
B y  H . H .  E . C r a s t e r  a n d  R .  N . H a d c o c k .

[R e a d  on 3 1s t  M arch 19 37 .]

T h e paper on Tynem outh priory, which appeared in 
the last volume of Archceologia Aeliana, has prompted a re
exam ination of various architectural problem s, and it is 
hoped that this will throw some additional light on the 
history of the bu ild ings, both before and after the sup
pression of the m onastery. Th e various bu ild ings con
cerned will be taken individually in order to facilitate 
reference to the illustrations, which w ill be explained as 
they occur.

Plate x x v i i  shows a section of the church, which is o f  

necessity partly  conjectural. T h e parts which remain at 
the present time have been re-measured, and are shown 
heavily shaded'. T h ey  g ive some evidence of the propor
tions of those parts now destroyed, such as the main 
heights of the stages of the choir and nave, which have 
already been partially  worked out by M r. W . H . K n o w le s ,1 
and re-measurement has confirmed the correctness of his 
arrangem ents. N o evidence can be found for the height 
of the central tower, for the clerestory windows o f the 
Norman nave, or for the tracery in the large windows 
above the clerestory of the choir and presbytery, with 
certain other details. These have been inserted in the 
drawing in order to g ive a better general idea of the whole 
and are shown in dotted line or line with no shad ing . T h e

1 Arch. Journ. l x v i i . 
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parts ligE tly  shaded are taken from  B ra n d 's  illu stration / 
worked in to proper scale as far as possible from  existing 
evidence of the heights of the stages and ground measure
ment. D etails shown in B ra n d 's  illustration m ay be con
firmed to a large extent by B u c k 's  V iew , and draw ings by 
W aters se n .,3 R ich ard so n ,4 B yrn  (after R ichardson) 18 13 , 
G re ig  (after C lennell),5 and certain other prints. It will be 
seen from  the section that the floor level o f the church 
drops considerably from west to east, and is lowest at the 
P ercy  chantry (pi. x x v n , a ) .  T h e shaded portion above 
the floor of the choir shows the present level, which is 
about nine inches higher than the proper level.

D u rin g  the century follow ing the Norm an conquest, 
most m onastic churches were built with a short limb, or 
presbytery, to the east o f the crossing, with a long limb, 
or nave, to the west, the m onks' choir extending into the 
latter for two or more bays. Such was the case at T yn e
mouth for more than a hundred years from  the time of its- 
re-establishm ent as a  Benedictine priory. D u rin g  this 
period the h igh  altar was at g , with the east end of the 
apsidal presbytery at f ,  beyond which was the am bulatory 
and radiating chapels, the east end of the central chapel 
being at d . T h is  last w as probably the lady chapel, while 
the south apsidal chapel, in which Saint H enry of Coquet 
w as buried, m ay be regarded as the chapel of Sain t H enry. 
T h e allocation o f the northern chapel is undetermined. 
T h e m onks' choir probably occupied the two eastern bays 
of the nave l ,  or the eastern bay and the crossing j , k ,  
with a  pulpitum  enclosing its west end, and parish altar 
a bay further west. T h e west end o f the church w as then 
at p .

A s  a result of the enlargem ent of the presbytery and 
choir, which were begun during the last years of the 
twelfth century, the high altar would be moved from  g

2 Brand, Hist, and Antf of NJc 11, p. 65 (drawn by Waters jun.).
3 Hist, of Northd. vm, p. 140.
4 Gibson, Mon. of Tynemouth 1, pp. xxvi and 3.
5 Walter Scott, Border Antiquities 1, p. 58.



to some p o sitio n  east of e , the m onks’ choir to g - h , the 
pulpitum to h , while the rood-screen was built at k , with 
on its west side the parish altar. T he level of the Norm an 
presbytery f - h  and crossing j must have been the sam e as 
the m onks’ choir k  and nave, before these alterations 
took place, and this would account for the closeness o f 
the .footings of the Norm an main arcade between g  and 
h , the roughness of the stonework below the plinth o f the 
south-east pillar of the central tower h , which would be 
concealed by the pulpitum  and also perhaps for the narrow 
w all at the south end of the transept (pi. x x v i i , j ) ,  (ph. 
x x v m , b ) which possibly  conceals the Norm an footing 
here.

T h e higher level of the Norm an choir would also g ive 
a reason for the base (ph x x v i i i ,  b ) on the south side of 
the arch, leading into the choir aisle from  the south tran
sept, being higher than the corresponding base (ph x x v i i i ,  
a )  on the n orth 'side. T h e arches were built into the east 
side of the Norm an transept as a prelim inary measure for 
the enlargem ent of the choir.6 T h e south side of this arch 
would be the natural one to start with as it came in the 
open space formed by the arch of the Norman transeptal 
chapel which would have to be supported. It m ay there
fore be presumed that when this base w as built it had not 
yet been decided to lower the level of the choir; but that 
this decision was made before the north side was begun. 
T he reason for lowering the level of the enlarged choir 
and presbytery would be the fall of the ground towards, 
the east. Th e feretory ( p i .  x x v i i ,  c), though higher than 
the proper level of the choir, is still over a foot below the 
nave level, compared with over two feet in the choir. It 
would be: easy to fill up- less than a foot in the sm all area 
o f 'th e  feretory. Bu t two feet in the greater area,' if  the 
level had not been * lowered, would have been a more 
difficult matter, as well as necessitating the raisin g of the 
whole bu ild ing east of the crossing. It is quite possible 

6 Arch, AelA x i i i , 126.



that it w as intended at this time to rebuild the transept 
and nave on sim ilar lines to the new work. T h e cloister 
is some two feet lower than the nave, so that a new nave 
could have been lowered to the sam e level as the new east 
end. Such  intention m ight explain the different methods 
em ployed in connecting the north and south arcades of the 
Gothic choir to the eastern p illars of the crossing (fig. i) . I f  
the north arcade was built first, when a western extension 
w as still considered, the attached pillar of the new choir 
could have been bonded into the north-east pillar of a new 
larger central to w e r: but all hope of such an extension 
m ay have been abandoned before the corresponding con
nection w as made on the south side, m aking the attached 
p illar unnecessary. F ig . i .also shows how the inner sides 
of the western p illars of the central tower were cut aw ay 
to g ive  access to the doors of the rood-screen.

T h e result of this enlargem ent was to convert the whole 
of the Norm an nave (pi. x x v i i , k  to p) into the parish 
church. But even this w as to be extended, and some 
twenty-five years after the new presbytery and choir had 
been begun, two bays (q , r ) were added to the west end 
of the nave. These were built outside the Norm an west 
end (p), where the buttresses and wall must have been cut 
aw ay to allow for the erection of the pillars between p, q, 
but not interfering with the existing nave. W hen these 
b ays were completed it rem ained to demolish the Norm an 
western bay and west end ( o - p ) , and to join  the new work 
to the old. T h e architect m ay not have taken the width o f 
the Norm an w all (p) into account, but, w hatever the cause, 
the result w as that this connecting b ay  had to be built 
considerably wider than the others. T h ough this would 
seem an architectural weakness, it is  interesting to see that 
the main arch of this bay appears to be still standing in 
B u ck ’s V iew  of 1728, after the greater part of the Norm an 
church had collapsed.

T h e  processional door under the Norm an arrangem ent 
w as in the second bay from  the east end o f the nave (pi.



x x v n , l ), and thus in  the m onks’ part o f  the church. B u t 
the architectural changes referred to resulted in this door 
becom ing useless for processional purposes, as it n o w  

opened into the parish church. T h is  door was, therefore, 
walled up, and a new one built in the next bay to  the 
east (k). T h e new door still gave into the church on
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the parish side of the rood-screen, and the south-east bay 
of the nave aisle must have been screened off from  the 
parish church. Sym m etry would appear to have required 
a sim ilar screening off o f the corresponding bay of the 
north aisle, which was w alled off in this manner in post
suppression times. These screens would have had doors 
which, when opened at certain times, would admit p ilgrim s



from  the parish to the monastic church to v isit the shrine 
of S a in t O sw in. T h e second position of the shrine, after 
the translation from  beneath the floor of the A n glo-Saxon  
church, w as alm ost certainly in the Norm an apse, behind 
the h igh altar g , and after the enlargem ent of the choir 
it w as translated to a sim ilar position attached to the new 
high  altar.

T h e position of the high altar in the enlarged eastern 
limb is an im portant question. T h e site has form erly been 
presum ed to be at c, in relation to the aum bry, piscina, 
and the recess at x , which was then taken to be the sedilia. 
Bu t this recess is very deep, and stepped up towards the 
back without an y wall separating the two compartments, 
the outer trefoiled arches being supported by a  slender 
p illar. T h e string course above is raised, necessitating 
a  step in the wall passage o f the intermediate s to ry .7 
T h e  recess must have been of considerable importance 
and, as there is ample room on the highest ledge, this 
w as very  possib ly  the second resting place of the body 
of Sain t H enry, occupying relatively a sim ilar position 
to Sain t O sw in ’s shrine as in the Norm an church. In 
this case, the triple arcade im m ediately to the west may 
have been the intended sedilia, which in important churches 
in variab ly  consisted of three or more compartments, one 
and two being found occasionally in sm aller churches; 
and at this period the sedilia w as usually of this shallow 
type.

T h e only evidence of the position of the h igh altar is 
docum entary, from  the time when the shrine of Sain t 
Oswin w as removed to another part of the church after 
1346 b y  De la M are, who became prior in 1340. “  U ntil
that time the shrine of Sain t Oswin had been united with 
the h igh a lta r .” 8 “ T h is work, with the alteration to the 
high altar necessitated by the rem oval of the shrine, and 
the decoration of the church in certain minor and un

7 Arch. Ael A xm, figs. 2 and 3, pp. 127, 128.
8 Hist, of Northd. vm, p. 95.



specified particulars, cost ^ 7 0 . ” 9 T h is  statement would 
seem to prove conclusively that the shrine was definitely a 
part of the h igh altar, which would bq dedicated to Sain t 
O swin, and it probably belonged to the type, especially 
common at this early period ,10 in which a high pedestal of 
stone was connected to the back of the altar, the shrine 
being raised upon the pedestal so that it w as visib le from  
both sides. Therefore, if the position of the shrine could 
be located, the position of the high altar would be located 
also.

T here can be no doubt that the three eastern b ays 
(pi. x x v i i , b- m ) were built as a feretory to house the shrine 
of Sain t O swin, the chief treasure of the m onastery. T w o 
positions for this shrine seem possible, either in the centre 
of the middle bay (c), or in the centre o f the western bay 
(x). T h e middle bay position would seem the most prob
able one to be chosen, as being in the very centre of the 
building erected for the saint, and also putting the high 
altar into proper relationship with the piscina. T he 
western bay has been suggested ow ing to the architectural 
change in the bu ild ing at m , which would then be the 
position of the h igh altar. But ligh tin g  must be taken 
into consideration, and as the narrow bay west of this has 
no windows, this position does not seem to be so probable 
as the middle bay, where all the tall lancets in the three 
bays would light the shrine, while those of the western 
bay would also light the high altar.

In cases when the high altar and shrine were united, 
these usually formed an island, with the reredos ending 
at, or just beyond, the sides of the altar, so that proces
sions could be made around without obstruction. B u t 
sometimes the reredos formed a screen across the build
ing, with doors on each side of the altar. A s  there was 
no am bulatory or processional path from the aisles at

9 Hist, of Nortkd. v i i i ,  p. g6. '
10 J . C. Wall, Shrines of British Saints. Illustrations pp. 21, 25, 

172. Viollet-le-Duc, Dictionnaire 11, pp. 25, 26, 29, 30, 38, 39, 44, 45.



Tynem outh, the first arrangem ent would seem more 
likely.

I f  the h igh  altar had been placed between the eastern 
p illars of the aisled portion of the east end (plate x x v i i , n ) ,  
so as to g ive  a processional path from  the aisles, the space 
between the altar and the choir would have been shorter 
than in an y other important Benedictine church, and the 
shrine, if united to the altar, would not have been in the 
eastern portion of the bu ild ing at all, but at D, blocking 
the processional path. T a k in g  everything into considera
tion, therefore, the most probable position for the shrine 
would appear to be c, with the h igh altar, united to it, at T. 
T h e conjectural arrangem ent is shown in fig . 2.

T h e recess at the east end (pi. x x v i i , b ) , which later 
became the entrance to the P ercy  chantry, m ay have con
tained the lady altar, which would thus take a sim ilar 
position to the shrine as that probably taken in the Norm an 
church. T h e large lady chapel on the north side of the 
presbytery w as begun about 1326, and must have been 
completed on ly recently when D e la M are became prior. 
W hen the shrine of Sain t Oswin was translated to another 
part of the church, it was to a position more quiet, less 
restricted and more spacious.11 T h e on ly more spacious 
position in the church would seem to be the new lady 
chapel, where, if the surm ises about the first and second 
positions o f the lady altar are correct, the shrine would 
again  be in a position to the west of it.

In  the fourth bay of the south side o f the choir (pi. 
x x v i i , e ) , the p illars and their bases were connected b y  a 
narrow stone w all. T h is  cannot have been carried up to 
an y height, as no trace o f it appears in the draw ings b y  
B u ck  or W aters. On the north-west side are traces of other 
m asonry, so that this w as perhaps the position of the 
G reystoke chantry, erected in 1 3 1 5 . 12 T h e wall cannot 
have had an y connection with this, as it was built at the

11 Gesta Abbatum Mon. St. Albani 11, p. 379.
12 Hist, of Nortkd. v i i i , p. 147.



same period, and form s part of, the western of the two 
pillars.

T h e central tower was apparently surmounted by a 
small steeple, an inventory of 1584 recording “  thre per-
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celles of webbes of leade taken of the steple.” 13 T h e 
steeple w ould seem to have .been low, probably of the 
Hexham  type but of sm aller dim ensions. A  coal fire 
beacon w as kept lit upon an old steeple at Tynem outh



p rio ry ,14 but this w as probably one of the two turrets 
flanking the east end o f the presbytery.

T h e h igh door in the south transept (pi. x x v i i i , a ), 
which is on the north side o f the arch leading into the 
south aisle of the choir,15 m ay be explained by the form er 
existence of a ga llery  here, on a level sligh tly  below the 
level of the step of the door. Such a ga llery  would also 
have been on a level with the step o f the door connecting 
the transept to the room above the chapter house (pi. 
x x v i i i , a ) , and the night stair would in this case have led 
from  the ga llery  to the floor of the transept. A n  ancient 
ga llery  o f this type still exists in the north transept at 
B o xg rove  priory, where the monastic buildings stood on 
the north side of the church : but here the night stair came 
below, and there is a later ga llery  in the south transept. 
W . H . S t . John  H ope suggested16 that one m ight possibly 
have been used to hold the organ, the other being used at 
times as  a sin g in g  loft. A t Tynem outh, such a ga llery  
would have been carried across the arch in the east wall 
of the transept, and as the stair in the thickness o f the 
w all, leading up from  the door to the triforium  of the 
choir, w as blocked at some later period by a fire-place with 
a sm all oven opening from it, the arrangem ent m ay have 
been altered after a new door had been made to connect 
the room over the chapter house with the triforium  chamber 
over the south choir aisle. T h e door in question appears 
to have been blocked at some period,17 as w as the door on 
the east side which had to be walled up when the main 
arcade of the choir w as built. F ig . 3 shows the arrange
ment o f the door and stair, with the oven and fire-place 
which block it at the top.

T h e m axim um  number of altars possible on the ground 
level of the m onastic part of the church would appear to 
be eleven, nam ely : the high altar, lady chapel, Percy

14 Hist, of Northd. vm, p. 205.15 Arch. A e l4 x i i i , 129.16 Stissex Arch. Coll. x l i i i ,  163.
17 Mackenzie, H ist. of Nortkd. n , 434. (Illustration by  Richardson.)



chantry, G reystoke chantry, two chapels in the south-east 
transept, an altar on each side of the pulpitum , and per
haps another chantry, with possibly  two altars in the 
large chapel beyond the south-east transept. T h e last 
named chapel, now covered by a mound and tomb-stones, 
m ay have been in part the Cafiella Mortuorum  which w as 
the scene of the fourteenth century ghost story recounted
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in N .C .H .  v i i i , p. 96. It must have been in the neigh
bourhood of the m onks’ cemetery which stood to the south 
and east of the presbytery, and the “  Churche Y e ird e  ”  
referred to in the inventory of 1584 w as probably beyond 
this chapel as the buildings on the south side of the choir 
were apparently still standing at that date.

E leven  altars would not seem to be a sufficient number 
for a  m onastery o f the size of Tynem outh in the fifteenth



century. A  possible explanation o f the great chamber 
above the presbytery and choir m ay be that it w as built 
to accommodate more altars after the injunction of A bbot 
W hetham stede in 1424 ,18 which would make a greater 
num ber essential if the m onastic time-table w as to be 
adhered to properly. I f  this were so, the upper altars 
w ould naturally have been served b y  the younger and 
more active priest monks, and priested novices or gu ests,19 
as there were m any steps to clim b. Chapels above the 
vau lt of the choir aisles and am bulatory were common in 
m ediaeval churches, but no case of chapels above the choir 
or presbytery can be recalled. I f  this cham ber had been 
built a s  a  muniment room and treasury, large windows 
and such spaciousness would not have been necessary, and 
it seem s unlikely  that heavy and bulky objects would be 
carried up and down a newel stair of such height. T he 
m onastic libraries of those days were com paratively sm all, 
and they were invariab ly near the cloister as that w as the 
m onks’ place o f study. T h e  suggestion that the upper 
stage of w indow s were built to g ive  more light to the 
m onastic church, the vau ltin g and ceiling being removed 
to incorporate it, is  disproved at the east end by the 
rem ains of the vau lting, which would certainly have been 
cut aw ay and properly faced, and by the door into the 
upper cham ber, which would have then had no object. 
B u t the continuation o f the upper cham ber over the aisled 
portion is not quite so certain. T h e south-west window of 
the aisle w as blocked by the chapter house. I f  the build
in g  shown on the Elizabethan plan, which was presum 
ab ly  a  sacristy, and which was attached to the south aisle 
east of the chapter house, blocked the other windows of the 
aisle, the church must have been considerably darkened. 
A t R ip o n , the five western bays o f the south aisle of the 
choir, which w as designed on very  sim ilar lines to T y n e 
mouth, were blocked b y  build ings, m aking a window

18 Arch. AelA xm , 136.
19 Delatte, Commentary on the rule of Saint Benedict, p, 413 ff.



possible only in the east bay. Here the clerestory lancets, 
except for the three west bays on the north side, were 
replaced by large traceried windows, while w indows were 
also inserted in the triforium .

It seems probable, however, that the sacristy roof at 
Tynem outh w as kept low, so as not to block the window s 
of the a is le ; and it is difficult to believe that m ediaeval 
architects would have ruined the beautiful proportions of 
the choir in this m anner. I f  an upper clerestory had been 
formed over the five aisled bays, it would seem incredible 
that the vau ltin g shafts should not have been carried up 
to support the new roof, and to relieve the blankness of 
wall between the windows.

T h e bu ild ing of which some foundations remain on the 
north side of the nave, was undoubtedly the v icar ’ s house, 
to which allusion is made in a survey o f 16 05.20 On the 
Elizabethan plan the designation is so rough ly written 
that it was form erly read as “ p r io rs ”  lodge. But a close 
exam ination o f this plan shows that this reading is im
possible.21 T h e first letter of the word before “  lodge ”  is 
clearly the abbreviated sym bol for “ p re ,”  and if the two 
intermediate letters can be read as “  st ”  (the stroke o f the 
t m issing), it g ives “ prests, ”  which is what would be 
expected.

T h e history of the gradual decay of the nave in the 
seventeenth century is a little difficult to trace. U pon a 
visitation in 1608 the church was stated to be in a state of 
great decay.22 A  hitherto unpublished entry in the D urham  
Consistory A ct books, dated 19th Novem ber, 1622, re a d s: 
“ It is ordered b y  the Court that the churchwardens' of 
Tynem outh shall forthwith take unto them one sk illfu ll 
mason and veiw  the needefull repare of the said church, 
and take an estimate of what the charg thereof w ill amount 
unto, and they to forthwith laie asess and certified ’ S ir

20 Hist, of Northd. v i i i , p. 176.
21 Arch. AelA xin, 130, plan p. 138.
22 Hist. of Northd. vm, p. 128.



W illiam  Brereton, who came to Tynem outh in 1635 in the 
course of a tour through the county, described the nave 
as “  the fairest church I have seen in any castle, but now 
it is out of repair and much neglected.”  W hen the C ivil 
W a r broke out the parishioners were no longer able to 
obtain access to their church, since it lay within the castle. 
T h e date of the O liverian Com m issioners’ report,23 “  that 
the church of Tynem outh is quite ru ined ,”  is g iven  cor
rectly in the H istory of N  or thumb erland v i i i ,  p. 358, as 
1652 and incorrectly on p. 128 as 1650, where the state
ment that “ ten years later the roof fell i n ”  cannot be 
verified. In the view by Francis P lace ,24 c. 1666-1676, 
the nave appears to be still roofed, or partially  so. T h e 
consecration of Christ Church, North Shields, on Ju ly  5th, 
1668, would make further repair to the priory nave un
necessary and account for G rose’s statement that Colonel 
H en ry  V illiers stripped the lead off the church25 in 1676.

T h e outer parlour26 was still standing about 1778, 
when, according to H utchinson,27 “ the ruins which pre
sent them selves in front, on entering the gatew ay, appear 
to be the rem ains of the cloister, to which you have access 
by  a gatew ay of circular arches, com prehending several 
members inclin ing inwards, and arisin g from p ilasters.”  
H e continues : “  A fter p assin g this gate, in the area m any 
modern tom bs appear, the ground still be in g used for 
sepultre .”  From  this it would seem quite certain that the 
cloister w as used as the parish burial ground at that time, 
and that tombs were removed from here to the east o f the 
chapter house, after 1863, when the great m agazines were 
built on the cloister site. T he raised ground to the south 
of the presbytery on which tomb-stones now stand prob
ab ly  consists of the surplus earth from  the excavations for 
these m agazines, since there is no trace of such a mound in

23 Arch. Ael.1 m, 9.
24 Arch. Journ. l x v i i ,  p. 30.
25 Grose, Antiquities of England and Wales, iv, p. 151.
26 Arch. Ael 4 xni. 125, fig. 1.
27 Hutchinson, Hist, of Northd. 11, 344.



earlier draw ings. From  this it m ay be proved that the only 
real burials on the site between the presbytery and the rere
dorter are those which date after the m agazines were com
pleted, and that all tomb-stones earlier than this were 
moved here from  the cloister or other parts.

P late x x v i i i ,  fig . A, is a section through the church and 
eastern range. On the left of the line e .e ,  which divides 
the church, is shown a conjectural arrangem ent o f the nave 
with the external west wall of the north transept. On the 
right of the line the section is taken from  the m iddle of 
the crossing to the south wall o f the Lords L o d g in g . T h e 
fain tly  dotted lines on each side of the central tower (e .e)  

show the height of the east end, the shaded part on the 
left show ing the height to which the north-east pinnacle 
and east wall are still standing.

The height o f the vau lt of the chapter house is taken 
from the wall ribs on the north side. The low w alls (pi. 
x x v i i i ,  f . f )  at the sides and west end do not appear to 
have been a raised step, being too uneven, and because 
the m asonry on the north side is rough ly cut aw ay, pro
truding and unfaced, between the low wall and the sill 
of the wall arcade. T h e low w alls do not extend to the 
east end of the chapter house, but only sligh tly  beyond 
the transept, so that it has been suggested that they m ay 
be the footings of the earlier Norm an chapter house, which 
perhaps ended in an apse. In this case they would have 
been covered at the sides by  steps and woodwork to con
ceal the rough m asonry, while the foundation of the earlier 
apse or east end would have had to be cleared so as not 
to interfere with the central floor space. In the choir, the 
footings of the main side arcade of the Norm an presbytery 
were left in, and they are, as has been shown, only just 
below the present level so that they must have been covered 
in a sim ilar w ay by the steps of the later stalls. There was 
a spacious room (pi. x x v i i i ,  c) above the vault of the 
chapter house, heated b y  a large fire-place, which still 
rem ains in the north wall (fig. 2 on p. 2 13).



On the south side of the chapter house is the day stair, 
which led up to the m onks’ dorter. T h e first step appears 
to have been over s ix  feet from the door orig in a lly , but 
this w as altered at some later period to m ake the steps 
start from  the door itself. T h e slype (pi. x x v i i i , d ) opened 
on the north into a small chamber below the stair, with a 
stone floor, and on the south into the w arm ing house. T h is  
appears to have undergone considerable alterations after 
the suppression, when the level w as raised, and when the 
fire-places, w all o, and possibly w all h  were built. Both 
these w alls are of inferior m asonry, and they are not 
bonded into the outer w alls.

T h e details and vau lting shown above the existing 
w alls from  h  to the south wall of the Lords L o d g in g  are 
taken from  an accurate section, dated 1784, in the posses
sion of H .M . Office of W orks. T he only trace of this 
vau ltin g  that now rem ains is the wall-rib at the south end. 
T h e  upper part of the west side of the p rior’s chapel, hav
in g  been rebuilt since 1784, shows no trace of this vau lting.

P late  x x v i i i , j, is the point at which the south end of 
the range takes an angle from the north end, and there is 
a distinct joint in the m asonry here. T h e main w alls 
between this point and the stair belong to the Norman 
period, while to the south they belong to the period of 
the western extension of the nave, c. 1220, and several 
identical m asons’ m arks can be picked out in these two 
b u ild in gs. Both the west and east doors of the slype (k ) 
were inserted some years after the completion of this 
part of the range. T h e west door stands so high above 
the outer plinth courses that access to it must have been 
made by steps or by m aking the ground up, probably 
the latter, as the courses are in better preservation here 
than elsewhere. T h e passage was sligh tly  ramped down 
fro m  this door to the east door, which opened outward, 
denoting the presence of a building beyond. T h e side 
w alls  o f the passage were probably built at the time when 
this range was remodelled in the fourteenth century, do



not coincide with the vaulting, and are not bonded into 
the outer walls.

The Lords Lodging is at a lower level than the slype, and 
it was divided by a narrow stone screen into two rooms, the 
one on the north (pi. x x v i i i ,  l .m )  perhaps being a n  ante
room to the prior’s hall ( n .p ) .  The door l  is almost cer
tainly of post-suppression date, though there is a piece 
of fourteenth-century moulding outside, probably brought 
from elsewhere. The door m gives access to the narrow 
wall passage leading to the garderobe chamber east of o. 
The opening at n  is certainly post suppression, and the 
door p leads down to the prior’s chapel beyond. The 
massive south wall ( r )  forms the retaining wall of the 
range, and the ground level outside is over ten feet below 
the inside level.

The level of the upper floor of the range was probably 
the same from the south side of the chapter house to the 
south end of the Lords Lodging, where the prior’s camera 
was probably situated, as there is no strong cross-wall 
between the slypes k ,  d .  If this were so, there must have 
been a stair from the monks’ dorter to the room over the 
chapter house.

Plate xx v iii, fig. b , is a section of the buildings to the 
south-west of the frater, with the outline of the south end 
of the eastern range shown beyond. It would seem that 
there was originally a deep gully, or cleft in the rock, 
between and below these two ranges of buildings. Test 
holes beside the outer wall (pi. x x v i i i ,  figs. a  and b, t )  re
vealed a great depth of rough stone foundations increasing 
towards the south to the outer wall of the new hall (v). The 
dotted line, z.z, shows the probable descent of this gully 
beside the wall, and this must have been gradually filled 
in after the foundations were built. The great buttress on 
the south side of the frater may have been erected to 
strengthen the building where the ground had been made 
up at the head of the gully, though from ,its shape it 
probably contained the stair to the pulpit also. There may



have been an undercroft below the frater, as the level here 
is lower than the cloister.

To the south of the frater is a fourteenth century build
ing, possibly the “  ew ryall.” 28 A  drain ran down the 
west side of this, and other surface stone gutters were 
found here during excavation. The base of a wall (x), 
apparently Norman, has been curiously left standing near 
but not parallel to the east wall of this room. A t the 
north end there is a short return wall to the east; and 
as this is just over two yards from the frater wall, it co
incides with the building, once used as a guest house, 
separated from the frater by a passage two yards broad, 
from which a serious fire started in the middle of the twelfth 
century.29 The floor of the later building appears to have
covered this wall, which would explain why it was not
removed. T o  the south of this, at a lower level, is a large 
oven, the door being on the south side where there was 
formerly a small room with thin walls, the eastern one 
being bonded into the side of the large buttress (s). At 
some later period a stronger wall was built further east, in 
line with the buttress itself.

The next two walls to the south are of much later date. 
On each of the inner sides near the east end there is a 
shallow slot which may have had some connection with a 
door here, so that this was possibly an extension of the 
entry from the inner court. The massive foundation (w) 
must have been built for retaining purposes, but the 
absence of foundations below the south wall (u) is difficult 
to explain. A t the south-east corner, however, the founda
tions go to a great depth. Between this and the “  Lords 
L o d g in g ,”  no trace has been discovered of the north wall 
of the “  new hall,”  though the excavations were carried 
very deep and many faced stones were found. It is possible 
that this wall collapsed from the pressure of the made-up 
ground on the north, forcing the south wall (v) to bulge

28 Arch. Journ. l x v i i ,  p. 48.
29 Hist. of Northd. v i i i .  pp. 60, 61.



outwards. The whole of this part was filled up at a later 
period to the level of the floor of the “  Lords Lodging*,’ ’ 
with earth and stones from other parts of the monastery. 
This was done to make a ramped cart way in from the 
south court, in the middle of the nineteenth century, the east 
end of the south wall being lowered enough to enable carts 
to pass over it.

The parts of the monastery occupied after the suppres
sion by the captain of the castle can be worked out with 
some certainty from various documents quoted in the 
history of the castle, and in particular from the inventories 
of 1559 and 1585.30 These appear to have been the whole 
range of buildings along the curtain wall from the great 
gate-house to the chapel of the Lords Lodging. The newr 
lodge may possibly be interpreted as a Tudor mansion 
built by S ir Thomas Hilton, perhaps on the site of earlier 
buildings of which traces remain. An oven has recently 
been discovered on the south side of the inner wall im
mediately south of the new lodge. Edmuds (i.e. Edm und’s) 
chamber figures twice in post-reformation records, showing 
that it was certainly in the neighbourhood of a kitchen.31 
At the beginning of the seventeenth century the covering 
and leads were gone from it, and at the same period the 
kiln, bake-house and bolting-house had been pulled down, 
materials from the kiln being used to repair the vicar’s 
house.

The great gate-house tower was known in Elizabethan 
times as “  high white hall,” 32 while “  low white hall ”  was 
probably the mount chamber. It seems likely that the 
W hitley tower was built some years earlier than the gate
house, and that it was named after Gilbert of W hitley, 
master and supervisor of the k in g ’s work in the castle of 
Newcastle in 1356.33 The manor of W hitley was only 
purchased by the priory in 1404. Gilbert of W hitley was

30 Hist. of Northd. v i i i , pp. 160 and 167.
31 Ibid., p. 16 7 .
32 Ibid., pp. 150 and 167.
33 Ibid., p. 39 5 .



evidently a military architect, and if he was employed to 
build the tower it would be some thirty to forty years older 
than the gate.

The two Roman stones discovered in 1782 and 1783 
have been described in the History of Northumberland, 
v i i i ,  pages 36 and 37. A  fragment of an Anglian cross, 
found in the latter year, was not mentioned. T his is 
stated to have been presented to the Society of Antiquaries 
of London,34 and in 1846 it had long since been consigned, 
with the Rom an stones, to the vault, serving as a store
house, under the great court at Somerset House.

The two accounts given of the first translation of Saint 
Oswin’s life in m o , in the Vita O swini, pp. 15, 24, make 
it clear that the pre-conquest church was still standing 
after the erection of the Norman choir, and lay outside it. 
Its position was possibly on the north side of the Norman 
church, where the Roman stones were found, as these 
may have been built into its foundations.

The donation lists prefixed to the volumes of the first 
series of Archceologia Aeliana  record the following dona
tions of finds, or illustrations of finds, made at Tynemouth 
priory during the earlier part of the nineteenth century, 
and presumably still in the possession of the society :

Vol. 11, p. 3. Plans and an account of a stone coffin, with 
some specimens of glass, etc., found in the yard of the monastery. 
Aug. 1823.

Vol. 11, p. 8. Two impressions from an engraving of an ancient 
medal found at the priory. Dec. 1825.

Vol. 11, p. 20. Four glazed tiles. March 1830.
Vol. in, p. 11 . An ancient brick out of a coloured pavement

discovered in August last in making an excavation near the entrance 
to Tynemouth barrack yard. Sept. 1841.

Vol. iv, p. 2. An impression of a seal found in a stone coffin
in Tynemouth castle yard in the year. 1843.. June 1844.

These may seem of little interest in themselves, and give 
proof of no more than sporadic d igging. It is of greater



interest to find that the curtain wall on the south side of 
the south court was demolished when the approach to the 
north pier was made in 18 51, and that Mr. Henry Turner 
presented to the society in October of that year a sheet of 
drawings of carved stones collected by him out of the 
curtain w all.35

In 1852, Captain Andrews of the Tynemouth garrison 
carried out more systematic excavations of the priory site. 
The Newcastle Antiquaries minute book records that on 
the 7th Ju ly  of that year Mr. Sidney Gibson read a paper 
to the society detailing the discoveries of Captain Andrews. 
The donation lists in Arch. A e l .1 iv , record gifts made to 
the society by Captain Andrews of various objects found 
by him in these investigations:

P. 19. Some tiles and painted glass. Feb. 1853.
P. 19. Fragment of an Anglo-Saxon cross. Lower portion of a 

sepulchral slab with cross, key and shears on it. March 1853.
P. 20. Fragments of stained glass. July 1853.
On page 16 of the same list is described the donation of the 

three spandrels, supposed to have come from the lady chapel, which 
were given by Mr. George Rippon in April 1852. Mr. Rippon kept 
a fourth which was in the garden of South Preston Lodge in the 
earlier part of the present century, while three others were left on 
the site.

In the plan in the previous volume,36 the Old Barne 
on the north of the site should read the Oat Barn. The 
two-storied building, immediately in front of the choir in 
the drawing by Francis Place, was the store house, vaulted 
over with stone with a garner above. On the Elizabethan 
plan it is difficult to make out whether the roughly written 
designation is cow house or corn house. An engraving, 
“  Tynemouth Castle & Bathing P la c e / '37 by W . le Petit, 
from a picture by Thomas Allom, shows the south court

35 Arch. Ael.1 iv, donations, p. 15 .
36 Arch. AelA x i i i ,  13 8 .
37 Westmorland, Cumberland, Durham, and Northumberland, illus

trated, by Allom, Pickering and Rose, 1833, p. 107.



•and the south curtain wall shortly before the latter was 
demolished. T o  the left of the square tower the outer wall 
appears to have already fallen away, and to have been 
replaced by a stronger wall higher up. Dangerous looking 
cracks are shown in the south court, so that it seems likely 
that this might have fallen away with the curtain wall if it 
had not been cut away a few years later for the approach 
to the pier.
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