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I X .— SO M E  P O IN T S  IN  T H E  A R C H IT E C T U R A L  H IS T O R Y  
. O F  T H E  P R IO R Y  C H U R C H  A T  T Y N E M O U T H .

B y  C h a r le s  C le m e n t H o d g e s .
[R ead on the 31 M ay, 1922.]

The history of the magnificent and stately church which rose 
upon, and crowned the rock flanking the estuary of the Tyne ; the 
ruins of which show that it was one of incom parable grandeur, and  
are, even in their decay, am ongst the m ost treasured of our 
northern architectural m onum ents, is one of unusual romance. .

This history is told at length b y  Mr. H . H . E . Craster, in the 
new H istory of Northum berland, vol. v m , and in brief b y  Mr. 
W . H . Know les, Archeological Journal, vol. l x v i i  : and it is only  
necessary, for the purpose of these notes, to refer to some points 
and instances in the story of the hum ble origin of the church, and  
its rise to its consum m ate beauty.

The site was not one to be overlooked by the Anglian settlers in 
the seventh century, and like Bam burgh, Lindisfarne; H eysham , 
St. A b b ’s, W h itb y  and Bridlington, it was chosen for the estab­
lishm ent of a body of ecclesiastics. A t first, of a monastic charac­
ter, and a church of stone appears to have existed previous to the 
Danish invasion of 875, and in connection with this church was a 
cem etery, in which persons of importance were buried, for some 
portions of at .least two memorial crosses of the period and of 
considerable pretentions, have been found, which had been used as 
walling stones in the later buildings.

The early m onastery disappeared, like the others, on the east 
coast, with the Danish raids, and it is difficult to gather from  the 
scattered references to the church what its exact nature was 
during some two centuries. I t  is clear, however, that a church of



som e form  was m aintained b y  the earls of Northum berland, who 
had acquired the lands of the extinct monastic establishment, and 
that like the great basilica of St. W ilfrid  at H exham  it was a 
parish church served b y  secular priests!

The rise of the Benedictine house on the site after the N orm an  
Conquest, and in this parish church, was the cause of its dual 
character in later times, and affected the architectural nature of 
the building-, and dom inated its joint use b y  the people and the 
conventual body. In all cases where a double church is found, 
the existence of an early church will also be found, and the disso­
lution of the monastic houses in the sixteenth century, strangely  
affected, and in a very varied manner, the subsequent fortunes, 
or misfortunes, of the buildings. Tynem outh is one of the cases 
where there are sufficient remains of both the churches to show  
what their arrangement was, and their relation to one another.

The m ost typical parallel cases are those of C-royland, Sherborne, 
and W ym on d h am , in all of which the whole plan is known. D or­
chester near O xford, and St. B artholom ew ’s, Smithfield, and the 
cathedrals of Carlisle and St. D avids, are also well-known exam ples 
of double churches. The dual use of Carlisle survived into our own 
tim es, and only ceased when the parish church of St. M ary was 
built in the precinct, and the remains of the nave cleared of encum­
brances. In  m a n y . instances only half of the entire church 
remains, this m ay be either the m onastic or the parochial portion, 
m ore usually the latter, as at W alth am , Dunstable, Bridlington, 
H olm  Cultram , Thorney, St. M ary, Shrewsbury, Tubbury, and  
W orksop. O f the former class H exham  is a typical exam ple, as 
the choir and transepts, the conventional portion, was all that 
remained until recent years. The grand nave of Bridlington  
form s a good c o n tra st; as all that is known of the lost choir and 
transepts, is to be gathered from a sixteenth century detailed 
survey.



One of the m ost interesting and im portant features of the ruins 
of Tynem outh is the stone screen, of early thirteenth century date, 
which separates the ' two portions of the church. This has 
fortunately remained entire except its upper term ination, as the  
wall above it is of a much later date. A t  H exham  a sm all portion  
of a similar screen of like date remains im m ediately west of the  
south-west crossing pier. The best parallel to T ynem outh  in this 
respect is Croyland, where the whole screen remains, and it is 
significant that here the same difference in elaboration between  
the eastern, the conventual, and the western, the parochial side, is > 
very apparent. Though widely different in date, the rich arcaded  
decoration is in each* seen on the eastern face. Other com pari­
sons are St. Albans, W alth am  and Dunstable ; in all these the tw o  
doorways for passage to the rear of the parish altar, which, stood  
between them  facing westwards, remain entire. A  distinction  
should be drawn between this form  of division, and the great stone  
rood screens carrying stairs, m any of which still exist.

The m assive and sturdy N orm an church, the second upon the 
site, has been fully described and illustrated b y  Mr. K now les in the 
places cited, as well as the history of the confirmation of the church 
to the great abbey of St. A lbans, to which it becam e a cell, and' 
under that control it remained until the dissolution of the m onas­
teries swept both into com m on ruin, and only parochial rights 
remained, and so saved the. buildings from  com plete annihilation.

The great and w ealthy parent did not leave the daughter house 
long w ithout attention. The m other jealously guarded the pre­
cious shrines of St. A lban  and St. Am phibalus, and the daughter 
possessed that of St. Oswin. The rivalry of the great churches 
was very keen in. those days, and pilgrimages to shrines of notable  
saints were continuous. I t  was necessary that a precious jewel 
should have a suitable setting, and thus extensions on a great 
scale, and in the m ost sum ptuous manner was m ade to the build-



ings. T y n em ou th  a ffords an exam ple w ell w orth y  o f the closest 
stu d y  and exam ination .

T h e  N orm an  choir, w ith  its radiating chapels, soon  p rov ed  all 
to o  strait for  the recep tion  o f  the crow ds o f  p ilgrim s and devotees 
w ho cam e to  reverence St. Oswin, and as their offerings were an 
im p orta n t source o f  revenue, suitable and am ple a ccom m od a tion  
h ad  to  be p rov id ed  ; and as the a b b o t o f  St. A lbans was n ot to  be 
ou td on e  b y  the prior o f D urham  or any oth er ecclesiastical over­
lord , and exten sion  o f the choir on  a m ost generous scale was 

■ d ecided  upon. R ig h t n o b ly  was the schem e carried  ou t, and there 
is n o t a m ore beau tifu l bu ild ing  o f  the period  than that w h ich  rose 
around  and a b ov e  the shrine o f the sainted1 Oswin.

T h e new  ch o ir  w ith  aisles was part o f the sam e bu ild , and 
fo llow ed  the lines ad op ted  at the tim e, and has its counterpart in 
that Of R ip on , bu ilt b y  the m unificent archbishop  R oger , w hose 
num erous w orks in  the cou n ty  o f  Y o rk  and N ottin gh am  are co n ­
tem pora ry  w ith  those, equally  num erous, in  the b ish opric  o f  
D u rh am , erected  under the great churchbu ilder H ugh  Puds'ey.

I t  is to  b e  regretted  that there h ave n o t been  any con tem p orary  
records fou n d  w h ich  m ight h ave revealed  the date o f the erection  

' o f the new  choir, and it  is, therefore, necessary to  rely  upon  a care­
ful com parison  w ith  other bu ild ings in  the northern  p rov in ce  for 
w h ich  an exa ct d ate  is. know n. I t  w ill on ly  b e  desirable to  m en- 

. tion  tw o. T h e  k eep  o f N ew castle -u pon -T yn e, and the eastern 
p ortion  o f the fine colleg ia te  church  at D arlin gton , b o th  these are 
d a ted  to  a single year, the keep  having  been  begu n  in  1 1 7 2  and 
com p leted  in  1 1 7 7 , w hile D arlin gton  church  w as begu n  in  119 2  

and th e  w ork  was goin g  on  w hen b ish op  P u d sey  died  in  119 5  ; the 
ch oir  transepts, crossing piers, and the eastern b a y  o f the nave all 
being o f that tim e. T h e parallel o f R ip on  can not be  dated to  a 
year, as it  w as a  very  long  tim e in  hand. T w o  other valuable 
arch itectura l landm arks m ay  be  q u oted  in  th is connection . T h



‘ rou nd  ’ o f  the T em ple  church  in  L on d on , w h ich  w as finished 
and ded icated  in  1 x8 5 , and the L a d y  chapel .o f  G la ston b u ry  
A b b e y , begun in  1 1 8 4  and ded icated  in 1 1 8 6 . C om paring T y n e ­
m ou th  w ith  these w e are q u ite  safe in  p lacing its erection  in  the 
last decade o f the tw elfth  century .

T h e choir, five b a y s  in  length , had vau lted  a is le s ; and  a tri- 
forium  o f  fou r divisions, the central tw o  spanned  b y  a sem icir­
cu lar ou ter order o f  m ouldings. T his is the on ly  p la ce  w here the 
arches are n ot poin ted . T he am ple clerestory  has a w all ga llery  
open ing to  the in terior b y  a trip le  arcade in  each  b a y , and a w ide 
lancet in  the ou ter w all opposite  the central arch o f  the arcade. 
The bays are d iv ided  b y  vau lting  shafts o f three m em bers, the 
large cen tra l one b e in g -p o in ted . These shafts rise from  ca rved  
corbels seated on  the abaci o f  the cap ita ls o f  the piers, and h ad  
beneath  the corn ice  at the w all-head, carved  cap ita ls carry in g  the 
m ain beam s o f  a w ood en  ceiling.

E ast o f  the ch oir  is an aisless exten sion  w ith  w alls nine feet in  
thickness. These h ave w all passages at the level o f  the sills o f  the 
long  lancets in  the second  stage, and at that o f th e  clerestory . T he 
w indow s are confined to  the three eastern o f the fou r b ays, in to  
w hich  the length  o f the chapel is d iv ided . T he w estern bay , 
som ew hat narrow er than  the others, is decorated  w ith  b lank  w all 
arcades in  three tiers, and con ta in ed  new el stairs on  either side, 
entered from  the w est, and affording access to  the passages and 
the roof. O nly the south staircase rem ains, th at to  north  being  
ruined to  the ground level. T he chapel was covered  w ith  a fine 
and lo fty  quadripartite vau lt w ith  elaborate ly  m ou lded  ribs, 
rising from  carved  capitals at the level o f the stringcourse under 
the clerestory w indow s. These ribs are o f unusual size, being  
n f  ins. in  w idth , and p ro jectin g  from  the vau lt surface to  the 
sam e extent. T h e vau lt is five  bays in  length , and term inated  
w estw ards at a rich ly  m ou lded  arch spanning the choir, a b ov e



w h i c h  a  w a l l  w a s  c a r r i e d  u p  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f - t h e  c e i l i n g . T h e  e a s t  
w a l l  is  d i f f e r e n t l y  t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  s id e  w a l l s .  T h e  s a m e  w a l l  a r c a d e  
is  s e e n  i n  t h e  g r o u n d  s t o r y ,  a b o v e  t h i s  a r e  t h r e e  l o n g  l a n c e t s , t h e  
c e n t r a l  o n e  r i s i n g  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  f l a n k i n g  i t .  I n  t h e  u p p e r  
s t a g e  a r e  t h r e e  o p e n i n g s . I n  t h e  c e n t r e  a  p o i n t e d  o v a l  w i n d o w , 
a n d  l a n c e t s  o f  le s s e r  d i m e n s i o n s  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  c l e r e s t o r y , o n  , 
e i t h e r  s i d e . T h e  s ills  o f  t h e s e  a r e  s o m e  f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  
c l e r e s t o r y  g a l l e r i e s  o f  t h e  s i d e  w a l l s .

T h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  v a u l t  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  b a y  is  a s  b e a u t i f u l  a s  i t  
is  p e c u l i a r .  T h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  c o m p a r t m e n t  f o l l o w s  t h e  l in e s  
o f  a l l  t h o s e  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  i t ,  b u t  t h e  f e n e s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  
d e m a n d e d  a  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f ,  a s  t h e  r i b s  h a d  t o  b e  
a c c o m m o d a t e d  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g s  f l a n k i n g  t h e m  a n d  b e l o w  t h e m .  
B e t w e e n  t h e  l o w e r  l o n g  l a n c e t s  a r e  v a u l t i n g  s h a f t s ,  t h e  c o u n t e r ­
p a r t s  o f  t h o s e  o n  t h e  s i d e w a l l s , w i t h  c a p i t a l s  o f  t h e  s a m e  f o r m ,  
b u t  p l a c e d  a t  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l .  O n  t h e s e  c a p i t a l s  a r e  s e a t e d  r i b s ,  
i d e n t i c a l  i n  s e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e m a i n d e r ,  b u t  p l a c e d  a t  s u c h  a n  
a n g l e , t h a t  w h e n  p r o d u c e d  t h e  l i n e s  c o n v e r g e d  a n d  m e t  a t  t h e  
c e n t r e  o f  t h e  v a u l t .  T h e  v a r i a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  h i g h l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
a n d  p i c t u r e s q u e  f o r m  o f  a  s e x p a r t i t e  v a u l t .  T h e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  
r i b s  r e m a i n i n g  r is e  v e r t i c a l l y  f r o m  t h e  c a p i t a l s , a n d  s o  g r e a t  is  
t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e i r  s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  
o f  p i l a s t e r s .  T h e  c e n t r a l  .o p e n i n g  h a d  t o  b e  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  f l o o r ,  
a n d  h e n c e  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  t h e  c u r v e  w a s  p l a c e d  a s  h i g h  
a s  p o s s i b l e , s o  t h a t  t h e  c o n v e r g i n g  r i b s  s h o u l d  i n  n o  w a y  o b s c u r e  
i t .  T h e  e l e v e n  c o u r s e s  r e m a i n i n g  a r e  a l l  v e r t i c a l ,  b u t  o l d  d r a w ­
i n g s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c l e a r l y  s h o w  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  
c u r v e ,  a s  m a n y  m o r e  c o u r s e s  t h e n  e x i s t e d , a n d  t h e  s e a t i n g  o f  t h e  
r i b s  -o n  t h e  c a p i t a l s  is  c l e a r  p r o o f  o f  w h a t  t h e  d e s i g n  w a s  a n d  h o w  
i t  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t .  T h e  d r a w i n g  b y  M r .  W .  S a m u e l  W e a t h e r l e y ,  
m a d e  f o r  t h e  l a t e  S i r  G .  G i l b e r t  S c o t t ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  c h o i r  r e s t o r e d ,1





g ives the appearance o f  the vau lt w hen it  was entire, ex cep t that 
the spring o f the cu rve  is show n p laced  rather to o  low  dow n.

T h e  w estern  p a rt o f  the w estern  b a y  o f the vau lt o f the n ave o f  
the B en ed ictin e  a b b ey  o f  St. Stephen, Caen, has a vau lt erected  in  
the tw elfth  cen tu ry , in  w h ich  the sam e treatm ent is a dopted , to  
a ccom m od a te  the va u lt to  the trip le openings in  the earlier west 
fron t o f  the church. I t  is reasonable to  suppose that th e  arch itect 
w h o  p lanned  the new  ch o ir  at T yn em ou th  h ad  seen this vault.

E xa m p les  o f  the sexpartite  vau lt, though  qu ite  usual in  F rance, 
are o f  rare occu rren ce  in  E ngland. T h ey  are to  b e  seen : in  the 
sou th  end  o f  the N ine A ltars at D u rh a m ; at L in coln , in  a chapel 
in  n orth -east tra n s e p t ; a t C anterbury, in  the eastern transepts ; 
at Southw ell, in  the east b a y  o f  the choir ; at P eterborou gh , in  
the w est f r o n t ; an d  also at R och ester and N orw ich .

A lth ou gh  the exam ple  o f  the pecu liar vau lt at T y n em ou th  is 
un iqu e in  E ngland , as app lied  to  a square east end, the sam e 
arrangem ent occu rs in  tw o  p laces applied  to  an apsidal form , viz, in  
the sm all sem icircu lar chapels flanking the choir at N orw ich  ; and 
in  the fine tw elfth  cen tu ry  apsidal transept chapel o f  St. M ary ’ s 
church , G u ild ford , b o th  lon g  anterior to  the erection  o f  the new  
ch oir o f  T yn em ou th . .

T h e  new  ch o ir  w as set ou t o f a  greater w id th  than  its  prede­
cessor o f  the N orm an  period , and the ju n ction  o f  the new  w ork  
w ith  th e  eastern crossing piers is w orth  carefu l exam ination . 
T h e  N orm an  piers w ere retained  and the new  w ork  flanked the o ld  
to  the n orth  an d  sou th  o f  it. T h e piers becam e a curious com ­
p ou n d  and  th e  tw o  d iffer in  a rem arkable m anner. T h e  later 
p ortion  o f  th a t to  the sou th  consists o f  the respond o f  the w est end 
o f  th e  m ain  arcade and the northern  ja m b  o f  th e  fine arch opening 
in to  the sou th  transept. T he n ew  p ortion  does n ot am ount to  one- 
th ird  the area o f  th a t add ed  to  the north  o f  the corresponding pier, 
in  w h ich , in  p lace  o f  the respon d  o f the arcade being a half pier, it



i s  a l m o s t  e n t i r e ,  h a v i n g  s e v e n  o u t  o f  t h e .  e i g h t  m e m b e r s , a n d  
s t a n d s  f a r t h e r  e a s t . W e s t  o f  t h i s  is  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  m a s s  a g a i n s t  

t h e  N o r m a n  p i e r .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h a t  t h i s  
p i e r  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  n e w e l  s t a i r  t o  t h e  t o w e r ,  a  u s u a l  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
t h i s  f e a t u r e .  T h i s  f a c t  m a y  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  p i e r  a n d  
t h e  n o r t h  a r c a d e . B e i n g  t h e  f r a i l e s t  o f  t h e  f o u r ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  
s t a i r ,  i t  w o u l d  r e a d i l y  f a l l  w h e n  d e p r i v e d  o f  a b u t m e n t ,  a n d  s e a le d  
t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  n o r t h  s id e  o f  t h e  c h o i r .  I t  is  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  
o l d  v i e w s  s h o w  t h e  n o r t h  s id e  a l l  g o n e , a n d  t h e  s o u t h  i n t a c t  u p  t o  
t h e  w a l l  h e a d .l

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  b r o k e n  c a p i t a l s  f r o m  t h e  c h o i r  a m o n g  th e  
f r a g m e n t s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  r u i n s ,  b u t  b y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l l

1  There are two good plans of the church. One b y  Mr. E. Ridsdale Tate in the 
Builder, Feb. 2 , 1 8 9 5 , and another by  Mr. W . H. Knowles in Arch. Journal, lx v ii, 
1 9 1 0 . The former gives' a good detail of the N .E . pier. '



t h e  d e t a c h e d  d e t a i l s  is  a  g r e a t  c a p i t a l  o f  F r o s t e r l e y  m a r b l e , t h r e e  
f e e t  s q u a r e  a n d  f o u r t e e n  i n c h e s  t h i c k ,  p i e r c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t r e .

I t  is  t h e  f i n e s t  s p e c i m e n  o f  t h e  c a r v i n g  o f  t h e  ‘ T r a n s i t i o n a l  ’ 
p e r i o d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d  h a v i n g  l a r g e  w e l l - c a r v e d  w a t e r  
l e a v e s  a t  t h e  a n g le s  a n d  s p e a r - s h a p e d  l e a v e s  o n  e a c h  f a c e . T h i s  
d o e s  n o t  f i t  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  h a s  h a d  a n  i s o l a t e d  
p o s i t i o n .  I t  h a s  r e s t e d  o n  a  p i l l a r  o f  q u a t r e f o i l  f o r m ,  a n d  is  
m o s t  p r o b a b l y  t h e  s t o n e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p i l l a r ,  a n d  t h e  
b o w l ,  o r  f s p o o n /  o f  t h e  g r e a t  f o n t  o f  t h e  p r i o r y .  I t  m a y  p o s s i b l y  
b e  t h e  b o w l  o f  a  l a r g e  s t o u p .  O n  t h e  25t h  o f  J u n e  t h e  w r i t e r  h a d  
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  i n  c o m p a n y  w i t h  t w o  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
S o c i e t y ,  o f  m a k i n g  a  c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t o n e . T h e  
u p p e r  s i d e  s h o w s  a  h o l e  4J  i n s .  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  w o r n  s m o o t h  a n d  
e n l a r g e d  a t  t h e  t o p .  A  h a l f  r o u n d  c h a n n e l  is  c a r r i e d  f r o m  o n e  o f .  
t h e  a n g l e s  t o  t h i s ,  a n d  a  s m a l l  h o l e  c o m m u n i c a t e s  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  
p e r f o r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  l o w e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a f  a s  s e e n  o n  t h e  
d r a w i n g  o n  p .  103 . T h e  a n g le s  a r e  a ll  b r o k e n  a n d  o n e  s i d e  is  
p l a i n ,  a n d  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a g a i n s t  a  w a l l .  T h e  s e v e n - l o b e d  
l e a f  s e e n  o n  t h e  d r a w i n g  is  t h e  m o s t  e l a b o r a t e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  r e m a i n ­
i n g .  T h e  o t h e r s  a r e  p l a i n  w a t e r  l e a v e s  u n r i b b e d ,  b u t  o n e  h a s  a  
s a l t i r e  i n  r e l i e f  u p o n  i t s  s u r f a c e . T h e  a r m s  o f  S t .  A l b a n s  a b b e y ,  
w Te r e , l i k e  t h o s e  o f  H e x h a m  p r i o r y  A zu re , a sa ltire  or.

T h e  c h o i r ,  a n d  c h a p e l  o f  S t .  O s w i n  t a k e n  t o g e t h e r ,  c o n s t i t u t e  
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  e x a m p l e s  o f  m e d i e v a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a r t  
t o  b e  s e e n  a n y w h e r e .  T h e r e  is  n o t h i n g  i n  E n g l a n d  t o  b e  c o m ­
p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  t w o  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  l a t t e r  t a k e n  p er $e, b u t  
t h e  t w o  l o f t y  a is le le s s  v a u l t e d  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  a b b e y  c h u r c h e s  o f  
F o u n t a i n s  a n d  D u r h a m . 2.  T h o u g h  l a c k i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  d e l i c a c y  
a n d  g r a c e f u l n e s s  o f  s o m e  c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  o r  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  w o r k s  i n  
t h e  m o r e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  E n g l a n d ,  a s  s e e n  a t  L i n c o l n  o r  E l y ,



- t h e r e  is  a  b o l d n e s s  o f  c o n c e p t i o n , a  n o b i l i t y  a n d  a  g r a n d e u r  i n  
t h e  l a n c e t s  a n d  t h e  v a u l t  o f  S t .  O s w i n ’ s c h a p e l  t h a t  is  s i n g u l a r l y  
a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  e n t r a n c i n g .  I t  is  a  b r i g h t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  g e m  o f  
p u r e s t  r a y  s e r e n e . W e  a l l  d e p l o r e  i t s  f a t e  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  a n d  i t s  p r e s e n t  r u i n e d ,  f o r l o r n  a n d  s t o r m w o r n  s t a t e ,  b u t  
i t  is  b e t t e r  f o r  i t  t o  r e m a i n  a s  i t  is  t h a n  t o  see  i t  ‘ r e s t o r e d / '  a s  i t  
is  t e r m e d , a n d  s o  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a  f r i g i d  a n d  g a l v a n i z e d  c o r p s e .

T h e  s y m m e t r y  a n d  c o m p a c t n e s s  o f  t h e  p l a n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  
r e m a i n e d  u n d i s t u r b e d  f o r  a  c e n t u r y  a n d  a  h a l f .  B e f o r e  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  p i l g r i m s  
a f f o r d e d  b y  S t .  O s w i n  s c h a p e l  w a s  f o u n d  i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  s o  s o m e  o f  
t h e  s u r p l u s  w e a l t h  o f  t h e  p a r e n t  h o u s e  w a s  e x p e n d e d  i n  b u i l d i n g  a  
L a d y  c h a p e l  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s id e  o f  t h e  c h o i r .  I t  w a s  o f  a m p l e  s i z e ,  
s i x t y  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  a n d  t w e n t y - s e v e n  f e e t  w i d e .  I t  w a s  f o u r  
b a y s  i n  l e n g t h  a n d  h a d  b o l d l y  p r o j e c t i n g  b u t t r e s s e s , a n d  i t  m a y  
h a v e - b e e n  v a u l t e d .  T h e  r e m a i n s  o f  i t  a r e  s o  s l i g h t  t h a t  i t  is  o n l y  
b y  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  s i m i l a r  w o r k s  o f  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  
g r a n d  L a d y  c h a p e l  a t  E l y  t h a t  i t  c a n  b e  r e s t o r e d  i n  i m a g i n a t i o n .  
I t s  p l a n  is  g i v e n  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p l a n  o f  t h e  p r i o r y ,  a n d  
a  r e m a i n i n g  f r a g m e n t ,  n o w  g o n e , is  s e e n  i n  G r i m m ’ s d r a w i n g .

S a m u e l  H i e r o n y m u s  G r i m m  ( 1734- 1794) ,  w a s  a  S w i s s , a n d  n o t e d  
f o r  s k i l l  a n d  a c c u r a c y  a s  a  t o p o g r a p h i c a l  d r a u g h t s m a n .  O n e  o f  
h i s  p r o d u c t i o n s - w a s  e x h i b i t e d  a t  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e  R o y a l  
A c a d e m y  i n  1774 . T h i s  w a s  ‘ T h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  M a u n d a y  
M o n e y  a t  W h i t e h a l l /  a n d  w a s  e n g r a v e d  b y  B a s i r e .  H e  w a s  
e m p l o y e d  b y  S i r  R i c h a r d  K a y e  t o  m a k e  d r a w i n g s  i n  D e r b y s h i r e ,  
L i n c o l n ,  N o t t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s , a n d  b y  S i r  W i l l i a m  B u r r e l l  
f o r  h i s  S u s s e x  c o l l e c t i o n . T h e  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
s e rie s  a r e  B e d s . ,  B e r k s . ,  B u c k s . ,  C a m b s . ,  D e r b y ,  D o r s e t ,  D u r h a m ,  
G l o u c e s t e r ,  H u n t s . ,  L e i c e s t e r ,  L i n c o l n ,  M i d d l e s e x ,  N o r f o l k ,  
N o r t h a n t s . ,  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,  N o t t s . ,  O x f o r d ,  S o m e r s e t ,  S u s s e x , 
W e s t m o r l a n d ,  W i l t s . ,  a n d  Y o r k s h i r e ,  I n  1810 S i r  R i c h a r d  K a y e



b e q u e a t h e d  t w e l v e  f o l i o  v o l s .  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d r a w i n g s  t o  t h e  
B r i t i s h  M u s e u m  ( A d d l .  M S S  (15 , 537- 15, 548) .  T h e y  a r e  a l l  d e ­
s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  ‘ C a t a l o g u e  o f  t h e  M S S  M a p s , C h a r t s ,  a n d  P l a n s ,  a n d  
o f  t h e  T o p o g r a p h i c a l  D r a w i n g s  i n  t h e  B . M .  L o n d o n ,  1844/

T h e  d r a w i n g s  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  a n d  D u r h a m  a r e  o f  g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  i n c l u d e ;  b e s id e s  m a n y  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  a n t i q u i t i e s  
n o w  g o n e , s c e n e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  s u c h  a s  t h e  
C o m m u n i o n  S e r v i c e  i n  D u r h a m  C a t h e d r a l ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  
p l a t e  a n d  c a n d l e s t i c k s , c a n d l e s  n o t  l i g h t e d ,  d e a n  a n d  p r e b e n d s  i n  
w i g s , s u r p l i c e s  a n d  h o o d s , o n e  r e a d i n g  f a c i n g  w e s t ,  m i n o r  c a n o n s , 
l a y  c l e r k s  a n d  b o y s  i n  s u r p l i c e s  k n e e l i n g  o n  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  s a n c ­
t u a r y .  O t h e r s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  d i n n e r s  w i t h  g o w n e d  a n d  
w i g g e d  p r e b e n d a r i e s , o n e  r e a c h i n g  a  c o i n  o v e r  h i s  s h o u l d e r  t o  a  
g o w n e d  b o y ,  g e n t l e m e n '  s t a n d i n g  r o u n d  t h e  t a b l e  l o o k i n g  o n -, t h e  
G r a c e  c u p  p a s s i n g  r o u n d .  D i n n e r  t o  o l d  w o m e n  a t  D u r h a m .  
P r e b e n d a r y  d i s t r i b u t i n g  l o n g  c l a y  p i p e s , a n d  la r g e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  

. p i p e s , t h i r t e e n  w o m e n , o n e  t a k i n g  u p  t h e  G r a c e  c u p .
F i n e  v i e w s  o f  H o l y  I s l a n d  a n d  t h e  F a m e s  ; a  v e r y  g o o d  p i c t u r e  

o f  a  p i c n i c  d i n n e r  o n  P i n n a c l e  I s l a n d , ;  s i x  m e n  i n  f l a p p i n g  h a t s ,  
a n d  f o u r  l a d i e s , s o m e  o f  t h e  m e n  d i v i n e s  i n  w i g s  a n d  c a s s o c k s , 
l a d i e s  v e i y  g r a c e f u l  i n  l a r g e  h a t s  a n d  f e a t h e r s  ; t w o  o f  t h e  m e n  a r e  
s e r v a n t s  w i t h  h e a d s  u n c o v e r e d .  O n e  d i v i n e  is  h a v i n g  a  p u l l  a t  a  
b i g  m u g .  T h e  a r t i s t  is  b u s y  d r a w i n g  ; d o g  w a t c h i n g ,  s e a  b i r d s  
c r o w d e d  o n  t h e  r o c k s  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .

G r i m m ’ s d r a w i n g  s h o w s  t h a t  i t  h a d  l a r g e  t r a c e r i e d  w i n d o w s , 
w i t h  e l a b o r a t e l y  m o u l d e d  j a m b s  a n d  a r c h e s . S o m e  m u c h  b a t t e r e d  
a n d  w o r n ,  f o r m  p ie c e s  o f  t h i s  t r a c e r y  a r e  l y i n g  i n  t h e  r u i n s , a n d  a r e  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s h e w  t h e  s u m p t u o u s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  w o r k .  T h e  o t h e r  
d e t a i l s  a r e  s e v e r a l  c a r v e d  s p a n d r i l s  f r o m  t h e  w a l l  a r c a d e  o f  t h i s  
c h a p e l .  T h i s  a r c a d e  w o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  a l l  r o u n d  b e n e a t h  t h e  s ills  
o f  t h e  w i n d o w s ,  a n d  h a d  w e l l - m o u l d e d  c i n q u e f o i l e d  a r c h e s .

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  L a d y  c h a p e l  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g





a d d i t i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  t h e  c h a p e l  o f  S t .  O s w i n .  T h i s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  t r a c e r y  i n  t h e  l a r g e , a n d  w i d e  l o w e r  l a n c e t s .  T h i s  
is  w e l l  s h o w n  i n  T .  M .  R i c h a r d s o n 's  c a r e f u l  d r a w i n g  i n  W .  S i d n e y  
G i b s o n ' s  H is to ry  of T y n e m o u th .3 T h e  c h a n g e  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  
l a n c e t s  i n t o  t w o - l i g h t  t r a n s o m e d  w i n d o w s .  T h e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  
l i g h t s ,  b o t h  a b o v e  a n d  b e l o w  t h e  t r a n s o m s , w e r e  c o n q u e f o i l e d , 
a n d  t h e  c e n t r e - p i e c e  w a s  a  l a r g e  q u a t r e f o i l .  T h e  c h a n g e  m u s t  
h a v e  b e e n  a  g r e a t  i m p r o v e m e n t .  I n  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  
f L a n c e t ' s t y l e  w a s  o u t  o f  f a s h i o n , a n d  t h e  v e r y  w i d e  l a n c e t s  
h a d  a  b a r e  a n d  g a u n t  a p p e a r a n c e , a n d  t h e  g l a z i n g  w o u l d  b e  a  
m a t t e r  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  a n  e x p o s e d  a n d  w i n d y  p o s i t i o n .  A n  e x a c t  
p a r a l l e l  is  t h e  N i n e  A l t a r s  a t  D u r h a m ,  w h e r e  t h e  s a m e  c h a n g e  w a s  
e f f e c t e d , t h o u g h  a t  a  l a t e r  p e r i o d  t h a n  a t  T y n e m o u t h .  A l l  t h e  
l a n c e t s  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  t r a c e r y ,  b u t  a l l  w a s  r e m o v e d  b y  t h e  
r e s t o r e r s , e x c e p t  t h a t  i n  t h e  s o u t h  w i n d o w s .4 - T h e  t r a c e r y  i n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  l a n c e t s  is  s h o w n  i n  C a r t e r 's  f i n e  p l a t e s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  
S o c i e t y  o f  A n t i q u a r i e s .  A t  D u r h a m  t h e  c h a n g e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  
s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p a i r  o f  f in e  t w o - l i g h t  t r a n s o m e d  
w i n d o w s  i n  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  m a d e  u n d e r  b i s h o p  H a t f i e l d  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  e n d  o f  B e k ' s  g r e a t  h a l l  i n  t h e  c a s t l e . T h e s e  a r e  n o w  g r e a t l y  

* o b s c u r e d  b y  s u b s e q u e n t  c h a n g e s , b u t  t h e  d e t a i l s  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  
s o m e  o f  t h e  r o o m s , a n d  a r e  w e l l  w o r t h  e x a m i n a t i o n .

T h e  p o p u l a r  e r r o r ,  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  h a d  i t s  o r i g i n  a m o n g s t  
t h e  e a r l y  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  a n d  e c c le s i o lo g is t s  a b o u t  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h a t  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e ^ e a s t  e n d s  o f  l a r g e  
c h u r c h e s  o f  c a t h e d r a l  o r  m o n a s t i c  r a n k  w e r e  L a d y  c h a p e l s , a n d  
t h a t  a l l  L a d y  c h a p e l s  w e r e , o r  o u g h t  t o  b e , a t  t h e  e a s t  e n d , is  
a g a i n s t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  m e d i a e v a l  u s a g e . I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  a r e  a s  
m a n y  l a t e r a l  L a d y  c h a p e l s  a s  e a s t e r n  o n e s . A m o n g s t  t h e  E n g l i s h  
c a t h e d r a l s  t h e  e a s t  e n d  L a d y  c h a p e l s  a r e  C h i c h e s t e r , E x e t e r ,

3 Vol. i, pi. v ii.
4 R . W . Billings’s Durham Cathedral, pi. l x iv .



G loucester, H ereford , L ichfield , N orw ich , Salisbury, W ells  and „ 
W inchester. T hose in  the lateral p osition  are fou n d  at E ly , 
P eterborou gh , B ristol, O x ford , R ochester, W ork sop , W alth am , 
T h etford , W ym on d h am , D orchester (O xon .), L itt le  D u n m ow  
(E ssex), R ep ton , a n d  m an y  other places.

In  the fifteenth  cen tu ry  a sm all ch antry  chapel w as erected  to  
the east o f  St. O sw in ’s chapel b y  the P ercy  fam ily . T his w as 
assum ed to  b e  the L a d y  chapel. A  m om en t’ s th ou gh t w ou ld  h ave 
revealed  the u tter absurd ity  o f such an idea. It's sm all size w ou ld  
h ave rendered it  qu ite  useless fo r  such  a purpose ; w hile it  was 
am p ly  sufficient to  a ccom m odate  a priest and his servers, to  sing 
the m asses fo r  the chantry.

In  the la tter part o f  the fifteenth , or the early  years o f  the s ix ­
teenth  cen tu ry , a great change was m ade w hich  en tirely  a ltered 
the appearance o f  the church. This was the form a tion  o v e r  the 
ch oir  and St. O sw in ’s chapel o f a lo fty  upper s torey  or cro ft . A t  
the tim e o f  its' erection  it  sorely  m arred the sim ple d ig n ity  o f  the 
finely  arcaded eastern gable, and its lo fty  flanking p innacles, bu t 
the su pport g iven  to  these b y  the added  m ason ry  has been  the 
m eans o f  preserving them  to  our ow n  days. T h e  view s o f  the 
building m ade be fore  the close o f the eighteenth  cen tu ry  show  the 
rem ains o f  th is m ysterious structure m uch  m ore com p lete  th an 
th ey  n ow  are, and from  these w e gather that the lo ft  w as carried  
over the w hole  eastern arm  up  to  the cen tra l tow er. I t  w as 
d iv ided  in to  tw o  portions. T h at over the vau lt o f St. O sw in ’ s 
chapel w as at a som ew hat higher level and w as o f  m u ch  lesser ex ­
tent than  the w estern part. T h e access to  the eastern part w as b y  ‘ 
the new el stairs in  the w estern angles o f the chapel. T h e  d oorw a y  
from  the head  o f the southern one is seen in  th e  engraving in  
B rand  (vol. n , p. 6 5 ). T he access to  the greater part w as p rob a b ly  
from  the central tow er. T he details show  that the structure was 
o f a substantia l and costly  character, and h ad  large traceried  and



o t r a n s o m e d  w i n d o w s  w i t h  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e s , a n d  e l a b o r a t e l y  
m o u l d e d  j a m b s .  S u c h  i s  t h e  m e a g r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  b e  
o b t a i n e d  f r o m  w h a t  n o w  e x i s t s  e l u c i d a t e d  b y  t h e  o l d  d r a w i n g s .  
I t  i s  n o t  i m p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  l i g h t e d  
b y  o n l y  t w o  w i n d o w s  o n  i t s  s o u t h  s i d e , w a s  u s e d  a s  a  l i b r a r y  o r  
m u n i m e n t  r o o m , a s  i t  is  w e l l  k n o w n  t h a t  m o n a s t i c  l i b r a r i e s  
m a t e r i a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
a n d  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s i t e  p r e c l u d e d  a n y  e x t e n s i o n  o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  l a t e r a l l y .  T h e  o n l y  u s e  t h a n  c a n  b e  a s s u m e d  f o r  t h e  
l a r g e r  p o r t i o n ,  w h i c h  h a d  f i v e  w i n d o w s  o n  i t s  s o u t h  s i d e , w a s  t o  
s t o r e  t h e  n u m e r o u s  l a r g e  a n d  c u m b e r s o m e  p r o p e r t i e s , m o d e l s , 
i m a g e s  a n d  t h e  l i k e ,  w h i c h  w e r e  i n  r e g u l a r  u s e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s io n s  
a n d  m i r a c l e  p l a y s  w h i c h  f o r m e d  a  p r o m i n e n t  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  s p e c ­
t a c u l a r  w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  a g e s , a n d  w h i c h  g r e w  t o  s o m e w h a t  
e x t r a v a g a n t  p r o p o r t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

T h e r e  a r e  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e s e  l o f t s ,  o v e r  t h e  e a s t e r n  
a r m s  o f  c h u r c h e s , d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y  o n w a r d s .  
T h r e e  a r e  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  O x f o r d ,  a n d  a m o n g s t  t h e  m o s t  c o n s p i c ­
u o u s  a r e  t h o s e  o v e r  B e c k e t ' s  C r o w n  a t  C a n t e r b u r y ' a n d  t h e  c h o i r  
o f  C h r i s t c h u r c h ,  H a m p s h i r e .  T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  e x a m p l e  i n  N o r t h ­
u m b e r l a n d  is  t h a t  o f  B r i n k b u r n  p r i o r y ,  w h i c h ,  l i k e  T y n e m o u t h  
is  b u i l t  o n  a  v e r y  r e s t r i c t e d  s i t e :  T h e r e  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  l a t e
t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y  c h o i r  w e r e  c a r r i e d  u p  i n  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
a n d  a  l o f t  is  f o u n d  o v e r  t h e  e a s t e r n  a r m .




