
B y  E r ic  B i r l e y , P a r k e r  B r e w i s , a n d  J o h n  C h a r l t o n .

[Read on 22nd February, 1933.]

1 . e x c a v a t io n s  o n  Ha d r ia n ’ s  w a l l  b e t w e e n  m a t f e n

PIERS AND HALTON SHIELDS.

The Northumberland County Council’s reconstruction 
of the Newcastle-Carlisle road in 1932 embraced the stretch 
of about a mile from Wallhouses to a few yards short of 
the fourteenth milestone, some hundred yards east of 
Halton Shields. The North of England Excavation Com
mittee was in consequence enabled to examine the north 
gate of milecastle 19, and the two turrets 19a and 19b to 
the west of it, as well as the Wall itself at a number of 
points; a summary of the results obtained is given below, 
together with plans and photographs; for a full description 
of the finds, and statement of conclusions, it has been 
thought advisable to wait until the present programme of 
work is completed.1

As in previous years, the committee received every 
facility for carrying out its programme from Mr. 
Alexander Cheyne, the county surveyor, and his colleagues 
Mr. H. Atkinson and Mr. J. D. Waiters; but for their 
interest and ready co-operation it would have been 
impossible to obtain such satisfactory results from a stretch 
that presented a number of fresh and at times perplexing 
problems.

1 Cf. A.A., 4th ser., IX , p. 256.
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No. 19 (M atfen  P iers ).
It will be remembered that in 1931 the position of this 

milecastle was fixed, while it was found that virtually 
nothing was left of its walls and south gateway. It was 
hoped that the modern road might have preserved sufficient 
of the north gateway for its plan and type2 to be recovered ; 
but this hope proved vain. All that was left was a small 
fragment of footing on either side of the gate-passage, 
whilst the north wall had been removed in its entirety; it 
was not possible, therefore, to determine, .the plan of the 
gateway. The only feature of interest was the presence of 
a small hearth in the gate-passage, close to the southern 
end of the west side; from this it might be inferred that 
the gateway had been at least partialjy blocked up in the 
Roman period. . . .

Only a few scraps of pottery were found here.

No. 19a (cf-. plate v, fig. 1, and plate vi, fig. 1).
. With the exception of its south wall, which had been 

robbed down to the footing, this turret was fairly well 
preserved, four courses of the side walls surviving, whilst 
the Wall was standing as many as six courses high in the 
recess. The remains of the platform, which in this case 
was remarkably narrow, showed that the doorway here, 
as in other turrets where the Wall is of standard B, was 
at the west end of the south wall. A new feature was the 
occurrence of the standard B offset (between the third and 
fourth courses3) on the inside of the turret’s walls. The 
most important feature, however, was the building-up of 
the recess, in Roman times, with a rough wall laid on the 
accumulated material of the earlier occupation; incorpor
ated in this wall were a door-jamb 5 feet long, and a stone, 
2 feet high, somewhat resembling a hypocaust-pillar. 
Here, at last, is an instance east of North Tyne of a turret 
dismantled in the Roman period; for those discovered 
farther west, it will be sufficient now to refer to Mr.

2 Cf. A .A ., 4th ser., V III, p. 309.
3 Cf. A .A ., 4th ser., IX , p. -256.



Simpson’s account in the Cumberland and Westmorland 
Transactions, new series, XIII, 297 f., and in particular 
p. 307; Mr. Simpson’s excavations suggested that the 
dismantling took place either at the beginning or towards 
the end of the third century. The total yield of pottery 
from no. 19a was disappointingly slight, but there was 
none that could be dated as late as a.d . 200; so that, for 
what it is worth, it suggests that the earlier date applies to 
this turret at least.

No. 19b (cf. plate v, fig. 2, and plate vi, fig. 2).
This turret also belongs to the standard B series, its 

door being at the west end of the south wall; in plan the 
doorway somewhat resembles that of Birdoswald turret 
(49b)4 : there is a slight return at the west end of the 
south wall ;5 the standard B offset occurs inside the turret, 
but only on its side walls. The stratification here was 
better, and the yield of pottery more extensive, than at 
any of the sites as yet examined west of Whittledene; 
amongst the finds may be noted a small altar, uninscribed,' 
but with reliefs of a jug, a cleaver, a knife, and a phallus, 
on its sides; this altar was sealed by the flagging of the 
highest surviving floor. In the walls of the turret, clay 
to a great extent took the place of mortar, but the platform, 
unusually, contained a copious amount of mortar; as at 
19a, scraps of pottery from under the platform showed 
that the structure was not original work.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE WALL.

The Wall was first examined 90 feet east of no. 19; 
here it was found to vary somewhat from the normal 
standards A or B : the flag footing-course was exceedingly 
irregular, an extra offset occurred between the second and 
third courses on the south face (this accounts for the Wall 
here being rather narrower than in the adjacent stretches

4 Cf. C.W., new ser., X III, p. 303 f., and plate vii.
5 Cf. plate vi, fig. 2.



to east/and west)/., and the roughness, of its; execution 
suggested a repair rather, than original .work. The adjoin
ing text-figure* shows a section of the Wall at this point.
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Z The. Wail was also^examined at a: number of points 
between 19 and 19a, and 19a and 19b; it proved to be 
uniformly of standard B, but at 19b .it was exceptionally



FIG. 1— TURRET NO. I9 a .
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thick, 9 feet 9 inches above the offsets, as against 9 feet 
3 inches on the average elsewhere.

II . EXCAVATIONS AT BENWELL (CONDERCUM).

By the kindness of our members, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Macarthy and Miss Dorothy Macarthy, the committee was 
enabled to carry out a small trial excavation south of the 
fort at Benwell, to discover whether the Vallum ditch had 
been interrupted by an original causeway similar to that 
found at Birdoswald by the Cumberland Excavation Com
mittee in the summer of 1932.6 A . few days' work in 
October sufficed to demonstrate the presence of such a 
causeway, faced on either side with.dressed ashlar, beneath 
buildings of the settlement that .later grew up to the south of 
the fort; but until it is possible to make a thorough 
examination of the site (which promises to be of very great 
interest), a detailed comparison between this causeway and 
its counterpart at Birdoswald cannot be made. ^

6 A report on the Birdoswald causeway will appear in C.W., new set.. 
X X X III .,  . •    ;


