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T h e Council is pleased to announce that the Society has re­
gained, and m ore than regained, the high-water m ark of member­
ship th at it had reached in the fateful year 1914.

D uring 1921 forty-three m em bers were elected. Am ong them  
are several who had been mem bers in past years and the Council 
heartily welcom es their return, regarding it indicative of restored 
interest in antiquarian studies and renewed appreciation of the  
Society ’s efforts to prom ote them .

W e  regret to record the loss b y  death of five members :— George 
A die (elected 1885), Rosalind, countess of Carlisle (1911), Thom as  
E dw ard H odgkin  (1895), Jam es Thom son N isbet (1903), and Sir 
H enry A sgill Ogle, bart. (1897). The last-nam ed gave us the ban­
ner of B ertram  of B othal which hangs, w ith others, in the great 
hall of the keep. H e  wrote a paper on his fam ily name for 
Archaeologia Aeliana, 2 ser., vol. x x m , and about the same time 
sent occasional notes for the Proceedings,

A fter deducting losses b y  resignation the total number on the 
roll at the end of 1921 is 394  being the highest membership yet at­
tained b y  the Society. A m ong the resignations was that of Mr. 
W illiam  M orley Egglestone who died soon afterwards in his 84th  
year. H e  was a W eardale m an and took a keen interest in that 
locality. Several contributions from  him  are printed in Proceed­
ings, 3 ser., iv  to v iii inclusive.



I t  is a pleasure to report a donation of one hundred guineas from  
the Consett Iron Com pany, L td ., in acknow ledgm ent of inform a­
tion obtained from  some of the contents of our library and assis­
tance rendered b y  our librarian. This donation has enabled the  

.Council to  put in hand the work of preparing a com prehensive in­
dex of the Society’s transactions in continuation of that published  
a quarter of a century ago. This index will sim plify reference to  
the mass of inform ation contained in Archaeologia Aeliana and the 
Proceedings which, up to the end of 1920, together num bered s ixty - 
six volum es, every volum e with a separate index.

Another donation, of five guineas, was presented b y  the British' 
Medical Association which held its annual m eeting in  New castle' 
during 1921, and took this w ay of showing its thanks for help ren­
dered to it b y  our Society and particularly b y  our m em bers Messrs. 
Parker Brewis and F . G. Simpson.

Mr. Ralph Sheriton H olm es, who died in January, 1921 (a m em ­
ber of the Society from  1891 until 1911), bequeathed to u s 'th e  
books relating to antiquity which had belonged to his father the  
late Mr. Sheriton H olm es, who was a m em ber for tw enty-three  
years (1877-1900), our treasurer (1890-1899), and a vice-presi­
dent (1899-1900). The books number about one hundred and  
have been grouped together in our library according to the testa­
tor’s expressed wish. A  book-plate has been inserted in each vol­
um e naming its former owners and the bequest.

Mr. Thom as Reed has again increased our obligations to him , 
b y  presenting us with the books of the N ew castle Skinners’ and  
G lovers’ Companies which had come into the m arket for sale and  
m ight therefore have been lost to the public had he not come to  
the rescue. Mr. H am ilton Thom pson has exam ined the books  
and prepared a report thereon which will appear in vol. x v m  
of Archaeologia Aeliana. Mr. Reed has also given tw o more  
pictures for our library— a m od em  water-colour drawing of



W h itb y  and a fine aquatint of the north side of Durham  cathedral 
(1820).

A b o u t ten years ago the. Society was invited b y  the Board of 
W o rk s to  co-operate w ith it in compiling an inventory of Ancient 
M onum ents in  the county of Northum berland, and comm ittees., 
were appointed to deal w ith the Prehistoric, R om an  and Medieval- 
sections of the subject. Som e progress had been m ade when the  
war intervened and stopped it. Instalm ents were,.however, forth­
coming in the shape of a report b y  Messrs. Parker Brewis and D . D . 
D ixon  upon ‘ P re-R om an remains in Upper. Coquetdale,’ and 
another b y  Mr. F . G . Sim pson and the late Mr. P. New bold upon  
‘ R om an  M onum ents in N orthum berland.’ In  1915, these were 
printed in Proceedings, 3 ser. v ii , pp. 37-52 . The Board of W orks, 
has now  re-opened the subject and it is proposed to carry on the  
work b y  local correspondents under the general directorship of Mr. 
W . H . Know les.

During 1921 three Bronze A ge burials were discovered locally, 
one near H exh am  and the other about two miles west of H aydon  
Bridge. A  knife and some pottery found in the latter have been  
lent, perm anently, to our m useum  b y  the H on. F . B ow es-Lyon, 
upon whose land they were found. •

Our m useum  collections are constantly being enriched b y  the 
kindness of m em bers and friends and entail upon the curators in­
creasing care and attention. Few  outside the Council, and not all 
within it , are cognisant of the difficulties the curators have to con­
tend with. Our warm est gratitude is due to them  for honorary  
services ungrudgingly given, at great sacrifice of: m uch more than  
leisure tim e ; especially as the funds available are quite inadequate  
to enable them  to provide m an y things obviously desirable. H os­
tile critics do not realize this. The proposed municipal m useum  is 
still in the future, but ought to materialize before long and bring 
w ith it , for us, som e relief. U ntil then our curators can only con­



tinue to do their best under'the present'discouraging conditions of- 
w ant of space, light, money- and adequate supervision of- visitors.

T he usual ten indoor meetings' were held in the keep during the1 
past year. The attendance at these meetings was alw ays g oo d  
and som etim es crowded1.

Three-outdoor meetings took place, rather late in the season, but- 
in’ m ost-propitious weather on each occasion. T he first in  order- 
occupied an entire day, 6th  Septem ber, when General W ade's* 
road was traversed from Newcastle as-far as Chollerford and' the 
journey retraced b y  a more northerly route through Chollertdn, 
R yal: and  Stam fordham . H alts were m ade to see the various 
R om an and m edieval objects of interest within easy access'from  - 
the1 road-. The architectural features of the churches were ex ­
plained b y  Mr. H am ilton  Thom pson.

T h e’ second and third meetings were' held on1 Saturday after­
noons. On the is t  October, the excursion was to T yn em ou th  an d  
Seaton D elavaL  A t  the former place the party was guided over  
the priory ruins and castle b y  Mr. W . H . K now les, the author of a 
valuable monograph thereon published in the Archaeological 
Journal, vol. l x v i i  (1910). A t  Seaton D elaval, the stately  eigh­
teenth century hall and the hum ble little N orm an chapel were 
described b y  Messrs. J. Oswald and S. S. Carr.

On- the 29th  October, the third meeting took place in our own  
city, when the churches of St. Andrew  and  St. John supplied' the- 
texts for instructive addresses b y  Mr. H am ilton  T hom pson ; and  
the long stretch of the tow n w all between St. A ndrew ’s church  
and the Herber tower was exam ined under the guidance, of Mr. 
W . H . Know les, whilst at the Blackfriars the party  had the ad­
vantage of hearing on the spot his description of. that m onastery as 
it once was, supplementing his paper thereon printed in last, year’s 
volum e (xvii) o f Archaeologia■ Aeliana. A t  the com m encem ent of 
the afternoon’s proceedings there1 was a- short- organ recital of.



O ld English m usic given b y  Mr. H arold Oswald, the organist of St. 
A n drew ’s. This was a new incident at an outdoor meeting and  
the exam ple thus set m a y  well be follow ed on future occasions 
w hen circum stances perm it.

T h e records of the Society ’ s outdoor m eetings afford an inter­
esting chapter in  its history. T hey began w ith the historic R om an  
W a ll ‘ pilgrim age ’ in 1849 , but none follow ed until 1855, in and  
after w hich year, for ten consecutive years, one was held annually  
Save one in 1878 and another in 1880, such m eetings ceased until 
1883 when, under the energetic regime of our indefatigable senior 
secretary they were revived and becam e of frequent occurrence, 
culm inating in the latter.respect in 1887, when no fewer than  
tw elve days were devoted to  them . U n til 1914 these gatherings 
form ed, a distinctive feature of each year’s doings. T he atten­
dances thereat in 1920 and 1921 m anifest a desire for their con­
tinuation and developm ent.

T he follow ing literary work of local interest b y  m em bers has 
been published elsewhere than in our Transactions. Mr. Robert 
Blair has revised another edition (the eighth) of Dr. Bruce’s Hand­
book of the Roman Wall. This is the fifth edition he has edited. 
Mr. John O xberry wrote an article entitled ‘ New castle-upon- 
T yn e : an H istoric C ity ,’ for the guide-book issued in connexion  
w ith the 89th  annual meeting (in 1921) of the British Medical 
Association. Mr. F . W . D en dy has edited for the Surtees Society  
‘ V isitations of the N o rth ,’ part 11, being its 133rd volum e. The  
Literary and Philosophical Society of N ew castle has published a 
volum e, from  Mr. D en d y ’s pen, putting into perm anent form  the 
three lectures he delivered before it upon subjects connected with  
N ew castle-upon-T yne in 1909, 1917 and 1921, and reprinting ‘ A  
D escriptive and H istorical Account of N orthum berland,’ written  
in 1906 for a directory of that date. T he volum e form s a com - . 
panion to ‘ N orthum bria,’ a series of lectures printed b y  the same



Society in 1898. Mr. J. Crawford H odgson has edited the ' Percy  
Bailiff’s R olls ’ of the fifteenth century, form ing the 134th  volum e  
of the Surtees Society’ s publications.

M r. Parker Brew is’s Guide'to the Castle has enjoyed a circula­
tion of several thousand cppies, a fact of which he m ay ju stly  feel 
proud. There had been previous guides w ritten, but he was the  
first to treat the subject in two portions, first published in 1912 and  
1914 respectively. Fresh editions of part 1 ‘ The K eep  ’ becam e  
necessary in 1916, i92 0 .a n d  1 9 2 1 ; and of part 11 ‘ The B la ck ga te ’ 
in 1920. T he last nam ed being now  exhausted a new one is in the  
press. T he previous guides referred to w e re :— b y  Sheriton  
H olm es and R . Oliver H eslop (1899) > bY c - J- B ates (1901, second  
edition 1904) ; b y  R . O. H eslop (1906) which, it is said, ran into  
six impressions, the last dated 1908. Earlier than these was a 
brief guide b y  D r. Bruce published in 1888 .*  Dr. Bruce had  
written one in 1847 but this was not published b y  the Society, 
which did not acquire the tenancy of the keep until the following  
year. Supplem ental to the guide-books it is intended to com ­
mence the issue of illustrations, on post-cards, of the keep and  
Blackgate and some of the chief objects in the m useum s, following 
in this w ay the exam ple set b y  m any of our national and provincial 
m useum s, a m ethod found to secure an educative effect in a simple  
way. W ith  this object, too, we had this year six electrotype  
facsimiles m ade of the gold-plated fibula found at Aesica which  
were all sold. T w o went to America. It  will be recollected that  
six similar reproductions of this object were m ade and disposed  
of ten years ago.

T he tenth volum e of the third series of Proceedings is in progress 
and its parts have been punctually issued m onth b y  m onth. Like  
several of its predecessors, during the later years of war and since,



vol. x v i i i  of Archaeologia Aeliana has failed to appear at the pro­
per date, b u t is now almost ready for issue to members.

Mr. H . M . W o o d , one of the our auditors for the last tw enty-tw o  
years, has expressed his wish to retire from  the office. The thanks 
of the Society are hereby accorded to him  for his long and careful 
services in that capacity.

T H E  TR EA S U R ER ’ S REPORT FOR T H E  Y E A R  I 92I .
T he num ber of m em bers on the roll on the 31st Decem ber, 1921, 

was 394 , six of w hom  are life members. During the year thirteen  
m em bers resigned, and five were lost b y  death. In  the same 
period forty-three new m em bers were elected.

T he incom e for the year through the ordinary channels has been  
830Z. 8s. 6d. In  addition to this we received the three handsom e  
donations (am ounting to 115^. 5s.) referred to in the report of the 
Council. • T he expenditure was 930/. u s .  8d. which shows a con­
siderable increase upon the previous year, m ainly arising from  
m ore m oney having been spent upon illustrations, and we with­
drew 1001, from  the Post Office Savings B ank account to enable us 
to deal w ith the situation. A  gratifying feature of the year’s ac­
counts is, that we received 211, more for m em bers’ subscriptions 
than we did in 1920. The am ount received for the sale of our 
publications was also very satisfactory. I t  is to be noted that 
a balance still remains unpaid for the cost of Archaeologia Aeliana, 
vol. x v i i i , as only 140Z. has been paid to date on account of 
same. T he Council decided to put 1001, on a deposit account 
with L loyds B ank, L td ., to m eet any exceptional expenditure 
upon which they m ay desire to em bark at some future tim e.

The investm ents rem ain the sam e as they were twelve m onths  
ago. T he dividends received during the year have been paid into  
the P ost Office Savings B an k account. A  schedule of investm ents  
is appended herewith, together with full details of the whole of the  
expenditure.



Summary o f  Receipts and Payments fo r  Y e a r  
3 1 ST December, 1 9 2 1 .

* * - Receipts.
1 ■ £ s. d. £ s. d.

Balance brought from last account
dated 31st December, .1920 27 8 0

Members subscriptions for 1921 397 19 0
Arrears 13 13 0 411 12 0

Composition for Life Membership.. m t 12 12 0
Donation from Consett Iron Co.,Ltd. 105 0 0
Donation from British Medical Assoc• 5 5 0
Donation from Mr. Thos. Reed 5 0 0

115 5 0
Receipts at Castle . .  . .  . . 261 17 2
Receipts at Blackgate 66 5 9
Replicas of Aesica fibula sold 11 8 0
Books, etc. sold :—

Guides to Keep 
Guides to Blackgate 
Catalogues of Roman Stones. 
Other publications

Expenses at Castle 
Expenses abBlackgate 
Printing : Arch. Aeliana, balance 

vol. XVII 
On account of vol. xviii.

; Proceedings

Illustrations 
2000 Guides to Keep 
Books bought, book-binding etc.
Museum Association 
Sundries : general printing, postages, etc. 
Editor, clerical assistance.........................

34 n
13 2

2 o
16 19

120  8 
140  o 
1 3 9 1 8

66 13  7

• X V  

ENDING

Payments. 
£ S. d.

130  19  2 
10 1  5 2

400 6 8

47 4 5
38 1 1  o
44 0 9

2 2 0  

126 2 6
40 o o



XVi INVESTMENTS AND DETAILS OF EXPENDITURE FOR I 92I.
o

Receipts. Payments. 
£  s. d. £  s. d. £  s. d.

Brought forward ... . .  973 1 6 930 11 8
Composition for Life Membership paid

' into Post Office Savings Bank . .  . .  . .  . .  12 12 o
Deposit account at Lloyds . .  .... . .  . .  . .  185 o o
Balance 31st December, 1921, cash

in hands of Treasurer . .  7 0 3
Cash at b a n k ..............................22 17 7

Transferred from Deposit account at Lloyds. .  85 o o
Transferred from Post Office Savings bank. .  100 o o

29 17  ro

£ 1 15 8  1 6 £ 1 1 5 8  1 6

Examined with vouchers and found correct,
J. A rn o tt Sisson.

Chartered Accountant.
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 25 January, 19 2 2 .

Schedule o f  Investments a t cost on 3 1 ST December, 19 2 2 .
£ s. d.

£412 14s. iid . War Stock 1929-47 . 392 2 3
£130 War Savings Certificates . . 100 15 0
^100 5 per cent. National War Bonds 1928 . . 100 0 0
£500 4 per cent. Funding Loan 1960-1990 400 0 0

j£992 17 3

Post O ffic e  Savings Bank, 31st December, 1921. 
Balance as at 1st January, 1921 . .  .............................  71 6 11
Dividends received from investments during 1921 39 12 8
Interest received from Post Office 2 1 4
Composition for life membership 12 12 0

Transferred to current account
125 12 11
100 0 0



Deposit Account a t L loyds Bank, Ltd. 
Balance December 31st, 1921 . . . .
Interest received

D etails o f  Expenditure fo r  1 9 2 1 . 
Library Account. 

Subscriptions to  Societies 
Parish Register Society 
National Trust Society 
Surtees Society . .
Harleian Society 
Archaeological Congress.
Durham & Northd. Parish Register Society

B ooks bought and binding—
Patrick & Page, Introduction to study of ' Terra 

Sigillata ’
Do., Testa de Nevill, pt. 1, 1198-1242
Do., Historical Commission Ser.

Essex (35s.) and Berwickshire (7s. 6d.) 
Brown's Early Arts of England. .
C. Griffin & Co., L td .,-Year Book of Scientific 

Societies
St. Catherine’s Press, Complete Peerage, vol. v 
MacLehose & Co., Scottish Historical Review.

, Warburton’s Roman Wall 
T. & G. Allan, Notes &  Queries 
Mr. Bushby, books of the Glovers’ & Skinners 

Companies 
Munroe & Co., for bookbinding

Bookcase for the Holmes bequest of books . 
R. Robinson & Co., for stationery 
Hire of vacuum cleaner 
For postage
Fire Insurance premium, Brooks Collection

£ s. d.
I 1 0
I 1 0
I 1 0
I i» 0
I 0 0

10 6

2 2 0
I 1 0

2 2 6
' I 10 0

12 6
I 3 3
I 9 9

11 0
I 8 6

5 0 0
10 5 9

8 0HI 6
1 2 0

7 6
10 0
10 0

£
100

4

d.
o

7

£104 6 7

£ s. d.

5  1 4  6

27  6 .3

£44 o 9



E x p e n d itu re  on C a s t le — E x p e n d itu re  on B la c k g a te —

£ s. d. £ s. d.
A tte n d a n t ’s w ages . .  104 0 0 A tte n d a n t ’s w ages 52 0 0

do. g r a tu ity . .  5 0 0 S u bstitu te  during holi­
S u b stitu te  du rin g  h o li­ d a y 1 0 0

d a y  . .  . .  . .  2 0 0 R en t, N ew castle  Corpn. 1 0 0
S u it fo r  a tten d a n t . .  7 7 0 R en t, N .E . R a ilw a y  Co. 3 0 0
E lectr ic  cu rrent . .  4 19 9 H ou se  d u ty  & In com e  ta x 1 8 6
W a ter  rate 6 0 Coals 10 5 6
R en t, N ew castle  C or­ W ater ra te 1 0 0

p ora tion 2 6 R epairs to  ro o f 12 9 6
L o a d  o f  c o k e  & p orter ­ O ther repairs 2 14 10

age ................................  1 12 6 E lectric  current 5 6 6
P a d lock  and  repairing G as ................................ 1 17 6

lock s 11 4 W in d ow  clean ing 1 2 6
4 E lectr ic  lam ps 12 0 B rushes and oth er sundries 12 1
C loth  fo r  lam p 3. 4 . H ealth  insurance stam ps 1 1 8
B rushes *5 : 7 U  n em p loy m en t ,, !5 10
Sundries . . 13 10 Fire insurance prem ium 5 10 9
H ealth  insurance stam ps 1 1 8
U n em p loy m en t ,, 18 8
F ire  insurance prem ium 15 0

£ 1 3 0  19 2 £ 1 0 1 5 2

M iscellan eous  E x p e n d it u r e - £ s. d .
T itu s  W ilson  & Son, general prin ting  and stationery 29 15 7
A n d rew  R e id  & C o., L td ., .  . do. do. 8 8 7
R . R ob in son  & Co., L td ., sm all cash b ook 3 9
P ostage , fo r  v o l. xvii Arch. Aeliana, Proceedings, and general

corresp on d en ce . . 40 11 4
Carriage on  b o o k s  . . . 2 14 3
In d ex in g  Arch. Aeliana, xvii, and Proceedings, i x  . . 6 6 0
Mrs. W illans, preparin g  general in d ex  to  5 vols. Arch. A el... 5 5 0
E lk in gton  &  C o., fo r  s ix  e lectroty p es  o f  Aesica fibula 9 0 0
C. H . H . B lair, con tr ib u tion  tow a rd  p lates o f  seals 10 0 0



B rou gh t forw ard  
J. B. Sm ith , creein g-trou gh  
C heque b ook
W a y -lea v e  for electric cab le
Treasurer, for clerical assistance, postages, e tc
E ditor, fo r  p e tty  d isbursem ents

£  s. d. 
112 4 6

10 o  
10 o  
2 6 

4  1 8  6

7 1 7  Q

^126 2 6

D I T C H  O F  R O M A N  W A L L ,  L I M E S T O N E  B A N K .


