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PAIR* OF SILVER-GILT BROOCHES FOUND NEAR BACK WORTH, NORTHUMBERLAND, 
NOW IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM.--(Plate I.)





THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SAFETY-PIN INTO THE BACKWORTH 
TYPE OF BROOCH— (Plate I I .)





BRITISH BROOCHES OF THE BACKWORTH TYPE IN THE BLACK GATE MUSEUM, 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.— (Plate III. )





BRONZE BROOCHES FROM THE RIVER TYNE, NOW IN THE 
BLACK GATE MUSEUM.—  (Plate IV .)





Figure I. Full size.

FRAGMENT OF A SILVER BROOCH FROM HOUSESTEADS, 
NOW IN THE BLACK GATE MUSEUM.

Figure II. Full size.

BRONZE BROOCH FROM RISINGHAM, NOW IN THE 
BLACK GATE MUSEUM.

SILVER BROOCH FROM GREAT CHESTERS, NOW IN THE 
BLACK GATE MUSEUM.— (Plate V.)





SIDE, BACK AND FRONT VIEWS OF SILVER BROOCH FROM GREAT CHESTERS, 
NOW IN THE BLACK GATE MUSEUM.— (Plate VI.)





I X . — B R I T I S H  B R O O C H E S  O F  T H E  B A C K W O R T H  
T Y P E  I N  T H E  B L A C K  G A T E  M U S E U M ,  
N E W C A S T L E - U P O N - T Y N E .

B y  P a r k e r  B r e w i s , f .s .a .

[ R e a d  o n  26th M a r c h , 1924 . ]

T h e  r e m a r k a b le  h o a rd  o f  g o l d  a n d  s ilv e r  o b je c t s  f o u n d  a b o u t  
1 8 1 1 , in  th e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  B a c k w o r th , N o r t h u m b e r la n d ,  
a n d  n o w  in  th e  B r it is h  M u s e u m , 1 c o n ta in s  a  p a ir  o f  s i lv e r -g i l t  
b r o o c h e s  (P la t e  I . )  s o  w id e ly  k n o w n  th a t th e  n a m e  ‘ B a c k w o r t h  

b r o o c h e s  ’ s e r v e s  to  d e n o te  a  p re c is e  t y p e . A s s o c ia t e d  w ith  
th e  a b o v e  m e n tio n e d  p a ir  o f  b r o o c h e s  w a s  f o u n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  
o b je c t s  in c lu d in g  c o in s  o f  A n t o n in u s  P iu s , th e  la te s t  h a v i n g  
b e e n  s tr u c k  a .p .  13 9 .

T h e  b r o o c h e s , h o w e v e r , are  n o t  R o m a n  b u t  B r it is h , th e ir  
d e c o r a tio n  b e i n g  n o t o f  c la s s ic  bu t. o f  K e lt i c  c h a r a c te r . T h e y  
are. p r o v id e d  w ith  lo o p s  a t th e  h e a d  fo r  th e  a t ta c h m e n t  o f  a  
c h a in , s o  th a t th e y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  w o r n  in  p a ir s . T h e  c u s t o m  
o f  w e a r in g  b r o o c h e s  in p a ir s , c o n n e c te d  b y  a  s le n d e r  c h a in , w a s  
in  u s e  in  th e  e a r ly  L a  T 6n e  p e r io d , an  e x a m p le  b e i n g  fo u n d  a t  
P le u r s  (M a r n e )  w ith  a  fe m a le  s k e le t o n .2 T h i s  fa s h io n  o f  
w e a r in g , b r o o c h e s  in  p a ir s  w a s  c o n t in u e d  a fte r  th e  R o m a n  
c o n q u e s t  b y  th e  K e lt i c  w o m e n  o f  B r ita in , G a u l a n d  P a n n o n ia ,  
b u t  n e v e r  b e c a m e  a  R o m a n  f a s h i o n .3

1 See new History of A1 or thumb erland, vol. ix, pp. 26 -3 2 . -
2 Manuel dJArcMologie, Dichelette II (19 1 4 ), p. 1 2 5 2 . Other examples of 

pairs of brooches with chains complete have been found in the cemeteries of the 
Somme, e.g., at Somme Bionne (La T£ne, I), at Sommesous (La T£ne, II), 
Guide Illustr4 Musie St. Germain, M. S. Reinach and M. Eggiman.

3 1 The Celtic brooch and how it was worn,’ Illustrated Archceologist, vol. i, 
p. 16 6 , also The Reliquary 18 9 5 , p. 15 7  and 19 0 1 , p. 19 5 .

* The Romans did not fasten the toga with fibulae, but only used them to 
secure extra upper garments.* Ridgeway's Early Age of Greece, p. 5 5 7 .



O n  th e  c o n t in e n t  th e  B a c k w o r th  ty p e  o f  b r o o c h , t h o u g h  n o t  
u n k n o w n , is  s o  ra re  th a t  a  G e r m a n  a r c h a e o lo g is t4 c la s s ifie d  o n e ,  
f o u n d  n e a r  F r a n k fo r t -o n -t h e -M a i n , a s  o f  A fr ic a n  o r ig i n .

A l t h o u g h  th is  t y p e  o f  b r o o c h  o c c u r s  s p o r a d ic a lly  in  th e  s o u th  

o f  B r it a in , it is  a  s p e c ia l  p r o d u c t  o f  th e  n o r th  o f  B r ita in  a n d  
fo r m s  p a r t  o f  a  s e r ie s  o f  in d ic a tio n s  th a t th e  K e lt ic  e le m e n t  
c o n t in u e d  to  h o ld  its  o w n  in th is  p a rt o f  th e  R o m a n  p r o v in c e  

l o n g  a fte r  th e  R o m a n  o c c u p a t io n .
E x a m p l e s  o f  th e  B a c k w o r th  t y p e  o f  b r o o c h  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  

a t  K i r k b y  T h o r e  ( W e s t m o r l a n d )  u n d e r  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  p o in t in g  
to  th e ir  h a v i n g  b e e n  m a n u fa c tu r e d  lo c a l ly . W i t h  th e m  w ere  
a s s o c ia te d  R o m a n  c o in s  f r o m  V e s p a s i a n  to  S e v e r u s .6 S e v e r a l  
u n fin is h e d  a n d  b r o k e n  e x a m p le s  h a v e  a ls o  b e e n  fo u n d  at B r o u g h  
( W e s t m o r l a n d )6 th e r e fo r e  th is  s ite  w a s  p r e s u m a b ly  a ls o  a  c e n tre  
o f  m a n u fa c tu r e . H e n c e  b r o o c h e s  o f  th e  ty p e  are  f r e q u e n t ly  
re fe r re d  to  a s  ‘ B r o u g h  b r o o c h e s , ’ b u t  th e  a re a  th a t at a  la ter  
p e r io d  b e c a m e  .th e  a n c ie n t  k in g d o m  o f  N o r t h u m b r ia  s e e m s  to  
h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e ir  p r o d u c t io n . T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  
fo u n d  at C o r s t o p i t u m , P o lt r o s s  B u r n , C a r lis ie , R i s i n g h a m ,  
N e w s t e a d s  n e a r  M e lr o s e , T r a p r a in  L a w , th e  L a w e , S o u t h  
S h i e ld s ,  th e  r iv e r  T y n e ,  S e a to n  C a r e w , G r e a t  C h e s te r s , B a c k -  
w o r th  a n d  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  N o r t h u m b r ia — in d e e d  S ir  A r t h u r  
E v a n s  p r o p o s e d  to  te rm  th e m  ‘ th e  N o r t h u m b r ia n  t y p e . ’7 T h i s  
te r m  h a s  n o t , h o w e v e r , m e t  w ith  g e n e r a l a c c e p ta n c e . T h e r e  are  
o th e r  t y p e s  o f  b r o o c h e s  h a v in g  c la im s  to  th e  title  N o r t h u m b r ia n  ; 
t h o u g h  n u m e r ic a l ly  le s s  w e ll re p re s e n te d  y e t  in  c h a ra c te r  th e y  

are  e q u a l ly  K e lt i c ,  fo r  e x a m p le  th e  s ilv e r  b r o o c h  fo u n d  at  
H o u s e s t e a d s  (P la t e  V ,  F i g .  i ),8 r e v e a ls  th e  K e lt i c  m a s te r y  o f  
r e fle x e d  c u r v e s . A g a i n  th e  £  o r  D r a g o n  b r o o c h 9 is  a ls o  
K e lt i c  in d e s ig n  a n d  m a n u fa c tu r e , fu r th e r m o r e  th e  g i lt  b r o o c h

4 Riese in Heddernheimer Mittheilungen.
5 See Archceologia xxxi (18 54), p. 279  et seq.
6 Pro Soc. Ant., vol. xix, p. 13 0 .
7 A r c h c e o lo g ia ,  vol. lv, p. 18 5 .
R Arch. Ael., 2nd Ser., vol. xxv, p. 28 6 .
9 Soc. Ant. N /c., Pro., 3 rd Ser., vol. in, p. viii.



fo u n d  a t  G r e a t  C h e s te r s , a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  s ilv e r  e x a m p le  
t h o u g h  o f  a  d iffe re n t ty p e , is K e lt i c  in  d e c o r a tio n  a n d  h a s , in  
a  le s s  d e g r e e , a  c la im  to  th e  te rm  N o r t h u m b r ia n . I n  th e  te rm  
‘ B a c k w o r th  B r o o c h  ’ th e re  is n o  a m b ig u i t y ,  fo r  o n ly  o n e  ty p e  
o f  b r o o c h  w a s  fo u n d  at B a c k w o r th . M o r e o v e r , w ith  th e  
e x c e p tio n  o f  e n a m e llin g , th e  B a c k w o r th  p a ir  (P la t e  I . )  c o m 

p r e h e n s iv e ly  e x h ib it  a ll  th e  c h a r a c te r is tic s  o f  th e  t y p e , v iz  :

1 . A  c h a in -lo o p  a t th e  h e a d  in  o r d e r  th a t t h e y  m a y  b e  
. a tta c h e d  a n d  w o r n  to g e th e r  a s  p a i r s ;

2 . T h e  t r u m p e t -m o u th e d  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  h e a d  c o v e r in g
th e  b ila te ra l s p r i n g ;

3 . T h e  h a r p -s h a p e d  b o w  c a r r y in g  a  b o s s , w ith  a  c o n v e n 
tio n a l flo ra l o r n a m e n t  o n  th e  b r i d g e ;

4 . T h e  e x te n d e d  fo o t  te r m in a t in g  in  a  d is c  o r  b o x ;

5 . T h e  sh e a th  o r n a m e n t e d  w ith  K e lt ic  d e s ig n s .

S in c e  th e s e  c h a ra c te r is tic s  are  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  l o n g  e v o lu t io n , it 
m a y  b e  w e ll to  s k e tc h  a  p e d ig r e e  o f  th is  p a r tic u la r  b r a n c h  o f  
th e  b r o o c h  fa m i ly .

T h e  s im p le s t  fo r m  o f  b r o o c h  is th a t  o f  th e  s a fe t y  p in  c o n 

s tr u c te d  o u t  o f  a  s in g le  p ie c e  o f  w ire , b y  m a k in g  a  c o il in  th e  
m id d le  o f  its le n g th  to  a c t a s  a  s p r in g , a  p o in t  a t  o n e  e n d  a n d  
a  h o o k  a t th e  o th e r  (P la te  I I ,  a . ) .  T h i s  s im p le  s a fe ty  p in  ty p e  

o f  b r o o c h  w a s  in v e n te d  m o r e  th a n  3,000  y e a r s  a g o .  I n  c o ld  
c o u n tr ie s , w h e r e  th ic k  g a r m e n t s  w ere  n e c e s s a r y , th e  s im p le  
s a fe ty  p in  d id  n o t  a l lo w  su ffic ie n t  s p a c e  b e tw e e n  th e  p in  a n d  
th e  b r id g e  fo r  m u c h  s tu ff , h e n c e  to w a r d s  th e  e n d  o f  th e  B r o n z e  
A g e ,  th e  b r id g e  o f  th e  s a fe ty  p in  w a s  a r c h e d  in to  a  b o w  (P la t e  
I I ,  b . ) .  T h e  a rch  o f  th e  b o w  w a s  a t first h ig h , u s u a l ly  s e m i

c ir c u la r , b u t  it w a s  lo w e r e d  in la ter e x a m p le s . I n  th e  H a lls t a t t  
p e r io d  th e  b o w  w a s  th ic k e n e d  to  g iv e  s o lid ity , a n d  a ls o  to  a ffo r d  
s c o p e  fo r  o r n a m e n ta tio n  (P la t e  I I ,  c . ) .  T h e s e  b r o o c h e s  a re  
te r m e d  * L e e c h  ’ o r  ‘ B o a t -s h a p e d  B r o o c h e s  * a n d  s o m e t im e s  
h a v e  a n  e x te n d e d  f o o t . In  th e  n e x t  s ta g e  th is  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  
fo o t  w a s  e x a g g e ra te d ,*  th e  fo o t  te r m in a t in g  iri a  tu r n e d  u p  ta il  

a p p e n d a g e , th e  p u r p o s e  o f  w h ic h  is p u r e ly  d e c o r a tiv e  (P la t e



I I ,  cL ). T h i s  ty p e  is te r m e d  th e  ‘ C e r to s a  1 p a tte r n , b e c a u s e  a  
la r g e  n u m b e r  w e r e  f o u n d  in  th e  g r a v e s  a t C e r t o s a  n e a r  B o lo g n a  
in  I t a ly .  I n  th e s e  g r a v e s  w e r e  a ls o  fo u n d  a* n u m b e r  o f  G r e e k  
a n d  E tr u s c a n  o b je c t s  o f  5 th  c e n tu r y  B.C. T h e  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  
f o o t  c o n t in u e d , a n d  in  th e  n e x t t y p e  th e  fo o t  w a s  tu r n e d  b a c k  
u n til  it to u c h e d  th e  b o w  (P la t e  I I ,  e . ) .  T h e  e x a m p le  s h o w n  w a s  
f o u n d  b y  T h e  R e v .  W m .  G r e e n w e ll  in  a  b a r r o w  a t C o w la m  in  
Y o r k s h i r e 10 a n d  is  n o w  in  th e  B r it is h  M u s e u m . T h i s  t y p e  *is 
te r m e d  ‘ L a  T b n e  I ’ a n d  is  w id e ly  d is tr ib u te d . T h e  o ld e s t  L a  
T b n e  e x a m p le s  a re  a lm o s t  a s  o ld  a s  th e  C e r t o s a  p a tte r n .

T h e  e x te n d e d  fo o t  w a s  lia b le  to  b e  a c c id e n ta lly  b e n t , th e re 

fo r e  its  te r m in a t io n  w a s  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  b o w , e ith e r  b y  b e n d in g  
it r o u n d  th e  b o w  (P la t e  I I ,  f . )  o r  b y  b i n d i n g  th e  tw o  to g e th e r  
b y  a  s e p a r a te  c o lla r  (P la t e  I I ,  g . ) .  I n  b o th  th e s e  c a s e s  th e  ty p e  
is  te r m e d  ‘ L a  T b n e  I I . ’ I n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  t im e  th e  fo o t  m e r g e d  
in to  th e  b o w  w ith o u t  a  jo in t , b u t  a  r a ise d  r i n g  u s u a lly  m a r k s  
w h a t  h a d  b e e n  th e  p la c e  o f  u n io n  (P la t e  I I ,  h . ) .  T h e  t r ia n g u la r  
s p a c e  a t th e  f o o t  w a s  s o m e t im e s  le ft  o p e n , b u t  in  la ter e x a m p le s  
it is  u s u a l ly  f ille d  b y  a  th in  p la te  fr e q u e n t ly  p ie rc e d  (P la te  I I ,  
i . ) .  T h e s e  fo r m s  (h  a n d  i) are  k n o w n  a s  ‘ L a  T b n e  I I I /  T h e  
te r m  ‘ L a  T e n e  ’ m e a n s  ‘ th e  s h a l l o w s , ’ a n d  is th e  n a m e  o f  a n  
im p o r ta n t  la te  K e lt i c  s e tt le m e n t  a t th e  E a s t  e n d  o f  L a k e  
N e u c h a t e l  in  S w it z e r la n d  w h e r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  th e s e  b r o o c h e s  h a v e  
b e e n  f o u n d , m a in ly  L a  T b n e  I I .  T h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th is  e a r ly  
I r o n  A g e  s e tt le m e n t  h a s  r e s u lte d  in th e  a t ta c h m e n t  o f  its n a m e  
to  th r e e  s t a g e s  d u r in g  w h ic h  th e  b r o o c h  a ls o  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  

th r e e  w e ll -d e f in e d  p h a s e s .
' I n  L a  T & n e  I th e  fo o t  is tu r n e d  u p  u n til it to u c h e s  th e  b o w .

I n  L a  T b n e  I I  th e  fo o t  is  a tta c h e d  to  th e  b o w .

I n  L a  T b n e  I I I  th e  fo o t  is  c a st in  o n e  p ie c e  w ith  th e  b o w  
t h o u g h  th e r e  is  u s u a l ly  a  s im u la te d  jo in t .

T h e  e v o lu t io n  d u r i n g  th e  L a  T b n e  p e r io d s  is o f  g r e a t  in terest  

in  th a t  a t  th e  s ta r t  th e  m a in  lin e  o f  th e  b r o o c h  flo w s  f r o m  th e  
h e a d , o v e r  th e  b r id g e , d o w n  to  th e  p in , th e n  e x te n d s  a lo n g  th e



fo o t , a n d  b a c k  in  a n  S -s h a p e d  c u r v e  u n til it m e e ts  th e  b r id g e  o f  
th e  b o w  (P la t e  I I .  k .)  w h e r e a s  in  th e  la te  e x a m p le  o f  L a  T b n e  
I I I  th e  m a in  lin e  o f  th e  b r o o c h  a p p e a r s  to  flo w  f r o m  th e  h e a d ,  
h a lf  w a y  o v e r  th e  b o w , th e n c e  in  a  s tr a ig h t  lin e  d o w n  to  th e  
fo o t  a n d  b a c k  to  th e  p in  (P la t e  I I ,  1 .)  i .e . ,  e n d i n g  in  a  re v e r se  
d ir e c t io n  to  th a t o f  L a  T b n e  I a n d  I I .  T h i s  is  d u e  to  th e  b o w  
in  L a  T b n e  I I I  b e in g  a  cire-p erd u e  c a s t in g  a n d  n o  lo n g e r  in  o n e  
p ie c e  w ith  th e  p in  a n d  its s p r in g .

S im u lt a n e o u s ly  w ith  th is  e v o lu t io n , th e  s p r i n g  w a s  a ls o  . 

u n d e r g o in g  c o n s id e r a b le  c h a n g e . B e g i n n i n g  w ith  a  s im p le  
lo o p  (P la t e  I I ,  a .  a n d  b .) ,  th e  c o i ls  w ere  in c r e a s e d  in  n u m b e r ,  
a t first u n ila te r a lly  (P la t e  I I ,  d . ) ;  b u t  d u r in g  L a  T b n e  C u ltu r e  
th e  s p r in g  b e c o m e s  b ila te r a l. T h i s  fa r  r e a c h in g  c h a n g e  s e r v e s  

to  d iv id e  b r o o c h e s  in to  tw o  g r e a t  g r o u p s , th e  e a r ly  o r  u n ila te r a l, 
a n d  th e  la te , o r  b ila te r a l.

L a  T b n e  ty p e  I I I  is a  w e ll -k n o w n  R o m a n  p r o v in c ia l  t y p e  
w ith  a  w id e  w e ste rn  d is tr ib u t io n . In  G a u l , th e  R o m a n  c o n 

q u e s t  d o e s  n o t a p p e a r  to  h a v e  fa v o u r e d  fu r th e r  e v o lu t io n  o f  
n a tiv e  a r t . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  in  n o r th e r n  B r it a in , w h e r e  th e  
in d ig e n o u s  e le m e n t w a s  le s s  f u l ly  a s s im ila te d  b y  th e  R o m a n s ,  
K e lt i c  art c o n tin u e d  l iv i n g  a n d  c r e a tiv e . K e lt i c  c r a fts m e n  m a d e  
L a  T b n e  t y p e  I I I  th e  a n c e s to r  o f  a  n e w  lo c a l ty p e — ‘ T h e  B a c k -  
w o rth  b r o o c h e s  111 (P la te  I a n d  I I  j . ) .  T h e  c o lla r  w h ic h  h a d  

b e e n  th e  b in d in g  o f  th e  fo o t  to  th e  b o w , d e v e lo p e d  in to  th e  
c o n v e n t io n a l  floral o r n a m e n t . T h i s  s u r v iv a l o f  th e  c o lla r  n o w  
a s s u m e s  a  h i g h ly  o r n a m e n ta l f o r m  r e s e m b lin g  tw o  e a r ly  F r e n c h  
G o t h ic  flo ra te d  c a p ita ls  p la c e d  a b a c u s  to  a b a c u s  (s e e  P la te  V ,  
F i g .  2) .  T h e  sh e a th  o f  th e  b r o o c h  w a s  c o v e r e d  w ith  o r n a m e n t a l  
s c r o ll -w o r k , b a s e d  b n  c la s s ic  p a lm e tte  m o tifs , m o d if ie d  a n d  
r e -m o d e lle d  b y  K e lt ic  art (P la t e  I ) .  T h e  m a s s iv e  c a s t  h a r p 

s h a p e d  b o w  a ffo rd e d  a fin e  fie ld  fo r  e n a m e l l i n g . B r it is h  c r a fts 

m e n  w ere  u n m a tc h e d  in  th e  art o f  e n a m e llin g — in d e e d  th e  
p a r tic u la r  p r o c e s s  k n o w n  a s  ‘ c h a m p le v b ,’ in  w h ic h  th e  m e ta l

11 This • development was • traced by Mr. (now Sir Arthur) Evans. 
Archceologia, vol. lv, pp. 17 9 - 19 8 .



g r o u n d  is  s c o o p e d  o u t  to  fo r m  c e lls  fo r  th e  e n a m e l, w a s  a  
p r o d u c t  o f  o u r  in s u la r  a r t . B r o o c h e s  o f  th e  B a c k w o r th  ty p e  
a r e  f r e q u e n t ly  d e c o r a te d  w ith  ‘ c h a m p le v ^ . ’ F o r  e x a m p le ,  

P la te  I I I ,  N o s .  5 a n d  7 .
P la t e  I I I  s h o w s  th e  S o c i e t y ’ s  c o lle c t io n  o f  e ig h t  b r o o c h e s  o f  

th e  B a c k w o r th  t y p e .12

N o .  1 is  in c h e s  lo n g , e x c lu s iv e  o f  th e  r i n g , fo u n d  at  

th e  L a w e , S o u t h  S h ie ld s .

N o .  2 is  2 in c h e s  lo n g , e x c lu s iv e  o f  th e  r in g , fo u n d  at  

th e  L a w e , S o u t h  S h ie ld s .

N o .  3  is  2 \  in c h e s  lo n g , e x c lu s iv e  o f  th e  r in g , fo u n d  a t  

th e  L a w e , S o u t h  S h ie ld s .

N o .  4 is  2 \ in c h e s  lo n g , e x c lu s iv e  o f  th e  lo o p — th e  c a tc h  
p la te  h a s  b e e n  re p a ir e d  b y  a  p ie c e  o f  b r o n z e  fix e d  b y  
tw o  r iv e ts — p r o v e n a n c e  u n k n o w n .

N o .  5 w a s  d r e d g e d  fr o m  th e  r iv e r  T y n e .  T h e  fo o t  is m is s in g ,  
th e  h e a d  a n d  b o w  are  e n a m e lle d  in  b lu e , a n d  th e re  is  
a  f r a g m e n t  o f  c h a in  a tta c h e d  to  th e  lo o p . T h i s  b r o o c h  
is a g a in  s h o w n  o n  P la te  I V  in  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  a n o th e r  
B r it is h  b r o o c h .13 T h e  la tter , t h o u g h  n o t o f  th e  B a c k -  
w o r th  t y p e , h a s  a  h a r p  s h a p e d  b o w  a n d  b e lo n g s  
a p p r o x im a t e ly  to  th e  e n d  o f  th e  s e c o n d  c e n tu r y  a .d .  
I t  h a s  s e v e n  in c h e s  o f  c h a in  a t t a c h e d ; a s  it a ls o  w a s  
d r e d g e d  f r o m  th e  r iv e r  T y n e ,  th e s e  tw o  b r o o c h e s  m a y  
p o s s i b ly  h a v e  b e e n  w o r n  a s  a  d is s im ila r  p a ir . S e v e r a l  
p a ir s  o f  th is  t y p e  o f  b r o o c h  fo u n d  w ith o u t  a  c h a in  a t  
B a c k w o r th , T r a p r a in  L a w  a n d  C h o r le y  in  L a n c a s h ir e ,  
m a y  h a v e  b e e n  c o n n e c te d  b y  a  p e r is h a b le  r ib b o n , o r  a

la In the Black Gate Museum, there is also a fragment of a bronze brooch, 
the pin, spring and foot are missing and the provenance unknown, but it has a 
trumpet mouthed expansion to the head of the bow and a floral ornament on 
the bridge. It does not otherwise display Keltic art. In Tullie House Museum, 
Carlisle, there are half a dozen specimens of the Backworth type of brooch, 
mostly found in Carlisle or its vicinity : see Haverfield Transactions Cumberland 
and Westmorland Arckceological Society N.S., vol. xix (19 1 9 ), pp. 1 - 16 .

13 Now in the Black Gate Museum.



s tr in g  a d o r n e d  w ith  b e a d s  a s  in n o r th -w e s t  A f r i c a  
t o -d a y .

N o .  6 is  2f  in c h e s  lo n g , e x c lu s iv e  o f  lo o p . F o u n d  a t  a  
R o m a n  p o s t  b e tw e e n  S e a to n  C a r e w  a n d  W e s t  
H a r t le p o o l .14

N o .  7 ( s h o w n  a ls o  P la te  V ,  F i g .  2) ,  2§  in c h e s  l o n g ,  
e x c lu s iv e  o f  lo o p — h e a d  a n d  b o w  e n a m e lle d  in  b lu e  

a n d  y e llo w , th e  c a tc h  p la te  p ie r c e d  w ith  a  tr iq u e tr a l  
sc r o ll— F o u n d  at R i s i n g h a m  ( H a b it a n c u m )  S e p t .  1842 .

T h e  a b o v e  b r o o c h e s  are  a ll b r o n z e .

N o .  8 ( s h o w n  a ls o  in  P la te  V ,  F i g .  3 , a n d  P la te  V I )  is  a n  
o r n a te  a n d  u n iq u e  s ilv e r  e x a m p le  fo u n d  a t G r e a t  

C h e s te r s  (^ E 's ic a ) in  1894.15 I*  1S l \  in c h e s  lo n g ,  o f  
w h ic h  th e  b r id g e d  o p e n in g  fo r  th e  p in  o c c u p ie s  o n ly  
f f  in c h . T h e  b o x  a t th e  fo o t  is i f  in c h e s  in  d ia m e te r  
a n d  §  in c h  in  th ic k n e s s — th e s e  a b n o r m a l d im e n s io n s  
p la c e  th e  b r o o c h  in  a  c a t e g o r y  b y  i ts e lf . T h e  s p r i n g  

h a s  50 c o i ls .

T h e  fo r m  o f  th e  c h a in -r in g  is  o f  m u c h  s e rv ic e  in  a s s i g n i n g  
th e  re la tiv e  d a te s  to  in d iv id u a l  e x a m p le s  o f  b r o o c h e s . T h e  
a d d it io n  o f  a  s p e c ia l  lo o p  to  a tta c h  th e  c h a in  is  a  p e c u lia r ly  
B r it is h  c h a ra c te r is tic  th a t  is n o t c o n fin e d  to  th is  p a r tic u la r  ty p e  
o f  b r o o c h . I t  o c c u r s  a ls o  o n  th e  g i lt  e x a m p le  fo u n d  a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  th e  s ilv e r  b r o o c h  fr o m  G r e a t  C h e s t e r s .16 I n  b o th  th e s e  
e x a m p le s  th e  lo o p  is a  f ix e d  p o r tio n  o f  th e  fr a m e  o f  th e  b r o o c h ,

b u t  in  e a r lie r  e x a m p le s  it is  m e r e ly  a  p ie c e  o f  b e n t  w ir e  (P la t e

I I I ,  F i g .  5 , a n d  P la te  I I  m .)  th e  e n d s  o f  w h ic h  are  p a s s e d  in to  
th e  ce n tre  o f  th e  c o ils  o f  th e  s p r in g , fr e q u e n t ly  s e r v in g  a s  th e  
p iv o t  o f  th e  p in , th e  w h o le  b e i n g  k e p t in  p la c e  b y  th e  l ig a tu r e .  
I n  c o u r s e  o f  t im e  th e  lig a tu r e  b e c a m e  e m p h a s iz e d  (P la t e  V ,  
F i g .  2 R i s i n g h a m ) .  I n  th e  B a c k w o r th  p a ir  ( P la t e  I )  it is  a

14 Arch. Ael., 2nd Ser., vol. x (18 8 5), p. 1 1 4 .
15 Arch. Ael., 2nd Ser., vol. xvn, pp. xxii, xxxii.
16 Archceologia, vol. lv, p, 18 7 , and Arch. Ael., 2nd. Ser., vol. xvii, pp. 

xxii, xxxii.



r e c t a n g u la r  b a r  a lm o s t  a s  w id e  a s  th e  t r u m p e t -m o u th e d  h e a d  o f  
th e  b r o o c h , in  th e  s i lv e r  e x a m p le  f r o m  G r e a t  C h e s te r s  it is  
e x a g g e r a t e d  in to  a  r e c ta n g u la r  p a n e l (P la t e  V ,  F i g .  3 , c . f . g . h . )  

th e  fu ll  w id t h  o f  th e  h e a d , w ith  w h ic h  it fo r m s  a n  in te g r a l p a r t .

T y p o l o g i c a l l y  th is  e x a m p le  (P la t e  V I  a n d  P la te  V ,  F i g .  3 ) 
m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  th e  la te st o f  a ll  k n o w n  s p e c im e n s . S ir  
A r t h u r  E v a n s 17 a n d  M r .  R e g i n a ld  S m i t h 18 h a v e  a ttr ib u te d  it to  
c . a . d .  200 .

P a r t  o f  th e  h o a r d  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th is  b r o o c h  is  R o m a n , b u t  
b o th  th e  b r o o c h e s  fo u n d  in  it are  B r it is h  a n d  o f  ty p e s  w o r n  b y  
w o m e n . I t  is  n o t e w o r th y  th a t  th e y  are  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  u n u s e d ,  
th e r e fo r e  s o o n  a fte r  t h e y  w e r e  m a d e , th e y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  
b u r ie d  in  th e  w e s t  g u a r d  c h a m b e r  o f  th e  s o u th  g a te w a y  a t G r e a t  
C h e s t e r s .19 U n f o r t u n a t e ly  th e  d is c o v e r y  w a s  m a d e  in  th e  
a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  tr a in e d  a r c h a e o lo g is t ,20 b u t  th e  tr e a su re  
a p p a r e n t ly  la y  in  m a te r ia l s h o w i n g  tra c e s  o f  fire  a n d  b e tw e e n  
tw o  f lo o r  le v e ls  o f  d iffe re n t d a t e s .21 T h e *  R o m a n s  u p o n  re -  
o c c u p y i n g  G r e a t  C h e s te r s  d id  n o t tro u b le , to  c le a r  o u t  th e  
w e s te r n  g u a r d  c h a m b e r  o f  th e  s o u th  g a te w a y , b u t  m a d e  a  n e w  
f lo o r  a t a  h ig h e r  le v e l— h e n c e  th e  tr e a su re  r e m a in e d  u n d is tu r b e d .  
I t  is  o b v io u s  th a t  th e  tre a su re  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  b u r ie d  w h e n  th e  
to w e r  w a s  p a r t ia l ly  r u in e d  a n d  a lr e a d y  c h o k e d  w ith  e a r th . T h i s  
e v e n t  a p p e a r s  to  b e  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  tr o u b le s  th a t m a r k e d  th e  
e n d  o f  th e  s e c o n d  o r  th e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  th e  th ir d  C e n tu r y  a . d .

T h e  k n o w n  fa c t s  a re  a s  fo l lo w s  A b o u t  a . d .  155 th e re  w a s  
a  g e n e r a l  r i s in g  o f  th e  tr ib e s  o f  n o r th e rn  B r ita in . T h e  s a m e  
t h i n g  o c c u r r e d  o n  a  la r g e r  s c a le  in  a . d .  181 w h e n  b o th  th e  
A n t o n i n e  w a ll  a n d  H a d r i a n ’ s  w a ll  w ere  o v e r r u n . I n  th e  n o rth  

o f  th e  p r o v in c e  d is a s te r  w a s  c o m p le t e . A b o u t  a . d .  196 th e  
R o m a n  g a r r is o n  w a s  w ith d r a w n  fr o m  H a d r i a n ’ s w a ll  a n d  fo r  a

17Afchceologia, vol. lv, p. 18 6 .
18 British Museum Guide to Roman Britain, p. 58 .
19 Arch. Ael., 2 nd Ser., vol. xvii, p. xxx.
20 Archceologia, vol. 5 5 , p. 17 9 .
31 Arch. Ael., 2 nd Ser., vol. xvii, plate 0 2 .



tim e  th e  n a tiv e  tr ib e s  r e g a in e d  th e ir  in d e p e n d e n c e .22 F o r  a  th ird  
t im e  a  R o m a n  e m p e r o r  v is ite d  B r i t a i n ; S e v e r u s  c o m e  o v e r  in  
a .d .  208 a n d  u n d e r to o k  a  g r e a t  c a m p a ig n  fo r  th e  s u b ju g a t i o n  

o f  th e  n o r th e rn  B r it o n s . T h e  c a m p a ig n , h o w e v e r , s e e m s  to  

h a v e  b e e n  la u n c h e d  b e fo r e  h is  a r r iv a l h ere , a n d  th e  lin e  o f  
H a d r i a n ’ s  w a ll to  h a v e  b e e n  r e -o c c u p ie d  b e fo r e  a .d .  207.23

I n  a .d .  2 1 1  S e v e r u s  d ie d  a t  Y o r k .  T h o u g h  h e  h a d  n o t  
e ffe c te d  a  p e r m a n e n t  c o n q u e s t  o f  n o r th e r n  B r it a in , y e t  )he 

re d u c e d  a n d  p a c ifie d  th e  tr ib e s , a n d  re sto re d  th e  l in e  o f  
H a d r i a n ’ s  w a ll . T h e  n a tiv e  e le m e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t i o n  in  th e  
a re a  s o u th  o f  th e  w a ll  n o w  b e c a m e  m o r e  R o m a n i z e d  to  th e  
d e tr im e n t  o f  n a tiv e  a r t . D o u b t le s s  n o r th  o f  th e  T y n e  a n d  S o l w a y  
fr o n tie r  w h e r e  R o m a n  in flu e n c e  w a s  le s s  in  e v id e n c e  K e l t i c  a r t  
c o n tin u e d  to  f lo u r is h ; n e v e r th e le s s  a ll th e  b r o o c h e s  o f  th e  B a c k -  
w o r th  ty p e  fo u n d  at T r a p r a in  L a w  a re  fr o m  th e  lo w e r  le v e ls  a n d  
p r e s u m a b ly  n o t  la ter th a n  th e  s e c o n d  c e n tu r y 24 a .d .

T h e  p r o b le m s  o f  th e  e v o lu t io n  a n d  c la s s ific a tio n  o f  fibulce  a n d  
fa ie n c e  h a v e  b e e n  th e  o b je c t  o f  n u m e r o u s  s tu d ie s , m o s t ly  c o n 

tin e n ta l, w ith  th e  re s u lt  th a t  s u c h  a p p a r e n t ly  tr i f l in g  t h i n g s  a s  
p in s  a n d  p o tte r y  are  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  s e rv ic e  in  th e  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  
d e te r m in a tio n  o f  a s s o c ia te d  f in d s .

N o t e .— Plate I is from  R om illy  A llen 's C e l t ic  A r t , by perm ission o f  the 
publishers, Messrs. M ethuen. Plate V  was published shortly after the 
finding o f  this brooch . It show s the knob decorated w ith spiral ornam ent 
fixed to the projection b. (Plate IV , F ig . 3) but the knob w as loose and 
there are projections at a. b. c. and d. (Plate IV , 3) all o f  w hich  appear 
originally intended to bear such ornam ents. O nly one knob now  survives 
fixed at d. See Plate I, F ig . 8. Th is change o f position o f  the knob 
w as m ade by John G ibson, late warden o f  the Keep, N ew castle-upon-Tyne. 
H e was present at the discovery o f  the treasure and also disentangled, 
cleaned and fixed in position the knob first at b. and later at d.

2J Gollingwood, F.S.A. 1 The British Frontier in the reign of Septimius
Severus,' in the forthcoming Journal of Roman Studies, and * Roman Britain,' 
P- 34*

23 See Stone from Risingham No. 138  in Black Gate Museum, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, Arch. Ael., 3 rd Ser., vol. xvii, pp. 7 7 -7 9 . Lap. Sept. No. 6 26 , and also 
the inscription on the rock of Gelt, Lap. Sept. No. 469 . Both dated a .d . 2 0 7 .

24 Pro. Soc. Ant. Scot., 19 2 0 -2 1 , p. 19 4 .


