
V I I . — M O N U M E N T A L  I N S C R I P T I O N S  I N  K I R K -  
N E W T O N  C H U R C H  A N D  C H U R C H Y A R D .

B y  J . C .  H o d g s o n , m .a . , V ic e - P r e s i d e n t .

[ R e a d  o n  26th  M a r c h , 1924 . ]

T h e  e n o r m o u s  h ig h la n d  p a r is h  o f  K ir k n e w t o n , w ith  a n  a r e a  
o f  o v e r  th ir ty -s e v e n  th o u s a n d  a c re s , c o m p r is e s  f ifte e n  s p a r c e ly  
p o p u la te d  t o w n s h ip s . A l t h o u g h  n o  A n g l i a n  s to n e s  h a v e  b e e n  
fo u n d  a  c h u r c h  m u s t  h a v e  e x is te d  f r o m  v e r y  e a r ly  t im e s  a n d  its  
h is t o r y  c a n  b e  tra c e d  f r o m  th e  t im e  o f  H e n r y  I I .  W i t h i n  a n d  
a r o u n d  ‘ th is  te m p le  o f  r e c o n c ilia tio n  ’ m o r e  th a n  tw e n ty  g e n e r a 

tio n s  o f  p a r is h io n e r s — g e n t le  a n d  s im p le — h a v e  b e e n  la id  to  
re st to  a w a it  th e  d a y  s e e n  b y  th e  a n c ie n t  p r o p h e t  in  h is  V i s i o n  
o f  th e  V a l l e y  o f  D r y  B o n e s , w h e n  th e  b r e a th  s h a ll  c o m e  u n to  
th e m  a n d  th e y  s h a ll  s ta n d  o n  th e ir  fe e t , a n  e x c e e d in g  g r e a t  
a r m y ;  a n d , to  u s e  A d d i s o n ’ s  fin e  s im ile , ‘ W e  s h a l l  a ll  o f  u s  b e  
c o n te m p o r a r ie s  a n d  m a k e  o u r  a p p e a r a n c e  t o g e t h e r . ’ A s  th e  
e a r lie r  r e g is te r s  o f  th e  p a r is h  w e r e  d e s tr o y e d  dr in ju r e d  b y  fire  in  
1789 th e  m o n u m e n ta l  in s c r ip t io n s  p r o v id e  th e  o n ly  r e c o r d  o f  
b u r ia ls  b e fo r e  th e  t im e  o f  th a t d is a s te r . T h e  s e le c t io n  p r in t e d  o n  
th e  f o l lo w in g  p a g e s  c o m p r is e  a ll th e  e p ita p h s  w ith in  th e  c h u r c h  
(w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  a n  i l le g ib le  in s c r ip tio n  o n  th e  c h a n c e l  
flo o r  a n d  a n y  o th e r s  th a t m a y  b e  c o v e r e d  u p  b y  th e  p e w s  in  th e  
n a v e ) , a n d . m o s t  o f  th o s e  s e t  u p  in  th e  g r a v e -y a r d  b e fo r e  th e  
y e a r  1850 . B o th  s e r ie s  are  a r r a n g e d  in  a lp h a b e t ic a l  o r d e r .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  m o n u m e n ta l  in s c r ip t io n s  a re  w ith in  th e  
c h u r c h  : —

In m em ory o f  Thom as Bates1 o f  C oupland Castle w ho died there June 
1830 aged 67 years. Erected by his affectionate niece Elizabeth R ob in son .

T h e above nam ed Elizabeth R obinson  died at G alew ood  June 25 1870 
aged 82 years.

1 For a pedigree of Bates of Aydon, Heddon and Langley, see new History of 
Northumberland, vol. x, p. 377. l’



In m em ory o f  the R ev. John B oucher,2 M .A . som etim e Fellow  o f 
M agdalen C ollege O x ford , rector o f Shaftesbury, and vicar o f  this parish, 
w ho died N ovem ber 12 1818 aged 41 years. Th is tablet is inscribed :

W ilhelm ina his youngest ch ild 'w h o  died April 5 1817 aged 9 months 
sleeps by her father’s side.'

In m em ory o f  M atthew  C ulley3' o f D enton in the County o f  D urham  
and o f  A keld  in N orthum berland w h o died at W a rk  on the 7 D ecem ber 
1804 aged 74 years. A lso o f  E lizabeth Culley his w ife, sister o f Thom as 
Bates o f  Coupland Castle, w ho died at Akeld 10 February 1814 aged 66 
years.

T h is tablet w as erected by Edw ard T ew art4 esq. o f  Southgate Park 
M iddlesex to the m em ory o f  his affectionate daughter M argaret Ann Culley 
w ho died in ch ild bed on -the 11 April 1834 in the 24th year o f  her age. 
A lso to the m em ory o f  M atthew  Culley o f  Coupland Castle Esq. her 
husband w ho survived his lamented w ife only 8 days and died on the 19th 
April 1834.

W ithin  the fam ily vault o f  Alexander D avison 5 esq. o f  L ondon in the 
north-east transept o f  the church are deposited the m ortal rem ains o f 
H arriett D avison  daughter o f  A lexander D avison  esq. and H arriett, his 
w ife  : born 24 Sept. 1791 : died o f  hooping cough  9 April 1796 aged 5 years.

And o f  Florentia L ou ise Guidobaldine (com m only called Florine 
D avison) third daughter o f  Sir W illiam  D avison  and Lady R osalie D avison 
his w ife  born at Hariau in Germ any 7 August 1834 died o f  pulm onary 
consum ption  at P isa T uscany 30 N ov. 1857 aged 23 years.

2 John Boucher of St. John’s College, Oxford, son of James Boucher of 
Tynemouth, matriculated 3 1  Oct., 17 9 5 , aged 1 8 ; B.A. 179 9— of Magdalen College 
M.A. and fellow, 18 0 2 . He had with other issue two sons, viz. : the Rev. James 
Boucher of Worcester College, Oxford, some time perpetual curate of Horton, 
and John Boucher of Exeter College, Oxford.

3 One of the brothers Culley who migrated. from Denton in Teesdale soon 
after the middle of the eighteenth. century, and farming extensively at Fenton, 
Wark, Crookham Eastfield, Grindon, etc., purchased valuable estates in North
umberland. For a pedigree of Culley see new History of Northumberland, vol. n, 
p. 2 2 4 .

4 On the 2 1 July, 1 7 6 3 , William Tewart of Monkwearmouth,' master and 
mariner, married Margaret, daughter of William Lawson of Longhurst, and had 
with other issue' a son Edward Tewart of Ludgate Hill, London, mercer, who in 
partnership with his elder brother became wealthy. His wife was Elizabeth, 
daughter of Thomas Preston of Lincoln, alderman. He had (perhaps with other) 
issue three sons and two daughters. His will dated 18 May, 18 4 3 , was proved in 
April, 18 4 5 , when his personal estate was sworn at ^ 12 0 ,000.

5 Alexander Davison was a personal friend of Nelson. For. a pedigree of 
Davison of Lanton and Swarland, see new History of Northumberland, vol. vii, 
p. 4 0 1 .



i. The vault is opposite this tablet 8 ft. from  north wall and 8 ft. from  
east wall. '

Sacred to the m em ory o f C ol. Sir W illiam  D avison, K night, and K night 
o f  H anover, o f Sw arland P ark and Lanton in the C ounty o f  N orthum ber
land : born D ec. 19 1788 : died in L ondon  Jan. 14 1873.

And o f  his w ife Lady R osalie  D avidson daughter o f  L u d w ig  D etleff, 
Baron de L utzow  : born Feb. 12 1790 : died at Berne, Switzerland, April 22 
1867.

T heir rem ains rest in the fam ily vault in the churchyard. T h is  tablet 
has been erected by their only surviving child the baroness von Reiderer.

H ere lies the rem ains o f Ann w ife to R obert F enw ick  in M ilfield w ho 
died A ugust 23 1761 aged 30 years. A lso R alph their son w ho died M ay 5 
j765 a£ ed 11 years. A lso Frances aged 19 years and Elizabeth aged 27 
years daughters to R obert F e n w ic k ..............................

* Here lies the rem ains o f the R ev. T hom as O rde6 M .A . vicar o f  this 
parish near 40 years w ho died universally lam ented April 27 1770 aged 66 
years.

Also Sarah his w ife  w ho died M ay 13 1778 aged 70 years.

In affectionate rem em brance o f James R ea w ho died at M iddleton 
H ouse 1 July 1849 aged 69 years.

Also o f  Frances R ea w ife o f  the above w ho died 9 February 1871 aged 
89 years."

Sacred to the m em ory o f T hom as R eed esq .7 o f  H oppen N orthum ber
land w ho died on the 3rd o f  June 1817 in the 63rd year o f  his age. A lso 
to the m em ory o f his w ife Ann R eed w ho died on the 31st o f  D ecem ber 
1845 in the 91st year o f her age. And o f  their third son L eighton  R eed 
1st Lieut. R oyal Marines belonging to the Daedalus Frigate w ho died 
at P ort-R oya l Jamaica on the 3rd o f  D ecem ber 1807 in the 21st year o f  his 
age and was interred there on the Palisades.

T he R ev . C . R ob in son 8 ob. Feby. 1 1855 aet. 61. Elizabeth R ob in son  
ob. June 25 1870 aet. 85.

6 Thmas Orde was baptized at Norham, 2 March, 1 7 0 3 / 4 , being the third 
or fourth son of Thomas Orde of Felkington, and brother of John Orde who 
succeeded to the family property at East Ord, Grindon, etc. His wife Sarah 
was daughter and, at length, heiress of Leonard Shafto, rector of Gateshead.

7 For a pedigree of Reed of Hethpool and Hoppen, see new History of North
umberland, vol. 11, p. 258 .

8 Mr. Robinson was son of the Rev. Christopher Robinson, perpetual curate 
■ of Pensher in the County of Durham, by his wife Agnes, daughter of the Rev.
Richard Wallis, perpetual curate of Carham. He was of Lincoln College, Oxford, 
exhibitioner 1 8 1 2 , B.A. 18 1 6 , M.A. 1 8 1 9 . His wife was Elizabeth, daughter of 
Matthew Culley of Akeld. Hea was vicar of Kirknewton, 18 2 7 - 18 5 3 . For a 
pedigree of Robinson of Herrington, see Surtees Durhamt vol. 1 , p. 1 9 1 .



In m em ory o f  P rideaux Selby9 o f  Paston, Northum berland. Born 
Septem ber 3 1810. D ied April 5 1872.

Sacred to the m em ory o f  Elizabeth the beloved and deeply lamented 
w ife  o f  E dw ard T ew art esq. o f  Coupland Castle, and Y ork  Place, Portm an 
Square, L on don , w ho departed this life on the 10th day o f M arch 1839 in 
the 63rd year o f  her age. A lso to the m em ory o f  Edw ard T ew art esq. 
husband to the above, w ho died at Coupland Castle, deeply lamented, on 
the 20th February 1845 in the 74th year o f  his age.

N ear this stone w as interred the body o f  ye R ev. John W erg e10 M .A . 
vicar o f  this church 52 years, w ho departed this life Feb. 4 1732 in the 80th 
year o f  his age. A lso the body o f  Elisabeth his w ife  w ho departed this 
life N ov. 12 1729 in the 68th year o f  her age. H ere also were interred 
three o f  their children viz. M ary, Catherine and G eorge.

T h e  f o l lo w i n g  m o n u m e n ta l  in s c r ip t io n s  are  in  th e  c h u r c h 

y a r d  : —

Sacred  to  th e  m em o ry  o f A nn B arber w h o  died at L an ton  M ay 9 1847 
a ged  67 years.

A lso o f  A nthony Barber her husband w ho died at Bousdon H all 23 
February 1823 aged 38 years.

M argaret Barber daughter-in-law  o f  the above and w ife o f Anthony 
Barber, W est W eetw ood  died 5 M arch 1870 aged 32 years.

' T h e  b u ria l p lace o f W illia m  B ec k w ith 11 esq . la te  o f  T h urcroft, Y ork 
sh ire , and  o f T rim d o n , C o. D u rh am , w h o  died at Y eth o lm  31 D ec . 1848 
aged  75 y ea rs.

Sacred to the m em ory o f  Jane Carr daughter o f  the late John Carr 
esq. o f  R yh ope in the C ounty o f  D urham . She died 9 M ay 1841 aged 46 
years.

9 For a pedigree of Selby of Paston, second line, see new History of North- 
umberland, vol. n, p. 1 7 4 .

10 John Werge, son of Richard Werge of Nailston, Leicestershire, clerk and 
afterwards rector of Gateshead, was of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, matriu- 
lated 16 7 4 , aged 1 6 . B.A. from Trinity College, 16 7 8 . He was vicar of Kirk
newton from 16 8 1 to his death, 17 3 2 . By his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas 
Wood of Burton, he had (perhaps with other) issue four sons and four daughters. 
Cf. Carr, History of the Family of Werge, privately printed, 18 9 1 .

11 William Beckwith was baptised at Easington, 2 1 October, 1 7 7 2 , as son of
Woodifield Beckwith of Trimdon. He married Caroline, daughter of John
Nesham of Houghton-le-Spring, and had issue. Cf. Pedigree of Beckwith of
Thurcroft and Trimdon. Foster, Yorkshire Families.



;r  1 7 3 8 .

H ere.lyeth  the body o f  James D avidson12 o f Lanton w ho departed this 
life M arch ye 27 1737 aged 101 years.

H ere lies Alexander D avidson o f  Lanton son o f  ye above James 
Davidson w ho died the 20th o f  January anno dom ini 1743/4 aged 68 years.

Also G eorge D avidson o f  A keld w ho died 4 June 1774 aged 73 years.
Grace daughter o f  the above G eorge Davidson o f Akeld w ho died 18 o f 

February 1788 aged 35 years.
H ere lyeth the body o f  D orothy D avison  w ife o f  A lexander D avison  

esq. o f  Lanton w ho died 24 o f  N ovem ber 1788 in the 78th year o f  her age.
Isabel daughter o f  G eorge Davidson o f  Akeld w ho died 2 April 1768 

aged 18 years.
Also M argaret daughter o f Alexander D avison esq. o f  Lanton  w ho 

died 9 Septem ber 1773.

H ere lie the rem ains o f  G eorge D avidson13 o f Akeld w ho died June 
4th 1774 aged 73 years.

Isabella his daughter w ho died April 2nd 1768 aged 18 years.
G race his daughter w ho died February 18th 1788 aged 35 years.
Isabella w ife to G eo. D avison w ho died August 15 1795 aged 80..
And D orothy his daughter w ho died Jany. 20 1797 aged 42.
This stone is erected by their surviving children.

Andrew D avison youngest son o f  G eo. D avison  died D ec. 15th 1803 
aged 63 years.

Alexander eldest son o f  G eo: D avison o f  Akeld died O ct. 21 1806 
aged 66.

H ere lies interred W illiam  G raham 14 o f  M arden ob. 26 July 1776 
aged 78.

Sacred to the m em ory o f  G eorge G rey15 esq. o f  Sandy-house w ho died 
at M ilfield 1 July 1791 aged 38 years.

H annah his daughter died 18 January 1789 aged 5 years and 6 m onths.
M ary his w ife died at K elso 27 A ugust 1827 aged 68 years.

12 Cf. pedigree of Davison of Lanton and Swarland, new History of Northum
berland, vol. vii, p. 4 0 1 .

13 Ibid.

14 William Graham is said to have been out in the *4 5 . He was proprietor of 
Marden demesne which, by will dated 9 November, 17 7 3 , he gave to his nephew 
Thomas Younghusband of Lyham. Cf. new History of Northumberland, vol. 11, 
P* 437*

15 For a pedigree of Grey of Milfield, see new History of Northumberland, 
v o l.'ll , p. 247, which, however, needs some revision.



In m em ory o f  the children o f  G eorge Annett and Elizabeth B oyd Grey
o f  * M ilfield in this parish. G eorgina died from  the effects o f  a fall
18th A ugust 1847 aged 12 w eeks. R obert Charles after w hoop ing cough 
22 M arch . 1850 aged 1 year and 5 m onths. Charles, o f m easles 18th 
January 1855 aged one year and eleven m onths. A lso the above nam ed 
Elizabeth B oyd G rey w ho died in child bed N ov. 18th 1856 aged 36 years 
and 7 m onths, beloved by all w ho knew  her.

Sacred to the m em ory o f  John M offet o f  F elk ington16 w ho died
7 M arch  1808 aged 53 years.

Jane his w ife  died 5 April 1812 aged 52 years.
A lso Elizabeth their daughter died 22 January 1822 aged 25 years.

. H ere lyeth the body o f  Elizabeth K er w ife o f  the late Andrew  K err of 
B erw ick  w ho died July 17 17—  aged 109 years.

Sacred to the, m em ory o f  R ev . M oses M itchel17 M .A . vicar o f  K irk- 
newton w ho died on the 21st day o f  April a .d .  1856 aged 50 years.

H ere lyeth the body o f  W illiam  M orton in W est N ew ton w ho died

A lso Frances his w ife  w ho died Feb. ye 13 1767 aged 65 years.
Also their daughter Ann w ife  o f  John M orton w ho died January i8o8(?) 

aged 72 years.
In m em ory o f  H enry M orton born June 20 1780 died N ovem ber —  

1870 at B iddick .
E leanor M orton  w ife o f  H enry M orton, Lam bton, died 11 Sept. 1850 

aged 65. *
H ere lieth the bodies o f  W illiam  and T hom as R ea children o f  James 

R ea o f  Lanton  M ill. W illiam  died M arch_24 1746 aged 10 m onths and 
T h om as died June 1 1758 aged 21 years.

In m em ory o f  Jam es son o f  James and Frances R ea o f  North 
M iddleton w ho died on the 14th o f  April 1825 aged 14 years.

Also the above Jam es R ea  w ho died at N orth M iddleton on the 1st 
July 1849 , aged 69 years.

Also the above Frances R ea  w ho died on the 9th February 1871 aged 
89 years.

H ere lies the B ody o f  M rs. M ary R eed w ife o f  Mr. Lancelot R eed ' o f 
H ethpool w h o departed this life  O ctober the n th  anno dom . 1696;1-8

16 In the Register of Burials he is described as of Berrington Back-hill in the 
parish of Kyloe.

17 He was of Magdalen Hall, Oxford, matriculated 17 February, 1824, B.A. 
1829, M.A. 1830, vicar of Kirknewton, 1855 to his death.

18 Cf. pedigree of Reed of Hethpool, new History of Northumberlandt vol. n,
p. 2 5 8 .



Here lies the B ody o f  | M r. G ilbert R eed | o f  | H ethpool w ho 
departed this | life the 14 day o f  June in the | year o f  G od 1709. |

Sub hoc lapide conditur | quicquid m ortale fuit | G eorgii R eed | de 
H eathpool com itatu | N orthum briae arm igeri | qui pietatis et charitatis | 
innocuaeque vitae illustri | ssim um  exem plum  fac | ilius laudandum  quam  | 
im itandum  Posteris reli 1 q u it

O biit die D ecem b | ris decim o nono 1743 et 1 aetatis suae 57 . |
M argareta con ju x | ejus hoc M onum entum  | M .P . |

Sacred to the m em ory o f  Captain Lancelot R eed o f  the 1st or 
Grenadier R egim ent o f  Native Infantry B om bay w ho served w ith distinc
tion during the M ahratta W a r and at the siege o f  M angalore. H e also 
was attached to H is M ajesty ’s 75th R egim ent o f  F oot in the East Indies 
and died at R othbury N orthum berland on the 15th o f  A ugust 1836 in the 
74th year o f  his age.

Sacred to the m em ory o f  W illiam  R eed o f  H eathpool w ho departed 
this life 6 M arch 1858 aged 88 years.

Also o f Isabella w ife o f  the above w ho departed this life 8 June 1853 
aged 73 years. .

Also o f  Lancelot their second son w ho died at H eathpool 7 M arch 1865 
aged 56 years.

Gilbert W illiam  W erge R eed their youngest son died 9 M arch 1873 
aged 50 years.

Sacred to the m em ory o f  Elizabeth H unt, w idow  o f  John H unt, 
Adelaide S.A . and daughter o f  the late W illiam  R eed o f  H eathpool, w ho 
departed this life on the 22nd o f  D ecem ber 1881; also o f  Isabella, second 
daughter o f  the late W illiam  R eed o f H eathpool, w ho died at. W oo ler  on 
th e 'n th  April 1885 aged 74 years.

This stone m arks the grave o f  the R ev. C. R obinson  28 years vicar o f 
this parish w ho died Feby. 1 1855.

Elizabeth w idow  o f the above died June 25th 1870 aged 82 years : she 
was second daughter o f  M atthew  Culley o f D enton and Akeld.

Erected by the parishoners o f  K irknew ton in affectionate rem em brance 
of the R ev. R ichard Sm ith, vicar, died 12 January 1886 aged 52 years.


