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The valley of the Breamish is rich in the remains of 
early settlements. Some of these were partly excavated dur
ing the last century,1 and are exceptional among North
umbrian sites in that they produced a certain amount of 
pottery of native manufacture. D uring a field survey of 
the remains on part of the area, Mr. I. A . Richm ond urged 
the desirability of further excavation in the district, and 
through his good offices the Durham U niversity Excavation 
Committee provided two workmen for a fortnight to carry 
out a partial examination of one of the sites. The writer is 
greatly indebted to Major B . G. Bryant, the owner of the 
land, for his kindness in permitting the work to be carried 
out. Thanks are also due to the Ancient Monuments De
partment of H .M , Office of W orks for permission to ex
cavate in a scheduled monument; and to M r. J .  W alsh, 
whose assistance during the second week proved of great 
value.

It was originally hoped that( the excavations would be 
continued on a slightly larger scale in 1940, as the 1939 
work raised problems rather than settled them. But it 
seems possible that a further examination of the site may

1 H ist. Berwickshire N a t . Club, iv , pp. 29 3-315 .
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have to be postponed for some years, and it has therefore 
been-decided to publish an account of the work carried out 
so far. It is intended, however,-to limit this report to a 
description of the actual results of the excavation, and to 
exclude as far as possible any discussion of the general 
problems raised. For the same reason, no report has been 
published on the mineral and organic characteristics of the 
soils from the site.

PO SITIO N  OF T H E SIT E .

1  he site differs considerably in character from the neigh
bouring settlements, but it was selected for excavation as it 
appeared to be the only one which had not undergone con
siderable alteration during its period of use. It stands a 
little under half a mile south-west of Ingram, about 2,000 
feet south of the Breamish, and 800 feet due north of the 
cottage named Ingram H ill. It is marked on the i-inch and 
6-inch to the mile Ordnance Survey maps (6-inch sheet 
n . x x v i i . S W . Lat. 550 26' 09" N. Long. 1 °  58' 56" W ). It 
stands on a ridge, about 550 feet above Ordnance Datum, 
with the ground rising to the west but falling away to the 
north, east, and south. The whole of the adjacent area is 
covered with cultivation terraces.

T H E S IT E . (F ig . I.)
Before excavation, the site appeared as a nearly circular 

enclosure of about 160 feet external diameter, within which 
could be seen the remains of seven or eight house sites. 
S ix  of these adhered to a fairly uniform plan of one large 
rectangular room with a smaller room adjacent. House 7 
contained only one room, while house 6 was so obscure that 
even its existence is not absolutely certain. W ith the excep
tion of house 8, all the buildings were in contact with the 
enclosure-wall. There were possible entrances to the en
closure on the east and south. Cultivation terraces were in 
contact with the enclosure on all sides, and appeared to be 
later.



T H E  E X C A V A T I O N S .

The site was. first surveyed, and marked out in a refer- 
ence-grid by pegs at 50 foot intervals. For the purposes 

!of description, co-ordinates were measured from the south
west corner and are given as (e.g.) 100 N, 60 E , although 
the orientation is not exact. The grid is indicated on the 
plans.

The principal work done during the excavation was an 
examination of house 2, and a trench across the whole of the. 
interior. Some work was also' done on the supposed 
entrances, and several small trenches were dug across the 
enclosing wall and ditch in an.attempt to trace an earlier 
palisade-trench found beneath the visible remains. It will 
be convenient to describe the remains of the more recent 
period first;

Enclosing W all and Ditch. (F ig . 2.)
Sections were cut across the wall and ditch at three places 

(100 N, 20 E ;  105 N, 18 0 -E ; 30 N, 60 E) and a partial 
examination was made at four other points, the inside face 
of the wall being located'at three (20 N, 100 E ;  170 N , 
80 E ;  180 N, 130 E), the outside, at one (180 N, 130 E) 
and the ditch alone at the entrance, at which point the wall 
has been almost entirely removed. The ditch is of variable 
size, generally about five feet wide and two or three feet 
deep, of blunt V  section. It is separated from the wall by 
a narrow berm. ' The wall maintains a fairly uniform thick
ness of seven feet. It is faced on either side with large 
stones, and the interior is filled with rubble, clay, or sandy 
loam. The outer face is well built, but the inner face is 
very ro u gh .' The stones used in this and in the houses was 
obtained**locally.- * It-comprised Cheviot granite, ;andesite 
(“  porphyry n) and felsite.2

The excavations suggested that the outer face was first

2 I  am indebted to Mr, Tomkieff of King’ s College for these identifica
tions.
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built in order to mark out the site. The excavation of the 
ditch and the filling of the wall then proceeded at the same 
time as the construction of the houses and the inner face of 
the wall.

The wail appears never to have exceeded its present 
height of about 3 feet, for the stone footings of the con
temporary houses still lie on top of it. Too little excavation

was carried out to determine whether the wall was higher 
in the intervals between the houses.

The Entrance.
The method of excavation which it was intended to adopt 

at the supposed entrances was to cut trenches on either side 
of the gap to locate the wall face, and then to follow this 
along to the entrance. A t 40 N 150 E , the most probable 
entrance by surface indications, it was found that the wall 
facing had been completely removed, but the ditch proved 
to be continuous across the gap. Attention was therefore
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transferred to the other possible site (30 N 60 E). Here the 
ditch was found to be interrupted, and there was a gap in 
the outer face of the wall. But on attempting to follow this 
supposed entrance through the wall, the solid core, was at 
once encountered. Moreover, the section showed at the 
top of the bank an obviously recent turf-line, covered with 
5 or 6 inches of soil. It seems certain, therefore, that the 
gap at this point was due to recent stone-robbing.

Returning to the other possible entrance site, a trench 
was cut approximately on .the line of the wall, in the hope 
that the side walls of the entrance might have escaped. The 
core of the wall was found at the south-west end of the 
trench, but no built facing remained. The absence of stone 
from the greater part of this trench makes it exceedingly 
probable that the original entrance was in fact at this point. 
The ditch is only a slight obstacle, and could easily be 
bridged by a few stout branches. It was-clear, however, 
that the site had been completely robbed, and too little time 
was available to make an adequate examination of such a 
difficult area. Further work on the entrance was therefore 
postponed until a future season.

Interior of Enclosure .
The interior of the enclosure where examined by the 

east-west trench showed few signs of disturbance. A  post- 
-hole and a small gutter cut in the natural rock (near 35 E) 
and a minor palisade-trench (135 E) were found, but were 
not followed beyond the limits of the trench. These remains 
probably belonged to the earlier occupation described below.

House 2.. (PI. v iii, fig. .1, and fig. 3.)
The greater part of the work was devoted to an examina

tion o f ’house 2, but although structurally interesting, it 
proved completely barren of “  finds,”  except for a few small 
iron nails.

The house contained two rooms. That at the south end 
may be dismissed very briefly. Its internal dimensions



were roughly 10 feet by 8 feet, enclosed by the remains of 
a wall of earth or light clay, reinforced with occasional 
stones, but retaining no trace of its original face. There 
seemed , to be some indication of a slight floor of small 
stones, but this .was extremely indefinite, and it is possible 
that the room was unpaved.

The northern room was more impressive. Its length 
internally was 20. feet, and it tapered from 10 feet wide at 
the south end to 8 feet at the north, with walls generally 2 or 
3 feet thick. The north end wall was built of small stones 
set edgeways, two courses remaining on the outside and one 
on the inside, and the south wall was of similar construction 
but some larger stones were used. The two side walls were 
built of large stones generally laid on Lheir broader face. 
The northern end of the west wall was found never to have 
had any outer facing of stone. The amount of fallen stone 
did not suggest that the stonework of the walls ever rose 
much higher than it does now, and it seems probable that 
the upper part of the walls was of clay.

The roof was apparently supported by two posts set 
close to the outer (eastern) wall (marked by poles in plate v iii , 
fig. 1). Although others were carefully searched for, they 
could not be found, and the'finished building was probably 
of pent-house form. It is possible, however, that the 
opposite posts merely rested on the solid rock.

The floor was formed of stones of varying size, but 
generally small and roughly laid. Near the centre some 
larger, stones were set in a rough oval, as if for a hearth, 
and there was a small stake-hole close by. There was, how
ever, no burnt material on the <£ hearth,”  and the floor 
showed no signs of occupation. It seems possible that this 
house was never inhabited.

The relation between the house and the enclosing wall 
is of interest. The order of construction seems to have been 
as follows : —

The outer face of the enclosing wall was first constructed 
of large stones. The house-site was then levelled up, and
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the inner face of the rampart built on the levelled material, 
form ing also the inner face of the house wall. The space 
between the inner and outer facings was then filled with 
rubble'and clay to a height of 2 or 3 feet, and on top of 
this the outer face of the house wall was built. A s men
tioned above, it seems probable that the upper part of the 
house walls was of clay, and the large mound of material 
covering the outer wall of house 3 may be the remains of 
this. T h is mound is visible in the background of plate vm , 
fig. 1.

The only relics found in clearing the house were several 
small iron nails scattered through the topsoil. There is no 
evidence that these are of the same date as the house. A  
fragment of modern pottery was also found in the topsoil.

TH E EA R LIER  ST R U C T U R E S. (PI. V III , fig. 2, and fig. 4.)
On removing the floor of house 2 the remains of earlier 

structures were found. The main feature was a blunt V- 
shaped trench about 15 inches deep cut in the natural rock 
and packed with a double row of stones, evidently the foot
ing of a wooden palisade. This is shown in plate vm , fig. 2, 
passing under the wall of house 2. The shovel on the left of 
the plate rests in thapalisade trench. Associated with it were 
post-holes and other smaller palisade trenches. These 
remains were not found until near the end of the excavation, 
and too little was cleared to enable the plan of the structures 
which they represent to be recovered. The remains near 
house 2 are shown in the plan, fig. 4.

Little need be said about the minor structures. A  post
hole and a small palisade trench (marked by the most 
distant pole in plate vm ) lay underneath the wall of the later 
enclosure. T h is post-hole and the two near by (marked by 
the three other poles) suggest by their arrangement that 
these earlier structures are not all of one period, but this 
requires to be verified by further d igging. A  greasy grey 
clay was generally associated with, the earlier remains.

It was decided to spend the short time that remained in





an attempt to trace the course of the main palisade by small 
trial trenches. The distribution of these trenches was of 
necessity rather erratic, as it seemed undesirable to disturb 
any of the later structures when they could not be fully 
examined, and the search was only partly successful. Out
side the area shown in the detailed plan, the palisade, 01* 
another similar, was found at 26 N 100 E , near house 7. A 
shallow gutter at 104 N 36 E  (with a post-hole near) and at 
129 N 44 E  may be a trace of its line. There was appar
ently an entrance through the palisade under the north end 
of house 2.

Fragm ents of coarse pottery were found at 116  N 168 E 
in a small hollow in the natural rock, not a post-hole (marked 
by a white rectangle in plate vm , fig. 2), and against the in
side of the palisade trench at 138 N 160 E , 85 N 168 E , and 
28 N 100 E , but those from 85 N 168 E  had been badly 
crushed and could not be preserved. Two small scraps were 
also found at 175 N 125 E . The pottery is described separ
ately.

D ATE.

In a preliminary report of this nature, with the prospect 
of further work on the site in the future, a long detailed 
discussion seems unnecessary, and in any case is not justified 
by the material available.

The pottery associated with the earlier remains is con
sidered separately, together with other sherds from North
umbrian sites. Its crudity does not permit anything 
approaching precise dating, but it is of a type which seems 
to have continued in use during the Roman and pagan 
vSaxon periods at least. How far beyond these limits its use 
may have extended it is impossible to say.

The later structures had no relics associated with them, 
but the house-type can be very closely paralleled by the 
single rectangular house at Gunnar Peak,3 which was cer
tainly occupied during the Roman period, but this house



stands near the centre of a rectangular enclosure and is 
associated with circular huts, one of which is attached to 
the end of the rectangular house. Typologically, the 
arrangement at Ingram Hill should perhaps be regarded as 
rather later than this, but until much more work has been 
done on these sites any argument from typology must be 
considered suspect.

Nothing definite can be said as to the difference in date 
between the earlier and later structures, but the way in which 
the later wall apparently follows roughly the same line as 
the main palisade suggests that one was the immediate 
successor of the other.
^  On the whole, it seems fairly safe to say that the two 
occupations fall within the period a .d . 0-700. But it must 
be realized that even this dating depends on very slender 
evidence. It is to be hoped that greater precision may be 
possible as a result of further digging.

C U LTIV A TIO N  T ER R A C ES.

The excavation showed that the cultivation terraces were 
in fact later'than the settlement. The section at 106 N, 5 to 
30 E provides the clearest evidence for this, but at 184 N 
130 E  and 106 N 190 E it was also clear that the terraces 
were later. But it is not possible to say how long the site 
had been uninhabited before the cultivation which produced 
the terraces commenced.

P A R T  I I . ' A  P O T S H E R D  F R O M  IN G R A M  H I L L  A N D  SO M E  
K I N D R E D  T Y P E S  O F V O T A D IN IA N  P O T T E R Y .

B y  I a n  A .  R i c h m o n d .

The small extent of present excavation and the relative 
simplicity of the remains at Ingram Hill account well 
enough for the paucity of relics discovered. The most 
striking relic, associated with the earlier timber structure,



was a large portion (fig. 6, no. 12), consisting of three con
joined fragments, of the lower wall of a large pottery vessel, 
originally about a foot wide at the belly and probably 
barrel-shaped. It is made of coarsely-levigated clay with 
rough unburnished surface, worked up into a potsherd 
rather over three-quarters of an inch thick. The vessel has 
not been turned on the wheel and its form is graceless and 
lumpy’. The external surface is considerably pitted by 
both exposure and everyday wear; while the inside, where 
impressions remain, shows signs of having been worked 
up with the fingers and with something like a shaping-cloth. 
There can, then, be no doubt that so coarse a type of ware is 
a local native production. It has been fired in a kiln to 
harden' it, though the firing can hardly have been intense, 
since otherwise the quite large fragments of stone visible 
in the bod’y ’ of the fragm ents’ would have split with the 
heating, ruining the vessel in the process. The crude and 
graceless vessel is obviously the unsophisticated product of 
a primitive community, and although it must not be denied 
that the sheer weiglit of the material called for some dexter
ity in manufacture, there is no reason why any Cheviot 
village community might not* have produced pottery of this 
character in any epoch^ifi^isolated and thrown back upon 
its own local resources. Failing comparative material, it 
would be difficult to say more of so uninformative a piece. 
But comparison at once permits us to say that this type of 
primitive ware seems to be absent from two archaeological 
horizons, where the bulk of material available for com
parison is sufficiently large to render absence of a type 
significant. W are of the Ingram Hill type does not occur’ 
in deposits of the Roman W all and associated forts. There 
is, for example, the very sharpest distinction in levigation, 
wheel-turning and surface finish, between these fragments 
and those of the * coarsest Rom an amphorae. Again, 
medieval sites, from the twelfth century onwards, produce 
no ware like This. Indeed, the coarse levigation, hand- 
manufacture, slight-firing and pitted sun-baked surface con-



nect the technique rather with an older cycle of culture 
represented by the Bronze-Age food-vessel or urn, though 
it should be said at once that the technical ability of the 
Bronze-Age potter resulted in a far finer achievement in 
decoration and material.

It is, then, fortunate that the Ingram Hill fragment does 
not stand altogether alone. It can be recognized as con
nected with the pottery recovered from other sites in the 
area, mostly by George Tate, of the Berwickshire Natur
alists' Club, who undertook in 1861 a remarkable series of 
excavations under the patronage of the Duke of North
umberland. These excavations, sporadic but very well con
ducted by the standards of their time, were regarded as 
disappointing in results. They yielded some highly interest
ing plans, but few relics to men who valued relics more for 
beauty or intrinsic worth than* for their social significance. 
The temptation was often to throw pottery away, unless it 
attracted the collector. Tate was wiser : nearly all the relics 
which he recovered went to Alnwick Castle Museum, where 
eighteen kindred pieces of pottery yet remain, in the obscur
ity to which their fragmentary form and rough technique 
condemned them amid the abounding treasures of a wealthy 
collector. Ten fragments are here selected for description 
and illustration (figs. 5, 6) : and to these is added an 
eleventh, from Howick, noted in a previous volume of 
Arckceologia A eliana , but here brought into connexion with 
similar sherds. Their numbers refer to figs. 5 and 6.

(1) From  Brough Law , the hill-fort dominating the district of 
♦ Ingram  and the settlements of the upper Bream ish valley. A  plain 

roll rim  (fig. 5, 1), from  an almost straight-sided vessel splaying 
outwards in the slightest of curves below the rim. The outer 
surface of the pot, which -has evidently been used for cooking, is 
begrimed and encrusted with burnt matter, due to the contents 
boiling over or spilling. The inner surface is brick red, w ith a  grey- 
black core, and shows traces of horizontal smoothing w ith the 
fingers.

The same excavation at Brough L aw  produced a fragm ent from  
the shoulder of a fine grey jar, with hard biscuit-coloured core, of



Rom an date, probably early second century. I t  is mentioned by 
Tate (Proc. Berw ickshire N at. C lub , i§£#-56, p. 306), but the pieces 
are not proved to be associated, except in time of discovery. Both 
fragm ents are now in Alnwick Castle Museum.

(2) From  Greaves Ash, the well-known and complex homestead 
settlem ent which developed from a double ring-enclosure at Lin- 
hope, west of Brough Law . A  plain roll rim  (fig. 5, 2) like the 
form er, but flattened on the top, so as to produce, unintentionally, 
a slight external convexity im m ediately below the rim. The body 
is coarse, and is fired to a  biscuit colour on the surface and grey 
within. Sm all chips of stone are .visible in the core, and the outer 
surface, heavily  smoke-begrimed, is cracked and pitted like sun- 
dried brick. Now in Alnwick Castle Museum.

(3) From  Greaves Ash, as no. 2. A  larger fragm ent from the rim 
(fig- 5> 3) of a very  solidly built, straight-sided pot, about 1 1  inches 
in diameter at the rim, made of coarse clay containing much small 
grit and at least one large pebble. The external surface, consider
ab ly  pitted, is bright brick-red and exhibits grass-stalk im pressions: 
the inner surface exhibits numerous grass-stalk impressions all 
pulled towards the horizontal b y  fingering, a  process of which 
e v id e n t. traces remain. The core is dense grey-black. Now in 
Alnwick Castle Museum.

(4) From  Greaves Ash, as nos. 2 and 3. A  fragm ent of a  rim 
(fig. 5, 4) intended for a roll but rendered almost flat on top, 
evidently b y  pressure from the fingers. The clay is very  coarse and 
the surface colouring as no. 2, with an ashen grey core. There is 
m uch 'sooty  deposit on the exterior, with cracking of the surface, 
often due to the emergence of grit. The internal surface exhibits 
traces of smoothing, as with a shaping-cloth. Now in-A lnw ick 
Castle Museum. . . . .  .

(5) From  Chesters, a small ring-fort with hut-sites", south-west of 
Brough Law . The roll-rim (fig. 5, 5) from  a lum py, irregular, 
straight:sided vessel, about 10 inches in diameter at the rim, all 
much begrimed but once biscuit-coloured. Horizontal smoothing 
with th e ; finger-tips is very  clear on the inner surface, with some

-  grass-stalk impressions running entirely'horizontal. Now in 'A lnw ick 
Castle Museum. .

(6) F ro m  Chesters, as no. 5. A  ro ll-rim  (fig. 5 , 6), incurved  from  
a  low  bow l w ith  bright, red  surface and b lack  .core, sp lit b y  large 
pebbles. T h e  action  .of sm all fingers in  shaping the in curved  rim  
is v e r y  evid ent, an d  it  is also  clear th a t  the exterior h as been w iped 
over, a s  w ith  a  shaping-cloth. N ow  in A ln w ick C astle M useum .

(7) From  Greaves .A sh,’ as nos. 2, 3 and 4, P art of the wall 
(fig. 6, 7) of a large heavy-built bucket-shaped vessel, with much
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begrim ed exterior, b iscuit-coloured interior surfaces, an d  a  core 
v a ry in g  from  b lack  to  ashen-grey containing num erous stone fra g 
m ents. T h e  vessel has been sm oothed both  e xtern a lly  and  in tern
a l ly  w ith  som e tool w hich  has produced m arks suggestive of a  p a ir 
o f wooden h ands, and h as been tech n ica lly  a  v e ry  in teresting piece. 
N ow  in  A ln w ick  C astle  M useum .

^  (8) F ro m  G reaves A sh , as nos. 2, 3 , 4 and 7. P a r t  o f the base
and  w all (fig. 6, 8) of a  bellied  pot a t  least s ix  inches in  d iam eter. 
T h e  surfaces v a r y  in colour from  b iscu it to  ashen-grey, and th e  core 
from  b lack  to  ashen-grey. T h e  base h as been shaped extern ally  

J b y  sm all finger-tips, and  although finger-tip im pressions can also 
be seen and  fe lt  in tern ally  th e y  h a ve  been sm oothed over b y  
w iping, as  w ith  a  shaping-cloth. T h e  exterior is c ra c k e d 'b y  some 
large  g rit in th e  core, and there is one prom inent grass-im pression 
(not show n on th e  draw ing). T h e  bottom  of th e  pot, though stable, 
is not qu ite  fla t, and looks as if  it  had  been pressed on an earth 
surface. T h is  sherd is figured b y  T ate  in Proc. B erw icksh ire  N a t . 
C lub , p . 3 18 , p i. 8, no. 1 .  N ow  in  A ln w ick  Castle M useum .

(9) F ro m  Chesters, as nos. 5 an d  6. A  fragm ent o f w a ll (fig. 6, 9), 
fro m  n ear the base, of a  vessel w ith  everted  sides. T h e technique 
o f form in g th e  sides is v e r y  evident. T h e y  h ave  been b u ilt up in 
long rolls, the upperm ost of rath er fine c la y , m arred b y  tw o b ig  
pebbles m easuring J-in ch  and  J-in ch  across, th e  low er of coarser 
c la y . T h e  fine c la y  h as fired b rick  red, the coarse c la y  d irty  biscuit- 
g re y . M uch fin g e r-p a ttin g . is  v is ib le  on the exterior, w hile  the 
in terior h as been w iped sm ooth. N ow  in A ln w ick  C astle M useum .

(10) F ro m  Chesters, as nos. ^5, 6 and  9. T h e  base (fig. 6, 10) of 
a  sm all pot, so pinched a t  th e  low est; edge b y  sm all fingers as alm ost 
to  form  a  pedestal. T h e  touch  of the fingers on the inside a t  the 
base of th e  vessel is  also  visib le . T h e  vessel is m uch b lackened 
round th e  edge o f the base, b u t is brick-red elsewhere. T h is  base 
is figured b y  T a te  (P roc . B erw icksh ire  N a t. C lub , 1952-6, p. 3 16 , 
p i. 8, no. 2). N ow  in  A ln w ick  C astle  M useum . -

( n )  F ro m  H ow ick , a  ro ck y  h ill-top  north  o f C hath ill. P a r t  of 
th e  base and  w all (fig. 6, 1 1 )  o f a  bucket-shaped vessel, about 
6 f  inches in  d iam eter a t  the base, fired b righ t red e xtern a lly  and 
d u ll red  in tern a lly  and exh ib itin g  a  b lack  core fu ll of large g rit (see 
A A 4 x v i ,  p i. x v i ,  no. 1 ,  and p . 12 5 ). T h e  outer surface exh ib its 
m uch horizontal fingering, the inner surface has been sm oothed over 
and has cracked . T h e  bottom  of the pot retains num erous grass- 
s ta lk  im pressions. T h is  pot does not appear to  h ave  been used on 
a fire, and  it  com es from  H o w ick  H eugh  where a pagan  Saxon  
cem etery  w as associated  w ith  a  litt le  R o m an o -B ritish  m ateria l, 
in cluding a  second-century brooch (A A 4 x v i, 120-128). T h us while
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th e  sherd m a y  be earlier th an  or contem porary w ith  -the Saxon  
interm ents it  is not lik e ly  to  be later. N ow  in th e  B lack g a te , 
N ew castle  upon T yn e .

T o  th is catalogue of single pieces or groups from  know n sites 
fo u r m ore item s are to  be added. A  large fragm ent from  the w all 
of a  straight-sided  vessel v e r y  like those a lread y  described w as found 
un stratified  in  19 33  w ith in  the h ill- fo r t .a t  Old B ew ick . T h e  piece 
is  large  and h e a v y , lo ad ea  w ith  m uch grit in a  grey-b lack  core and 
h e a v ily  fr ittered  a w a y  on its  extern al biscuit-coloured surface. The 
in terior surface, d irty  g rey  in colour, is sm oothed down w ith  hand 
or cloth , obscuring finger im pressions still tangib le. T h is  piece is 
now  in th e  B la ck g a te , N ew castle  upon T y n e  (no. 1933-39). ■

Seco n d ly , excavatio n s a t  O llerchesters, as y e t  unpublished, re
covered  som e sm all fragm ents o f sim ilar w are in association w ith  
post-holes and  palisade-trenches below  a  m edieval farm stead  itse lf 
earlier th an  th e  Scottish  W ars of Independence. T h e  sim ilarity  ol 
conditions a t  O llerchesters to  those a t Ingram  H ill m ust not rem ain 
unobserved.

T h e th ird  group o f fragm ents com es from  G unnar P e a k , w here 
R o m e H a ll found in 1882 a  large piece of rim , from  a  vessel sim ilar 
to  no. 4. T h is  w as found in the large central h u t, w here R om an  
p o tte ry  in  fa ir  abundance and  _a ~second-century trum pet-brooch 
w ere also recovered. B u t  it  is perhaps more sign ificant th a t, in 
excavatio n s m ade in 19 4 1, M r. A . H . A . H ogg recovered sm all fra g 
m ents o f sim ilar w are from  the original ground leve l associated  w ith  
a  larger enclosure whose ruined ram p art is  overlaid  b y  the ram p art 
o f the hom estead defined b y  R om e H all.

F in a lly , in Y e v e r in g  B e ll h ill-fort George T ate  discovered in 
1862 p o tte ry  resem bling th a t  a t G reaves A sh . One illustrated  fra g 
m ent (P ro c . B erw icksh ire  N a t . C lub , 1856-62, p. 452, pi. x v i, no. 3) 
m erits p a rticu lar attention . I t  has an alm ost fla t rim , w ith  broad 
extern al h orizontal groove below  it  b y  the finger and term inatin g 
in a  w ell-m arked  shoulder, v e r y  like  the latest p o ttery  found a t 
Ja r ls h o f {Proc. Soc. A n t .  Sco t.  lx v iii , 283-298). L ign ite  arm lets 
{Proc. B erw icksh ire  N a t. C lub , 1856-62, p. 452, pi. x v i ,  nos. 4, 5, 6), 
whose m ateria l w as confused w ith  oak, were found in tw o other h uts. 
I t  is v e r y  m uch regretted  th a t  the w hereabouts of these relics is 
now  unknow n. ^

The available material has now been described or noted, 
and it becomes evident that our picture of the manufacture 
and uses of this type of pottery is notably enlarged. The  
vessels made, it would seem, by feminine hands, were made



on the ground, where grass was growing, and were built up 
by shaping coil upon coil of plastic clay. The clay was not 
carefully washed, with the result that the surface of the 
finished pot was rough and often blemished by grit which 
had cracked and burst out during firing. Accidents of this 
kind would have been more numerous had the firing to 
which the vessels were subjected been more intense. The  
purpose of the finished vessels is also clear : there is no 
doubt that they were intended for domestic use and mostly 
for the cooking of which many exhibit such evident traces. 
Some, on the other hand, not used on the hearth, must 
have served as table-vessels or store-vessels.

A  general date for the ware also emerges from the facts 
disclosed. It is everywhere associated with the Iron-Age 
hill forts and homesteads of the Votadinian tribe which 
preceded the social development of feudal Northumberland, 
passing little changed from pre-Roman times into the pages 
of early Saxon literature (see Antiquity xv , p. 88). A s  
already remarked (p. 123), it is into this epoch, when 
Bronze-Age and Iron-Age cultures for long overlapped in 
the primitive northern communities, that the technique 
most readily fits. Nor is the phenomenon confined to 
Northumberland. This type of pot, with straight sides and 
plain roll rim, forming bucket-like or barrel-like vessels, is 
well known in Iron-Age Scotland where Covesea Cave, Old 
K eig and Loanhead of Daviot provide a starting-point (for 
references, see p. 132) and a break in form, though hardly 
in technique, with the older Bronze-Age tradition. The  
form is found again in a Scottish hill-fort of the second 
century a . d . at Edgerston, which yielded large portions of 
a vessel indistinguishable from nos. 5 and 6 and kindly 
submitted to the writer- for inspection by Dr. Kenneth 
Steer. Traprain Law  has produced numerous sherds of the 
same type; while at homestead-sites at Sourhope, R o x
burghshire, on the northern slope of Cheviot, the ware is 
carried on by associated relics towards the twelfth century. 
The tradition may even have been carried further afield.



Very similar pottery comes from Pant-y-Saer at Llanfair- 
mathafarneithaf in Anglesey, where it was associated with 
a fifth-century silver brooch of North-British type and falls 
within the area occupied by Cunedda’s Votadinian 
foederati. There is thus more than one hint that these 
wares, once established, were produced for a very long time 
over a wide area in the north.

The Northumbrian area, however, appears to provide 
the most curious proof of the endurance and vicissitudes of 
this tradition in pottery manufacture. Exhibited in the 
Blackgate Museum, Newcastle upon Tyne, is a little pipkin 
(fig. 5, b), found in Heworth parish-church. yard { A A 1 i, 
124-5 an(i Fwst Annual Report, 33-34), containing a small 
number, not precisely recorded, of stycas of K in g Egfrith 
( a .d .  670-685). The tiny vessel, 2 f  inches high, is coarsely 
fashioned in familiar native style, though the clay is better 
levigated than in foregoing examples. The resource of the 
maker is shown by a roughly stamped decoration, forming 
blocks of tiny oblongs and triangles, which are irregularly 
disposed on the neck and lower wall of the little jug, while 
a zone of vertical scored lines, set below a circlet of single 
oblong stampings, occupies the shoulder. Opposite a rudi
mentary spout there was once a lug or handle, now broken 
off so as to reveal that the core is dark grey-black as in the 
rougher vessels considered above. In fact, it is not difficult 
to see in the Heworth pipkin a hybrid Britto-Saxon product, 
whose fabric has an evident affinity with native British 
tradition, while the crude stamped decoration in blocks and 
zones is related, however distantly, to the stamped Saxon 
wares current in the fifth and early sixth century.

If the Heworth pipkin might thus be thought to mark 
the advent of new modes and influences upon the native 
scene, heralding the close of an epoch, a beginning is 
probably indicated by an exceptionally curious vessel 
(fig* 5> A)> found by the Rothbury antiquary, D. D . Dixon, 
in a barrow 26 feet in diameter, situated 120 yards north of 
W illie ’s Cairn on Spital Hill, about two miles south-west



of Rothbury. The find was published, with an inadequate 
photograph, in his Upper Coquetdale (p. 138 and fig. b). 
The jar is just over 5 J  inches high, 5 !  inches in diameter at 
shoulder, 4 I inches in diameter at the rim and 2 J  inches in 
diameter at the base. Like the Saxon vessel, it is of rather 
better quality than those which we have been discussing; 
the clay is better levigated and the fabric is, finer. Its form 
also dissociates it from the coarse barrel-shaped vessels of 
Greaves Ash or Howick. Its outline is matched rather by 
many Romano-British pots, in which the everted rim, well 
defined neck and high shoulder, above which are perched 
two small handles, are familiar features. But neither the 
fabric nor the decoration associate the jar with classic 
models. In fact, the cracked and sun-dried appearance of 
the surface have permitted the jar to remain for many years 
unnoticed among the Bronze-Age “  food-vessels M of the 
Blackgate, while the shoulder is decorated with three 
meagre rows of shallow and degenerate, yet unmistakable, 
“  maggot ”  ornament, arranged in a zigzag terminated by 
a horizontal belt of the same. No purely Bronze-Age in
terment can have produced this very remarkable hybrid 
vessel, and fortunately we are in a position to define in 
some degree its relation to a truly Bronze-Age object. In 
the cairn from which it came, as Dixon observed, this vessel 
belonged to a secondary burial. The primary burial was 
contained in a very large urn (Dixon, ibid,, f ig .  a ), also in 
the Blackgate Museum, of the latest Middle Bronze-Age 
type, made at the time when the collar had become a cordon. 
A  jar which was secondary in relation to such a vessel, 
obviously that of a wealthy and powerful chief, is not likely 
to have pre-dated the latest Bronze A ge. The Spital Hill 
handled jar is in fact a hybrid. Its fabric and decoration 
connect it with Bronze A g e tradition, its form is purely of 
the Iron A ge, and in the north such forms as this were 
hardly current before the close of the first.century a .d .  The  
artist who modelled this jar was steeped in traditions of 
decoration and fabric a thousand years old, but at the same



time copied up-to-date forms. No archaeological relic yet 
discovered in northern Britain better supports the thesis of 
cultural fusion in the Highland Zone (Personality of 
Britain, ed. 3, p. 35) than this singularly interesting vessel: 
and in this-view Sir Cyril Fox, who has discussed the 
problem with the writer, concurs.

If, then, it was possible to produce in Northumberland 
the type of jar just described, in which Bronze-Age tech
nique is applied to Iron-Age form, the relation of such a 
vessel as this to the group represented at Ingram Hill and 
adjacent Cheviot sites is worth discussion. These sites, as 
is well known, have yielded Romano-British pottery, as at 
Gunnar Peak arid Brough Law, a Saxon'knife, as at Brough 
Law,- and Romano-British glass armlets, as at Greaves Ash  
and Yeverm g Bell. But the relationship of the primitive 
sherds which form their most distinctive product is not with 
R om e; and it will be remarked that at Brough Law  associa
tion is unproven, while at Gunnerton one fragment only 
accompanied the Roman sherds, and the others demon
strably belonged to an earlier epoch, whose affinities are 
with the ultimate Bronze A g e at Old K eig {Proc. Soc. Ant.  
Scot. Ixix, 168-213), Jarlshof {op. cit. lxviii, 283-98) and 
Loanhead of Daviot {op. cit. Ixxi, 401-405) and with the 
lignite armlets of Yevering : compared, for example, with 
Traprain Law , Milking Gap { A A 4 xv, 347-9)' or Gunnar 
Peak, the absence of Roman sherds in these sites is very 
remarkable. There is, then, no reason to doubt that these 
Iron-Age sites and their wares go back to pre-Roman times, 
and the typological link with' the Scottish sites at least finds 
an echo in the extent of the Cheviot tribal territory as 
defined by Roman geographers: the Votadini extended 
from Tyne to Forth. W e have been furnished, however, 
with more than one hint that the production of such ware 
as has been' discussed continued over a long period, surviv
ing the impact of Rome and receptive, as at Heworth, of 
Saxon influences. This is suggested by the associations of 
Sourhope, Pant-y-Saer and Ollerchesters, and even Ingrarn
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Hill itself, where the plan of the enclosure is more sophis
ticated and more advanced than any other settlement, in the 
valley. The evidence is very tenuous, the reasoning in
ferential rather than deductive; yet there is nothing more 
likely than that the primitive style of pot-making lasted as 
long as the use of the settlements themselves, and St. Cuth- 
bert’s Life indicates that such dwellings were still the 
Lammermuir or Cheviot type of homestead at the end of 
the seventh century. Further, the long continuity derives 
support from the two hybrid vessels introduced at an earlier 
stage. These vessels are freaks, and their relationship to 
the general group is distant if unmistakable. But it is the 
Spital Hill jar which indisputably links our fabric with the 
Bronze A ge, while the Heworth pipkin seems to show that 
the old style of fabric survived long enough to be fashioned 
to Saxon taste.


