
B LACK FRIA R S
ft £*rnf. +n idt* J fr t j l i/ h . '4 -n -...— 
m /1W4, t/ittmjMS'Mv*#* * (*<Svi Tire/'j

THE SOUTH WEST VIEW OF THE CLOISTER FROM BRAND’S Hist. Of Newcastle.



B y  W . H .  K n o w l e s , F .S .A ., a vice-president.
[R e a d  on  th e  25t h  A u g u s t ,  1920].

T h e  fo u n d a t io n  o f n e a r ly  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  m o n a s t ic e  houses  
in  E n g la n d  o c c u r re d  b e fo re  th e  e n d  o f th e  12t h  c e n tu r y .  I n  
th e  13t h  c e n tu r y  th e  v a r io u s  o rd e rs  o f  F r ia r s  P re a ch e rs  w e re  
e s ta b lis h e d . T h a t  u n d e r  S t. D o m in ic  w as fo u n d e d  in  th e  ru le  
o f  S t. A u g u s t in e  a n d  in t r o d u c e d  in t o  E n g la n d  a b o u t th e  y e a r  
I2 2 X . U n lik e  th e  m o n k s  w h o  w e re  c o n te n t t o  e xe rc ise  a c e r ta in  
s e lf r e s t r a in t  a n d  to  save  t h e i r  o w n  sou ls , th e  f r ia r s  w e re  c o n ­
c e rn e d  f o r  th e  bod ie s  a n d  sou ls  o f  o th e rs , a n d  z e a lo u s ly  e ngaged  
in  te a c h in g  a n d  p re a c h in g  a m o n g  th e  peop le .

T h e  in c re a s in g  l a x i t y  o f  th e  m o n a s t ic  o rd e rs , m o v e d  to  a c t i v i t y  
th e  p re a c h in g  f r ia r s ,  a b o d y  o f  c h u rc h  re fo rm e rs , w h o  s p e e d ily  
becam e  p o p u la r ,  a n d  r a p id ly  e s ta b lis h e d  t h e i r  o rd e r  t h r o u g h o u t  
E n g la n d . U n fo r tu n a te ly  fe w  re co rd s  a re  o b ta in a b le  re g a rd in g  
th e  m e n d ic a n t  o rd e rs  a n d  b u t  s l ig h t  re m a in s  o f  t h e i r  b u ild in g s  
n p w  e x is t .  T h is  is  la r g e ly  due  to  th e  fa c t  t h a t  th e  f r ia r s  w e re  
n o t  u s u a lly  e n d ow e d  w i t h  b ig  e s ta te s  b u t  r e l ie d  fo r  t h e i r  s u b  
s is te n ce  o n  th e  f r e e -w il l g if t s  o f  th e  peop le , a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  houses  
b e in g  c h ie f ly  e re c te d  in  b u s y  to w n s  w e re  soon  d e s tro y e d  a f te r  
t h e i r  d isuse  b y  th e  o rd e r.

O f th e  f i f t y - e ig h t  houses o f B la c k  F r ia r s  a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  
su p p re ss io n  o f  m on a s te r ie s , th re e  o n ly  a re  re c o rd e d  in  N o r t h ­
u m b e r la n d , v iz . ,  a t  N e w ca s tle , B a m b u rg h ,1 a n d  B e rw ic k .  
W it h in  th e  w a lls  o f N e w c a s tle  th e re  e x is te d  c o n v e n ts  o f th e



Dominicans, Franciscans, White and Austin friars. That of 
the Dominicans was the earliest and most important. Their 
dress was a white cassock and hood under a black cloak and cowl.. 
They were known as Black friars from the colour of their habit, 
in Paris also called Jacobins from .their residence in Rue St. 
Jaques, and in Newcastle ‘ Shod Friars ' in'contradistinction; to 
the Grey friars who went barefooted.

It has been variously stated that the Black friars at Newcastle 
was founded about the year 1 2 6 0 , by Sir Peter' Scott and his 
son Sir Nicholas Scott, on a site given by three sisters whose, 
names are unknown. Sir Peter is said to have been the first 
chief magistrate of Newcastle who bore the title, of mayor. 
The date must however be advanced by at least twenty years, 
because before March, 1 2 3 9 , the Friar Preachers dwelling in 
Newcastle received from Henry 111 f 1 5 0  ells of white cloth 
valued at 4 d.,’ 2 proving that a community existed at the time, 
whilst present investigations demonstrate that Sir Peter Scott 
diedin 1 2 5 1 .

Among a few recorded references to the fabric and site, the 
following may be mentioned. On the 6 th Nov., 1 2 6 3 , an in­
quisition made by Adam de Gesemuth, sheriff of Northumberland 
and the mayor of Newcastle, determines that ‘ the aqueduct 
which the Friar Preachers of Newcastle, by grant of the king, 
have brought from a well without their court to their house and 
thence to the said town, is to remain, as it will not be to the 
damage of the king and will be for the improvement to the town/ 3 

On Sept. 1 8 th, 1 2 8 0 , a ‘ licence is granted for the Friars 
Preachers of Newcastle-upon-Tyne to make a narrow gate 
through the new wall surrounding the. said town, which will 
have to be made through the garden of the said friars, for

2  Cal. Liberate Rolls, 2 3  Hen. h i, p. 3 6 8 , M. 2 3 .
3  Cal. Pat. Rolls, 4 8  Hen. in, p. 2 9 1 . ‘
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in g re s s  in t o  th e  s a id  g a rd e n , a n d  f o r  th e m  a n d  t h e ir  successors, 
to  h o ld  th e  sam e o n  c o n d it io n  t h a t  th e  s h e r if f  o f N o r th u m b e r la n d  
o r  th e  c o n s ta b le  o f  th e  c a s tle  o f  th e  s a id  to w n  m a y  s to p  i t  w h e n  

- th e y  p lease  f o r  a  t im e /  A ls o  4 a g r a n t  to  th e m  o f th e  m o ie ty  o f  
t h a t  s t re e t  w h ic h  a d jo in s  t h e ir  o w n  p la ce  o n  th e  w e s t f o r  th e  
e n la rg e m e n t o f  th e  s a m e / 4 

O n J u n e  4t h ,  1312, 4 L ic e n c e  f o r  th e  P r io r  a n d  F r ia r  P re ache rs  
o f N e w c a s t le -u p o n -T y n e  to  e re c t a w ooden  d ra w  b r id g e  {fiontem 
versatilem) f iv e  fe e t w id e  across th e  n e w  d y k e  o f th e  to w n , b y  
w h ic h  th e y  w i l l  be a b le  to  go f r o m  - th e ir  house  w i t h in  th e  w a l l  
o f  th e  to w n  th r o u g h  a  p o s te rn  o f  th e  w a ll to  t h e ir  g a rd e n  b e y o n d  
th e  d y k e , a n d  a lso  to  e re c t a  p a lin g  ro u n d  th e  g a rd e n  w h e re  th e  
g a rd e n  w a l l  f o rm e r ly  w as . I f  a n y  d a n g e r th re a te n s , th e  p a lin g  
a n d  b r id g e  a re  to  be  r e m o v e d /  5

O n  M a rc h  x s t, 1318, G ra n t  to  th e  F r ia r s  P re ache rs  o f N e w ­
c a s t le -u p o n -T y n e  o f a  m essuage in  t h a t  to w n , la te  o f G i lb e r t  
de M id d le to n ,  a t r a i t o r ,6 a d ja c e n t t o  t h e ir  d w e ll in g  p la ce  a n d  
c e m e te ry  fo r  th e  e n la rg e m e n t th e re o f, to  be h e ld  b y  th e  se rv ices  
b y  w h ic h  i t  w a s  h e ld  b e fo re  i t  w as e schea ted  in to  th e  , k in g 's  
h a n d  f o r  th e  fe lo n y  c o m m it te d  b y  th e  s a id  G i lb e r t ,  f o r  w h ic h  
he  w as h a n g e d .7

O n  M a y  16t h ,  1329, th e  k in g  g ra n te d  a  lic e n ce  f o r  th e  a lie n a t io n  
in  m o r tm a in  b y  J o h n  B a ro u n  o f N e w c a s t le -u p o n -T y n e  to  th e  
p r io r  a n d  f r ia r s  p re a ch e rs  in  t h a t  to w n  o f  a  p lo t  o f  la n d  c o n t ig u o u s  
t o  t h e i r  d w e l l in g  p la ce  f o r  th e  e n la rg e m e n t o f th e  sam e .8

T h a t  th e  d i t c h  w i t h o u t  th e  to w n  w a l l in  p e a ce fu l t im e s  was  
tu r n e d  to  p r o f i ta b le  use m a y  be g le a n e d  f r o m  th e  lease o f  a  
g re a t c lose  g ra n te d  J u ly  13t h ,  1476, b y  p r io r  J o h n  R o k e s b u rg h

4 Cal. Pat. Roils, 8 Edward i, p. 397. 5 Ibid., 5 Edward 11, p. 461,
*•6 Scarcely a traitor. See an able vindication of Sir Gilbert’s action in the rebellion

against Edward 11.- Sir Gilbert de Middleton, by Sir Arthur E. Middleton, bart.
7 Cal. Pat. Rolls, ix Edward 11, p. 113 . 1 Ibid., 3 Edward in, p. 392.



a n d  th e  b re th re n ,  to  W i l l ia m  H a y s  a t  25s. p e r  -a n n u m , c a r r y in g  
w it h  i t  th e  p r iv i le g e  o f  f ix in g  a le a d e n  p ip e  to  th e  a q u e d u c t,  
p re v io u s ly  m e n t io n e d , in  o rd e r  to  s u p p ly  w a te r  t o  h is  f is h  p o n d s .

T h e  F r ia r s  P re a ch e rs  sh a re d  th e  u s u a l m in o r  b e q ue s ts  m ad e  
to  th e  m e n d ic a n t o rd e rs , a n d  th e  a lm s  d is t r ib u te d  b y  r o y a l t y  
w h e n  v is i t in g  th e  to w n . A m o n g  these  th e  fo l lo w in g  m a y  be  
re c o rd e d

O n  29t h  M a rc h , 1275, W a l te r  de M e r to n , b is h o p  o f  R o c h e s te r ,  
b e q u e a th e d  te n  m a rk s  to  th e  F r ia r  P re a ch e rs  o f  N e w c a s t le , a n d ,  
an  in d ic a t io n  t h a t  th e  f r ia r s  possessed a 'v a lu a b le  l ib r a r y ,  d ire c ts  
t h a t  th e  E p is to la e  P a u li  G lossatae w h ic h  he  h a d  b o r ro w e d  f r o m  
- th em  s h o u ld  .be r e tu r n e d .8

O n  th e  9t h  O c to b e r , 1332, G r if fe n , son  o f S ir  G r i f f in  T h lo y t  
[ L lo y d ] ,  k t . ,  w as  b u r ie d  in  th e  c h u rc h  o f th e  c o n v e n t ,  to w a rd s  
th e  expenses o f w hose  fu n e ra l th e  k in g  g a ve  40s.

I n  S e p t., 1323, fo r  a tte n d a n c e  a t  th e  b u r ia l a t  T y n e m o u th  o f  
A d a , i l le g i t im a te  d a u g h te r  o f th e  k in g ,  th e  b re th re n  o f th e  o rd e r  
o f  p re a che rs , a n d  o th e rs , each  re ce iv e d  5s., b y  th e  h a n d  o f J o h n  
L e e k , b r o th e r  o f th e  o rd e r  o f p re a ch e rs .

I n  A p r i l  1378, M a rg a re t, r e l ic t  o f  S ir  J o h n  E u re , k n ig h t  ' d ire c ts  
t h a t  h e r  b o d y  be b u r ie d  in  th e  c h o ir  o f  th e  c h u rc h  o f  th e  P re a c h in g  
F r ia r s  o r  D o m in ic a n s , n e a r th e  W e s t Gate", a n d  b e q u e a th s  to  
R o b e r t  G a te g an g , f o r  masses fo r  h e r  so u l, 5 m a rk s  ; t b  W i l l ia m  
L a to n ,  p r io r  o f  th e  D o m in ic a n s  5 m a rk s  ; to  J o h n  G a llo w a y ,  
c h a p la in ,  5 m a rk s  ; . . . .  to  e v e ry  p re a c h e r o f  th e  o rd e r  o f  
P re a c h in g  F r ia r s  th e re  12^ ., to  e v e ry  b r o th e r  o f  th e  s a id  o rd e r  
n o t  a  p r ie s t ,  6d., . . v a r io u s  beque s ts  o f p la te ,  l in e n ,  a n d  a p p a re l 
t o  J o h n  G a llo w a y , W i l l ia m  L a to n ,  S ir  T h o m a s  Surtees,- k n ig h t ,  
a n d  th e  house  o f  th e  P re a c h in g  F r ia r s  ; re s id u e  to  h e r  e x e c u to rs ,  
p r io r  W i l l ia m  L a to n ,  J o h n  S adbe rge , R o b e r t  H e ro n  a n d  J o h n  
G a lw e y . ’



.On two occasions, firstly in the will of lord Scrope (1415) and 
secondly, in that of Roger Thornton (1430) mention is made of 
bequests ‘ to the recluse of the house of the Black Friars/ showing 
that an anchorite abode within the precincts of the convent.

Following on the frequent visits of the Edwardian kings 
when passing to and from Scotland, occasionally accompanied 
by the royal household, the friars were the recipients#of consider­
able gifts of money , and kind. Sometimes the accommodation 
demanded extended to the whole of the buildings, and occasionally 
necessitated their alteration.

It is clear that the community experienced considerable 
inconvenience on the occasion, of these visits, which was accen­
tuated when high festivities were indulged in, and yet more so 
when state officials with their doubtful attendants claimed 
hospitality.10

On the 10th Sept., 1322, the kjng with the queen stayed at 
Newcastle .for-a fortnight. In honour of the royal visit, and of 
the victory which the English forces had achieved at Norham, 
the monasteries of Newcastle received on the 14th Sept., each

10 The Friar Preachers of Newcastle-upon-Tyne have represented to the king that, 
whereas they and their predecessors have been wont to have in the past gates on their 
soil for entering and closing their manse in the said town, in a contention which arose 
between men of the county of Northumberland and certain of the town at the time 
when the earl of Surrey, then Warden of the Marches of Scotland, was lodged in the 
said manse, their gates for no fault of theirs were broken down, and although they, 
as lawful was, would have replaced their gates and set them up again, some men of the 
town have hitherto with little justice, prevented them from doing so, and he out of 
reverence for God to whose service the said Friars are specially bound, continually 
celebrating for his good estate, and the souls of his progenitors, has granted licence 
for them to replace their gates [Cal.'Pat. Rolls, 15 Edward hi!].

That a fighting strain among the brethren was not entirely absent may be .inferred 
from the fact that four years later (1345) the king granted a * pardon to Adam de 
Alnwyke, friar of the order of Friar Preachers of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, of the king’s 
suit against him for tfie death of John de Denton, and of any subsequent outlawing,’ 
[Cal. Pat. Rolls, 19 Edward iti].

About 1390 the king because of the misconduct of several of the brethren prohibited 
the conferring of the degree of master on certain apostate brethren of that community.



6 s. 8d. Subsequently the Dominicans or preaching friars were 
forgiven the sum of 1 2 I. which they owed him for victuals formerly 
sold to them ; also on June 1 6 th, 1 3 2 9 , a ‘ Pardon to the Friar 
Preachers at Jarrow and Newcastle-upon-Tyne of the respective 
sums of 1 2  marks and 61, due for certain victuals sold to them 
by The late king/ 11

In *335 * as a return for the hospitality which the king and 
the royal family had- received in this house during a great part 
of October and November, he gave 1 0  quarters of corn worth 
5 0 s., a tub of flour worth 4 0 s., and a cask of wine worth 5  marks. 
2 0  quarters of corn worth 1 0 0 s. recompensed them for sheltering 
royalty again for a short tim e/

On March 7 th and July 3 rd, 1 3 3 5 , an alms of 1 0 0 s; each time, 
through F. Adam de Alnwyk, went to satisfy for the damages 
which the friars had suffered in their buildings during the royal 
abode there. 12

In 1 3 3 4  the Dominicans were specially honoured by the 
presence of both the English and the Scottish kings, and their 
retinues. In the church of the'convent on the 1 9 th June, occurred 
the historical event when Edward Balio], king of Scotland, with 
the earls of Athol, Dunbar, Mar and Buchan, did homage to 
Edward in for the kingdom of Scotland in the presence of the 
earls of Cromwell and Warren, the archbishop of York, * the 
bishop of Carlisle and a large concourse of clergy and people.

In the troublous years preceding the reformation the friars 
found themselves at variance with the king whose ecclesiastical 
supremacy they refused to acknowledge, and it was with difficulty 
that they were able to maintain themselves. In the spring of 
1 5 3 7 , Prior Richard Marshall suddenly quitted the country 
because he advocated the authority of the pope, notwithstanding

^CaL.Pat. Rolls, 3 Edward 111.
1 2  Lib. Card'., 8 , 9 , 1 0 , 1 1 , Edward 1 1 1 ; Cotton MSS., Nero v m .



th e  c o m m a n d  o f th e  k in g  to  th e  c o n t ra r y .  H e  w as succeeded  
as p r io r  b y  R o la n d  H a rd in g  w h o  f o r  h im s e lf  a n d  b re th re n  in  
t h e i r  g re a t need , re c e iv e d  f r o m  R o b e r t  D a v e ll ,  a rch d e a co n  o f  
N o r th u m b e r la n d ,  th e  su m  o f  £ 6  18s. od . a n d  e n te re d  in t o  a  
c o v e n a n t t o  s in g  a n th e m s  a n d  d e v o u t ly  p r a y  f o r  th e  sou ls  o f  
W i l l ia m  D a v e ll ,  J o h n  B r ig h a m , t h e i r  w ives^ a n d  c h ild re n , w i t h  
t h e i r  b e n e fa c to rs  a n d  a l l  C h r is t ia n  sou ls .

T h re e  leases e ffe c te d  a b o u t th is  t im e  w e re  d o u b tle s s  a lso  d ue  
t o  th e  im p e c u n io u s  s ta te  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity ,  in a s m u c h  as som e  
o f  th e  leases c o m p r is e d  p a r t  o f  th e  m o n a s t ic  b u ild in g s . O f th e  
leases one  c o n s is te d  o f a  te n e m e n t n ig h  th e  W h ite  cross g ra n te d  
t o  A n th o n y  G od sa ve  [? th e  g a te h o u se ], a t  th e  r e n t  o f  9s p e r  
a n n u m . A n o th e r  o f a  m e a d o w  close c a lle d  th e  ‘ H o r te  C lo se1 
to  A n d re w  B e w ic k e  a t  6s. 8 d . p e r  a n n u m . T h e  t h i r d  to  R o b e r t  
D a v e ll ,  c le rk ,  a n d  G eo rge  D a v e ll ,  o f  th is  to w n ,  f o r  fo u rs c o re  
y e a rs  a t  3s. 4d. a  y e a r , ‘ a  te n e m e n t o n  th e  s o u th  s id e  o f th e  f r ia r s  
( in  w h ic h  M rs . D a v e ll ,  la te  w id o w , h a d  d w e lt )  b o th  a bo ve  a n d  
b e lo w , w i t h  th e  m a l t  lo f t  b e in g  b e tw e e n  th e  f r ia r s ' k itc h e n  a n d  
th e  f a r  e n d  o f th e  p r io r 's  g a rd e n  o n  th e  n o r th  s id e  o f th e  sam e  
t e n a n c y /  _ *

T w o  y e a rs  la t e r  th e  k in g 's  v is i t o r ,  R ic h a rd ,  s u f f ra g a n  b is h o p  
o f  D o v e r ,  a r r iv e d  in  N e w c a s tle , a n d  o n  th e  10t h  J a n . , ,  1539, 
re c e iv e d  th e  a c t o f  s u r re n d e r  te n d e re d  a n d  s ig n e d  b y  R o la n d  
H a rd in g ,  p r i o r ; D a v id  S ym son , p r i e s t ; J o h n  S ow e rb y , p r i e s t ; 
C ha r le s  N e w to n ,  p r i e s t ; T h o m a s  W y e c h e r , p r i e s t ; G eorge  
B o r ro d o n ,  p r i e s t ; A n d re w  M a rs h a ll,  p r i e s t ; G eo rge  T a i t ,  p r i e s t ; 
T h o m a s  B o w l lo k ,  p r ie s t ;  A n d re w  P ye , p r ie s t ;  L a w re n c e  R o b so n ,  
J o h n  W a ts o n  a n d  R a lp h  T r o t t e r .

T h e  sa le  w h ic h  fo l lo w e d  re a liz e d , f o r  th e  v e s tm e n ts  a n d  th e  
u te n s ils  in  th e  house  4/. 13s. 4d. to g e th e r  w i t h  10s. f o r  th e  p a v in g  
t i le s  in  th e  c h u rc h  a n d  e v e r y th in g  in  th e  ce lls  o f  th e  d o rm i to r y ,  
m a k in g  5/. 3s. 4d. in  a ll .  N o  p ens io n s  w e re  g ra n te d , b u t  th e
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p r io r  re c e iv e d  6s. 8d ., th e  o th e r  p r ie s ts . 5s., W a ts o n  a n d  T r o t t e r  
3s. 4d. a n d  B a r r e l l  10s., m a k in g  3^  13s. 4d ., a n d  le a v in g  a  b a la n c e  
to  th e  k in g  o f  30s. I n  a d d it io n  18 fo th e rs  o f  le a d  o n  th e  c h u rc h  
ro o f , a n d  th e  b e lls  w e ig h in g  5 c w t .  w e re  re s e rv e d  f o r  th e  k in g ,  
to g e th e r  w i t h  tw o  c h a lic e s  w e ig h in g  58 oz. w h ic h  w e re  fo rw a rd e d  
t o  th e  r o y a l je w e l house .

S oon  a f te rw a rd s  th e  house  a n d  la n d s  w e re  le t  a n d  a p p e a r  o f  
th e  a n n u a l v a lu e  o f 21. 19s. 4d. th e  d e ta ils  as e n u m e ra te d  b e in g  
‘ f o r  th e  s ite  o f  th e  house  a n d  th e  b u ild in g s ,  w i t h  th e  g a rd e n  a n d  
o rc h a rd s  p e r ta in in g ,  in  th e  te n u re  of- H e n r y  A d a m s o n  (m a y o r )  
a t  w i l l  8s., a h a l l  w i t h  tw o  c h a m b e rs  a n d  a t  th e  w e s t e n d  o f  th e  
h a l l a  cross c h a m b e r w i t h  u p p e r  b u ild in g s ,  a n d  tw o  s m a ll g a rd e n s  
le a sed  to  J o h n  D a v e ll ,  c le rk ,  13s. 4d. ; a  c lose  w i t h in  th e  w e s t  
g a te  d em ise d  to  A n d re w  B e w ic k , 5s. ; a  c lose w i t h in  th e  w a lls  
n e a r  th e  s ite  [H o r te  C lose ], in  th e  te n u re  o f  A n d re w  B e w ic k  
6s. 8d . ; a n  o rc h a rd  o n  th e  n o r t h  s id e  o f th e  s i t e jn e a r  W h i te  c ross ] 
dem ise d  to  J o h n  N o b le  3s. 4d. ; th e  c lose  o f th re e  ac res  o u ts id e  
th e  to w n  w a ll ,  w i t h  a  sm a ll h ouse  in  i t ,  d e m is e d  to  J a m e s  L a w s o n ,  
20s. ; a n d  th e  g a tehou se  n e a r th e  s t re e t  w i t h  th re e  b u rg a ge s  
a n n e x e d  to  i t  le t  to  v a r io u s  te n a n ts  a t  w i l l  3s.

I t  w as n o t  u n t i l  J u l y  7th ,  1543, t h a t  th e  m a y o r  a n d  bu rgesses  
o f N e w c a s tle  a c q u ire d  th e  w h o le  f o r  th e  s u m  o f  531, y s . 6d. f o r  
th e  use o f  th e  to w n . ' T h e  p u rch a se  in c lu d e d  th e  c h u rc h , b e lf r y ,  
a n d  c h u rc h y a rd , a n d  a l l  b u ild in g s  a n d  la n d s  ; b u t  th e  b e lls , 
le a d  (e x c e p t g u t te rs  a n d  w in d o w s ) , s to n e , i r o n  a n d  t im b e r  o f  th e  
c h u rc h  w e re  re se rv e d  fo r  th e  k in g .

I n  1552, th e  m o n a s te ry  w as g ra n te d  to  n in e  o f  th e  m y s te r ie s  
o r  m o s t a n c ie n t t ra d e s  o f  th e  to w n ,  a t  42s. p e r  an n u m . T o  th is  
a c t th e  p re s e rv a t io n  o f  p o r t io n s  o f th e  b u i l d in g s  o n  th re e  s ides  
o f  th e  c lo is te r  g a r th  is  due . T hese  a re  s t i l l  in  th e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  
th e  com pan ie s  w h o  h a v e  r e b u i l t  som e a n d  a d a p te d  o th e r  p a r ts  
o f  th e  b u ild in g s . I n  a  g e n e ra l w a y  th e  u p p e r  f lo o r  is  d iv id e d



in t o  g u i ld  ro o m s , a n d - th e  lo w e r  in t o  te n e m e n ts  in  th e  o c c u p a t io n  
o f fre e m e n  o f th e  c o m p a n ie s . -

T H E  SITE AND BUILDINGS.
T h e  g e n e ra l a r ra n g e m e n ts  a n d  . d e ta ils  o f  . t h e . D o m in ic a n  

houses e re c te d  a t G lo u c e s te r .{Arch. Jour, x x x i x ,  296) a n d  
C a rd if f  (Jour, o f  th e  A rc h .  A ssoc ., x l i x ,  306) h a ve  b e e n .c a re fu l ly  
. re co rd e d , .a n d  a v e r y  c o m p le te  .and  lu c id  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f th e  
d is p o s it io n  a n d  e x te n t  o f . th e  B la c k  F r ia r s  abode  a t  L o n d o n .h a s  
a lso , b e e n , m ad e  .{Archaelogia, lx \ u ,  57). W i t h  th e  ass is tance  
•of j th e se  .we ca n  a llo c a te  w i t h ,  f a i r  a p p ro x im a t io n  th e  p u rp o se  o f  
th e  b u ild in g s  s p a re d . to  us in  N e w c a s t le . . . . .1

T H E  PRECINCT.
T h e  s ite  m a y  be  re g a rd e d  as o c c u p y in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  

a re a  . ly in g  b e tw e e n  th e  to w n  w a l l , o n  th e  w es t, a n d  L o w  F r ia r  
s tre e t o n  th e  eas t. T h e  n o r th e r n  b o u n d a ry  e x te n d in g  f ro m  a  
p o in t  n e a r  th e  M o rd e n  to w e r  to  th e  ju n c t io n  o f L o w  F r ia r  a n d  
N e w g a te  s tre e ts , a n d  th e  s o u th e rn  re a c h in g  in  a p o in te d  fo rm  
to  th e  W e s tg a te , m a k in g  w i t h  th re e  acres w i t h o u t  th e  to w n  w a ll 
in  th e  . v ic in i t y  o f th e  p re se n t R u th e r fo rd , c h u rc h , s c h o o l a n d  co llege , 
som e te n  o r . tw e lv e  acres in  a ll.  ,

O n  th e  re p ro d u c t io n  ( fig . 3), o f a p o r t io n  o f B o u rn e ’s p la n  o f  
N e w ca s tle , d a te d  1736, th e  p re su m ed  b o u n d a ry  on  th e  n o r th  
is  f r o m  ‘ M  ’ ( th e  M o rd e n  to w e r )  to  th e  ‘ g a te  o f th e  B la c k  F ry e rs  ' 
(15) ; o n  th e  e a s t b y  ‘ F r y e r  ch a re  ’ (17),' o n  th e  w e s t th e  to w n  
.w a ll,(M . L. K .) , a n d  on  th e  s o u th , 'H .e rb e r  to w e r  to  th e  W e s tg a te  
(K t o  h ). I t  is in te r e s t in g  to. n o te  th e  p r o x im i t y  o f th e  g a te  
(15 o n  p la n )  w i t h  t h e 'W h i t e  c ro s s '(16) w h ic h  i t  m a y  be assum ed  
is  to  be a sso c ia te d  w i t h  th e  m o n a s te r y .13

*13 The whole of Newgate Street hereabouts-was the ancient market place of the town 
in the.efirly 1 8 th century.; if it was so in-pre-reformation times, verily the Black Friars 
of Newcastle lived with and among the people.
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T h e  le t te r s  m . l . k . o n  th e  p la te  in d ic a te  th e  p o r t io n  o f  th e  
to w n ,  w a ll ,  p re v io u s ly  m e n t io n e d  w h ic h  passed th r o u g h ' th e  
c o n v e n t g a rd e n s , e x c lu d in g  th re e  acres o n  th e  w e s te rn  s id e  o f i t .  
L  d e n o te s  th e  ‘ B la c k  F r y e r g a te /  I t  is  th e  g a te  ‘ w i t h  a  w ooden  
d ra w -b r id g e  f iv e  fe e t w id e  across th e  n e w  d y k e  o f  th e  t o w n /  
w h ic h  th e  k in g  lic e n s e d  in  1312 to  e nab le  th e  b re th re n  ‘ to  go  
f r o m  t h e i r  h ouse  w i t h in  th e  w a l l o f  th e  to w n  th r o u g h  a p o s te rn  
t o - t h e i r  g a rd e n  b e y o n d  th e  d y k e /  T h e  n a r ro w  g a te  in  th e  w a ll  
f o r  w h ic h  p e rm is s io n  w as g ra n te d  in  1280 is  a  l i t t l e  d is ta n c e  to  
th e  n o r th  o f  th e  p o s te rn .

THE BUILDINGS. .

T h e  c h u rc h  a n d  m o n a s t ic  b u ild in g s  w e re  “ a rra n g e d  on  th e  
u s u a l c o n v e n tu a l p la n , a ro u n d  a c lo is te r  g a r th  (p la n  p la te  ix ) .  
T h e  c h u rc h  o c c u p ie d  th e  n o r th  s ide , a n d  th e  c h a p te r  house , th e  
f r a te r ,  th e  d o r te r  a n d  o th e r  b u ild in g s  th e  eas t, s o u th  a n d  w e s t  
s ides , -e x c e p t th e  p o r t io n s  o f these  th re e  ra nges “ o f b u i ld in g  
in d ic a te d  o n  th e  p la n  a l l  e lse has p e r is h e d . Y e t  su ch  as th e y  a re , 
th e  a r c h i te c tu r a l re m a in s  a re  c o m p a ra b le  in  e x te n t ,  w i t h  th o se  
o f  a n y  o th e r  h ouse  o f  th e  o rd e r  e x ta n t  in  E n g la n d .

THE CLOISTER.

T h e  a re a  o f  th e  c lo is te r  c o u r t  is  in ta c t ,  i t  m easu res  a b o u t  
90 fe e t sq u a re . L a rg e r  th a n  b o th  C a rd if f ,  83 b y  81 fe e t, a n d  
G lo u c e s te r , 73 b y  73 fe e t. T h e re  is  n o w  n o  in d ic a t io n  a b o ve ' 
g ro u n d  o f  th e  w id t h  o f  th e  a lle y s  w h ic h  s u r ro u n d e d  th e  c lo is te r  
a n d  a f fo rd e d  a  c o v e re d  c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  a p a r tm e n ts  
t h a t  e n c lo s e d  i t ,  b u t  e x c a v a t io n  has re ve a le d  a t  3 fe e t 6 in che s  
b e lo w  th e  p re s e n t s u rfa c e  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  o u te r  w a ll in ­
d ic a t in g  t h a t  th e  w id th  o f  th e  a lle y  w as 9 fe e t. I t  h a d  a w ooden  
p e n t r o o f  as is  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  s t r in g  m o u ld in g  o n  th e  w e s t 
s ide  a n d  th e  c o rb e ls  w h ic h  c a r r ie d  th e  ro o f  t im b e rs  (see e le v a t io n
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Fig, 5-—NORTH-WEST ANGLE OF CLOISTER.



plate ix  and fig. 4). But whether the outer wall was of stone 
with traceried openings, or of wood on a dwarf wall it is impossible 
to say-.* -

THE CHURCH.

Of the church which stood on the north side of the cloister 
and possessed a bell tower, no vestige exists. It was probably 
soon, demolished and the materials used elsewhere, inasmuch 
as the king at the time of the surrender reserved to himself all 
the lead, stone, bells; etc., and the ‘ visitor ’ immediately disposed 
of the'paving tiles of the church.

At Gloucester and Cardiff, the nave was to the west and the 
quire to the east of the prolongadon of the east wall of the 
cloister. A t London the preaching nave extended along the 
north wall of the cloister and the quire to the east was divided 
from the nave by a bell tower, the space which it occupied being 
opposite or in continuation of the eastern alley of the cloister.

As the north cloister wall at'Newcastle, was in length sufficient 
only for the nave, in all probability a similar arrangement to 
that of the London church obtained at Newcastle, Luckily the 
sketch (fig. 5), made by M. A. Richardson in 1843, can be Certainly 
identified as delineating the north west angle of the cloister, and 
enables us to affirm that a south door into the nave existed at 
the point. The arch was of two moulded orders supported, by 
attached nook shafts.14

/  THE CHAPTER HOUSE.

This wTas midway, in the length of the east cloister wall and was 
20 feet in width. The west end comprised the usual triple arches 
(fig. 6), the middle one forming the entrance was of two chamfered 
orders on jambs of similar section; The side arches.had a single

^ ‘The external staircase, and the pointed door, at the north end of the western range 
still exist. ‘ The same grouping is to be observed in Brand’s view (Hist, of Newc. I, 1 2 2 ), 
but- unfortunately-subsequent alterations have obliterated the church door.
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c h a m fe re d  o r d e r / a n d  e nc lo sed  a d o u b le  t r e fo i le d  o p e n in g  c a r r ie d  
d n  o c ta g o n a l s h a fts  w i t h  m o u ld e d  caps a n d  c h a m fe re d  bases. 
T h e  o n ly  o th e r  fe a tu re  n o w  v is ib le  is  th e  c h a m fe re d  ja m b  o f a 
w in d o w  in  th e  s o u th  w a l l  (see p la n ) .

REM AIN DER OF -EAST RANGE.
T h e  a re a  to  th e  s o u th  o f th e  c h a p te r  house  is  d iv id e d  in to  

tw o  c h a m b e rs  23- fe e t in  w id th ,  a n d  25 a n d  30 fe e t re s p e c t iv e ly  in  
" le n g th , ' p o s s ib ly 1 th e  pa rlo ,u r- a n d  th e  w a rm in g  house . T h e  
n o r th e r n  a p a r tm e n t  has a b u t t r e s s  o n  i t s  e a s te rn  e x te r io r .  T h e  

LS o a th e m '’a p a r tm e n t  o r  w a rm in g  house  is e n te re d  b y  a s h o u ld e r ­
h e a d e d  d o o r , a n d  w as w a rm e d  b y  a f ire p la c e  on  i t s  e a s te rn  s ide . 
T h e  c h im n e y  s ta c k ’ e n c lo s in g  i t  has a b ig  p r o je c t io n  a n d  is  w e a th ­
e re d ; as s h ew n  o n  th e  e le v a t io n . T h e  ro o m  w as l ig h te d  a t th e  
s o u th  e n d  b y  th re e  s m a ll la n ce ts , f la n k e d  on  th e  e x te r io r  b y  
b u ttre s s e s  w h ic h  en c lo sed  a gable- p ie rc e d  b y  a fo u r  l ig h t  d e co ra te d  
w in d o w  a t  th e  le v e l o f  th e  u p p e r  f lo o r  seen in  G ro se ’s v ie w  ( f ig  7) ,15 
T h e  u p p e r  f lo o r  o f  th is  ra n g e  w as no  d o u b t  used  as th e  d o rm ito r y .  
I t  e x te n d e d  f r o m  th e  s o u th  g a b le  w i t h  th e  fo u r - l ig h t  w in d o w  
j u s t  m e n t io n e d , n o r th w a rd s  t o  a p o in t  a t  o r  b e y o n d  th e  c h a p te r  
house .

THE SOUTH RANGE.

I t  is  p ro b a b le  t h a t  t h is  c o m p r is e d  th e  f r a t e r  w i t h  th e  k i tc h e n  
a t  th e  w e s t end , a n d  o n  th e  u p p e r  f lo o r  th e  l ib r a r y .  A t  th e  
ea s t e n d  is  a  space  w id e  e n o u g h  fo r  a  s ta irc a se  u p  to  th e  e a s te rn  
ra n g e  a n d  a d jo in in g  i t  th e  e n t r y  o r  passage le a d in g  to  th e  c lo is te r  
(see p la n ) .  A t  e ith e r  e n d  o f  th e  passage is  a  c h a m fe re d  p o in te d  
d o o rw a y  w i t h  a f la t  s e g m e n ta l re re  a rc h . O n  th e  e a s te rn  s ide  
o f th e  passage th e  m a s o n ry  is  m u c h  a lte re d , b u t  a t  th e  n o r th  
e n d  th e  lo w e r  cou rses a re  b o n d e d  in t o  th e  d o o r ja m b . T w o  
b u i l t  u p  a rches o c c u r  in  th e  w a l l (see th e  s e c tio n  on  th e  e le v a t io n



Part of the Black Fr ia ry , New castle. 
Fig. 9.—West end of South Range by Richardson.



of the east side of the cloister, plate ix). Only half of the low 
flat pointed arch is old work, the remainder is of doubtful origin. 
Possibly the narrow opening is an insertion of the same period 
as the door opening off the warming house which is plastered 
over but appears of 17th century date. The arch of the wide 
opening may have carried the ends of the steps of the conjectured 
staircase.

Fig, I O . —PART SOUTH RANGE OF BUILDING DURING DEMOLITION, 
by M. A. Richardson,



I n  th e  m u c h  d is tu rb e d  m a s o n ry  fo rm in g  th e  s o u th  w a l l o f  th e  
ra n ge  a re fo u r  la rg e  la n c e t w in d o w s  o f th e  f r a te r  w i t h  c h a m fe re d  
ja m b s  (see th e  e le v a t io n  a n d  fig . 8). I n  1843 f iv e  o th e r  w in d o w s  
e x is te d  n e a r th e  w e s t e n d  o f  th e  sam e w a ll ( f ig . 9) a n d  th e  in t e r ­
v e n in g  space was d o u b tle s s  s im i la r ly  t re a te d .

F o r  th e  fe a tu re s  in d ic a te d  o n  th e  p la n  a t th e  w e s t e n d  o f  th is  
ra n ge , w e  a re  e n t ir e ly  d e p e n d e n t on  a n u m b e r  o f p e n c il s k e tc h e s  
b y  M r . M . . A . R ic h a rd s o n  ta k e n  p re v io u s  to ,  a n d  d u r in g  i t s  
d e m o lit io n .

T h e  to p  o f a  f la t  p o in te d  d o o r, w i t h  a f la t  s e g m e n ta l re re  a rc h ,  
le a d in g  f ro m  th e  s o u th  to  th e  w e s t ra nge  o f b u ild in g s  ca n  be  
t ra c e d . A  d o o r  in  th e  w e s t w a l l o f  th e  s o u th  ra n g e  w as s im i la r  
t o  th e  la s t  w h i ls t  t h a t  in  th e  n o r th  w a ll ,  o p e n in g  in t o  th e  c lo is te r ,  
w as s h o u ld e r-h e a d e d . T h e  f iv e  w in d o w s  sh ew n  in  th e  s o u th  

_ w a ll ( fig . 9) w e re  id e n t ic a l w i t h  th o se  s t i l l  e x is t in g  (figs . 8,9 a n d  10)!
F ro m  th e  s k e tc h  (fig . 11) we c le a r ly  see th e  fo rm  o f th e  d e s tro y e d  

u p p e r f lo o r  w in d o w s  w h ic h  l ig h te d  th e  l ib r a r y  o n  th e  c lo is te r  
's id e .  S im i la r  w in d o w s  n o w  b u i l t  u p  can  be t ra c e d  a b o ve  th e  

e n t r y  (see fig . 8) a n d  th e  s o u th  e le v a t io n . T h e y  h a d  w id e ly  
s p la y e d  ja m b s  to  th e  e x te r io r ,  w i t h  h o l lo w  s h o u ld e re d  s tones  
s u p p o r t in g  sq u a re  heads . O n  th e  s o u th  s id e  a lso  ( fig . 9) is  a  
p ro je c t in g  c h im n e y  s ta c k  o v e rs a ile d  on  co rb e ls  ro u n d e d  o n  th e  
u n d e rs id e . B o u rn e  w r i t in g  in  1736 m ake s  re fe re n ce  to  a  w in d in g  
s ta i r  h e re a b o u ts , b u t  n o  e v id en ce  o f i t  is  d is c lo se d  in  R ic h a rd s o n ’s 
ske tches .

THE WESTERN RANGE..

T h e re  is  m o re  o f th e  a n c ie n t w o r k  in  th is  ra n g e  th a n  e x is ts  o n  
■ th e  o th e r  tw o  sides o f th e  c lo is te r . T h e  tw o  cross w a lls  d o t te d  

on  th e  p la n  a re  sh ew n  because a lth o u g h  t h e i r  c h a ra c te r  is  n o t  
v is ib le  t h e ir  th ic k n e s s  suggests o r ig in a l w a ll in g .

T o w a rd s  th e  c lo is te r  a n d  a t  th e  s o u th  e n d  is  a  f la t  p o in te d  
'a rc h , w i t h  a re l ie v in g  a rc h  o v e r . I t  is  e n t i r e ly  b u i l t  u p  a n d  i t s



section cannot be ascertained. Its purpose was doubtless to 
enclose the frater lavatory or washing place. Above the arch 
(see elevation west side of cloister and fig 4) is a moulded string 
course which protected the junction of the alley roof and the 
masonry, there are also several corbels, which supported the 
roof timbers. On the upper floor level are several small square­
headed windows with chamfered heads, jambs and sills, and over 
them a chamfered or weathered course. Similar windows to 
the north and in continuation of the last are shewn in Brand’s

Fig. 11.--SOUTH-WEST ANGLE OF CLOISTER
by M.A. Richardson.



v ie w  a lso  .a p o in te d  d o o r  a t  th e  g ro u n d  le v e l w h e re  is  h o w  a  
m o d e rn  (w in d o w . ■ . . .

A t  th e  e x tre m e  n o r t h  e n d  is  a  p o in te d  d o o r  w i t h  c h a m fe re d ,  
a rc h  a n d  ja m b s  a n d  s e g m e n ta l re re  a rc h  (fig . 5). N e a r  to  th is
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d o o r  is  a  w in d o w  w i t h  a  ja m b  h a v in g  a  d o u b le  c o rb e l, th e  lo w e r  
c h a m fe re d  in  th e  recess, th e  u p p e r  ro u n d e d  a n d  p ro je c t in g  in t o  
th e  c h a m b e r . '

O n  th e  w e s t .s ide a re  th re e , a n d  tra c e s  o f a  f o u r th  w in d o w .  
T o  th e  e x te r io r  th e y  h a v e  c h a m fe re d  p o in te d  heads w o rk e d  in  
tw o  s to n e s  a n d  w id e ly  s p la y e d  ja m b s  o n  th e  in te r io r ,  th e  re re  
a rc h  to  th e  n o r th e r n m o s t  is  c h a m fe re d , b u t  th e  tw o  o th e rs  h a ve  
m o u ld e d  re re  a rches  ( fig . 12). A t  th e  n o r t h  e n d  o f th e  w a ll  
a re  tw o  lo w  p o in te d  a rches  fo rm e d  o f  a s in g le  o rd e r  c o n t in u e d  
t h r o u g h  th e  th ic k n e s s  o f th e  w a l l a n d  c h a m fe re d  o n  b o th  edges  
(see w e s t e le v a t io n ) .  T h e y  s p r in g  in  th e  c e n tre  f r o m  a s h a f t  o f  
s im i la r  s e c tio n . O n  th e  in s id e  o f  th e  n o r th  ja m b  is  a v e r t ic a l  
s t r ip  o f  m a s o n ry  7 |_ in c h e s  w id e  p r o je c t in g  2 in che s , a n d  a b o u t  
3 fe e t a b o ve  th e  a rc h  s p r in g e r  is  a s in g le  s to n e  w o rk e d  as a 
s p r in g e r .  T h e  u n u s u a l s e c tio n  o f th e  a rches is  s u g g e s tiv e  o f  
c o n ta in in g  a rches  f i l le d  b y  su b -a rc h e s  o r  t ra c e ry .

O n  th e  le v e l o f  th e  u p p e r  f lo o r  is  a n  e x te rn a l d o o r  o p e n in g ,  
w i t h  a  f la t  a rc h  m u c h  w o rn . W h e th e r  f la t  p o in te d  o r  f o u r  
c e n te re d  i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  to  sa y .

T h e re  is  n o w  n o  v e s tig e  re m a in in g , o f  th e  te n e m e n t le t  to  th e  
D a v e lls  c o m p r is in g  ‘ a  h a l l  w i t h  tw o  c h a m be rs , a n d  a t  th e  w e s t  
e n d  o f  th e  h a l l  a  cross c h a m b e r , to g e th e r  w i t h  th e ' m a l t  lo f t . '  
I t s  p o s it io n  ‘ b e tw e e n  th e  f r ia r s ’ k i t c h e n  a n d  th e  f a r  e n d  o f  th e  
p r io r ’s g a rd e n  ’ w as  a p p a r e n t ly  n e a r to  th e  s o u th -w e s t ang le  o f  
th e  c o n v e n t b u ild in g s .  T h e  a c c o m m o d a t io n  re c ite d  co rre spond s  
w i t h  t h a t  u s u a lly  p r o v id e d  fo r  an  in f i rm a r y  o r  g u e s t house .


