
baro net h a d  dealings w ith  the place, b y  w a y  o f m ortgage, in  
174 3  ; a n d  his g ran dson, Charles J o h n  C la ve rin g , generally 
described as o f R id la m h o p e , sold th e  p ro p e rty  in  1802 to  S ir 
Charles M o n k  o f B e ls a y. T h e  la tte r died in  18 6 7 w hen it  descended 
to  his grandson, th e  present S ir A r t h u r  E d w a r d  M id d le to n , 
b a ro n e t, in  whose p o s te rity  m a y  i t  long rest I

I I . — T H E  T O W E R .

B y  J o s e p h  O s w a l d  and  W . P a r k e r  B r e w i s ,  F . S . A .
I n  ‘ B o rd e r H o ld s ,’ M r . B ate s includes this tow er in  a list of 

those he a ttrib u te s in  a general w a y  to the fifteenth c e n tu ry, in  
d e fa u lt o f d o c um e nta ry evidence relating to  their early h isto ry.

I t  is situ ated  in  a  lon ely position , accessible b y  field roads 
o n ly , one m ile south of B elsay tow er. L ik e  the la tte r and the 
to w e r at H a lt o n  a later dwelling-house has been b u ilt against i t . 
A t  B itc h fie ld  this is on the east side of the tow er and p ro ba b ly 
dates fro m  th e  close of the seventeenth c e n tu ry, although differing 
characteristics o f the w alling p o in t to more th a n  one building 
e ffo rt. T h e  low er store y o f the south fro n t contains an entrance 
door a n d  three w indow s on each side of it  h avin g  architraves and 
oth e r em bellishm ents of considerable architectural m e rit. There 
is some in te rn a l w o o d w o rk  o f sim ilar character. T h e  form al 
garden in  fro n t o f th e  house has so uth, east, and west gateways 
o f some pretensions, the la tte r tw o  being sim ilar. T h e  coping 
o f the garden w a ll is som ew hat elaborate, consisting of tw o  
ashlar courses, splayed, w ith  roll on to p . T h e  back of the house 
has tw o  v e r y  massive chim ne y stacks. Inside the eastern room  
o n the g ro und  floor (now  the kitchen) there exists in  the east 
w a ll a blo cke d -u p  door opening w ith  stone head bearing the 
inscriptio n R '  F  1622 I  F .  T h is  stone p ro b a b ly came fro m  an 
earlier b u ild in g  a n d  was inserted thus fo r preservation. S ir 
A r t h u r  M id d le to n , th e  ow n er, says ‘ against th a t w all a sm all
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ro o m , w ith  a ro o m  above i t ,  had  been added (I have understood 
b y  M r . C la ve rin g ). T h e  room s fell in to  decay and I  rem oved 
th e m . T h e  w all is again e xte rn a l.’ T h e  kitchen floor is three 
feet low er th a n  the general level o f the ground  f lo o r ; below the. 
la tte r are cellars.

T h e  to w e r measures e xte rn a lly 23 feet fro m  east to  west and 
3 1 feet fro m  n o rth  to  so u th , ne a rly the same dimensions as those 
o f H a lto n  to w e r, b u t is a storey low er. T h e  roof and upper p a rt 
o f th e  walls h a ve  disappeared. T h e  highest p o rtio n left is a t 
th e  south-east corner where it  is abo u t 34 feet high and displays 
the low er courses o f corbelling fo r a circular ‘ b a rtiza n .’ T h e  
g ro u nd  floor is, as usual in  pele tow ers, occupied b y  a va u lte d  
cham be r, th e  west w a ll o f w hich is 4 feet 7  inches thick and the 
south and east walls 4 feet th ic k . T h e  n o rth  w all is 6 feet 10 inches 
th ic k  ove r-all in clu din g  staircase. O n  the exterior this wall 
displays a cham fered p lin th  at and  near the north-east corner. 
T h e  present door a t the south end o f the va u lte d  cham ber is, of 
course, la te r in  date th a n  the w a ll it  pierces. T h e  original 
entrance was th ro u g h  the east w a ll, near the north-east c o rn e r; 
the inside o f its pointed-arched head is still visible. T h e  stairs 
ascend fro m  this corner in  the thickness o f the n o rth  w a ll, as 
alre a dy stated. T h e re  is an arched recess u tilizin g  p a rt of the 
space u n der the stairs. T h e  v a u lt covering the cham ber is o f 
segm ental barrel - fo rm , o f excellent m asonry. Th e re  are tw o  
‘ loops ’ in  the west w a l l ; the north ern one has been ro u g h ly en
larged. T h e re  are loops in  the east w all at the foot of the stairs 
and  in  the n o rth  w all a t the to p  of the sta irs; the la tte r cross
shaped, c u t th ro u g h  one large stone in  the outer face o f the w all. 
Fa c in g  the stairs on the first floor is the door of a small closet 
(possibly a garde-robe) a b o u t 4 feet b y  3 !  feet on plan and feet 
h ig h , covered b y  a flat stone ceiling. I t  has a small loop thro u gh  
th e  n o rth  w all w hich is reduced in thickness a t the closet. A n



SOUTH SIDE. NORTH SIDE.

B I T C H F I E L D .



BASEMENT OF TOWER.

B IT C H F IE L D .



3 
S

E
R

., 
V

O
L

. 
X

V
III.

Oc
SOUTH WALL. EAST WALL.

B IT C H F IE L D : in terio r  above basement.



o p e n i n g  h a s  b e e n  r o u g h l y  b r o k e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  
c l o s e t .  T h e  a p a r t m e n t  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o c c u p i e s  t h e  w h o l e  
i n t e r n a l  a r e a  o f  t h e  t o w e r  e x c e p t  t h e  s m a l l  c lo s e t  j u s t  d e s c r i b e d  
a n d  t h e  s t a i r s .  I t  h a s  a  w i n d o w  i n  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  w i t h  s t o n e  
s e a t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  j a m b s .  T h e  w i n d o w  o p e n i n g  h a s  b e e n  a  g o o d  
d e a l  t a m p e r e d  w i t h .  I n  t h e  w e s t  w a l l  a r e  t w o  l o o p s  a n d  o n e  i n  
t h e  e a s t  w a l l .  N e a r  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  is  a  f i r e - p l a c e ; 
t h e  m a s o n r y  a b o v e  i t  h a s ' b e e n  t o r n  a w a y  e x p o s i n g  t h e  f l u e .  O n  
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i r e - p l a c e  is  a  s m a l l  a p e r t u r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  
w a l l ,  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  w h i c h  s lo p e s  d o w n  f r o m  t h e  r o o m .  I t  a p p e a r s  
t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  s h o o t  f o r  p o u r i n g  a w a y  w a t e r .  A b o v e  i t  is  a  p r o 
t e c t i n g  c o r b e l .  * A b o u t  e i g h t  f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h i s  a p a r t m e n t  
t h e  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  w a l l s  a r e  r e d u c e d  i n  t h i c k n e s s  l e a v i n g  a  s c a r c e -  
m e n t ,  o n  w h i c h ,  n o  d o u b t ,  t h e .  t i m b e r s  o f  t h e  f l o o r  a b o v e  r e s t e d . 
O f  t h i s  h i g h e r  f l o o r  n o  t r a c e  r e m a i n s . I t  w a s  r e a c h e d  b y  s t o n e  
s t a i r s  a s c e n d i n g  i n  a  p a r a l l e l  r a k e  a b o v e  t h o s e  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d  
f l o o r .  H i g h e r  u p ,  a b o v e  t h e  s m a l l  c lo s e t  a t  t h e  n o r t h - w e s t  c o r n e r , 
a r e  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a  s p i r a l  s t a i r  w h i c h  g a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  b a t t l e 
m e n t s  a n d  r o o f  o f  t h e  t o w e r .  T h e  w e s t  w a l l  a t  t h i s  p a r t  is  v e r y  
r u i n o u s .  T h e  a p a r t m e n t  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  h a d  a  s o u t h e r n  
w i n d o w  o r  l o o p  n o w  b u i l t  u p ,  a n d  a  l a r g e  a m b r y  r e c e s s  i n  t h e  e a s t  
w a l l  t o w a r d s  i t s  n o r t h e r n  e n d , i n  w h i c h  r e m a i n  t h e  g r o o v e s  m a d e  
t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  s h e l v e s . T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  s m a l l e r  re c e s s e s  a t  
v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  w a l l s .  T h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  t o w e r  v a r y  v e r y  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  m a s o n r y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e , t h e  
s o u t h  w a l l  f o r  a  h e i g h t  o f  a b o u t  22 f e e t  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d  c o n s is t s  
o f  c o u r s e d  s t o n e s , f a i r l y  l a r g e  a n d  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  a b o v e  w h i c h  
c o m e  5 o r  6 f e e t  o f  i r r e g u l a r  s t o n e s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  l e v e l l e d  
u p  a t  t h e  t o p  t o  r e c e i v e  s u p e r i o r  m a s o n r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a t  t h e  s o u t h 
e a s t  c o r n e r  t h e  c o r b e l l i n g  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d .  - O f  t h i s  s u p e r i o r  
m a s o n r y  o n l y  f o u r  c o u r s e s  r e m a i n ,  a n d  n e a r  t h i s  c o r n e r  o n l y .  
I n t e r n a l l y  s o m e  t r a c e s  o f  w a l l  p l a s t e r  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
a p a r t m e n t ,  n e a r  i t s  s o u t h - w e s t  c o r n e r .
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As to the tradition that there was a chapel at Bitchfield, Sir 
Arthur Middleton says ‘ the chapel was built up against the 
north face of the tower ; it is now all gone.' There are traces of 
two steep roofs having abutted against the north wall of the 
tower near to its north-west corner.

Sir Arthur Middleton has throughly searched the tower for 
masons’ marks and has found more than fifty. About 47 of them 
are of the form marked A  on diagram. They are all on the soffit 
of the vault.. One (form B) is on the east side of the vault on 
the third course above the springing line; two (form C), of which 
one is on a quoin of the window at top of stairs; one (form D) on 
east wall of tne vaulted chamber below the springing at north end; 
also two (form E) not very distinct. Mr. Bates in ‘ Border Holds’1 
figures two of the forms enumerated by Sir Arthur Middleton.

Mr. Parker Brewis, F .S .A ., besides collaborating in the pre
paration of this description, has made a series of photographs of 
the tower, including those reproduced, illustrating the present 
condition of the ruin.


