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[R e a d  on Sep tem b er 30th , 1 9 2 5 .]

In order to realize the im portance o f the chu rch  of 
M itfo rd  as b ein g  a  p ecu liarly  'fine and interesting exam p le  
p f the architecture o f the tw elfth centu ry, o f the p h ase so 
characteristic of the “  B o rd er C o u n tr y ,”  it is desirable to  
'consider for a  m om ent the history of the m anor an d  the 
position and character of its earlier lords.

W illia m  B ertram , a  N o rm a n  k n ig h t o f w hose o rigin  
nothing is know n, m arried (tem p . H e n ry  I) H a w ise, 
daughter of G u y  de B a l io l , , lord of B arn a rd  C astle  and  
of m an y other northern m anors. . H e  p ro b a b ly  received  
M itford  and other lands and m anors in N o rthu m berlan d  
a s her m arriage portion. M itfo rd  he held in .chief o f the  
k in g b y  the service  of five k n ig h ts ’ fees. H e  It w a s w ho  
founded the p rio ry  o f A u stin  can on s at B rin k b u rn  an d  
also m ade g ifts  o f land to N ew m in ster a b b ey . H e  w as  
succeeded b y  his son R o g e r  (c. 1 1 5 7 - 1 1 7 5 ) ,  w ho added  
to an d  confirm ed his fath er’s  g ifts  to B rin k b u rn  an d  
N ew m inster. R o g e r  wa,s follow ed b y  his son W illia m  II  
(d. c. 119 9 ), w h o  confirm ed the g ifts  o f his father an d  
gran dfath er to these churches. It is to these lords that 
w e ow e the church at M itford , w h ich  had been laid  out 
an d  p ro bab ly built in part before the church now rem ain­
in g  at B rin k b u rn  had been b eg u n . T h e y  were clea rly  
great churchm en, a s their g ifts  to. B rin kb u rn  an d  other 
churches prove, an d the architecture o f B rin k b u rn  and  
M itfo rd  show  that th ey 'were m en of h igh  ideas an d  o n ly



w o rk  o f the m ost sum ptu ou s k in d w a s desired b y  them . 
M itfo rd  is, in fact, in the first rank a m o n g the ecclesiastical 
b u ild in g s w h ich  arose in N o rth u m berlan d  in  that prolific  
period fo llo w in g  the N o rm an  conquest, w h ich  culm inated  
in the second h alf of the tw elfth cen tu ry w hen the 
rom anesque architecture o f the N o rm a n s w a s slo w ly  
c h a n g in g  to that term ed “  ea rly  G o th ic .”

T h e  architectural achievem ent of bishop  W illia m  of S t .-  
Cala'is at D u rh a m , w here arose the m ightiest an d most 

, m agn ificen t cath edral o f the tim e, w h ich  in great part still 
stands, the g ran d est exam p le of a  N o rm an  chu rch  in 
E u ro p e , g a v e  a pow erful im petus to  chu rch b u ild in g in 
E n g la n d , an d  so provoked the zeal o f the great nobles and  
ecclesiastics that th ey vied  w ith each other a s  to w ho  
sh o u ld bu ild  the stateliest fan e to the honour o f G o d .

T h e  N o rthu m berlan d  g ro u p  of large  "N orm an churches 
com p rises the p rio ry  chu rch  o f L in d isfa rn e  an d the 
chu rch es o f N o rh am , M itfo rd  a n d 'W a r k w o r th ,. placed in 
order o f their architectural m erit. T h e y  all date about, 
the m iddle, or a  little later, of the tw elfth - cen tu ry. 
D u rh am  cathedral w as then com pleted to the top o f  the 
w alls, an d  vaulted th ro u gh o u t; it w as w ell know n to the 
b u ild ers o f the chu rch es farther north, and, a s  has been 
p ro ved , a s fa r  south a s  S e lb y . W e  find, therefore, at , 
M itfo rd  the influence of the great cathedral. T h e  plan o f  
the chu rch is one of con siderable am bition an d  far more 
m onum ental in its character than that u su ally  adopted for  
the a v e ra g e  parish  chu rch . W h e th e r it w a s com pleted  
an d  afterw ard s p a rtly  dem olished, or never fu lly  carried  
out, m ust ever rem ain a m atter of conjecture. It is 
fortunate that enough exists, in  s itu , o r in detached  
portion s, to g iv e  the w hole plan and the character and  
beau ty of its details. (P late  X X I I I . )

T h e  p lan  com prised a  nave, five b a y s  in length, with  
north an d  south aisles, from  the east ends of w hich  
sem icircu lar apses w ere throw n out. T h e  chancel, w ith­
out aisles, w a s of extrem e length, an d its east end w as  
a p sid a l. T h e  p roportion s of the nave m ay be considered



quite norm al fo r a  church o f this m agn itu de, bu t those of 
the chancel can  o n ly  be regarded a§ abnorm al am o n gst  
churches o f m oderate dim ension s, and d em an d  som e  
com m ent. T h e  lo n g chancel is a  pecu liar feature of 
northern churches, an d is seen in a  large num ber in the  
two northern counties. In  N orthu m berland the most 
rem arkable are B a m b u rg h , N o rh am , C o rb rid g e , L in d is -  
farne p rio ry , M itford , E lsd o n , H altw h istle  and B y w e ll
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Fig. i.

S t .  P eter. T h e  three first exceed M itford , w hile L in d is -  
farn e is of the sam e len gth . T h e se  proportions are far 
exceeded in the choir of the p rio ry  chu rch of C o ld in gh a m  
in B erw icksh ire, w h ich  w as sub ject to D u rh a m . H e re  
the length  is eigh ty-on e feet, b y  a  breadth of tw en ty-th ree  
feet, w h ile  the length  o f the nave w a s n in ety-eigh t feet. 
T h e  date of the choir (now used as the p arish  church) is  
about the end o f the tw elfth centu ry.



T h e  p arts o f the o rig in a l chu rch  at M itfo rd  now  
rem ain in g in tern ally  com prise (P late  X X I V ) : ( i)  the three 
eastern b a y s  o f the n ave on the south side and the eastern  
one on the north sid e ; (2) the northern jam b of the arch  
o p en in g to the apse at the east end of the south aisle  w ith  
its a n g le  shafts, c lo sely  resem b lin g the sam e details at 
L in d isfa rn e , and (3) last, but b y  no m eans least, the 
internal ja m b s a n d  a d jo in in g  portions of the w all on either 
side o f the arch  of the m ain eastern apse. T h e  jam bs retain  
their a n gle-sh a fts, w ith scalloped capitals, and their abacu s  
m o u ld in gs, w h ich  extended from  the capitals tQ the a n g le s  
of the w a ll. E x te rn a lly , at the south-east a n g le  o f the 
nave, an a n g le -sh a ft rem ains above the jam b  o f . the. apse  
of the south aisle, an d  a  short length  of a  strin g-co u rse w ith  
an  elaborate chevron m o u ld in g. A l l  these, rem a in s’ are  
in  s itu  an d  g iv e  the .key to the w hole schem e o f the  
architecture. T h e re  are also  som e detached pieces w hich  
dem and attention. T h e  ch ief of these is a  sin g le  voussoir  
from  the outer order of the o rig in a l'ch a n ce l arch ( F ig .  1). 
T h is  is built into the w all of the gard en on the north side 
o f the ch u rch yard  and sh o w s how  lavish  w as the adornm ent 
of the stonew ork. T h e  present chancel arch  is m odern. T h e  
o rig in al one seem s to have sp ru n g  from  twin sh afts h igh  
in the w all an d supported b y  corbels form ed of two carved  
heads. O ne of these is. built into the south w all of the 
south transept, called the ‘ ‘ M itfo rd  c h a p e l.”  T h e  peculiar 
double-headed corbeis, the heads fa c in g  outw ards at an  
a n g le  of about fo rty-five  degrees, are rare, but occur at  
C o rb rid g e , the old S t .  N ich o la s ’s, D u rh am , the g a te w a y , 
P ru d h o e castle, an d the b ish o p  o f D u rh a m ’s castle at 
Sto ck to n -o n -T ees. A n o th er im portant detail is built in on 
the w est side of the w est capital o f the arch  at the east end  
of the north w all of the n ave. T h is  is a  v e ry  rich detail an d  
is p ro b a b ly  p art of the strin g-co u rse w hich continued the 
ab acu s m o u ld in gs o f the chan cel arch  cap itals to the  
a n g le s o f the east w a ll o f the n ave.

T h e  details of the n ave arcad es are worth careful 
exam in atio n . T h e  b ases are u n u su ally  fine and la rg e .



T h e y  h ave square cham fered p lin th s an d sub -bases, 
base m o u ldin gs at the feet o f the colum ns are circular, a  
the vacan t sp aces between these an d  the square su b -b ases  
are adorned w ith sp u rs in the form  of leaves p ro je ctin g  
from  the m o u ld in gs, out of w h ich  th ey seem  to g ro w .  
(P late  X X V . )  T h is  feature is confined in E n g la n d  to the 
w ork o f the “  T ran sitio n al p e rio d ,”  an d is rare, but is quite  
usual in Fran ce, well into the thirteenth cen tu ry.

T h e  cap itals are scallop ed w ith seven or e ig h t d ivisio n s  
on each face. T h e  arches are in tw o  orders : the soffit an d  
outer orders, on the n ave side m oulded, on the aisle side  
p lain . T h e re  is a  plain  hood m o u ld in g on the nave side.

T h e re  is a  reset, or rebuilt, doo rw ay on the south side 
of the chan cel. T h is  is the o rig in al d o o rw ay w hich w as  
In m uch the sam e relative position in the form er chan cel, 
and this, a lo n g  with the ja m b s o f the ap se arch, p ro ves  
that the N o rm an  chancel w a s o f the sam e extent as that 
erected in the thirteenth cen tu ry.

A n  e n g ra v in g  in S c o tt 's  B o rd er A n tiq u itie s  sh o w s  
a porch on the south side, of the n ave w ith an enriched  
d o o rw a y. T h is  also seem s to have been the e a rly  south  
d o o rw ay reset. It w as quite a  usual procedure, w hen  
N o rm an  churches had aisles added, to m ove the south  
d o o rw ay and reset it in the new  aisle  w a ll. M a n y  instan ces 
of this cou ld  be quoted, an d the chancel d o o rw a y at 
M itford  sh o w s clear s ig n s  o f rem oval.

Felton  church is a  cu rio u s variation, w here a  portion  
of the w all of the aisleless nave, with its d o o rw ay, 
rem ains in  s itu , w h ile  another d o o rw a y  is in the later aisle  
w all built farther out.

T h e  N o rm an  chu rch w a s reconstructed about the 
b e g in n in g  of the thirteenth cen tu ry in  the sty le  o f the 
period, the chancel b ein g  one of the finest o f its kind in 
the cou n try. T h is  is, how ever, outside the scope of 'these 
notes, w hich are o n ly  intended to describe the origin al 
N o rm an  church, to recover its plan and to locate su ch  
p arts of it a s h ave su rvived . T h e re  are several old  
d ra w in g s and e n g ra v in g s w hich show  the church a s  it w a s



in  the eighteenth an d  earlier part o f the nineteenth  
c e n tu ry  (P la te  X X V I ) .  T h e  n ave w a s p a rtly  a ruin,, and  
its w estern w a ll an d one b a y  had go n e. T h e  chancel and  
the south transept, called “  M itford  p o rc h ,”  were kept in 
rep air. In  th is state the church rem ained .until 18 74 , 
w h en  the late R o b ert Ja m es Jo h n so n  of N ew castle  w as  
com m issio n ed b y  the late .L ieu te n a n t-C o lo n el O sbaldeston  
M itfo rd  to undertake a com plete restoration. T h is  w as  
done at the cost of abo ut ^ 1 0 ,0 0 0 . .  T h e  nave w as.repaired, 
the w a lls  raised, a clerestory an d  new  roof added. T h e  
south  transept w as also re-roofed. A  fine tower and spire  
w ere added at the west and a  p a rtly  new  porch to the south. 
T h e  interior is sp acious an d im p osin g an d one of the most 
p le a sin g  an d satisfacto ry in the cou n ty.
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