
B y  Ja m e s  R e n d e l  H a r r i s , m .a ., l i t t . d . , l l .d .

[ R e a d  o n  30 th  A p r i l ,  1924 . ]

I n  th e  y e a r  1876  th e re  w a s ' a  n o ta b le  d is c o v e r y  o f  e a r ly  
R o m a n  r e m a in s  o n  th e  g r e a t  W a l l  o f  H a d r ia n  w h ic h  ru n s  fr o m  
N e w c a s t le  to  C a r l i s le . T h e  s ix th  m ilita r y  s ta tio n  b y  w h ic h  th e  
W a l l  w a s  g a r r is o n e d  w e n t b y  th e  n a m e  o f  P r o c o lit ia , a fte r  o n e  
o f  th e  first c o m m a n d e r s  o f  th e  R o m a n  a r m y  b y  w h ic h  th e  w a ll  
w a s  m a n n e d , 1 a n d  if  w e  m u s t  fin d  a  m o d e r n  n a m e  fo r  th e  
s ta t io n  fr o m  th e  n e a r e s t  fa r m -h o u s e  o r  h a m le t , w e  m a y  c a ll it 
C a r r a w , o r  C a r r a w b u r g h . F r o m  a  c e rta in  p o in t  o n  th e  W a l l  a  
s tr e a m , s ta r t in g  fr o m  a  s p r in g  o n  th e  h il ls id e , f in d s  its  w a y  
d o w n w a r d s  to  th e  T y n e ,  s o m e t im e s  f lo w in g  in  s u c h  a b u n d a n c e  
a s  a lm o s t  to  tu r n  its s o u r c e  in to  a  m a r s h , a n d  s o m e t im e s  s h r in k ­

in g , e s p e c ia l ly  in  d r y  s e a s o n s , u n til it d is c lo s e s  th e  s to n e -w o r k  
o f  th e  w e ll  f r o m  w h ic h  it e m e r g e s . T h i s  w e ll a n d  its im m e d ia te  
s u r r o u n d in g s  h a v e  b e e n  th e  s c e n e  o f  o n e  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  f in d s  
in  th e  A r c h a e o l o g y  o f  th e  R o m a n  o c c u p a t io n  o f  B r ita in . F o r  
th e  w e ll  tu r n s  o u t  to  b e  a  sa c re d  w e ll d e d ic a te d  to  a n  u n k n o w n  
g o d d e s s ,  w h o m  fo r  th e  p re s e n t w e  w ill c a ll C o v e n t in a , a n d  it w a s  
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  te m p le , in  w h ic h  th e re  o n c e  s to o d  n u m e r o u s  

v o t iv e  a lta rs  in  h o n o u r  o f  th e  g o d d e s s  o r  n y m p h . T h e  w e ll w a s  
its e lf  p a c k e d  w ith  a n c ie n t  re lic s , a s  if  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  th r o w n  th e re  
p ell m e ll , e ith e r  o n  th e  d e s tr u c tio n  o f  th e  T e m p le  b y  C h r is t ia n  
h a n d s , o r  u p o n  th e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  th e  g r e a t  fo r t if ic a tio n  b y  th e  

R o m a n s .

1 See paper by R. Mowat in Arch. Ael. N.S., 1 3 , p. 3 7 1 , who traces it to 
Proculus, the prefect who brought his troop to the place 1 where the Wall and its 
seventeen military posts were erected by order of .Hadrian in the years 12 0  and 
i2 i, according to the account of Spartian, his biographer.’



T h e  s to r y  o f  th e  r e c o v e r y  o f  th e  te m p le  a n d  its  r e lic s  w a s  
to ld  b y  J o h n  C la y t o n , to  w h o m  th e  s tu d e n t  o f  th e  R o m a n  W a l l  

o w e s  s o  m u c h , fo r  th e  z e a l a n d  th e  s k ill  o f  e x c a v a t io n s  w h ic h  h e  
m a d e , a n d  fo r  th e  s c h o la r ly  w a y  in  w h ic h  h e  d is c o u r s e d  o n  h is  

d is c o v e r ie s . T h e  ta le  is to ld  in  a  p a p e r  w h ic h  h e  re a d  o n  2 n d  
D e c . ,  1876 , b e fo r e  th e  S o c i e t y  o f  A n t iq u a r ie s  o f  N e w c a s t le -u p o n -  
T y n e  a n d  w h ic h  is p r in te d  in  A r c h a e o lo g ia  A elia n a  N . S .  v o l .  
v i i i .  F r o m  th is  it a p p e a r s  th a t v a s t  q u a n tit ie s  o f  R o m a n  c o in s  
w ere  fo u n d  in th e  w e ll , th a t tw e n t y -fo u r  R o m a n  a lta r s  w e re  
re c o v e re d , a lo n g  w ith  v a s e s , r in g s , b e a d s , b r o o c h e s , a n d  o th e r  
a n t iq u e s , a n d  in  p a r tic u la r , to  c o m e  to  th e  p o in t  th a t  m o r e  
im m e d ia t e ly  c o n c e r n s  u s , a  m a s s iv e  v o tiv e  ta b le t , o f  th e  t im e  o f  
A n t o n in u s  P iu s , w ith  a  d e d ic a tio n  to  th e  g o d d e s ,  o r  w a te r -  
n y m p h , C o v e n t in a , b y  T i t u s  D o m it iu s  C o s c o n ia n u s , a  R o m a n  
m ilita r y  p re fe c t , in  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  first c o h o r t  o f  B a ta v ia n  
a u x ilia r ie s . T h e  n a m e  o f  th e  g o d d e s s  w a s  a ls o  f o u n d , a g a in  
a n d  a g a in , o n  th e  a lta rs  re fe rre d  to  a b o v e ; w h o , th e n , w a s  
C o v e n t in a ?  is sh e  a  lo c a l D e i t y ,  C e lt ic  or  B r i t i s h ;  o r  is s h e  a  
fo r e ig n  im p o r ta tio n  b r o u g h t  b y  th e  R o m a n  s o ld ie r y  fr o m  F r a n c e ,  
o r  th e  N e th e r la n d s , f r o m  I t a ly  o r  fr o m  P a n n o n ia  ? T h e  p r e fe c t  
w h o  m a d e  th e  d e d ic a tio n  re fe rre d  to  a b o v e  w a s  in  c h a r g e  o f  o n e  
o f  th e  B a ta v ia n  c o h o r ts , w h o m  th e  R o m a n s  h a d  first v a n q u is h e d  
a n d  th e n  in c o r p o r a te d . W e  lea rn  f r o m  T a c i t u s  (A g r ic o la  36) 
th a t th re e  o f  s u c h  B a ta v ia n  c o h o r ts , a lo n g  w ith  tw o  T u n g r i a n  

c o h o r ts  w ere  w ith  th e  a r m y  o f  J u liu s  A g r i c o la ,  w h e n  h e  f o u g h t  
th e  b a ttle  o f  th e  G r a u p ia n  h il ls  in a .d . 84 . T h e  T u n g r i  c a m e  
fr o m  B e lg iu m , a n d  th e ir  n a m e  c a n  still b e  s e e n  o n  th e  m a p  a t  
T o n g r e s ,  a  fe w  m ile s  to  th e  n o r th  w e s t  o f  L i& g e , a n d  to  th e  w e s t  
o f  A i x - l a -C h a p e l le .  A s  fo r  th e  first c o h o r t  o f  th e  B a t a v ia n s  
th e y  w ere  o c c u p ie d  w ith  R o m a n  w a rfa r e  c o n t in u o u s ly  in  N o r t h  
B r i t a i n ; th e y  w ere  a  p a rt o f  th e  a r m y  o f  A u lu s  P la t o r iu s  N e p o s ,  
th e  g e n e r a l w h o m  H a d r ia n  e m p lo y e d  in  b u i ld i n g  th e  W a l l  : 
(se e  L a p id a riu m  S  ep ten trion a le s p . 7) , a n d  th e y  w ere  s till  a t  
P r o c o lit ia  in a .d . 233  a n d  in  a .d . 400, a s  in s c r ip t io n s  a n d  th e  

N otitia  Im p erii  s h o w . T h e  s ta tio n  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  th e ir



r e g u la r  h e a d q u a r te r s  u p  to  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  R o m a n  o c c u p a t i o n ; 
a n d  fo r  th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  th is  t im e , th e  r e g im e n t  a n d  its  
o ffic e rs  w e r e  e n g a g e d  in  th e  c u lt  o f  C o v e n t in a , in  th r o w in g  
p ie c e s  o f  m o n e y  in to  h e r  w e ll , a n d  s e t t in g  u p  v o t iv e  in s c r ip ­

t io n s  in  h e r  h o n o u r . W h o ,  th e n , w a s  C o v e n t in a , th e  c e n tre  o f  
th is  p e r s is te n t  w o r s h i p ?

T h e  in s c r ip t io n s  in  h e r  h o n o u r  w e r e  d e c ip h e r e d  fo r  th e  
m o s t  p a r t  b y  C la y t o n , w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  B r u c e  a n d  G r e e n ­

w e ll , a n d  th e y  w e r e  f in a l ly  e d ite d  b y  P r o f .  H iib n e r , w h o  h a d  
d o n e  th e  B r it is h  in s c r ip t io n s  in  th e  L a t in  c o r p u s . H i i b n e r ’ s  
a c c o u n t  w a s  p u b l is h e d  in  th e  E p h e m e r is  E p ig r a p h ic a  (v o l .  i l l ,  
p p . 3 14  f f .)  a n d  in  a n  a r tic le  in  H e r m e s  fo r  1877  ( v o l .  x ii , p p .  
257  f f . ) .  T h e  in s c r ip t io n s  s h o w e d  a  v a r ie ty  o f  s p e l l in g s  fo r  th e  
n a m e  o f  th e  n y m p h - g o d d e s s ; s u c h  a s  C o v e n t in a , C o w e n t i n a ,  
C o v o n t in e  (d a t iv e ) , C o v e n t in e  (d a tiv e ) , C o v e n tin a e , C o v n t in e  
( d a t .) ,  C o n v e n  . . . .  C o v e n n e  (d a t .) , C o v v e n ( t in a e ) . T h e n  th ere  
w a s  a  fu r th e r  c u r io u s  fe a tu r e , th a t th e  d e d ic a to r s  o f  th e  in s c r ip ­

t io n s  a n d  v o t iv e  a lta r s  d e s c r ib e  th e m s e lv e s  s o m e t im e s  a s  
G e r m a n s  : w e  h a v e  w h a t  a p p e a r s  to  b e  a d e d ic a tio n  b y  M a ( n liu s )  
D u h u s ,  a  G e r m a n ;  a n o th e r  b y  A u r e l iu s  G r o t u s , a  G e r m a n ;  
a n d  a  d e d ic a t io n  b y  th e  first c o h o r t  o f  th e  C u b e r n i , a  p e o p le  o f  
B e lg i c  G a u l ,  c o m m o n ly  k n o w n  a s  C u g e r n i , a n d  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  
a  G e r m a n ic  tr ib e . T h e  T u n g r i ,  a ls o , are  a  G e r m a n  tr ib e  fr o m  
th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  R h i n e , w h o  h a v e  w o r k e d  th e ir  w a y  w e s t ­

w a r d ;  s o  th a t  th e re  is  c e r ta in ly  a  G e r m a n  f la v o u r  a b o u t  th e  c u lt  
w h ic h  w e  a re  s t u d y i n g .  B u t  n o w  let u s  tu rn  b a c k  a n d  see  h o w  
th e  a r c h a e o lo g is t s  o f  th e  n o r th  w e n t to  w o r k  o n  th e  p r o b le m  o f  
th e  id e n tif ic a t io n  o f  th e  lo s t -a n d -f o u n d  g o d d e s s .

I t  is  a lw a y s  in t e r e s t in g  to  fo l lo w  in  th e  tra il o f  a  h u n t  th a t  is  
i t s e lf  f o l l o w i n g  in  th e  tra il o f  a n  e lu s iv e  q u a r r y , a n d  s o m e t im e s  
it is  a s  a m u s i n g  a s  it is  in te r e s t in g . . I n  th e  p r e s e n t  in stan ce , 
th e r e  w e r e  s o m e  ra re  e x c u r s io n s  in to ' u n e x p e c te d  r e g io n s  o f  
t h o u g h t ,  a n d  n o t  a  litt le  d o u b t fu l  p h i lo lo g y .

C la y t o n  t h o u g h t  th a t  C o v e n t in a  m u s t  b e  d u e  to  th e  R o m a n  
o ffic e rs  o f  th e  first B a ta v ia n  c o h o r t , a n d  n o t  to  th e  c o h o r t  its e lf ,



b e c a u s e  th e  D u t c h  h a d  to o  m u c h  w a te r  a t th e ir  d o o r s  a t h o m e  
to  m a k e  a  d iv in i t y  o f  th a t  e le m e n t .2

W a k e  S m a r t  th o u g h t  th e  n a m e  m u s t  b e  C e lt ic  f r o m  a  r o o t  
‘ g o v e r , ’ m e a n in g  1 a  r iv u le t  * o r  1 th e  h e a d  o f  a  r i v u le t . ’

H o o p p e l l  th o u g h t  it w a s  ra th e r  to  b e  ta k e n  f r o m  a  C e lt ic  
‘ c o f e n /  w h ic h  h e  e x p la in e d  a s  m e a n in g  ‘ M e m o r i a l /  th e  

te m p le  h a v in g  b e e n  re a re d  in  m e m o r y  o f  s o m e  im p o r ta n t  e v e n t ,  
m u c h  a s  if  M is tr e s s  M e m o r y  s a t  in  th e  M e m o r ia l  H a l l !

C a r r -E l l i s o n  th o u g h t  th e  n a m e  ‘ C o v e n t in a  ’ m u s t  b e  G r e e k .

R o a c h  S m it h , a r g u i n g  f r o m  th e  o c c u r re n c e  o f  th e  fo r m  
‘ C o n v e n t in a  ’ o n  o n e  o f  th e  in s c r ip tio n s  t h o u g h t  th e  w o r d  
d e r iv e d  fr o m  th e  ‘ C o n v e n a e /  a  p e o p le  o f  A q u it a n ia ,  a  c o u n tr y  
a b o u n d in g  in s p r in g s  a n d  r iy u le ts , a n d  n o te d  th a t  th e  first  
c o h o r t  o f  A q u it a n ia n s  w a s  a  p a r t o f  th e  fo r c e s  e m p lo y e d  in  
b u ild in g * t h e  W a l l .

S o m e o n e  e ls e  s u g g e s t e d  th a t ‘ C o v e n t in a  ’ w a s  th e  id e a liz e d  
fo r m , u n d e r  w h ic h  a  ‘ lo n e ly  s o ld ie r  ’ h a d  d iv in is e d  h is  la d y ­

lo v e  in  I ta ly , w h o  w o u ld  n o t  fo l lo w  h im  to  B r it a in . S i n c e  th e  
w h o le  o f  th e  a r m y  w a s  in v o lv e d  in  b u i ld in g  a lta rs  to  th e  m i s s i n g  
n y m p h  a n d  p u t t in g  p e n n ie s  in  th e  c o lle c t in g  p la te , w e  h a v e  a  
s tr ik in g  in s ta n c e  o f  w h a t I b e lie v e  h a s  b e e n  c a lle d  ‘ c o n g r e g a ­

tio n a l e m o t i o n /  e x p r e s s e d  m u s ic a l ly  in  te rm s  o f  ‘ th e  g ir l. I . l e f t  
b e h in d  m e . ’

S o  fa r , n o  s u g g e s t io n  o f  v a lu e  h a d  b e e n  m a d e , b u t  th e  n e x t  
m o v e  w a s , a s  w e  s u s p e c t , o f  th e  first im p o r ta n c e , fo r  C la y t o n  
r e p o r te d , a n d  a d m ir a b ly  e x p o u n d e d , a  s u g g e s t io n  o f  G r e e n w e ll ,  
th a t  th e re  w a s  a s tr ik in g  p a r a lle l e x ta n t to  th e  C o v e n t in a -f i n d ,  
in  th e  d is c o v e r y  in  1836 , a t  o n e  o f  th e  s o u r c e s  o f  th e  r iv e r  S e in e ,  
o f  th e  te m p le  o f  th e  n y m p h -g o d d e s s  S e q u a n a . T h i s  te m p le ,  
lik e  th a t o f  C o v e n t in a , w a s  rich  in  v o t iv e  o f fe r in g s  a n d  in s c r ip ­

t io n s  ; M Ue* la  S e in e  h a d  e v id e n t ly  h e a l in g  q u a li t ie s , a n d  
re c e iv e d  m a n y  e x -v o to s ,  h er c u lt  h a v in g  b e e n  c o n t in u e d  u n ti l  th e  

C h r is t ia n s  b u r n t  d o w n  th e  te m p le  in  th e  fo u r th  c e n t u r y . I f  
th is  p a r a lle l is  v a l id  w e  s h o u ld  e x p e c t  th a t C o v e n t in a  a ls o  is



th e  n a m e  o f  a  s tr e a m  f lo w in g  f r o m  a -s a c r e d  s p r in g , a n d  in  th a t  
c a s e  s h o u ld  b e  e ith e r  th e  a c tu a l s p r in g  a t P r o c o lit ia , o r  s o m e  
o th e r  o f  w h ic h  it f u r n is h e d  a  m e m o r y ;  lik e  S e q u a n a , th e  n y m p h  
C o v e n t in a  d is p o s e d  o f  g i f t s  o f  h e a l in g . W e  s h a ll  re tu rn  to  th is  

s u g g e s t i o n  p r e s e n t ly .
O n  4th  F e b . ,  1878 , a  p a p e r  w a s  re a d  b y  G .  R o m e  H a ll ,  o n  

1 A n c i e n t  W e l l - w o r s h i p  in  N o r t h  T y n e d a l e , ’3 in  w h ic h  it w a s  
s u g g e s t e d  th a t  th e  te r m in a t io n  o f  th e  w o r d  ‘ C o v e n t in a  ’ c o n ­

ta in e d  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  r iv e r  T y n e ,  a n d  it w a s  s a id  th a t  R o a c h  
S m it h  h a d  c o m e  to  th e  s a m e  c o n c lu s io n . 1 I d o  n o t  th in k  ’ s a id  

th e  la tte r  a n t iq u a r y , ‘ th a t  th e re  c a n  b e  m u c h  d o u b t  a s  to  th e  
r e fe r e n c e  o f  th e  s e c o n d .p a r t  o f  th e  w o r d , n a m e ly , -tin a , s t ill  th e  

v e r y  n a m e  o f  b o th  b r a n c h e s  o f  th e  T y n e ,  w h ic h  th e  v o ta r ie s  o f  
th e  g o d d e s s  w o u ld  d a i ly  lo o k  d o w n  u p o n  f r o m  th e  h e ig h t s  o f  

C a r r a w b u r g h . ’
R o a c h  S m i t h  w e n t  o n  to  s u g g e s t  th a t' co  o r  con  w a s  th e  

L a t in  fo r  w ith , a n d  th a t  -v e n t  w a s  th e  p r o b a b ly  B r it is h  n a m e  o f  
o n e  b r a n c h  o f  th e  T y n e ; (w e  m ig h t  c o m p a r e  ‘ D e r w e n t  ’ a n d  

s im ila r  fo r m s ) .
T h i s  b r o u g h t  o n  th e  s c e n e  L o n g s t a f f e , w h o , in  a  p a p e r  

p a c k e d  w ith  le a r n e d  i l lu s io n s ,4 to o k  C o v e n t in a  to  p ie c e s  in  th e  

fo r m —

CON -W ENT-TYN E,

a n d  m a d e  th r e e  r iv e r s  in to  o n e , b y  a  k in d  o f  tr ip le  a llia n c e ,  
m u c h  in  th e  s a m e  w a y  t h a t -p h i lo lo g is t s  fu r th e r  s o u th  a t  o n e  tim e  
r e g a r d e d  th e  T h a m e s  ( T h a m e s is ) ,  a s  th e  m a r r ia g e  o f  th e  T h a m e  

a n d  th e  I s i s .  H e  q u o te d  th e  lin e s  o f  S p e n s e r —

“  T h e  n o b le  T h a m i s ,  w ith  a ll h is  g o o d l y  tra in e ,

B u t  h im  b e fo r e  th e re  w e n t , a s  h im  b e c a m e ,

H i s  a n c ie n t  p a r e n ts , n a m e ly  t h ’ a u n c ie n t  T h a m e ,

B u t  m u c h  m o r e  a g e d  w a s  h is  w ife  th a n  h ee ,

T h e  O u z e , w h o m  m e n  d o  I s is  r i g h t ly  n a m e .”

U n f o r t u n a t e ly  th e  e t y m o l o g y  q u o te d  a s  a  p a r a lle l , h a s  b e e n



a b a n d o n e d . I t  d o e s  n o t h o l d ;  th e re  is a n o th e r  T h a m e s  e ls e ­

w h e r e , I b e lie v e  in  E s s e x ; s o  th a t  th e  fo r m  is n o t  to  b e  d is s e c te d  

in  th e  S p e n s e r ia n  m a n n e r .

L o n g s t a f fe  w e n t o n  to  q u o te  fr o m  w h a t H a r r i s o n  h a d  s a id

in  1577 , f r o m  L e la n d , th a t  ‘ th e  S o u t h  T i n e  jo in e th  w ith

th e  W e n t  f r o m  b y  e a st a b o u t  L o w b i e r e . ’ T h a t  b r o u g h t  in  th e  

W e n t  v e r y  p r e tt i ly  a s  a  tr ib u ta r y  o f  th e  T y n e .  O n e  h a d  th e n  
o n ly  to  s e a r c h  fo r  a  s tr e a m  n a m e d  ‘ C o n .*  M o r e o v e r  h e  p o in t e d  
o u t  th a t  in  th e  s c u lp tu r e d  fo r m s  o f  th e  C o v e n t in a -f i n d , th e  
g o d d e s s  h a s  three  a t te n d a n t  n y m p h s , e a c h  h o ld i n g  u p  a  c u p  o f  
th e  s a c re d  w a te r , w h ic h  s u g g e s t s  th a t th ree  m in o r  s tr e a m s  h a v e  
c o n s p ir e d  in  o n e  u n ite d  c u r r e n t. H e  q u o te d  R o a c h  S m it h  a s  
h a v in g  b e e n  c o n v e r te d  to  th e  T y n e ,  a n d  a s  h a v i n g  in  h is  
C ollecta n ea  A n tiq u a  (A r c h , A e l . N . S . ,  v o l .  v n ) ,  a b a n d o n e d  th e  

re fe re n c e  to  th e  C o n v e n a e  in  A q u i t a n i a .  I n  fa c t , w e  h a d  a  tr ia d  
o f  in v e s t ig a to r s , L o n g s t a f fe , C le p h a n  a n d  R o a c h  S m i t h  a ll  
a g r e e d  in  b a r k in g  o n  th e  q u a r r y , L o n g s t a f fe  a s  C e r b e r u s , w ith  
th ree  b a r k s , th e  o th e r s  w ith  o n e  lo u d  b a rk  fo r  th e  T y n e ,  a n d  
s o m e  le s s e r  y e lp in g  o v e r  th e  rest o f  th e  n a m e .

T h e y  d id  n o t  c o n v in c e  D r .  H iib n e r , w h o  p o in t e d  o u t  th a t  

th e  tr ia d  o f  n y m p h s  w a s  c o n v e n t i a l ; it w a s  f o u n d , fo r  
e x a m p le , o n  v o t iv e  re lie fs  d is c o v e r e d  a t I s c h ia . N o r  d id  th e y  
c o n v in c e  T h o m a s  H o d g k i n ; I r e m e m b e r  o n c e  a s k i n g  h im  w h a t  
h e  th o u g h t  o f  th e  L o n g s t a f f e  t r i s e c t io n ; h e  s h o o k  h is  h e a d  

g r a v e ly , a s  o n e  w h o  k n e w  th a t th e  tr ip le  n a m e  w a s  n o t  in  th e  

n a tu re  o f  t h i n g s .
L e t  u s  se e  w h a t H iib n c r  s u g g e s t s  a s  to  th e  o r ig i n  o f  th a t  

n a m e , a n d  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  g o d d e s s  : (H e r m e s  x ii , p . 265) .  
H e  th in k s  th a t th e  s p e l l in g  c o v n t in a  a n d  th e  re la te d  c o v v e n -  
t in a  m ig h t  b e lo n g  to  a  B r it is h  lo c a l g o d d e s s  c o u n t in a , w h o  
w o u ld  e a s i ly  b e c o m e  a  R o m a n iz e d  fo r m  b y  a s s im ila t io n , a s  
C o v e n t in a . A n d  th e  o c c u r re n c e  o f  th e  d o u b le  V  m ig h t  b e  a n  
a tte m p t to  re p re se n t th e  h a lf  v o w e l . A s  w e  s h a ll  p r e s e n t ly  s e e , 

th e re  is a  s t r o n g  p r o b a b i lit y  th a t  H iib n e r  w a s  o n  th e  r ig h t  tr a c k .  
H e  a ls o  o b s e r v e s  th a t  s in c e  w e  f in d , in  o n e  in s ta n c e , a n  a s s o c ia ­



t io n  o f  M in e r v a  w ith  C o v e n t in a  a s  a n  o b je c t  o f  c u lt , th a t th e  
la tte r , lik e  th e  fo r m e r , s h o u ld  b e  r e g a r d e d .a s  a  g o d d e s s  o f  
h e a l i n g . T h i s  b r in g s  a g a in  in to  v ie w  th e  C la y to n -G r e e n w e ll  
p a r a lle l  w ith  th e  h e a l in g  g o d d e s s  o f  th e  S e in e . L e t  u s  fo l lo w  
th is  c lu e  a  litt le  fu r th e r .

I d o  n o t  th in k  th a t  G r e e n w e ll  p o in te d  o u t  w h a t b e c a m e  o f  
S e q u a n a  w h e n  h e r  te m p le  w a s  d e s tr o y e d  b y  th e  C h r i s t i a n s ;  
b u t th e  A c ta  S a n cto ru m  w ill  te ll u s  th e  s to r y  o f  th e  c a n o n iz a t io n  
o f  th e  g o o d  A b b o t  S e q u a n u s , w h o  c a rr ie s  o n  th e  c u lt  u n d e r  a  
s l i g h t  s e x u a l  m o d if ic a t io n  (p lu s cela ch a n g e, p lu s c ’ est la m e m e  
c h o se) . T h i s  a t o n c e  s u g g e s t s  th e  e n q u ir y , w h e th e r  C o v e n t in a  
m a y  n o t  a ls o  h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  a  c o n v e r s io n , a n d  b e  f o u n d , s h e  
a ls o , a m o n g  th e  s a i n t s . I n  th a t c a s e  th e  m a s c u lin e  c o u n te r p a r t  
sa ute a u x  y e u x ; it is  S t .  Q u e n t i n .  N o  n e e d  to  g o  in to  G r e e c e  
o r  in to  I t a ly , o r  i n t o -A q u i t a n i a .

H e r e  is th e  c u lt  s t ill  s u r v iv i n g  in  th e  M a n c h e s te r  o f  N o r th e r n  
F r a n c e , in  th e  to w n  w h o s e  a n c ie n t  n a m e  w a s  A u g u s t a  V e r o m a n -  
d u o r u m , th e  c a p ita l  to w n  o f  th e  V e r o m a n d u i , w h o s e  n a m e  s till  
s u r v iv e s  in  a  v i l la g e  V e r m o n d , c lo s e  to  S t .  Q u e n t i n . A s  
G r e g o r y  o f  T o u r s  s a y s  in  h is  D e  gloria  M a r ty r u m  (c . lx x iii)  
a p u d  V ir o m a n d e n s e  v e r o  o p p id u m  G a ll ia r u m  Q u in t in u s  m a r ty r  
q u ie s — c i t .5 S o  w e  h a v e  e a r ly  e v id e n c e  fo r  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  
th e  S t .  Q u e n t in  c u lt . W e  m u s t  tr y  to  fin d  o u t  w h e th e r  th e  
m a r ty r  s h o w s  a n y  tra c e  o f  h a v in g  h a d  a  w a te r -n y m p h  fo r  h is  
d ire c t a n c e s t o r . B e tw e e n  th e  t im e  o f  w h ic h  G r e g o r y  o f  T o u r s  
s p e a k s  a s  th e  r e s t i n g -t im e  o f  th e  s a in t , a n d  o n e ’ s  o w n  d a y s ,  
th e re  lie s  a  p e r io d  o f  n o t  v e r y  c lo s e  d e lim ita t io n  d u r in g  w h ic h  
th e  s a in t , i .e . ,  h is  b o d i ly  r e p r e s e n ta tio n , w a s  lo s t . H e  w a s  
te m p o r a r i ly  e c l ip s e d  fo r  s o m e  re a so n  o r  o th e r , a n d  h is  v e r y  
t o m b  d is a p p e a r e d . T h i s  te m p o r a r y  e c lip s e  fa l ls  in to  tw o  

p e r io d s , p u n c tu a te d , b y  tw o  s e p a ra te  d is c o v e r ie s  in  th e  m ir a c u lo u s  
s ty le  p r o p e r  to  e c c le s ia s t ic a l h is t o r y . H e  w a s  first fo u n d  in  a .d .

5 One may consult Hist. Litt. de la France, iii, 500; Ceillier, iii, 100; 
Audoenus,'Fifo S'. Eligii, ii, 6 (PI. 77. 515) ;  Baillet, Vies des Saints under date 
Oct. 3 1 ; La Fons, Hist, de St. Quentin; and the Acts of the Martyrdom in
Surius (Oct. 3 1 ).



337  ( s o m e  s a y  342 , w h ic h  o n ly  m a k e s  a  d iffe re n c e  o f  f iv e  y e a r s  
o f  m ir a c le , in  a n y  c a s e ) , a n d  th e  fin d e r  w a s  a  b l in d  la d y  n a m e d  
E u s e b ia . T h e n  h e  w a s  d is c o v e r e d  a g a in  in a .d .  641  b y  S t .  

E li g i u s ,  w h o  re sto re d  th e  c u lt  to  its fo r m e r  p r e s t ig e .  A f t e r  
th a t n o t h in g  s e e m s  to  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  to  h is  r e m a in s  e x c e p t  a  
te m p o r a r y  tr a n sfe r  to  L a o n , w h e n  th e  N o r t h m e n  w e r e  r a v a g i n g  
th e  c o u n tr y . O n  h is  re tu rn , th e  to w n  to o k  its  n a m e  f r o m  h im ,  
a n d  re ta in s  th e  g l o r y  u n til  th e  p r e s e n t  h o u r .

W e  w ill ta k e  first th e  d is c o v e r y  o f  th e  r e m a in s  b y  S t .  
E li g i u s ,  a n d  s o  w o r k  b a c k w a r d s  to w a r d s  th e  s u p p o s e d  m a r ty r ­

d o m  u n d e r  D io c le t ia n  in  a .d .  287 , a n d  th e  d is c o v e r y  b y  E u s e b ia  
in  a .d .  3 3 7 .

S t .  E l i g i u s  is s a id  to  h a v e  l iv e d  a b o u t  a .d .  550 , w h ic h  d o e s  
n o t q u ite  a g r e e  w ith  th e  d a te  a s s i g n e d  a b o v e  fo r  th e  f in d i n g  o f  

S t .  Q u e n t i n . H e  w a s  m a d e  a  b is h o p , b u t  h is  n o lo  ep isco p a ri  
to o k  a  p e c u lia r  fo r m  : h e  to ld  th e  L o r d  th a t  h e  a b s o lu t e ly  
r e fu s e d  to  ta k e  office  u n le s s  h e  w o u ld  h e lp  h im  to  f in d  th e  b o d y  
o f  S t .  Q u e n t i n . I f  C h r is t  c o u ld n ’ t h e lp  h im , h e  w o u ld  g o  a w a y  
in to  th e  w ild e r n e s s  a n d  p e r is h  a t th e  h a n d s  (o r  th e  f a n g s )  o f  
w ild  b e a s t s . S o  t h e r e ! N a t u r a l ly  a fte r  s u c h  c e le s t ia l  p r o v o c a ­

tio n , th e  b o d y  o f  th e  s a in t  w a s  fo u n d  in  a  c o rn e r  o f  th e  c h u r c h ; 
h e w a s  r e a lly  a t h o m e  a ll th e  t im e . A  c o s t ly  to m b  w a s  r a is e d  
o v e r  h im  a n d  a  c o m m it te e  a p p o in t e d  to  e n la r g e  th e  s a c r e d  
b u i ld in g , fo r  e v e r y o n e  n o w  w e n t  to  c h u r c h , b e i n g  a d m o n is h e d  

th ere  b y  th e  B is h o p  a n d  h is  m ir a c le s . T h e y  h a d  th e  tru e  
fo r m u la  fo r  C h u r c h  E x t e n s io n . F ir s t  fin d  y o u r  m a r ty r  : th e n  
g i ld  h is  t o m b ; th e n  recite  h is  m ir a c le s  a n d  h a n d  u p  y o u r  e x  
v o t o s ; th e  s a in t  w ill  b r i n g  y o u  in  m u c h  m o r e  th a n  y o u  h a v e  
s p e n t .

T h i s  d o e s  n o t  te ll u s  m u c h  a b o u t  th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  c u l t : 
it is  n o t  s e n s ib ly  d iffe re n t fr o m  th e  le g e n d s  w h ic h  a re  p a c k e d  

in to  th e  C h u r c h ’ s  h is t o r y . S o  w e  w ill  g o  s o m e w h a t  fu r th e r  
b a c k  a n d  tr y  S t .  E u s e b i a ;  (I  d o n ’ t r e m e m b e r  e x a c t ly  i f  s h e  is  
c a n o n i z e d ; a n y  o n e  w h o  f in d s  a  s a in t  s h o u ld  h a v e  a  p a r t ic ip a ­

tio n  in  th e  re c o v e re d  s a n c t i t y ! ) .  E u s e b ia  w a s  a  b l in d  la d y  o f



R o m e , to  w h o m  th e r e  a p p e a r e d  a n  a n g e l  in  v is io n  a n d  s a id  to  
h e r, ‘ G o  in to  G a u l  a n d  a s k  fo r  th e  p la c e  c a lle d  A u g u s ta  V e r o -  
m a n d u o r u m , w h ic h  lie s  o n  th e  S o m m e , w h e r e  th e  r o a d  fr o m  
A m i e n s  to  L a o n  c r o s s e s  th e  r iv e r . T h e r e  y o u  w ill f in d  th e  b o d y  
o f  S t .  Q u e n t i n  in  the w a ter and in  the s w a m p .’ S o  s h e  w e n t  
a n d  p r a y e d  o n  th e  s p o t , q u o t in g  S t .  H e le n a  fo r  a  p r e c e d e n t , 
w h e r e u p o n  th e  e a r th  o p e n e d , a n d  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  s a in t  flo a te d  
u p , u n d a m a g e d  b y  its  p r o lo n g e d  s u b a q u e o u s  i n t e r m e n t : it 
w a s  w ith o u t  a  h e a d , b u t  p r e s e n t ly  th e  m i s s i n g  m e m b e r  c a m e  
f lo a t in g  f r o m  a n o th e r  d ir e c t io n , th e  w h o le  a ffa ir  b e in g  a c c o m ­

p a n ie d  w ith  s u c h  l ig h t  a n d  in e ffa b le  s w e e tn e s s , th a t n o  e a r th ly  
j o y  c o u ld  b e  c o m p a r e d  th e r e w ith . T o  k e e p  u p  th e  p a r a lle l  w ith  
S t .  H e le n a  a n d  th e  F i n d i n g  (o r , a s  th e y  s a y , th e  I n v e n t io n )  o f  
the. H o l y  C r o s s , E u s e b ia  e x tr a c te d  f r o m  th e  b o d y  c e rta in  iro n  

n a ils  (su d e s  fe r re a s ) a n d  to o k  th e m  to  R o m e .
T h i s  s to r y  h a s  rea l h is to r ic a l v a lu e , w h ic h  d iffe re n tia te s  it 

e n t ir e ly  fr o m  th e  s t o r y  o f  S t .  E l i g i u s .  I t  is  c le a r  th a t Q u e n t in  
w a s  a  w a t e r - s a i n t ; i f  h is  s e x  w e r e  c h a n g e d  h e  w o u ld  b e  a  w a te r -  
n y m p h . I t  is  n o t , h o w e v e r , c le a r  w h a t  r iv e r , o r  fo u n ta in  c la im s  
h i m ; fo r  it d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  th a t h e  is th e  s p ir it  o f  th e  S o m m e .  
A l l  w e  c a n  s a y  is  th a t  h is  w a te r y  o r ig i n  a p p e a r s  f r o m  th e  

le g e n d s  o f  h is  r e c o v e r y .
Q u e n t i n a , t h e n , o r  C o v e n t in a , is  n o t a  N o r t h u m b r ia n  p r o ­

d u c t  ; s h e  h a s  n o t h in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  T y n e ,  a n d  s h e  m u s t  n o t b e  
tr is e c te d . W i t h  e q u a l  c e r ta in ty  s h e  c a n n o t  b e  tre a te d  a s  a  
B r it is h  p r o d u c t ;  th e  c h o ic e  a p p e a r s  to  lie  b e tw e e n  G a ll ic  a n d  

G e r m a n .
I s  it p o s s ib le  to  g e t  a n y  n e a rer  th e  s o lu t io n  o f  th e  l in g u is t ic  

p r o b l e m ?  S u p p o s e  th a t  Q u e n t in  r e a lly  b e lo n g s  to  t h e 'V e r -  
m a n d o is , is  th a t  to w n  a n d  d is tr ic t  r e a lly  C e lt ic  ? H o w  fa r  d o e s  
th e  G e r m a n  m ig r a t io n  a ffe c t th e  racia l d is tr ib u tio n  in  B e lg iu m  
a n d  in  n o r th -e a s t  F r a n c e ?  A n d  if  w e  a g r e e  th a t o u r  R o m a n  
le v ie s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  th e ir  g o d d e s s  w ith  th e m , o r  fo u n d  h er w a it ­

i n g  fo r  th e m  o n  th e  lin e  o f  th e  W a l l ,  w h a t  g r o u p  o f  s o ld ie r s  
a re  th e  rea l d e v o t e e s  o f  th e  c u lt  ? W e r e  t h e y  B a ta v i , o r  T u n g r i ,  

o r  C u g e r n i  o r  G e r m a n s  ?



T h e  s ta t io n  at P r o c o lit ia  p r o p e r  b e lo n g s  to  th e  B a ta v ia n  
c o h o r t . A s  C la y t o n  r e m in d s  u s 6 ‘ th e  first c o h o r t  o f  th e  T u n g r i  
g a r r is o n e d  th e  s ta tio n  o f  B o r o c o v ic u s  ( H o u s e s t e a d s )  d u r in g  a t  
least. 200 y e a r s  o f  th e  R o m a n  o c c u p a t io n  o f  B r it a in . T h e  first  
c o h o r t  o f  th e  B a ta v i  o c c u p ie d  th e  a d jo i n i n g  s ta t io n  o f  P r o c o lit ia  
fo r  a b o u t  th e  s a m e  p e r io d .*  I f  th e re  h a d  b e e n  n o  c o m p e t it io n  
fo r  th e  h o n o u r , a n d  n o  l in g u is t ic  p e r p le x it y , w e  s h o u ld  h a v e  

s a id  th a t  Q u e n t in a  w a s  a  B a ta v ia n  g o d d e s s .  B u t  th e n  th e re  are  
G e r m a n s  o n  th e  v o t iv e  in s c r ip tio n s  w h o  are  e v id e n t ly  p r o u d  o f  
th e ir  n a t io n a lity , w ith  a  p r e lim in a r y  to u c h  o f  1 D e u t s c h la n d  
lib e r  a l l e s . ’ O n e  o f  th e m  is  A u r e l iu s  G r o t u s ;  h e  h a s  a  R o m a n  
n a m e  a n d  a G e r m a n  n a m e ; is it n o t  th e  D u t c h  G r o o t ?  W i t h  a  

L a t in iz e d  e n d i n g ?  T h e  o th e r  is M a ( n liu s )  D u h u s .  H f ib n e r  
w a s  n o t  q u ite  e a s y  a b o u t  th is  : h e  t h o u g h t  it m i g h t  b e  re a d  a s  
M a d u h u s  : b u t  th e  a n a lo g y  o f  th e  fo r m e r  n a m e  s u g g e s t s  a  
c o m b in a t io n  o f  a  R o m a n  a n d  T e u t o n i c  a p p e l la t io n . W h a t  c a n  
D u h  s ta n d  fo r  in  G e r m a n  o r  in  D u t c h  ? T h a t  is  n o t  a n  e a s y  
q u e s tio n  to  a n s w e r . A t  a ll e v e n ts  th e  G e r m a n s  are  th e re  a n d  
are  a s s e r t in g  th e m s e lv e s  in a  n o n -G e r m a n  e n v ir o n m e n t . T h e y  
p a id  th e  s to n e -c u tte r  fo r  p u t t in g  th a t e x tr a  ( G e r m a n u s  * o n  th e  
in s c r ip t io n s . T h i s  s u g g e s t s  th a t C o v e n t in a  is n o n -G e r m a n . I t  
a ls o  s u g g e s t s  a n o th e r  p o s s ib i l i t y , v i z . ,  th a t  Q u e n t in  o r  
Q u e n t in a  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  m o v e d  f r o m  s o m e  m o r e  e a s te r ly  
lo c a tio n  u n d e r  G e r m a n  p r e s s u r e . T h u s  T a c i t u s  (G e r m .  2)  te lls  
u s th a t th o s e  w h o  first c r o s s e d  th e  R h in e , a n d  e x p e l le d  th e  
G a ll i , a re  n o w  c a lle d  T u n g r i ,  b u t  w ere  th e n  n a m e d  G e r m a n i .

T h e  N e r v i i ,  to o , c la im e d  G e r m a n ic  o r ig i n , a c c o r d in g  to  
T a c it u s  (G e r m . 28) a n d  S tr a b o  (p . 194) .  T h e y  la y  a  litt le  to  
th e  n o r th -e a s t  o f  S t .  Q u e n t in , a n d  th e ir  c h ie f  to w n s  w e r e  C a m -  
b r a y  a n d  B a v a y  ( B a g a c u m ) . I f  th e  R o m a n s  r e c r u ite d  th e ir  
B a ta v ia n  c o h o r t  f r o m  a  r e g io n  a s  fa r  s o u th  a s  th is , w e  s h o u ld  
h a v e  e x a c t ly  th e  m ix tu r e  o f  n a t io n a lit ie s  th a t  w e  fin d  o n  

th e  W a l l  at P r o c o lit ia  a n d  B o r c o v ic u s . W e  c o u ld  th e n  s a y  th a t  
S t .  Q u e n t in  w a s  a  C e lt ic  f r in g e  o n  th e  G e r m a n  im m i g r a t io n .  
T h e  T e u t o n i c  dran g  w a s  a t th a t  t im e  w e s tw a r d .



W e  h a v e ' s u c c e e d e d  f a ir ly  w e ll in  f in d in g  a  G a ll ic  o r ig in  fo r  
S t .  Q u e n t in , n o t  s o  w e ll  in  o u r  q u e s t  fo r  th e  s p r in g  o f  h e a lin g  
w a te r  th a t  h e  o r  s h e  p e r s o n if ie s . W o u l d  it b e  to o . v e n tu r e s o m e  
to  s u g g e s t  th a t  C o v e n t in a  h e r s e lf  h a s  b e e n  m o v e d  to  th e  s o u t h ­

w e s t  u n d e r  G e r m a n  p r e s s u r e . W e  k n o w  fr o m  P l i n y  ( x x x i , 2) 
th a t ‘ T u n g r i ,  a  c ity  o f  G a ll ia , h a s  a  f a m o u s  fo u n ta in , s p a r k lin g  
w ith  m a n y  b u b b l e s ;  it h a s  a  s m a c k  o f  ir o n , w h ic h  is  n o t  p e r ­

c e iv e d  till a fte r  it is  d r u n k  : it p u r g e s  th e  b o d y , d r iv e s  a w a y  
te rtia n  fe v e r s  a n d  d is p e r s e s  c a lc u l i . ’ U p o n  th is  M r .  G e o r g e  
L o n g  r e m a r k e d  (in  S m i t h ’ s  D ic tio n a r y  o f  Classical G e o g r a p h y ) 
th a t th e  civitas  o f  w h ic h  P l i n y  s p e a k s  is th e  w h o le  a re a  o c c u p ie d  
b y  th e  T u n g r i ,  a n d  th a t  it is  g e n e r a lly  s u p p o s e d  th a t th e  fa m o u s  
fo u n ta in , th e  ‘ f o n s  T u n g r o r u m , ’ is  th e  s p r in g s  o f  S p a , n o t  fa r  
f r o m  L i e g e .  O f  o n e  t h i n g  w e  m a y  b e  su re  th a t S p a  w ith  its  
h e a l in g  w a te rs  d id  n o t  e x is t  w ith o u t  a  s u p e r v is in g  a n d  in ­

d w e l l i n g  w a te r -s p ir it . T h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  c u lt  a t  S p a , n o t  
u n lik e  th a t  o f  S e q u a n a  o r  C o v e n t in a . O u r  s u g g e s t io n  (m a d e  
w ith  d u e  tr e p id a t io n )  is  th a t  C o v e n t in a ’ s o r ig in a l  w e ll is  th e  
w a te rs  o f  S p a ,  a n d  th a t  s h e  h a d  tw o  m ig r a t io n s , o n e  in to  G a ll ic  
te r r ito r y  a t A u g u s t a  V e r o m a n d u o r u m ; a n d  th e  o th e r  a m ilita r y  
m ig r a t io n  in to  N o r t h u m b e r la n d .

T h e s e  a re  p u r e  s p e c u la t io n s  th r o w n  o u t  in  th e  h o p e  o f  a  
p o s s ib le  e p ig r a p h ic  c o r r o b o r a tio n  fr o m  B e lg i u m  or th e  n o r th ­

e a s t  o f  F r a n c e . W h a t  s e e m s  to  b e  s e c u re  in  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  
is  th a t  C o v e n t in a  b e c a m e  S t .  Q u e n t in , a n d  th a t sh e  is a  G a l l o -  
B e lg i c  im p o r ta t io n .


