
XII.—POTTERY FROM LEVELS OF THE SECOND 
AND THIRD CENTURY, COVERING THE 

VALLUM AT BENWELL.

By B re n d a  Sw inbank.

The Vallum causeway discovered at Benwell in 1932 was 
examined in detail in 1933 by Messrs. Eric Birley, Parker 
Brewis and John Charlton.1 During this examination incom
plete remains of four irregular buildings, situated over the 
filled-in Vallum ditch on both sides of the causeway,2 were 
discovered. It was left to Mr. W. L. George in 1938 to 
examine these buildings and the significance of their 
situation when the causeway was placed under the custody 
of H.M. Office of Works. A report of the 1933 excavations 
was published but the publication of the pottery was deferred. 
Mr. George added considerably to the amount of unpublished 
pottery in 1938 (in particular from Building A and from the 
Vallum filling beneath it) as well as to the complications of 
the site. The duty of preparing not only the pottery but also 
the excavation report for publication was postponed until 
after the 1939-45 war. In 1946 the figured samian was 
published by Mr. Birley,3 and the coarse pottery entrusted to 
Mr. J. P. Gillam for later publication in conjunction with an 
account of the stratification of the discoveries of 1938. Since 
the coarse pottery was likely to be of considerable value and 
interest to a student of the Vallum and its history, Mr. 
Gillam put it at the disposal of the writer, who was at that 
time engaged in a study of the Vallum. Drawings and a

1 A .A.4, xi, 177.
2 See diagram reproduced from the 1933 report.
3 A  .A.4, xxv, 52.



detailed description of the greater part of the pottery are 
appended below. The writer has confined her study to the 
pottery discovered in and immediately above the Vallum 
filling, and she is not concerned at this stage with the later

CATEWAY at c r o ssin g  of vallum at benw-ell (c o n d er cu m ) .
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FIG. 1.

history of the superimposed, individual buildings. The sig
nificance of the context and date of the deposit may now be 
discussed.

A conflation of the notes on the stratification of the area 
to the east of the Vallum causeway as interpreted in 1933 and 
again in 1938 makes possible the elucidation of the following 
structural sequence.

Firstly, the Vallum ditch was filled with blue clay, in the 
immediate vicinity of the causeway, while in 1937 Professor



Richmond reported4 that further west the ditch was filled 
“ with blocks of clay and turf”. East of the causeway, on 
the northern side of the ditch, the blue clay filling was thinly 
covered by a “ definite layer of charcoal”3 and there were 
other indications of burning, a feature mentioned both in 
1933 and in 1938. ■ But the first definite level above the ditch 
filling on the east of the causeway was a roughly flagged 
floor, covered by an occupation layer containing much burnt 
material and broken pottery fragments. This occupation- 
layer was found in 1933 to extend over the north lip of the 
Vallum from at least halfway across the Vallum ditch, but 
no attempt was made to trace its extent in other directions. 
Building A of the 1933 report is the northern section of this 
early construction over the Vallum filling.6 No signs of the 
walls of this early building remained except the flagged 
footings of the north-west corner, which suggested little more 
than “ the sleeper-wall of a wattle-and-daub erection”.7 
These flagged footings were contemporary with the second 
main road-level.8 The building had subsided considerably 
with the filling of the ditch, suggesting that it had been con
structed little later than the ditch had been filled. The extent 
and measurements of this first building or occupation over 
the Vallum ditch-filling are so vague and confused that at 
this stage it would be impossible to draw a plan of it with any 
degree of accuracy. A dirty burnt level overlay the whole 
building. It ought to be emphasized that no real attempt 
was made to discover whether a similar building had existed 
immediately above the ditch-filling on the west side of the 
causeway, though the casual mention of a “ quantity of 
pottery” and “ blue-black ash” beneath stone building C, 
belonging to a later date, suggests that there may have been 
an intermediate occupation of an indeterminate kind.

4 A.A.4, xix, 35.
5 These words were used by Mr. Charlton in his excavation notes.
6 It is now clear that this is the first erection over the Vallum filling, not a 

later work as has hitherto been supposed, A.A.4, xi, 179-180.
7 Ibid.
8 Ibid.



The succeeding structural changes are clearer. After the 
southern part of the first building over the filled-in ditch had 
subsided. with the filling, building B9 was erected, over
lapping the earlier building. In 1933 it was suggested that 
a considerable period must have elapsed between the sub
sidence of the first building and the erection of the second, 
since the latter had not subsided in the least. A building 
contemporary with B on the north lip of the ditch was dis
covered in 1938 by Mr. George. It too overlay the first 
occupation over the filled-in ditch, and its consequent history 
proved to be rich in modifications, the significance of which 
has still to be worked out. On the west side of the cause
way, two buildings labelled C and D in 1933 had existed. 
It is assumed that they are both roughly contemporary 
with building B, but only a study of the pottery associated 
with them can provide a definite confirmation of this 
assumption.

Three main stages in the obliteration of the Vallum south 
of Benwell fort may be detected: firstly, the filling of the 
ditch itself with blue clay; secondly, an occupation over at 
least the eastern side of the causeway contemporary or little 
later than the process of filling the ditch; thirdly, a period of 
building in stone at some undetermined later date, involving 
the construction of buildings on both sides of the causeway. 
Clearly, the pottery from the blue clay filling and the first 
occupation-layer is likely to be of great value in d e te r m in in g  

the approximate date of the undertaking of such processes. 
Seven boxes of pottery, distinguished by Mr. George in 1938, 
are here considered. The labels inscribed on each by him 
refer to minor details in notes made during excavation and 
are therefore omitted here to avoid confusion. Instead, 
though each group is kept separate, an assignation of the 
general level of each is substituted. Practically all the pottery 
here considered was discovered below the stone building A  
found in 1938. Most of the pottery from B, C and D seems 
to have come from the stone buildings themselves rather

8/tod., 181.
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th a n  from below them. Thus it has little to add to the 
evidence of boxes 1 to 7 here discussed, and must be reserved 
for examination and report at some future date. One box, 
however, from the first occupation-level below building C 
has been examined. It is composed of the same classes and 
types of pottery as those from below building A, with a few 
earlier second-century examples. It would, then, be redun
dant to draw and discuss them separately.

Boxes 1, 2 and 3 are all from the same general level, and 
form part of the first occupation over the Vallum filling 
before the stone buildings were erected. Boxes 4, 5 and 6 
are slightly differentiated from Nos. 1, 2 and 3, and repre
sent pottery deposited above the ditch-filling but below the 
occupation layer, and not part of the latter. Box 7 is a com
posite group of mortaria extracted by Mr. Birley from boxes 
specifically labelled as from the blue-clay filling of the ditch 
or from the top of the filling. None seem to come from the 
first building itself. But in every case the mortarium frag
ments were associated with cooking-pots and bowls all 
assignable to the late second or early third century, as indeed 
are all the groups of pottery described below; for example, 
one fragment of a mortarium stamped by a n a v s  came 
originally from Box 4. The mortaria, then, must not be 
assumed to be a homogeneous group datable to circa a .d . 
160, but rather as individual, relatively early fragments 
associated with their respective groups of pottery, each 
group assignable to the turn of the century and no earlier. 
It is unfortunate that the pottery from the top of the 
ditch filling associated with the mortaria cannot here be 
discussed in detail, though the general conclusions are 
clear.

A study of boxes 1 to 6 reveals that in every case com
parable material is included. For instance, Box 1 contains 
two fragments which are demonstrably Flavian and two 
flagon necks which are Hadrianic-Antonine. The remaining 
majority of fragments are, however, typical of the late second 
or early third centuries in both shape and fabric. The



presence of Hadrianic fragments is explicable since Benwell 
fort was first occupied under Hadrian,10 and survivals in use 
or strays as rubbish into a later period might be expected. 
But why are Flavian fragments present? There are a small 
number of early fragments from other boxes about which one 
might ask the same question. No Flavian occupation of 
Benwell is known or likely. It seems easiest to suppose that 
such vessels survived in use until Hadrianic times and then 
were thrown as rubbish into the Vallum ditch along with 
other rubbish, at the end of the second century. Only five 
fragments altogether are suggestive of a pre-Hadrianic date; 
a very small proportion suggest a date as early as Hadrian; 
practically all the rest are typical of the late second or early 
third centuries. In every box are comparable fragments. 
For this reason, all seem to be a homogeneous deposit.

Evidence of the Figured Samian
A discussion of the pottery from the Vallum causeway 

would be incomplete if it omitted mention of the views put 
forward by Mr. Birley from a study of the figured Samian 
associated with coarse pottery, largely from the top of the 
Vallum filling and the first building over the east side of the 
causeway, though a considerable amount was discovered 
below building C. His conclusions in 1946 may be sum
marized thus:

1. Circa 2 per cent of the total finds are South Gaul
ish.

2. Circa 25 per cent (i.e. 28 out of the total 110 pieces) 
are Hadrianic, i.e. early Central Gaulish.

3. The remaining 73 per cent must be assigned to 
Antoninus Pius or later.

4. Later Lezoux ware formed 50 per cent of the group 
and can be paralleled from the Antonine Wall. Five late 
Lezoux and one Rheinzabern fragments “ represent the 
latest material distinguishable among the filling of the Vallum 
ditch and so provide evidence for the period after which it

10 A.A.4, xix, 19.



was eliminated at this site . . .  it may be noted that the 
figured Samian suggests that the filling took place nearer
a .d . 160 than 140 ”.

5. All but two fragments of the total East Gaulish ware 
from the deposit were from above the filling of the Vallum 
ditch. Mr. Birley pointed out that the dating of East 
Gaulish ware was still “ in need of reasoned demonstration ”. 
Owing to recent discoveries at Corbridge Mr. Birley has since 
1946 modified his opinions concerning Antonine Lezoux 
potters. In 1946 he placed them nearer a .d . 160 than 140; 
he is now convinced that they belong rather to circa a .d . 180 
plus. He would assign the two complete bowls of d iv ix t u s  
and ia n u s  found in the first occupation layer over the filling 
to that date.

A few interesting parallels may be drawn between Mr. 
Birley’s conclusions from the figured Samian and the present 
writer’s concerning the coarse pottery.

1. Taking the deposit as a whole, in both cases a very 
small proportion of pre-Hadrianic material is present 
(relatively more amongst the Samian). By far the greatest 
proportion is assignable to Antonine times or later.

2. In both cases a small proportion of Hadrianic material 
(a few still earlier fragments amongst the coarse ware) is 
distinguishable both in the occupation level overlying the 
ditch-filling and between the filling and occupation layer. 
Mr. Birley is in all probability correct when he suggests that 
this fact “ shows that some of the rubbish which escaped 
tipping into the ditch (see conclusions) of the Vallum must 
have been used to level up the floors of the buildings erected 
over it ”.

3. The final date circa 180 plus given to the latest Lezoux 
pieces from the occupation layer agrees admirably with the 
late second- or early third-century date of the bulk of the 
coarse pottery. It seems certain, too, that the new modified 
dating of this Samian pottery, together with the associated 
coarse pottery, will affect not only the relative date of the 
Rheinzabern wares but also Mr. Birley’s cautious statement



concerning the filling o f the ditch being nearer to a .d . 160 
than 140.

General Conclusions
Both Samian and coarse pottery combine to produce the 

following conclusions:
Firstly, the Vallum ditch was filled up in a single 

operation, over such silt as had accumulated earlier. Mr. 
Birley informed us that:

“ The soil conditions suggested that the filling occurred at one 
time by human agency rather than by gradual accumulation, and 
the pottery (i.e. in the filling) will thus represent the dumping in 
the ditch of material cleared up from elsewhere on the site.”

The Samian, embracing pottery from Hadrianic to late- 
Antonine times, is clearly rubbish deposited at one particular 
time. Only Box 7 of the coarse pottery reproduced and 
described here came from such a ditch filling. The coarse 
pottery associated with the mortaria makes a date c. a .d . 160 
for the filling untenable and one c. a .d . 200 essential.

Secondly, precisely the same kind of material appears 
above the filling and in the first occupation-layer. It seems 
a reasonable suggestion that the pottery not specifically in the 
first occupation-layer represents a levelling-up of the ditch- 
filling for the erection of the earliest buildings on the site. 
It is therefore not surprising that early second-century frag
ments appear in this, as in the ditch-filling, together with 
recently broken fragments of pottery in use at the time of the 
establishment of the buildings. The occupation-layer itself 
contains typically late second- or early third-century pottery 
with an occasional earlier stray. It is clear from the study of 
the pottery that the filling of the ditch, the levelling of the 
site, and the erection of the first building were all part of one 
operation, dated to the very end of the second century or to 
the early years of the third.

In 1933 it was thought that building A (that is, the first 
building over the Vallum ditch) was contemporary with



road-level II, assignable most probably to Severan times. 
The discovery of intermediate road-levels in 1938, making a 
total of six different surfacings, made an equation of road II 
with the new road III essential. No further clues as to the 
dating of the roadways appeared, but the pottery evidence 
suggests that the 1933 excavators were right in assuming the 
road to Severan. Road II must belong to the occupation 
under Marcus Aurelius, which is known to have occurred 
at Benwell.

It is clear from ceramic evidence that the Vallum ditch 
was not filled in c. a .d . 160, nor even in a .d . 180, but only in 
c. a .d . 200 when, after the a .d . 197 destruction, it is hardly 
surprising that the site was relieved of some of its rubbish. 
The rubbish was deposited in the Vallum ditch, which was 
being filled with blue clay, and also over the Vallum ditch to 
form a platform for the erection of at least one building over 
the east side of the causeway.

The pottery.
Every piece of coarse pottery that could be drawn has 

been drawn, and all pieces are described. The pieces are 
considered by groups, according to the stratification, and 
within the groups are taken in order of classes. The range 
of fabric is that normally met on northern sites. The only 
outstanding feature is the presence of an unusually large 
number of cooking-pots, bowls and dishes, in the familiar 
fabric usually described as fumed ware, which have clearly 
had a wash applied to their surfaces with a brush. The wash 
was doubtless intended to fire black or grey, but it is actually 
often light in colour as a result of later oxidization; the brush- 
marks, made visible by this change in colour, give a streaky 
appearance to the surface of the vessels.

Although it would have been easy to quote many parallels 
to most of the pieces, they have been kept down to a 
minimum, and are taken from securely dated deposits, 
m a in ly  in the same region; the periods of these deposits are 
represented by dates in figures, though in some instances a



figure is necessarily an approximation. The diameter is given 
at the centre of each drawing. The measurement, unless 
otherwise stated, is taken from the outside of the rim; I.D. 
stands for internal diameter.

i
Pottery from  the first occupation layer above the Vallum  

filling.
B ox 1 .

1. Neck of a single-handled flagon, in buff fabric with cream slip; 
this is a mid second-century development of the ring-neck flagon; 
cf. Haltwhistle Burn, no. 2, a .d . 122-128 and Corbridge 1 9 1 1 , no. 
88, a .d . 139-197.

2. Neck of a single-handed flagon, more neatly made and 
typologically slightly earlier than no. 1, but in similar fabric; cf. 
Chester holm , no. 20, a .d . 79-125 and milecastle 50, no. 107, a .d . 
128-197.

3. Rim fragment from a jar, of late second- to early third- 
century type, in smooth orange fabric.

4. Rim fragment of a cooking-pot, of late second- to early 
third-century type, in grey fabric, once fumed, with traces of soot; 
cf. Corbridge 1 9 4 7 , no. 33, a .d . 197 and milecastle 48, pi. IV, no. 24,
a .d . 205-297.

5. Rim fragment from a cooking-pot, of third-century type, in 
light grey fabric; cf. turret 7b, no. 15, a .d . 205-297.

6. Rim fragment from a cooking-pot, of mid second-century type, 
in black fumed fabric, with traces of soot; cf. Birdoswald, no. 18d,
a .d . 126-140.

7. Rim fragment from a cooking-pot, of mid second-century 
type, in grey fabric; cf. Throp, no. 9, a .d . .122-126 and turret 50 b , 
no. 55, a .d . 128-140.

8-13 (not drawn). Fragments from cooking-pots, mainly of late 
second- to early third-century date.

14 (not drawn). Fragmentary second-century rough-cast beaker.
15. Large fragment from a flat-rimmed mortarium of first- 

century type, in pink fabric with white opaque grit on the rim; cf. 
Corbridge 1 9 5 3 , no. 5, a .d . 79-100.

16. Fragment from a bowl, of late second- to early third-century 
type, in grey fumed and polished fabric, reddened by burning; 
cf. Corbridge 19 4 7 , no. 80, AD. 197, and Bewcastle, no. 31, A.D. 
205-297.

17. Rim fragment from a bowl, of third-century type, in black 
fumed fabric; cf. Carrawburgh, no. 14, a .d . 205-250 and Birdoswald, 
no. 80, a .d . 205-297.



18 and 19. Rim fragments from bowls of the same type and date 
as no. 16, one in black fumed fabric and the other in light grey 
streaky fabric (descended on p. 150).

20. Rim fragment from a bowl or dish of the same type and 
date as no. 17, and in the same fabric.

21. Fragment from a bowl, of mid second-century type, in light 
grey fabric, cf. Birdosw ald, no. 65, a .d . 126-140 and Corbridge 1 9 1 1 , 
no. 78, a .d . 139-197.

22. Fragment from a dish, of mid second-century type, in light 
grey streaky fabric; cf. Birdoswald, no. 83, a .d . 126-140, and 
N ew  stead 1 9 4 7 , no. 9, a .d . 140-163.

23. Large fragment from a dish, of first-century type, in buff 
fabric, with orange slip, smoked in places; cf .C o rb rid g e  1 9 1 1 ,  no. 
19, a .d . 79-125.

24. Rim fragment from a dish, of mid second-century type, in 
black fumed fabric; cf. Corbridge 1 9 1 1 ,  no. 84, a .d . 139-197.

25-28 (not drawn). Fragments of dishes, mainly of late second- 
century date.

29 (not drawn). Base fragment from a samian vessel of Dragen- 
dorffs form 31, rouletted.

B ox 2.

I. Rim fragment from an unusual jar in orange fabric.
2 and 3 (not drawn). Fragments from jars of mid to late second- 

century date.
4. Rim and shoulder fragment from a large jar, of third-century 

type, in dark grey fabric; cf. Carrawburgh, no. 3, a .d . 205-250.
5. Fragments from the rim of a jar in dark grey fabric.
6. Rim and shoulder fragment from a cooking-pot, of late 

second- to early third-century type, in grey fumed fabric with traces 
of soot; cf. Balm uildy, pi. XLV, no. 8, a .d . 142-197 and turret 7b, 
no. 14, a .d . 205-297.

7. Fragments from a cooking-pot, of late second- to early third- 
century type, in light grey fumed and polished fabric, cf. Corbridge 
19 4 7 , no. 43, a .d . 197 and Bewcastle, no. 25, a .d . 205-297.

8 and 9. Rim and shoulder fragments from cooking-pots of the 
same type and date as no. 6, and in similar fabric.

10. Rim and shoulder fragment from a cooking-pot, of late 
second-century type, in dark grey fabric; cf. Corbridge 19 4 7, no. 22, 
A.D. 197.

II. Rim and shoulder fragment from a cooking-pot, of late 
second- to early third-century type, in grey fabric with surviving 
traces of soot; cf. Corbridge 19 4 7, no. 29, a .d . 197 and milecastle 48, 
pi. IV, no. 27, a .d . 205-297.
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12 and 13. Rim fragments from cooking-pots of approximately 
the same type and date as nos. 6-11.

15-22 (not drawn). Fragments from cooking-pots, all but one of 
the same general type, fabric and date as nos. 6-13. One fragment 
of calcite-gritted ware appears in the deposit; this fabric is extremely 
rare in the region of Hadrian’s Wall before the late third century, 
but occasional imports from other regions are met in earlier deposits.

23. Rim and shoulder fragment from a beaker, of mid to late 
second-century type, in dark grey fabric; cf. Corbridge 1938, fig. 9, 
no. 8, a.d. 139-163 and milecastle 9 , no. 55, a.d. 163t197.

24. Rim fragment from a bead-rim cooking-pot, of mid second- 
century type, in light grey fabric; cf. milecastle 79, no. 1, a.d. 125-140.

25 (not drawn). Rim fragment from a grey beaker.
26 (not drawn). Fragment from a Castor beaker, in white fabric 

coated with red.
27. The greater part of a bowl, of late second- to early third- 

century type, in black fumed fabric; cf. no. 16, box 1 and milecastle 9, 
no. 40, a.d. 205-297.

28-31. Rim fragments from bowls, of the same general type and 
date as no. 27, in grey fabric; one vessel has a streaky surface.

32-33. Rim fragments from bowls, of the same type and third- 
century date as nos. 17 and 20, box 1, in dark grey polished fabric.

34. Rim fragment from a bowl, of the same type and mid second- 
century date as no. 21, box 1, in light grey fabric.

35. Fragment from a dish, of mid second-century type, in black 
fumed fabric; cf. Birdoswald, no. 83, a.d. 126-140.

36-46 (not drawn). Fragments from dishes and bowls, of mid 
second- to early third-century type, mainly in black or grey fumed 
fabric, and including some with streaky surfaces.

47 (not drawn). Two fragments from a lid, of early second- 
century type, in dark grey fabric with a matt surface.
Box 3 .

1 (not drawn). The greater part of a flagon neck, not closely 
datable, in pink fabric with cream slip.

2. Three fragments from the rim of a jar, of unusual type, in 
coarse grey fabric, reddened by heat in places.

3. Rim fragment from a cooking-pot, of the same type and late 
second-century date as no. 10, box 2, in fine light grey fabric.

4. Rim fragment from a neckless cooking-pot in burnished light 
grey fabric; cf. Richborough, no. 251, a.d. 90-140; the type is 
probably mid second-century in the north.

5. Rim fragment from a large jar,- of unusual type, in coarse grey 
fabric; cf. Corbridge 1938, fig. 7, no. 4, a.d. 205-297.





6-7 (not drawn). Fragments from cooking-pots of second- to 
early third-century type.

8. Rim fragment from a segmental bowl, of second-century type, 
in orange fabric; cf. Corbridge 19 4 7 , no. 91, a.d. 197.

Further fragments of second-century bowls and dishes, and 
fragments of plain samian ware, from the same deposit, are not 
illustrated.

The three groups (boxes 1, 2 and 3), taken as a whole, 
tell a consistent story. There is a complete absence both of 
fourth-century types, and of those types which emerged in 
the later third century. The latest datable pieces are of 
types which emerged early in the third century. Most of the 
pieces in the groups are of types which emerged late in the 
second century, and remained current in the early years of 
the third century. There are several vessels which had sur
vived from the second and third quarters of the second 
century. Two first-century vessels must be regarded as strays 
(survivals as rubbish); they were, already survivals (out-of- 
date vessels) when the fort was founded.

Pottery from between the first occupation-layer and the 
’ Vallum filling.

Box 4 .
/. \ 1 (not drawn). The neck of a flagon, with a pinched spout, in

. buff fabric with a light brown slip.
/  2. Rim fragment from a jar, of early second-century type, in
light grey fabric; cf. Corbridge 19 5 3 , no. 38, a.d. 122-125.

3. Rim fragment from a jar, of early second-century type, in 
light brown fabric; cf. Corbridge 1953, no. 13, a.d. 100-122.

4. Rim and shoulder fragment for a jar or cooking-pot, of early 
to mid second-century date, in grey, slightly gritty fabric; cf, 
milecastle 79, no. 5, a.d. 125-140.

5. Rim fragment from a jar of early to mid second-century type, 
in light grey fabric; cf. Birdoswald, no. 22e, a.d. 126-140.

6. Rim and shoulder fragment from a jar, of early to mid 
second-century type, in light grey fabric; cf. milecastle 9, no. 51,
a.d. 122-140.

7-8. Fragments from the rims of large jars, of undistinctive type, 
in grey fabric.9-12 (not drawn). Bases from jars, similar in character to those 
represented by the rims nos. 4-6.





13. Rim fragment from a cooking-pot, of mid second-century 
type, in black fumed fabric; cf. Corbridge 1 9 3 8 , fig. 9, no. 9, a .d . 
139-163.

14. Rim and shoulder fragment from a cooking-pot in light grey 
fabric, of the same type and late second- to early third-century date 
as no. 7, box 2.

15-17. Fragments from cooking-pots in grey fabric, of the same 
type and late, second- to early third-century date as nos. 9-10, box 2.

18-20 (not drawn). Fragments from cooking-pots of second- and 
third-century type.

21. Rim fragment from a beaker in black fumed fabric, of the 
same type and late second-century date as no. 23, box 2.

22. Rim fragment from a beaker, of early to mid second-century 
type, in light grey fabric; cf. Corbridge 1 9 1 1 ,  no. 32, a .d . 79-125..

23. Six fragments making up the whole of a Castor beaker, of 
late second-century type, in white fabric coated with orange; cf. 
Corbridge 1 9 1 1 , no. 73, a .d . 139-197.

24. The greater part of a bowl, of late second-century type, in 
black fumed fabric with streaky surface; cf. Balmuildy, pi. XLVII, 
no. 18, a .d . 142-197.

B o x  5.
1. Rim fragment from a jar in buff fabric, possibly contemporary 

with no. 3, box 4.
2. Rim fragment from a cooking-pot, of late second- to early 

third-cehtury type, in light grey fabric; cf. Corbridge 19 4 7, no. 22,
a .d . 197 and milecastle 48, pi. IV, no. 28, a .d . 205-297.

3. Rim fragment from a cooking-pot, of mid to late second- 
century type, in grey fabric; cf. turret 7b, no. 8, a .d . 122-197.

4. Fragment from the rim of a grey cooking-pot.
5. Two fragments from a bowl in grey fabric with streaky 

surface and traces of cross-hatching; it is of the same type and late 
second- to early third-century date as no. 16, box 1.

6. Fragment from the rim of a bowl or dish, of late second- 
century type, in grey fabric reddened by fire; cf. Corbridge 19 4 7, 
no. 78, a .d . 197.

7. Small fragment from a bowl in black fumed fabric; it is 
possibly contemporary with no. 21, box 1.

A  well-preserved fragment from a samian cup of form 33, found 
in the same deposit, is not illustrated.

B o x 6.
1 (not drawn). The crudely made neck of a single-handled flagon 

in light orange fabric.
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2. Rim fragment from a narrow-mouthed jar, of undistinguished 
type, in dark grey fabric.

3. Rim and shoulder fragment from a jar or cooking-pot, of 
early second-century type, in light grey micaceous fabric with darker 
grey polished surface; cf. Chesterholm , no. 44, a .d . 79-126.

4. Rim and shoulder fragment from a jar or cooking-pot, of 
early second-century type, in light grey fabric with traces of soot; 
cf. Corbridge 1 9 5 3 , no. 41, a .d . 122-125.

5. Rim and shoulder fragment from a smaller version of the 
same type of vessel as no. 4.

6. Rim and shoulder fragment from a small cooking-pot, of late 
second-century type, in light grey fabric; cf. Corbridge 19 47, no. 36, 
a .d . 197.

7. Fragment from the rim of a large jar in dark grey fabric.
8-15 (not drawn). Fragments, mainly bases, from early second-

century jars and cooking-pots.
16-23. Rim fragments from cooking-pots, in black or grey fumed 

fabric, in some instances with streaky surfaces, and in others 
reddened by fire; while there are variations of size and type, the 
vessels all approximate to types already described, and range in date 
a little before the middle of the second century to a little after its 
close.

24. Two rim fragments from a cooking-pot in polished black 
fumed fabric, with a zig-zag line on the neck; cf. Cardurnock, no. 4, 
a .d . 128-140.

25-38 (not drawn). Fragments of cooking-pots, all generally 
similar to nos. 16-23.

39. Rim fragment from a cooking-pot with a beaker rim, of 
second-century type, in black fumed fabric; cf. milecastle 50  T W , 
no. 35, a .d . 122-128.

40-42 (not drawn). Rim fragments from Castor beakers of late 
second-century type.

43. Large fragments making up the greater part of a bowl in 
greyish black fabric with a streaky surface; this is a badly made 
example of the same late, second- to early third-century type of 
vessel as no. 30, box 2.

44-52. Fragments from bowls in black or grey fumed fabric, in 
some instances with streaky surfaces, and in others reddened by 
fire; while there are minor variations, the vessels all approximate to 
types already described, and range in date from a little before the 
middle of the second century to a little after its close.

53. Fragment from a bowl in black fumed fabric, of the same 
type and late second-century date as no. 24, box 4.

54. Fragment from a dish in light grey fabric.



55. Fragment from a dish, of mid to late second-century type, 
in light grey fabric; cf. Corbridge 19 38 , fig. 8, no. 5, a .d . 163-197.

56. Fragment from a dish in black fumed fabric, of the same 
type and mid second-century date as no. 35, box 2.

Fragments representing some two dozen bowls and dishes of the 
same types as the above, and almost as many plain samian vessels 
of forms 15/17, 18/31, 27, 33 and 35/36, found in the same deposit, 
are not illustrated.

The three groups (boxes 4, 5 and 6), taken as a whole, 
are similar in their composition to the groups from the first 
occupation-layer over the Vallum filling; many types are 
common to the two levels. On the other hand, there is here 
very little that could not have been made before a.d. 200, 
there is nothing that need be much later, and the proportion 
of earlier second-century survivals is high. The stratigraphic 
order of deposition of the two layers is thus reflected in the 
typological composition of the groups, but clearly the one 
deposit rapidly followed the other.

Mortaria from the Vallum  filling
Box 7.

1-8. Large fragments from eight several mortaria, in orange 
fabric.with cream slip and opaque white and brown grit; all are 
assignable to the potter a n a u s , six of the examples having his 
characteristic groove on the edge of the rim, and two carrying his 
stamps. The peak of the potter’s activity is believed to have fallen 
between the years a .d . 160 and 180; cf. Corbridge mortaria, no. 1.

9. Fragment from a mortarium rim in dirty buff gritty fabric 
with black white and grey grit; cf. Corbridge mortaria, no. 19, made 
by d u b e t a u s , a .d . 140-200.

10. Three fragments from a mortarium of mid second-century 
type, in pink self-coloured fabric.

The mortaria, extracted from the ditch filling and from 
the deposits immediately above it, happen to form a con
sistent and closely datable group of the second half of the 
second century.

The complete references to the reports from which parallels have
L



been quoted are as follows (the usual abbreviations have been used 
for periodicals):

Balm uildy— Miller, The Rom an Fort at Balm uildy (1922).
Bewcastle— C W 2 xxxviii 219f.
Birdoswald— C W 2 xxx 187f.
Cardurnock— C W 2 xlvii 108f.
Carrawburgh— A A 4 xxix 62f.
Chesterholm— A A 4 xv 222f.
Corbridge 1 9 1 1 — A A 3 viii 168f.
Corbridge 19 3 8 — A A 4 xv 266f.
Corbridge 19 4 7 — A A 4 xxviii 177f.
Corbridge 1 9 5 3 — A A 4 xxxi 222f.
Corbridge mortaria— A A 4 xxvi 172f.
Haltwhistle Burn— A A 3 v 264f.
N ew stead 19 4 7 — PSAS lxxxiv 3 If.
Richborough— Bushe-Fox, Third Report on the Excavations of 

the Rom an Fort at Richborough, Kent (1932). 
Throp— C W 2 xiii 374f. 
milecastle 9— A A 4 vii 172f. 
milecastle 48— C W 2 xi 446f. 
milecastle 50— C W 2 xiii 356f. 
milecastle 50 T W — C W 2 lii 35f. 
milecastle 79— C W 2 lii 3If. 
turret 7b— A A 4 vii 150f. 
turret 50b— C W 2 xiii 35If.


