
[R e a d  on 2 7 th  J u l y ,  19 2 1.]
I . — T H E  M A N O R .

B y  J .  C . H o d g s o n , M .A . ,  a V ice -Pre side n t.
T h e  m anor and tow nship of B itc h fie ld  lies on th e  n o rth e rn 

confines of the extensive parish of S ta m fo r d h a m ; i t  is b ounded 
b y  B elsay on the n o rth , b y  Ogle on the east, b y  B la c k  H e d d o n  on 
the w est, and b y  N e w h a m  and  B la c k  H e d d o n  on the so uth. 
I t  has an area of 738 acres, ordnance su rve y, and  in  1 9 1 1 , i t  h a d  
a popu lation of 22.

A  m em ber o f the great b a ro n y  of B y w e ll— w hich consisted of 
estates carved o u t o f the large possessions of the official earls 
of N o rth u m b e rla n d , and conferred b y  W illia m  R u fu s  u p o n G u y  
de B a lio l— Bechefeld was given b y . the la tte r w ith  his d au gh ter 
H a w is  in  m arriage to W illia m  B e rtra m , lo rd  o f M itfo r d , to  be 
held in  socage and a p p a re n tly b y  the p ay m e n t o f 7s. n d .  a ye a r 
to the castle of B y  well fo r castle w a rd  and cornage.1 T h is  
W illia m  B e rtra m , w ith  H a w is  his w ife , was the foun de r of the  
p rio ry o f B rin k b u rn , a nd , as such, was buried in  the church 
there. . U n d e r various spellings, such as B e th e fe ld , B ecfeld, 
Bichefeld, Bechfeld, the place occurs in  docum ents o f the th ir ­
teenth c e n tu ry .2 I n  th a t period the m anorial rights were 
acquired b y  the M iddletons of B e ls a y, and on n t h  Septem ber, 
1 2 70 , R ic h a rd  de M id d le to n  had  a g ran t of free w arren in  
B echefeld.3

1  T e s t a  d e  N e v i l l .  H o d g s o n ,  Northumberland, p a r t  i n ,  v o l .  i ,  p .  2 1 2  ; n e w  History of 
Northumberland, v i ,  p p .  2 1 ,  8 5 .

2 H o d g s o n ,  Northumberland,  p a r t  1 1 1 ,  v o l .  1 ,  p p .  4 5 ,  4 6 ,  5 9 ,  7 0 ,  8 7 ,  1 4 6 ,  2 1 2 .

3  Cat. Charter Rolls,  1 2 5 7 - 1 3 0 0 ,  p .  1 5 3 .



O n  the 22nd A u g u s t, 1 2 7 1 , Denise de Bechefeld was riding 
hom e fro m  N ew castle in  the com pany o f her uncle, J o h n  de 
P a p in g h a m , a n d  h a d  reached M ilb u rn  m o o r, w hen th e y  were 
a ttac k e d  b y  a b a n d  o f m en headed b y  W illia m  de Sweethope, w ho 
a bducted the la d y  and  carried her off to  Je d b u rg h , to  compel 
her to  m a r r y  his son. She was the dau ghter of J o h n  de W it t o n  
a n d  w id o w  o f G ilb e rt de B a 4 w ho h a d  farm ed fo u rb o v a te s o f la n d  
in  B itc h fie ld , w h ich  holding afte r his death h a d  been purchased 
b y  his w id o w , w h o  thu s obtained a local nam e or designation. 
T h e  la d y  was n o t be compelled to  m a rry  against her w i l l ; a nd  
preserving her lib e rty  and  p ro p e rty  b ro u g ht an action against 

'h e r c a pto r a t th e  N o rth u m b e rla n d  Assizes in  1 2 7 9 .5 She was 
still liv in g  in  1296.

B E C H E F E L D  S U B S I D Y  R O L L ,  I 2 9 6 .

Sum m a bonorum  H en ric i Long 11 10 unde regi 0 2 i o f

f( W ille lm i Newcomon 1 2 8 0 2 o f

J  ohannis de Seton 2 6 0 0 4 2 i

W ille lm i Stark 2 7 4 . » 0 4 3*
„  W a rin i de Swethop 1 6 4 0 2 4i

Ade de Pel(s)ow 1 6 8 0 2 5
„  D ionis de Bechefeld 2 4 4 0 4

Sum m a hujus ville  £12 5s. 2d. Unde dno regi 22s. 3 jd.

W a r m  de S w e th o p  whose nam e is entered on the subsidy roll 
was a near kinsm a n o f W illia m  de Sweethope and was a pp a re n tly 
a p r ie s t; fo r a t an ord inatio n held a t Corbridge ‘ b y  R ic h a rd  
K e lla w e , bishop of D u r h a m , 1 7  D ecem ber, 1334, W a lte r de Sweet­
hope was ordained deacon on a title  given h im  b y  W a r m  de 
Sw eethope o f B itc h fie ld . T h is  W a lte r subsequently became

4 Q u e r y — a  c o n t r a c t i o n  f o r  B a t h o n ; cf. D u k e  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 's  T r a n s c r i p t  o f  A s s i z e  

R o l l ; ex inf. S i r  A .  E .  M i d d l e t o n .

5 Northumberland Assize Rolls, p p .  1 9 8 ,  3 5 0 ,  3 6 9  ( 8 8  S u r t e e s  S o c .  p u b l . )  ; cf, B a t e s ,  

Northumberlandt p .  1 4 5 ,  a n d  n e w  History of Northumberland,  i v ,  p p .  4 0 8 - 4 1 0 ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  

i s  a  p e d i g r e e  o f  S w e e t h o p e .



vicar o f M id d le h a m .6 T h is  record raises an inference th a t there 
m a y  h ave  been a chapel at B itchfie ld. I f  this were so, i t  w o u ld  
explain the nam e o f tw o  enclosures near the to w e r w h ic h , do w n 
to  the m iddle o f the seventeenth c e n tu ry , were k n o w n  as the 
' E a s te r Chapel C lo se ’ and the ‘ W ester Chapel Close.’ 7

T h e  collectors of the A i d  in  1346 account fo r th e  p a y m e n t o f 
101, received fro m  M a ry  de S t. P a u l, countess o f P e m b ro k e , 
issuing o u t o f the b a ro n y  of B a lio l and  o u t of its m em bers, o f 
w hich Bechefeld was one .8

T h e  M iddletons of B e ls a y , w ho h ad  a p p a re n tly b o u g h t o u t 
the rights of all of the free tenants, continued to  hold  B itc h fie ld  
u n til the end of the fifteenth or beginning of the sixteenth  c e n tu ry , 
w hen S ir J o h n  M id d le to n sold i t  to  J o h n  and  A lic e  H a r b o ttle , 
or to  one of th e m , whose daughter M a rge ry was m arried to  S ir 
J o h n  Fe n w ic k  of Fe n w ic k  and W a llin g to n .9.

I n  M a y , 1529, Sir J o h n  Fe n w ic k  and M arge ry his w ife conveyed 
to  th e ir second son, R o g e r F e n w ic k , certain lands in  B itc h fie ld  
and B la c k  H e d d o n ; and on 16 th  M a y , 1532, the same R o g e r 
had  a g ran t fro m  his fathe r .of the m anor of Pre stw ic k w ith  lands 
in  B itc h fie ld .10 W h a t is k n o w n  of the descendants o f R o g e r 
Fe n w ic k  is compressed in to  the accom panying pedigree.

R o g e r Fe n w ic k  w ho succeeded his fa th e r before 1600, in ­
herited w ith  the p ro p e rty his fa th e r’s feud w ith  his neighbour, 
Tho m as Sw inburne of Capheaton. B o th  agreed to  su b m it the ir 
difference to  Tho m as M id d le to n and R a lp h  E r r in g to n . T h e  
arbitrators e vid e n tly th o u g h t there was m uch to  be said on b o th  
sides, a n d , in  the ir aw a rd, m ade a t B o la m  on th e  2n d  M a rc h ,

6 Bp. Kellawe's Register, h i , p p , 1 5 6 ,  1 6 3 ,  1 9 4 ,  4 3 8 ; cf. new History of Northumberlandf 
iv, p. 4 10 .

7 Map or plan of Bitchfield, in possession of Sir A. E. Middleton, made in 1674 by 
Thomas Forster, surveyor for Henry Grey, * armiger.’

8 Cat. Feudal Aids, iv, p. 5 3 .
9 Hodgson, Northumberland, part 1 1 ,  vol. 1 ,  p. 2 5 5 .  10 Ibid.



1600- 1— p r e s e r v e d  a t  B e l s a y — g a v e  n o  d a m a g e s  t o  e i t h e r  p a r t y ,  
b u t  o r d e r e d  t h a t ' t h e  s a i d  s u e t  d e p e n d i n g  a n d  n o w  i n  c o n t r a v e r s i e
............................. s h a l l  u t t e r l y  a n d  a b s o l u t e l y  e n d  a n d  s u r c e a s e  w i t h o u t

f u r t h e r  d e m a n d  o r  q u e s t i o n ............................. a n d  t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  a s
f r e i n d s  a g r e e  a n d  b e  a t  u n i t y  f o r g e t t  a l l  g r e v a u n c e s /

I n  1602 R o g e r  F e n w i c k  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  E d w a r d  G a l l o n  o n e  
t h i r d  p a r t  o f  T r e w i c k .11 B y  h i s  w i f e  M a b e l ,  w h o s e  m a i d e n  n a m e  
h a s  n o t  b e e n  a s c e r t a i n e d , h e  h a d  ( p e r h a p s  w i t h  o t h e r )  is s u e  f o u r  
s o n s , R o b e r t ,  J o h n ,  G e o r g e ,  a n d  W i l l i a m .  O n  t h e  1s t  A p r i l ,  
1617 ,  h e  r e l e a s e d  B i t c h f i e l d  t o  h i s  e l d e s t  s o n , R o b e r t .  H e  d i e d  
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  4t h  J a n u a r y ,  1618- 9,  w h e n  a n  i n v e n t o r y  o f  

h i s  g o o d s  w a s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  h is  w i d o w  M a b e l ,  h i s  s o n  
R o b e r t ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  O n  t h e  15t h  o f  t h e  s a m e  m o n t h  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e s t a t e  w a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  h i s  w i d o w ,  a n d  t o  
h i s  s o n  R o b e r t ,  t h e  l a t t e r  b e i n g  o f  f u l l  a g e . T h e  e x e c u t o r s , d i d  
n o t  r e n d e r  t h e i r  a c c o u n t  u n t i l  t h e  6t h  D e c e m b e r , 1622.12

R o b e r t  F e n w i c k  o f  B i t c h f i e l d  o n  t h e  21s t  J u l y ,  1620,  m a d e  a  

s e t t l e m e n t  p r e v i o u s  t o  h i s  m a r r i a g e  w i t h  J a n e  M y e r s  o f  L o n g l e y ,  
c o . Y o r k ,  w i d o w  o f  R o b e r t  M y e r s ,  t o  s e c u r e  t o  h e r  100L  p e r  a n n u m  
a s  j o i n t u r e  i f  a n d  w h e n  s h e  s h o u l d  b e c o m e  h i s  w i d o w .13 T h e  
l e a d i n g  t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  w a s  W i l l i a m  R a m s d e n  o f  
L o n g l e y  h a l l  n e a r  H u d d e r s f i e l d ,  w h o  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  l a d y ' s ,  
f a t h e r  o r  b r o t h e r .  H e  w a s  a n c e s t o r  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  b a r o n e t  o f  

t h e  n a m e . T h i s  R o b e r t  F e n w i c k  h a s  w i t h  s o m e  p r o b a b i l i t y  b e e n  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  R o b e r t  F e n w i c k ,  s o m e t i m e s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  o f  
B e d l i n g t o n ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  p a r l i a m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h ,  
w h o  b u r n t  h i s  f i n g e r s  i n  h i s  p u r c h a s e s  o f  t h e  l a n d s  o f  t h e  s u p p r e s s e d

1 1  S i r  A .  E .  M i d d l e t o n ’ s  B i t c h f i e l d  d e e d s .

1 2  R a i n e ,  Test. Dunelm.

1 3  S i r  A .  E .  M i d d l e t o n ’ s  B i t c h f i e l d  d e e d s .



see of Durham.14 Be this as it  m ay, Robert Fenwick sold his 
patrimonial estate of Bitchfield, 20th July, 1630, to  Edward  
Grey of Morpeth castle.15

John Fenwick, son of Roger Fenwick of Bitchfield, was appren­
ticed 31st May, 1612, to Robert Bewick of N ew castle, boothm an. 
The date of his adm ission to  the Merchants’ Com pany has not 
been ascertained, but his son of the sam e nam e was adm itted to  
the freedom of the com pany 19th January, 1655, b y  patrim ony.16 
H e m ay with som e probability be identified w ith  John Fenwick  
of New castle, the Covenanter, known in local h istory as lieut­
enant colonel John Fenwick, author of the autobiographical 
tract, ' Christ Ruling in  the Midst of his Enem ies ’ published in  
London in  1643. , B y  resolution of the H ouse of Commons, 2nd  
July, 1650, he was made master of Sherburn house, near Durham, 
w ith reversion to  his son of the same nam e.17

Edward Grey, the purchaser of Bitchfield, was the second son  
of Sir Edward Grey of Howick. H aving married into the Rom an  
Catholic fam ily of W iddrington, and being a royalist, he was 
sequestered as a papist delinquent and a recusant. H e subm itted  
himself in 1644, and in  1646 petitioned for the discharge of his 
estate from sequestration, or for leave to compound. H is estate  
comprised Bitchfield of the yearly value of 130/. ; lands in

14  W e l f o r d ,  Royalist Compositions, p .  x v i i  ( h i  S u r t e e s  S o c .  p u b l . ) .  I n  a n  u n p r o v e d  

p e d i g r e e ,  w h i c h  h a s  n o t  b e e n  p r i n t e d ,  t h e  R e v .  J o h n  H o d g s o n  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  R o b e r t  

F e n w i c k  o f  B i t c h f i e l d  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h a t  n a m e  w h o  2 1  J a n . ,  1 6 4 9 ,  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  

b i s h o p  o f  D u r h a m ’s  m a n o r  o f  B e d l i n g t o n .  H e  m a t c h e s  h i m  w i t h  J a n e  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  

R e v .  J a m e s  W i l s f o r d ,  p r e b e n d a r y  o f  S t i l l i n g t o n ,  Y o r k . ,  t o  w h i c h  u n i o n  h e  a s c r i b e s  a  

f a m i l y  o f  f i v e  s o n s  a n d  a  d a u g h t e r .  R o b e r t  F e n w i c k  o f  B e d l i n g t o n ,  s o m e  t i m e  a  m e m b e r  

o f  p a r l i a m e n t ,  w a s  a  p a i n s t a k i n g  g e n e a l o g i s t ,  d e v o t i n g  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p e d i g r e e  o f  

t h e  F e n w i c k s ,  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d .  H i s  M S S . ,  o r  s o m e  o f  t h e m ,  a r e  s t a t e d  t o  b e  p r e s e r v e d  

i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  H e r a l d s  {cf. R e v .  J o h n  H o d g s o n  Hist. Northumberland, n ,  i i ,  3 5 1 ) .  

H e  w a s  a  f r i e n d  o f  D o d s w o r t h ,  a n d ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d ,  r e t i r e d  t o  W i l s f o r d ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t h e  

p l a c e  o f  t h a t  n a m e  in  L i n c o l n s h i r e .

1 5  S i r  A .  E .  M i d d l e t o n ’ s  B i t c h f i e l d  d e e d s .

16  D e n d y ,  Newcastle Merchant Adventurers, 1 1 ,  p p .  2 3 4 ,  2 7 7  ( 1 0 1  S u r t e e s  S o c .  publ.).
17  S e e  M e m o i r ,  W e l f o r d ,  Men of Mark, 1 1 ,  p p .  2 1 5 - 2 2 0 .



L i t t l e  H a r le , jo l .  ; a t H e p s c o tt, 361. ; Le a rm o u th  m ill, 3 0 Z .; 
th e  tithes o f C a rh a m , 1 y l. ; W e st H a r tfo r d  (in the parish of 
W o o d h o m ), 4y l.  ; re n t charges, o u t of M ilburn-grange and 
N e w h a m  of 40/. and  xo l.,  and a rent charge out of E d in g to n , 20l . ia

W h ile  E d w a r d  G r e y ’s estates la y  under sequestration he had 
m arried  his dau gh te r M a r y  to  T h o m a s R id d e ll, afterw ards of 
F e n h a m  a n d  S w in b u m , agreeing to  g ive a m arriage p o rtio n  of 
1200/. H a v in g , as he alleged, hidden a large sum  o f m o ne y in  
th e  g ro u nd  during  th e  C iv il  W a rs , and being unable to  find i t ,  
he gave his so n-in-law  $oo l.  b y  means o f a re n t charge, and b y  
deed d ated 6 th  A p r i l , 16 5 7 , he gave W e st H a r tfo r d  to  his grandson, 
T h o m a s  R id d e ll, in  satisfaction of the rem aining yoo l. T h is  
arrangem ent his h e ir, H e n r y  G r e y , in  1681 a tte m p te d , b u t w ith o u t 
success, to  o v e r tu r n .19

D y in g  in  1658, E d w a r d  G r e y  was buried in  M o rp e th  church, his 
w ill being dated 2 7 th  J a n u a r y , 16 5 7-8 .20 H e  was succeeded b y  
his second, b u t eldest s u rv iv in g  son, H e n r y  G r e y , w ho in  1663 
was ra te d  fo r  B itc h fie ld  a t 150/. per a n n u m , fo r L i t t l e  H a rle  a t 
1201., fo r H a re la w  a t 201., fo r H e p s c o tt a t 201., fo r H ig h  Church 
a n d  Lo a n sd e a n , M o rp e th , a t 301., and fo r a  m o ie ty o f .E l w i c k  
tithes a t 22^.21

O n  th e  4 th  J u n e , 1680, H e n r y  G r e y  sold B itchfie ld  to  S ir Ja m e s 
C la ve rin g  of A x w e ll , the first baro ne t, the consideration paid 
being 1590J .22 H is  grandson, S ir Ja m e s C la ve rin g ,23 s ixth

18  W e l f o r d ,  Royalist Compositions, p .  2 1 7 .

19  N e w  History of Northutnberland, i x ,  p .  2 9 0 .

20 R a i n e ,  Test. Dunelm.
2 1  H o d g s o n ,  Northumberland,  p a r t  1 1 1 ,  v o l .  1 ;  p .  3 3 6 .

22  S i r  A .  E .  M i d d l e t o n ’ s  B i t c h f i e l d  d e e d s .

23 E d w a r d  S h a f t o ,  s e c o n d  s o n  o f  J o h n  S h a f t o ,  o f  L i t t l e  B a v i n g t o n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  
h e l d  e i t h e r  t h e  f a r m  o r  t h e  h o u s e  o f  B i t c h f i e l d  a s  a  t e n a n t  o f  t h e  C l a v e r i n g s .  A s  E d w a r d  
S h a f t o  o f  B i t c h f i e l d ,  g e n t . ,  h e ,  2 1  F e b r u a r y ,  1 7 0 0 - 1 ,  t o o k  o u t  a  l i c e n c e  t o  m a r r y  M i s s  
M a r y  D e l a v a l ,  s p i n s t e r ,  w h o  w a s  a  d a u g h t e r  o f  G e o r g e  D e l a v a l  o f  D i s s i n g t o n ,  b y  h i s  
w i f e  M a r y  a n d  s i s t e r  o f  H e n r y  G r e y  o f  B i t c h f i e l d ; a n d  h e  i s  s i m i l a r l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  
r e g i s t e r  o f  S t .  A n d r e w ’ s ,  N e w c a s t l e ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  m a r r i e d  o n  t h e  4  M a r c h ,  f o l l o w i n g .  
F r o m  t h e  m a t c h  s p r i n g  a l l  t h e  l a t e r  S h a f t o s  o f  L i t t l e  B a v i n g t o n  o f  w h o m  ( a n  i n c o m p l e t e )  
p e d i g r e e  m a y  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  n e w  History of Northumberland, i v ,  p .  1 4 7 .



F E N W IC K  O F  B IT C H F IE L D .*  j 

J o h n  F e n w i c k  o f  F e n w i c k  a n d  W a l l i n g t o n  (b) l i v i n g  1 5 2 9  (b) —  M a r g e r y ,  d a u .  o f  J o h n  a n d  A l i c e  ’H a r b o t t l e  (b) ,  l i v i n g  1 5 2 9 ( h )

R o g e r  F e n w i c k  i . ( b) o f  B i t c h f i e l d ,  s e c o n d  s o n ,  t o  w h o m  in  1 5 3 2  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r  g a v e  —  U r s u l a ,  d a u .  o f  J o h n  H e r o n  o f  C h i p c h a s e  (s) (r) 
B i t c h f i e l d  a n d  B l a c k  H e d d o n  0 ) ,  a n d  t o  w h o m  H is  f a t h e r  g a v e  t h e  m a n o r  o f  P r e s t w i c k  (b) :

R o g e r  F e n w i c k  1 1 .  o f  B i t c h f i e l d  =  M a r g a r e t ,  d a u .  o f  S i r  H e n r y  W i d d r i n g t o n  b y  h i s  w i f e  M a r g a r e t ,  d a u .  o f  S i r  H e n r y  P e r c y  (c ), b o m  b e f o r e  2 6  A u g . ,
: I5i8(c)

W i l l i a m  F e n w i c k  o f  B i t c h f i e l d  (d) (h) ,  =  E l e a n o r  d a u .  o f  S i r  J o h n  D e l a v a l  o f
n a m e d  in  t h e  w i l l  o f  h i s  c o u s i n  J o h n  
F e n w i c k  o f  W a l k e r ,  1 0  O c t . ,  1 5 8 0 ,  
a n d  i n  t h a t  o f  R o b e r t  C l a v e r i n g  o f  
C a l l a l y ,  2 1  A p r i l ,  1 6 0 0  0 , d e a d 'b e f o r e  
2  M a r c h ,  1 6 0 0 / 1  (a)

S e a t o n  D e l a v a l  (d), m a r .  s e t t .  2 1  O c t .  
1 5 5 4  (h) ; w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d  w a s  n a m e d  i n  
h e r  f a t h e r ’ s  w i l l  4  D e c . ,  1 5 6 2  (e)

A n t h o n y  F e n w i c k  w h o  i n  1 5 8 9  r e c e i v e d  l a n d s  i n  
E a c h w i c k  f r o m  h i s  f a t h e r ,  R o g e r  F e n w i c k  o f  
B i t c h f i e l d  ( °)

R o b e r t  F e n ­
w i c k ,  b o r n  b e ­
f o r e  1 5 6 4  (d)

R o g e r  F e n w i c k  h i . o f  B i t c h f i e l d ,  p a r t y  t o  a r b i t r a t i o n  — M a b e l ................................l i v i n g  15  J a n . ,  1618 0 ? a n d  a g a i n  A g n e s ,  b o m  b e f o r e
b o n d  2  M a r c h ,  1 6 0 0 / 1  (a ), r e l e a s e d  B i t c h f i e l d  1  A p r i l ,  
1 6 1 7 ,  t o  h i s  s o n  R o b e r t  (a). A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p e r ­
s o n a l  e s t a t e  g r a n t e d  1 5  J a n . ,  1 6 1 8 ,  t o  R o b e r t  t h e  s o n  
a n d  t o  M a b e l  t h e  w i d o w  0

2 0  J u l y ,  1 6 3 0 ,  i n  e n j o y m e n t  o f  a n  a n n u i t y  p a y a b l e  
o u t  o f  B i t c h f i e l d  (a)

15 6 4  («)

R o b e r t  F e n w i c k  o f  = 
B i t c h f i e l d ,  t o  w h o m  
h i s  f a t h e r ,  1  A p r i l ,  
1 6 1 7 ,  r e l e a s e d  B i t c h ­
f i e l d  (a ) ; s t a t e d  t o  b e  
o f  f u l l  a g e ,  i n  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i o n  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  
e s t a t e  0 . M a r .  s e t t l e ­
m e n t  2 1  J u l y ,  i 6 2 o ( a). 
W i t h  c o n s e n t  o f  h i s  
w i f e  J a n e ,  s o l d  B i t c h ­
f i e l d  2 0  J u l y ,  i 6 3 o ( a).

J a n e ,  w i d o w  o f  
R o b e r t  M y e r s ,  
o f  L o n  g l e  y ,  
n e a r  H u d d e r s ­
f i e l d  (a ), p a r t y  
t o  f in e  2 7  A p l . ,  
1 6 3 1  (a ).

J o h n  F e n w i c k  o f  N e w ­
c a s t l e ,  a p p .  3 1  M a y ,  1 6 1 2 ,  
t o  R o b t .  B e w i c k ,  b o o t h -  
m a n ( k ), d i e d a m t  i 6 7 o ( k ) 
[ a  l i e u t e n a n t - c o l o n e l  in  
t h e  a r m y  o f  t h e  C o m m o n ­
w e a l t h  ; a p p o i n t e d  b y  
r e s o l u t i o n  o f  H o u s e  o f  
C o m m o n s  2  J u l y ,  1 6 5 0 ,  
t o  b e  m a s t e r  o f  S h e r b u m  
h o u s e ,  w i t h  r e v e r s i o n  t o  
h i s  s o n  o f  t h e  s a m e  n a m e  

(D)] .

[ J a n e ,  d a u .  o f  
J o h n  H a l l  o f  
N e w c a s t l e  (<*)]

G e o r g e  F e n -  ̂ / C a t h e r i n e ,  
w i c k  o f  N e w -  w i f e  o f  M r .
c a s t l e ,  a p p .  1  
A u g . ,  1 6 1 8 ,  t o  
R o b t .  B e w i c k ,  

. b o o t h m a n ,  a d ­
m i t t e d  f r e e  o f  
M e r c h .  C o . ,  
1 6 2 8  (k ), d i e d  
circa 1 6 7 5  (k ), 
‘ 1 6 7 4 ,  O c t . 1 4 ,  
G e o r g e  F e n ­
w i c k ,  m e r -  
c h a n t , b u r . * ( m)

G e o r g e  F e n -  
w i c  k ,  m e r ­
c h a n t ,  b u r .  2 0  

A u g . ,  1 6 5 7  (m)

W i l l i a m  F e n ­
w i c k ,  l i v i n g  2 0  
J u l y ,  1 6 3 0 ,  i n  
e n j o y m e n t  o f  
a n  a n n u i t y  o u t  
o f  B i t c h f i e l d ( a)

"i 1
D o r o t h y ,  w i f e
o f  O g l e
o f  K i r k l e y  (4)

G r a c e ,  w i f e  o f  
C h a r l e s  M i t ­
f o r d  (4)

h i s  w i f e  P e r e g r i n a ,  d a u .  o f  
R a l p h  F e t  h e r s  t o n  h a l g h  
o f  S t a n h o p e  ; m a r .  1 2  
J u n e ,  1 6 8 1 ,  a t  
A u c k l a n d  (p)

B i s h o p

[ A n n e ,  d a u .  o f  =  J o h n  F e n w i c k ,  b a p t .  3  D e c .  1 6 2 8  0 , a s  =  B a r b a r a ,  d a u .  o f  C h a r l e s
H e n r y L a w s o n  s o n  o f  J o h n  F e n w i c k  0 , a d m i t t e d  f r e e  W r e n  of^  B i n c h e s t e r ,  , b v
o f  N e w c a s t l e ,  o f  M e r c h .  C o .  1 9  J a n . ,  1 6 5 5 ,  b y  p a t r i -
m a r .  2 6  S e p t . ,  m o n y  (k ), a d m .  t o  G r a y ’ s  I n n  6  N o v . ,
i 654 (m) -] 1 6 4 8 ,  t o  w h o m  h i s  f a t h e r  r e s i g n e d  t h e

M a s t e r s h i p  o f  S h e r b u r n  H o u s e ,  b u t  h e  
w a s  e j e c t e d  in  1 6 6 0 .

(a ) S i r  A .  E .  M i d d l e t o n ’ s  B i t c h f i e l d  d e e d s .
(b) P e d i g r e e  o f  F e n w i c k  o f  W a l l i n g t o n  in  R e v .  J o h n  H o d g s o n ’ s

Hist. of Northumberland, p t .  1 1 ,  v o l .  i ,  p .  2 5 5 .
(c ) P e d i g r e e  o f  W i d d r i n g t o n ,  ibid., p t .  n ,  v o l .  i i i ,  p .  2 3 5 .
(d) F l o w e r ’ s  Visitation 1 5 6 3 - 1 5 6 4 ,  p .  9 8  ( 1 6  H a r l .  S o c  p u b l . )
(e) D u r h a m  Wills and Inventories, p .  2 0 4  (2  S u r t e e s  S o c .  p u b l . )
0  Ibid., p p .  3 5 ,  5 8 n  ( 3 8  S u r t e e s  S o c .  p u b l .)
(s) N e w  Hist. Northumberland, i v ,  p .  3 4 0 .
(h) Ibid. i x .  p .  1 6 9 .
0  R a i n e  Test. Dunelm.
(k ) D e n d y .Newcastle Merchant Adventures ( 1 0 1  S u r t e e s  S o c .  p u b l . )

J o s e p h  F e n ­
w i c k ,  b a p t .  5  
A u g . ,  1 6 3 0  0 , 
b u r .  5 F e b . ,  
1 6 3 0 /1  0

J o s h u a  F e n ­
w i c k ,  b a p t .  7  
J u n e ,  1 6 3 5 0 ,  
a d m .  f r e e  o f  
M e r c h .  C o .  3 0  
J u n e ,  1 6 5 8 ,  b y  
p a t r i m o n y  (k )

E l i z a b  e  t  h ,  b  a p t . 23 F e b . ,  *631/2 0 , b u r .  21 J u n e
. 1 6 3 4 0

A b i g a i l ,  b a p t . 13 O c t  , 1 6 3 3 0  
b u r .  17 J u n e ,  1634 0

P e r h a p s  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .

0  A l l  S a i n t s  R e g i s t e r ,  N e w c a s t l e .
(m) S t .  N i c h o l a s ’ s  R e g i s t e r ,  N e w c a s t l e .
(Q) M e m o i r  o f  L i e u t . - C o l .  F e n w i c k  ; W e l f o r d ,  Men of Mark 

v o l .  n ,  p .  2 1 5 .  ’
( °)  B a t e s  ‘ H e d d o n  o n  t h e  W a l l  ’  {Arch. Ael., 2  s e r ;  x i )  p  2 6 6  
(p) cf. p e d i g r e e  o f  W r e n ,  North Country Diaries p . 20 7  (12 4  

S u r t e e s  S o c .  p u b l . ) *  - '
(4) A n  u n p r o v e d  p e d i g r e e  i n  t h e  R e v .  J o h n  H o d g s o n ’ s  c o l l e c t i o n .  
(r) cf. S t .  G e o r g e ’ s  Visitation of Northumberland i n  1615 e d  

M a r s h a l l ,  p .  2 5*  *

*  A s  t h e  v a r i o u s  p e d i g r e e s  o f  F e n w i c k ,  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  H e r a l d ’ s  V i s i t a t i o n s  a r e  c o n f u s e d  a n d  d i s c o r d a n t ,  t h e  R e v .  J o h n  
H o d g s o n ’ s  p e d i g r e e  o f  F e n w i c k  o f  W a l l i n g t o n ,  p r i n t e d  i n  h i s  History of Northumberland, p a r t  1 1 ,  v o l .  i ,  p .  2 5 4 ,  h a s  b e e n  
f o l l o w e d  w i t h  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  a  s e c o n d  R o g e r  F e n w i c k ,  a s  G e n e r a t i o n  1 1 1 ,  w h o  m a t c h e d  M a r g a r e t ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  S i r  H e n r y  
W i d d r i n g t o n .  I t  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  M is s  W i d d r i n g t o n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  s e c o n d  w i f e  o f  R o g e r  F e n w i c k  1 .





E d w a r d  G r e y  o f  B i t c h f i e l d  {a), s e c o n d  s o n  o f  S i r  E d w a r d  G r e y  o f  H o w i c k  (a )  p u r c h a s e d  B i t c h f i e l d  
2 0  J u l y ,  1 6 3 0 ( e ) ; a  p a p i s t  d e l i n q u e n t  in  1 6 4 6  (d) ;  w a s  t h e n  s e i s e d  o f  l a n d s  i n  B i t c h f i e l d ,  L i t t l e  
H a r l e ,  H e p s c o t t ,  L e a r m o u t h  a n d  W e s t  H a r t f o r d ;  i s o  o f  C a r h a m  t i t h e s  {d) • b u r i e d  7  J u l y ,  1 6 5 8  ( / ) ;  
w i l l  d a t e d  2 7  J a n . ,  1 6 5 7 / 8  (c)

M a r g a r e t ,  d a u .  o f  S i r  H e n r y  W i d d r i n g t o n  ( a ) ,  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  e s t a t e  1 8  O c t .  1 6 6 1 ( c )

E d w a r d  G r e y :  
o f  B i t c h -  
f i e l d ( a ) , d i e d i n  
h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  ( a )  
l i f e - t i m e ,  b u r .  
1 6  J a n .  , 1 6 5 0 / 1  
(/)

E l i z a b e t h ,  
d a u .  o f  G a w i n  
R u t h e r f o r d  o f  
R u d e  h e  s  t e r  (a;) 
b u r .  8  D e c . ,

16 5 7  w

D o r o t h y ,  d a u g h t e r  o f = 
W i l l i a m  W  y  t  h  a  m  
o f  C l i f f e  (a), Y o r k s . ,  
m a r .  2 8  J a n . ,  1 6 5 6 / 7 ,  
a t  R i c h m o n d ,  Y o r k s . , 
d i e d  2 1  M a y ,  1 6 6 2 ,  
b u r .  i n  t h e  G a l i l e e  o f  
D u r h a m  C a t h e d r a l  
M . I .

E d w a r d  G r e y ,  d i e d  y o u n g  b e f o r e  2 4  A u g  , 1 6 6 6  {a) 
M a r g a r e t ,  d i e d  y o u n g  b e f o r e  2 4  A u g . ,  1 6 6 6  {a)

H e n r y  G r e y  o f  B i t c h - =  
f i e l d  \a)t f o r  w h i c h  p l a c e  
w i t h  L i t t l e  H a r l e ,  H a r e -  
I a w ,  H e p s c o t ,  M o r p e t h  
H i g h  C h u r c h  a n d  L o a n s - 
d e a n ,  h e  w a s  r a t e d  i n  
* 6 6 ?  (g ) (/)• E n t e r e d  h i s  
p e d i g r e e  2 4  A u g . ,  1 6 6 6 ,  
i n  D u g d a l e ’ s  V i s i t a t i o n  
o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,  w a s  
t h e n  3 2  y e a r s  o f  a g e  ( a ) .  
S o l d  B i t c h f i e l d  i n  1 6 8 0 .  
D i e d  D u r h a m ,  b u r .  1 3  
J u l y ,  1 7 1 0 ( A )

'T r o t h ,  d a u .  o f  
J o h n  S w i n -

1 1  1
W i l l i a m G r e y ( a )  
C h a r l e s  G r e y ( a )

b u m  o f  C a p -  n a m e d  i n  h i s  
h e a t o n ( a )  b u r .  f a t h e r ’ s  w i l l  (c) 
2 2  J a n  . , 1 7 0 8 / 9  
(A)

A l l  t h r e e  d e a d  
b e f o r e  2 4  A u g . ,  
1 6 6 6 ( a)

W i l l i a m  G r e y ,  s o n  a n d  h e i r ,  w a s  a g e d  7  y e a r s  a n d  1 0  m o n t h s ,  w h e n  C h a r l e s  G r e y ,  d i e d  T h o m a s  G r e y ,  d i e d  
h i s  f a t h e r ,  2 4  A u g . ,  1 6 6 6 ,  r e g i s t e r e d  h i s  p e d i g r e e  i n  D u g d a l e ’ s  y o u n g  b e f o r e  2 4  y o u n g  b e f o r e  2 4  
V i s i t a t i o n  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  {a) A u g . ,  1 6 6 6  (a) A u g . ,  1 6 6 6  {a)

M a r y ,  w i f e  o f  T h o m a s  R i d ­
d e l l  o f  F e n h a m ( a ) ,  m a r .  circa 
S e p t . ,  1 6 5 5 ,  w i t h  w h o m  h e r  
f a t h e r  a g r e e d  t o  g i v e  a  p o r t i o n  

F r a n c i s  G r e y ( i )  o f  £1, 2 0 0  (i)
M a r g a r e t ,  w i f e  o f  G e o r g e  
D e l a v a l  {a) o f  D i s s i n g t o n .  m a r .  
circa 1 6 6 1 .  S h e  w a s  b u r i e d  3
O c t o b e r ,  1 7 0 9 ,  a t  S t .  N i c h o l a s ’ s ,  
N e w c a s t l e
C a t h e r i n e ,  w i f e  o f  J o h n  R a m ­
s a y  {a) , b o n d  o f  m a r r i a g e  22 
A u g . ,  1664, h e  b e i n g  d e s c r i b e d  
a s  o f  K i n g s t o n ,  M i d d l e s e x ;  h e  
b e i n g  l a y  r e c t o r  o f  t h a t  p a r i s h ; 
a f t e r w a r d s  o f  E a s t  L i l b u r n  [ b u r .  
1 M a y ,  1722 , a t  B e w i c k  C h a p e l ] .  
E l i z a b e t h  {a) t o  w h o m  h e r  f a t h e r  
g a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  t i t h e s  o f  
E l w i c k  in  B a m b u r g h s h i r e  (c)

8

U) M o r p e t h  R e g i s t e r s  
(g )  R e v .  J o h n  H o d g s o n ’ s  Hist. Northumberland, p t .  i n ,  v o l .  i ,  p .  3 3 6 .  
(A) S t .  O s w a l d ’ s  D u r h a m  R e g i s t e r  
(i) N e w  History of Northumberland,, i x ,  p .  2 9 0

a) D u g d a l e ,  Visitation of Northumberland, 1 6 6 6  
\bj cf R e v .  J o h n  H o d g s o n ’ s  Hist. Northumberland, p t .  1 1 ,  v o l . i i ,  p .  439W  
,c) N e w  History of Northumberland,  v o l .  1 1 ,  p .  3 5 6
d) W e l f o r d ,  p .  2 1 7  ( 3  S u r t e e s  S o c .  p u b l . )
e) S i r  A .  E .  M i d d l e t o n ’ s  D e e d s

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e n t r i e s  c a n n o t  b e  a p p l i e d  :—  .
1 6 6 4 / 5 ,  J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  E d w a r d  G r a y ,  s o n  o f  E d w a r d  G r a y  o f  B i t c h f i e l d ,  

b a p t . — S t a m f o r d h a m  R e g i s t e r .
1^ 95/6 »  J a n u a r y  , E d w a r d  G r a y ,  s o n  o f  E d w a r d  G r a y ,  b a p t .  Ibid. 
1 6 7 9 ,  M a r c h  3 1 ,  G e o r g e  G r a y  o f  B i t c h f i e l d ,  [ b u r i e d  i n ]  q u i r e  o f  

S t a n e r t o n  i n  w o o l l e n .  Ibid.



baro net h a d  dealings w ith  the place, b y  w a y  o f m ortgage, in  
174 3  ; a n d  his g ran dson, Charles J o h n  C la ve rin g , generally 
described as o f R id la m h o p e , sold th e  p ro p e rty  in  1802 to  S ir 
Charles M o n k  o f B e ls a y. T h e  la tte r died in  18 6 7 w hen it  descended 
to  his grandson, th e  present S ir A r t h u r  E d w a r d  M id d le to n , 
b a ro n e t, in  whose p o s te rity  m a y  i t  long rest I

I I . — T H E  T O W E R .

B y  J o s e p h  O s w a l d  and  W . P a r k e r  B r e w i s ,  F . S . A .
I n  ‘ B o rd e r H o ld s ,’ M r . B ate s includes this tow er in  a list of 

those he a ttrib u te s in  a general w a y  to the fifteenth c e n tu ry, in  
d e fa u lt o f d o c um e nta ry evidence relating to  their early h isto ry.

I t  is situ ated  in  a  lon ely position , accessible b y  field roads 
o n ly , one m ile south of B elsay tow er. L ik e  the la tte r and the 
to w e r at H a lt o n  a later dwelling-house has been b u ilt against i t . 
A t  B itc h fie ld  this is on the east side of the tow er and p ro ba b ly 
dates fro m  th e  close of the seventeenth c e n tu ry, although differing 
characteristics o f the w alling p o in t to more th a n  one building 
e ffo rt. T h e  low er store y o f the south fro n t contains an entrance 
door a n d  three w indow s on each side of it  h avin g  architraves and 
oth e r em bellishm ents of considerable architectural m e rit. There 
is some in te rn a l w o o d w o rk  o f sim ilar character. T h e  form al 
garden in  fro n t o f th e  house has so uth, east, and west gateways 
o f some pretensions, the la tte r tw o  being sim ilar. T h e  coping 
o f the garden w a ll is som ew hat elaborate, consisting of tw o  
ashlar courses, splayed, w ith  roll on to p . T h e  back of the house 
has tw o  v e r y  massive chim ne y stacks. Inside the eastern room  
o n the g ro und  floor (now  the kitchen) there exists in  the east 
w a ll a blo cke d -u p  door opening w ith  stone head bearing the 
inscriptio n R '  F  1622 I  F .  T h is  stone p ro b a b ly came fro m  an 
earlier b u ild in g  a n d  was inserted thus fo r preservation. S ir 
A r t h u r  M id d le to n , th e  ow n er, says ‘ against th a t w all a sm all


