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The families of Muschamp of Northumberland and 
Derbyshire appear to have taken their name from Musk- 
ham in'Nottingham shire.

ROBERT 1.
The earliest record of a Muschamp of W ooler occurs 

in' a writ of H enry I, addressed to Aluric and Liu lf, 
sheriffs of Northumberland, and witnessed by R anulf the 
chancellor, commanding them to do justice to Ranulf, 
bishop of Durham (1099-1128), concerning the land of 
R oss (in the chapelry of Belford), which Robert of M us
champ had occupied to the prejudice of saint Cuthbert and 
his church. The date of the writ is about 1107 or 110 8 .1

1 AA4 vn, 54; RND, app. 729, citing Leland, Coll. n, p. 389. The 
date "cannot be earlier than February, 1107, when Ranulf succeeded 
Waldric in the chancellorship/' and probably not later than 1108 (AA, 
loc. cit.).



About the same time queen Maud addressed a writ to 
N igel d ’Albini commanding that he should let R an u lf the 
bishop have full right from Robert of Muschamp concern
ing the lands which he had taken to the prejudice of saint 
Cuthbert, including R oss and other land which Muschamp 
occupied after the agreement which was made between 
bishop W illiam  and Robert, earl of Northumberland, “  as 
bishop R anulf will be able to show that bishop W illiam , 
his predecessor, remained seised thereof.” 2

From  this it would appear that bishop R anulf Flam- 
bard had never been in possession of Ross, but that bishop 
W illiam  of St. Calais (1080-96) had been in possession as. 
a result of an agreement between him and earl Robert, 
probably following the issue of a writ of king W illiam  II 
to the earl between 1091 and 1095, commanding that the 
bishop should be seised of the land of R oss “ as he was 
seised on that day on which he departed from me from 
W indsor for w rath.” 3 Robert of Muschamp therefore 
took possession of R oss during the vacancy of the see 
between 1096 and 1099.

Robert of Muschamp is only known from the records 
above described, unless he can be identified with Robert 
of Muschamp steward of Gilbert of Gaunt, to whom Gilbert 
is said to have granted the manor of Ilkeston in Derby
shire in the reign of Henry I. This statement is con
tained in the Gresley Register, in an account of the 
descent of the fam ily of Cantalupe.4 No connection has 
been traced between the family owning Ilkeston and the 
Northumbrian Muschamps, but the frequent occurrence of 
the same Christian names in both families seems to indicate 
that they were related.

Robert of Muschamp was probably the father of

2 Mon. i, 242; RND, p. 196; AA4 vii, 54.
3 AA4 v i i ,  37.
4 Registrum Prioratus de Gresley, Mon. vi, p. 13. This account con

tains several inaccuracies. In Dickinson, Antiquities of Nottingham, 
it is used to construct a pedigree of Cantalupe, missing one generation 
and assigning Gilbert’s grant of Ilkeston to the time of William the Con
queror. The pedigree is at the end of vol. 1.



Thomas, Reynold and Cicely of Muschamp, though direct 
evidence of this is lacking.

THOMAS I.
Prior to 1 13 1  Thomas of Muschamp, lord of the barony 

of Wooler, entered religion, and on becoming a monk of 
Durham gave to saint Cuthbert the vill of Heatherslaw, 
in the parish of Ford, giving seisin of the land by offering 
his sword at the altar. Absolon, afterwards prior of 
Durham (1154-56), was present when this was done.5

Reyn old  (Reginald).
Thomas of Muschamp was succeeded by his brother 

R eynold ,6 who occurs in the Northumberland pipe roll 
of 1 1 3 1  as paying twenty shillings for a fugator that he 
might hold his lands in peace.7 W ith Reynold of Mus
champ we have the earliest evidence of the association of 
his fam ily with the royal House of Scotland. He was 
present when earl David, about the year 1120, gave his 
charter to Selkirk abbey,8 and his name occurs among the 
witnesses to an inquisition made by the earl relating to 
the lands of the see of G lasgow .9

K in g  Stephen when at Durham, probably in 1138 , 
commanded Reynold and his sister Cecilia to render to 
saint Cuthbert his lands of Heatherslaw, as they had 
been given by Thomas of Muschamp, their brother, 
whose heirs they were, when he became a monk of that 
saint.10

Reynold died between the years 1138  and 1156 .

5 RND, 784, p. 141.
6 Not Ranulf as in NCH xi, at p. 308. .
7 Mag. Rot. Scacc. (ed. Hunter), p. 35; Hodg., col. 1.
8 Liber de Calchou, p. 3.
9 Regist rum Episcopatus Glasguensis, p. 5. It has been suggested 

that the list of witnesses appearing in the enrolment of this inquisition 
was added by the thirteenth-century writer of the register, though all 
the names are those of personages associated with David when he was 
earl (Lawrie, Early Scottish Charters, p. 299).

10 RND, 781, p. 141.



246  THE FAMILY OF MUSCHAMP, BARONS OF WOOLER 

CECILIA AND STEPHEN OF BULMER.
A s in the case of the lands of Ross, the vill of Heathers

law remained in the hands of the Muschamp fam ily, not
withstanding the issue of royal commands. On the death 
of Reynold the barony came to Cecilia, his sister, and 
Stephen of Bulmer, her husband, whom she had married 
before 1 145.11

In connection with the dispute concerning Heatherslaw, 
Absolon, prior of Durham (1154-56) and a monk of Dur
ham, wrote to the sheriffs of Northumberland as follows :

Absolon, prior of the church of Durham and A., a monk of the 
same church, to the sheriffs of Northumberland and to all who shall 
hear these letters, greeting. You shall know that we were present 
and saw that Thomas of Muschamp gave in alms to saint Cuthbert 
the vill of Heatherslaw with its appurtenances, and by his sword 
enfeoffed the said blessed saint, to wit, Cuthbert, and we are‘lawful 
witnesses thereof, ready to prove this by all manner of means. And 
we would have come on the day assigned by Stephen of Bulmer, 
but that we were detained by infirmity. We pray therefore that 110 
one refuse our testimony, for we say what is true and in this we are 
witnesses of the truth. Farewell.12

Paym ents by Stephen of Bulmer are recorded in the 
Northumberland pipe rolls for 1158  and 116 1 ,  and on 
the Chancellor’s roll for 1162 a payment by him of five 
marks for scutage is recorded, which at one mark per fee 
represents five knights’ fees.13 In 1165 he paid for scutage 

15s. 8d., which seems to represent an agreed assess
ment" for three and two-thirds knights’ fees at one mark 
and the cost of the hire of seven soldiers at 15s. 3d. each, 
i.e. a penny a day each for half a year o r '183 d ays.14

In 1166, Stephen, in common with all other tenants in 
chief, made a return of his holding in which he says that 
he has five knights enfeoffed of ancient feoffment since the

11 Their son Thomas was holding a knight's fee in 1166, see i>ost.
12 RND, 784, p. 141.
13 Great Roll of the Pipe (ed. Hunter), p. 177; Hodg., col. 3; 4 PRS, 

p. 23; Hodg., col. 5.
14 8 PRS, p. 28, where the amount is given as £7 us. 8d. Hodg., 

col. 8, gives £7 15s. 8d., which is probably correct.



days of Henry, the k in g ’s grandfather, and has himself 
enfeoffed one and three-quarters knights’ fees of new 
feoffment, “  because I dwell on the marches of your king
dom, and very often have need of trustworthy m en.”  Of 
the new feoffments his son Thomas held one knight’s fee.15

Notwithstanding the fact that he had returned his hold
ing as containing five knights’ fees of old feoffment, and 
had paid scutage on five fees in 1162, Stephen was only 
charged for four fees in the aid for m arrying the k in g ’s 
daughter Maud, in 116 8 ,16 and all subsequent records, 
excepting the scutage of 1172 , show the barony to be one 
of four fees. He was charged £ 1  3s. 4d. on the newly 
created fees, the payment of which he resisted, as did many 
others in like case. The sum was ultimately accounted for 
by the sheriff in 1 17 2 ,17 in which year also Thomas, son 
of Stephen of Bulmer, paid one hundred shillings for 
scutage. Stephen therefore died in or before the year 117 2 , 
but no charge for relief or fine on the succession of Thom as 
appears in the pipe rolls. Stephen’s widow, Cecilia, 
survived him and died about the year 118 0 .18

B y  an undated charter, given probably not long before 
his death, Stephen and his wife Cecilia, and their son 
and heir Thomas, made a grant of tithes and land to the 
monastery of Lindisfarne, of which the following is a 
translation :

This is the covenant between the monks of the church of Lindis
farne and between the lord Stephen of Bulmer and Cecilia, his wife, 
and Thomas, their heir, concerning the chapel of Lowick, that is 
to say, that the monks of Helande (Holy Island) shall have tithes 
of all things from the court of Lowick and from the vill, from the 
things of which tithes are payable, and one half a carucate of land, 
and a toft in Lowick and another in Barmoor.

This covenant having been made in the presence of the lord 
(Stephen), the lady Cecilia came to Helande, with Aschetin, the

15 Liber Rubeus (RS), p. 440; Hodg., col. 303, who prints “  maneriis ”  
for marchis.

16 12 PRS, p. 171.
17 18 PRS, p. 6.
18 29 PRS, p. 147.



seneschal, in the place of and by the command of his lord, and they 
offered the said chapel and the aforesaid tithes with the said land and 
tofts to God and to saint Cuthbert and the monks.

Attached to the deed is the knife which was given by 
Cecilia, no doubt at the altar of Lindisfarne priory, in 
token of livery of seisin.19

Stephen of Bulmer is said to have been a son of Ansketil 
of Bulmer, sheriff of Y ork . Cecilia of Muschamp was his 
second wife as he had a son Robert who must have been 
the issue of a former marriage. H is two sons Robert and 
Thomas appear together as witnesses to a grant by Hugh 
of Malebise to R ievau lx abbey.20

Stephen himself, with Thomas of Muschamp his heir, 
confirmed an agreement as to a fishery in Tees between 
R ievaulx abbey and W alter of Stainesby.21 A s uncle of 
Robert of Mesnil he witnessed a grant of the latter to 
Guisborough abbey22 and he occurs as witness to a charter 
of W illiam  of Esturm y, relating to land at Sexhow in 
Yorksh ire.23

THOMAS II.
Stephen’s son Thomas, who, as we have seen, had 

adopted his mother’s surname during his father’s life
time, married Maud, who is said to have been a daughter 
of W illiam  of Vescy, son of Eustace fitz John, lord of 
Alnwick. The only known ground for this statement is 
the fact that in 1 242  Chillingham and Hebburn, members 
of the Vescy fief, were held by Robert of Muschamp by 
free m arriage,24 and it is clear that a Muschamp had 
married a Vescy. W illiam  of V escy’s son and heir, Eustace, 
was only fourteen when his father died in 1 1 8 3 ,  and as 
Thom as of Muschamp died probably before 1 1 7 7 ,  leaving

19 RND, 766.
20 Rievaulx Chartulary, p. 44, no. 75.
21 Ibid., p. 221, no. 315.
22 Guisborough Chartulary, p. 80, no. 714.
23 EYC, no. 692. The date is c. 1160-72*
24 Booh of Fees, 11, 1119.



issue three adult sons, it seems reasonable to assume that 
if his wife was a de Vescy she was not a daughter of 
W illiam . It is more probable that the wife of Robert, the 
eldest son of Thomas, whose name was also Maud, was 
a daughter of W illiam  of Vescy.

Am ong the Durham Treasury deeds is a grant by 
Thomas of Muschamp of land in Bowsdon (Bollesdon) to 
saint Cuthbert and a grant of a rent probably also issuing 
out of Bowsdon lands,25 also three grants to saint Cuthbert 
by Thomas of Bollesdon, among the objects of which are 
the safety of the body and soul of Thomas of Muschamp 
and Maud his w ife.26 The dating of these deeds is difficult, 
but they were probably all given between 1160 and 1172 , 
when Thomas was tenant of one knight’s fee of his father’s 
barony.

When in 117 3  young king Henry rebelled against his 
father, Thomas of Muschamp joined the rebel forces under 
king W illiam .of Scotland.27 After the defeat and capture 
of the Scottish king at Alnwick in 1174, Thomas escaped 
and fled to Scotland and his lands were forfeited to the 
k in g,28 who granted them to Odinel of Umfraville for life.

After Odinel of Umfraville died in 118 1 or 1182 the 
estates reverted to the king, and the sheriff of Northumber
land rendered account of ^ 3 5  is . 6d. of the issues of the 
lands in Northumberland, and the sheriff of Yorkshire 
accounted for ^ 4  10s. for the farm of Etton, for half a 
year, which Odinel of Um fraville had held of the fee of 
Thomas of Muschamp.26

From Michaelmas 1183 to Easter 1184 the sheriff of 
Northumberland accounted for lands of Thomas of Mus-

25 .RND, 771, 767. The seal of Thomas of Muschamp attached to
no. 771 bears a canting device of seven flies. (AA3 vi, nl vm  c )

26 RND, 768, 769, 770. P
27 Benedict (RS) i, pp. 47, 48.
28 In 1175 the sheriff of Yorkshire accounted for £g 10s. from the lands 

of Thomas of Muschamp in Yorkshire and for other sums from lands of 
other enemies of the king, and for £16 gs. nd. from the lands of Thomas 
for several “ perquisitions/' 2 PRS, pp. 172, 173

« 3I PRS, pp. 37, 49-



champ,30 after which Adam of Carliol took charge until 
Easter 118 5 . Carliol stocked the lands with

by the view of Ralph fitz Main and Simon of Lucker.31 
The gross income for the year was returned at £ 6 8  1 is . 1 id . 
and for the following half year, when; the management of the 
estates was transferred to Hugh of Neville, at ^ 3 4  5s. gd.32

Detailed accounts are not given in the rolls for 1186, 
but under the heading “  Land of Tomas of Muscamp in 
Yorkshire and Northumberland M Hugh of Nevill renders 
account for ^ 10 4  10s. 3d. for the farm of the lands of the 
said Tom as in Yorkshire.33 The entry is at the end of 
the pipe roll for Northumberland, its position there in
dicating the enormity of the offence for which the lands 
were forfeited to the k ing.34

There are no more such accounts on the rolls, and it 
seems probable that the lands were restored to Robert son 
of Thomas of Muschamp in 1186 or 1187 . Robert was 
charged 200 marks for relief and fine of his lands in the 
fiscal year 1189-90,35 which he paid in 1194, less ^ 2 8  7s. 4d. 
for goods which had been sold by Hugh of N evill.36

There is no evidence that Thomas of Muschamp was 
pardoned or resumed possession of his lands in England,

30 33 PRS, p. 51.
31 33 PRS, p. 155. The account is entered in the pipe roll for Surrey. 

A further charge of ^25 8s. 6d. for cultivating the land was allowed to 
the sheriff at Easter 1185, probably relating to the time before Carliol 
took charge. 34 PRS, p. 149.

32 34 PRS, p. 11
33 36 PRS, p. 125.
34 ' ‘ De hiis tamen excidentibus hujus tercii generis non supra post 

firmas sed infra post omnia placita compoti hunt ante catalla fugitivorum, 
ut ipsa quoque- locorum posicione videantur pro enormibus culpis 
deliquentium ad fiscum pertinentia.”  Dialogus de Scaccario, 11, x.

35 36 PRS, p. 21.
38 5 PRS (NS), p. 133- *

66 oxen
32 cows and 2 bulls 
1 1  farm horses 

500 sheep 
15 riding mares 
22 sows

costing ^ 1 8  3 o
„  8 7 . 0

2 4 0
2 2  IO O



or that he ever returned to England after his flight in 1174 . 
Such evidence as is available indicates that he remained in 
Scotland, where we find him-in attendance at the Scottish 
k ing’s court, and that he had probably died by 117 7 . He 
witnessed in Scotland

(i) K in g  W illiam ’s charter to Melrose abbey, given 
at R oxburgh .37

(ii) A  grant by Patric of R idale to Melrose abbey.38 
(Hi) A  charter of king W illiam  confirming to the

monastery of Cambuskenneth a grant made by 
countess Ada, the k in g ’s mother, of one mark of 
the farm of the burgh of Crail, for a light; given 
at Linlithgow .39 

It is not known whether Maud, the wife of Thomas, 
survived him or not. In, a pedigree printed in T ate ’s 
History of A ln w ick ,40 the following occurs :

William de Vescy= . . .

Maud = Thomas de Muscocampo
Thomas de Bollesdon gave land son of Stephen de Bulmer and 
for the health of Thomas de Mus- Cecilia de Muscocampo. Died 30
champs and for the health of Hen. II, 1184. Land of William
Maud his wife. de Vescy. Adam Carduil renders
Remarried to Adam de Carliol. account, etc., and for the re

stocking of land which was 
Thomas de Muscamp's. Barony 
of Vescy. Robert de Muschamp 
holds by frank marriage (Testa 
de Nevill).

37 Liber de Metros, 1, p. 12, no. 13. Of the other witnesses Walter 
of Bidun, chancellor, was king William's chancellor from 1171 to 1178, 
and Walter fitz Alan, dapifer, died in 1177 according to the Chronicle of 
Melrose (p. 88), though the Holy rood Chronicle gives the year 1178. 
Walter fitz Alan was a lay brother of Melrose, much esteemed by the 
brethren, and the date given in the Melrose Chronicle is no doubt correct.

38 Liber de Melros, 1, p. 151*, no. 166*. Of the other witnesses, 
Jocelin,  ̂bishop of Glasgow, was bishop from 1175 to 1199, and Ralph 
abbot “  de Cubro," succeeded Fulk abbot of Coupar in 1771 and died 
in 1189.

39 Charters of Cambuskenneth (Grampian Club), p. 88, Walter of 
Bidun, chancellor (1171-78) is the first witness.

40 Vol. 1, p. 407, from Brit. Mus. Harl. MS. 1487.



Adam of Carliol had custody in 1184 of the lands of 
W illiam  of Vescy (who died in 1183), as well as the 
escheated lands of Thomas of Muschamp, and his accounts 
for both estates are entered in the rolls for that year.41 
This fact has led the compiler of the pedigree to conclude 
that Maud was a daughter of W illiam  of Vescy, and that 
Adam of Carliol was her second husband. The statement 
is repeated by Raine42 and by Farrer.43

ROBERT 11.
Thomas had three sons, Robert, W illiam  and Stephen. 

W illiam  and Stephen witnessed their father’s grant of a 
rent to Durham priory above referred to,44 and Robert and 
Stephen his brother are the first witnesses to a quitclaim 
of land in Ingleby in Yorkshire, to Guisborough abbey.45

Robert, the eldest son of Thomas, had a son also 
called Robert, who died in 1250, and Robert the elder 
married a lady whose Christian name was Maud, the same 
as that of her mother-in-law. These facts, coupled with 
the paucity of charter evidences, make it difficult to deal 
in a satisfactory way with the chronology of this part of 
the pedigree.

It has been suggested that Robert, the son of Thomas, 
was dead before 1190, and that the Robert who in that year 
was charged with relief was the grandson, who died in 
1250.46 This, though not impossible, is unlikely, for the 
Robert who was charged with relief in 1190 was un
doubtedly then of age, while two of the three daughters 
of Robert the grandson were not born until about 1230 
and 12 3 1.

No doubt it was Robert, son of Thomas, after he had

41 33 PRS, p. 155. The accounts for the Muschamp lands have been 
already mentioned.

42 RND, p. 266.
43 EYC, 11, p. 128. “  She married, in or after 1190, Adam de Car

lisle."
44 RND, 767.
45 Guisborough Chartulary, p. 286, no. 1100; EYC, no. 720.
46 NCH, xi, p. 306; EYC, 11, p. 128.



succeeded to his father’s estates, who attested as first 
witness the grant to Guisborough abbey above mentioned, 
his brother Stephen being also a witness.47 It was prob
ably also the same Robert who witnessed the grant of 
Bakstanford by bishop Hugh to Henry of Puiset, which 
dates between 119 1 and 119 4 ,48 and who was one of the 
sureties for Gilbert Delaval when he was fined49 after the 
colloquium  of magnates at Leicester in May, 120 1, when 
they decided not to join the levy for France until king 
John restored to them their rights.50

In 1208, however, the widow Maud of Muschamp 
obtained exemption from being compelled to marry, on 
payment of five hundred marks and five palfreys. A  con
dition was imposed that if she wished to marry she should 
inform the king, but that she might marry at will so long 
as her husband was not one of the k in g ’s enemies. The 
whole amount was paid within two years.51

A t about the same time, during the vacancy of the see 
of Durham (1208-1210) caused by the death of bishop 
Philip of Poitiers, the men of Norhamshire and Island- 
shire made a return in which they stated that the lady 
Maud of Muschamp held the vill of Ross in dower, by 
the service of half a knight’s fee.52

It is very improbable that these records refer to M aud:. 
the widow of Thomas of Muschamp, and it may be 
assumed that Robert' 11 his son died in or before, and 
presumably not long before, 1208, survived by his wife 
Maud and that he was succeeded by his son Robert 111, 
though there is no evidence on the pipe rolls of a succes
sion at this time.53

47 Guisborough Chartulary, p. 286, no. m o .
48 Finchale Chartulary, p. 8.
49 Rotulus de oblatibus et Finibus, p. 112 .
50 Hoveden, iv, p. 161.
51 Hodg., cols. 102, 104, 107.
52 Book of Fees, 1, p. 27.
53 The name Robert of Muscamp occurs in the pipe rolls for North

umberland almost every year at this period, but no charge for relief or 
fine is enrolled.

For a grant made probably by Robert 11 of land in Heatherslaw, see



ROBERT III.
Robert the son of Robert i i , and grandson of Thomas i i , 

was probably the holder of the barony of W ooler men
tioned in the return of tenants in chief of 12 12 , where he 
is returned as holding by four knights’ fees.54

In three documents in the Melrose Chartulary, the date 
of which lies between 12 17  and 122 1, Robert 111 is styled 
Robert, son of Robert of Muscamp. In the first of these 
he grants the lands of Trolhope in Hethpool to Melrose 
abbey, for (among others) the souls of his lords Henry, 
Richard and John, kings of England, and for the health 
of his lord king H enry.55 This is accompanied by a letter56 
in which he states that he has asked to witness his charter 
his very dear lords and friends master Alan the arch
deacon,57 the Dean and Chapter of Northumberland, his 
lord Patric with his son Patric,58 R oger of Merlay, R oger 
Bertram, Odinel of Forde, Hugh of Morwick and others, 
The third document is a deed in the nature of a  covenant 
for quiet enjoyment of the Trolhope lands, with a grant to 
the monks of the right to keep mastiffs (canes mastivos) 
for watching their stock (averia) and to use horns for calling 
to each other on the moors (cornua ad se invicem  coor- 
tandos). T h is deed is attested by the principal witnesses 
to the original grant.59

Newcastle Record Series, p .  93. He was engaged in litigation with 
Robert of Stutevill concerning lands in Yorkshire in 1206. Rot. de Obi. 
et Fin., p. 356.

54 Book of Fees, 1, p. 200.
55 Liber de Melros, 1, p. 267, no. 305. The limits of the date are fixed 

by the attestation of Alan the archdeacon (see below) and the fact that 
a dispute which arose about the tithes of Trolhope, between the houses 
of Kirkham and Melrose, was settled (in the church of St. Nicholas, 
Newcastle) in 1223 in pursuance of a command from Pope Honorius, 
dated 21 May, 1222 (ibid., p. 270, no. 308).

56 Ibid., p. 269, no. 306.
57 Alan of Lenne, archdeacon of Northumberland, succeeded Richard 

de Marisco when the latter became bishop of Worcester in 1217.
58 Patric, earl of Dunbar, who died in 1231, and Patric his son who 

succeeded him as earl.
59 Liber de Melros, 1, p. 269, no. 207. There is also one undated 

deed in the Durham Treasury in which Robert is styled the son of Robert 
RND, 678.



Jt was probably at this time that Robert of Muscamp 
granted to God and the monks and brethren of the. church 
of saint M ary of Newminster that if their wild horses (equi 
silvestres) or other animals strayed unguarded from their 
Cheviot moors to his land, he would not impound them, 
but would return them ; this he did in order that he might 
be a participator to the full in all the benefits conferred by 
the house of Newminster for ever.60

The terms of the grant by king Henry II of the 
Muschamp estates to Odinel of Um fravill after the rebel
lion of 117 3  are not known. The Um fravills appear to 
have claimed that it was a grant in fee, and not merely 
for life, for in 1226 Richard of Um fravill was plaintiff in 
a plea of land against Robert of Muschamp.61 No record 
has been found of the subsequent progress of the action 
until 1239, when on the octave of St. John the Baptist 
(1 Ju ly) a grand assize was to have been held between 
Gilbert of Um fravill, son of Richard, and Robert of 
Muschamp, concerning the manors of W ooler, Hethpool, 
Lowick and Belford, but was adjourned because no knights 
attended.62 Ultimately Um fravill abandoned his claim, 
and by a fine levied on 13 October 1241, the manors were 
confirmed to Muschamp, in consideration of a gift by him 
to Um fravill of one sore sparrowhawk.63

Between 1221 and 1229 Robert executed a deed of con
firmation of lands in Howburn which is to be specially 
noted as bearing the' first seal of the fam ily with a heraldic

60 Newminster Chartulary, p. 80. The grant was made “  ut sim plene 
particeps omnium bonorum que fient in domo Novi Monasterii in per- 
petuum."

To the time of Robert in must be assigned some of the Muschamp 
deeds enrolled in Brit. Mus. Harl. MS. 1448, printed in Foster, Visita
tions of Northumberland, p. 91, which have been wrongly assigned to 
the fourteenth century by J . C. Hodgson in Berwickshire Natural History 
Club Transactions, xxn, p. 98.

61 Richard of Umfravill puts in his place Hugh of Chaucumbe v. 
Robert of Muschans in a plea of land. Curia Regis Roll 95, Easter 10, 
Hen. Ill; Northumberland Pleas, p. 89, no. 287. Richard of Umfravill 
died between April and November 1226.

62 Curia Regis Roll 120. Trinity 23, Hen. Ill; Northumberland Pleas, 
p. 119, no. 390.

63 10 Newcastle Record Series, p. 67, no. 161.



device.64 The device consists of three bars and a chief.
Records of the Muschamp fam ily as owners of land in 

vScotland are not numerous. In 1230 Robert of Muschamp 
granted land and a mill in Hassington in Berwickshire, to 
Boidinus de A rgu (A rgyll?). The grant was made at the 
court of king Henry III , and Boidinus did homage in the 
royal presence; at the same time Muschamp gave his 
manor of Chillingham  in pledge until full seisin could be 
given of the land in Scotland.65

Gilia, sister of Robert, had married W illiam  Laundells, 
lord of Hounam, to whom Maud her mother gave land at 
Hassington with her daughter in free m arriage.66 W illiam 
died in 122767 without issue.68

Two grants of land in Hassington were made by 
Robert to master W illiam  of Greenlaw (Grenlau). One of 
these comprised land which had been given by Robert’s 
mother, Maud, to W illiam , son of John, in free marriage 
with her daughter Gilia. The deed provides that if it 
shall happen that foreign service shall cease to be payable 
by Robert and his heirs for the vill of Hassington for the 
reason that an heir shall be born to Malise, earl of Strat- 
hern and M argery, Robert’s daughter and the earl’s wife, 
then W illiam  of Greenlaw and his heirs should pay yearly 
to Robert and his heirs one pound of pepper or six pence.69

The other grant to W illiam  of Greenlaw was of land in 
Hassington which had belonged to Nicholas of Eghetofft 
and to Gilia, Robert’s sister, bounded in part by a division 
made by Maud of Muschamp between her land and G ilia ’s

64 RND, 674; Blair, Durham Seals, no. 1848.
65 Patent Rolls 1225-32, p. 382; Close Rolls 1227-31, p. 508.
66 Liber de Melros, 1, p. 206, no. 232. William Laundells was William, 

son of John, son of Orm of Hounam. (Ibid., pp. 127-133.)
67 Chronicle of Melrose, p. 141.
68 Liber de Melros, 1, p. 246, no. 279.
69 Liber de Melros, 1, p. 207, no. 233. The deed was executed at 

some date between 1227, when the land reverted to Robert of Muscamp 
on the death of William, son of John, without issue, and 1245 when 
Muriel the eldest daughter of the earl and countess of Strathern was 
bom. William of Greenlaw was at one time clerk to Walter, bishop of 
Glasgow. (Ibid., no. 45.)



marriage portion. Am ong the witnesses are Patric, earl 
of Dunbar, and Robert his son; the deed therefore was 
made before 12 3 1, the year in which Patric 1, earl of 
Dunbar, died.70

Robert of Muschamp, “  a man of great repute in the 
northern parts of E n g lan d / ’ died in Ju ly , 1250,71 and was 
buried at M elrose.72 He was survived by his widow 
Isabella who subsequently married Richard Morin (whom 
she also survived), and was living in 1269.73

On 30th October, 1250, the king took homage, of Malise, 
earl of Strathern, who had married M argery, a daughter 
and one of the heirs of Robert of Muschamp, of W illiam  
of Huntercumb, who had married Isabella, another 
daughter and heir, and of Adam of W iggeton, who had 
married Isabella of Ford, the third heir, who was daughter 
of Cecilia, daughter of Robert of Muschamp, who had 
married Odinel of Ford, junior, and predeceased her 
father.74 '

70 Liber de Melros, I, p. 206, no. 232. 'Seal, ibid., pi. x, no. 2; AA3 
21, p. 38.

71 Eodem anno (1250) circa festum Sancte Margarete obiit Robertus 
de Muschamp, vir magni nominis in partibus Anglie borealibus. Matthew 
Paris, Chronica Majora, v, p. 174.

, 72 Melrose Chronicle, p. 178,' . . .
73 Northumberland Assize Rolls, p. 13.
74 Excerpt a e Rot. -Fin., 11, p. 90.

R


