
B y  W. D o u g l a s  Sim p s o n .

Haughton Castle occupies a  situation of striking beauty 
on the right bank of North T yne, about two miles above the 
picturesque village of Humshaugh. It stands with its back to 
the crest of a steep bank overhanging the riverside haugh 
from  which presum ably the place is called. In front it faces 
level ground, upon a small knoll in which, some little distance 
aw ay, stand the ruins of the castle chapel. A s  the chancel of 
this shows N orm an m asonry, it m ay be inferred that there 
was an aula, doubtless o f timber, preceding the present castle. 
A lthough a rem arkable view m ay be enjoyed from  its turrets, 
the castle, curiously enough, is not well seen from  its own 
side of the T yne— no doubt, owing to the richly timbered 
state o f its environs. From  the opposite bank, however, or 
from  the haugh below, it m akes a fine appearance. The 
castle stands within lovely grounds, and is approached from  
Hum shaugh along an avenue between noble old hawthorn 
and holly hedges.

Th e devolution of the m anor of Haughton,'from  the Pratts 
to the Swinburns and from  them to the W iddringtons of Chip- 
chase, has been fully set forth in the Northum berland County 
History, and need not be recapitulated here.1 The castle 
seems first to be on record in 13 7 3 .2 In  an agreement of 1409 
the widow  of S ir W illiam  Sw inbum , whose son then held the 
castle on lease from  the W iddringtons, is assigned as her 
dower rooms “  three solar chambers and cellars built under
neath, upon the low  part of the east side of the hall o f the

1 Hist. Northumberland, vol. xv, pp. 201-19.
2 Hodgson, Hist. Northumberland, pt. iii, vol. n, p. 334.
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manor of Haughton ” 3 C arnaby’s drawing, m ade in 15 38 , 
shows the building much as it is to-day, with the addition of 
the kitchen annexe at the west end and the barm kin w all in 
front. Both the kitchen and the w all are drawn as ashlar
faced; the wall has an arched gate, but appears in a bad state 
of ruin.

Being a place of m inor importance, Haughton Castle does 
not appear in the records of the Scotch wars of the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries, though it would certainly be wrong 
to infer that its history during that wild period w as a quiet 
one. It is, however, entered as the “  castrum de Haughton in 
Tindale ”  in the well-known list of Border holds in 14 15 ,  its 
owner then being Sir John W iddrington .4

On 20th M ay, 1 5 4 1 ,  Henry V I I I  writes to rebuke the 
Lords W ardens of the M arches, because he has just heard 
that

“  Certain of the best of the Armestronges, of the Crosiers, and 
Elwoddes [Elliots], to the number of V  [?] xvj5 persones, have 
lately made an incours into our realme and with scaling ledders 
have entred the. Castle of Houghton belonging to oure trusty and' 
welbiloved servant Syr Jo. Withrington, knight, and there have 
not only sore hurt the kepers of the same, but also have awaye 
with them ix horses with plate and other things to the value of 

. xl lib. sterling.” 6

This enterprise was doubtless facilitated by the condition of 
the building, which, later in the same year, is described in the 
following term s:

“ A t Haughton . . . standeth the walles of an olde castell or 
fortresse very stronge but the roofes & fioores thereof bene 
decayed & gone. And an ofde barmekyn p’tely decayed in the 
walles thereof of thinherytaunce of Sr. John Wetherington 
knighte & in greatt decaye.” 7

3 Ibid., vol. i, p. 24: lez trois chambers salers et lez sellers desoubs edifiez 
sur la bas partie de la sale del Manoir de Haughtoun vers lez partiez orient els.

4 C. L  Bates, Border Holds, p. 15.
5 Probably the number 516 is meant.
6 Hamilton Papers, vol. i, No. 69, p. 74: see also ibid., p. 94.
7 Border Holds, p. 47,



T w o years later it is reported to the Privy Council that “  in 
Tyndale there is none but a house of Syr John Witheringtons 
called Hawghton, whereof the walles scantly do stand ” .8

A  second Scottish raid on Haughton Castle took place on 
St. Jam es’s day, 158 7 , when a score of Liddesdale moss
troopers “  broke and spoiled ”  the place, “  to the. value of 
£ 10 0  in household stuff, and 30 kine and oxen ” .9

On approaching Haughton (Plates X V I I I  and X IX )  we at 
once gain the impression of something quite unusual among 
English castles. This impression is due to the great length, 
height, and narrowness of the building. A t  first sight indeed, 
and as seen from  a distance, it reminds us of some of those 
wide-spreading gatehouses of the later M iddle A ges, such as 
the E ly  Porta, to which, with its long narrow form  and 
square corner turrets, Haughton Castle has a considerable 
general resemblance. But at Haughton we miss the'great 
•central gateway; and, on coming closer, it becomes evident 
that the fabric has reached its present spectacular appear
ance as a result of drastic alterations. A long the side walls 
will be seen an arcade of five pointed arches, about 16  or 
18  feet in height and 13  feet in span, which has subsequently 
been filled in. A b ove this arcade, moreover, the m asonry 
is of a different character, pointing to a heightening of the 
structure, or at least a rebuilding of its upper part. The 
castle is built of grey or brown freestone, and the m asonry 
of the lower portion consists of thin flat slabs bedded hori
zontally, with fairly close joints. T he upper part, and the 
infilling of the arcades, consists of squared rubble of a four
teenth century aspect, with ashlar dressings. The material 
of both periods appears to be local— Low er Carboniferous 
rock of the Fell Sandstone group.

So unusual is the aspect of the building, with its great 
length and the series of buttresses and arcading on each side, 
that in the first edition of his H andbook to the R om an Wall,

8 Hamilton Papers, vol. i i , No. 9, p. 13.
9 Cal. Border Papers, vol. I, p. 267.



L -  - 4

/ f  j f & r?uneCt | I H t-| ■ | | . I ~



C ollingw ood Bruce put forw ard the view  that Haughton 
Castle is “  an ecclesiastical fabric adapted to the purposes 
of Border w arfare ” .10 F rom  his later editions this assertion 
d isappears: yet if it is untrue it was not wholly false, for 
I  propose in this paper to show that the system of defence 
adopted at Haughton is in fact derived from  the fortified 
churches of southern France.

T he architectural history of Haughton Castle (see plans, 
F ig . 1) is a highly com plex one, but the m ain phases in its 
developm ent are still recognizable. They have been set forth, 
in a m asterly analysis, by M r. Honeym an in the description 
contributed by him to the History of Northumberland. A s  
a convenient summary, to introduce the present discussion, 
the follow ing account is quoted from  M r. Honeym an s 
“ N otes on Northern Castles, Peel Towers and B a stle s”  in 
The Three Northern Counties of England  : u

“ Haughton Castle is one of the most interesting inhabited 
houses in England, owing to the large amount of early medieval 
stonework remaining in its structure. Although, strictly speaking, 
a peel tower, its size and other peculiarities entitle it to a Place 
among castles. As planned in the reign of Henry III by the Haugh- 
tons, last local descendants of the great Earl Waltheof, and by 
Sir John Swinburne, it was an unfortified mansion of singularly 
attractive appearance. It measured 32 feet by 92 feet over the 
walls and had a slender turret at each corner and five lofty 
pointed arches on buttresses projecting 6 feet from its side walls. 
The principal apartments were on the first floor, where there was 
a very elegant entrance door, and the whole was covered by a 
high-pitched roof above whose eaves the corner turrets rose and 
no doubt terminated in leaded spirelets. An annexe, probably o 
half-timber construction, at the west end, contained the kitchen 
and offices. In the first half of the fourteenth century dm  man
sion was made into a castle by Gerard Widdrington; and it was 
preserved, instead of being destroyed like so many of its con
temporaries, by the simple expedient of building up its arcades 
with solid masonry and adding another storey to its height. 1 he 
walls were crenellated and the turrets all heightened and broug t 
up well above the new flat roof. In fact the north-east corner

Wallet Book of the Roman Wall, 1863, p. 74. n  pp. 330-1.



turret actually contains seven storeys of small chambers. The 
castle was a good deal modernized internally in the eighteenth 
and early nineteenth centuries, and the ubiquitous John Dobson 
did some damage to it j but on the whole, and disregarding a 
modern west wing designed by Anthony Salvin, it has changed 
to an amazingly small extent since the time of Gerard Widdring
ton; and its maintenance, since it came into possession of the 
Cruddas family, has been,exceptionally intelligent and conserva
tive and its surroundings have been made very beautiful.”

In the foregoing account there are two statements to 
-which, in m y view, exception must be taken: that the castle 
is, “  strictly speaking, a peel tower and that in its earliest 
phase it was “  an unfortified mansion ” .

B y  “  peel tower ”  we mean, or ought to mean, a small 
tower-house of the Border fashion, which was usually en
closed by a palisade of the kind to which the word p e e l -  
derived from  the Latin  palus, a stake— is properly applied. 
But neither in its original form , nor as altered by the W id
dringtons, was Haughton Castle ever a tower-house. On the 
contrary, it belongs to the entirely different scheme which 
medieval writers termed a pa.lo.tiwn— that is to say, a  dwell
ing conceived not as a  tower-house but as a hall-house.

The prim ary principle of the dwelling house in northern 
Europe was the great hall used for all purposes, one la r g e ' 
apartment under a single span of roof— contrasting funda
mentally with the M editerranean plan of a house composed 
of m any apartments serving differing ends, as seen, for ex
ample, in a R om an “ v i l la ” . Such a hall, in addition to 
providing for the needs of fam ily life, with its great length 
and lofty roof form ed an outward and visible sign o f the 
importance of the owner. Under the feudal system it served 
also for various public purposes, such as the holding of 
baronial courts. The medieval word for a house built on the 
hall plan was palatium, and it was so translated in Scotland, 
where a “  palace ”  or a “  house built palace-wise ” , usually 
has this strict special sense.12 In the following discussion,

12 See W. Mackay Mackenzie, The Medieval Castle in Scotland, Chap. v.



therefore, I  propose to speak of the “  palatial ”  plan, using 
the term in its proper medieval significance.13

This conception of a great hall, derived from  the prim i
tive G erm an Einraum haus, came in course of time to be 
m odified in two w ays, and at both ends. A t  the upper, or 
“ d a is ”  end, private apartments, known variously as the 
“  solar ”  and the “  camera ”  or “  great cham ber ” , were added 
for the lord and his fam ily. A t  the lower or “  screens ”  end, 
a separate kitchen and pantry accommodation superseded 
the prim itive practice of cooking in the open court, or at a 
central hearth in the hall. The vast m ajority of these early 
hall-houses were of timber, and so have perished. M ost 
of the stone ones that have chanced to survive were not 
self-contained structures, but form ed the domestic accom 
m odation within the castles of enceinte of the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries, with their curtain w alls and flanking 
towers. W hat m akes Haughton Castle so important in the 
history o f E nglish  architecture is that here we have a 
palatium  or hall-house which has always been a self-contained 
structure, a lord ’s residence in itself, to which nothing more 
than a barm kin w all has ever been added.

M r. Honeym an’s plans show us how the basement was 
divided by a central w all into a double row o f cellarage, 
vaulted with massive chamfered ribs. One of these cellars 
still retains a fireplace. This longitudinal division into two 
aisles, as it were, is not common in hall-houses, but is found 
occasionally, for exam ple in the archiepiscopal palace at 
Sens, and in the thirteenth-century hall at Dankwarderode in 
Brunswick. Bu t in these two continental cases the division 
is by  an arcade only, not a solid wall. On all three floors,- 
Haughtori Castle is divided into two by a cross-wall, and this 
also has its overseas parallels, such as the hall at Miinzen- 
berg, or the G rand M aster’s Palace at M arienburg. A t Miin- 
zenberg, the hall form s one of the two compartments on the 
main hall, the other containing the private rooms. We find

i3 The standard work on the development of the palatial plan is Karl 
M. Swoboda, Romische und Romanische Palaste, Vienna, 2nd ed., 1924.



the same disposition at Haughton. Here, on the first floor, 
was the hall, in the western half of the building, with the 
lord ’s private apartments in the eastern half, and the kitchen 
(as stated above) in an external annexe at the west end. A t  
all four angles of the structure were rectangular projections, 
of which the south-western contains the main staircase, rising 
from  the first floor, while the others provided closets, and in 
the south-western projection, opening from  the camera, an 
oratory. The doorway, of fine mid-thirteenth-century archi
tecture, was on the first floor, at the west end of the south 
front.14 Below  it was a ground-floor door, covered from  the 
adjacent turret by a crosslet loophole of exceptionally fine 
design.  ̂The whole thing is thus a perfectly normal exam ple 
of the palace ”  plan. Though smaller in scale, it closely 
resembles the palatial ”  building which I  excavated at 
Kindrochit Castle in Braem ar .15 The internal dimensions, 
also, about 78 feet by 25 feet, exhibit the proportions norm al 
in structures of this kind. T he interior is to be thought of as 
a series of three square compartments, ranged in line. N o 
doubt such proportions are a relic of the early timber halls 
which were naturally set out in squares for convenience of 
flooring and roofing with logs or boards of equal length: 
particularly in the early “  bole houses ”  built with horizontal 
timbers, as against the c< stave houses ”  where the timbers 
are vertical. A t  Kindrochit Castle the “ p a la c e ”  shows 
the same proportions, in this case 90 feet by 30 feet; while 
D ally  Castle is laid off in two squares, the measurements 
being about 56 feet 6 inches by 27 feet.

A t  Haughton, the w ay in which the central mass is dis
posed to lie east and west, thus giving the utmost daylight to 
the hall, illustrates, like the orientation of a church, what was 
doubtless the outcome of practical experience:

14 I can see no evidence for Mr. Honeyman’s idea that this door has been 
brought up from the lower entrance. Such a fine door is not likely to have 
admitted to the cellarage, but was undoubtedly from the first a hall door on 
the mam floor, as at Aydon.

15 See Antiquaries Journal, vol. vm , pp. 69-75. Like Haughton, Kindrochit 
at nrst was-mistaken for a church by some who saw its excavation.



“ There may be reasons why a hall or a church must occasionally 
be placed with, the major axis north and south; but in that case 
the position of the head of the house—be he baron or minister at 
noon, with the glare of light full in his eyes (especially in winter 
when the sun is low), is apt to be trying.”16

It  is necessary to repeat that such a hall-house represents ' 
the norm al m edieval scheme. T o  us it seems exceptional 
m erely because, being in most cases of timber, it has so rarely 
survived. B y  contrast the stone tower-house, which to-day 
seems so typical of a m edieval baron’s dwelling, at any rate 
in northern England, really represents an abnorm al develop
ment, due to the militarization of society that resulted from  
the Scottish wars. Th e tower-house, containing cellarage in 
its basement, hall on first floor, and solar above that, is 
sim ply the palatial or hall-house plan up-ended for security 
reasons. Nothing could be more perverse than the late M r. 
G otch ’s contention that “  the first germ of the house of to-day 
is to be found in the Norm an k e e p ” .17 The truth is just the 
other w ay round. The house of to-day derives from  the 
m edieval hall, as I  have described it. Th e keep or tower- 
house represents an exceptional and aberrant development, 
due to considerations of safety.

Our second point of criticism is directed to the statement 
that Haughton Castle was in its origin “  an unfortified m an
sion ” . On the contrary, it was strongly fortified, and in a 
very rem arkable fashion. Those great projecting buttresses 
and tall pointed arches, 6 feet deep, all round the building, 
can have served no other purpose than to carry an overhang
ing defensive parapet, with a long machicoulis behind each 
arch. T h at they were not designed merely to strengthen the 
structure is shown by a fortunate piece of evidence, namely 
that in two of the window-bays in the fourteenth-century

is j)r. William Kelly in The Book of Glenbuchat (Third Spalding Club),
p. 55. At Kindrochit the site imposed a north-south orientation.

17 J . A. Gotch, The Growth of the English House, 1st ed., p. 24: cf. ibid., 
p 1: “  the resemblance between an Elizabethan manor-house and a Norman 
castle or a Northumbrian peel-tower is not by any means obvious, yet the descent 
of one from the other can be clearly established.’7





upper storey the inner faces of the second pair of arches from  
the west end, on either side, north and south are seen, and are 
as carefu lly finished, with well-wrought voussoirs, as the 
outer faces. H ad the buttresses and arches m erely been 
applied as reinforcements to the outside of the walls, there 
w ould of course have been no such inner face to them. 
D ecidedly these inner faces are those of the screen w all o f a 
machicoulis.

T his very striking form  of buttress-machicolated para
pet has been studied by Professor K . H. K lasen, form erly of 
the University o f K onigsberg .18 He shows that it is derived 
from  the fortified churches of the twelfth and thirteenth cen
turies in Provence. Such churches were almost invariably 
vaulted; and it w as a natural device to connect the buttresses 
(required by the vaulting) by a series of arches carrying the 
parapet, with a m achicolation between each buttress. Good 
exam ples of churches fortified in this w ay m ay be seen at 
Saintes M aries de la M er, A gde, Cruas (Fig. 2), V ic-M ireval, 
and R oyat. F rom  church architecture the idea was naturally 
taken over by the castle builders, particularly as m any of 
the “ p a la t ia l”  or hall-houses were vaulted, and therefore 
buttressed. Thus we find it in the hall, dating from  the 
twelfth century, which form ed part o f the episcopal residence 
adjoining the Cathedral o f Puy-en-Velay (Haute L o ire ).19 A  
still m ore striking exam ple, whose kinship to our Haughton 
scheme is obvious, m ay be seen at the Priory of Cham pdieu 
(Loire).20

In  northern France the idea was adopted, in what must 
have been an extrem ely striking manner, on the donjon of 
the Chateau G aillard , in N orm andy, built by Coeur-de-Lion, 
circa 119 6 -7  (Fig. 3). In  the words of Viollet-de-duc,21 “ it 
consists of a series of reversed pyramids, with their bases

18 Der Hochmeisterpalast der Marienburg, Konigsberg, 1924, specially chap.
h i .

19 Viollet-le-duc, Dictionnaire de VArchitecture, vol. vi, pp. 196-200;
C. Enlart, Manuel d ’Archeologie Frangaise, Pt. ii, vol. ii, p. 526.

20 Enlart, op. cit., p. 525,
21 Military Architecture, tr. M. Macdermott, pp. 89-90.
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round the summit, attached to the flanks of the tower. These 
pyram ids must have had, springing from  their reversed bases, 
arches to form  a  m achicolation for close defence, and have 
supported an embattled parapet for distant defence ” . But 
it w as in the south of France, and at the Papal Palace at 
A vignon , during the fourteenth century, that the device of 
supporting a  series o f wide arches, with m achicolations 
behind them, w as carried out in a most spectacular manner. 
C lasen ’s observations m ay here be translated : 22

“ The external walls display few openings. At base they have 
a tall splayed plinth, from which rise the narrow buttresses. On 
the summits of these ah embattled wall-walk rests upon pointed 
arches in the same plane as the plinth and the faces of the 
buttresses. The arches are pierced with machicolations. This 
system of defence made it possible, by means of the machicola
tions and the missiles rebounding from the plinth, to hold off the 

. enemy from the base of the wall throughout the whole length of 
the building. It can have been derived only from the fortified 
churches, where it is already almost universal two centuries 
earlier.- That it should have been adopted in the Papal Palace is 
easily explained. For the Palace lay in the middle of the principal 
region where these fortified churches are found, and was erected 
by pontiff's who, as former prelates in this very region, must have 
been thoroughly conversant with this system of defence.”

Clasen goes on to observe that “ this first systematic 
application o f the old scheme of church defence to a secular 
building must have been regarded at the time as a technical 
innovation of prim e im portance” . Accordingly he traces 
how the idea spread from  A vignon as far east as Hungary, 
where it is found in the Castle of Vayda-H unyady, and in a

22 Op. cit., pp. 69-72. A. de Gaumont points out (Abecedaire d’Arche- 
ologie, 2nd ed., Architectures civile et militaire, p. 562) that such elongated 
machicolations could be used for dropping down beams horizontally upon the, 
assailants. There is a remarkable instance of such a device being used in 
repelling an attack upon Niddrie Castle, West Lothian, in 1572: “ The pairtie 
without, settand to thair ledderis, and mony suddartis [sildiers] thairon to have 
clume [climbed] the said castell, thair being great gists [joists] hyngand [hanging] 
about the heid of the wallis be towis [ropes], quhilk wes cuttit be the pairtie 
thairin, and lattin fall on thame clymmand; be the quhilk thair was greit 
slauchter to the nummber of xvij and xv lamit.” —Diurnal of Remarkable 
Occurrants (Bannatyne Club), p. 297.



number of large fortified churches in the Siebenburgen. The 
introduction of this French system of buttress-machicolation 
he ascribes to the A vignon dynasty which ruled in H ungary 
from  1 3 1 0  till 13 8 2 .23 A nd in E ast Prussia, at the palace o f 
the G rand M aster of the Teutonic Order at M arienburg, the 
device was adopted, in perhaps its most dramatic form , in the 
work done about 138 1-9 8  by the great architect K lau s Fellen- 
stein, who came from  Koblenz, a town alw ays in close 
cultural contact with France (Plate X I X ,  F ig . 1 ).

Th e only close English parallel to our buttress-machicola- 
tions at Haughton seems to be on the west side of the. town 
walls at Southampton, between Biddles Gate and B lue 
Anchor Postern. Here the Norm an wall was strengthened, 
apparently in the fourteenth century, by a series of eighteen 
buttresses carrying round or pointed arches of about 1 2  feet 
span, each o f which conceals a long slot m achicolation. G . T . 
C lark  described this arrangement as “  unlike anything known 
in England ” .24

Our inquiry has shown that in its earliest form  Haughton 
Castle, so far from  being an “ unfortified m ansion” , was 
strongly fortified, after a new and up-to-date system, French 
in origin, of which it is, so far as I  know, the only exam ple 
(save Southampton wall) in England. There is no record o f 
the building of the original structure. But its architectural 
detail point's to a date in the thirteenth century, well before 
the Scottish wars. It is therefore rem arkable that Haughton 
should have been designed with such strong defences, par
ticularly where the neighbouring and more or less contem
porary A ydon  Castle, as originally built, -appears to have 
been innocent of fortification. On m ore than one ground, 
A ydon  deserves to be compared, or contrasted, with H augh
ton. Both are hall-houses: but at A ydon  the camera, instead 
of being built in continuous extension from  the hall, takes

23 " MU den Anjou zog westliche K ult und Kultur in Ungarn ein."—Clasen
op. c i t p. 72, note 4. ’

voi pp̂  495-500 ^ ^  Architecture' voL n> PP- 475'6; V.C.H., Hamps.,



the form  o f a cross-wing, giving the T-shaped plan so fam iliar 
in the later stone houses of northern England. Y e t  there are 
resem blances between the two buildings. F o r  exam ple, at 
A yd on , as at Haughton, one cellar has a fireplace. The 
dimensions of the two halls, also, are very sim ilar: at H augh
ton, 45 feet by 26 feet 9 inches: at A ydon, 40 feet (including 
the screens) by 25. feet. A t A ydon , as at Haughton, the hall 
is entered by an outside door, which at Haughton must have 
been reached by a stone or wooden stair. A t  A ydon, the 
m ain structure is assigned to circa 1280 , and the fortified w all 
with its towers w ill have followed upon the licence to. crenel- 
late issued in 13 0 5 . These defensive works must therefore 
have been necessitated by the Scotch war. But what, in a 
building erected under Henry I I I ,  could have dictated such a 
novel and imposing system of defence as we have found at 
H aughton?

In  the absence of documentary evidence, it is impossible 
to answer this question. Perhaps something should be 
allowed to the whim of the Bauherr. O bviously it is 
dangerous to connect the building with the political circum 
stances of any particular time. Y e t  I  am inclined to hazard 
the suggestion that the defensive apparatus of Haughton m ay 
owe its origin to the Anglo-Scottish crisis which, until settled 
by the T reaty of Newcastle in 1244 , very nearly involved the 
two kingdom s in w ar; or to the second crisis created in 12 58  
by the alliance m ade between the Com yn regency in Scotland 
and L lew elyn  the Great, then at w ar with England. It  is 
worth remembering that the form er crisis led, on the other 
side of the border, to the building of Hermitage Castle in 
L iddesdale, just across the Deadwater pass which conducts 
over into Scotland from  the head streams of North Tyne. 
T h e erection of Hermitage was regarded as a casus belli by 
H enry I I I .  There is nothing in the oldest architecture of 
Haughton that seems to me to preclude a mid-thirteenth- 
century date.

In  its original form , Haughton Castle must have been a 
'm ost spectacular structure. I  think it m ay fairly  be regarded



as a product of the mid-thirteenth-century strain between the 
two kingdoms— and therefore, perhaps, as the first precursor 
of those fortified, halls which, in the days after Plantagenet 
imperialism had made its unsuccessful assault upon Scottish 
independence, became so common in the northern shires.

A t all events we cannot doubt that it was the m ilitariza
tion of life in a war-torn frontier district which w as the 
driving force behind the fourteenth-century reconstruction o f 
our castle. The filling up of the arcade recesses greatly 
strengthened the structure against mine or sap. M ore im 
portant still, it provided support for the raising of the whole 
castle by at least one extra storey. The purpose of this w as 
to make a new hall on the second floor. The old first-floor 
hall will have been turned over to a standing garrison, and 
became, in effect, a fighting-deck. This, as I  have shown 
elsewhere,25 was the rule in the keep-gatehouses of the four
teenth century, and doubtless it was by these that the recon
struction of Haughton Castle was inspired. The mid-turret 
on the south front at Haughton has a parailel in the hall- 
house of the Episcopal Palace at L ao n ,26 and in the hall of 
the castle of Nideggen in the E ifel.

In his description of the castle M r. Honeyman says that 
it is “ now impossible to state positively . . . whether the 
buttresses and arches which flank it are later additions or 
part of the original design ” . In his plans they are shown as 
additions: but of this I  can see no evidence. The weather- 
tables on the buttresses range with those of the corner turrets 
and are of the same pattern, while the flat-bedded m asonry 
of the spandrels is exactly sim ilar to that exposed on the 
inside walls of the m ain structure. The m assive ribbed vau lt
ing of the basement, resembling that o f the Dunstanburgh 
gatehouse, m ay doubtless be assigned to the fourteenth- 
century consolidation. It w ill be remembered that D a lly  
Castle is unvaulted, and so is the hall-house at Aydon. In

25 Arch. Ael., IVth ser., vo l.'xvi, pp, 34-40; Antiquaries Journal, vol. xxvi, 
pp. 158-9. ’

26 Viollet-le-duc, Dictionnaire, vol. vii, p. 20.



1409 , as w e saw, D am e M ary Swinburn was assigned three 
solar cham bers and the cellars underneath them in the east 
end o f the house; and it is noteworthy that the ancient parti
tions still present divide this part of the vaulting into three 
cellars.

A s  we have it, the long central w all seems also to be of 
the fourteenth century, for it possesses a shoulder-headed 
door which yields no evidence of having been inserted. But 
this w all, though it must have been reconstructed when the 
vaulting was inserted, doubtless occupies the position of a 
thirteenth-century predecessor, since the position of the fire- 

. p lace (an original feature) at the east end of the north range 
m akes it pretty clear that the ground floor was alw ays divided 
into two in its len gth : otherwise, this fireplace would surely 
have been placed centrally. It  is possible that the original 
division m ay have been a fram ed timber partition, as at D ally  
Castle, which so greatly resembles Haughton.

In  the fourteenth-century reorganization both the original 
doors into the castle, at the west end of the south front, were 
blocked; and the castle must now have been entered from 
the kitchen annexe, which, to judge from  C arnaby’s drawing, 
w as at this time rebuilt in stone.

I  am  indebted to M iss Cruddas of Haughton for her 
charm ing hospitality, and for .every facility to study the 
castle; and to M r. Honeyman for permission to reproduce his 
m easured drawings.

t.



HAUGHTON CASTLE FROM SOUTH-EAST.





FIG. 1. THE GRAND MASTER'S PALACE, MARIENBURG




