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X .—H E N R Y  L E IC E S T E R  H IC K S .

By F . Austin Child.

Henry Leicester Hicks (plate xi) was born in Newcastle 
upon Tyne on the 5th February, 1883, the second son of 
W illiam Searle Hicks, a distinguished ecclesiastical archi
tect of this city. He was educated at a preparatory school at 
Alnmouth and at St. Bee’s School, Cumberland. After 
leaving school he elected to study architecture in the office 
of his father and his uncle, the late H . C. Charlewood, who 
were in partnership, and thus began a professional career 
in which he worthily carried forward and developed the 
reputation established by the older generation. He married 
in 1918 Eleanor Mary W entw orth, daughter pf H enry 
Horace Adamson of Newcastle upon Tyne, and there is one 
daughter of the m arriage, M argaret Searle Hicks.

Professionally his interests were particularly devoted, 
but by no means confined, to church architecture and this 
was perhaps to be expected, for his family numbered among 
its members clergy as well as laity. In the practice of 
ecclesiastical architecture he discovered a congenial occupa
tion which allowed him to develop the innate sense of 
beauty with which he was endowed. The training he re
ceived was kindly but thorough withal. It involved a close, 
constant study of materials and forms of construction, for, 
besides new works, no small part of the practice was devoted 
to the conservation of buildings of historic importance. 
Father and son were good com panions,. and it is related 
that they spent several holidays together in East Anglia 
and elsewhere studying and m easuring in detail churches 
of renown which the younger man would “ plot o u t” on
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their return to the office. And thus the foundation of taste 
was laid, knowledge of traditional materials and methods 
was acquired and culture was nurtured.

In due course m aturing experience found expression 
and revealed itself in works in which decisive form, delicate 
detail and bright colour were employed with full apprecia
tion of their beauty and aesthetic value. There can be but 
few churches in the diocese of Newcastle where the firm of 
Hicks and Charlewood has not at some time been employed 
either by way of beautifying the interior or conserving 
the fabric pr improving the accommodation. The large 
number of new churches built to their designs is a standing- 
testimony of the quality of the work which they carried out. 
But the reputation of the firm extended beyond the confines 
of this diocese and embraced the whole of the North of 
England and, indeed, reached many places in the south.

On the death of his father, at the early age of 52, H arry 
Hicks became junior partner under his uncle, and on the 
latter’s retirement in 1920 he became senior, with his cousin, 
George Edward Charlewood, as junior partner. In 1936 
this partnership was dissolved and thereafter he continued 
in practice on his own account. U nfortunately his con
stitution was not robust and in the latter years of his life 
continued illness diminished his power of coping with an 
extended practice. Enthusiasm  for his work would not 
allow him to submit to illness without resistance, and he 
undertook long journeys and exposure to the elements which 
gradually sapped his rem aining strength. H e died at his 
home on the 1st December 1947 in his 65th year.

Like his father, H arry Hicks had an abiding interest in 
the affairs of the profession he practised. As early as 1900 
he became a member of the Northern Architectural Associa
tion, carried out the duties of honorary secretary during the 
difficult years of 1913 to 1918 and was president from 1930 
to 1932. He qualified and was elected Associate of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects in 1908 and was raised 
to the Fellowship in 1930.



HENRY LEICESTER HICKS 207

Closely allied to his professional activities was his inter
est in matters relating to antiquity. Much of his work was 
concerned with buildings of historic significance and his 
knowledge of medieval and renaissance craftsmanship was 
profound. Nor was his interest confined to these periods 
for the study of prehistoric remains claimed a large share 
of his attention. He became a member of this Society on 
the 25th November 1931 and was elected a councillor in 
1939. In collaboration with Dr. C. H . H unter Blair he 
contributed a paper on Renaissance M onuments in the 
Cathedral Church of S t. Nicholas to Archceologia Aeliana, 
4th series, vol. xvi. He was also a very valued member of 
the Bishop’s Advisory Committee for the diocese of New
castle upon Tyne.

From early youth he had been a keen student of natural 
history, and upon this subject his enthusiasm expanded. 
N ature study was a never failing source of happiness and 
contentment of his mind and his garden was a fount of 
surprises for visitors. He possessed a truly Christian sin
cerity of purpose which, combined with ready wit and an 
acute sense of humour, made him a lovable character and 
a delightful companion.






