
S E C O N D  I N T E R I M  R E P O R T  (19 2 7  and 19 2 8 ) .1 

B y  Ja m e s  A .  P e t c h ,  m .a.

[ R e a d  28th M arch , 19 2 8 .]

I .  I n t r o d u c t i o n .

T h e  excavatio n s on the site of the R o m a n  fort of 
C o n d ercu m , undertaken b y  the N orth  of E n g la n d  excava
tion com m ittee at the instance of the N o rthu m berlan d  
C o u n ty  H is to ry  com m ittee, were resum ed on Sep tem b er  
5th  an d  continued for a  period of fou r weeks, the m ain  
w ork  co m in g to an  end on O ctober 1st, though the process 
of fillin g  in w as continued b y  a  reduced staff fo r a  further 
fo rtn igh t.

T h e  lan dow ners, M r. L eo n a rd  M aca rth y  of B en w ell 
P a rk  and A ld erm a n  J .  F .  W e id n e r of C on dercum  H ou se, 
a g a in  g a v e  w illin g  perm ission for an d interested assistance  
tow ard s the execution of the w ork. M iss D o ro th y  
M a c a rth y  helped with the pottery, an d to her I am  indebted  
for F ig s .  8 an d  10 . M r. J .  M acin tyre  spent a  fortn igh t 
on the site an d rendered useful assistance w ith the 
p o ttery. I am  also esp ecially indebted to P ro fessor M eek  
o f the A rm stro n g  C o lleg e  fo r a  report on the o rgan ic  
rem ain s (p ag e  74) an d  fo r other help to L'ieutenant- 
C olo n el G . R .  B .  S p a in , M r. D o n ald  A tk in so n  and m y  
w ife.

1 The same abbreviations have been used as in the report for 
1926 (Arch. Ael. (IV ), iv, 135-192; list of abbreviations pages 
190-192), referred to as 1926 Report. The results of the work done 
in 1928 are detailed on page 73.



II. T h e  W o r k  in 1927.

.After a comparatively fine fortnight progress was most 
gravely hindered by a heavy storm and a week’s continu
ous bad weather which flooded to a considerable depth 
the trenches already opened and limited new work to the 
tracing of walls. There was also a considerable amount 
of filling in to be done within the area of the fort, which 
area had to a great extent been left open in 1926 to 
facilitate some further work. This filling in could be 
done when the weather did not permit of the opening up 
of new ground, but these two factors, the unfavourable 
weather and the amount of filling in to be. completed, 
prevented the execution in 1927 of more than a mere 
modicum of new work. Such new work falls under two 
main heads :—

(a) The fort.
(b) “  The suburbs.”

(a )  THE FORT.

T h e  D e fe n ce s.—Thirty yards south of Westgate 
Road, and on the line laid down from Shafto’s plan on 
Plate X X III, 1926 Report, a mass of masoriry was found, 
apparently the remains of the inner core of the west wall. 
The facing stones had disappeared and the edges were 
irregular, but there can now be little doubt that Shafto’s 
survey is reliable in so far as the relative positions of the 
walls of the fort are concerned, and that the remains of 
the west wall of the fort lie, as shown on the plan (Plate 
X IV ), east of the boundary wall between Benwell Park 
and Pendower, and pass under Westgate Road from under 
the west end of the entrance lodge of Benwell Park.

The position of the north wall of the fort alone now 
remains uncertain, but in view of the fact that Shafto 
gives the relative positions of the east, south and west
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w a lls with p ro ved  correctness, it m ust be regarded as v e ry  
probab le that his position for the north w all is also  correct. 
B en w ell w a s therefore a, large  fort of som ew hat m ore than  
five acres.

I n t e r n a l  B u i l d i n g s . — F u rth er attem pts w ere m ade to 
com plete the plan of A  (P la te  X I V ,  c f . 19 2 6  R e p o r t , 
P la te  X X I I I  and F i g .  3 ,  p a g e  14 8 ). L ittle  success is to 
be recorded o w in g  to the depredations w hich this part of 
the site h as suffered. It w as, how ever, possible to trace, 
th o u gh  w ith difficulty, the rem ains of a w all con necting  
the north w all of A ,  as planned in F i g .  3 , 19 26  R e p o r t , 
w ith the m ore southerly of the two isolated fragm en ts of 
w a llin g  fou nd in 19 26  (ib ., p a ge  14 7 , cf. P late X X I I I ) .  
T h is  supports the inference (ib .)  that A  extended north
w ard s an d  w a s not lo n g and narrow  but .rather square. 
T h e  isolated fra gm en t ru n n in g  east and w e s t , ' though  
rem ain in g isolated, p ro b a b ly  also  belon gs to the sam e  
b u ild in g .

S u c h  a  plan for A  w ould provide further support for 
the inference d raw n  from  the position o f the east ditch  
a s located in 19 26  (ib ., p a g e  14 7), that the east an d west 
g a tes lie under the present W e stg a te  R o a d . T h e  b u ild in g  
w o u ld  then be situated im m ediately to the south of the 
v ia  p r in c ip a lis .

T h e  h yp o cau st cham ber o f  A  w as further exam ined  
w ithou t further inform ation of a n y  kind bein g obtained. 
T h e  b o d ily  rem oval b y  som e unknow n agen t d u rin g  the 
excavatio n s of the sole rem ain in g pillar of tiles allow ed  
a clo ser exam ination o f the g u tte r . ru n n in g  a lo n g  the 
southern face o f crossw all 2 (79 26  R e p o r t, p a g e  150 , cf. 

F i g .  3), but the gutter cam e to a sudden end im m ediately  
under w here this p illar had stood, and of a n y  system  of 
d rain ag e  w ith w h ich  it m ay h ave been connected there 
w a s no trace.

F u rth er w ork on the b u ild in g B  (79 26  R ep o rt, p ages  
1 5 3  se q ., cf. F ig .  4) show ed that it w a s rectangular in plan  
an d not as w a s thought, L -sh a p e d . T w o  further room s, 
a o s. 8 and 9, F i g .  1, w ere cleared. In the^more northerly
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room  the flo o rin g had entirely disappeared, but the 
o rig in a l c la y  w a s covered b y  a  layer nine to ten inches 
in depth co n sistin g  of debris ly in g  on the c la y  fillin g  
w h ich  had supported the destroyed floor. In  the south  
end o f this room , parallel to the p a rty  w all an d  six  inches  
from  it, fou ndation s two feet .seven inches w ide c a r ry in g s  
the first cou rse o f a w all tw o feet one inch w ide rem ained  
to represent either an earlier b u ild in g  on this site or, as  
is m ore probab le in  view  o f the pottery w h ich  cam e from  
the c la y  ^filling associated w ith the w all (p age 69, nos. 20- 

- 2 1 ) ,  a  /differen t an d  earlier lay-o u t of the existin g  
b u ild in g  (P la te  X V ,  1 , c f . F i g .  1). T h e se  foundations  
p a ssed  under the east w all o f the room , the one rem ain in g  
course 6 f  the earlier w all bein g level w ith the c la y  fillin g  
c a r r y in g  the fou n dation s o f the east w all, and h ad no 
relation* to a n y  of the other w alls un covered. T h e  east 
w a ll w a s ruinous, in tw o  stretches o n ly  the foundation s  
three feet o ver all rem ainin g, w hile the rem ains o f the 
w a ll proper were o n ly  eighteen inches across. T h e  north  
w all o f this room  appears to be represented o n ly  b y  the 
sm all fragm en t fou nd in 19 26 , the rem ainder p ro b a b ly  
h a v in g  been rem oved w hen the rest of this room  w a s  
disturb ed.

R o o m  9 w a s som ew hat m ore productive. T h e  area  
un co vered w a s bounded b y  narrow  w alls on the north 
an d  east, the east face o f the east w all b ein g  in line with  
the w est face  of the east w all of room 8 . T h e  east w all of 
the latter room  broke off short two feet past the north
east corner o f room  9 an d  w as not bonded into the p arty  
w all between the two room s. T h e  east w all of room  9 
stood on foundations w h ich  projected nine inches on the 
w est side, g iv in g  a  total w idth for the w all an d  founda
tions o f two feet. T h e  foundations m erged into the 
fou n dation s of w h at rem ained of the south w all o f the 
b u ild in g, but the east w all proper of the room  m erely  
faced  upon th is south w all. It m a y  therefore be assum ed  
that th is room  is  a m odification of the o rig in al lay-o u t of 
this p art o f the b u ild in g .



T h e  rem ains in this room  indicated, how ever, that 
subsequent further m odifications h ad been carried  out. 
In  the south-w est corner there rem ained a  sm all fragm en t  
of narrow  w a llin g, but here the other m ason ry rem ains  
were m uch broken an d  disturbed (P late  X V ,  2, bottom  
centre). T h is  w all, how ever, ap peared to be covered b y  
b u ild in g  debris and m a y be ascribed to the o rigin al plan  
or to an earlier interm ediate, period. B u ilt a g a in st the 
north w all there w as another fra gm en t of w a llin g  four feet 
lon g also ru n n in g north-south. (In  P late  X V ,  2 , the 
foot-rule rests a ga in st the south end of this w all.) T h is  
rested on floor 2 (in fra )  and w ould ap pear to represent the 
last m odification for w hich there is eviden ce of this part 
of the b u ild in g.

T h e  stratification o f floors w a s not altogether clear 
(P late  X V ,  2), but seem ed to coincide clo sely with the 
stratification in room 5 of the sam e b u ild in g  (19 2 6  R e p o r t , 
Pa g e J 55> c/* P late X X X I ,  2). T h e  top floor (3) rested  
im m ediately upon the next below it (2), the second  
fragm en t of w all m entioned above representing the w est 
w all of the room of w h ich  3  w as the floor. B eneath these 
two floors w as a  deposit a v e ra g in g  six inches 'in depth and  
co n sistin g of burnt m aterial con tain in g som e coal together 
with, c la y  an d  rubble. F ro m  this layer of m iscellaneous 
debris cam e a  tin y fragm en t o f D r . 3 7 , together w ith  
fragm en ts of D r. 3 1  and 3 3 .  T h e  earliest, or at 
least the low est, floor rem ainin g w as present, an d  that 
v e ry  m uch broken up, o n ly  in the south-east corner of 
the room, and m ost of the debris had been rem oved from  
above it at som e earlier date. W h e re  floors 2 an d  - 3  
rem ained floor 1 w as so broken up as to be unidentifiable  
w ith certainty.

W h ile  the outline of the bu ild in g has been com pleted  
so far as is at present possible—-the western edge o f the 
b u ild in g is under trees— a n y detailed reconstruction o f its 
developm ent and h istory is som ew hat precarious in view  
of the grave  disturbance w h ich  it has * un dergon e since  
R o m a n  tim es. It seem s, how ever, to be possible to



assum e that the b u ild in g  w as o rig in a lly  rectan gular and  
rem ained so throughout, althou gh  the internal lay-o u t w as  
con sid erab ly m odified from  tim e to tim e ( F ig .  i) . T h e  
w ide external w alls on all sides so fa r exam ined, the early  
w all in room  8 and the w ide fou ndation s between room s 
5 , 7 , 8 and 9 on the one hand, an d on the other 4, 6 and  
the room  o r room s not uncovered, are p ro b ab ly  all to be 
ascribed to the b u ild in g in its o rigin al form . O n these 
w ide foundations w ere built later m uch narrow er w alls  such  
as that sep aratin g room s 5 an d  7 from  room s 4 an d 6, while 
tw ice sub seq uen tly to the origin al construction new  floors 
w ere laid  do w n . T h e  o rigin al floor w a s in 19 26  
satisfacto rily  p ro ved  to be H a d ria n ic  ( i g 2 6  R e p o r t, p age  
15 5 ) .  T h e  second, ly in g  over ,a  thick layer of debris  
p ro d u cin g second cen tu ry  rem ains (sup ra, cf. lo c . cit.),  

w o u ld  ap pear to represent a  reconstruction, alm ost 
certain ly after destruction, p ro b a b ly  before the end o f the 
secon d cen tu ry. T h e  third a n d 'to p  floor, ly in g  im m edi
a tely  on that below , m ay represent either m odification of 
the b u ild in g  in view  o f dilapidation, or a reb u ildin g after 
a second destruction of- w hich the traces were com pletely  
rem oved before the new floor w as laid dow n. F o r  the 
d a tin g  of th is third b u ild in g there is no local evidence, 
and it is o f course im possible to s a y  if later and higher  
floors h ave to ta lly  disappeared as a result of the activities  
of searchers for b u ild in g  m aterial.

O n  the evidence rem ain in g there is no reason to 
believe that the b u ild in g, w hatever the internal m odifica
tions, did not continue in use throughout the occupation  

of the fort.

(b) “  THE SU BU RBS.”

T h e  b u ild in g  at the southern extrem ities of B enw ell 
P a rk  p addock, the existence of w hich, w hile p revio u sly  
suspected, w a s  proved in 19 26  (19 2 6  R ep o rt,  p a ge  16 1)  
w a s p a rtia lly  opened up (P late X I V ,  E ) .  W h ile  the 
tra cin g  o f w a lls  w a s still b ein g pursued the site w as



flooded b y  a  storm , and w hen w ork w a s resum ed it w as  
found im p ossib le to carry  out a n y  substantial exam ination  
of the low er levels.

E x c e p t in the north-east corner, where the w a lls  
in clu sive o f the foundation s still stood in  places to a  
h eigh t o f fou r feet, o n ly  the low est fo o tin gs of the w a lls  
rem ained. S o  far as exam ined the b u ild in g  w as e ig h ty -  
two feet from  east to west b y  th irty-six  from  north to  
south. It w a s ap p aren tly  o b lo n g in plan, th o u gh  the 
north-w est corner w as not fou nd and the north w all 
appeared to break off short at the furn ace (in fr a ).  A t  the  
north-east corner there w ere m ason ry rem ains fo rm in g  an  
addition to the plan of doubtful shape (in fra ). O n  the 
east an d w est sides the b u ild in g  w a s bounded b y  stone  
d rains m uch destroyed, and this feature, together w ith the 
gen eral orientation o f the b u ild in g, su g g e sts  that it la y  
im m ediately to the east of a road w hich ran south w ard  
through the canabce  from  the south gate o f the fort.

T h e  absen ce o f p a rty  w alls in the centre of the area  
su g g e sts  that the b u ild in g m ay h ave been of the cou rt
y a rd  type, that is a n u m b er'o f room s on two, possibly, on 
all four, sides o f a  central and p ro b a b ly  unroofed area. 
T o  com plete such a  plan it Is, how ever, n ecessary to 
include the w all discovered in the m ak in g of the sun k  
path im m ediately to the south o f B en w ell P a rk  p ad d o ck  
(P late  X I V ,  cf. ig 2 6  R ep o rt, loc. c it.)  and destroyed  
between the clo sin g dow n of the w ork in 19 26  an d  the 
re-openin g in  19 2 7 . 1 It should, how ever, be noted that 
no cross w a lls  w ere found ru n n in g south from  the w all 
im m ediately w ithin the B en w ell P ark  paddock, but this 
wall w as not well preserved.

T h e  m ason ry w ork w as b y  no m eans p articu larly  go o d  
in style  (P la te  X V I ,  1). T h e  stones em p lo yed w ere on 
the w hole sm all— in the north w all three courses w ith one  
footin g course o n ly  m easured fifteen inches o ver a ll.  
T h e re  w as no eviden ce that the b u ild in g - had ever m ade  
a n y  claim s to architectural pretension.

W h ile  it  w as fa irly  obvious that not all the w alls



un co vered  were con tem porary, it is extrem ely difficult to 
be definite ab o u t the developm ent o f the p lan  o f the 
b u ild in g . It w ould seem  probable, how ever, that the 
three room s on the east side were a later addition . T h e  
south w a ll o f room  i w as not alig n ed  w ith or bonded  
into the m ain w all a lo n g  the B en w ell P a rk  b o u n d ary. 
S e c o n d ly , at the north-w est corner o f room 3  there  
ap p eared  to be obvious sig n s of reconstruction. T h e  
north w all o f room 3  w as not bonded into the north-east 
corn er o f room  4, an d  the north-east corner o f room 4  
itself presented several curious features. T h e  foundation s  
o f the north w all w ere not continued w ithout a  break under 
the slab  w h ich  supported the dressed stone, p ro b a b ly  
re-u sed, fo rm in g  the im m ediate external corner of room  4  
(P la te  X V I ,  2). U n d e r the centre of th is slab  there w as  
fo r about a  foot c la y  o n ly, and the fou ndation s then 
resum ed to continue under the north w all o f room  3 . * It 
w ill.b e  seen (P la te  X V I ,  2) that the east w all of room  4,
i .e .  the w est w all of room s i t 2 and 3 , continued across  
the line o f the foundations o f the north w all of room  3 .  
T h ir d ly , th is north-south w all w a s bonded into the three 
lo n g  east-w est w alls uncovered, w h ile  w ith the doubtful 
exception of the w all between room s 2 and 3  the p a rty  
w a lls  o f 1, 2 an d 3  were not bonded into the w est w all. 
O n  the w h ole, therefore, it w ould ap pear probable that 
room s 1, 2 an d  3  were at least not part o f the origin al la y 
out of the site, and p o ssib ly  w ere a  later addition to the 
b u ild in g  a s o rig in a lly  com pleted.

O u tsid e the b u ild in g, an d tw en ty-nin e feet from  the 
north-east corner, a  fu rn ace or fireplace had been built 
into the north w all, the u p righ t fla g  at the east end of 
the fu rn ace  restin g upon the fo o tin g of the w all w hile the 
rem ainder o f the structure w a s built upon c la y  (P late  
X V I I ,  1) . T w o  footin g courses an d one course of the 
o rig in a l w a ll of E  still'rem a in ed  as part of the south side  
of the fu rn ace. T h is  w a s tw o  feet h igh  and at the base  
tw o  feet w ide, but nine inches from  the base there w a s  
a  set-back of three inch es (P late  X V I I ,  2). T h e  north side



had a  sim ilar set-back, w as tw o feet five in ch es across the  
w idest part and w as bu ilt up of m ason ry sim ilar to that 
used in the w alls of the b u ild in g.

A s  to p lan  at the w est end the inside corners w ere  
rounded (P late  X V I I ,  2) an d the channel w as ten a n d  a  
half inches across. Im m ediately to the north there w a s  
som e rough m ason ry, m uch ruined, together w ith a  h e a v y  
burnt deposit, but these rem ains were so form less a s to 
prevent their bein g plan ned. A t  this point the stratifica
tion w as as follow s : —

H u m u s, one foot six  inches.
C la y , stones, tiles, etc., one foot.
B u rn t c la y , etc., fou r to five inches.
M ad e up c la y, one foot six  inch es.

It w ould ap pear p robable that the furn ace represents 
a later addition to the o rigin al b u ild in g, the north w all 
b ein g p artially  destroyed to allow  the new structure to be  
incorporated therein. W h e th e r the bu ild in g still con
tinued in use up to or after this addition is not know n, 
and the purpose of the furn ace itself is obscure. It Is, 
how ever, quite certain that it w as not connected w ith a  
h ypocaust system , at least w ithin the area excavated.

A t  the north-east a n gle  o f the bu ild in g there w ere som e  
destroyed m aso n ry rem ains o f doubtful sign ifican ce. T h e  ' 
foundations of the north w all of room 3 , th o u gh  here v e ry  
b a d ly  broken and ruined, appeared to continue eastw ard  
for about eigh t feet beyo n d  the east w all of the room , and  
then turn south to run parallel to that w all for a  few  feet. 
In so doing, how ever, th ey enclosed w hat appeared to be 
a ruined drain, traces of w hich were also found a t the south
east corner. T h is  drain ap pears to h ave at som e period  
run parallel to the east w all of the b u ild in g. F ro m  the 
site of this apparent drain and inside the a n gle  form ed b y  
the ruined m aso n ry w as recovered a  m ass o f pottery from  
c la y e y  m atter w hich had the ap pearan ce of b ein g  w ell 
w ater-w ashed (p age 68, c/. F ig .  9). T h e  pottery m a y  be 
ascribed to the first h alf o f the second cen tu ry, an d if



the d rain  w a s destroyed on the erection of the bu ild in g  
itself or of the extension to the origin al plan (su p ra ), the
po ttery w o u ld  date the destruction o f the one an d  the
erection of the other to before about 15 0  a . d .  Im m edi
ately  after the pottery had been recovered this, p art of the 
site w a s flooded to a  depth of about tw o feet, and rem ained  
so until the end of the season.

T h e re  is a  considerable am ount of eviden ce for ascrib
in g  the erection of the b u ild in g  to before the m iddle of the 
second cen tu ry. A p a rt  from  the deposit m ention ed'above, 
from  the c la y  fillin g o f the foundation trench of the north 
w all, im m ediately outside the north face of that w all, there 
cam e the fragm en ts o f decorated Sa m ia n  w are described  
on p a g e  64, N o . 8, together with the coarse pottery  
fragm en ts, p a g e  69, N o s. 1 7 - 1 9 .  In  the c la y  filling  
beneath, the destroyed floor of room 4  were sm all fragm en ts  
of E^r. 2 7 , and. the fragm en t of D r . 27 w ith the potter’s  
stam p, N o . 3 , p a g e  60, cam e from  the top of the c la y
fillin g  beneath the floor, likew ise rem oved, of room 5.
F in a lly  a  broken pavem ent o f stone fla gs w a s fou nd still 
rem ain in g in room  1, an d beneath the level o f this p a vin g  
w a s fou n d  a  fragm en t of the rim of a  m ortar of type  
W r o x .  9 4 =  7926 R e p o r t , F i g .  9, N o . 7 .

T h e- duration of the occupation of the b u ild in g  is 
un certain. T im e  m ust have elapsed to allow  for one or 
m ore addition s or even reconstructions, but pottery w hich  
could be described as late w as lack in g, an d alth ou gh  the 
top soil produced pottery in fair q uan tity there w as 
n o th in g to su g g e st that the bu ild in g w a s still in use in 
the fourth cen tu ry. A lth o u g h  allow ance m ust be m ade 
in this respect for later disturbance of the site, it m ust be 
said  that such  disturbance m igh t be expected to have  
added alien p o ttery to the top soil rather than to have  
destroyed a n y  sherds alread y present.

O f the purpose of the b u ild in g  little can be said. It 
certain ly p ro vid ed  no evidence that it w as or had been a  
bath-house. I f  the plan is to be com pleted after the court
y a rd  typ e  p o ssib ly  the b u ild in g w as a  civilian residence



— it produced a  blue g la ss  bead an d other 
ornam ents. A t  a n y  rate it m a y  sa fe ly  be 
represent the civil rather than the p u rely  
activities of the in h abitants, w hether soldiers or civilian s, 
of C o n d er cu m .

O f further b u ild in gs in the area to the south o f the  
fort no trace w as found. A  trial trench w a s run north
w ard from  E  th rough the m ounds w hich run from  east 
to west across B en w ell P a rk  paddock. A  little R om an  
pottery w as found, but no m ason ry rem ains. In  view  of 
the configuration of the surface this w as disap p oin tin g, 
but the sections cut m ade it certain that all th is area had  
been v e ry  gre a tly  disturbed an d  su g gested  that the 
m ounds them selves m ay w ell be the du m ps of m aterial 
from  coal w o rk in gs such as those in the g ro u n d s of 
Pen do w er, described b y  D r. B ru ce A r c h . A eL  ( II), v i, 
p age 2 2 0 .3 Tth e  results of the w ork of 19 2 7  in this part 
of the site g iv e  little reason for h o p in g that the area  
between the fort an d E  w ill ever produce m uch inform a
tion on the nature and gen eral lay-o u t of the canabce  of 

'C o n d er cu m . In  fact, had the process o f d u m p in g  
extended a  y a rd  or so farther south the best preserved  
part of E ,  the north-east corner, m ust h a v e  suffered even  
m ore severely than it has, and exam ination o f the 
b u ild in g  w ould h ave been alm ost hopeless.

I I I .  G en e r a l  C o n c l u s io n s :

W ith  two b u ild in gs now  excavated — the w ell-know n  
tem ple in the gro u n d s o f C on dercum  H o u se (P la te  
X I V )  an d E — it m ay be claim ed that the su b u rb s of 
C o n d ercu m  are as w ell known a s the sub urbs o f a n y  
R o m a n  fort in B ritain  and of the m ajo rity  on the 
C on tinen t. T h e  truth of this claim , how ever, testifies, 
not to the fulness of the evidence from  B en w ell, but to 
our most regrettable lack of k n o w led ge g en era lly  on this

2 I am indebted to Dr. F. W. Dendy for this reference.



m ost im portant side o f the R o m a n  occupation. I f  ever  
k n o w led ge is obtained of the relations between the m ilitary  
a n d  such local civilian  population a s  there m ay h ave been 
a n d  of the im m ediate interaction of R o m a n  m ilitary life 
a n d  a n y  local <( native M culture, it w ill be obtained from  
canabce.

A t  present, how ever, all that m a y  be said with  
certain ty is that in the su b u rbs o f C o n d ercu m  there w as  
erected before about 15 0  a . d .  a stone b u ild in g with no 
o b vio u s m ilitary characteristics or purpose. T h e  orienta
tion of the bu ild in g, together with the presence o f stone- 
bu ilt drains, certain ly at the west end and p o ssib ly  at the 
east, su g g e sts  that the canabce  of C o n d ercu m 'm a y  have  
been m ore or less re g u la rly  laid out. T h a t th ey were 
exten sive m a y  be inferred from  the distance from  the fort 
of the tw o b u ild in gs now  know n (P late  X I V ) .  W h ile  
there is n o th in g as yet to sh ow  that the w hole in terven in g  
area w as occupied w ith b u ild in g s ,3' an d indeed m ilitary  
needs m a y  h a ve  dem anded a clear space all round the 
fort, the gro u n d  occupied on the south an d  east of the fort 
w a s exten sive, w hile on the w est the fin d in g of a  g r e y 
w are ja r w ith co in s of the second cen tu ry4 su g g e sts  a  
fa ir ly  w ide extension o f the settlem ent In that direction  
also .

A s  reg ard s the fort itself, there still rem ains a com plete 
lack  o f eviden ce fo r an occupation of the site before the 
reign  of H a d ria n , an d no th in g has appeared to contradict 
the v e ry  little as yet know n o f the h isto ry of the W a ll  as  
a  w h ole. T h e  condition of the rem ains p ro vides little 
gro u n d s for h o p in g  , that the history o f C o n d ercu m  w ill 
ever be a n y th in g  like com p letely know n, an d tow ard s  
solution of the m an y e x istin g  acu tely con troversial m ural 
p roblem s help m ust be so u gh t on other and better 
preserved sites.

3 See pag-e 73 inf.
* Proceedings (Fourth Series), III, pagres i io - m .



I V ,  O b je c t s  D i s c o v e r e d .

(A ) Pottery  a n d  Glass .

(B ) Inscriptions .

(C ) Co ins .
(D ) M etal  O bjects.

(1) Potters’ marks on
(a) Samian Ware.
(£) Amphorae.
(c) Mortaria.

(2) Decorated Sam ian Ware.
(3) Plain Samian Ware.
(4) Miscellaneous Decorated

Wares. ,
(5) Coarse Pottery.
(6) Glass.

(1) Tiles.
(2) Graffiti.

Decorated. 
1

(A ) P ottery  a n d  G lass .

(1) P otters ’ marks.

(a) Samian Ware.

Fig*. 2. Dr. 37. The stamp of Mammilianus occurs 
as here in a label on the rim of decorated .bowls 
Dr. 37 from Carlisle, Corbridge, and London (G .P.O .). 
A stamp which .is read as either Mammillinus or 
Mammillianus occurs on a decorated bowl from 
Osterburken. Cf. C., xiii, 1250; 0. and P ., page 118  

pj 2 (Rheinzabern, Hadrian-Antonine).

2. F ig . 3. Dr. 37. For the complete stamp vide Knorr 
1Q05, X L V II, 23a. The stamp of Reginus occurs on 
Dr. 37 in the Guildhall'M useum (circ. scr.) and on a 
bowl of the same shape from Kingsholm e (Glouc. : 
retro).- A stamp apparently identical with the Ben
well example has been found at Brough, near Newark, 
also oh Dr. 37, and various forms occur on decorated 

■ bowls on the Lim es at. Canstatt,' Kongen, M arienfels,
big1* 3- (4) pfunz and Zugmantel. The same potter, or a potter 

of the same name, was also a most prolific producer of plain Sam ian 
(e.g. page 61, No. q). In Britain his stamp occurs on plain forms 
at Newstead (Dr. 3 1 '  and 33; associated with Cinnamus and 
Banoluccus) and at Chester, Chesters, Cirencester (Dr. 27, 18/31, 
31 and 33), 'Corbridge (Dr. 3 1 and 33}, Silchester (Dr. 18/31, 
31 and. 33), Wroxeter (Dr. 18/31, 3 1, 33; with Libertus,
Maternus and Perpetuus), etc. On the Lim es stamps of Reginus 
occur on numerous sites and at Osterburken on the Outer Lim es. 
Cf. C., xiii, 16 18. O', and P., page 60 et pass, dates Reginus to



the period Trajan-H adrian, but this hardly agrees with the 
evidence from Newstead and with the fact that, as Mr. Donald 
Atkinson informs me, pottery of Reginus was in use at Wroxeter 
ca. 1 60 A.D . If, therefore, the date Trajan-H adrian is correct, 
there probably was another or more than one other potter of the 
same name working under the Antonines.

Fig. 4. (i)

3. F ig . 4. Dr. 37. An illegible stamp in a raised label among 
the ornament. For the bird cf. page 64, 17 =  Plate X IX , No, 17.

Plain.
1. A D VO CjSIO  ? Dr. 33. A  Lezoux potter of the second century

whose stamp occurred at Wroxeter in the Gutter 
Find on Dr. 37,. and at Newstead on P Dr. 33. Further examples 
come from Carlisle (Dr. 37 and 38/44), Chesters, Cirencester, 
(Dr. 3 1 , 33. and ? 70), Corbridge (Dr. 31 and 33), Richborough, 
Silchester (Dr. 37, 79/ 33 and ? 51), S. Shields, etc.t and from 
various places in France (C., xiii, 43). Cf. O. and P ., page 61 
(Hadrian-Antonine).

2. /  Dr. 3 : with roulette. ? Aeternus, a potter o f Lezoux
whose stamp occurred in the Wroxeter Gutter Find 

*  (Dr. 31) and at Carlisle (Dr, 31), Corbridge (Dr. 31 
and 33), ? Silchester (Dr. 33) and in Fran ce ' (C., xiii, 52).

V* D r* 27 ’ from room 5* clay filling. The die has
slipped, g iving  a partially doubled impression. This

'  potter, the form of whose name is uncertain but
appears to be either Bica, B iga  or Bical . . . occurred at
Wroxeter on Dr. 27 in a deposit mostly 100-150 A.D . (Wrox. 1913),
and on Dr. 33 from a deposit dateable mostly to the late first
and . early second century (Wrox. 1914)- Various forms of his
stamps occur also at Bitterne (Hants; sixteen times), Carlisle 
(Dr. 3 1), Chesters (Dr, 27), Cirencester (Dr. 18/31), Corbridge
(with the stamp N I C E P H O R F ) ,  Silchester (Dr. 27, 31 and 33), 
and York (Dr. 27). On the L im es the same stamp broken in the 
same place occurs at Echzell (Dr. 18/31), and variants at Fried- 
berg, Markobel, Oberflorstadt (? Dr. 27) and at Rottenburg 
(Knorr 1910, X X I, 7). Cf. C., xiii, 293, and 0. and P., page 59 
(T  raj an-Hadrian).

4.  C A V P I R I A M  Dr. 3 1. The latter part of the. same stamp
occurred on another fragmient likewise of Dr. 31,



Stamps of Caupira, Caupirius, Caupirra or Caupirrius have been 
found at Chesters (Dr. 3 1), Cirencester (Dr. 33), Corbridge 
(Dr. 31 and 33) and Silchester (Dr. 3 1) , though in no case is 
the form the same as that of the Benwell stamp, of which the 
reading is clear. Cf. ,C .y vii, 272 -O . and P ., page 217 (B .M ., 
Dr. 45, C A V P I R I V  F E C I ) ,  and C., xiii, 504.

5. 1CTIIM A  Dr. 33. A  stamp found at Cirencester in 1Q22 on
Dr. 33 is read by Mr. R. G. Collingwood with some

doubt as IC TIIM A  (J .R .S .t xi, page 208). A  very sim ilar stamp 
ât Cirencester and York (both Dr. 33) is read by Mr. Donald 
Atkinson as IC T T IM A . Nothing further appears to be known 
of this potter, and even his name is uncertain.

6. M rI  ^ r * 33* stamP of Malliacus was found at
Balm uildy (Dr. 33), and at Alfoldean, Chesters
(Dr. 33), Cirencester (Dr. 18/31), Corbridge (Dr. 33), 

Silchester (Dr. 33), ? S. Shields, and Wroxeter (Dr. 31) in Britain, 
on the Lim es at Heddesdorf (plate) and Gnotzheim (? Dr. 33), and 
in France (C\, xiii, 1247). 0. and P ., page 205, ascribes him to
Lezoux, and elsewhere. (Balmuildy, page 71) he is stated to be 
? Central Gaulish.

7. Q VIN TIM  Dr. 33. Vide tgs6 Report, page 166, No. 10.

8. fcfG/VLJSf? ^ r * 3* r°ulette and X  scratched on the bottom
inside the foot rim. R egalis worked at Rheinza- 

bern, and his pottery has been found there together with a coin 
of Antoninus Pius (Ludowici I II , 154, 69)'. In Britain his stamp 
occurs at Newstead (Dr. 3 1), and at Carlisle (Dr. 3 1), Colchester, 
Corbridge, Ribchester (Dr. 3 1) , Richborough, Silchester (Dr. 33 
and ? 79), and Wroxeter (Dr. 27 or 33). is
reported to have come from Benwell in the course of the last
century. On the Lim es stamps of Regalis have been found at
Buch, Cannstatt, Faim ingen, Gross-Krotzenburg, Heddernheim, 
Lorch (Dr. 33), Pfunz (plate, in a grave together with a coin of
Faustina Senior), Stockstadt, Worth and Zugmantel, and on the
Outer Lim es at Walldurn, Welzheim and ? Miltenberg. Cf. C .t 
xiii, 1616; 0. and P ., pages 37 and 63 (Hadrian-Antonine). (

9. R EG IN I OF* Dr. 33. Vide page 59, stamps on decorated bowls,
No. 2.

10. T +  O FFlC  Dr. 33. The Lezoux potter Titus (0. and P .,
page 200) not the L a  Graufesenque potter of 

sim ilar name (Deck., I, page 301 et f>ass). The same stamp 
occurred at Newstead (Dr. 33) and also at Chester (Dr. *33), Ciren
cester (Dr. 33), Corbridge (Dr. 80), and Wroxeter (Dr. 33). 
T IT IM / with a leaf preceding was found at a low level (? 80-120 
A . D . )  at Wroxeter in 1913, and various other forms of the name 
occur in Britain at Corbridge (Dr. 31 and 80) and Silchester (Dr. 
3 1) , and on the Lim es at Pfiinz (Dr. 31 with roulette). Cf. C .t 
xiii, 1918 a4, e, /.



Incomplete, uncertain and illegible stamps included R E C /  on 
P .P .R .3  ( =  O. and P., L V III, 8), MAL /  on Dr. 33, /skVSFi 
on Dr. 33, two illegible stamps on Dr. 31 and one on Dr. 38, 
and four incomplete stamps on Dr. 31.

(b) Amfhorce.

fTZD

_ it m 11 Ti n rn
(pnTTan m,Mii

Fig-, 5. Potters’ Marks, 1 on Amphora, 2-5 on Mortaria. (^)

Fig*. 5. 1. On the handle of an amphora of brown ware.
There was- also found an illegible stamp, perhaps beginning 

BOI . . '. in a label on the handle of an amphora of red ware 
with white wash, while a fragment consisting of the neck 
(external diameter 7 inches, internal 4 inches) and two handles bore

on one handle
H u m

page 167, F ig . 6, A , 2).

and on the other A 2 
ITT

(cf.1926 Re fort,

(r) Mortaria,

F ig . 5, 2. On the mortar illustrated F ig . 8, 1 ( =  page 67, No. 1). 
The first half of the stamp is worn away.

Fig- 5, 3. On the mortar illustrated F ig . 8, 2 {= p ag e  68, 
No. 2). Cf. Curie, page 266, F ig . 35, No. 29.

F ig . 5, 4. On the mortar illustrated Fig . 8, 5 (= p a ge  68, 
No. 5). .

Fig**. 5, 5- .On a fragm ent of rim of a mortar of pipe clay. 
No other record of the stamp of Similis has been found,. though 
a very similar stamp from Balmuildy is read ? E N I L L I  retr. (Bal- 
muildy, X L , 16; cf. page 78)..



(2) DECORATED SAMIAN WARE.

The numbers correspond to the numbering' of Plates X V III , X IX  
and X X , 1.

1 and 2 are fragm ents of Dr. 30. There were in addition 
portions of the bases of two or three bowls of the same shape, 
while F ig . 6 gives a restoration from three fragm ents of a bowl of

1   <
t________

Fig. 6. *(J)

sim ilar shape ornamented with roulette ( 0 . and Pi, pages 221 seq.). 
1 is in free style and m ay be attributed either to Paternus or to 
Albucianus; ovolos and tongues above a line of dots {0. and P ., 
X X X , 90) with ornament, in free style, consisting of a lion devour
ing an indeterminate animal -(cf. Deck. 778), with below a bear 
{Deck. 807) devouring ? a  bone, and grass ornaments in field; 
glaze very, good, but impressions somewhat blurred. 2 is a small 
fragment of the top part of the ornament; ovolos and tongues 
above a blurred line P of beads (Knorr 1921, V II, 1) with animal 
(? goat; ib.) in demi-medallion.

The rem aining fragm ents are all of bowls, Dr. 37.
3. Small fragm ent with vine leaf and a small cluster of grapes 

on ? rinceau. Gaulish, style of Satto (cf. Folser, Plates IV  
and V).. (Wall period iA ).

4. Large fragm ent of the lower part of a bowl ornamented with 
interlaced serrated demi-medallions with ro.settes between above a 
row of lions running right and rabbits running left with rosettes 
above and below. All these ornaments appear on fragm ents from 
Zugmantel (O .R.L., xxxii, Plate X X II , 3, 12 and 16) ascribed to 
Toccius, who worked either in Central Gaul, Heiligenberg or 
Rheinzabern 120-140 A.D. (op. cit., page 1x6). (Wall iA .) A  small 
fragm ent, not illustrated, of the same bowl also has a small dog 
(ib., Plate X X II, 16 right) below an animal only partially 
preserved.



5. Fragm ent of a bowl decorated in demi-metopes divided by 
lines of dots with corner tendrils and S-scrolls as 1926 Report, 
Plate X X X IV , 8, with rabbit as Knorr 1905, X X V II, 1, but facing 
right, in lower right hand demi-metope. ? Hadrianic.

6. Fragm ent of the lower part of side with wreath of double
leaves (Folzer, Plate II I , 3, etc,) E . Gaulish.

7. Fragm ent of the lower part of side with wreath of triple
leaves (cf. Knorr 1905, X I, 6). S. Gaulish.

Nos. 8-29 are from bowls all probably from Lezoux.
8. L arge  fragm ent of a bowl found in clay filling outside the 

north wall of E  (page 56). Beneath ovolos and tongues above a 
line of dots ornament of metopes divided by lines of dots joining 
in rings and rouleaux (Deck. m i ) .  Above, demi-metope with 
cock (Dech. 1025, but with two legs) in demi-medallion; below, 
an animal in a demi-metope. R ight, metope with upright 
ornament (Deck. 1 1 15  without base) topped by double leaf 
scroll. Another fragm ent of the same bowl has a  demi-medallion 
containing the same cock but facing right {Knorr 1905, 
V I II , 1 ).

9. Sm all fragm ent, orange in colour, with kneeling Cupid 
{Dech, 255) within a two-ringed medallion in a panel bounded 
by lines of reels. To left a small double ring.

10. L arge  square ovolos with tongues attached on right and 
ending in a knob to left above a straight line. Ornament of 
metopes divided by lines of dots. Left, two-ringed medallion 
containing Venus {Dech. 184), and in top right corner of metope 
? a blurred leaf. R ight, draped female figure on a pedestal.

1 1 .  F igure  seated right {cf. Dech. 363).
12. Sm all fragm ent with Cupid {Deck. 254) between two grass 

ornaments in field.
13. Square ovolos with short tongues on right ending in knob 

to right above a  line of dots. Cupid {Dech., 261) within a. two- 
ringed medallion.

14. A  burnt fragm ent with square ovolos and dotted tongues 
free on right, ending in knob to left above a line of dots. Cupid 
{Deck. 265)' with small rouleau to left.

15. 16 and 17 are probably all from one bowl in the style of 
Cinnamus (cf. 1926 Report, Plate X X X IV , 5 and 6; ib., page 17 1 , 
No. 6). All three pieces have large square ovolos with corded 
tongues on righ t ending in knob to left (cf. 0. and P ., X X X , 92 
and 93). The ornament consists of a rinceau with scroll binding 
as Knorr 19 12 , X X X , 8, and Curie, page 225, 7, with sycamore 
leaf above and below (Curie loc. cit.), together with a small 
angular leaf (Curie ib., 3) below the rinceau on one side of the 
larger leaf and a ring on the other side, while above the rinceau 
to left of the larger leaf there is a smaller leaf of sim ilar shape 
(cf. Curie, page 223, 5). The leaf above the rinceau on
fragm ent 16 is Dech. 1168, while the birds are found on Curie, 
page 225, 7. ' _

Of the three pieces com prising 15 the top right-hand piece 
has been burnt black after the bowl was broken. A  very worn 
fragm ent in the same style (not illustrated) may belong to the 
same bowl.

18. Fragm ent with ornament in metopes and demi-metopes



EXCAVATIONS AT BENW ELL / § 0

f f l
divided by lines of dots joining1 in large dots. Left, 
rings; right, demi-metope with male figure (Dech. 4 0 3 ) f e l  

19 and 20 may belong to the same bowl. 19 is a small fr^g
'J 1 "  '• ih uin free style with a “  serpent rampant upon a r o c k ”  (Detrfg^ 

bis) over ? a lioness (Dech, 793). 20 is divided into metopes by
lines of beads ending in a large dot. Left, a-free style bear hunt, 
including fore-quarters of a  horse (? Deck. 156), two bears (Dech. 
809 above, below Dech. 820), and possibly a  third (cf. Dech. 810), 
with part of a human figure on the extreme left, dogs, small 
torsade (cf. Dech. nog), etc. R ight, metope with caryatid (? Deck. 
657) on a double base.

21. Fragm ent of a shallow bowl with metope containing the 
infant Hercules stran g lin g . the snakes (Deck. 464, but' with a 
ring and ? 3. rouleau in place” of the small Cupid) standing on 
an indeterminate object. The m argin of the metope ends at the 
top in a rouleau.

22. Fragm ent of an orange colour. To right of a line of 
“  beads and reels ”  a two-ringed medallion containing a Pan
(Dech. 424). . . •

23. Metope bounded by lines of beads and containing P Diana 
seated on a rock (Dech. 68).

24. Fragm ent with qvolos and tongues as 0. and P X X X , 90, 
but with knob to left of tongue. To left of a three-leafed ornament 
a bird as on fragm ent 16 perched upon ? a double medallion.

25. Ovolos with straight tongues free between, each pair of 
ovolos with wavy' line below. On left a  demi-medallion with tail 
of dolphin (Dech. 33); Another piece of this same fragm ent (not 
illustrated) has a metope containing Minerva (Dech. 77).

26. Ovolos with corded tongue to right ending in dot above a 
line of dots. Festoon of notched double demi-medallions (cf.
Curie, page 217, 9).' 1

27.' Metopes divided by lines of dots ending in rosettes of seven. 
Left, ?■ warrior (Dech. 140). * Centre, nude male figure (Dech. 
402) with rouleaux in held below and part of another human
figure.

28. Fragm ent in free style and of orange colour. Beneath
traces of human figures a stag running right .(Dech. 860, but
larger).

29. Fragm ent of the lower part of the ornament of a bowl 
decorated in metopes divided by lines of dots. Left, S-shaped 
godroons with horizontal ornament below. R ight, large medallion 
with horizontal ornament below ending in triple leaf.

30-34 are German in origin.
30. A leaf on a long stem (.Folzer, Plate X V II, ,4) between two 

human figures, that on the right probably a Venus.
31. Beneath a wavy line with small rosette of ten an ornament

as Folzer, V II, 53, above ? a scroll as ib., X X V , 103, but serrated.
Orange colour, poor glaze.

32. Left, a vase upon a pedestal (.cf. Fdlzery X V , 13). Centre, 
female bust (ib., X X , 26) .with leaf (ib., X X X III , 9) below. 
R ight, ? bird on tripod (ib., X X X , 690).

33* Metopes bounded by lines of dots.. Left, figure beside a 
vase upon a pedestal. Right, ? ‘ tail of a dolphin. This fragment 
may perhaps be ascribed to Lezoux. . .

E



34. Fragm ent of top of a bowl. Ovolos with straight tongues 
ending in dot stamped over the left edge of the ovolos (Knorr 
1905, X X V I, 9) above a line of beads. The only portion of the 
ornament rem aining is a leaf upon a stem (ib., 4).

About twenty more bowls were represented by small fragments, 
mostly Antonine in date and of Lezoux origin.

Fig. 7. (£)
F ig . 7 illustrates a small fragm ent of a bowl Dr. 37 with a scroll 

in place of ovolos and tongues (cf. O. and P ., X X X , 114 ; Folzer, 
I, 20).

(3) P L A I N  S A M I A N  W A R E .

As usual the commonest shape in plain Samian was Dr. 3 1, 
of which there were about fifty examples, including eighteen with 
a band ofgoulette inside the base. Dr. 33 was the next commonest, 
there being about twenty examples. Dr. 45 was represented by 
approximately eight examples, Dr. 27 by five, Dr. 79 by four, 
Curie 15 by three, Dr. 38 by two, Dr. 43 by ? one, Curie 1 1  with
out barbotine by one, and ? Dr. 35/36 without barbotine by one, 
while there were fragm ents of two globular vases. A fragment 
of brown ware with poor glaze appeared to belong-to, a dish of 
type Ludowici To =  0 . and P .,  Plate L X IX , 4.

(4) M I S C E L L A N E O U S  D E C O R A T E D  W A R E S .

Plate X X I illustrates a  selection of the various types of 
miscellaneous decorated wares which occurred. 1-3 are decorated 
with roulette ornamentation, 1 light grey, 2 and 3 white clay with 
brown slip. 4 is a fragm ent of a white clay indented vase with 
dark slip and pattern of raised ribs, 5 of a buff clay indented 
rough-cast vase with light brown coating. 6-9 are from variously 
coloured vases with raised scale ornament, 10 a neck with three 
mouths from a white clay ju g  with brown slip. 11- 15  are frag
ments of Caistor ware vases, 14 and 15 with dogs as part of the 
ornament. 16 is of buff clay with dark brown wash and a band 
of light brown. In  ,addition to the vasei illustrated, F ig . 9, 
No. 16 there were fragm ents of one or two vases of similar type 
(not illustrated) with pattern in raised dots but of a darker grey.



(5) COARSE WARES.

The coarse pottery generally was as in 1926 representative of 
all the Wall periods, but as has been already noted (page 56) no 
late pottery was associated with E . Allowing for the difference 
in quantity more was found stratified in 1927 than in 1926. A 
few m ortaria not stratified are illustrated (Fig. 8), but the bulk 
of the rem aining coarse wares illustrated (F igs. 9 and 10) was 
definitely stratified.

(a) Mortaria.

Of Wrox. 190 there were two examples in pipe clay, one with 
three reedings on the rim, the other with light reeding and six 
grooves. A very chipped fragm ent of .sandy light brown clay 
belonged to the type Wrox. 222. Two mortaria resembled 
examples from Ambleside, one of'sand y red clay with brown sur
face and mixed grit {Amhleside 1914, 23 =  7? ,!^ ., 4), while the 
other, of sandy brownish yellow clay, was sim ilar to though not 
identical with Amblesid'e 1914, 19. ■ , -

To the examples illustrated IQ26 Re fo rt , page 176, F ig . 9, there 
were the following p aralle ls : 1926, 3-6, one of red clay with yellow- 
brown wash; 1926, 7, one of buff clay and a second and larger 
example of yellow brown clay; 1926, 1 1 ,  one yellow sandy; 1926, 
14-15, two sm a ll, examples o f pipe clay of which one had brown' 
paint on flange; 1926, 23, one of yellow clay. Two mortaria, one 
of < sandy yellow clay and the other and smaller buff with large grits, 
resem bled-1926, 8, but th e ‘rims were slightly undercut.

The numbering of the following examples corresponds to the 
num bering of F ig . 8.

F ig, 8, Mortaria Sections. ($)

1. Dirty cream clay with cream wash and stamp No. 2, F ig . 5.



Diameter5 8 inches. C f. Balmuildy, X L I , 12; 1926 Report, 
F ig . 9, 9.

2. Red clay, cream wash, large grits. Diameter 7^ inches. 
Stamp No. 3, F ig . 5. Cf. Wrox. 62.

3. Pink clay, cream wash. Diameter 6J inches. Cf. 1926 
Report, F ig . g, 3.

4. Small fragment of pipe clay. Diameter ? 8 inches.
5. Reddish brown clay, yellow wash, large red and white grits. 

Diameter 10 inches. Stamp No. 4, F ig . 5. Cf. Wrox. 190 seq.
6. Pipe clay, grey grit, two grooves on rim. Diameter i6|  

inches. Cf. 1926 Report, F ig . g, 24.
7. Pipe clay, pink and white grit, one groove on rim. Diameter 

ii£  inches. Cf. 1926 Report, F ig . 9, 22

(J) Miscellaneous Coarse Wares.

The numbers correspond to the numbering of F ig s. g and 10. 
1-16  (Fig. 9) comprised the deposit found ? in a destroyed

drain at the north-east corner of E  (page 55). In addition there 
were fragments of two or three dishes of the type Corb. 71, but 
with slightly shorter flanges, all of coarse sandy grey ware with 
dark surface and lattice. As a whole the group m ay be assigned 
to the earlier part of the occupation of Benwell— say before circa. 
1 5 0  A.D.

5 In all cases here and on pages 69-71* the internal diameter 
is given. The measurements can, of course, only be approximately 
correct.



1 is a large jar or ju g, of which about one half providing the 
complete profile has been restored from fragments, of hard light 
grey ware with traces of brown paint between the cordon at the 
foot of the straight neck and the shoulder groove. 2 and 3 are 
one-handled jug necks, 2 of pink clay with white wash, 3 of red 
clay with white wash. 4 is the neck of a two-handled ju g  of 
brown clay.

5-8 are cooking pots, 5 of hard sandy clay, dark grey with 
black polished surface, wavy line on neck and lattice (diameter 
4£ inches), 6 (diameter 6 inches) sandy dark grey very similar 
to 1 but with slightly longer and more upright neck (cf. Slack, 
1 and 2). 7 (diameter 7 inches) has sand and grit embedded in
its somewhat lighter grey clay and lattice on side (cf. Slack, 4). 
8 (diameter 5$ inches) is of very dark grey clay containing grit, 
and with black polished outer surface and lattice (cf. Slack, 3 and 
5, and P .B ., III, 22).

9-12 are grey ware jars, 9 (diameter 4^ inches) of coarse grey 
clay light in section and almost of cooking pot fabric (cf. Slack, 
8-12), 10 (diameter 4$ inches) a small fragment similar in fabric 
and shape to g but with a lighter grey surface, 11 (diameter 
Svinches) of light grey ware (cf. Slack, 25), 12 (diameter 4i-inches) 
also of light grey (cf. Slack, 35).

13 (diameter 3 !  inches) is a beaker of fine very light grey 
slightly sandy clay (cf. Slack, 60; Balmuildy, Plate X L V I, 6, 
and more remotely P .B ., III, 28). v

14 is a very dark grey sandy ju g  (diameter 5 inchds).
15 is of light yellowish-brown soft pitted clay with the appear

ance of an oatmeal biscuit (diameter inches).'
16, restored from fragments, is a vase of fine J ig h t  grey ware 

(“  Upchurch ”  ware) with pattern in raised dots in alternate 
oblongs and superimposed diamonds. Vide Wrox. 1913, page 50, 
and cf. P .B ., III, 25, Corb. 73, and May, Pottery found at 
Silchester, Plate L X X II, 172.

. 17-34 illustrated in F ig . 10. . *
17-19 were found together with the fragment of decorated 

Samian ware, No. 8, page 64. 17 is of coarse dark grey clay
very similar to cooking pot fabric (diameter 4 inches), 18 (diameter 
4$ inches) of good light grey fabric, 19 (diameter 4 inches) is a 
“  beaker ”  of rough brownish clay with lattice on side. In 
addition to these fragments there were also a light grey sandy
dish with lattice on side (cf. Ambleside 1914', 21, 6), a dark grey
dish (Corb. 81) and a cooking pot (Corb. 46).

20-21 were in the clay filling between the early wall in B, room 
8 (page 50) and thef southern party wall of that room together 
with a small fragment of a grey ware dish somewhat similar to 
Corb. 82. 20 is a cooking pot with black polished surface and
lattice (diameter 4I inches), 21 a light grey sandy jar (diameter 
4£ inches).

22-29 came from the clay filling in B, room 8 (page 50). 22
and 23 are necks of one-handled jugs, 22 of buff clay with cream 
wash, 23 of pink clay with thick cream wash. 24 and 25 are 
dishes, 24 of black cooking pot fabric with polished surface and 
lattice (diameter 8 inches), 25 with dark grey outside and light 
interior (diameter 6 inches). 26 is a cooking pot of sandy grey





clay with black polished surface and lattice (diameter 4 inches), 
27 a small rather globular dark grey jar, ? with lattice (diameter 
2% inches), 28 a grey ware “  beaker ”  (diameter 2§ inches). 29 
is a very broken ju g  neck of red ware with cream wash.

30-34 were not stratified.
30-33 are miscellaneous grey ware jars, 30 light grey with 

pattern of incised lines between cordon at bottom of neck and
groove on shoulder thus (diameter inches), 3 1 (diameter
6 inches) rough sandy grey with groove on shoulder, 32 (diameter 
5$ inches) grey sandy overbaked, 33 sandy with wavy line incised 
between grooves on the lower half of the neck (diameter 9 inches).

34 is a ? “  ju g  99 of light grey ware with cordon on neck just
below the turned-down rim  and two grooves below (diameter
7^ inches).

In addition to the coarse pottery described above there was 
a large amount all of which has been sorted and catalogued, but 
as there was nothing to differentiate it from the pottery found in 
1926 and indeed from the pottery found on any Wall site it has 
not been considered necessary to publish details here, the more 
especially as none of it was stratified, and sim ilar examples of 
every type have been published elsewhere.

(6) GLASS..

Bottle glass was fairly common, about half a dozen vessels 
being represented by fragments. There was also a  small fragm ent 
of a flagon with reeded handle on the upper part of a narrow 
neck. What appeared to be a small lump of molten glass together 
with a fragm ent of run lead was found among masonry debris in 
B, room 9.

(B ) Inscriptions .

(1) tile s .

There was again a complete lack of inscribed stones. Plate 
X X , 2, right, may be part of a small altar, but if it is so and not 
merely a small pillar, it belongs to a class which is frequently 
found uninscribed, and certainly itself bears no trace of any 
inscription. It lay among the upper masonry debris in B, 
room 9, together with a slab having a heavy and clumsy moulding 
at one edge! (Plate X X , 2, left). Plate X X , 2, centre, appears to 
have served as a door socket.

Three more tiles were recovered from the hypocaust chamber 
in A, all bearing the stamp of ala prima Asturum (1926 Report, 
Plate X X X V III, 1, b.).

(2) G R A F F I T I .

On the foot rim of the base of a Dr. 31 bearing the potters' 
m ark No. 2, page 60, CA\II was rather deeply cut. An H occurred



on a rim fragm ent of a dark grey dish. A  fragment of an

am phora bore deep cut m ark in g s s ix  inches across thus

while the base o f  a sm all ja r , smooth black and h igh ly  
polished, had very  sim ilar m ark in g s one and a h alf inches across

t h u s ^ S s .  Vids page 61, No. 8.

(C) C o in s .

1. S e s t e r t iv s  o f T itu s, illegib le.
2. ? A s, of D om itian, m uch corroded, found with Nos. 3 

and 6 in top debris in B , room 9.
Obv. ? Laureate head, [ d o m i t . A ] v g  g e [ r m  etc.
Rev. Illegible.

3. S e s t e r t iv s  of Nerva, corroded and illegib le.
4. S e s t e r t iv s  ? of Nerva, corroded and illegible.
5. S e s t e r t iv s  of Trajan, found in B , room 9, south-east corner,

in low debris.
Obv. Illegible.
Rev. ? Fortuna.

6. S e s t e r t iv s  o f A ntoninus P ius.
Obv. A N T O N I N  V S  A V G .  P I  V S  P . P .

Rev. Draped female figure, attributes indeterminable.
7. A s o r D v p o n d iv s  o f  F a u stin a  Senior.

Obv. d i v a [ f a v s t i n a .

Rev. AETEr n [ it a s ] with figure, and S'. C. in field. Cohen, 
2g seq.

There were also five completely unidentifiable coins, probably all 
asses, and a halfpenny o f William III.

(D) M e t a l  Ob je c t s .

Iron objects were common, but none were particularly note
worthy, save the hook, Plate X X II, 1, No. ,1, which, if it is Roman, 
may be the hook for suspending a steelyard arm (1Q26 Refort, 
page 189). Plate X X II, 1 , Nos. 2-15 represent the better preserved 
of the numerous bronze objects found. 2 is a* chape, ,3 a spoon with 
very short handle (bowl broken at both sides), 4 and 5 small studs, 
4 with patterned head, 7 may be a knife-handle, 8 is half of a 
handle with split pin for fastening, e.g. into the side of a small 
box, 9 a strap terminal, 10 a badly preserved fibula (a small 

’ knee-shaped fibula was also found in two fragments, but is not 
illustrated), 11  possibly a key top, 12 a boss, while an object 
identical with 14 and found at Stockstadt (O.R.L. , xxxiii, Plate V II, 
30, cf. O.R.L. , xxxii, page 93, Fig . 13) is stated to be the placque 
by which a handle is fitted on to a bucket [%imerattache).

The most interesting bronze object, however, is the small head 
illustrated Plate X X II, 2. The head is female, and'the details of the 
hairdressing are noteworthy. On the top of the head is a pair 
of leaves which may have suffered the loss of some part at the



stem end. It is possible that the stems of these leaves originally 
continued upward to join and form a loop, the head having served 
as a steelyard weight (cf. Reinach, Repertoire de Statuaire 
Grecque et Romaine, Vol. IV , pages 272-4), but there is no reason 
to believe that the head may not have belonged to a statuette. 
If the latter is correct, the personage represented, probably a 
deity, is doubtful. In Reinach, op. cit., Pomona (I, page 221), 
D iana (e.g. I, page 302), Fortune {e.g. II , page 262), Victory 
(e.g. II, page 395), Hypnos (II, 488), and many male heads all 
have a: sim ilar head-dress as an attribute, but there is nothing 
further to identify the Benwell head. I t ; is, however, obviously 
not of “  British ”  workmanship, and the conception is entirely 
classical.

V .  E x p l o r a t o r y  W o r k  in  M a r c h ,  19 28 .

O n M arch  27th , 28th an d  29th exp lorato ry tren ch in g6 
w as carried out in C on dercum  H o u se paddock South of 
the fort and east o f the b u ild in g E  (P la te  X I V ) .  T h re e  
trenches each about tw en ty ya rd s lo n g  w ere d u g  en  ec h e lo n  

across the paddock from  the stable (P la te  X I V ,  bottom  
righ t) to the point w here the boundaries of C on dercu m  
H o u se an d  B enw ell P a rk  an d of the P en d o w er estate m eet/ 
T h o u g h  a  few  fragm en ts o f w orked stone w ere fou n d  ho 
m ason ry occurred in  s itu . T h e  m ore w esterly o f the tw o  
north-south ditches discovered in 19 26  (19 2 6  R ep o rt, p a g e  
16 1)  w as found con tin u in g dow n the paddock ro u g h ly  
parallel w ith the w est b o u n d ary w all. C o n sid e rin g  the 
close p ro xim ity  of a  R o m a n  site the scarcity  even of 
pottery w as m ost noticeable, on ly h alf-a-dozen sherds  
occurrin g, in clu d in g part o f the base of a  D r . 3 3  w ith  
the stam p AMMI .7

T h e  conclusion to be draw n from  these results ap p ears  
to be that the canabce  did not extend d irectly eastw ard s  
from  E  (P la te  X I V ) .  D rain a g e  w ork in connection w ith  
the b u ild in g schem e on the P en d o w er estate, how ever, 
brought to ligh t rem ains of a  b u ild in g associated w ith

6 Thanks are due to the tenant, Mr. John L . Dalkin, for readily 
agreeing to the execution of this work, as well as to the land
owner, Alderman J .  F . Weidner.

7 Stamps of Ammius are recorded from Cirencester (Dr. 33) 
and South Shields (Dr. 3 1) , Echzell, Pfunz^ Saalburg, Zugmantel, 
etc. Cf. C., xiii, 110  and i n ;  O. and P., page 194.



R o m a n  p o tte ry8 south of E  an d tw en ty-five y a rd s from  the 
southern b o u n d a ry  o f B en w ell P a rk  p addock (P la te  X I V ) . 9 
It w o u ld  therefore ap pear that on th is side of the fort 
th e su b u rb s extended dow n rather than a lo n g  the hill, 
an d that the tem ple in the gro u n d s of C on dercum  H ou se  
w a s either in com p arative isolation or else associated with  
b u ild in g s10 related to a  road ru n n in g  eastw ards either from  
the m ain east gate  of the fort or, p erhaps m ore p ro b ab ly, 
from  a p ostern .

V I .  Appendix.
Report on the Organic Remains, 1926-7, by Professor A. Meek of Armstrong College, Newcastle upon Tyne.

T h e  anim al rem ains re p re se n t:

1 .  O x , B o s  taurus  v a r. lo n g if r o n s ; m an y parts and
teeth.2. P i g .  S w s sc ro fa ;  teeth.

3 .  S h e e p . O v is  a r ie s ;  several bones.
4 ;  D e e r ; several antlers an d p arts of antlers.
5 .  D u c k — tarso-m etatarsus.
6 . S h e lls ;  O y s te r : interesting as a ga in  b ein g of the

southern t y p e ; com m on m arine bait m ussel, 
M y t ilu s ; H e lix  a s p e r s a : lo ca lly  a b u n d a n t;
M a rg a rtifera — b iva lve  b elo n gin g  to the U n io n id ce  

from  the river.

8 The pottery included a Dr. 33 with stamp /aAAAAA, Dr. 27 
with^ stamp PA/ ,  fragments of Dr. 37 in free style, amphorae, 
cooking'-pot ware, etc. \

9 The exact spot was in the roadway in front of the fifth house 
from the east end of the top (most northerly) row at the north
east corner of the estate.

10 There' is reason to* believe that remains of such buildings’ were 
found contemporaneously with the discovery of the temple.



EXCAVATIONS AT BENWELL (CONDER.CVM)
1926- 27 .

K E Y

HOMAN 
Korn on M asonry  

Homan Ditches J7IIM 

Conjectural Continuation of 

Via IU

MODEHN / ^  . .
Modern L) €i il
Modern WolU / /

B a s e d  u p o n  t h e  O r d n a n c e  Su r v e y  M a p , w it h  t h e  s a n c t io n  

o f  t h e  Co n t r o l l e r  o f  H . M .  St a t io n e r y  O f f ic e .







2 .  E ,  N o r t h  W a l l , a n d  N o r t h - E a s t  C o r n e r  ( E x t e r i o r ) 

o f  R o o m  4 .





D e c o r a t  Hi) S a m i a n  W a r e  ( J ) .



D e c o r a t e d  S a m i a n  W a r e  ( J ) .



2 .  D r e s s e d  S t o n e .



M i s c e l l a n e o u s  D e c o r a t e d  W a r e s  (J).



1. M i s c e l l a n e o u s  O b j e c t s  

o f  M e t a l  (J).
2. B r o n z e  H e a d  (f).


