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B y  C . H .  H u n t e r  B l a i r .

[R e a d  on 26th Jan u ary  19 38 .]

A rthur M aule O liver (frontispiece) was born in Sunder­
land on the 25th A u gu st 18 7 1, the second son of W illiam  
A tkinson O liver, a solicitor of that town and of Newcastle 
upon T y n e . H e was educated at Eastbourne College, and 
upon leaving school chose the law as his profession. He 
served his articles with alderm an J .  M . L . Criddle of this 
city, and qualified as a solicitor in 1896.

H e was appointed assistant solicitor to the corporation 
of N ewcastle upon T yn e  in 1898, and so began his long 
career in the adm inistration of local governm ent law which 
was to be the chief work of his life. H e became Town 
C lerk  o f the city in 1907, succeeding the late H ill Motum 
in that important office. H e married in 1905 E m ily  M ar­
garet, daughter of the late Sam uel H orsfield, of Sprin g- 
well H all, Cheshire, who, with three sons and a daughter, 
survives him . H e died whilst on holiday at Bam burgh on 
the 6th Septem ber 1937.

D u rin g  a peculiarly full and strenuous life he held 
m any responsible public offices in addition to that of Town 
C lerk— these can here only be briefly mentioned. H e was 
C lerk  of the Peace to the city and county of Newcastle 
upon T yn e , clerk to the Public  A ssistance Committee of 
the city and to other important local authorities and com­
mittees.

H e early  became a recognized authority upon local 
governm ent law, and served, for two years, as chairman 
of the law  committee of the Association of M unicipal Cor­
porations, as well as acting in the same capacity to the
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joint committee of that association and the county councils 
association appointed to consider the revision of the Poor 
Law  acts and orders. He was a member of the editorial 
committee of the Municipal Review  and was also a past 
president of the Newcastle Law  Society and of the Society 
of City and Borough Clerks of the Peace, as well as being 
a member of the standing committee for Great Britain of 
the International Union of Local Authorities and a member 
of the Permanent Bureau of the Union at Brussels.

His unique knowledge and experience were recognized 
by the government, and he served on various committees 
set up by the Ministry of Health to advise upon town and 
county planning and other matters relating to public health 
and local government policy or administration. It was 
well said of him by the recorder of the city that “  in his 
particular sphere of local government he was probably the 
best qualified man in England and was always consulted 
by Whitehall in cases of difficulty or high policy.”  His 
published writings upon these subjects will be found in 
the bibliography at the end of this memoir.

He bore a heavy burden and did highly important 
public work during the Great W ar, and for this he was 
made an officer of the Order of the British Em pire; later 
his services received higher recognition from the K ing, 
when in 1935 he was made a knight bachelor.

Foreign countries also did him honour: France by 
appointing him an Officer of the Academy of France, and 
Denmark by giving him the ancient Order of the Danne- 
brog. His own city was not behindhand in acknowledging 
his services to it. The lord mayor, aldermen and coun­
cillors gave him the greatest honour in their power to grant 
when on 16th July 1937 they unanimously admitted him 
to the honorary freedom of the city.

Such, in very brief outline, is the record of Oliver’s 
distinguished public life, but in addition to these activities 
are those studies, which more particularly concern us here, 
to which he devoted the scanty leisure of his busy life;



these brought him distinction in a very  different sphere. 
H e w as elected a member of this society on the 5th June 
19 0 1, became one of its councillors .in 1909, and a vice- 
president in 1935. H is chief interest was in the study of 
ancient documents and in problem s of local history and 
gen ealo gy . H e had trained him self to be an expert in 
m edieval palaeography, and nothing pleased him more 
than to elucidate a difficult clause in an old deed or to 
succeed in fix in g  its uncertain date by a detailed study of 
its w itnesses. T he few leisure hours of his m any profes­
sional v isits to London were often spent in the reading- 
room of the British  M useum or in the Public R ecord  Office 
stu d yin g  the documents there preserved in an attempt to 
solve some difficult problem  in local history. H is papers 
in Archceologia Aeliana upon the Baronies of Bolbec, 
The family of Morwick and on The Muscamp, barons of 
Wooler attest the value of his work upon local g e n e a lo g y ; 
w hilst his definitive list of the m ayors of Newcastle upon 
T yn e , his account of the abbots of Newm inster, his lives 
of the members of parliam ent for Northum berland and 
N ew castle upon T yn e  witness to his accuracy and acumen 
in the minutiae of local history. T h e most important result 
of his historical work w as probably the volum e entitled Early 
Deeds relating to Newcastle upon Tyne, being volume 
c x x x v i i  of the publications of the Surtees Society, of which 
he w as a valued vice-president.

It w as upon his initiative and because of his interest 
in the local records of Northum berland, Durham  and 
N ew castle upon T yn e  that the R ecords Committee of the 
Society  of A ntiquaries of N ewcastle upon T yn e  w as set up. 
H e was its first editor and secretary, and held the former' 
office until, after issuing twelve yearly  volum es, the com­
mittee ceased to exist. H is help and experience were 
a lw ays available to the editors of the various volum es, and 
it w as through his influence that the committee was able 
to publish its first volum e, The Newcastle Council Minute 
Book  1639-1656, as well as The Register of the Freemen of



Newcastle upon Tyne, contained in volum es 1 1 1  and V i  of 
its publications. In collaboration with M r. C harles Jo h n ­
son, f . s . a . ,  he completed volum e x  and edited volum e x i 
of the series, which both contain Feet of Fines  for N orth­
umberland and D urham . T h e former of these had been 
left unfinished by his son, P h ilip , who was not spared to 
fulfil in later age the prom ise of his youth.

O liver w as also  for m any years a valued member of the 
Northum berland County H istory Com m ittee; to it his 
expert knowledge of local history and documents w as of 
the greatest service.

T he chief of his w ritin gs published in the transactions 
of this society have already been m entioned; m any other 
lesser contributions, such as notes, translations and 
calendars, will be found detailed in the bib liography below.

T he U n iversity  of Durham , in recognition of his scholar­
ship and of the work he had done for local history, con­
ferred upon him , in 1929, the degree of master of arts 
honoris causa.

In conclusion m ay one, who enjoyed his friendship for 
m any years and who often profited by his advice and 
assistance, record his unfailing courtesy and kind help­
fu ln ess; however much he m ight be occupied by public 
affairs of importance, he was alw ays able to find time to 
help an enquirer, to discuss points of difficulty, or to g ive  
a considered opinion upon an y problem which was 
submitted to him.

H is death has left a place vacant in this society which 
it will not be easy to fill.

B I B L I O G R A P H Y .

A r c h a e o l o g ia  A e l i a n a . T h ird  Series.
* V o l. x i i . A  list of the abbots of N ew m in ster.

V o l. x v i .  S t. E lg y 's  chantry in A ll Saints Church.
V ol. x ix .  D eed s form erly in St. A n d re w s, N ew castle.
V o l. x x i .  T h e baronies of B o lb ec.
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A r c h ^ o l o g ia  A e l i a n a . F o u rth  Series.
V o l. v i i . A  second calendar of G reenw ell D e ed s .
V o l. x i i . A  charter of H e n ry  I I  to N e w ca stle .
V o l. x i i . E a r ly  history of the fa m ily  of M orw ick.
V o l. x i v .  T h e fa m ily  of M u scam p , barons of W ooler.

A s  w ell as m a n y  of the lives of M .P .s  contained in vols. x - x i v  of
this series.

N e w c a s t l e  u p o n  T y n e  R e c o r d s  S e r i e s .
V o l. v n .  N o rth u m berlan d and D u rh am  D eed s , from  the D ods- 

w orth  M S S . in  B o d le y 's  L ib r a r y .
V o l. x .  F e e t  of F in es, N o rth u m berlan d and D u rh am  (completed).
V o l. x i .  F e e t  of F in e s, N o rth u m b erla n d , w ith  Charles Johnson.

S u r t e e s  S o c i e t y .
V o l. 1 3 7 .  E a r ly  deeds relating to N ew castle upon T y n e .

P r o c e e d i n g s  of the So cie ty  of A ntiqu aries of N ew castle upon T y n e .
V o l. v i i , third series, p. 22— On a suit in the sheriff's court of 

the tow n  and p. 4 1 — T he Cartae A n tiq u a e rolls.
V o l. ix ,  third series, p. 4 2 — A  list of the abbots of A ln w ic k ; 

p. 78 — D eed s relating to the S id e , N e w c a s tle ; p. 100— • 
L e tte rs  testim onial of R a lp h  Carr, m ayo r of N ew castle.

V o l. 1, fou rth  series, p . 2 3 7 — D eed s relating to K illin g w o rth ; 
p. 3 0 2 — D eeds relating to N e w c a s tle ; pp. 30 3  and 3 10 — ■ 
D eed s relating to K irk h a u g h ; p. 309— D eed s relating to the 
castle, N e w c a s tle ; p. 3 2 4 — Translation of a D arlington rental.

V o l. 11, fou rth  series, p. 16 b — N o tes on ex h ib ited  deeds', pp. 85, 
10 8, 16 6 , 170 — N o te s  on deeds relating to U p p er D ean  
b rid g e , N ew castle.

V o l. h i , fourth series, pp. 107 and 1 16 — transcripts of m anu­
scripts.

V o l. iv ,  fourth series, p. 2 5 ; vol. v ,  p. 83.
V o l. v i ,  p. 78, and vol. v i i , p. 176 , tran script of docum ents.

Official G u ide to N ew castle upon T y n e , 19 29 , published b y  A ndrew
R e id  &  Co. L td .

L a w  p u b l i c a t i o n s .
T h e L o c a l G o vern m en t A c t  of 19 2 9 , in collaboration w ith  H . A .  

H ill, B arrister a t L a w .
V ario u s articles in L o c a l G overn m en t L a w  and A d m in istration  

in  E n g la n d  and W ales , edited b y  L o rd  M acm illan.
Introd u ction  to T h e P u b lic  H ealth  A c t  of 19 36 , b y  H . D . 

W illiam s, B arrister a t  L a w .


