
V I.— JO H N  CUNNINGHAM , PASTORAL PO ET, 1729-1773: 
R E C O L L E C T I O N S  A N D  S O M E  O R I G I N A L  L E T T E R S .

B y  J a m e s  H o d g s o n .

[Communicated on 25 May, 1921].
In  view  of his roving life it is not, perhaps, to  be expected  

that biographies of John Cunningham should be circum stantial 
or complete. Though he was well known in m any tow ns in  
Northumberland, Durham and Yorkshire, few  traces of his 
sojourns there rem ain ; indeed we m ay be tem pted to wish that  
he had left a diary by means of which some of th e  gaps in  his 
life-story m ight be filled, and we m ight be enabled to accom pany 
him  on his travels and make the acquaintance of his associates. 
Such a diary must have been of lively  in tere st; for though in  
com pany with Dickens we have met stroiling players, none 
of these has been a poet, nor was it  their lot to tour in the northern  
counties in the second half of the eighteenth century. B ut 
Cunningham was no diarist, and his biographers have found but 
little material at their disposal,1 even that little being in som e 
instances of doubtful accuracy. It is, however, generally agreed  
that he was born in Dublin in  the year 1729, and that, at the  
age of seventeen, he wrote a drama entitled Love in a M ist, 
which m et with sufficient success to give him the run of the  
theatre in his native city, in which it  was produced, and so led

1  I n  a  n o t e  t o  t h e  m e m o i r  o f  C u n n i n g h a m  g i v e n  i n  t h e  Dictionary of National Biography 
i t  i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  h i s  l i f e  p r e f i x e d  t o  t h e  e d i t i o n s  o f  

h i s  p o e m s  i n  J o h n s o n ’ s ,  C h a l m e r ’ s ,  B e l l ’ s  a n d  C o o k ’ s  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  E n g l i s h ’ p o e m s ,  a n d  

i n  B a k e r ’ s  Biographia Dramatica, s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  m e m o i r  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  London 
Magazine o f  O c t o b e r ,  1 7 7 3 ,  p p .  4 9 5 - 7 .



to  his enduring am bition to  excel as an actor. Further details 
of his life and circumstances, which m ay be found elsewhere, it  
is unnecessary here to notice, but it  so happens that there is 
extant a manuscript by Mrs. Sarah Hodgson, proprietress of the  
:Newcastle. Chronicle and daughter of Thomas Slack, founder of 
that newspaper, who wrote at the request of John Bell, one of 
the founders of this society, her Recollections of the poet to whom  
her parents were such staunch friends. Bound w ith this manu­
script is a collection of letters written by, and addressed to, 
Cunningham ; the volume, so arranged, having passed into the 
■hands of Mrs. H odgson's fam ily, and having been preserved,' 
together w ith  several letters by Mrs. S la ck 2 to her hapless 
protegd.

Robert W hite, whose memoir of -Cunningham is printed in  
Richardson's Local Historian's Table Book , offers thanks for a 
sight of the letters in  Bell's possession, of which, however, he 
made little  use, and appears to have had access to  the above 
m entioned manuscript also ; while Cromek, whose note prefixed 
to Cunningham's song Kate of Aberdeen 3 is quoted alm ost in full 
b y W hite, evidently  had heard, a part of Mrs. Hodgson's story  
from her own lips, but as the written version includes other 
m atter which m ay be of interest it is proposed to produce it  here, 
w ith  a selection from Cunningham's correspondence. Mrs. 
H odgson wrote as follows :—

W h e n  th e  la te  M r. C u n n in g h a m  w as in  th e  h a b it  o f  o c c a s io n a lly  s ta y in g  

a t  m y  fa th e r 's  h o u se  I  w a s so v e r y  y o u n g  t h a t  I  d o  n o t  reco lle ct m u c h  

a b o u t  h im  m y s e lf  ; h o w e v e r, a t  y o u r  req ue st, I  sh a ll sta te  w h a t  I  d o  

re m e m b e r a n d  lik e w ise  w h a t  I  h a v e  h e a rd  f ro m  o th e rs  o f  th e  fa m ily . H is  

c o m in g  w a s a lw a y s  lo o k e d  u p o n  as a n  u n p le a s a n t c irc u m sta n c e  to  th e  

y o u n g e r  b ra n c h e s  o f th e  fa m ily , he  m a d e  su ch  a  d iffe re n c e  in  th e  h o u s e —

2 F o r  s o m e  a c c o u n t  o f  T h o m a s  S l a c k  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  s e e  Arch. Ael.> 3 r d  s e r .  x v n ,  1 4 5 .

. 3  Select Scottish Songs ( L o n d o n  1 8 1 0 ) .  C r o m e k  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  i n  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  

N e w c a s t l e ,  h e  h a d  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  M r .  S l a c k ’ s  d a u g h t e r  a n d  w i t h  M r .  B e w i c k .
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h a d  so m a n y  p eo p le  c o m in g  a fte r h im — besides he  possessed n o n e  o f those  

q u a lific a tio n s  w h ic h  please y o u n g  fo lks, w h ereas th e  la te  M r. R o b e rts o n  

(the  a u th o r  o f  Poems by Nobody) w h o  w as a c o n s ta n t v is ito r , w a s a ll fu n  

a n d  m e rr im e n t a n d  m a d e  a ll y o u n g  peo p le  fo n d  o f h im , so th a t  th e  c o n tra s t 

b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  poets has le ft  a s tro n g  im p re s s io n  o n  m y  m in d  in  fa v o u r  
o f th e  la tte r. I  lik e w ise  re m e m b e r m y  m o th e r  used to  sco ld  C u n n in g h a m  

w h e n e v e r  he  cam e because he  w as a lw a y s  so b a re  o f  necessaries ; e v e ry  

tim e  he  le ft  th e  house  she m a d e  a p o in t  o f p ro v id in g  h im  w it h  sh irts , 

stock ings , & c., &c., su ffic ie n t to  serve  h im  t i l l  h is  re tu rn , b u t  h e  w a s one 

o f those  e asy souls th a t, i f  a  b ro th e r  a c to r asked h im  fo r  th e  lo a n  o f a  s h ir t  

o r  a gu inea , he h a d  n o t  th e  re s o lu tio n  to  refuse, so in  a c o m p a n y  o f  c o m ­

edians lik e  th a t  o f N o r t h  S h ie ld s  i t  m a y  e a s ily  be im a g in e d  h o w  th e  s h irts  
a n d  o th e r  a rtic les  w o u ld  d isa pp e ar. I  a lso  re m e m b e r she to o k  a g re a t 

dea l o f p a in s  w it h  h im , to  g iv e  h is  m in d  th e  r ig h t  b ia s  : as n a tu re  h a d  

m a d e  h im  a p o e t she w ish e d  h im  t o  c u lt iv a te  th is  ta le n t, b u t  as to  a n  

a c to r he  w as th e  w o rs t th a t  c o u ld  p r o b a b ly  be seen, y e t  u n fo r t u n a t e ly  h e  

w as a m b itio u s  to  be th o u g h t  g re a t o n  th e  stage. M a n y  m a n a g e rs  w ish e d  

to  h a v e  h im  in  th e ir  C o m p a n ie s , because he  w as u se fu l a t  w r it in g  a n  

occasiona l address, song, &c. T h is  c irc u m stan c e  h is  v a n i t y  le d  h im  to  

a tt r ib u te  to  h is  ta le n ts  as a n  a cto r. W h e n e v e r  h is  b e n e fit  w a s fix e d , I  

re m e m b e r, th e re  w e re  a lw a y s  seve ra l p o s t chaises f u l l  o f  p eo p le  w e n t  f ro m  

N e w c a s tle  to  it , a n d  o n  one o f these  occasions th e re  w a s a sp a re  c o rn e r 

fo r  m e. T h e  lin e  he  a tte m p te d  w as lo w  c o m e d y , h e  p la y e d  R alph , in  th e  

M a id  of the M ill , w h ic h  w as as p o o r  a p e rfo rm a n c e  as c o u ld  be  im a g in e d , 
Sc w h e n e v e r  I  h a v e  seen th e  p la y  since I  h a v e  d ra w n  th e  c o m p a ris o n  in  m y  

o w n  m in d , o f th e  c o n tra st, &  b y  th is  m ean s I  s t ill re ta in  s o m e th in g  o f it .

T h e  a b o ve  a re  th e  p r in c ip a l p o in ts  w h ic h  I  can rec o lle c t a b o u t  h im  
m yse lf, u n t i l  to w a rd s  h is  la tte r  en d  w h ic h  w ill  a p p e a r in  th e  p ro p e r  p lace .

T h e  fo llo w in g  ge n e ra l o u t  lin e  I  m e n tio n  f ro m  w h a t  I  h a v e  h e a rd  

I  d o  n o t  reco llec t h e a rin g  i t  e v e r  e x a c t ly  specified  h o w  ‘ C u n y  (th e  

fa m ilia r  n a m e  he  a lw a y s  w e n t b y )  becam e a c q u a in te d  w it h  m y  fa th e r  ; 
b u t  I  t h in k  i t  m o s t l ik e ly  f ro m  h is  h a v in g  been in  th e  N o r t h  S h ie ld s  C o m ­

p a n y  o f  C o m edian s . M r. B ates, th e  m a nager, w a s a  v e r y  respe c ta b le  

m a n  &  a n  o ld  fr ie n d  o f m y  fa th e r ’s, Sc th is  p ro b a b ly  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  th e  

co nn e ctio n . A t  th e  t im e  a llu d e d  to  h ere  th e  p re se n t W i l l ia m  S h ie ld s  

E s q re 4 w as in  th e  sam e C o m p a n y , a n d  s till re ta in s  a g re a t v e n e ra t io n  fo r

4 I t  w a s  t h r o u g h ^  C u n n i n g h a m ’s  g o o d  o f f i c e s  t h a t  W i l l i a m  S h i e l d s  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  
l e a d e r  o f  t h e  b a n d  i n  t h e  t h e a t r e  a t  S c a r b o r o u g h ,  w h e r e  h e  h a d  h i s  f i r s t  s u c c e s s  a s  a  
c o m p o s e r  i n  s e t t i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  h i s  f r i e n d ’ s  p o e m s  t o  m u s i c .  Memoir of Wm. Shields 
{Diet, Nat. Biog.),



C u n y . T h e  f irs t  t im e  M r, In c le d o n  w a s  d o w n  h e re  M r. S h ie lds co m ­

m iss io n e d  h im  to , p ro c u re  h im  e v e ry th in g  h e  c o u ld  th a t  h a d  b e lo n ge d  to  

C u n y , a n d  a c c o rd in g ly  m y  la te  h u s b a n d  5 sent h im  v a r io u s  papers , etc. 

B u t  to  r e t u r n  t o  m y  su b je ct. T h e  re a l cem e n t o f frie n d s h ip  b etw een  

C u n y  &  m y  fa th e r  w a s a t  f irs t  m u tu a l a d v a n ta g e . A b o u t  th is  t im e  th e  

Chronicle co m m e n c e d  & C u n y ’s p o e tic a l pieces w ere  p u b lis h e d  th e re in  in  
ro ta t io n  as he  w ro te  th e m .6 I t  w as ju s t  a t  th e  t im e  w h e n  p a s to ra l p o e t ry  

w a s  th e  fa s h io n  o f th e  d a y , so th a t  g iv in g  h is  pieces p u b l ic i t y  m a d e  h im  

be  ra n k e d  a m o n g s t th e  f irs t  ra te  poets, a n d  w as lik e w ise  an  a d v a n ta g e  to  

th e  Chronicle,
. I n  process o f  t im e  h is  fr ie n d s  suggested  th e  p la n  o f c o lle c tin g  a ll h is  

pieces to g e th e r  a n d  p u b lis h in g  th e m  in  a  b o o k  b y  s u b s c r ip t io n .7 T h is  
w a s a c c o rd in g ly  d o n e  & , I  b e lie ve , p u t  s o m e th in g  h a n d s o m e  in t o  h is  

p o c k e t, b u t  fo r  reason s b e fo re  assigned he  n e v e r  h a d  a s h illin g  before  h im . 

W h e n  h is  p o e m s w e re  a b o u t  to  be p u b lis h e d  a d ifference o f  o p in io n  to o k  
p lace  b e tw e e n  C u n y  Sc m y  m o th e r. She  w ish e d  h im  to  ded icate  th e  

w o rk  to  M rs. M o n ta g u e  o f D e n t o n  H a l l 8 w h o  w as a  g reat a d m ire r  o f h is  

w r it in g s  a n d  h a d  been v e r y  p o lite  to  h im  o n  m a n y  occasions ; besides she 

w a s a  la d y  w e ll k n o w n  in  th e  l i t e r a ry  w o rld , a n d  a  p a r t ic u la r  fr ie n d  o f 
m y  m o t h e r ’s. T h is  la s t  p o in t  she e xp ecte d  w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  som e w e ig h t 
w it h  h im  ; b u t  n o , a ll  th e  a rg u m e n ts  she c o u ld  re s o rt to  w ere  o f n o  a va il. 

H e re  h is  r u l in g  p ass io n  o pe ra te d , fo r, as he  considered  th e  stage th e  firs t 

o f a ll h u m a n  in s t itu t io n s , o f  course he f ix e d  o n  G a rr ic k  ; so to  D a v id  

G a r r ic k  E s q re th e  p oe m s w e re  ded icate d . H e  h a d  a  co up le  o f  copies 

v e r y  e le g a n tly  b o u n d , Sc to  L o n d o n  he w o u ld  go  to  p re se n t th e m  h im se lf 
to  th e  g re a te st m a n  o f  gen iu s th a t  e ve r liv e d , as he  th o u g h t  h im , axid i t  is 

n o t  im p ro b a b le  to  su ppose  t h a t  he  exp ecte d  to  be  o ffe red  a n  en gagem ent 
on  th e  b o a rd s  o f D r u r y  ; b u t , alas, v e r y  d iffe re n t w as h is  rece ptio n . A  

t im e  w a s a p p o in te d  b y  th e  g re a t m a n  to  rec e ive  th e  p o e t, w h o  w it h  re -

5 S o l o m o n  .H o d g s o n  d i e d  4 t h  A p r i l ,  1 8 0 0 .

6 T h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  Newcastle Chronicle a p p e a r e d  2 4 t h  M a r c h ,  1 7 6 4 *

7 F i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  C u n n i n g h a m ’s  p o e m s  p u b l i s h e d  1 7 6 6 .  S e c o n d  e d i t i o n ,  17 * 7 1 .

8 M r s .  E l i z a b e t h  M o n t a g u e ,  Quern of the Bluestockings, w i f e  o f  E d w a r d  M o n t a g u e  w h o  

o w n e d  c o l l i e r i e s  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  D e n t o n ,  n e a r  N e w c a s t l e .  F r o m  h e r  m a r r i a g e  

i n  1 7 4 2  t i l l  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  i n  1 7 7 5 ,  M r s .  M o n t a g u e  r e s i d e d ,  a t  i n t e r v a l s ,  a t  

'D e n t o n  H a l l ,  w h e r e ,  i t  i s  s a i d ,  s h e  k e p t  o p e n  h o u s e .  ‘ F o r  n e a r l y  f i f t y  y e a r s  s h e  m a i n ­

t a i n e d  u n d i s p u t e d  s u p r e m a c y  a s  h o s t e s s  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s o c i e t y  o f  L o n d o n . ’ M e m o ir  

i n  Diet, Nat. Biog.



■ s p e ctfu l obeisance p re se n te d  th e  books. G a rr ic k  d id  condescend  to  t u r n  

o v e r  th e  leaves a n d  lo o k  a t th e  b in d in g , w h e n  p u t t in g  h is  h a n d  in to  h is  

p o c k e t he to o k  o u t  tw o  guineas w h ic h  he  g a ve  to  C u n n in g h a m , o b s e rv in g  

a t th e  sam e t im e  ' Poets and players are always poor. ’ T h e  m o rt if ic a t io n  

a n d  d is a p p o in tm e n t he  fe lt  w ere  su ch  as m a d e  h im  ta k e  h is  d e p a rtu re  

w ith o u t  fu r th e r  c e re m o n y. O n  h is  re tu rn  to  th e  N o r t h  he re la te d  h is  

rece ptio n , a n d  w h e n  he o w n e d  h a v in g  ta k e n  th e  tw o  g u ineas m y  m o th e r  

g a ve  h im  a b o x  o n  th e  ear, s a y in g  that d id  n o t  d eg ra d e  h im  h a lf  so m u c h  ! 

I  m e n tio n  th is  because a fte rw a rd s  he w as v e r y  io n d  o f te llin g  th e  s to ry , 

w h ic h  he  used  to  p re fa ce  b y  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  best f r ie n d  e v e r  he  h a d  in  

h is  life  h a d  g iv e n  h im  a b o x  o n  th e  ear. T h e  m o rt if ic a t io n  he  e xp erie n ce d  
a t G a r r ic k ’s b e h a v io u r  to  h im  n e v e r  le ft  h im  ; he fell in to  q u ite  a  lo w - 

s p ir ite d  w a y . A b o u t  th is  t im e  h is  c o n s t itu t io n  b e g an  to  b re a k  u p  ; b u t  

i t  is p a in fu l to  re la te  t h a t  a ll h is  life  he h a d  a p ro p e n s ity  to  ta k e  a  s o lit a ry  

glass, a n d  a fte r  th e  d is a p p o in tm e n t he  h a d  e xp erie n ce d  f ro m  th e  lu m in a r y  

■he h a d  h o p e d  w o u ld  h a v e  ra ise d  h is  fa m e  he  g a ve  h im s e lf  u p  to  th is  fa ilin g  
in  sp ite  o f  e v e ry  care th a t  w as used to  p re v e n t  h im . F o r  reasons I  d o  n o t  

n o w  reco llect he  le ft  m y  fa th e r ’s house som e tim e  be fo re  h is  d e a th , a n d  

w e n t  to  lo d g e  w it h  M rs. D o u g la s  in  th e  M id d le  S tre e t. H e  w a s in  .th e  
h a b i t  o f c o m in g  to  th e  house  in  th e  d a y -t im e , a n d  he, w it h  h is  dog , T u r k ,  

th a t  he  h a d  a lw a ys  w it h  h im  fo r  m a n y  ye a rs , used to  a m u se  h im s e lf  w it h  

v is it in g  th e  n e ig h b o u rs  ; a n d  a lth o ’ he  w as e v id e n t ly  d e c lin in g  y e t  he 

n e v e r  w as confined  to  h is  bed  t ill ,  a fte r ta k in g  a f it  in  m y  fa th e r ’s -h o u s e ;

- he  w as ca rrie d  to  h is  lo d g in g  a n d  d id  n o t  s u rv iv e  m a n y  d a y s .9 H o w  h is  

finances w ere  s itu a te d  m a y  e a s ily  be guessed at, b u t  th is  I  can assert, th a t  

e v e ry th in g  th a t  w as necessary w as p ro v id e d  fo r  h im , &  he  w a s s u it a b ly  

in te rre d  a t m y  fa th e r ’s expense. A  n u m b e r  o f h is  fr ie n d s  w e re  a t  th e  

fu n e ra l w ho . a fte rw a rd s  washed to  h a v e  a to m b s to n e  erected  to  h is  m e m o ry . 

T h is  w as to  be d on e  b y  s u b s c rip t io n  & m y  fa th e r  w as a p p o in te d  to  o rd e r  it,' 

& c., b u t  i t  so h a p p e n e d  w h e n  th e  su b s crip tio n s  w ere  to  be  p a id  one  p e rs o n  

d id  n o t  e x p e c t i t  w o u ld  h a v e  cost so m u c h , a n o th e r  w a s n o t  to  be  fo u n d , 

a t h ir d  w as n o t  one o f  th e  p a r t y  w h o  p ro m is e d  to  su b scrib e , & c., &c. ; so 

t h a t  th e  fa c t w as m y  fa th e r  h a d  th e  m o n e y  to  p a y  h im s e lf  a n d  I  re m e m b e r

9 I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  R o b e r t  W h i t e  i s  a lo n e  a m o n g  b i o g r a p h e r s ,  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  a t  t h e  

t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a t h  C u n n i n g h a m  w a s  l o d g i n g  w i t h  M r s .  D o u g l a s  ; o t h e r s  h a v e  i t  t h a t  h e  

d i e d  i n  M r .  S l a c k ’ s  h o u s e .  M r .  R i c h a r d  W e l f o r d ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  w r i t i n g  h i s  m e m o i r  

f o r  Men of Mark, w a s  e v i d e n t l y  u n c e r t a i n  a s  t o  W h i t e ’ s  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  d o e s  n o t  s a y  

p r e c i s e l y  w h e r e  t h e  p o e t  d i e d .  . .



h e a rin g  h im  s a y  t h a t  he  n e v e r  rece ived  a n y th in g  b u t  M r. C a rr 's  p ro p o rt io n  

&  th e  la te  M r. Jo s e p h  B e ll 's  assistance, w h ic h  w a s  to  p a in t  i t  a n d  p u t  
th e  in s c r ip t io n  o n  a t th e  end. T h is  he n o t  o n ly  d id  a t  th e  tim e  b u t  d u r in g  

th e  re m a in d e r  o f  h is  life  he  y e a r ly  p a in te d  th e  stone , &c., as a  m a rk  o f h is  

respe ct fo r  p o o r  C u n y . I t  is o n ly  ju s tic e  h ere  to  o b se rve  th a t  h is  son, 

th e  p re s e n t J o h n  B e ll, h a s  re p e a te d ly  d on e  th e  sam e in  la te  years .

M r. R o b e r t  C a r r  w a s a p a r t ic u la r  fr ie n d  o f C u n n in g h a m 's , &  is m e n tio n e d  
as su ch  o n  th e  t o m b  ston e  u n d e r w h ic h  he w as lik e w ise  a fte r  a  lapse  o f 

y e a rs  in te r re d  (see th e  ston e  10). M r. C a rr  w as fo re m a n  in  th e  Chronicle 
office : he  w a s a  m a n  o f  g re a t a b ilit ie s , a n d  a p o e t o f n o  o r d in a ry  m e rit . 

T h e  in s c r ip t io n  o n  th e  en d  o f  th e  to m b  stone w a s w r it te n  b y  h im , v iz .  

He gathered the Essence of Simplicity and ranged it in Pastoral Verse, 
T h is  s e n t im e n t w a s so p lac e d  as to  catch  th e  eye  o f  th e  p ass in g  stranger, 

w h o  n e v e r  fa ile d  to  e n q u ire  w h o  w as in te rre d  th e re , a n d  w o u ld  d ro p  a  
s ig h  to  th e  m e m o ry  o f  p o o r  C u n n in g h a m .

M r. C a r r  in v a r ia b ly  used  th e  s ig n a tu re  o f Primrose, e xc ep t to  e lection  

songs. The Song of Jesmond Mill, Modesty's Cap,11 8c v a r io u s  o th e rs  

w e re  o f  h is  w r it in g . H e  m ig h t  ju s t ly  be  sa id  to  ‘ catch  th e  l iv in g  m a n n e rs  

as t h e y  r o v e  ' : h e  w a s  m o s t h a p p y  in  t u rn in g  th e  local occurrences o f 

th e  d a y  in t o  p o e t ry , w o u ld  w r ite  a  so n g  to  s u it  a n y  occasion, &  a d o p t  th e  

sam e t o  a  p o p u la r  tu n e . T h is  p e c u lia r  ta le n t  m a d e  h im  as m u c h  v a lu e d  

b y  h is  f r ie n d s  as d re a d e d  b y  h is  enem ies : som e o f th e  best e lection  songs 
t h a t  e v e r  a p p e a re d  o n  th e  s id e  o f F re e d o m  w e re  w r it te n  b y  h im . H e  h a d  

n o  d es ire  t h a t  h is  w r it in g s  sh o u ld  l iv e  a fte r h im  ; h is  o n ly  w ish  w as to  
ra ise  th e  m e r r im e n t  o f  th e  d a y , b u t, as th e  fra g m e n ts  o f  h is  w r it in g  

w h ic h  y e t  re m a in  h a v e  been  a tt r ib u te d  to  d iffe re n t peop le , I  h a v e  sa id  

th e  a b o v e  in  ju s tic e  to  h is  m e m o ry . S a ra h  H o d g s o n .

John  Cunningham to Patrick Cunningham, Statuary, W illiam  
Street, D ublin .12

N .  S h ie lds , O c t . 27th , 1765.

D r .  B ro th e r . Y o u r  la s t  g a v e  m e  concern . I  f la t te r 'd  m y s e lf  t h a t  o u r  

o w n  c o u n t r y  w o u ld  a t  so m e  t im e  o r  o th e r  be ta u g h t  to  v a lu e  a n d  re w a rd

10 I n  S t .  J o h n ' s  c h u r c h y a r d ,  N e w c a s t l e .  T h e  s t o n e  w a s  r e s t o r e d  b y  t h e  l a t e  M r .  

J o s e p h  C o w e n .

11 T h e s e  t w o  s o n g s  w e r e  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  Ladies' Memorandum Booh o f  1 7 7 2 ,  a n d ,  w i t h  

m u s i c  b y  * M r .  H o d g s o n  o f  N e w c a s t l e /  in  t h e  Lady's Magazine, L o n d o n ,  1 7 7 3 .

1 2  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Diet. Nat. Biog. J o h n  C u n n i n g h a m  h a d  a  b r o t h e r  n a m e d  P e t e r ,  a  

w e l l  k n o w n  s t a t u a r y  i n  D u b l i n .  A p p a r e n t l y  P a t r i c k  i s  m e a n t .



n a t iv e  m er it . Jf y o u  co n tin u e  in  a  re so lu tio n  of g o in g  to  L o n d o n  le t  m e  
k n ow  in t im e , for I h a v e  w arm  fr ien d s th e re  th a t  I k n o w  ca n  b e  o f serv ic e  
to  y o u . I am  o b lig ed  to  }^ou for th e  tr o u b le  y o u  to o k  in  regard  to  m y  
p rop osa ls, & le t  m e  rem in d  y o u  to  a d v ise  m e w h a t  b o o k se lle r s  I sh a ll  
sen d  p arce ls  to . M y s in ce res t re sp ects  to  Mr. W ilk s ,13 & te l l  h im  th o '  
th e  b o o k s  are a t  th e  p ress I  n ev er  in te n d e d  th e y  sh o u ld  a p p ea r  t i l l  th e  
m id d le  o f n e x t  J an u ary . I sh o u ld  b e h a p p y  to  h ea r  fro m -h im . I w r o te  
J e m m y  s in ce  I rece iv ed  y rs, & w ou ld  to  H a rry  if  I  k n ew  h is  d ir ectio n .
I th a n k  y o u  for fa m ily  n ew s. D e a th  h as m a d e  s tra n g e  h a v o c k  s in ce  m y  
d ep artu re, b u t tis  w h a t  w e  m u st  s u b m it t o ; R em e m b e r  m e a ffe c t io n a te ly  ■ 
to  m y  sisters  & p oor F ran k , & b e liev e  m e, m y  ever d ea r  P a t , m o s t  co r d ia lly  
yr. fr iend  a n d  b ro th er  Jn . C unningham ;

T h e  bearer, Mr. J am iso n , is  a  v e r y  w o r th y  y o u n g  fe llo w  & m y  p a r ticu la r  
friend, h e  is an  e x c e lle n t  engraver, b u t  as h e  n ev er  w a s  b efo r e  in  Ire la n d  
I m u st  b eg  y o u  to  a fford  h im  as m a n y  l i t t le  s erv ic es  as  y o u  ca n — th e  
o b lig a t io n  w ill b e co n ferr'd  on  m e.
Mrs. Slack to Cunningham, at Stockton.

N .C . J u n e  y e 24th 1766;
Sir. W e ju s t  n o w  re ce iv ed  y o u r  v e r y  a c c e p tib le  fa v o u r  y e  P a s to r a l  

D ia lo g u e , for w h ich  w e  h e a r tily  th a n k  y ou . I  th o u g h t  B o b ,14 .h ad  w r o te  
to  y o u  o n  F r id a y  or I s h o u ’d  h a v e  w ro te  m y se lf  to  th a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  
la s t  fa v o u r , b u t  w e  h a d  i t  n o t  in  our p o w er  to  a d v is e  y o u  a t  D u r h a m  ra ces  
so o n er  th a n  F rid a y , h a v in g  o n ly  rece iv ed  y e  A dvt b y  t h a t  d a y 's  p o s t .
I a m  g la d  y o u  lik ed  our Caftandum  Vulgns : y o u  w o u ld  o b ser v e  th a t  h e  
d id  n o t  co n tr a d ic t a n y  o f our assertio n s, so  c o n se q u e n tly , th o ' h e  sa id  a  
great dea l, h e  sa id  n o th in g  to  th e  p u rp ose, or w h a t w o u ld  req u ire  a n  answ er, 
so  y* y e m o s t  e ffec tu a l w a y  fo r  us to  g u a rd -a g a in st h is  s ch em e s  is  b y  y e  
m a n a g em en t of our p ap er ,15 for w h ich  p u rp ose  w e  m u s t  s o lic it  y e  co n -  
t in u a n ce  o f y o u r  s w e e t & ev e r  a cc ep tib le  m u se . W e  are g la d  to  h ea r  o f  
y ou r g rea t su ccess  a t  S to ck to n . I n eed  n o t  te ll  y o u  t h a t  y o u r  la s t  p a sto ra l 
g o t a  d a n c e  th ro ' a ll th e  L o n d o n  pap ers. Y ou rs, &c., A n n  S lack ,

13 Thomas Wilks, manager of a theatre in Dublin.
14 Robert Carr.
13 This and similar allusions in subsequent letters refer to the quarrel between the 

Slacks and Mr. Isaac Thompson, proprietor of the Newcastle Journal of that time, of 
.which an account has been given by Mr. Oxberry—Proceedings, 3 ser., ix , pp. 179-82. -



-Mrs. Slack to Cunningham, at W hitby.
N e w c a stle , N o v br y e  24th, 1769.

S ir , I  w a s  re jo ic ed  to  see  th e  sh a d o w  o f y o u r  h a n d  in  Mr. B r y m y a r d ’s16 
lr, w h ic h  b y - th e -b y e  w aso w ith o u t  d a te , so  y 1 h ad  i t  n o t  b een  for th e  p o s t  
m ark . I  h a d  n o t  k n o w n  h o w  to  d irect a n  answ er, &c.* I h o p e  y o u  w ill 

' e x c u s e  th e  l ib e r ty  I h a v e  ta k e n  w ith  y o u  in  y e  In tr o d u c tio n  to  y e  L ad ies' 
B o o k , w h ic h  I th o u g h t  in c u m b e n t u p o n  m e, b o th  on  y o u r  a cc o u n t and  
m y  o w n  : o n  y o u r s  as R o b in so n  & R o b ts h a d  ta k en  i t  on  co n d itio n  i t  w as  
re fu sed  to  y e  St. Jam es's C. i t  m ig h t h a v e  g iv e n  o ffen ce to  B a ld w in ,17 
w h ich  y o u  o b s e r v e  I h a v e  p ro v id ed  a g a in s t ; a n d  on  m y  o w n  as I  w o u 'd  
n o t  le t  s lip  so  m ig h ty  a  c o m p lim e n t w h ich  m ig h t b e o f in fin ite  serv ice  in  
sa le  o f y e  In st. : fro m  y e  p ro d ig io u s  n u m b er o f L ad ies' B o o k s  th a t  are  
so ld , o n e  h a lf o f  th e  p u rch a sers of w h ich  c a n n o t p o ss ib ly  ev e n  su sp ec t  
y e  ed ito rs  o f y e tw o  b o o k s  t o  b e  y e sa m e p erso n ,18 a n d  th o se  fe w  th a t  do  

-k n o w  m e m u st  n ec essa r ily  k n o w  y* I h a v e  rece iv ed  p r o v o c a tio n  & in ju stico  
e n o u g h  from  y e q u a r ter  a im ed  a t, c o n se q u e n tly  i t  ca n  b e  n o  d iscred it fo  
3̂ ou to  figu re in  a  g o o d  cau se . I h er ew ith  sen d  y o u  tw o  L ad ies' B o o k s  
fo r  y o u r se lf  & y o u r  la ss  ; w ith  t v ro or th r ee  h a n d  b ills  o f w h a t a p p eared  
in  y e S t. J a m e s 's  C h ro n ic le  so m e  tim e  ago , as y o u 'll see  b y  y e In tro d u c tio n ,

. a n d  fo r  w h ic h  w e  s ta n d  in d e b te d  to  a n  u n k n o w n  friend .
Mr. S la ck  a p p ly 'd  fo r  y o u  for th is  to w n  w h en  d esired  b u t g o t  fo r  an sw er  

th a t  i t  w a s  en g a g e d  fo r  A u s tin 's  Co., b u t  w e  h ea r la te ly  t h a t  th e y  ca n n o t  
c o m e t i l l  n ea r  C a n d lem as, w h ic h  y e to w n  is a  l i t t le  sh a g g reen 'd  at. N o w  
i f  y o u  th o u g h t  i t  w o r th  y o u r  w h ile  a n d  co u ld  p rocu re th e  M o oth a ll, i t
w o u ld  b e  r u n n in g  a  m a rch  u p o n  th e m  W e are g la d  y o u  are
c o m in g  to  th is  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  w h en  I h o p e  w e  sh a ll b e ab le , & y o u 'l l  b e  
rea d y , to  g o  o n  w ith  a n o th e r  e d itio n  o f y o u r  p oem s. W e h a v e  w r it to  
L o n d o n  to  u rg e  i t  & p u rp o se  t o  ta k e  h a lf  th o se  th e y  h a v e  u p o n  h a n d  if  

-required , to  h a v e  th e m  a t  o n c e  in to  a  b e tte r  se llin g  size . W h en  w e  h ear  
fr o m  th e m  w ill  le t  y o u  k n o w , Mr. S la ck , B o b  & m y  y o u n g  fo lk s  a ll jo in  
in  c o m p lim e n ts  t o  Mr. C u n n in g h am .

Sir, Y o u r  m o s t  o b lig e d  h u m b le  serv*. A n n  S lack.
O ur c o m p lim e n ts  t o  Mr. & Mrs. B ry m y a r d

16 A member of Bates’s company in which his wife was f leading lady.’
17 Henry Baldwin, editor of the St. James's Chronicle, a friend and correspondent of 

Cunningham
18 Mrs..Slack, under her maiden name, Anne Fisher, compiled the Pleasing Instructor, 

and also edited The Ladies' Memorandum Booh, anonymously. See Arch. Ael., 3rd ser.,
34-36.



Robert Carr to Cunningham, at Sunderland.

N’Castle, Jan. 19 , 177 0 .
Dr Cuny,

I  su p p o se  y o u  b e lie v e  , m e, a s  I h a v e  for so m e t im e  su p p o se d  y o u  to  
b e d ead . W h a t  ! n o t  o n e  le tte r  to  in fo rm  us of y o u r  n ear a p p r o a ch  to  
N ew c a stle . N o  m a tte r , w h ils t  I  s tr ik e  y o u  for id le n ess , co n sc ie n c e  te lls  
m e to  lo o k  to  th e  m ora l o f y o u r  fa b le  o f th e  Cat &  the F o x , or th e  F o x  dy 
the Cat, I  d o n ’t  k n ow  w h ich . H o w e v e r  o n e w o u ld  th in k  our n ea r  s itu a tio n  
to  ea ch  o th er  m ig h t r e v iv e  a  w e e k ly  co rresp on d en ce for th e  n ew s, a s  i t  
goes. I ’m  g la d  y o u r  p a tro n  Sc g rea t fr iend , th e  M— s o f G ra n b y, h a s  co m e  
o v e r  to  us. I c o n g r a tu la te  y ou  on  th is  great, th is  u n e x p e c te d , e v e n t . 
Y ou  m a y , Sc I h o p e  y o u  w ill, h a v e  th e  h o n o u r  o f b e in g  d ir ec ted  t o  o n c e  
m o re b y  th a t  C ham p, o f L ib er ty , th a t  usu rper o f a lm o st  a ll m y  th o u g h ts , 
w ords & a ctio n s , th e  im m o rta l M r W ilk es. I w ish  y o u  g re a t su c ce ss  in  
y r  n ew  resid en ce . T h e  g en ts  here, in  th e  th e a tr ic a l w a y , I  b e lie v e  w ill 
d o  w ell. T h e y  h a d  a  v er y  fu ll h o u se  th e  first n ig h t. M a ssay , w h o  p er­
form ed  Jobson  t h a t  n ig h t, w a s  g re a tly  in su lte d  Sc h ip e d  for h a v in g  ta k e n  
in  th e  to w n  w ith  so m e  lu d icro u s p o em s a t  h is  la s t  d ep a rtu re . H o w e v e r  
h e  ca m e forw ard  Sc to ld  th e  a u d ien ce  th a t  h e  n ev er  h a d  a n y  in te n t io n  o f  
p u b lish in g  h is  son g s, th a t  i t  w a s  d on e a t  th e  u rg en t s o lic ita t io n  o f m a n y  
g e n tle m e n  in  to w n , & if  a n y  o ffen ce h a d  b een  g iv e n  th e reb y , h e  h u m b ly  
a sk ed  p ard on  ! W h ich  w as g ra n ted  w ith  an  eclat. J a c k  M u rd ock  w a s  h ere  
so m e tim e  in  a u tu m n , Sc p u rp o sed  to  ca ll a t  S ca rb o ro u gh  in  h is  w^ay h o m e  
to  see  y o u . W h eth er  h e  d id  or n o t  n e ith er  y o u  n or h e  h a s  b een  so  c iv il 
a s to  te ll  m e. Mr Sc M rs S la ck  sen d  th e ir  c o m p lim e n ts  to  y o u , Sc w o u ld  
b e g la d  to  see  y o u  over, th e  first frost. Y o u ’ll p lea se  g iv e  m y  co m p lim e n ts  
to  th e  g en ts  o f y o u r  Compy w h o  y o u  k n ow  I a m  a c q u a in te d  w ith , to  Mr 
G raham , Sc h e a r t ily  to  y o u rself, Sc b e liev e  m e  D r C u n y

Y o u r u n sh a k en  friend , R t. Carr.
Patrick Cunningham to John Cunningham.

D u b lin  26th F e b ., 1770 . 
M y D ea re st B ro r. 1 rea ly  a m  su rp rised  y o u  h a v e  n e v e r  fa v o u re d  m e  
w ith  a n  a n sw er to  a n y  o f m y  le tters , I m a y  sa y  fo r  so m e  y ea rs, a n d  as 1 
u n d ersta n d  y o u  e n jo y  a n  in d ifferen t s ta te  o f h e a lth  i t  m a k e s  m e  so m e tim e s  
d isp a ir  o f ev er  h a v in g  th e  p lea su re  o f see in g  y o u , b u t  h o p e , a s  I n e v e r  
offen ded  y o u , th a t  y o u  w ill o b lig e  m e w ith  an  a n sw er  t o  th is . In m y



la s t  I  a c q u a in te d  y o u  m y  w ife  w a s  in  a  d ec lin in g  s ta te  o f h ea lth , in d eed  
I h a v e  h u rried  th e  d ea r  w o m a n  a b o u t s ix  w ee k s  ago . S h e h as le f t  m e  th e  
fa th e r  o f fo u r  li t t le  b o y s , th e  e ld e s t  o f w h ich  is n o t  te n  y ea r  o ld . I m u st  
e n d e a v o ir  as  'well a s  I  ca n  to  g e t  th e m  b read  Sc ed u ca tio n , Sc h o p e  G od  
w ill fa v o ir  m y  in te n tio n s . I m u st a lso  in fo rm  y o u  th a t  our g o o d  a u n t  

- N e l ly  d ied  s in ce  in  D ro g h e d a , and  w ith  u n rem itte d  illn a tu re  h a th  c u t t  
u s a n d  h er  b r o th e r ’s ch ild ren  off w ith  a  sh illin g  each, le a v in g  h er m o n e y  
 ̂Sc e ffects , e s te e m ’d n ea r  2,000^, to  o n e  M agrane a n d  o n e  M cgow an , m erch ts 
in  D ro g h e d a , to  b e  e q u a lly  d ev id ed  b e tw e en  th em . W e  are n o t  m u ch  
d is a p p o in te d  in  our e x p e c ta t io n s  from  her, as sh e  w as a lw a y s  p reju d iced  
a g a in st  us, b u t  G od  fo r g iv e  her. . I m u st  n ow  e n tr e a t y o u  w ill w r ite  m e  
an a c c o u n t h o w  y o u  are in  h ea lth , a n d  y o u r  s itu a tio n  in  life , w h eth e r  
y o u  re ce iv e  en o u g h  o f th e  g if ts  o f  F o r tu n e  to  m a k e  life  h ap p y , a n d  w h eth e r  
y o u  w ill ev e r  fa v o u r  us w ith  a  v is it . I k n ow  n o th in g  w o u ld  b e m ore agre- 
a b le  to  m e  th a n  to  h a v e  th e  p lea su re  o f see in g  y o u  here, a n d  m a k e  n o  
d o u b t b u t  brors J e m m y  & H a rry  w ill co m e to  D u b lin  o n  th a t  occasio n , 
Sc w e  sh a ll b e  h a p p y  in  o n e  l i t t le  ju b ilee  o f  our o w n  to  co m m em o ra te  our  
y o u th fu l d a y s , b efo re  h o a r y  t im e  h as la id  h is  h a n d  to o  h e a v y  on  us. '

I h a v e  ta k e n  s is ter  N e l ly  h o m e  to  p resid e  o ver  m y  li t t le  fa m ily  a n d  w e  
b eg in  t o  b e  h a p p ily  in  ord er a ga in . S h e  a n d  th e  li t t le  o n es d esire  to  b e  
rem em b ered  in  th e  k in d e s t m a n n er to  y o u , a n d  I rem ain

Y o u r  m o st  affec* bror P a tk  C u n n in gh am .
Cunningham to Robert Carr.

S u n d er la n d  15th  M ay, 1771. 
M y D r B ob . I  w a s  d is tr e s t  w h en  I h eard  y o u  h a d  b een  o v e r  to  S h ie ld s  
& I h a d  n o t  co m e u p  to  see  y o u . T h e  en c lo sed  re tu rn ’d  p ro of I h a d  se n t  
to  th e  carrier, b u t  b y  so m e  m is ta k e  or o th er  tw a s  fo rg o t to  b e sen t. I  
b e lie v e  y e  m is ta k e  w a s  o w in g  to  th e  ca rele ssn ess  o f a  serv a n t, b eca u se  
th e  w o m a n , w h er e  I lo d g ’d, s e n t  i t  a fte r  m e  Sc I re ce iv ed  i t  h ere  y e s te r d a y . 
In  N oo n ld edge is  s e t  d o w n  for hedge, & in  K itty  Fell, sooths in s te a d  o f  
smooths. T h e  m u lt ip lic ity  o f n o te s  o f ad m ira tio n , I  th in k , b u t  y o u  are  
a  b e tte r  ju d g e , w o u ld  a d m it  o f  correction . I  h a v e  m ark ed  som e. I

19 A writer in the Critical Review of March, 1766, whose remarks were reprinted in the 
Newcastle Chronicle of the 19th April, 1766, after quoting the stanzas on Morning, Noon 
and Evening, expresses the opinion that this piece shews Cunningham to he possessed 
of a lively imagination and to be worthy of a place among the first descriptive poets of 
that age. - .. ...................



w ou ld  h a v e  b ee n  o v e r  y e s te r d a y , b u t w a s  o b lig ed  to  a t te n d  tw o  reh ea rsa ls';  
m o rn in g  v iz , & e v e n in g , for The School for Rakes ,- w h ic h  w e  p la y  to n ig h t .  
I h a v e  s e n t  M rs M o n ta g u e 's  e le g a n t  le t te r  th a t  y e  m a y  a ll s e e  it . I t  
h o n o u rs  m e  to o  m u ch . I sh a ll th a n k  M rs S la ck , I  h o p e , in  p e r so n  ; & 
w ou ld  c o n su lt  h er & y ou , & ev e ry b o d y , w h eth er  I  sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  M r 
G arrick  in  th e  c lass  w e  h a v e  p la ced  h im . Y o u n g  M r H a rr iso n  w a s  d is ­
p lea s 'd  a t  m y  in ser tin g  th e  lin es  on  h is  fa th er , a s  th e  m en t io n in g 'h is -n a m e  
ren ew ed  th e  fa m ily  d istress , & b eg s  i t  m a y  b e  o m itte d  in  th e  ed itio n . 
W ith  m y  co rd ia l re sp e cts  to  Mr & Mrs S la ck  & th e  la d ie s. I a m , m y  g o o d  
lad , Y rs, J . C u nn ingh am . ' -
S en d  M rs M o n ta g u e’s le tte r  back , m y  g oo d 'la d .
Mrs. Slack to Cunningham at the Theatre, Scarborough.

N e w c a s t le  S e p t. y e -4th 1 771. 
S ir. I  g o t  y o u rs  o f S ep t. y e  1st a n d  o n e  b efore  w h ich  I  n e v e r  a ck n o w le d g e d  
b ec a u se  I th o u g h t B o b  had . W e a ll th o u g h t  i t  b e s t  to  c o n tin u e  y e  o ld  
d ed ic a t io n  on  a ll a cco u n ts , a s  y o u  co n tin u e d  to  d e d ic a te  to  y e  sa m e  p erson . 
I h a v e  n o t  h ea rd  from  Mrs M o n tag u e s in ce  y o u  le f t  S h ie ld s .

• Y o u r  b o o k  is  a ll o ff n ow , b u t n o t  d ry  en o u g h  to  b in d  ; a  m o n th  or tw o  
la te r  o f  y e  sea so n  is  y e  p ro p er sea so n  for p u b lish in g  y o u  m a y  d ep en d  o f 
it , a n d  if  y o u r  fr ien d  B u rk  G rey  E sq . w a s  in  ea rn est W ith h is  su b sc r ip tio n  
h e'll d o  i t  s t i l l— it  w ill b e w e ll a d v er tised . Mr S la c k  is  n o w  in  L o n d o n . 
I h a v e  w ro te  h im  to  g e t  y o u  a n  ad d ress to  y e  sa id  B u rk  G rey, & if  y o u  
h a v e  a n y  co m m a n d s in  L o n d o n  w rite  to  Mr S la ck  a t  R o b e r tso n  & R o b e rts . 
I se n t y o u  so m e n o tes  to  D u rh a m  u p o n  a  Mr W a lla ce , &c., w h ic h  I h o p e  
y o u  h a v e  got, & if  y o u  w a n t a  l i t t le  su p p ly  t i l l  y o u r  b o o k  b e a b ro a d  y o u  
m u st co n tr iv e  h o w  I m u st  re m it i t  to . y ou . T h ese  are b u t  co m m o n  .& 
tr iflin g  o b lig a tio n s  to  w h a t Mr C u n n in gh am 's m u se ca n  co n fer  u p o n  m e  : 
n o w  w e  are g o in g  o n  w ith  th e  Ladies' M em orandum  Book & I  h o p e  to. be. 
fa v o u red  w ith  a  P a s to r a l S o n g  or som e re co m m en d a to r y  a r tic le  from  
C u nn ingh am , or w e  sh a ll lo se  groun d  w ith  it. I a m  to  e x p e c t  n o  fa v o u r  
from  M r Carr th is  y ea r  i t  seem s, lik e  y e  o verfed  g o o se  h e  h a s  tu r n e d  u se le ss  
s in ce  h is  lo tte r y  t ick e t , & fo rg o t w h o  g a v e  i t  h im  ; a n d  for m y  o w n  p a r t  
D a m e  Care h as e n tire ly  d es tr o y ed  m y  fa n cy , w ith  a ll th e  p o e tic a l ta le n ts  
I w as ev e r  m istress  of. Y o u 'll th in k  I w a s  p ro fu se  in  g iv in g  y o u r  fa v o u rs  
to  y e  Ladies' M a g . y t I m ig h t h a v e  tran sfered  to  m y  o w n  u s e ; but. you 'll 
co n sid er  y t y o u r  b oo k  w h ich  c o n ta in s  th e m  m u st;  a t  a n y  ra te , b e  published 
b efore y e  L ad ies' B o o k  in  w h ich  therefore they co u ld  not h a v e  b ee n  originals,



&  as M r C u n n in g h a m , I 'm  p e rsu a d e d , c a n n o t b e sto w  h is  le isu re  t im e  b e tte r 

t o  h is  l ik in g  y n t o  w r ite  m e  o n e  I  f la tte r  m y s e lf  I  s h a ll h e a r  f ro m  h im  in  
a  w e e k  o r  te n  d a y s  tim e .

Y o u ’l l  p e rh a p s  k e e p  to  y o u rs e lf  w h a t  I  h a v e  h in te d  a b o u t  B o b , w h ic h  

is  h o w e v e r  v e r y  t ru e , b u t  m a y  re q u ire  som e e x p la n a tio n  a t  o u r  n e x t  
m e e tin g .

S a y  h o w  lo n g  y o u T l  s ta y  a t  S c a rb o ro u g h  &  w h a t  is y e  n e x t  to w n  y o u  
g o 'to .

I  a m , S ir ,  Y o u r s  s in c e re ly , & c., A n n  S la c k .

Cunningham to  Mrs. Slack.
S c a rb o ro u g h , S e p t., 13th, 1771. 

M a d a m . I  w ro te  to  y o u . a  p o s t o r  tw o  ago. T h o ’ n o t  fa v o u re d  w ith  

a c k n o w le d g m e n t, I  h o p e  m y  le tte r  w as rece ived . O n e  o f  o u r  s in g in g  ladies 

re q u e s te d  a  b a lla d  w it h  a  b u r th e n  ; I  set a b o u t  i t  in  hopes (t r if l in g  as i t  is) 

y o u r  M e m o ra n d u m  m ig h t  a d m it  it . T i s  w ro te  o n  th e  o th e r  side. T i s  a  

p i t y  w e  h a d  n o t  c o n t r iv e d  to  m a k e  o u r  p u b lic a t io n  be fo re  th e  S c a rb o ro u g h  
s p a w  season. T h e  E a r l  o f  K in g s to n  &  h is  la d y  sen t fo r  m e  a b o u t  i t ; 

( th e y  a re  m y  c o u n t r y  fo lk ) m y  a n sw e r w a s a  b la n k . W e  a re  n o t  y e t  

d e te rm in e d  a b o u t  o u r  ro u te . I  beg to  h e a r f ro m  y o u . W a lla c e ’s a c c o u n t 

I  w i l l  a n sw e r fo r  ; th e  o th e r  I  sh a ll d o  m y  e n d e a v o u r  to  a tta in . T h e  

a n n e x e d  is  in  n o  h a n d s  b u t  m in e , o u r  m u s ic a l c o m p o s e r’s, &  n o w  in  y o u rs  ; 

so  t h a t  i t  s h a ll be  e n t ir e ly  y o u rs , i f  i t  p leases y o u  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  be so.

■ W i t h  respe cts  u n lim ite d , I  a m  y o u rs  w it h  a tta c h m e n t, J  no. C u n n in g h a m . 
W r it e  to  m e, ’t w i l l  g iv e  m e  s p ir its , w h ic h  I  r e a ly  w a n t.

Mrs. Slack to Cunningham, at Scarborough.
N ew c a stle , Sep* 17th, 1771. 

S ir .  I  re c e ive d  y o u r  tw o  k in d  le tte rs  c o n ta in in g  y o u r  tw o  e x c e lle n t 
songs fo r  w h ic h  I  h e a r t i ly  t h a n k  y o u , t h e y  h a v e  q u ite  set m e  u p . M r 

S la c k  is  a t  L o n d o n , &  h a s  been  fo r  som e tim e , o n  w h ic h  a c c o u n t I  h a v e  

been  to o  m u c h  h u r r ie d  w it h  business to  be  so p u n c tu a l in  m y  c o rre s p o n d ­

ence as I  c o u ’d  h a v e  w ish e d . W e  sh a ll d r y  y o u r  t it le  sheets d ire c t ly  to  

be  r e a d y  to  send  a  fe w  b o o k s  to  y o u  in  a  w e e k ’s t im e , i f  y o u  choose it , &  
a d v is e  h o w  w e  a re  to  se n d  th e m  &  to  w h a t  q u a rte r , as y o u  ta lk  o f  re m o v in g  

f ro m  S c a rb o ro u g h . I  a m  s o r r y  t h a t  y e  w a n t  o f  y m s h o u ’d  h a v e  been  a n y  

in c o n v e n ie n c e  to  y o u  n o w , in  th e  S p a w  S e a so n  ; h o w e v e r  t h e y  a re  n o t



su ffic ie n tly  h a rd e n e d  fo r  b in d in g , Sc I  h o p e  y o u r  fr ie n d s  w i l l  f in d  y o u  w h e n  

t h e y  are. I  sh a ll g iv e  y o u  m a n y  a p u ff  in  a d v e rt is in g  th e  L a d ie s ’ B o o k  

respe ctin g  y o u r  songs Sc d o  n o t  d o u b t  b u t  th is  e d it io n  o f  y o u r  p oe m s, 

b e in g  a r ig h t  p o rta b le  size, w i l l  go  off lik e  sm oke, &  to  p r in t  y o u  a n o th e r  

e d it io n  o f  th e m  a g a in st th e  n e x t  S p a w  S ea son , Sc p r a y ,  g o o d  S ir ,  w h a t  a re  

y o u  h ip p in g  a t  ? W h a t ’s th e  m a tte r  w it h  y o u r  s p ir its  ? S u c h  a  p ro v id e n t  

h a n d  as M a ste r S m o lle t, o r  su ch  econom ists  as m a n y  o f  y r S co ts  s c rib b e lle rs  

are, w o u ld  m a k e  a  fo rtu n e  o f  G e n iu s  fa r  in fe r io r  to  y o u rs , &  ro l l  a b o u t  

in  th e ir  coaches, w h ile  y o u  are d e s p o n d in g  fo r  s p ir its  t o  s u p p o rt  y o u  u p o n  

y o u r  h u m b le  s tu m p s  ! L e t  us h e a r n o  m o re  o f  y o u r  w h in in g  : G o d  h e lp s  

y m m o s t w h o  s t r iv e  to  h e lp  th em selves. Y o u  h a v e  n o th in g  to  d o  b u t  ta k e  

care of y o u r  m o n e y , y o u ’ll  g et i t  fa s t e n o u g h  b y  y o u r  p u b lic a t io n s , i f  y o u  

w o u ld  re n e w  a n d  g et a n o th e r  v o l.,  w h e th e r  y o u  h e a r f ro m  M a ste r G a r r ic k  

o r  n o t. M r S la ck  com es h o m e  o n  S a tu rd a y , w h ic h  w il l  set m e  a t  l ib e r t y  

to  p la g u e  y o u  w it h  letters, w h ic h  y o u  m a y  d e p e n d  I  s h a ll d o , so  enclose 
y o u  a lit t le  n o te  to  p a y  th e  postage o f th e m , t i l l  w e g e t y o u  n e a re r  h a n d  us.- 

G e t  y* o th e r  n o te  o f o u rs  u p , o r  speak  to  M r. B a te s  t o  g e t i t  f o r  y o u . N o w  

le t m e  t h a n k  y o u  a g a in  fo r  y o u r  in g e n io u s  songs,29 y o u  k n o w  n o t  h o w  m u c h  

t h e y  h a v e  o b lig e d  m e. ' ’ ~

I  a m , S ir , y o u r  v e r y  sincere fr ie n d , A n n  S lack .

Mrs. Slack to Cunningham, at Scarborough.
N ’Castle , O c t . y e  25 ^/7 1 .

S ir. I  rec e ive d  y o u rs  o f th e  22d in st. Sc fo rw a rd e d  y o u .  t w o  d o z e n  o f  
y o u r  b o o k s  t o d a y  b y  y e  Y o r k  c a rrie r, d ire c te d  fo r  y o u  as th is  le tte r. 

I  h o p e  y o u ’l l  get th e m  safe t h o ’ I ’m  a fra id  t is  a  cross ro a d . W e  a re  a ll  

s o r r y  fo r  y o u r  i l l  h e a lth , b u t  h o p e  y o u  are  n o t  so i l l  b u t  t h a t  y o u  can  get" 

to  th e  c o m p a n y , o r  to  W h it b y .  A s  soon  as y o u  h a v e  re c e ive d  Sc d e l iv e r ’d  

th e  b o o k s  a b o v e  m e n tio n e d  to  y o u r  fr ie n d s  th e re  w e  c a n  v e n tu re  to  send  

y o u  w h a t  bo o k s y o u  w a n t  to  W h it b y ,  to  a n y  p e rs o n ’s c are  y o u ’l l  d ire c t  us. 

Y o u  d id  n o t  s a y  y o u  h a d  g o t a n y  m o n e y  o f  M r B a te s , I  h o p e  y o u  d id /  

b u t  M r S la ck  sa ys I  s h o u ld  h a v e  sent y o u  a b il l  u p o n  h im . I  d id  n o t  

k n o w  y t M r B a tes ow ed  us a n y  m o n e y  o r I  w o u ld . I  h a v e  n o t  h e a rd  f ro m  

M rs M o n ta g u e  since y o u  le ft  us, b u t  d o  n o t  t h in k  y o u  s h o u ld  send  a n y  

(books) to  M r W h it e  t i l l  y o u  send  to  y o u r  p u b lis h e rs  a t  L o n d o n  t o  a v o id

. 20 The Winter of Life and The Birthday of. Phyllis, afterwards set to music by William 
Shields. ' ■ .



offence. T h e y  d o  n o t  t h in k  p ro p e r  t o  p u b lis h  in  L o n d o n  t i l l  n e a r C h ris tm a s , 

w it h  y e  M e m o ra n d u m  B o o k s . W e  s h a ll ta k e  care M r W h it e  has th e m  

b e fo re  p u b lic a t io n , &  a d v is e  y o u  a c c o rd in g ly . Y o u r  l r o f  th e  18th in s t  

w o u ’d  a ffo rd , o r  a d m it , o f  som e a n im a d v a rs io n s , b u t  I  sh a ll fo rg e t e v e ry ­

th in g  so o n e r th a n  th e  g re a t o b lig a tio n s  w e  s ta n d  u n d e r  to  M r C u n n in g h a m  

since  th e  f irs t  c o m m e n c e m e n t o f  th e  C h ro n ic le , &  in  re t u rn  w il l  e ve r be  

h is  f r ie n d  in  th e  b e st sense o f  th e  w o rd , t h o ’ i t  m a y  n o t  a lw a y s  be  c o n ­
s is te n t w it h  y o u r  sense o f  i t : n o r  does M r S la c k  w ish , I  a m  sure, to  m a k e  

a n y  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  y o u  w it h o u t  a d e q u a te  re tu rn s  ; he w a n ts  y o u  to  be  

c a re fu l fo r  y o u r  o w n  sake, y t  y o u  m a y  h a v e  m o n e y  in  b a n k  w h e n  a l l ’s 

d on e . W e  a re  a ll  d istre sse d  a t  y o u r  c o m p la in ts  o f  b a d  h e a lth , & a re  
a f ra id  y o u ’v e  m o re  u n h a p p in e s se s  in  t h a t  c o m p a n y  th a n  y o u ’l l  m e n tio n . 

H a d  n o t  y o u  b e tte r  a cc e pt o f  M r D ig g ’s 21 in v it a t io n  to  S c o tla n d  ; o r  com e 

t o  s ta y  w it h  us a w h ile  : i f  y o u  m a k e  n o  m o n e y  y o u  h a d  b e tte r  le a ye  i t  

&  go  w h e re  y o u r  m in d  is  m o re  a t  ease. G o d  bless y o u , le t  u s  h e a r f ro m  

y o u  soon. I  s h a ll g et M rs M o n ta g u e ’s b o o k s  b o u n d  &  sen t soon. .
Y o u r  v e r y  sincere fr ie n d , A n n  S lack.

Mrs. Slack to Cunningham, a t Scarborough.
N e w c a stle , N o v .  5th, 1771. 

S ir .  I  h o p e  y o u  re c e iv e d  y o u r  b o o k s  a d v is e d  o n  in  m y  la s t  Sc a re  re a d y  

fo r  m o re  ; w e  a re  n o w  s e n d in g  th e m  o ff w it h  y e  M e m o ra n d u m s  Sc as 

M r R o b e rts o n  in  y e  Y o r k  C o m p a n y  is  y o u r  f r ie n d  c a n  sen d  h im  as m a n y  

as y o u  p lease  to  d isp o s e  o f  a m o n g  y o u r  f r ie n d s  in  th e  C o m p a n y . N o w  

m in d  n o t  to  b e  to o  p ro fu s e  in  g iv in g  copies a w a y , y o u  re m e m b e re d  y o u r  

f r ie n d s  in  y o u r  f irs t  e d it io n , y o u  m u s t  sa ve  m o n e y  b y  th is . M rs M o n ta g u e  

is  n o t  y e t  c o m e  t o  h e r  h o u se  in  L o n d o n  b u t  w i l l  be in  to w n  b y  th e  t im e  

th e  b o o k s  g e t u p . W e  se n d  M essrs. R o b in s o n  &  Co. t h e ir ’s th is  w eek  

Sc s h a ll se n d  M r W h it e  h is  a t  th e  sam e tim e . I  h a v e  tw o  b in d in g  in  th e  

m o s t  e le g a n t ta s te  fo r  M rs M o n ta g u e  w h ic h  I  s h a ll ta k e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  se n d  b y  so m e  passe n ge rs g o in g  in  th e  f l y  Sc w o u ’d  h a v e  y o u  se n d  a  
le t te r  to  enclose  a lo n g  w it h  th e m , o r  y o u  m a y  w r ite  h e r  d ire c t ly  Sc s a y 'y *  

y o u  h a v e  g iv e n  m e  s u c h  a n  o rd e r  Sc t h a t  she w il l  re c e ive  th e  b o o k s  in  a  

fe w  d a y s  ; Sc m in d  t o  h in t  t o  h e r  y t  i f  a n y  m o re  be  w a n t in g  fo r  h e r  fr ie n d s  

s h e ’l l  p le ase  t o  se n d  t o  e ith e r  y o u rs e lf  o r  m e  w it h  h e r  o rd e rs . I f  she

; 21 Manager of the Play House, Edinburgh, with whom Cunningham was a prime 
favourite.— Diet. Nat. Biog.



sen d s  to  R o b e rtso n  Sc R o b e r ts  th e y  .w ill e x p e c t  a  b o o k se lle r ’s p ro fit u p o n  
th e m , w e ’ll n o t  d esire  it , w e  h a v e  n o  o th er  m o t iv e  th a n  to  serv e  y o u  in  
th e  p u b lic a tio n , b u t if  y o u r  fr ien d  M* W h ite  w ill- serv e  h er  o rd ers w ith o u t  
a n y  d ra w b a ck  u p o n  y o u , y o u  h a d  b e s t  refer h er  to  h im , w h ich  w ill s t i l l  
b e  rea d y er & g iv e  h er le ss  trou b le ., I ch o o se  to  h a v e  y® tw o  b o o k s  a b o v e  
m en tio n e d  b o u n d  h ere ra th e r  th a n  refer th e m  to  R o b in so n  Sc 'R o b er ts  
le s t  t h e y  s h o u ’d n e g le c t  t i l l  th e y  h a d  g iv e n  o u t  o th er  co p ie s , & sh e  s h o u ’d 
h a v e  y e first b y  a ll m ea n s. I  k n e w  sh e  w a s  o u t  o f  to w n  or th e y  s h o u ’d  
h a v e  b een  b ou n d  soon er, Sc y e  lo n g er  t im e  th e y  h a v e  to  d ry  b efo re  b o u n d  
th e  b etter . T is  v e r y  e le g a n t ly  p r in ted  d ep en d  o f it . W r ite  im m e d ia te ly  
o n  th e  r e c e ip t o f  th is  h o w  y o u  are & w h ere, G od b le ss  y o u , in  h a ste . ~ 

Y o u r  v e r y  assu red  friend , e tc ., A n n  S la ck .
W e s h o u ’d  h a v e  a d v er tise d  y o u .e ’er n o w  b u t w a n t to  h a v e  y e  b o o k s  in  

ye h a n d s o f th e  tr a d e  first, w h ich  is  a  g r e a t a d v a n ta g e  to  a n y  p u b lic a tio n . 
I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y th in g  p a r ticu la r  to  sa y  in  a d v e r tis in g  a d v is e  im m e d ia te ly .  
N o w  if  I  d o  n o t  h ea r  from  y o u  b y  retu rn  o f th e  p o s t  I sh a ll th in k  y o u  are  
d ead .

Mrs. Slack to Cunningham, at Scarborough.

N e w c a s tle , M arch  3rd, '1772.
S ir. I a m  g la d  to  h ea r y o u  g o t  sa fe  to  S u n d e r la n d  ; th e r e  w a s  a  m a n  
en q u ir in g  for y o u , b u t  n o t  h ea rin g  th a t  y o u  w ere h ere  le f t  n o t  a n y  le tte r .
I h ere sen d  y o u  fou r b o o k s  Sc fou r c u ts , th e  la tte r  o f w h ich  I a m  a t  a  lo ss  
to  c o n tr iv e  w h a t  y o u ’ll m a k e  o f : a s  to  th e  p la te  b e in g  a  d ifferent- s ize  
from  th e  book,, i t  m u st  b e rep la ced  w ith  a 'n e w  o n e  w h o e v e r  liv e s  to  p r in t  
a n o th e r  ed itio n . N o w  y o u ’ll m in d  not* t o 'g iv e  a n y  b o o k s  a w a y ;  but*  
rem em b er t h a t  y o u  h a v e  re ce iv ed  m ore m o n e y  th a n  a ll y e  e d it io n  w ill 
co m e  to , w h ich  m a y  n o t  b e a ll so ld  off th is  m a n y  y ea rs , m a n y  o f th e  
d a m a g ed  o n es  n ev er  a t  a ll p erh ap s, so  m in d  Sc g e t  y o u r se lf  t r im ’d u p  Sc 
co m e  Sc s ta y  w ith  u s aw h ile , b efore  y o u  go  to  D u rh a m  if  y o u  p o s s ib ly  ca n . 
M ind to  m a k e  our m a n  le a v e  y o u  a  Chronicle ev e r y  S a tu r d a y  w h ile  y o u  are  
w ith in  rea ch  o f it . I to ld  h im  la s t  w eek  but' fear h e  h a d  n eg le c te d . L e t  
u s h ea r  from  y o u  as soo n  as p o ssib le  in  y e  p o e tic a l w a y , Sc s e t  a b o u t for a  
seco n d  v o lu m e . I  h a v e  w r it  to  k n o w  w h a t n u m b er  M rs M o n ta g u e  w a n ts , 
Sc to ld  h er  y t y o u  w ere  to  h a v e  y e p ro fits  if  th e y  ca m e  from  u s  or y o u ,  
so  I e x p e c t  s h e ’ll b e gen erou s to  y ou . * J * *

I am , S ir , Y o u r  v e r y  s in c e r e .fr ie n d  Sc h u m b le  S e r vt A n n  S la ck . .



Cunningham to Mrs. Montague, unaddressed; but endorsed by  
Mrs. Slack.

'  C o p y  of I r  to M r s . M o n ta g u e /
N . S h ie ld s , N o v ber 7, 1772. 

M ad am . T h o  in c a p a b le  to  ex p re ss  th e  h a p p in e ss  y o u r  p a r tia l n o t ic e  o f  
m e  b e s to w s , I p re su m e  to  a d d ress  y o u . I  re ce iv ed  y o u r  g en erou s  favor , far  
le ss  v a lu a b le  th a n  th e  h o n o u r  y o u  con ferred  o n  m e  in  y o u r  c o n d escen d in g  
le tte r . M rs S la c k  d es ires  m e  t o  te ll  y o u  h o w  u n h a p p y  sh e  w a s  w h en  la te ly  
in  L o n d o n  n o t  t o  h a v e  y e p le a su r e  o f see in g  y ou . H er  h e a lth  sh e  sa ie s  
w o u ld  n o t  p e r m it  or sh e  w o u ld  h a v e  fo llo w e d  y o u  to  y e co u n try . A s for  
m e I w il l  e n d e a v o u r  to  fo llo w  y e a d v ic e  o f m y  a m ia b le  Sc v a lu a b le  p h y s ic ia n  
Sc t r y  h o w  s o m e  l i t t l e  ex c u r sio n  on  th e  B ord ers o f  P a rn a ssu s  w il l co n tr ib u te  
to  y 1 h e a lth  y o u  a re  k in d  e n o u g h  to  w ish  m e. I w a s  a t  S carb ro . w h en  y r 
o b lig in g  le t te r  a rr iv e d  a t  M rs S la c k ’s, sh e  w a s  n o t  ce r ta in  o f my* d ir ec t  
p la c e  o f re s id en ce  so  w a ite d  fo r  m e  t i l l  I a rr ived  a t  S h ie ld s , w h ere  I n o w  
a m , Sc w h er e  I r e c e iv e d  y r fa v o u rs . Y r in v ita t io n  to  w a it  o n  y o u  w h en  
y o u  a rr iv e  in  y e N o r th  is  a n  a d d it io n a l h on or. I  k n o w  n o t  h o w  to  c lo se  
th is  le tte r . I  c a n  n o t  fin d  a  p ro p er  ex p re ss io n  to  d escr ib e  th e  s e n sa tio n s  
I fe e l o f  r e sp e c t, e s te e m  & g r a titu d e . I ca n  o n ly  s a y  th a t  I  am , w ith  
a tta c h m e n t , Y o u rs, J o h n  C u n n in g h am .
Mrs. Slack to Cunningham, at Darlington.

N e w c a s t le , J u n e  y e i 2 th/7 3 -  
D r S ir . I h a v e  ju s t  r e c e iv e d  y o u r  le t te r  w h ich  h a s  g r e a tly  a fflic ted  m e. 
H o w  u n lu c k y  i t  is  t h a t  n e ith e r  Mr S la c k  n or  I ca n  p o s s ib ly  g e t  to  see  y o u  
ju s t  n ow , fro m  h is  b e in g  in  C u m b erlan d , w h ich  co n fin es m e  a t  h o m e  ; b u t, 
h o w e v e r , a s b a d  sp ir its  are fr e q u e n tly  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  b ad  n erv es, I w o u ld  
fa in  h o p e  th a t  y o u  w il l reco v er , b y  a p p ly in g  for th e  b e s t  a d v ic e . Y ou  
h a v e  fa m o u s  p h y s ic ia n s  in  D a r lin g to n , a n d  as y o u r  d isord er  h a s  ta k e n  a  
d iffer en t fo rm  s in c e  D r. B r o w n  sa w  y o u , a n o th e r  p re sc r ip tio n  m a y  b e  
n ec essa ry . A n d  le t  m e  b eg  o f y o u  n o t  to  w a n t fo r  th e  b e s t  a d v ic e  a n d  th e  
b e s t  a tte n d a n c e , & if  y o u  w a n t  m o n e y , if  Mr B a te s  w il l b e  so  g o o d  as  
a d v a n c e  i t  fo r  y o u  I w il l  r e p a y  h im , w ith  th a n k s  ; y o u  m a y  sh e w  h im  
th is . L a s t  t im e  I sa w  h im  h e  p ro fessed  y e g r e a te s t  fr ien d sh ip  for y o u , 
w h ic h  I a m  su re  h e  w a s  s in ce re  in , a n d  th a t  h e w o u ld  see  y o u  ta k e n  th e  
b e s t  ca re  of. S h o u ld  y o u r  d isord er in crea se  I w ish  w e  co u ld  h a v e  p re v a iled  
u p on  y o u  to  h a v e  c o m e  h ith e r  w h en  y o u  w e n t  from  D u rh am , a n d  w e



should have been happier at having you with us, but beg you to write, or 
get somebody to write, us frequently how you are. And if you do not 
get better before Mr Slack comes home you may then depend upon a visit 
from your very grateful & affectionate friend, Ann Slack.

P S,— Now keep up your spirits (when the heart is gone all is gone) & 
I hope you will live to see all your Newcastle friends, and many a happy 
day yet, & to write my epitaph, & IT1 promise you in return that, if you 
should die first, Mr Slack shall erect a tombstone over his ingenious friend, 
and muster up the best poet we can think of to write yours. Pray let me 
hear from you, or of you, in a post or two.

C u n n in g h a m  to  M rs. Slack. A  p itifu l scrawl, e v id e n tly  w ritte n
in  suffering.

Darlington, 20th June, 1773.
Dr Madam. The post is come in— no letter from Mrs Slack— If I live till 
our benefits are over I ’ll write to you— I rest as I write— I can go no 
further— I remove from this to Durham races. Get me, if you please, a 
private lodging at Newcastle, where I hope to see you. Gcd bless you, 
& yr family. Adieu. Yours truly, John Cunningham.

W h e n  Cunningham  w rote this last letter p ro b a b ly  he had 
made his final appearance on the stage. A p p a r e n tly , being 
unable to p la y  his p a rt at D u r h a m , he came dire ctly fro m  D a r ­
lington to  New castle, where he was received fo r a tim e in to  the 
house of his friends, and his sands ran o u t as has been described. 
H e  d ie d o n  the 18 th  of Septem ber, 1 7 7 3 , aged fo r ty -fo u r .22

.W e  are told  th a t ‘ no fa m ily  h isto ry can be du ll reading wherein 
old letters are cited at le n g th .’ 23 I t  is hoped this m a y  a p p ly  as

22 M r .  J .  C .  H o d g s o n  k i n d l y  s u p p l i e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  :— I n  S i r  H a r r i s  N i c h o l a s ’ s  m e m o i r  

o f  J o s e p h  R i t s o n ,  p r e f i x e d  t o  v o l .  i  o f  t h e  Letters of Joseph Ritson, Esq., L o n d o n ,  1 8 3 3 ,  

p p .  v i - v i i ,  t h e r e  i s  a  f o o t n o t e  c o n t a i n i n g  a  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  o f  C u n n i n g h a m ,  w r i t t e n  

b y  R i t s o n  h i m s e l f ,  w h i c h  c o n c l u d e s  a s  f o l l o w s  :— * T h e  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  d e a t h  w h i c h  

a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  Newcastle Chronicle w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  M r s .  S l a c k ,  w i f e  o f  t h e  p r i n t e r  a t  w h o s e  

h o u s e  h e  d i e d ,  [sic] w h o s e  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  f r i e n d s h i p  - a n d  t e n d e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  m o s t  

in g e n i o u s  a n d  u n h a p p y  m a n  w e r e  a s  m e r i t o r i o u s  a s  i n s t a n c e s  o f  s u c h  a  n a t u r e  a r e  u n ­

c o m m o n . ’

23 Ancestor 1 2 ,  1 0 0 .



well to  the a bo ve , and th a t lig ht is thereby thro w n on the gifted 
personality o f the p o et-player, once a fam iliar figure in the 
n a rro w  streets of the old to w n where, in his wandering life, he 
fo u n d  all he k ne w  o f hom e. U n h a p p ily  the disabilities of our 
poet are no m ore to  be disguised th a n  are his abilities, and it  is 
plain th a t M rs. Slack had set herself a h e a v y  task, alm ost, as it  
were, the guidance of a gro w n-u p  child. Y e t ,  though Cunning­
h a m  is shewn to  have been careless and im p ro vid e n t, are not 
such failings often incidental to the poetic te m p e ra m e n t; and 
th o u gh  he appear indolent and perverse, it  m a y  well be th a t he 
k n e w  his o w n  lim itatio n s better th a n  did those w ho were most 
anxious for his welfare. N e v e r physically strong and frequ ently 
in indifferent h e alth , all his energies were devoted to , and p robab ly 
exhausted b y , the s ta g e ; and, to do h im  justice, a certain strength 
of purpose is shewn in  his steadfast adherence to  the one w a y  of 
life in w h ic h, as i t  seemed to h im , he could earn an independent 
live lih o o d . M o re o ve r, app arently, he had n o . great love of 
w ritin g , b u t w rote o n ly  at odd m om ents, for am usem ent, or in  
response to  the pleadings of his friends. M rs. H o dg son has 
expressed, elsewhere, her belief th a t he more often w rote to 
please her m o th e r, and p u t her in  good h u m ou r w ith  h im , th an 

fro m  a n y  other m o tive . A n d , indeed, it  w ou ld seem th a t his 
life as an actor, in  the gregarious society of his colleagues of 
B a te s ’s c o m pa n y, am ong w h o m , evid ently, he was h ig h ly popular, 
could afford h im  few  opportunities fo r quiet th o u g h t, and b u t 
little  stim ulus to  his poetic fancy.

I n  character, i t  is clear, Cunningham  was k in d ly  a n d a ttra c tiv e . 
F o r  we see h im  as a m a n of m a n y  friends, whose affection he 
inspired, and retained to the end. W h e n  all is said, he alone 
suffered b y  his weaknesses, while his innocent pastoral poems 
and songs gave pleasure, w id e ly spread, to the simple taste of 

his tim e .


