
B y  E r i c  a n d  M a r g a r e t  B i r l e y .

[R e a d  on 23rd Feb ruary  1938.]

T h e  fo llow ing abbreviations are em ployed :

■ A A 3> 4=Avchceologia A elian a, 3rd~4th series.
A C  =  Archceologia C am brensis.
C W 2 =  Cum berland and W estm orland Transactions, new series.

F o r  references in the section on figured sam ian w are, see the list 
of abbreviation s in A  A 4 x m  2 4 2 -3 . W ell-know n excavation-reports  
are cited  b y  the nam e of the place in  italics', it  will be convenient 
to note here th a t H ig h  H ou se  and A p p letree  turrets and T hrop  
fort are published in C W 2 x i i i ;  the p ottery from  H ard k n o t  in C W 2 
x x i ; th a t from  B ird o sw a ld  in C W 2 x x x ;  H altw histle B u r n  fort in- 
A A 3 v ;  and the Corbridge i q i i  p ottery  in A A 3 v i i i .

T h e third report on excavations at Chesterholm  grew 
to such a size that it was necessary to hold over the section 
dealing with the interesting series of coarse pottery that 
came from  the early  ditches on site B , to the west of the 
ex istin g  fo rt,1 and from the deposit below the north ram­
p art.2 W e now present an account of that series, together 
with some of the samian ware found in 19 31 but not pub­
lished hitherto. Such an account must necessarily be a 
technical one, of interest m ainly to specialists; but the 
group is the first clearly defined one, of the period before 
the bu ild ing o f H ad rian ’s W all, found in this district and 
published since the appearance of M r. B u sh e-F o x ’s report

1 A A 4 v i i i  202-4, ]X 2 17 -19 .
2 A A 4 x in  24 1-2 .
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on some early deposits exam ined at C orbridge in i g i i ,  and 
as such its value to specialists is considerable. Taken in 
conjunction with the fresh material from  C orbridge, pub­
lished later in this volum e, it provides a far wider basis 
for d istinguish ing pre-H adrianic pottery than has hitherto 
been available in the north of B rita in ; a brief glance at 
any of the reports on sites on the Antonine W all show s that 
the attribution of unstratified pieces to the A grico lan  period 

.can be extended considerably in the light of this new 
criterion : for exam ple, no trace of an A grico lan  fort was 
found at B alm uildyy and it has been supposed that the 
site of that fort w as not occupied by the R om an s until the 
time of Antoninus P iu s ; but the number of Balm uildy 
types represented in this deposit, or that at C orbridge, but 
not on H ad rian ’s W all, is sufficient to demonstrate early  
occupation there. T h is , however, is not the place to 
enlarge on such a  point, which dem ands detailed atten­
tion later, and in another p la c e ; here we content ourselves 
with presenting a description of the series from Chester­
holm, adding such references as w ill suffice to illustrate 
the commonness, rarity, or dating of individual types.

A . F ig u red  sam ian  (fig. i).
1 . (F S  8o3 : north-w est angle of stone fort.) F ragm en t show ing  

only the closing straigh t w reath , w ith  w a v y  line above. T h e w reath  
is com posed of four grouped and ribbed leaves in series; it  w as first 
used b y  PASSENVS (cf. A A 4 vi ii , fig. 7, 8 and p. 206, also from  
Chesterholm , and references) and later b y  L.COSIVS (K norr 1919., 
2 5, 32  and B reco n , S  55) and MOMMO ( J R S  iv ,  pi. 11 2); this piece, 
like N e w  stead, pi. xliii  i , should p ro b ab ly be attributed to the  
latter, Vespasianic, potter.

2. (F S  5 7 :  site B , E - W  d it c h .) . T h ree pieces from  a bow l b y  a  
F la v ia n  potter w hom  it does not y e t  seem possible to iden tify. T h e  
ovolo  w ith tongue bent to left occurs on a piece from  B reco n , 
S  64, w ith , the sam e ribbed festoon, deer running to left, and dog  
to left (D . 928, here lacking its head and forefeet);, the festoon  
and p en dan t , w ith  the enclosed pair of dart ornam ents, recur on a  
piece from  R o ttw e il  ( 19 12 ,  pi. xvi i i  7, 8) w h ich ,, how ever, has a



different ovolo, while another piece from  the sam e site ( 1 9 1 2 ,  pi. 
x v i i i  2) has the sam e ovo lo , festoon, and p a rt of the sam e stag  to 
righ t w ith  h ead turned b ackw ard  (D. 859). T h e latter ty p e  w as 
used" b y  a t  least eight different potters (K n o rr 19 19 , .p. 2 7 , fig. 13 ),  
b u t none of them  can be equated w ith  the m aker of this piece and  
the parallels from  B recon  and R o ttw eil.

3 .  ( F S  5 6 :  site B ,  from  a sleeper-trench w ithin  the angle of the 
ditch .) A  large piece from  a bow l in the style  of M E R C A T O ; the 
follow ing of its typ es are given under M E R C A T O  b y  K n o rr ( 19 19 ,  
p i. 5 7 ) ;  b e stia riu s . (D . 59 5), goose (D. 1009), straight w reath , 
“ g ra ss/*  clum ps of leaves, curl centring in rosette, and pendant.* 
M a n y  of these typ es were also used b y  B I R A G I L L V S , whose work  
cannot a lw a y s be distinguished from  th a t of M E R C A T O . I t  is not 
clear w h eth er the ovolo is m issing owing to too drastic attach m en t  
of the rim , or whether, as occasionally happened in the F la via n  
period, it  w as dispensed w ith  intentionally.

4. ( F S  6 6 : site B , unstratified.) Sm all fragm ent, show ing the 
bestiarius, D . 6 34, and com er sprigs of the typ e often used, on 
late F la v ia n  bow ls (cf. A A 4 x m , p. 246).

5 . ( F S  5 9 :  site B , E - W  ditch.) Coarse, late F la v ia n  exam ple  
of a w inding scroll, w ith  low er straight w reath  as in no. 3 .

6. ( F S  5 5 :  s it e .B , from  the N -S  ditch.) T w o . pieces from  a  
bow l in a style  sim ilar to th at of C O R N V T V S , according to Ja co b s  
( "  Sigillatafu n de aus einem rom ischen K eller zu Bregenz ”  in Ja h r - 
b u c h fiir . A ltertu m sk u n d e  v t, p'. 17 8 ); the ovolo  w ith  pendant bent 
to right, Ju p ite r  (D . 6), m an w ith scroll (D. 5 1 0 , and cf. A A 4 x m ,  
p. 24 5), corner sprigs  as in no. 4, sm all Silenus  (D. 323) an d-sm all 
charioteers  to le ft and righ t described in A A 4 x m  2 4 5, all recur on 
the bow l figured b y  Ja co b s, pi. 11 13 ,  and assigned to the school of 
th a t potter. C f. also W alters, B ritish  M useum  Catalogue , M  5 2 3  (a 
piece v e r y  close in la y-o u t to the present exam ple); C a e rh u n . (A C  
1 9 3 1 )  S  38  (w ith a low er w reath  as in no. 3 a n d  the stag looking 
b a ck w a rd  as in no. 2 above). W e  are not aw are of a n y  Scottish ' 
exam ple of this late So u th  G aulish school.

7 . ( F S  6 0 : site B ,  from  E - W  ditch.) T h e forelegs appearing  
over conven tion al grass-tufts  are probab ly those of a sm all bull 
to right, such as occurs on a late F la v ia n  piece a t Caerhun  (A C  
1 9 3 1 ,  S  49); the festoon  and the dart ornam ent w hich it encloses are 
considerab ly coarser than those in no. 2 above. T h is  piece belongs 
to the late and degraded period of So u th  Gaulish production  
represented b y  such vessels as K n o rr h a s figured from  C an n statt and  
K on gen  (K norr, Cannstatt 19 05, pi. x ), or R oger from  A ugsburg  
{Zeitschr. des h ist. V ereins f. Sch w aben  u. N e u b u rg  1 9 1 3 .  pi. 11 f.) .

B .  P la in  sam ian  (fig. 2, 1-9 ).—rThe follow ing selection indicates





the range of So u th  G aulish plain typ es m et w ith  in the tw o deposits; 
it  h as n ot seemed necessary to illustrate the bulk of the m aterial.

1  n . A  sm all, well-m odelled exam ple of form  18 , w ith  slight 
cen tral k ick ; good brigh t glaze; the p o tter's  stam p is m issing.

2 b . R im  fragm ent, w ith  a typ ica l F la v ia n  section, from  a  
p latter of the sam e form ; rich  red glaze.

3  n . B ase of a large platter, form  18 , w ith  slight central k ick ; 
stam ped O F M V [ R R A N I ] . M urranus’ s decorated w are is m ainly  
attrib u tab le  to the period a .d . 4 5 -6 5 , but his stam ps sometimes 
occur on sites w hich  th ey  are not lik ely to h ave reached before 
the tim e of V espasian; thus, th e y  h ave been recorded a t R o ttw eil4 
and at Corbrid ge.5 T h is piece certainly suggests an  occupation  
beginning a t  least as early  as the tim e of A gricola, w hen it  would  
alread y, on our present evidence, h ave been a su rvival.

4  b . A b o u t h alf of a cup, form  2 7 , w ith  the stam p O F S I L V I N I  
alread y published ( A A 4 ix ,  p. 220); stam ps of this potter h ave been 
recorded a t Carlisle and Corbridge in the north of B rita in .6 T h e  
cup is of a coarseness often attained after the tim e of Vespasian, 
b u t the footstand shows the external groove th at is usually  taken  
to indicate a co m paratively  early date.

5 b . W a ll fragm ent from  a sm all cup, form  2 7 , w ith  fine neat 
rim ; rich red glaze. T h e shallow, w ell-form ed upper curve, like the  
glaze, suggest a date not later than the tim e of V espasian.

6 n . W a ll fragm en t of the sam e form , w ith  good, bright glaze.
7 N. A  sm all fragm en t from  the w all of a  platter, form  1 5 / 1 7 ;  

this form  b arely outlasts the first c e n tu ry ,' and it  has not y e t  been 
found even as a su rvival of H a d ria n ’s W a ll. T h e  later platter w ith  
quarter-round m oulding, 1 5 / 3 1 ,  seems to represent a new  tradition  
w ith  w h ich  this form  has no direct connection.

8 B. R im  fragment, form 3 5 /3 6 ; cherry glaze. For a Hadrianic 
example of this form, cf. B ird o sw a ld , fig. n ,  7.

9 b . R im  fragm ent of Cu rie’s typ e  1 1  (N e w ste a d , pi. x x x i x ,  
exam ples from  the early ditch-system ).

C . B o w ls , platters , e tc . (fig. 2 , 10 -2 1) .— T h e  series of carinated  
bow ls is p articu larly  interesting; it ranges from  exam ples like

4 Oswald, Index of Potters' Stam ps, p. 2 1 3 .  Oswald also attributes 
a stamp of Murranus to the Saalburg, but it does not appear in the 
complete list of South Gaulish stamps from that site recently published 
(O R L A  11 i, 17 4 -18 1); perhaps a stamp of the Flavian potter Mascuus 
m ay really be intended {ibid., pi. 17, 77)-

5 A A 3 x i i , p. 283, on form 18.
6 Oswald, In d ex , p. 302. The Saalburg example there quoted does 

not appear in the new list; that from the Bregenz cellar-find, which 
seems to be the latest in date, must be treated with reserve, since 
Jacobs could not find it {Bregenz, p. 183).





nos. 10 , i i  and 1 3 , ' for w hich direct parallels m ay be found at  
N ew stead , to vessels such as no. 12  or no. 15  w hich  m igh t w ell 
h a ve  turned up in a turret or m ilecastle on the W a ll.

10  n. D a rk  grey bow l, w ith  dow nw ard sloping and deeply  
reeded rim , horizontal grooves im m ediately above the carination, 
and a w ell-m odelled footstan d; cf. Corbridge 1 9 1 1 ,  nos. 4-9 and  
N ew ste a d , fig. 26.

i i n . Sim ilar b o w l, in  hard orange w are.
12  n . Sim ilar bow l, in som ew hat coarse, orange-drab w are; the 

reeding has becom e rather feeble. T h e  grooves above the carination  
m erge into one; another pair of .grooves appears below  the rim . 
C f. B ird o sw a ld , no. 64; M alton, fig. 7, 7  (area A  north, la y e r 6—  
a m ixed lot).

1 3  b . K im  fragm ent from  a sim ilar bow l, in hard g rey  ware, 
a darker grey in fracture; v e r y  deep reeding, rem iniscent of N e w ­
stead , fig. 26, 1 2 ;  cf. also Corbridge  1 9 1 1 ,  no. 38.

14  b . H ard , dark grey w are; the degenerate footstand suggests 
a co m p aratively  late date for this vessel. W e  h ave not found a 
close parallel for the upturned and rather formless rim.

15  b . T h e greater p art of a sm all carinated bow l, in a rather 
soft ligh t buff w are, w ith  fain t reeding on the rim  and horizontal 
grooves on the side; the footstand is crude in the extrem e.

16  b . R im  fragm ents and part of the lower w all of an aberrant 
carinated bow l; the rim  m ight be taken as an antecedent (since the 
ty p e  seems to be an early  one) of the form  represented in no. 10  
above. A  close parallel, b u t in a different fabric, has been noted  
in  a deposit assigned to the period before a .d . 1 1 0  a t B ro u gh  on 
H u m b er (B rou gh  19 3 6 ,  no. 6 1 , from  pit 11). Cu rie’s description  
(N ew stead , p. 245) of a fragm ent w ith  a sim ilar rim , th a t .seems 
to belong to an altogether different typ e  of vessel, fits the Chester- 
holm  exam ple p e r fe c t ly : ‘ ' som ew hat coarse hard m aterial of a 
pinkish-red. colour both vessels m ust be the products of the 
sam e p ottery, and a parallel from  T rier cited b y  D r. Curie suggests 
th a t the p o ttery  concerned w as not in B ritain  bu t in the R h in e­

land.
1 7  n . M ost of the rim  of a  sm all carinated bowl, in a hard  

ligh t grey w are; the rim , w hich hangs over som ew hat, is unreeded.
18  n . Sm all platter in hard, pinkish yellow  w are; cf. N e w ste a d , 

ty p e  32  (pi. x l v i ,  from  the early  p it x i) ;  Corbridge 1 9 1 1 ,  no. 19 ; 
H o lt , no. 13 0 ; perhaps the product of a legionary kiln.

19  b . W a ll fragm ent from  a w ide-m outhed bow l, in hard dark  
grey  w are, of a shape for w hich w e h ave found no parallels; its 
position, in the early ditch, assures its dating.

20 n . T h e neck of a ju g, the greater part of w hich  w as



recovered from  this deposit, though it has not y e t  been restored. 
H ard,, reddish-brow n w are; its bold rings are typ ical of the 
F la v ia n  period; cf. Corbridge 1 9 1 1 ,  nos. 1 and 2 ; N ew ste a d , fig. 3 3 ,  
nos. 1-4 .

2 1  b . T h e greater p art of a lid, in w are sim ilar to no. 18 ; p art  
of another lid, n , in coarse grey  w are, has an original hole from  
top to bottom  of its handle. T h e  dating of lids is never easy; 
except in cases like these, that come from  clearly defined -deposits.

D . C ooking-pots, jars, e tc . (figs. 3 and 4).— A  fa irly  large series 
of jars is illustrated, to show w h at wide variations in rim -profile  
m a y  be expected in this period. . T h e  footstand is a more reliable 
guide, being h ab itu ally  of the w ell-m oulded typ e shown in no. 22  
or no. 38  (contrast H adrianic .examples, such as B ird o sw a ld , no. 2 2 , 
etc.); even more im portant is the fabric. T h e norm al black fum ed  
cookihg-pot, w hich w as reaching W elsh  sites before the close of the  
first century, only occurs sporadically before the tim e of H adrian  
in the north of B rita in ; it w as not represented in the early deposits 
found at Corbridge in 1 9 1 1  or in those a t N ew stead; a t H altw h istle  
B u rn  and T hrop there were a few  exam ples, and there is a single 
piece, no. 3 7 , in the present series. T w o  fabrics predom inate in 
the cooking-pots of this period : (i) a hard grey w are, w ith  a sligh tly  
darker fum ed surface (rustic-w are vessels, especially those w ith  
rustication in high and irregular relief, are norm ally in t h is ‘w are), 
and (ii) a  hard w are, w hitish grey in fracture, fum ed or coated  
inside and Out w ith  a dark bluish grey; the latter w are is rath er  
rough to the touch; some rustic-w are vessels, and m ost of the plain  
cookiiig-pots, are in this w are, w hich seems to disappear alm ost 
com pletely a t the beginning of H ad rian ’s reign, leaving the m arket 
open for the black fum ed w are to w hich reference has alread y been 
m ade. I t  m ay be assum ed th at the change reflects a b y-p ro d u ct  
of the disturbance in the north of B ritain  a t H ad rian ’ s accession, 
and th at the p ottery th at had been supplying fabric (ii) to sites in 
th at area ab ru ptly ceased w ork, once and for all.

22 b .  T h e greater part of a w heel-m ade jar, once used as a 
cooking-pot; well modelled footstand; the necked rim  m ight suggest 
a later date, but there are parallels a t H altw histle B u rn  (no. 17  is 
v e ry  close, nos. 14  and 20 less close), and the fabric is a  ch aracter­
istic early one, v e ry  dark grey, T ig h tly  fum ed, ligh t grey in fracture  
(rather smoother ware than fabric (ii) above).

2 3  b .  F a b ric  (ii); the tw o horizontal grooves on the shoulder 
are a feature frequently m et w ith  in this period, and seldom later, 
though a close parallel to the present piece (only its rim  is more 
outbent) occurred in a 1  b  deposit a t  A p p le  tree ' turret (pi. x v i i ,  

no. 78). /  * ‘



24 N. F a b r ic  (ii); som ething of a neck is developing, bu t the 
horizontal grooves rem ain. C f. H a rd k n o t , no. 67.

2 5  b . F a b ric  (i). T h e  plain rim , prom inent shoulder and a
deep horizontal groove im m ediately below the shoulder, are well 
m arked features; below the groove there has p ro b ab ly been ru stica­
tion; a  close parallel com es from  B ro u gh  on*H um ber (B rou gh 1 9 3 6 , 
no. 2 1 ,  from  p its i / m ,  w hich represent the earliest occupation of 
the site).

26  n . D a rk  grey  fum ing over pale grey, rather friable w are; 
sim ilar in profile to no. 24, bu t for the disappearance of the 
horizontal grooves and the greater definition of the shoulder. C f. 
M a lto n , fig. 16 , 4 (annex, early pit 3).

2 7  b . F a b r ic  (ii). T h e  fabric, horizontal grooves and find-spot
securely date this piece; its rim -section rath er suggests an affinity  
w ith  late fou rth -centu ry cooking-pots.

2 8  b . H ard, light g rey  w are, fum ed dark grey on the outside 
only.

29 n . G rey-b u ff w are cooking-pot, fum ed dark grey outside and  
inside as fa r  down as the bottom  of the neck o nly; cf. Cor bridge 
1 9 1 1 ,  no. 3 .

30  n . F a b ric  (ii); another piece whose rim -section, taken b y
itself, m igh t suggest a fa r  later date than its fabric and find-spot
indicate.

3 1  n . A n  unusual piece, in a rath er coarse, hard buff w are; the  
vessel has been used as a cooking-pot, and its rim  is grooved  
in tern ally to  take a lid.

3 2  n . G re y, rather soft w are, w ith  traces of a thin fum ing on 
the outside; there is a slight groove for a lid, bu t otherwise the. 
r im -typ e  approxim ates to th at of no. 22.

3 3  b . G re y  jar, w ith fum ed outer surface, fab ric (i), and un­
usual rim -section; the closest parallel w hich w e h ave been able to  
find is on a bow l from  the villa  a t N ew port, Isle of W ig h t (A n ti­
quaries Jo u r n a l , ix , p. 358  and fig. 1 ,  no. 24).

3 4  b . F a b ric  (i); rim -fragm ent from  a v e ry  large and som ew hat 
crude cooking-pot.

35* b . F a b r ic  (ii); the shape is an unusual one, for w hich we 
h a ve  found no close parallels.

3 6  n . B u ff rim -fragm ent, grey in the centre of the core, from  
a  ja r  of unusual shape; the fabric seems to h ave affinities w ith  
"  legionary w a r e .”

3 7  n . Sm all rim -fragm ent, the only one from  either deposit, 
of a  b lack  fum ed cooking-pot, w ith  a w a v y  line scored on the outer 
side of the n eck; cf. H altw h istle B u rn , nos. 5 and 6; T h ro p , nos. 
1 5  and 16 .
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3 8  b . T h e  greater p art of a rustic w are ja r; note the horizontal 
groove on the shoulder, the squat rim , the w ell-m oulded base, and  
the irregular bu t shallow  rustication. T h e vessel has closer affinities 
w ith  the exam ples of this ty p e  w hich appear in the early deposits 
on H a d ria n 's  W a ll than w ith  the pieces from  N ew stead. F a b ric  (ii); 
cf. T h ro p , no. 8.

3 9  b . F a b ric  (i); an unusually sm all exam ple of a rustic ware  
ja r, w ith sim ple rim  and tw o horizontal grooves scored im m ediately  
above the rustication.

40 n . F a b ric  (i); w all fragm ent from  a rustic ware jar, whose 
decoration show s the regu larity of the continental pro to type; cf. 
B ird o sw a ld , no. 2 3 .

4 1  n . F a b ric  (i); an exam ple of the irregular high relief typ ica l  
of the early  period a t  N ew ste a d  (type 29, pi. x l v i ) .  T h is typ e  lasts 
sp orad ically  well into the tim e of H adrian  (cf. exam ples from  turret 
7b , A A 4 v ii ,  pi. x l i x ,  fig. 2, no. 1 ;  m ilecastle io, ib id ., p. 16 3, 
no. 4 2 ; turret 12 a , A A 4 v iii ,  p. 3 2 6 ; turret 13 a , ib id ., p. 3 2 7 , etc.), 
though it is in the m ilecastles and turrets rather than the forts 
th at it  is to be sought for.

42 b . F a b ric  (ii): cf. Corbridge 1 9 1 1 ,  no. 29; B ro u g h  19 3 6 ,  
no. 1 1 ,  from  pits i / m .  T h is and the following tw o exam ples prob­
a b ly  also belong to rustic cooking-pots.

4 3  b . F a b ric  (ii); cf. Corbridge 1 9 1 1 , no. 26 ; B ro u g h  1 9 3 6 , no. 
20a, from  pits i / m .

44 n . G re y  w are, w hitish in fracture, rather soft. L ik e  nos. 42  
and 4 3, this has a single groove below the shoulder.

4 5  b . F a b ric  (ii); necked cooking-pot, sim ilar to nos. 28 and  
30  above.

46 n . R a th e r soft light grey w are, w ith  traces of d ark er grey  
fum ing; cf. H a ltw h istle  B u rn , no. 12 ;  M alton , fig. 15 , 19  (area A ,  
earliest occupation).

47  n . F a ir ly  hard, coarse red-brown w are, cooking-pot; cf. 
C orbridge 1 9 1 1 ,  no. 3 1 ;  L im eston e B a n k  turret, no. 6.

48 n . L ig h t  grey w are, fum ed dark blue-grey on the outside 
o nly. C f. H a rd k n o t , no. 56 ; A p p le  tree turret, no. 79.

49 n . B u ff, v e ry  hard w are; cf. H ard k n ot, no. 55 .
50  b . F a b ric  (i); cf. Corbridge 1 9 1 1 , no. 26.
5 1  b . H ard , sm ooth w are, ligh t grey, fum ed dark grey on the  

outside o nly; cf. Corbridge 1 9 1 1 ,  no. 2 3 ; T hrop, no. 1 1 .  T h is  typ e  
of rim , w ith  a slight m oulding a t the neck, occurs in later deposits, 
b u t no longer in this kind of fabric.

5 2  b . B la ck  fum ed w are, grey in fracture w ith  blue-grey core; 
this is the o nly exam ple of a true bead-rim  from  either deposit. 
F u rth e r  south, this typ e  occurs frequ en tly in pre-H adrianic deposits;





on the W a ll it occurs occasionally in forts as w ell as m ilecastles 
an d  turrets, so th at it  cannot be used as evidence for dating in this 
d istrict (unless it is in b lack  fum ed cooking-pot fabric, w hen it  is 
n ot lik ely  to be earlier than the tim e of H ad rian — c f . no. 3 7  ab o ve). 
C f. turret 7 b, no. 6 ( A A 4 v n ,  p. 1 5 1  and pi. l i ,  w here it  is not 
appreciated th a t th e . typ e  is scarce in the north of B rita in  even 
before the tim e of H adrian).

5 3  n . R im  and base fragm ents from  a  rough-cast ja r  of the  
ty p e  im ported to B ritain  from  the R hineland in the F la v ia n  period  
and subsequent years; pinkish buff w are, w ith a thin purple-brown  
glaze. A  few  references w ill show how  w id ely  the ty p e  is dis­
tribu ted  in B rita in : R ich b orou g h  (111, typ e  298, dated "  Claudius- 
N ero ” ); V eru lam ium  (fig. 2 7  and p. 184, no. 9, assigned to as late  
a date as c. a .d . 16 0 -190 ); Caerleon  (A C  19 29 , fig. 36  and p . 290, 
no. i 2 i # from  the m ain ly pre-H adrianic deposit in room  38); 
C aerhun  (A C  19 34 , 34  an(i  P* 7 4 # nos* 4 2 6 -3 1 , tw o  of them
an ted atin g the conversion of the fort from  tim ber to stone); M alton  
(fig. 1 ,  1 3  and p . 15 , from  the sand y c la y  ram part); M um rills  (fig. 
10 5 , 3  and p. 542  : the piece m ust belong to the early  occupation  
of the site). In  the north of E n glan d  it  has been noted in pre- 
H ad rian ic deposits a t Corbridge (cf. article x i i  below), on the Stane- 
gate sites a t H altw h istle B u r n  (no. 7) and T hrop  (no. 7), and in a 
H ad rian ic deposit a t B ird o sw a ld . A t  Corbridge and elsewhere its 
place is taken , b y  the second h alf of the second cen tu ry, b y  a  
B ritish -m ad e im itation (Corbridge i g u , no. 7 3 ; cf. also B ird o sw a ld , 
p. 19 2  and no. 2 7 a ; B a lm u ild y , pi. x l i x ,  1-5).

54  b . R im -fragm en t from  a bow l rem iniscent of no. 14  above; 
it  has, no doubt, been carinated; fabric (ii).

5 5  b . A  w ell-m ade cup, im itating sam ian form  2 7 ; hard black  
w are, w ith  a glossy m etallic surface. T h is is an exam ple of w h at  
m igh t be described either as '* B elgic "  or as "  U pch u rch  ware, 
such as w as certain ly m ade, for exam ple, in London in the second 
h alf of the first cen tu ry; we h ave m et few  exam ples of the first- 
cen tu ry  typ e  so fa r north, b u t com pare, for exam ple, C a d d e r , p. 76, 
fig. 16 , 1 , p a rt of a hem ispherical bow l of an entirely different 
form , b u t in the same w are, a piece w hich m ust be assigned to the 
ephem eral A grico lan  occupation of th a t site; Corbridge  (below, fig. 
9, no. 1 3  and p. 277).

E .  M ortaria  (fig. 5 ) .— T h e m ortaria from  the tw o deposits do 
n ot include a n y  of the exam ples w ith  w ide, flat rim s such as have  
been noted in the early deposits a t Corbridge or N e w  stead, but 
nos. 58  and 59  approxim ate to th at typ e, a t  least in the flatness 
of the rim . I t  should be noted th at shape alone is not necessarily 
an adequate indication of date; in the present series, the bead is





of th e sam e height as the rim  in three cases, and sligh tly below  it 
in the rest, bu t on other sites occupied in the sam e period there  
h a ve  been noted instances of the bead rising w ell above the rim  
(e.g. a t  B ro u g h  19 3 6 ,  nos. 5 3  and 56, from  the early pit 11; C o r­
b rid g e , below , p. 2 8 1) ; parallels to the rim s of nos. 60-62 m ight be 
found in considerably later deposits; bu t the fabrics are distinctive, 
and a good guide to the dating of m ortaria. I t  is one of the out­
stan d in g needs of the stu d y  of R o m an  p ottery  in the north of 
B rita in , to h ave a careful exam ination m ade of these fabrics; now  
th a t the rich and in structive series of m aterial a t Corbridge is 
availab le  for stu d y, we hope th at such an exam ination w ill soon 
be m ade. In  the m eantim e, we can only em phasize the greater 
im portance of fabric, and the relative unim portance of rim -section, 
in  dealing w ith  this catego ry of vessel.

56  n. W h itish  buff, hard w are; the grit is all worn a w a y ; on 
the rim  is the stam p (reproduced half-size) BRVCIF retrograde. 
Th ere are tw o sim ilar stam ps in the Corbridge collection (S i n  
and 1 14 ) ,  both on m ortaria of the sam e rim -section, W ro xeter  
ty p e  3 8 ; a t  W ro x ete r itself the retrograde stam p BRVCI occurred 
on the sam e typ e  in p it x ,  assigned to the period a .d . 8 0 -110  
(W ro xeter i g i 2 ,  p. 66, no. 2), and a  sim ilar stam p has been  
recorded a t W ilderspool (T . M a y , W arrington s R o m a n  R e m a in s , 
p. 64). and Tem plebrough  (pi. x x x v m  2, incom plete, upside down  
and m isread). M a y  suggested th a t the potter B ru cu s w orked at  
W ilderspool itself, b u t the ty p e  and fabric are also associated w ith  
a group of potters w ho can be shown to h ave w orked at Lu gu du n u m  
in G au l— ALBINVS,  MARINVS,  MATVGENVS and others (cf. 
W ro xeter i g i 2 , p. 66, i g i 3 ,  p. 46, etc.), and it  is best to  regard  
this as an im ported specim en. In  the north of B ritain  it is seldom  
before the tim e of H ad rian  th at w e can tell th a t m ortaria were 
m ade lo ca lly ; until th a t date, therefore, th e y  are particu larly useful, 
in v ie w  of their w ide distribution from  a sm all num ber of producing  
centres, as evidence for dating.

5 7  b . D ir ty  buff w are, fa irly  hard; no grit su rvives; on the 
rim  is a  geom etric stam p; the sam e W ro xeter typ e.

58  b . R a th e r coarsely levigated, d irty  buff w are; the grit is 
brow n and w hite, some of the pieces being fa irly  large. C f. 
M alton, fig. 7, 2 (layer 7, w ith  other early m aterial, area A  north).

59  b . Sim ilar typ e  and fabric; sparser grit, of a  larger average  
size.

60 n . B u ff w are, w ith  a slight orange slip; no grit shows. T h is  
represents a com prom ise betw een the form s 56 -7  and 5 8 -9 : the rim  
is still hooked over, bu t not so deeply as in the form er typ e, and  
its upper portion is s l ig h t ly ’thickened.. - .



6 1  n . G re y  w are, w ith  orange slip; w hite grit, m ain ly rath er  
fine. T h is typ e  approxim ates closely to some m et w ith  in the  
early deposits on 'the W a ll, bu t it  w ill be seen th at the rim  is 
still co m paratively  fiat. T h e  fabric is a distinctive one, th a t w e  
h ave not m et in later deposits. C f. M alt on, fig. 17 , 3 (early, p it 4).

62 b . D ir ty  buff w are, rath er soft (for a  sim ilar fabric, cf. 
B ird o sw a ld , no. 4 , -from  the second-century barrack); fa irly  sparse  
grit. T h e  slight groove in the edge of the rim  is an uncom m on  
feature, except in the products of the potter w ho stam ps ANANVSF  
(his work is in a n y  case later than the tim e of T ra ja n , and his 
distinctive fabric is entirely unlike th a t of the present piece); the 
r im is still fa irly  fiat, though less so than in no. 6 1 .

F .  T h e  m ost interesting single piece cam e from  the N -S  ditch  
on site B , and is illustrated as fig. 6; it is p art of a drinking-cup, 
in a m oderately hard buff w are, w ith  an applique  decoration— a

F IG . 6 . POTSHERD W IT H  APPLIQUE DECORATION. (J .)

som ew hat bleary-eyed  cock  to right, w ith  leaves and other objects 
-in the field. W e  h ave not com e across parallels to the typ e  of 
cup or to the style  of decoration; its occurrence in a w ell-m arked  
early deposit is n o tew o rth y.7 - '

7 This piece, together with nos. 1, 4, 10, 18, 2 1, 22 and 57, is now 
on view in the Housesteads museum; the other pieces from the two 
deposits are now in the archaeological seminar collection in 1 Durham, 
where they m ay be inspected during term time.


