c a te d  class o f th e  c o m m u n ity  used  th e m  m o s t ,  le a d s  one  to  
b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f th e  gem s a n d  o f th e  w o r k  u p o n  th e m ,  
as w e ll as th e  c la s s ic a l b e a u ty  o f th e  de v ice s , m u s t  h a v e  a p p e a le d  
t o  t h e i r  o w ne rs . T h e y  w e re  a lso  v a lu e d  f o r  th e  c u ra t iv e  o r  
m a g ic a l v ir tu e s ,  t o  p re v e n t  il ln e s s  o r  p ro te c t  f r o m  e v i l  in f lu e n c e s ,  
th e n  c o m m o n ly  a s c r ib e d  to  them .®  Im p re s s io n s  m ad e  f r o m  
th e se  gem s ca n  e a s ily  be k n o w n  n o t  o n ly  f r o m  th e i r  c la s s ic a l 
de s ig n  a n d  m o t iv e  b u t  f r o m  t h e i r  f in e  f in is h  a n d  th e  c le an  h a rd  
im p re s s io n  th e y  le a ve  o n  th e  w a x , s h o w in g  t h a t  th e  d e v ic e  has  
been  c u t  in  a m a te r ia l h a rd e r  th a n  m e ta l.  I t  w as c u s to m a ry  to  
p la ce  th e  gem  in  a  m e d ia e v a l s e t t in g  o f  m e ta l u p o n  w h ic h  th e  
s u r r o u n d in g  le g e n d  w as e n g ra ve d , th e  m a r k  o f t h is  jo in tu r e  can  
be  seen u p o n  th e  w a x .7 T h e  m en  o f th e  m id d le  ages h a d  s m a ll  
o r  n o  k n o w le d g e  o f c la s s ic a l h is to r y  so, w i t h  a  n a iv e te  p e c u l ia r ly  
m e d ia e v a l,  m a n y  o f th e  m y th o lo g ic a l s u b je c ts  e n g ra v e d  o n  th e se  
in ta g l io s  o r  th e  p o r t r a i t  b u s ts  th e y  p o r t r a y  a re  ta k e n  f o r  th e  
g re a t f ig u re s  o r  e ve n ts  o f th e  C h r is t ia n  f a i t h .  T h u s  F a lla s  A th e n e  
w ith  N ik 6 in  h e r  r ig h t  h a n d 8 is  in v o k e d  f o r  O u r  L a d y  (a v e  
m a r ia  g r a c ia  p le n a ) .  T h a lia ,  th e  c o m ic  m use , com es u n d e r  
th e  sam e in v o c a t io n  (1175). N ik e  h e rs e lf, th e  w in g e d  f ig u re  o f

3 2803, piate 35 ; 2805, plate 34; 3570, plate 62 : 3563, plate 62 ; 3616, p:ate 66
4 283, plate 3 ; 481, plate 5; 821; 847, 481; 1977 and 2063, plate 28; 2402, 

plate 31 ; 2557, plate 31 ; 2657, p ate 31.
5 Vesci, Sea's, plate n, 10 (B.M 17091) ; Boniface, archbishop of Cant. Seals, plate in, 

15 ; Peter Brus (B.M. 15643). There are no examples at Durham of this custom.
6 One direct evidence of this magical virtue-is in this catalogue, 3631.
7 2339, plate 28 : 1410, plate 18 ; 3563, plate 62 and 3224, no. 2, plate 37, three of 

the most beautiful of the gems in the catalogue.
8 3610, plate 66.



V ic to r y ,  is  a n  a n g e l m essenge r (sum  . n u n c iu s  x t i ).9 • T h e  
b e a u t i f u l  h e a d  o f J u p i t e r  S e ra p is ,10 w hose  face  has so g ra c io u s  
a n d  b e n ig n  a n  e xp re s s io n  t h a t  i t  has been co n s id e re d  to  be th e  
o r ig in a l ' f r o m  w h ic h  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  h e a d  o f  O u r  L o r d  .was d e r iv e d ,  
io r m e d  th e  ju d ic ia l  sea l o f  C h a r le m a g n e  ; th o u g h  w i t h o u t  le g e n d  
he  d o u b t le s s ,u s e d  i t  f o r  t h a t  o f C h r i s t ; ju s t  as h is  f i r s t  sea l o f  
th e  h e a d  o f M a rc u s  A u re l iu s  a lso  re p re se n te d  o u r  L o r d .11 So a 
p r io r  o f T y n e m o u th  uses th e  b u s t o f a R o m a n  e m p e ro r f o r  th e  
sam e . D iv in e  P e rso n  (no . 3552). T h e  ‘ fa th e r , o f  gods a n d  m e n . ’ 
u n d e r  h is  a spe c t o f th e  T h u n d e r e r 12 w as chosen  b y  th e  m o n k s  
o f  D u rh a m  f o r  th e  h e a d  o f 'S t .  O sw a ld  th e  k in g  ( c a p u t  s a n c t i  
o s w a L d i r e g is ) .  M o re  s t ra n g e ly  a rc h b is h o p  R o g e r o f P o n t -  
1’ E v ^ q u e  ty p i f ie s  th e  H o ly  . T r in i t y ,  o n  h is  c o u n te r-s e a l, b y  th e  
t r ip le - fa c e d  B a c c h ic  m a s k  o f  G re e k  c o m e d y ,18 one o f h is  successors , 
a rc h b is h o p  W a l te r  G i f fa r d ,14 uses an  in ta g l io  o f th e  heads Of M a rcu s  
A u re l iu s  a n d  P la to  to  re p re s e n t th e  a pos tle s  S t. P e te r  a n d  S t. P a u l,  
w h o  a re  a lso in v o k e d  in  th e  le g e n d  s u r r o u n d in g  a gem  o f a Ja n u s -  
l i k e  h e a d  o f  a  b e a rd e d  a n d  sh a ve n  fa ce  jo in e d  a t th e  b a c k  a n d  
fa c in g  d if fe re n t  w a y s  15 ( p e t e r  &  p a w i l  p r a i  f o r  m i s a w l)  . 
B u t  w h i ls t  th e re  a re  m a n y  o f  th e se  a t t r ib u t io n s  th e  g re a te r  
n u m b e r  o f  gem s a re  s im p ly  used  as seals o r  c o u n te rse a ls  a n d  
c a lle d  s e c r e tu m 18 ov  s i g i l l u m T h e re , a re  a t  D u rh a m  a fe w  
gem s o f m e d ia e v a l e n g ra v in g  re p re s e n t in g  C h r is t ia n  m o t iv e s  
w h ic h  dese rve  n o t ic e . T y p ic a l o f  th e se  a re  t h e ’. H o ly  .L a m b  
e n g ra v e d  o n  ja s p e r  u sed  b y  a  b is h o p  o f W h i th o r n  18 a n d  th e  
f l i g h t  in t o  E g y p t  u sed  as a c o u n te r -s e a l b y  R o b e r t  f i t z  R o g e r.19

9 590’. 10 481, plate 5 ; 2402, plate 31.' 1 Douet D’Arcq, vol. f, nos. 15 and 16.
12 3427, plate 64. In the catalogue I have called him Jupiter Serapis, but I think 

this is an error, on closer examination, there can be no doubt that the head is surrounded 
by thunderbolts and I have mistaken those on the top for the modius which is not there* 
The gem, I feel sure, represents Jupiter Fulgerator.
1 13 3220, plate 58. 14 3224, plate 57- ' 15 2718, plate 31.

13 1003, plate 11. 17 2499, plate 31. 18 3631, plate 67
391003, plate 11



A n  e x a m p le  o f a p o r t r a i t  b u s t is  u sed  b y  T h o m a s  o f  S o u th w a rk .20

9. S e a ls  o f L a d ies .
T h e  use o f sea ls b y  la d ie s  o f th e  h ig h e r  ra n k s ’ d a te s  f r o m  th e  

b e g in n in g  o f th e  tw e l f t h  c e n tu ry .  T h e  ty p e  is  p o in te d  o v a l in  
shape  a n d  re p re sen ts  th e  o w n e r , in  h e r  robes o f c e re m o n y  s ta n d in g  
e ith e r  f u l l  o r  th re e -q u a r te r  face , h o ld in g  in  h e r ' h a n d  a f lo w e r ,  
a f le u r  de ly s ,1 o r , la te r ,  a b i r d ,2 th e  f ie ld  o f  th e  sea l b e in g  a t  
f i r s t  q u ite  p la in .  • T h e  ty p e  is  n o t  w e ll re p re s e n te d  in  th e  c a ta lo g u e  
b u t  th e re  is  one w h ic h  I  t h in k  is  th e  e a r lie s t k n o w n  la d y ’s sea l, 
n a m e ly  t h a t  o f M a u d ,3 queen  o f k in g  H e n r y  I ,  w h o  d ie d  in  
a .d . 1118. I t s  e v o lu t io n  is  on  th e  sam e lin e s  as th e  like -sh .a ped  
e p is c o p a l sea ls o f d ig n it y ,  d e c o ra t io n  a ppea rs  o n  each  s ide , o f  th e  
f ig u re , canop ie s  w i t h  t h e ir  s ide  s h a fts  a re  a d d e d  u n t i l ,  b y  a  g ra d u a l  
process , th e  f i f te e n th - c e n tu r y  seals p re se n t th e  la d y  s ta n d in g  in  
an  e la b o ra te  a r c h i te c tu r a l n ic h e  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  f in e  ta b e rn a c le  
w o rk  u p o n  w h ic h  a re  a rm o r ia l s h ie ld s . S h ie ld s  o f  a rm s  a re  
f i r s t  used  u p o n  th e se  seals a b o u t th e  m id d le  o f  th e  t h i r t e e n th  
c e n tu r y  w h e n  th e  o w n e r  is  u s u a lly  re p re s e n te d  h o ld in g  a  s h ie ld  
i n  each  h a n d , one t h a t  o f h e r  h u s b a n d , th e  o th e r  t h a t  o f h e r  fa th e r ,  
a n d  o f te n  in  ro bes  a lso  e m b ro id e re d  w i t h  a rm o r ia ls .4 T h e  seals  
o f th is  d a te  a re  a m o n g s t th e  m o s t g ra c e fu l a n d  b e a u t i f u l  o f  a ll .  
P a ra lle l w i t h  th e se  p o in te d  o v a l sea ls th e re  ru n s  a  c i r c u la r  
e q u e s tr ia n  ty p e  w h ic h  d e p ic ts  th e  o w n e r in  h u n t in g  co s tu m e ,  
sea te d  s id e -sa d d le , w i t h  a  h a w k  on  h e r  w r is t ,  a n d  o f te n  a ccom ­
p a n ie d  b y  a h o u n d . T h is  s ty le  is . ra re  a n d  is  n o t  fo u n d  a f te r  
th e  t h i r t e e n th  c e n tu ry ,  n o r  is th e re  a n  e x a m p le  o f- i t  in  th e  c a ta ­
lo g u e . A n o th e r  ty p e  o f sea l w i t h  an  a rm o r ia l m o t iv e  comes, in t o  
use a b o u t m id - fo u r te e n th  c e n tu ry .  L e a v ir ig  th e  p o in te d  'o v a l

. 29 2355. plate 28. 1 200, plate 5. ' 2 772. 8 3018, plate 45 ;
4 2537, plate 29 ; 1536, plate 131 2741, plate 36 an exceptional circularone of this . 

type.



. f o r m  - w i t h  i t s  '  c o u n t e r f e i t  p r e s e n t m e n t  * o f  t h e i r  g r a c e f u l l y  r o b e d  

f i g u r e s  s o m e  l a d i e s  a d o p t e d  a  s m a l l  c i r c u l a r  a r m o r i a l  s e a l :  T h e y  

h a d  n o  s h i e l d s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  t o  d i s p l a y  s o  t h e y  g r o u p e d  i n  o n e  

c o m p o s i t i o n  t w o  o r  m o r e  s h i e l d s  o f  a r m s  5  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e i r  

o w n  a n d  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s '  f a m i l i e s .  I t  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t y p e  

u s e f u l  t o  t h e  h e r a l d  o r  t h e  g e n e a l o g i s t  t r a c i n g  f a m i l y  h i s t o r i e s .  

B y  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  s m a l l  s i g n e t s  t h e n  

c o m i n g  i n t o  f a s h i o n  b e g a n  a l s o  t o  b e  u s e d  b y  w o m e n  ;• t h e y  a r e  o f  

t h e  s a m e  t y p e  a s  t h o s e  u s e d  b y  m e n . 6  S u c h  w e r e  t h e  s e a l s  

k n o w n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  l a d i e s '  ;  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w h i c h ,  e x c e p t  

f o r  t h e  l e g e n d ,  a r e  n o t  t o  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  t h o s e  u s e d  b y  

m e n .  T h u s  M a b e J  G r e n v i l l e  u s e s  a  n o b l e  s e a l  o f  t h e  H o l y  L a m b , 7  

M a u d  d ’ A u d r e  a  d i s t a f f  a n d  s p i n d l e , 8  C e c i l y  H e w o r t h  a  c r o s s  

i o r m e d  o f  l i o n s , 9  W i m a r c  P a p e d i e  t h e  c a n t i n g  d e v i c e  o f  a  

p o p i n j a y . 1 0  T h e s e  d e v i c e s  a r e  p l a c e d  e i t h e r  o n  a n  o v a l  o r  

r o u n d  s e a l ,  w h i c h  e v e r  b e s t  s u i t s  t h e  d e s i g n .  W h i l s t  w o m e n  

o f  h i g h  d e g r e e  t h u s  u s e d  m o t i v e s  s o  v a r i o u s ,  t h o s e  o f  t h e  

l o w e r  r a n k s  u s e d  s e a l s  e i t h e r  r o u n d  o r  o v a l  b e a r i n g  c r e s c e n t s ,  

b i r d s ,  s t a r s ,  f l o w e r s ,  c r o s s e s ,  h e a r t s ,  c l a s p e d  h a n d s  o r  o t h e r  

f a n c i f u l  d e s i g n s  c h o s e n  a s  t h e i r  f a n c y  o r  c a p r i c e  d i r e c t e d .

10. Miscellaneous Devices.
T h e  t y p e ,  o f  s e a l s  w e  h a v e  s o  f a r  b e e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  f a l l ,  i n  t h e  

. m a i n ,  i n t o  t w o  d i v i s i o n s  ;  t h e y  e i t h e r  b e a r  a  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o w n e r ,  o r  e l s e  t h e y  s y m b o l i z e  h i m  b y  m e a n s  o f  h i s  

s h i e l d  o f  a r m s .  T h e r e  a r e  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  s e a l s  w h i c h  c o m e  

u n d e r  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  h e a d s ,  t h e  d e v i c e s  h a v i n g  n o  r e l a t i o n  t o  

h i m  w h o  u s e s  t h e m  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  h i s  c h o i c e .  T h e s e  

v a r i o u s  d e v i c e s  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  e a r l i e s t  s e a l s  a n d  r u n  p a r a l l e l  w i t h

6  1 7 2 6 , plate 2 3  ; 2 8 8 6 , plate 3 6 . See also Proc. Soc. Antiq. Newc.j 3 rd ser. iv, p. 8 9 .
# 3035* 3° 39j plate 45- 7 1 0 9 9 , plate 12. 8 102, plate 4.
9 1326, plate 16. 10 1935.



• t h e  o t h e r  t y p e s  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d .  T h e i r  - u § e  i s  b y  n o  

m e a n s  c o n f i n e d  t o  p e o p l e  o f  l i t t l e  i m p o r t a n c e .  A  B r u s  1  u s e s  

a  n o b l y  d e s i g n e d  f l e u r  d e  l y s ,  a n  E s c o l l a n d  2  a  s p r e a d  e a g l e ,  a  

C r e v e c o e u r 3  a  s o l i t a r y  l i o n ,  i n  e a c h  c a s e  i t  i s  t h e  l e g e n d  b y .  

w h i c h  a l o n e  w e  c a n  t e l l  w h o s e  s e a l  i t  i s .  D r a g o n s  o f  t h e  p r i m e ,  

s t r a n g e  l e g e n d a r y  b e a s t s , 4  w e r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  e a r l y  s e a l s ,  m u c h  

u s e d .  T h e y  a r e  o f t e n  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  s u c h  i n t e n s e  i m a g i n a t i v e  

p o w e r  t h a t  o n e  i s  t e m p t e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s u c h  p r i m e v a l  

m o n s t e r s  a c t u a l l y  r o a m e d  t h e  f o r e s t s  o f  m e d i a e v a l  E n g l a n d  

i n  a l l  t h e i r  f e a r f u l  s y m m e t r y .  B e a s t s  o f  m o r e  c e r t a i n  o r i g i n  

a r e  c o m m o n  ;  l i o n s ,  b e a r s ,  b o a r s ,  w o l v e s ,  d e e r ,  s q u i r r e l s ,  

h a r e s ,  r a b b i t s ,  d o g s ,  m o n k e y s ,  a p e s ,  i n  s h o r t ,  a l m o s t  e v e r y  

a n i m a l  k n o w n  t o  m e n ,  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  t h e  f i e r c e r  

o f  t h e m  s t a n d i n g  s o l i t a r y  i n  s a v a g e  s t r e n g t h , 5  o r  l i k e  t h e  l i o n ,  

w h o  w a s  f a b l e d  t o  s l e e p  w i t h  h i s  e y e s  o p e n ,  a s l e e p  i n  d e c e p t i v e  

q u i e t n e s s .  T h e  m o r e  f a m i l a r  a r e  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  o r  

e n g a g e d  i n  s o m e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a c t i o n ,  t h u s  t h e  s t a g  r a n g e s  t h e  

f o r e s t  6  a t  s p e e d ,  t h e  s q u i r r e l 7  c r a c k s  a  n u t  o r  s i t s  i n  a  t r e e ' s  

b r a n c h e s ,  t h e  m o n k e y 8  s c r a t c h e s  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  d o g , 9  i s  g e n e r a l l y  

c u r l e d  u p  a s l e e p  r e s t i n g  f r o m  t h e  c h a s e .  D o m e s t i c  a n i m a l s  s u c h  

a s  t h e *  o x ,  s h e e p  a n d  l a m b  a r e  c o m m o n l y  u s e d .  B i r d s  a r e  e v e n  

m o r e  g e n e r a l  ;  l e g e n d  s u p p l i e s  t h e  h a r p y  1 0  a n d  t h e  p e l i c a n  1 1  

a l w a y s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t e a r i n g  i t s  b r e a s t  a n d  f e e d i n g  i t s  y o u n g  w i t h  

i t s  o w n  b l o o d — t h e  g r e a t  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  A t o n e m e n t .  B i r d s  o f  

p r e y ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  e a g l e , 1 2  f a l c o n  a n d  h a w k ,  t h e  l a s t  o f t e n  s h o w n  

u p o n  h i s  q u a r r y 1 3  t e a r i n g  i t ,  a r e  d e p i c t e d  ;  a s  w e l l  a s  r a v e n s ,  

h e r o n s ,  o w l s ,  d o v e s  a n d  e v e n  t h e  h o m e l y  g o o s e  1 4  a n d  b a r n  

d o o r  c o c k  1 5  a r e  n o t  f o r g o t t e n .  F i s h e s  a l s o  a r e  n o t  u n c o m m o n ,

1  445* 2  913. ' 3  739-
4  1 8 0 9 ,- 2 0 4 8 , 2 1 8 5 , plate 2 4 ; 2 5 3 3 , 2 6 0 3 , plate 3 2  ; 2 8 1 3 , 2 8 1 6 , 2 8 1 7 , plate 3 8
5  739> I 592> 2 6 0 7  6  2 0 5 5  , 7  2 0 3 , 1 6 4 0 , 2 6 3 6  8  9 9 4 , 1 3 8 8 . 9  2 2 4 1 , 2 1 5 6 .
1 0  1 3 1 9- 1 1 1 5 9 0 , 2 4 6 2 . . 1 2  2 8 0 1 . 1 3  9 9 9 , 1 2 9 7  and 1 3 4 3 . 1 4  $ 8 2 .
1 5  3 7 4 2  with the delightful motto, gallas tania i,



th e  s a lm o n  16 o f te n  a p p ea rs , a  h e r r i n g 17 is u sed  b y  one  o f t h a t  
n a m e , w h i ls t  S im o n  F is h b u r n  18 p re sen ts  a  n u m b e r  o f  f is h  in  'a 
b u m .  0 T h e  p la y f u l  i r o n y  o f  th e  m e d ia e v a l s p i r i t  is  w e ll i l lu s t r a te d  
on  som e o f  th e se  sea ls . T h e  h u n te d  becom es th e  h u n te r .  A  h a re  
o r  r a b b i t 19 m o u n te d  o n  a  h o u n d  a n d  b lo w in g  a h o rn  chee rs h is  
fe llo w s  o n  to  th e  chase— So H o u , So H o u  ! H a w k in g  is  c a r i­
c a tu re d  b y  s h o w in g  a n  ape 20 r id in g  o n  a n  ass, w i t h  an  o w l 
p e rc h e d  o n  h is  p a w . T h e ir  lo v e  o f th e  u n u s u a l o r  g ro te sq u e  is  
a lso  s h o w n  in  m a n y  e xa m p le s  o f s tra n g e  m issh ap en  m o n s te rs .21 
W h i ls t  th e  w o r ld  o f l i v in g  n a tu re  c o n t r ib u te s  to  th e se  dev ices , 
.o th e r n a tu r a l o b je c ts  a re  n o t  less la r g e ly  used . T h e re  is  th e  su n  22 
' in  h is  s p le n d o u r , ’ th e  c r e s c e n t23 m o o n  a n d  th e  s ta rs  e ith e r  
s in g ly  o r  in  c lu s te rs .24 T re e s  a n d  f lo w e rs  o f m a n y  v a r ie t ie s  a re  
co m m o n , o f te n  u sed  in  p la y f u l  a llu s io n  to  th e  n am e  o f th e  o w n e r  
as th e  tre e s  o f O rc h a rd ,25 th e  p e a r tre e  o f P ir ie ,26 th e  h a w th o rn  
b u s h  o f  H a w th o r n ,27 th e  q u ic k s e t s h ru b  o f Q u ix w o d e  28 o r  o f te n ,  
as in  th e  m a n y  b e a u t i f u l  fo rm s  o f th e  f le u r  de ly s ,29 t e l l in g  o n ly  
o f th e  a r t i s t ’s d e s ire  f o r  b e a u ty .  M en  t y p i f y  t h e i r . o f f ic e  o r  
t h e i r  w o r k  b y  t h e i r  d e v ice s . So th e  s h e r i f f80 m a rk s  h is  
d ig n if ie d  o ffice  b y  a ca s tle , u p o n  w h ic h  is  h is  p e rs o n a l s h ie ld  o r  
badge  ; i f  h e  h o ld s  th e  sam e  o ffice  in  D u rh a m ,81 b e in g  a h  o ff ic e r  
o f  th e  b is h o p , he uses a m it r e .  T h e  im p o r ta n t  p o s t o f  f o r e s te r 32 
is  s y m b o liz e d  b y  a h u n te r  w i t h  h is  h o rn  a n d  d o g  o r  else b y  a s in g le  
h o r n .83 T h e  b r e w e r 34 b rew s  a t th e  v a t ,  th e  b u t l e r 35 ru n s  
w it h  h is  c u p , th e  le e ch  36 m ix e s  h is  d ru g s , th e  a r c h e r 37 -bea rs  
■his lo n g  b o w . T h e  'c ra f ts m a n  show s h is  to o ls , as th e  h a m m e r  
a n d  p in c e rs  o r  h o rse  shoe o f  th e  m a rs h a l,38 th e  m i l le r ’s p ic k ,  
th e  b u tc h e r ’s a x e ,39 th e  sc isso rs  o f th e  t a i lo r  40 o r  th e  cand le s  41

161922,3658. 171266. 18 997. 181121,1219,2523.
201478,1513. 21717, 728, 796, 2130. 22 2870. 23 2837. 24 351. .

-25"i9 i9 . ’ 261983. 271216. 28 2941 29 Plates 4, 17 26, 39,
39 2332, 2509. 31' 325; 1747, 2512. 32 1070. 33 174X. 34 344.
3 3  3 0 0 . 3 8  2 7 1 9 " 3 7  3 0 4 . 3 8  3 8 8 8 , 3 9  3 3 6 . - 4 0  31 7 1 - ** 2 7 7 3 .



o f th e  c h a n d le r . C a n t in g  dev ices  a b o u n d , m a n y  o f  w h ic h ,  w h e n  
a te r  p la c e d  o n  sh ie ld s , becom e a rm o r ia l b e a r in g s . T h u s  R o g e r  

C o rb e t 42 uses a c o rb ie  c ro w , L eo  H e r iz ,43 a h e d gehog  (O .F . h e r is ) ,  
J o rd a n  H e r o n 44 a n o b ly  de s ig ned  h e ro n , W a l t e r 46 o f th e  
m o n a s te ry  (de M o n a s te r i is  ; O .F . M o u s t ie r ) ,  a f a m i ly  k n o w n  
la t e r  as M u s te rs , a c tu a l ly  d e p ic ts  a m o n a s te ry  on  h is  sea ls ; a  
cha rge  h is  d e scendan ts  p la ce d  on  t h e i r  s h ie ld .46. O rd e  s h o w s 47 
t h a t  he com es f ro m  a fa m o u s  s a lm o n  r iv e r  (T w eed ), w h en  he  seals  
w it h a s a lm o n ; th e  f ie ld  o f T h o m a s  M u s c a m p ’s 48 f in e 's e a l is  s t re w n  
W ith  f lie s  (m u scaru m  ca m p u s ), R o g e r M e r la y 49 p ic tu r e s q u e ly  
uses a b u s h  o n  w h ic h  b la c k b ird s  (m e rles ) are p e rc h e d , E u s ta c e  
de V e s c i50 has a v e tc h  p la n t ,  C o r n h i l l81 a sh e a f o f c o rn ,  
B ra n x to n  62 uses a p a ir  o f h o rse  b ra n k s , B ra n d  53 a s h e a th e d  
sw o rd , C oxs id e  54 a co ck , a n d  f in a l ly ,  n o t  to  e x te n d  th e  l i s t
u n d u ly ,  C apo  55 a  s k e w e re d  capon . T h e re  a re  m a n y  e xam p le s
o f th e  c le a r ly  d e f in e d  m a rk s  used  b y  m e rc h a n ts  u p o n  t h e i r  
m e rc h a n d is e  a n d  h e re  p la ce d  on  t h e ir  sea ls .66 S om e tim e s  n o  
de v ic e  b u t  th e  m a n ’s n am e  57 appea rs , o r  e ven  th e  m a rk s  of. h is  
t e e t h 68 b i t t e n  in t o  th e  wax.- I n  th is  s e c tio n  s h o u ld  a lso  be n o te d  
th e  b ro k e n  k n iv e s  a t ta c h e d  in  p la ce  o f  sea ls t o  th e  deeds o f R o b e r t  
o f S t. M a r t in  59 a n d  o f th e  c h a p e l o f  L o w ic k .60

, .I X .— THE LEGENDS.

This is the hame by which 'the inscription, usually placed 
round the border of the seal, is known. Except in rare instances1

42 690 43 608. 41 1276, 1277. 46 1857, 1858. 46 1854. : 4,-I924 “ -1851.
"1738, 1759- “ 2539. “ 698. 52 389. 42 371. 42 722. “ 2323.
66 23, 591, 2468, 2616, 2375. For account of these interesting marks see Trans, of 

Norfolk and Norwich Arch. Soc. in, 177; Proc. Clifton Antiq. Soc., vix, 97: Trans.
Lancs, and Cheshire Hist. Soc., xxvi, i.

57  1 5 1 2 . 58  2 3 2 3 . 59 2 i 5 i. 6 0  3 3 6 6 . v
1 2 5 3 9 , the legend begins at the bottom. There are a few other examples of this . 

in the catalogue. *



First Period. 
Roman Capitals.

Second Period. 
Early Lombardic,

Third Period. 
Fine Lombardic.

Fourth Period. 
Clear Black Letter.

Fifth Period. 
Close Black Letter. 

Sixth Period. 
Renaissance Capitals.

/ No. 3 427  : Durham Convent; obv. (?) early 
n th  century (Plate 64). 

f No. 3 1 1 0 : Ranulf Flambard, circa a.d. iioo - 
(Plate 48). x 

No. 3 1 1 4 s : Hugh Pniset, 'circa a.d. 1 1 6 0
 ̂ (Plate 48).

' No. 35 3 8  : Simon, abbot of. St. Albans, circa
A .D .  I I 7 0 .

No. 3 1 1 7 : Philip of Poitou, circa a . d . 1 1 9 8  
1 (Plate 48).

No. 3 4 2 7 : Durham convent,' rev. (?) early
1 3 th century (Plate 64).

No. 3 1 2 0 : Richard Poore, circa a . d . 1 2 3 0
(Plate 49).

No. 3 1 3 3  : Richard of Bury, circa a . d . 1 3 3 5  
k (Plate 5 1 ).

r No. 3 1 4 0 : John Fordham, circa a . d . 1 3 8 3

(Plate 5 1 ).

f No. 3 1 4 4 : Walter Skirlaw, circa a . d . 1 3 90
1 (Plate 5 2 ).

f No. 3 1 6 9  : Cuthbert Tunstall, circa a . d . 1 5 3 0  
\ (Plate 5 6).
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t h is  b eg in s  a t  th e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f  th e  sea l a n d  goes ro u n d  i t  f r o m  
r i g h t  t o  le f t ,  th e  to p  o f  th e  le t te rs  fa c in g  o u tw a rd s . T h e  b e g in n in g  
is  m a r k e d  b y  a cross p a t y  o r  so m e tim e s  b y  a f le u r  de ly s , a c in q u e ­
fo i l ,  o r  a  c re s ce n t. I n  v e r y  ra re  in s ta n ce s  th e re  is  a le g e n d  
r o u n d  th e  edge o f th e  se a l,2 o c c a s io n a lly  i t  is  c o n t in u e d  in  th e  
f ie ld  3 a n d  s o m e tim e s  th e re  a re  tw o  lin e s  o f le g e n d  g o in g  r o u n d  
th e  b o rd e r .4 T h e ir  c o n s id e ra t io n  d iv id e s  i t s e l f  in t o  tw o  p a r ts ,  
n a m e ly ,  th e  ty p e  o f  le t t e r  u sed  a n d  th e  m a t te r  t h e y  c o n ta in .

T h e  le t te r in g ,  i f  th e  im p re s s io n  is g ood , is c le a r a n d  easy  to  
re a d  ; a t  le a s t u n t i l  th e  a d v e n t o f th e  s m a ll c lose ty p e  o f  b la c k  
le t t e r  w h ic h  is  s o m e tim e s  a lm o s t u n re a d a b le . T h e re  a re  n o t  
m a n y  a b b re v ia t io n s  o r  c o n jo in t  le t te rs  u sed  a n d  th e  fe w  th e re  
a re  a re  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  to  m a k e  o u t .  T h is  c lea rness w as o f  cou rse  
n e e d fu l as th e y  w e re  m e a n t t o  be  u n d e rs to o d  b y  a l l ; n o t  o n ly , b y  
la w y e rs  o r  le a rn e d  c le rk s . F o r  th e  v a r io u s  changes in  th e  ty p e s  
o f  th e  le t te r s  5 th e  seals o f th e  b is h g p s  o f D u rh a m  h a ve  been  
used ; th e y  ca n  be  d a te d  f a i r l y  c lo s e ly  a n d , a lso  fo rm  a lo n g  
co n s e c u tiv e  se ries , th e  legends o n  th e  seals o f o th e r  ty p e s  fo l lo w  
th e  sam e g e n e ra l co u rse  o f d e v e lo p m e n t. T h e  ty p e s  a re  as 
fo l lo w s  :—

I .  R o m a n  c a p ita ls  6 f r o m  th e  e a r lie s t to  a b o u t th e  la s t  q u a r te r  
o f  th e  tw e l f t h  c e n tu r y  w h e n  u n c ia T le t te rs  g ra d u a l ly  com e 7 
in  a n d  th e  ty p e  changes t o ­

l l .  A  ru d e  fo rm  o f  L o m b a rd ic  8 w h ic h  la s ts  o n ly  f o r  a  s h o r t  
t im e  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  t h ir t e e n th  c e n tu r y  a n d  soon  
g ives  p la ce  t o —

I I I .  T h e  b e a u t i f u l ly  fo rm e d  G o th ic  m a ju s c u le , u s u a lly  c a lle d  
L o m b a rd ic ,9 th e  t y p ic a l le t t e r  o f th e  la te r ' t h i r t e e n th  a n d  
th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  fo u r te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  ; to w a rd s  th e  e n d  
o f  th is  p e r io d  th e  le t t e r  becom es s m a lle r10 a n d  changes to —

2  See Proc. Soc. Ant. Newc., 3 rd ser. viii, p. 1 4 1 . 3  3271- 4  * 4 7 8  ; 3 0 5 6  rev. .
6 See also Proc. Soc. Ant. Lond., 2nd ser. xi, 30 5. 6 3427 ob.; 3 0 13 . 7 3 2 2 1 .
8 3117. 9 3*20 ; 3247, rev. 10 3130, 3132.



I V .  T h e  ty p e  c a lle d  ‘ b la c k  le t t e r  ’ 11 b u t  o f  a  c le a r a n d  le g ib le
• fo rm ,  th is  is  re p la c e d  in  th e  f i f te e n th  c e n tu r y  b y  th e  c lo se ,12. . 

v e r y  i l le g ib le  le t t e r  th e  d e s p a ir  o f  m o s t re a d e rs , A t  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu r y  t h e '. s t y le  changes  
g re a t ly  a n d  re v e r ts  t o —

V , .R om an  c a p i t a ls 18 o f  th e  b e a u t i fu l fo rm  k n o w n , as c a p ita ls  
o f th e  renascence . ■

■ T h e  legends o n  th e  e a r l ie r  sea ls w h e th e r  ro y a l,  e c c le s ia s tic a l, o f  
la y ,  a re  a lw a y s  in  L a t in  a n d  o n  th e  f i r s t  n a m e d  t h a t  la n g u a g e  is  
used  d u r in g  o u r  w h o le  p e r io d . O n  r o y a l sea ls i t  is  n e a r ly  s im i la r  
a l l th ro u g h .  T h e  n a m e  is ’ in  th e  n o m in a t iv e ,14 th e  le g e n d  o f  th e  
o b ve rse  15 g iv in g  th e  k in g ’s E n g l is h  t i t le s ,  t h a t  o f  th e  re ve rse  
h is  c o n t in e n ta l f ie fs  a lte re d  as o ccas io n  re q u ire d . T h e  ecc les ias ­
t ic a l  g iv e  th e  n am e  o f th e  o w n e r  a n d  h is  t i t l e ,  u s u a lly  beg in n in g  
w it h  s ig i l lu m 16 fo llo w e d  b y  th e  n a m e  in  th e  g e n it iv e  b u t  som e ­
tim e s , e s p e c ia lly  in  th e  t h ir t e e n th  c e n tu ry ,, sig illu m  As o m i t t e d 17 
a n d  th e  n a m e  g iv e n  in  th e  n o m in a t iv e .  T h e  e a r l ie r  sea ls o f  la y ­
m en  fo l lo w  th e  sam e s ty le ,  s om e tim e s  th e y  g iv e  o n ly  th e  o w n e r ’s 
n a m e ,18 som e tim e s  th e y  a d d  h is  p a re n ta g e  a n d  t i t l e s ,19 o c c a s io n ­
a l l y  th e y  a re  m o re  e m p h a t ic  as o n  th e  s e a l20 o f  E d g a r ,  son  o f  
e a r l G o s p a tr ic k ,  h o c  e s t  s i g i l l u m  e d g a r i  f i l i i  g o s p a t r i c i i  
c o m i t i s . T h e  m o s t c o m m o n  f o r m u la 21 r ig h t  th r o u g h  t h e . 
p e r io d  is  f o r  th e  le g e n d  to  b e g in  w i t h  sig illu m  fo l lo w e d  b y  th e  
nam e  in  th e  g e n it iv e  a n d  th e  t i t le s ,  i f  a n y . O c c a s io n a lly  in  th e  
f o u r te e n th  c e n tu r y  a n d  la te r  su ch  legends a re  in  F re n c h ,22 b u t  th is  
f o rm u la  is  n o t  fo u n d  in  E n g lis h . W h e n , in . th e  la te  th ir t e e n th  
c e n tu r y ,  sea ls cam e to  be  used  b y  a l l  s o r ts  a n d  c o n d it io n s  o f  m e n

u  3136, 314°. 12.32 39, 3*42- 13 3163, 3164. - 44 3013.
14 3021. 18 3x10; 1634* uses a rare form—signum sigilli, &c.. . 17 3114s.
181837. 181900. 80 2816. ;
81 Rarely they refer to the object of the seal as in no. 1709 Crede Michi.
881112,1785. • •’    - i  ^



th e  le gends , as w e ll as th e  dev ices , a re  m o re  d iv e rse  a n d  fa n c ifu l .  
S om e tim e s  th e y  a llu d e  to  th e  em b lem s  th e y  s u r ro u n d , som e tim es  
t h e y  g iv e  e xp re s s io n  to  a p io u s  w is h  ■ o r  som e tim es  th e y  a re  
m e re ly  p r e t t y  j in g l in g  m o tto e s . L a t in  is  u sed  a l l  th ro u g h  th e  
se ries , b u t  f r o m  th e  fo u r te e n th  c e n tu r y  F re n c h  a n d  E n g lis h  a re  
q u ite  c o m m o n , e s p e c ia lly  o n  th e  m o re  fa n c i fu l seals. A  fe w  
e x a m p le s  o f  ea ch  o f  th e se  m ig h t  be  in t e r e s t in g : an  eag le—
SPIRITUS UBI V U LT  SPIRAT, Or IN PRINCIPIO ER A T  VERBUM , Or
m erely a q u i l a  j o h a n n i s . E x a m p le s  of the pious edifying 
type are, t i m e  d e u m  e t  f a c  b o n u m  ; m e m e n t o  f i n i s  ; m a r i a
F IL IA  A N N E  ORA PRO. JO H AN N  ; VERITAS IN ME EST ; TIM EO T E  
DEUM  ; VERBUM CARO FACTUM EST ; PASTOR MEAS D E L E  CULPAS. _ 
L egend s  in  F re n c h  o f  th is  ty p e  a re  ra re , I ' h a ve  n o te d  o n ly  one  
in  th e  c a ta lo g u e — l a  g r a c e  j e s u  e s t  v i e s u — b u t  th o se  in  th e  
v e rn a c u la r  a re  m o re  c o m m o n — h e l p e  m o d e r  o f  m a r i e  ; p e t e r
8t PAW IL PRAI FOR M Y SAWL ; M ARIE H E L P E  ELLIN G H A M  J GO TO 
GOD G A TES H EA D '; B E WAR T H E ’ W ORLD'; GOD H E L P E  T H E  POPE. 
T ho se  o f th e  m o t to  ty p e  h a v e  o f te n  a lo v e  m o t iv e — J E  s u y  s e e l 
d ’ am o u r l e a l  ; l a  d a m o is e lle  e s t l e a l  ; en l e l  am our ;
I L  EST OUSE B E L  EST D E  AMOUR L E L  ; GRf!eT MOI E N  BON F O Y  ;. 
o r  in  E n g lis h — lO V e  me a nD  l i v e . O th e rs  re fe r  to  th e  d ev ice  
t h e y  s u r r o u n d ; th u s  a  d og  as leep— ici g is t c o rb in  l e  bon ; 
a h a w k  te a r in g  a  b i r d — a la s  j e  sui p ris  ; a s q u ir re l—  1 c r a k  
n o tis , o r  I n o tis  c r a k  on l y o n ’ s b a k  ; a ra m — so w i l l  i ; a n  
ape—- h a y l e  ape h a y l  ; a h a re  o n  a d o g ’s b a c k —a lo n e  r  r id e
A R E V E R E , or SOHO ROBIN.
' T he ' legends'- o f ' c o u n te r-s e a ls  a n d  p r i v y  seals, w h ic h , as th e y  

a re  so o f te n  used  in te rc h a n g e a b ly ,  a re  b e t te r  co n s id e re d  u n d e r  
one  h ead , e ith e r  s ta te  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  sea i o r  re fe r  to  th e  d e v ic e  
u p o n  i t .  I n  th ‘e f i r s t  s ty le  th e  le g e n d  a lm o s t a lw a y s  beg in s  
W ith  th e  w o rd  S ecrd u m  w it !h  th e  n am e  fo l lo w in g  in  th e  g e n it iv e



th u s — SECRETUM JOHANNIS 23 ; SECRETUM ROBERTI D E  BRUS 24‘; 
SIG ILL SECRETI DAVID 25 ; *SIGNUM SECRETI W ILLE LM I 26 ; o f  
else th e y  o m i t  th e  o w n e r ’s n a m e  o n ly  s ta t in g  th e  re a so n  f o r  t h e i r  
use th u s — ARCHANI CUSTOS ; SIGNUM VERITATIS ; MUNIO SECRETA; 
SIGILLUM  AMORIS ; FRACTA R E V E L L O  SECRETA ; SIGILLUM  SECRETI ; 
SIGILLUM  SECRETI f r a n g e  o r , on  th e  b a c k  o f th e  T e m p la r s ’ sea l 
TESTIS SUM a g n i . 27 Legend s  t h a t  re fe r  to  th e  d e v ic e  o n  th e  
co u n te rse a ls  a re o f te n  in  L a t in  r h y m in g  h e x a m e te r  ve rse  c a lle d  
L e o n in e , th u s  ro u n d  S t. C u t h b e r t 28— p r e s u l  c u t h b e r t e  r e g n u m  
s u p e r  ET H E R A  p e r  t e  ; o r  S t; C u th b e r t  a n d  S t. O s w a ld 29— 
HOC ONUS UT SIT HONOS TIBI LARGIOR HOS Q’ PATRONOS ; o r  O u r
L a d y  w i t h  C h r is t 30— h e c  s c u l p t u r a  s o n a t  f i n i s  no  p u g n a  
c o r o n a t  ; o r  SS. P e te r  &  P a u l31— p r o t e g e  p e t r e  p e to  w i l -  
le lm u m  p a u le  f a v e t o .  T h is  ty p e  o f le g e n d  is  n o t  c o n f in e d  to  
th e  co u n te rse a ls  b u t  is  o f te n  fo u n d  on  seals th e m se lve s , th u s  
r o u n d  th e  ash  tre e  d e v ic e  o f R o g e r o f  E s h  32 is— f r a x i n e  s u b  
f r o n d e  r o g e r i . c a r m i n a  c o n d e . Round an antique gem  ■ 

R ic h a r d  o f E r y u m 33 p laces— su b  p r e s e n t e  n o t a  r i c a r d u s  f e r t  
s u a  v o t a .  S ig ne ts  do  n o t ,  as a  ru le , h a v e  le gends  o r  m o tto e s ,  
b u t  th e re  a re  a fe w  e xa m p le s  o f th e  la t t e r ,  th u s  b is h o p  N e v i l le ’s 
a rm o r ia l s ig n e t has a ro u n d  i t  h is  ‘ w o r d ’— en g ra ce -a ff iU .34 
T h e  m o tto e s  o f th e  P e rc ie s 35 a re  o f te n  o n  t h e ir  s ig n e ts  as je  e g p o g r;  
egperance , o r  t o u t la g a l ;  o th e r  e xa m p le s  h a ve  ® o u t  pagge36; au tie ,. 
fottie, ta c e 37; o f f r a n c e 38; tgn t, t g n t 39, o r  o th e rs  m e re ly  th e  in i t ia ls  
o f th e  o w n e r ’s n a m e s .40 O th e rs  h a ve  a f lo w e r  o r  s ta r - l ik e  
d e v ic e  w i t h  a  le t t e r  o n  each  p e ta l,  th u s  b is h o p  L a n g le y 's 41 
h a s -h is  n am e  la n g le g  a n d  so a lso  has t h a t  o f  P e te r : M a u le y 42 
n ta u lt ,  a n o th e r  s im i la r ly  bea rs  th e  H o ly  N am e  'e m a n u e t.43 I t  
w i l l  be seen t h a t  n one  o f these  is a t r u e  le g e n d  su ch  as a re  o n  
seals, t h e y  a re  r a th e r  m o tto e s  o r  ‘ w o rd s  ’ som e o f  w h ic h , l ik e

M 3023. 24 443- 25 3083. 26 4 0 3 . 27 3 3 8.8. , 28 3 1 22 . 29 3 ii8_ 30 30g5_ B i g ™ ' -



th e  Esferance ’ o f  P e rc y , cam e  to  be  an  e s sen tia l p a r t  o f th e  
a rm o r ia l a c h ie v e m e n t.

X .— FORGED SEALS.'

F a lse  sea ls a u th e n t ic a t in g  fo rg e d  c h a r te rs  a re  o c c a s io n a lly  m e t  
w ith  a n d  th e  a r t  seems n o t .  to  h a ve  been  u n k n o w n  e ven  to  th e  
re lig io u s  o f  D u rh a m . T h e re  a re  in  th e  t r e a s u ry  a series o f  fo rg e d  
d o c u m e n ts  p u r p o r t in g  to  be th e  fo u n d a t io n  c h a r te rs  o f b is h o p  
W il l ia m  o f  S t. C a la is  a n d  th o se  in  c o n f irm a t io n  o f W i l l ia m  th e  
C o n q u e ro r  a n d  o f a rc h b is h o p s  L a n f r a n c  o f  C a n te rb u ry  a n d  
T h o m a s  o f  Y o r k .1 T h e  seals o f  b is h o p  W i l l ia m  a re  u n d o u b te d ly  
fo rg e r ie s , th o se  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  c h a r te rs  o f  th e  a rc h b is h o p s  a re  
n o w  d e s tro y e d  w h i ls t  to  th e  fo u r  c h a r te rs  o f k in g  W i l l ia m  o n ly  a 
p o r t io n  o f one n o w  re m a in s , b u t  t h a t  shews i t  to  be p a r t  o f th e  
g re a t sea l o f  H e n r y  11. T w o  m e th o d s  o f  fa ls if ic a t io n  a re  th e re fo re  
i l lu s t r a te d  b y  th e se  deeds, f i r s t ly ,  t h a t  o f  m a k in g  a fa lse  m a t r i x  
f o r  use o n  a fo rg e d  d o c u m e n t, a n d  s e c o n d ly , u s in g  a g e nu in e  sea l 
w h ic h  w as  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h a t  i t  p u rp o r te d  to  be , to  a fa lse  
d e e d .2 W e  f in d  re fe re n ce s  to  b o th  th e se  m e th o d s  in  th e  p a te n t  
ro l ls .  T h o m a s  o f  P ire c o te  w as p a rd o n e d  fo r  re m o v in g  th e  
im p re s s io n  o f  th e  sea l o f  th e  la te  k in g  f r o m  a re cogn isance  a n d  
i l le g a l ly  a t ta c h in g  i t  to  a n o th e r  b o n d ,3 f o r  w h ic h  he  h a d  been  
c o n v ic te d . J o h n  o f B e rn e v il le  4 re c e iv e d  a p a rd o n  fo r  c o u n te r ­
f e i t in g  th e  p r i v y  sea l o f  th e  la te  k in g  a n d  a lso t h a t  used  b y  th e  
p re s e n t k i n g ; w h i ls t  J o h n  o f  R e d in g e s 5 a lso ch a rg e d  w i t h  
c o u n te r fe it in g  th e  k in g ’s p r i v y  sea l w as c o n v ic te d  a n d  h a n ged .

I t  re m a in s  n o w , in  c o n c lu s io n , to  t h a n k  th o se  b y  w hose in te re s t  
a n d  h e lp  I  h a v e  b e e n ^ b le  to  c o m p le te  a n d  to  i l lu s t r a te  th e  
ca ta lo g u e . T h e  dean  a n d  c h a p te r  o f  D u rh a m  h a ye  n o t  o n ly

1  See F. P. D, ( 5 8  Surt. Soc. publ.), pp. x x x i et seq. where the evidence for this is 
set forth in full.

3  No. - 1 4 9 5  in catalogue is suspect, it is apparently a thirteenth-century charter to 
- which a seal, which cannot be earlier than late fourteenth-century date, is attached.

5 Qal Pat. Rolls, a .d .  1307-13, p . 49. 4  Ibid., p. 20, 5  Ibid., p . 20,



given generous financial aid but they have allowed me freely 
to inspect and to photograph the documents and seals. Without 
this sympathetic assistance from them, the work could not have 
been done. The unwearying kindness and courtesy of Mr. 
K. C. Bayley, m.a., has enabled me to make the fullest use of the 
facilities granted by the dean and chapter; to him my most 
grateful thanks are due. The advice I.received from Mr. H. H. E. 
Craster, D.Litt., m.a., f.s.a., when beginning the catalogue 
helped greatly. To Mr. A. Hamilton Thompson, m.a.; f.s.a ., 
I have to acknowledge a large debt of generous help in the 
ecclesiastical sections. He has given freely of his unrivalled 
knowledge of mediaeval church history and, by reading the 
manuscript of these sections, has eliminated errors and added 
much of,value to the notes. I have been able to illustrate the 
catalogue by so many plates chiefly from subscriptions received 
from the following gentlemen, whose help I now, with thanks, 
acknowledge :— The Dean and Chapter of Durham, The Very 
Reverend the Dean of Gloucester, The Reverend Canon Cruick- 
shank, m .a . ; Sir Arthur Middleton, bt., Lieut.-Col. G* R. B. Spain, 
C.M.G., Windsor Herald (Mr. W . A. Lindsay, K.c., m.a., f.s.a.), 
Carrick Pursuivant (Mr. Wm. Rae Macdonald, ), and Messrs. 
Parker Brewis, f.s.a ., William Brown, f.s.a ., Walter S. Corder, 
H. H. E. Craster, F. W . Dendy, d .c .l ., o .b .e ., J. Crawford Hodg­
son, m.a., Edward Hunter, W . H. Knowles, f.s.a ., A. M. Oliver, 
o .b .e . , J. Maitland Thomson, l l .d ., and the Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne Public Library (per M r. Basil Anderton, m .a .).
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