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B y  C. H . H u n t e r  B l a i r .

[Read on 25th October 1939.]

, "  A - m arch ant was ther w ith ka forked herd,
In  mott&leye, .and h ye  on .horse he sat;
U pon his heed a F lau n d ryssh  b evere h at;
H is bootes clasped fa ire  and  fe tisly ;
H is resons he spak  fu l solem pnely,
So w n ynge a lw a y  thencrees of his w yn n yn g.

F o r  sothe he w as a w orthy m an w ith-alle 
B u t, sooth to seyn, I  noot how  m en him  c a lle .”

The object of this paper is to illustrate the carved and 
panelled decoration and to record by blazon and photo
graphs the armorials and escucheons which adorn the 
stately room in1 which the Merchants hold their Court. 
Known now as the Merchant Adventurers’ Hall, it opens 
out from the east end of Gildhall through a dignified 
moulded and panelled double.doorway.of oak. The.history 
of the Merchants’ G ild ,1 founded by charter of king. John 
in 1216, from whom the Company of Merchant Adventurers, 
whose charter was granted in 1547 by Edward V I, claim 
direct succession, has been written and their records edited 
by the late J .  R .  Boyle and Dr. F . W . Dendy, in volumes 93 
and 101 of the publications of the Surtees Society, and need 
not be repeated here. A  short summary of the historyvof 
the hall itself is, however, desirable. The Merchants’ Court 
was originally above part of St. Catherine’s Hospital,

1 -This comprised ;the three companies of Boothmen or com  merchants, 
Drapers or woollen merchants and.Mercers.or silk merchants.
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known* as the Maison D ieu , founded by R oger Thornton 
upon the Sandhill in 1425, and as early as 1480 the 
merchants were there holding their court. Part of the site 
of the hospital was sold in 1624 by S ir  Richard Lum ley, 
to whom it had descended from the fam ily of the founder, 
to the mayor and burgesses of the town in order that a new 
Gildhall might be built there. This was opened in 1658, 
and its present interior is mainly of that date. The eastern 
part of the hospital, however, remained standing until about 
1823, when it also and the old Merchants’ Court above it 
were pulled down. The present hall was built upon the 
same site as the old one, and its decorations were, at least 
partly, re-used by the architect John Dobson. It was indeed 
a condition that the panelling and other ornaments and 
furniture remain in- the new as in the old hall, and it 
is probable that the old material was re-used so far as 
possible (plate 1). Our member, Mr. Robert Bertram, has 
made a close and detailed study of the room and its orna
ments, and I am indebted to him for the following note
upon them :

' c ’ .

"  T h e sp le n d id  carved  oak overm antel, dated 1636 (frontisp iece),
an d  o f F lem ish  w orkm anship, is original w ork and w as rem oved in  
its  en tire ty  fro m  the old h all. T h e  frieze (plate 1) • running around 
the panelling o f the room  and  the cherubs' heads ab ove it  are of 
p laster w ork repeating the subjects w hich, carved  in oak, are on the 
com ice of the overm antel (frontispiece, fig. 1) . T h e y  were p ro bab ly  
m ade from  gelatine casts w h en  the room  w as .built about 18 3 0 .2 
Som e of the panels are also later than the original ones of early  
seventeenth -century date, shew ing that deficiencies had then been 
m ade up. T h e  panelled  and  arched ceiling, in  spite of the date 1620  
upon it, and  though it m a y  be in  some w ays a  copy of an  earlier 
ceiling, y e t bears a ll the m arks of nineteenth century w ork. I t  w as 
p ro b ab ly  designed b y  Jo h n  D obson the architect to agree, at least 
p a rtia lly , w ith  the general style of the room . . T h e pendentive o f 
V icto rian  style  in  the m iddle was* m eant to hold a gasolier and  alone 
show s th at the present ceiling could not be o f the sam e design as  the 
one in  the old h all, nor w ould it be possible to rem ove a  ceiling entire 
and  set it  up  in  a-new  p la c e ."

' 2 On 28 Nov. 1831 it was ordered that the escucheons hung in the old 
hall be^cleaned and,put in the new one.’ (SS 93, p. 268.)



The oak panelling, now stained a dark brown, covers 
about three-quarters of tire height of the w alls; above it 
they are plastered and divided into oblong moulded panels 
upon eight of which armorial escucheons are now placed 
(plate 11), and the arms of the company upon a ninth. On 
the north wall behind th§ governor’s chair is an achieve
ment of the arms of the Merchants’ company carved in oak 
(frontispiece, fig. 2). This has recently been repaired and 
blazoned in its proper colours and the eight armorial . 
escucheons have been cleaned and repainted by our 
member, Mr. L . C . Evetts'of K in g ’s College, at the expense 
of Viscount. R id ley, the present governor of the company. 
Lord R id ley has also caused the many coats of whitewash 
which disfigured the stone fireplace to be removed, and its 
fine grey sandstone is now in its original condition. He 
has also put in electric lig h tin g ; the room is now lighted by 
lamps placed behind the cornice and lit by reflection from . 
the ceiling and upper part of the walls.

Metal plates with the arms of governors of the company 
blazoned in their proper colours and giving their names 
and dates of election are fixed to the upper row of the wall 
panels. They begin with Robert Bewick, 1628, on the 
south side of the west wall and continue to Viscount R id ley, 
the present governor, elected 1929. The later plates are 
placed upon the second row of panels.' They are all of the 
same shape and style and it would seem probable that they 
were all made at the same time when the room was com
pleted in 1830, those dating after then being-added when 
required, (plate 1.)

THE OVERMANTEL, (frontispiece, fig. 1.)
This, as said above, has the date 1636 carved upon it' 

and it is probably o f ' Flemish workmanship-. The panel 
upon the left depicts, in vigorous style, the Judgment of 
Solomon. The two m'othefs wear -the full skirts, and tight- 
fitting embroidered bodices fashionable iri the early seven-



teenth century; their hair is also dressed in the style of that 
period. The details of king Solomon’s robes and of his 
throne are carefully carved, as are the salades and glaives of 
the men at arms in the background. The right hand panel 
represents the miraculous draught of fishes. Our Lord is 
show.n standing in the stern of the boat, nimbed with the 
sun’s rays. The lusty figures of the apostles, the flying sea
gulls and the fish caught in the net are all carved with 

.realistic vigour. On the plinth beneath these large carvings 
are four small oblong panels representing incidents in the 
life of Christ. They are, from left'to r ig h t : Christ restoring 
his sight to the blind m an ; the betrayal of Jesus by Judas 
Iscariot at Gethsem ane; M ary Magdalene washing the feet 
of Jesus, and Christ feeding the multitude with the 
miraculous loaves and fishes. The carvings .upon the 
cornice, forsaking Biblical subjects, portray seven .of the 
god s and goddesses of the Pantheon of pagan Rom e. 
These, though classical in motive, are yet typically renais
sance in style. Each deity rides in a chariot upon clouds 
and is accompanied by his or her appropriate emblem. It 
is indeed a strange mixture, but such blending of Christian 
and classical motives was typical of renaissance art. One 
remembers how the bishop wished his tomb in St. Praxed ’s 
church to be decorated—

"  T h e bas-relief in bronze ye  prom ised me,
T hose pans and  nym phs ye  wot of, and perchance 
Som e tripod, th yrsu s, w ith a vase  or so,
T h e  S a v io u r a t his serm on on the m ount,
S a in t P ra x e d  in a  g lory , and  one P an  
R e a d y  to tw itch the n ym p h 's  last garm ent off,
A n d  M oses w ith  the tab les . . . "

The deities represented are :
1 . NEPTUNE holding trident- (?), his chariot drawn by 

two dragons.
2. ju p it e r , g ra sp in g  a thunderbolt, in a chariot draw n 

b y  fo u r  eag les .



3. m ars, youthful figure in a  chariot drawn by two 
eagles, an open helm upon his head and brandishing 
a  scimitar in his right hand. A  cock stands at his 
right side.

4. a p o l l o , the sun above  h is foreh ead , h is chariot draw n 
b y  tw o  p ega si.

5. v e n u s , with Cupid, drawn by two doves.
6. m ars  in armour- w ith spear and battle-axe, h is chariot 

draw n b y  horses.
7. ju n o  in chariot drawn b y  tw o p ea cock s .

Above, on the top of the cornice, are six cherubs with curled 
hair and w ings folded around their heads. A t each side o f  
the overmantel is an eagle’s head and wings below which 
bunches of grapes and pomegranates hang from scrolls. 
Beneath on the left, upon a cartouche, is a woman pouring 
water out of a pot with her right hand and holding a sea- 
shell in her left; on the right hand is a youth holding 
flowers in his right and a cornucopia with fruit in it in his 
left hand. This overmantel, though singular in its subject 
and in the vigour of its execution, is of a style prevalent in 
the large oak panelled rooms of the early seventeenth 
century. It is therefore perhaps desirable that a list of 
similar overmantels, known to have come from houses in the 
district,-together with a note of their present locality, should 
be given here.

1. Great H all of the castle, Newcastle upon T yn e . Su p
posed to represent the apotheosis of Jam es I and said 
to have come from the Beehive inn, in the Side.

2. H aughton castle. The armorials of James I with a 
panel on each side, that on the right Cain slaying 
Abel, on the left David cutting off the head of Goliath. 
Four allegorical figures separate the panels. Said  to 
have come from Derwentwater House, Newcastle 
upon Tyne. (History of Northumberland xv , 
Haughton castle section.)

3. H aughton castle. Scroll, work divided into three



panels by pillars with carved capitals. A lso  from 
Derwentwater House. (Ibid.)

4. Form erly at Eastfield H all, Northumberland, re
moved thence to Georgian Galleries, London, for 
sale, present locality unknown, originally in C osyn ’s 
house, Quayside. Three achievements of arms each 
in a separate panel divided from each other by pillars 
with carved capitals. (Arch. A e l*  v in , frontispiece 
and p. 104.)

5. Senate room , Durham castle. The armorials of 
Jam es I flanked by shields of bishop James, impaled, 
one with the shield of the cathedral church, the other 
with that of the see. (Arch. A e l * x i i ,  frontispiece 
and p. 27.)

6. Chillingham  castle. O riginally at each end of the 
long gallery ; (1) Abraham about to sacrifice Isaac, 
the apostles Luke and John at the sides; (2) Susannah 
and the Elders, Matthew and Mark at the sides. 
These are carved in freestone but are of similar style 
to the oaken ones. (History of N  or thumb er land x iv , 
P- 344-)

7. Trinity H ouse. R oyal arms as borne by Charles I 
and II. (Arch. A e l.4, xi, plate xxxm .)

ARMS OF THE GOVERNORS OF THE MERCHANTS’ COMPANY.
(PLATE I.)

R o b e r t  B e w i c k ,  Esq . 1628.
Silver on a fess indented of five fusils gules, between
three bears’ heads rased sable muzzled gules five molets
silver.

So n  o f A nd rew  B ew ick , m erchant adventurer, and his w ife 
M argaret, d augh ter of Cuthbert H unter. H e w as baptized in  St. 
N ich o las ’ church 18th  Oct. 15 6 1 .  H e w as a  m erchant adven turer 
and  boothm an, but the date o f his adm ission is not recorded. H e 
w as sh eriff of N ew castle  upon T yn e  in 16 15  and m ayor in 1628 and 
16 39 . H e purchased the estate o f Close H ouse in 1626, died 15  
M arch  16 4 1/ 4 2 , buried  in the B ew ick  porch, St. N ich olas ’ , 17  M arch 
o f the sam e y e a r .'



JN o  C la v e r in g ,  Esq. 1629.
Quarterly gold and'gules a bend sable.

E ld e st son o f Ja m e s  C laverin g  an d  h is w ife G race, d augh ter and 
coheiress of R o g e r Nicholson, m erchant of N ew castle upon T yn e , 
and  grandson of R o bert C laverin g  of. C a lla ly . B ap tized  2nd D ec. 
15 9 1  an d  23 years  of age a t the h era ld ’ s visitation  of 16 15 .  M erchant 
ad ven turer and  m ercer, sheriff of N ew castle upon T yn e  16 18 , m ayor 
in 1629 . B u rie d  iri St. N ich olas ’ 6 M a y  1648. H is  w ife w as A nne, 
d augh ter of R o b ert Shafto , alderm an of N ew castle . H is son and  
heir, Ja m e s o f A x w e ll P a rk , G ateshead, w as created a  baronet 5 Ju n e  
16 6 1.

W M W a r m o u t h , Esq. 1630.
Gold on a bend between two lions rampant azure, three
pierced molets gold.
Son o f R o b ert W arm outh, m erchant, and  his w ife Isab e l, 

daugh ter of N icholas B a x te r . H e m arried  Ju d ith , daughter of 
W illiam  W hittingham , dean of D urham . Sh eriff of N ew castle upon 
T yn e  1598 , m ayo r in the years 16 0 3 , 16 14  and  16 3 1 .  H e d ied  22 
J u ly  1642 aged 83, and b y  his w ill le ft ^ 100  to be lent fo r three years  
w ithout interest to a young m erchant.

SR A le x R  D a v is o n , kt. 9th Oct. 1640.
Gold a fess wavy between six cinquefoils gules.
Son of R o g e r D avison  of N ew castle upon T yn e, tanner, inden

tured 24 Ju n e  158 5  to R a lp h  Cock, whose d augh ter A nne he m arried  
a t S t. N ich o las ’ 28 A u gust 159 7 . H e w as sheriff of the tow n 16 x 1  
and m ayo r in  the years  1626  and  1638 . H e purchased the estate o f 
B lak isto n  in  Stockton w ard  o f. county D urham , w as knighted at 
Y o rk  1  A p ril 16 39 ; he w as killed  a t the siege of N ew castle  b y  the 
Scots, w h ilst defending it  in  arm s, Oct. 1644, aged 79 years.

L e o n a r d  C a r r , Esq. 9th Oct. 1641.
Silver on a bend sable between three Cornish choughs

* three leopards’ heads rased gold.
' Son of W illiam  C arr of L an gcliffe  in C raven , yeom an, indentured

to G eorge D ent, boothm an, 1  A u g . 159 7 , alderm an of the town and  
sheriff in  16 3 5 . On 28 Sept. 1657 he w as rem oved from  his office o f 
alderm an b y  order of the Protector and  P r iv y  Council on a  charge of 
conspiring again st the Parliam ent. H e le ft a  legacy  of £5 a  y e a r  to 
the poor o f the parish  of A ll Sa in ts and  w as buried  in  th at church



beneath a  stone w hose inscription w as erased- entirely. "  H e 
deserves a  better m onum ent ' '  (Bourne).* H e w as governor o f the 
co m p an y until 16 45 and  of the H ostm en 's com pany in 1642.

R a lp h  G ra y , Esq . 9th Oct. 1646.
B arry silver and azure on a bend gules a bezant.

So n  o f Ja m e s  G ra y , draper, of N ew castle  upon T yn e , and  his 
w ife  E liz a b e th  B ew ic k , descended from  a  you nger branch o f the 
G ra y s  o f H o rto n . in G lendale. Indentured to Cuthbert B ew ick , 
b ooth m an, 30 D ec . 1605. M arried E lizab eth , daughter of W illiam  
H a ll, a ld erm an  o f the tow n. H e w as sheriff in  1628. G overnor of 
th e  H o stm en 's  com p any 1646-1652. B u ried  in  S t . N icholas under a 
stone: "  R a lp h  G rey , m erchant adventurer, sometime sheriff o f this 
tow n, M a y  30th 1666, a g e d  8 2 .”

C h rs . N i c h o l s o n ,  Esq. 9th.Oct. 1648.
Silver on a  pale sable three martlets gold.

Son o f A lla n  N icholson o f H aw ksh ead , Lan cash ire , gentlem an; 
indentured to h is uncle, E d w in  N icholson, boothm an, 1  M a y  16 19 ; 
m arried  Ja n e ; daughter of Jo h n  B u tle r, m erchant, o f N ew castle  
upon .T yn e . H e w as an alderm an of the tow n and  sheriff in  1645. 
D ied  29 Sep t. 1670 , aged  68, and  buried in St. N ich olas '.

T h o s .  D a v is o n , Esq. 9th Oct. 1670.
Gold a fess w avy between six cinquefoils gules.

Son o f T h om as D aviso n  o f N ew castle , skinner and glover, inden
tured, to Jo h n  C ock, boothm an, 8 M arch 1620 . A lderm an of the town 
an d  m ayo r in  1669. B y  w ill dated 25 N o v . 1675 he le ft lands in  the 
L eazes to the va lu e  of ten gu in eas.to  the M erchants' com pany and 
legacies to  th e  poor of a ll th e  parishes in the tow n. H e died D ec.
16 76 .

R o b t .  E l l i s o n ,  E sq .' 20th Dec. 1676.
G u lesa  chevron silver between three eagles’ heads rased 
gold.
So n  o f C uthbert E lliso n , m erchant, and, his w ife Ja n e , daughter 

o f C hristopher lie , he w as adm itted to the M erchants' com pany b y  
p atrim o n y in  16 34 ; m arried E lizabeth , daughter o f Cuthbert G rey  of 
B ack w o rth . M .P . fo r the tow n in  the L o n g  P arliam en t an d  again  
in  1660.. D ied  12  Ju n e  16 77  an d buried in St. N ich o las ', w here his 
m uch w orn stone y e t  rem ains in the m iddle-aisle of the n ave.



T im o t h y  D a v is o n , Esq'. 3 1st  Jan . 1677.
Gold' &<■ fess w avy between six cinquefoils gules’.

H e w as the son o f Thom as D avison , governor in  16 70 ; adm itted 
b y  p atrim ony 13  Ja n . 16 6 3 ; an  alderm an o f the tow n; sheriff in  1666, 
m ayor in 16 73 . D ep u ty-govem o r of the E a stla n d  com pany 26 M arch
16 77. D ied  20 D ec. 1696 aged  55, buried  in S t. N ich olas ' w ith his 
w ife E lizabeth , w ho h ad  died in  1694.

N ic h o l a s  F e n w ic k , Esq. 9th Oct. 1696.
Per fess gules and silver six martlets countercoloured.

Son of R o b ert F en w ick  of B re n k ley , N orthum berland , gentlem an, 
indentured to R a lp h  H eron, boothm an, 20 M ay 1648, and adm itted 
4 Ju n e  16 58 . H e w as sheriff of the tow n in  1678 and  m ayo r in  1682 
and 1697. H e  died in 170 7 . T h e  shield should be blazoned’ and  
draw n silver a ch ie f gules and  six  m a rtle ts  co unter coloured.
N i c h s  R i d l e y ,  Esq . 9th Oct. .1704.

Gules on a  chevron between three falcons silver, belled 
gold, three roundels sable.
Second son o f Jo h n  R id le y  o f H ard rid in g  and  his w ife A nne, 

d aughter of R a lp h  Featherstonhaugh of Stanhope H all, w as aged  19  
a t the h era ld 's  visitation  of 1666. Indentured to R o b ert F en w ick , 
m ercer, 8 A u g . 16 6 1 , adm itted 2 N o v . 16 7 1  and  to E a stla n d  com pany 
17  F e b . 1670. A n  alderm an of the tow n, sheriff in 1682, m ayo r in 
1706. D ied 22 Ja n . 17 10  and buried in the choir o f S t . N ich o las ’ 
beside his w ife  M arth a. S ty le d  of N ew castle  u p o n 'T y n e  and H eato n .

R o b t . F e n w i c k , Esq. 8th Feb. 1710I
P e r  fess gules and silver six martlets countercolbured.

L ittle  has been found as to this m an. H e w as an  alderm an of the 
tow n and m ayor in  1708 , governor of the H ostm en ’s com pany in 
1709, and in  1 7 1 1  le ft a  legacy  of ^4 to the poor of A ll Sain ts p arish .

S i r  M-. W . R id le y ,  Bart. 9th Oct. 18 13 .
Quarterly 1 and- i*v gules on- a chevron between three 
falcons silver three roundels sable-—R id ley, 11 and in 
silver three cocks’ heads rased sable combed and wattled 
gules— W hite.'

Son of S ir  M atthew  W hite R id le y , second baronet, b om  18  A p ril 
1778 , adm itted to com pany b y  patrim ony, indentured 12  Ju ly  1800, 
adm itted 16  N o v . 180 8 ’. M .P . fo r N ew castle 1812-1830-; died' 1836 .



M a t t h e w  W h i t e ,  Esq. .26th March 17 12 .
Silver three cocks* heads rased sable combed and wattled 
gules.

Son of M iles W hite o f H aw thorn , D urham , indentured to N icholas 
F en w ick , boothm an, 1  F e b . 1668, adm itted 2 1 M arch 1678, alderm an 
o f the tow n, sheriff in  1688, m ayo r 16 9 1 and 170 3 , governor of the 
H o stm en ’s com p any 17 13 - 16 . M arried Ja n e , d augh ter of N icholas 
F e n w ick ; died 10  Oct. 1 7 16  and buried  in the church of A ll Sain ts.

R ic h a r d  R id le y ,  Esq. 9th Oct. 1716 .
Gules on a chevron between three falcons silver three 
roundels sable.

Son o f N ich olas R id le y  (above) and  of his w ife M artha M arch. 
A dm itted  to com pany b y  p atrim ony 27 A u g . 170 7 . M ayo r o f the 
tow n 1 7 1 3  and  17 3 2 , governor of the H ostm en 's com pany 17 16 , 
M arried M ary , d augh ter of M atthew  W hite o f N ew castle , a t  
Stannington  18  N o v . 170 7 , died 2 N o v . 1739 , buried in S t. N ich o las ’ .,

M a t t h e w  R id le y ,  Esq. 14th Nov. 1739.
Gules on a chevron between three falcons silver three 
roundels sable. ■ *

Son o f th'e ab ove R ich ard , adm itted to the com pany b y  p atri
m ony 15  Oct. 1 7 3 1 ,  elected governor after his fa th e r ’s-death, 14  N o v . 
* 7 3 9 * alderm an of th e  tow n and m ayo r 17 3 3 , 17 5 1 ,  ^759- M .P . 
fo r th e  tow n in  five  ^parliam ents betw een 174 7 -17 74 . M arried 
E lizab eth , heiress o f her brother S ir  M atthew  W hite of B lagd on , at 
Stan n ington  18  N o v . 174 2 ; died a t H eaton  8 A p r il ’ 1778  aged 66. 
L a rg e  m arb le m onum ent -set up to h is m em ory in 1779  in St. 
N ich olas now  stan d s a t  w est end of nave.

SR M. W . R id le y ,  Bart. 20th A ug. 1778.
R id ley as before quartering W hite as before, on an 
escucheon in pretence the fed hand of Ulster.

Son o f the ab ove M atthew  R id le y , bom  in  N ew castle 28 Oct. 
1 7 4 5 / succeeded to baronetry  176 3 , m arried Sarah , daughter and 
heiress o f B en jam in . C olbom e 12  J u ly  T777, adm itted to com pany b y  
patrim ony 19  D ec. 1766, elected governor upon his fa th er’ s death, 
m ayo r of the tow n 1774 , 1782 and 17 9 1 ;  M .P . for M orpeth 1768 and 
fo r N ew castle  in parliam ents from  1774  to  18 12 . D ied  16  A p ril 18 13 .

o



S R M. W . R id le y ,  Bart. 15th Ju ly , 1836.
R id ley as before quartering W hite as before; red hand 
of Ulster in pretence.

Son o f th ird  baronet (see above, p . 9), born 9 S ep t. 1807 , 
m arried C ecilia P ark e  2 1  Sept. 18 4 1 , adm itted to the com pany b y  
p atrim ony 9 Oct. 1830 , died 25 Sept. 18 77 . Succeeded his fa th er as 
governor.

V is c o u n t  R id le y  ( i ) .  9th. Oct. 1877.
R id ley as before, shield ensigned with a viscount*s 
coronet with mantled helm above, crest a red bull pas
sant ; supporters two bulls gules collared gold three 
pierced molets silver on shoulder of each. Constans 

 ̂ fedei [sic ].

Son o f S ir  M . W . R id le y , fourth  baronet, succeeded as fifth  
baronet 18 77 , adm itted to com pany b y  p atrim ony 9 Oct. 186 7; 
m arried  H on, M ary  M arjoribanks 10  D ec. 18 7 3 ; M .P . N orth N orth 
um berland 186 8-188 5; Lan cash ire  18 8 6 -19 0 1. H om e Secretary  1895- 
1900; created V iscount 19  D ec. 1900; died 14  F e b . 19 16 .

SECOND ROW.

C h a r le s  L o r a in e  B e l l ,  Esq. 9th Oct. 1905.
Sable a fess erminois in chief an escallop between two 
bells and in base a bell between two escallops all silver.

Son o f Jo h n  B e ll of W oolsington and  his w ife Isabel L o ra in e ; 
born 3 J u ly  ;i 836; adm itted to the com pany b y  patrim ony 9 Oct. 
1889 ; sheriff of N orthum berland ; died 13  N o v . 19 2 1 .

R a lp h  H e n r y  C a r r - E l l i s o n .  9th Mar. 1922.
Quarterly 1 and iv  gules a chevron gold between three 
eagles* heads rased silver— E lliso n ; 11 and in  gules on 
a chevron silver three molets sable, a border engrailed 
silver— Carr.

Son of Jo h n  R a lp h  C arr-E llison  of H eb b u m  and D unston H ill, 
D urham , and  H ed geley, N orthum berland ; born 22 Sept. 186 3; 
adm itted to the com pany b y  patrim ony 10  A u g . 1897.



G e o r g e  C h a m b e r s  P o l l a r d .  1923.
Vert a boar passant silver.

. Son  o f George P o lla rd , adm itted b y  p atrim ony 19  A p ril 1899.

• V i s c o u n t  R i d l e y  ( i i i) .  9th Oct. 1929.
Arm s as before.

T h ird  V iscount R id le y , succeeded 19 16 , m arried  U rsu la , daughter 
of S ir  E d w a rd  L u tyen s, adm itted b y  patrim ony.

THE MEMORIAL ESCUCHEONS.

In the seventeenth century the Merchants* company, 
following the prevailing fashion, attached much importance 
to the arms belonging to, or at least used by, their members. 
On 9 Feb. 1642/43 it was “ motioned that every brother 
of this Company bee sumoned to give in a note of the armes 
that he hath to Mr. Timothy D avison .” 3 The company 
was also jealous of the use of its own arms by individual 
members, as on 26 June 1651 members were ordered not 
to impale the arms of the company with their own upon 
funereal hatchments.4 The eight escucheons which now 
hang upon the plaster panels of the walls above the oak 
panelling are those which were by order of the company 
removed from the Old Hall in 18 3 1 ,5 and after being 
cleaned were hung in their present places. They range in 
date from 1642 to-1760, but the earliest, W illiam  and Henry 
W armouth, were not set up until as late as 1674; on 
15th Ju ly  of that year it was considered “  expedient that 
two escucheons should be provided at the Com pany’s 
charge with the Warmouths* armes and hung up in the 
Court for a memoriall of soe worthy benefactors.**6 The

3 SS no. 93, p. 136.
4 Ib id ., p. 75.
5 Ibid., p. 268. The editor has unfortunately confused these 

“  memorial escucheons with the arms, of the governors upon the oak 
panels beneath them.

6 Ibid., p. 218. * The provision of these was carried out economically 
by using the panels of earlier “ worthy benefactors”  and repainting 
them with new achievements of arms.



only other mention of them in the books of the company 
is on 5th Feb. 1676/77, when the wardens were ordered 
to have the escucheon of alderman Davison “  drawne at 
the Company*s charge and placed in the Merchants* 
Court.**7 These memorial escucheons of arms are all of 
the same general style as the two illustrated on plate 11. 
The arms are blazoned, in their, proper colours, upon ovak 
shields on the top of which visored helms, with wreaths 
around and crests above them, are placed. The achieve
ments are all surrounded by flamboyant mantling flowing- 
out at the sides and covering the whole field of the panel. 
Beneath, upon smaller panels, the name and benefactions 
of the man commemorated are recorded. (Two on plate n.)

The materials and workmanship of these armorial 
achievements are thus described by Mr. ,L. C . Evetts, who, 
as said above, has recently cleaned, repaired and where 
necessary repainted them :

“  T h e proportion an d  m easurem ents of the panels v a r y  som e
w hat, but -the average  size, including the fram e, is ap p rox im ate ly  
4 ft. h igh and  2 ft. 9 in. w ide. W ell-seasoned quartered oak  w as 
used fo r the ground of the panels, though inspection of the b a ck  of 
the one bearin g  the arm s of the M erchant A d venturers show s the 
unplaned grain  of pine. T h is panel, w hich is in  an  excellent state 
of preservation , is dated 1789, and is the most reicent of the nine. 
T h e pieces of w ood of w hich this -panel is m a d e  are arran ged  
horizontally, the other panels h ave  their two or ;three pieces jo in ted  
vertica lly . -For the m ost part the joints of the panels h a ve  not 
opened to a n y  perceptible degree. In  fac t, it is exceed in gly  d ifficu lt 
to  trace the jo in ts w here the grain of the wood happens to  be 
straigh t. T h e  m oulding fo r the fram es w as m ade of several pieces of 
p ine— rath er in the m anner of seventeenth and eighteenth-century 
door arch itraves. T h is w as the o n ly  reasonable m ethod o f m aking a  
m oulding of deep and intricate section, each m em ber of w hich h ad  
to be w orked b y  hand.# T h e  fram es are ro ugh ly  6 in . in  w id th /a n d  
are all v e ry  sim ilar in design. T h ere  is evidence on severa l of th e  
older panels of pain ting beneath that recen tly cleaned. W herever 
this older pain ting is v isib le  it is sim ilar in character, though not in 
position, to the pain ting on the surface. T h us, near the m antling,



traces o f other m antling can be seen, w hile letters ap p ear beneath 
the present inscriptions.

V. T h e  p a in tin g  o f the panels is  consistent w ith the technique of 
the h erald ic  p ain ter o f the tim e, and  resem bles closely th at used b y  
the p ain ter and  decorator o f to-day. M ost of the pain ting w as done 
in  a  d irect m anner, th at is, a ll gradations o f colour and  tone w ere 
m ade b y  m erging the p ain t w hilst w et. T h e  on ly  exception to this 
m ethod applies to  the gold portions, w here glazes w ere 'used o ver th e 
gold  le a f.

”  On a ll the p an els white p ain t w as used as a  substitute fo r silver. 
S ilv e r  le a f rem ains untarnished fo r such a  short duration o f tim e 
th at its use is  confined to w orks of rath er ephem eral nature. T o -d a y  
alum in ium  le a f is  used w h erever s ilver le a f m ight h ave  been used 
y e a rs  a g o .”

ON NORTH W ALL.
“ John Rum ney Esqr. Dept, this life ye 3rd day of 

Feby. 1694, & by his last will gave to ye Fellowship of 
Merchants in Newcastle one Hundred pound to be lent to 
a younger trading Brother, for ye term of 3 years without 
intrest, upon reasonable security for ye repayment thereof, 
successively for ever.**

Arm s : silver on a chevron party azure and gules three roses 
g o ld ; crest, on a wreath above a helm mantled silver and 
gu les a lion standing, guardant gu les .

H e .w as th e  son o f Jo h n  R u m n ey  of P en rith , C um berland, 
yeom an, indentured 4 A p ril 16 3 1  to W illiam  B o o n e ,8 boothm an, 
an d  adm itted  to the E a stla n d  com pany9 25 N ov. 16 4 1 . T h e  arm s 
b lazoned a re  those o f the W orcestershire fa m ily  w ith  the field 
changed from  gold  to s ilver. B y  his w ill he left, in  addition to the 
ab o ve , legacies to the poor o f the parishes o f S t. N icholas, St. 
A n d rew , S t . Jo h n  and  A ll H allow s as well as to Je su s  H ospital. H e 
w as sheriff o f the tow n in  1654  and 1683 and w as buried in  the choir 
of S t . N ich o las ’ under a  stone inscribed “  The B u ria l P lac e  of Jo h n  
R u m n ey , M erch an t.”

8 SS  no. 10 1 , p. 250.
9 Incorporated tem p. Elizabeth; charter confirmed by Charles I  and 

Charles I I .  A rm s: gold on the sea in base a ship of three masts ppr. sails and ensigns silver charged w ith a cross gules on a chief gules a leopard gold . Crest, an allocamelus, supporters two bears. Motto,
DESPAIR NOT.



“  Thomas Davison of Ferryhill, Esqr. in ye County of 
Durham , on the 19th Augt. 1755 gave to this Company 
£ 5 0 0 ,  & directed that the Interest W hen & as often as the 
same Amounted to ^ 5 0  should be paid to any son or 
apprentice of a Merchant to enable him to set up & Follow 
the trade of a M erchant.”

A rm s: gold  a fess wavy between six cinquefoils g u les ; 
crest, out of a n a va l’crown above a helm mantled silver 
and gules a dove rising silver holding in its beak a wheat 
stalk p p r .10

„ H e w as the th ird  son o f T im o th y  D avison  (see below , p . 18) and 
of his w ife E lizab eth , d augh ter of S ir  W illiam  B lack ett, an d  gran d 
son of T h om as D aviso n 11 (see below , p . 17 ) . H e w as b o m  in 1675 
and died 5 M arch 176 0  leav in g  no children. He* w as buried  in  the 
church of M errington where his stone y e t rem ain s.12 H e w as not a 
m em ber of the M erchants' com pany.

ON EAST WALL. 0
“  Joseph Atkinson .Esqr. Alderman & twice M ayor of 

this Town Merchant Adventurer and Boothman Deptd. 
this life the 13th March 1712 & b y his last W ill and Testa
ment did give to ye Fellowship of Merchant Adventrs. of 
this Town one Hundred Pound for ever to a Freem an’s son 
or Brother of this Company. 5 Y ears gratis upon good 
.Security.”  ' .

A rm s: aztire a cross between four lions rampant g o ld ; 
crest, upon a wreath above a helm mantled .silver and 

. gules, a dove rising 'silver.
- 'T hese arm s are those of a G loucestershire fam ily  of the nam e. 

H e. w as the son of Cuthbert A tkinson of N ew castle, m aster m ariner, 
apprenticed to M atthew  Je ffreyso n , boothm an, 1 N o v . 1672  and w as 
adm itted to the E a stla n d  com pany 20 Ju ly  1.682.13 B esides the ab ove 
he le ft £50 to the poor of St. N ic h o la s '. H e w as sheriff of the tow n 
in 16 9 1 and m ayor in the years 1694 and  17 0 7 .14

10 Arms granted, to  Sir Alexander Davison in 16 3 1 by Segar.
11 SD 11, 227. - '/
*12 SD h i , .282.
13 SS no. 10 1 , p. 300. :
14 Brand N /C  11, 50 1, 501 and 507. -  . , * • ■ -



“  H enry W armouth Esqr. Alderman & some time 
M ayor of this Town & a member of the Company of 
Merchant Advenr. by his last will & testament dated ye 
8th A pril 1654, gave to ye Common Councel one Hundred 
Pounds to be lent by them to a Brother of ye aforesaid 
society 3 years gratis successively for ever.” 15 ,
Arm s : erminois on a bend azure between two lions rampant 

azure three molets g o ld ; crest, on.a wreath above.a helm  
mantled silver and gules a demi lion rampant erminois 
holing a molet azure.

These arm s are  first recorded a t the h erald ic v isitation  m ade b y  
R ich a rd  S t. G eorge, N o rro y  K in g  of A rm s in  1 6 1 5 . 16 T h e  ab ove 
H e n ry , son o f W illiam  W arm iouth (see below , ,p. 17 ) , w as then 2 1  
years  o f age . H is  m other w as Ju d ith , daughter o f W illiam  W hitting- 
h am , d ean  o f D urham . N either h is enrolm ent as an  apprentice nor 
h is adm ission to the com pany is recorded in  the books of the com 
p a n y .17 H e  w as sheriff of the tow n in  the y e a r  16 3 1 ,  the y e a r  his 
fa th e r w as m ayor, an d  w as h im self m ayo r in cthe ye a r  1644, succeed
in g  S ir  Jo h n  M arley  a fter the tow n w as taken  b y  the Scots. H e w as 
a p p °in te d  d ep u ty  lieutenant fo r the tow n in  October 1644 b y  both 
houses o f p arliam en t, sh ortly  before its  surrender on 19  October. 
H e w as elected m em b er o f parliam ent a fter S ir  H en ry  A nderson w as 
d isab led  from  sitting in 16 4 3 , but h is election w as vo ided 23 Ju ly  
16 4 7 .18

“ Mr. W illiam  Carr Merchant Advenr. deceast April 
ye 14th 1660, at his death gave to the Company of Mercht.* 
Advenr. 2 hundred pound to be lent to 4 Brethren of this 
Com pany five years-gratis & so successively for ever which 
was disposed of ye first of August 1660.”
A r m s : silver on a bend sable between three Cornish 

choughs three ’pards heads rased g o ld ; crest, upon a 
wreath above a.helm  mantled silver and gules a lion 's  
head rased gold, (plate 11.)

15 On 15  Ju ly  1674 “ .the govemour . . . judged it expedient that 
two escutchions should be provided • a t the C om pany's‘ charge with the 
W arm outh's armes and hung up in : Court for a m em orial of soe worthy 
benefactors.”  (SS 93, p. 218.)

16 Northumberland Visitation Pedigrees, ed. Foster, p. 12 1 .
17 See SS  no. 10 1 .
18 Brand, vol. n , pp. 454, 4^2, 465, etc.



T h is  shield is  recorded in  the herald ic v isitation  m ade b y  W illiam  
H a rv e y , N o rro y  K in g  of A rm s in  15 5 2 , in  that m ade b y  L aw ren ce  
D alton  in  15 5 8 19 and  in  th at of 1666 m ade b y  S ir  W illiam  D u gd ale . 
In  the earliest it  is borne q uarterly  w ith  the arm s of W ycliffe , B o w es 
and  B a x te r  and  im paled  w ith  Tro llope, in  the second it q uarters 
W yclrffe an d  in  the last it  is g iven  w ithout a n y  quarterings. H e 
w as the son o f R a lp h  C arr, m erchant, an d  h is w ife  Isab e l, dau gh ter 
of R a lp h  Je n iso n .20 H e w as a  m em ber o f the M ercers' com pany, 
m arried  Ja n e , d augh ter of R a lp h  Cock, and w as buried  in  S t . 
N ich o las ’ ch u rch .21

“  W illiam  W armouth Esqr. Alderman o f Newcastle 
upon Tyne & thrice Maior thereof Governor of ye Company 
of Mercht. Advenrs. gave to ye Common Councel ^ io o , to 
be lent by Them to a Brother of ye foresaid Society for 
3 years gratis Successively for ever, he dyed ye 22ed of 
Ju ly  16 4 2 ^
Arms : the same as Henry, p. 16, plate ir.

H e w as the son of R o b ert W arm outh  o f w hom  nothing is know n. 
H is  adm ission to  th e  com pany is not recorded. H is  w ife  w as Ju d ith , 
d augh ter of dean W h ittingh am  of D urham , and H en ry  (see ab o ve , 
p . 16) w as h is eldest son .23 H e w as governor of the M erch an ts ’ 
com pany in  the y e a rs  1603, 16 30  and 16 39 ; sh eriff o f the tow n in  
1598 and m ayo r in 160 3, 16 14  and  1 6 3 1 .23 (plate 11.)

ON WEST WALL.
“  Thom as Davison Esqr Alderman of Newcastle upon 

Tyne, & sometime Maior, Governor of ye Company of 
Mercht.' Advenrs. by his last will dated ye 25th of Novemr. 
*675, gave to ye Company for ever, his R idges of Land in 
ye Castle Fields now let by Lease at ^ 1 0  =  10s. pr. a'nnm.* 
Conditionally to pay to ye Church wardns. of 3 Churches 
£ 3  pr. annm. ye rest to be Distributed in Decembr. amongst 
ye poor Brethren & Sisters of ye said Company of Merchts. 
yearly for ever.55 ^

Arm s : as no. 2, plate in .
19 SS  no. 122, pp. 74 and 104.
20 E d . Foster, p. 28.
21 B rand  11, 281.
22 Visitation , ed, Foster, p. 1 2 1 .
23 Brand n , pp. 240, 449, 450-51-54*



M erchant and  alderm an o f N ew castle, governor of the M erchants’ 
co m p an y 16 7 0 -16 7 5 , m ayor of the tow n in 166 9 ,24 died aged 7 1. and 
buried  in  S t . N ich o las ’ church 1 D ec. 16 7 6 .25

“  Tim othy Davison E sqr. Alderman of Newcastle upon 
Tyne & sometime Maior, Governor of ye Company of 
Merch. Advenrs. by his last will dated ye 7th of Feb. 1694, 
gave to ye.C om pany ,^300 upon Condition they pay ye 
poor of this Comny. £ 1 2  81 to ye wardns. o f ye 4 Churches 
6*pouds. pr. Annm. to be Distributed imDecembr. yearly 
for ever.55

Arm s : as Thomas on p. 15. . .........................

H e w as the second son of the above Thom as D aviso n ; adm itted 
b y  p atrim o n y a s  boothm an to the E astlan d  com pany 13  Ja n . 1663, 
h e  w as elected d ep uty-govern or of th is com pany 26 M arch 1677  after, 
the death  o f h is fa th e r .26 H e w as governor o f the M erchants’ 
c o m p a n y ,in  1678 , sheriff o f the tow n 1666 and m ayor in 16 7 3 .27 H is 
w ife  w as E lizab eth , .daughter of S ir W illiam  B lack ett; his th ird  son 
Was T h om as D a v iso n '(se e  ab o ve , p. 15). H e died 20 D ec. 1696 
aged  5 5 ; h is w ife  died 10  Sep t. 1694 ;28 th ey were buried in  the nave  
o f S t. N ich o las ’ church. F o r  inscription and arm s upon the stone 
se e 'R ic h a rd so n ’s A rm oria l B earings , etc ., in  S t .  N icholas, p . 57.

ON NORTH WALL. „ ; -  \
Arm s of Merchant Adventurers painted in 1789 : Barry 

, w a v y . silver and amire, a chief quarterly gules and gold  
.• a lion<\passant guardant gold  on 1 and iv/ two 'roses 

* \gules on 11 and in . Crest, a demi pegasus rampant.
. w ings elevated silver each charged with two roses gules ,

"holding a pennon of two tails charged with the cross of 
St. G eorge . Supporters, two pegasi silver yvings 
elevated and charged a s 'o n  crest. Motto— Deus sit 
nosier amicus. (Carved example on frontispiece.)

24 Brand 11, 240 and 492! *
25 Pedigree SD. i i , 227..
26 S S ’ no. j o i , p. 289.
27 Brand n , pp: 240 and 492:93.
28 .SD 11, 227.
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