
X .— N E W C A S T L E — A  S T U D Y  IN  L O C A L  D E N T A L  
H IS T O R Y .

B y  P r o f e s s o r  J o h n  B o y e s .

T he den tal h istory  of N ew castle up on  T yne occupies a 
w orthy position in  th e  h istory  of den tistry  in  G reat B rita in .

T h e  craft of the to o th  draw er is one of th e  o ldest surgical 
skills. T here  is evidence th a t it  was practised by B aby­
lonians, Egyptians, Greeks and  R om ans and  the evidence 
from  th e  E ast is sim ilar. D en ta l disease has therefore a  long 
history, bu t despite this no real and  sustained progress was 
m ade in the a r t an d  science of den tistry  till the eighteenth 
century. In  th a t great surge of m edical an d  scientific activity  
dentistry  to ok  its p a rt and  developed so rap id ly  th a t in  the  
n ineteenth  century  it was an  established profession. D en ta l 
Schools w ere founded , den ta l education  organized and  den ta l 
qualifications aw arded  on  the results of exam inations. 
D uring  the first twenty-five years of the present century  p ro ­
fessional am bitions an d  goals had  been reached. T he  highest 
academ ic recognition h ad  been given to den ta l surgery by 
Universities an d  the position of den ta l p ractitioners in  re la ­
tion  to th e  com m unity  was governed by A ct of P arliam ent. 
Its  history  therefore covers a period of ab o u t 250 years.

In  1724 W illiam  P rio r m oved from  G ateshead to N ew ­
castle an d  set up  business a t T he  Sign of the M usical In s tru ­
m ent in  T he  Side as a dealer in  m usical instrum ents as the  
advertisem ent in  the C o u ran t indicates. H e said he sold all 
types of m usical an d  m athem atical instrum ents, m usic books 
of tunes and  songs, bows, bridge ends an d  strings an d  he 
un derto ok  any type of tu rn ing  w ork a t reasonab le rates. H e 
also “ m akes and  sets artificial teeth so neatly  as no t to be  dis-
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covered from  n a tu ra l o n e s ” . W hen the N ew ca stle  Jou rn al 
was first published on A pril 7th , 1739, W illiam  P rio r adver­
tised in  this num ber, and  the den ta l side of his business had  
ap p aren tly  tak en  precedence over the m usical side, for he 
advertised  as fo llo w s: —

“ Artificial teeth set in so firm as to eat with them and so 
exact as not to be distinguished from natural. They need not 
be taken out at night as is by some falsely suggested; but may 
be worn years together: yet they are so fitted as to be taken 
out and put in at pleasure by the person who wears them and 
are an ornament to the mouth and greatly helpful to the speech. 
Also musical and mathematical instruments are made and 
mended and all sorts of turning done by William Prior at White 
Friars at the foot of Westgate, Newcastle.”
D en tu res w hich were m ade in th a t period  were usually  of 

w alrus ivory and  som etim es the b lock  was carved to include 
the teeth , w here a t o ther tim es n a tu ra l teeth  of good ap p ear­
ance w ere fixed by a m etal post in to  the ivory den tu re  base.

M r. Jam es C oltm an, the form er D ean  of the D en tal 
School, has to ld  m e th a t he rem em bers the very large th icken­
ing on  the thum b of the righ t h an d  of one o f the den tal 
m echanics w ith  w hom  he w orked as a studen t w hich was 
a ttrib u ted  to  carving ivory dentures w hen he was a  young 
m an  som e forty  years before.

AVe have no evidence th a t a n y 'o f  the ivory dentures in 
the collection in the Sutherland  D en ta l School were m ade by 
W illiam  P rio r.

W h a t m ay  well be the oldest N ew castle dental relics1 are  
in  th e  possession of this Society. I  refer to the den tal instru­
m ents in  the B arber Surgeons cab inet w hich M r. L . M . M ark ­
h am  has exam ined an d  Sir F ran k  Colyer com m ented upon  in 
his b o o k  on  den ta l instrum ents. These instrum ents are a 
double-ended pelican  for the extraction  of teeth, a  pa ir of 
forceps and  an  elevator used in  loosening ro o t fragm ents. 
W e can  lo ok  upon  them  w ith equanim ity , b u t there can  be 
little  d o u b t in our m inds th a t only severe too thache would



m ake them  o ther than  ab h o rren t to the patien t. T he  surgery 
w hich depended  upon the use of these instrum ents on 
unanaesthetized  patien ts was crude and  rough. P rince  and  
pau per alike feared  the toothache and  its operative treatm ent.

F rom  the earliest days non-operative m ethods have been  
available. In  C hristian  lands prayers to  saints w ere fre­
quently  offered and  a num ber o f these easily rem em bered 
rhym ing prayers has been preserved. T o  others, b lack  m agic 
em ploying qu ite  com m on objects in a  set ritu a l offered a  
m ore a ttrac tive  w ay of relief. Surely, it was argued , if the 
devil is appeased  he  will call off his to rm entors, for all pa in  
is the w ork of the devil. A m ulets were w orn as a m ethod  
of protecting  th e  teeth  from  decay and  to others sound teeth  
could  only be expected if the m ilk teeth were disposed of 
w ith an  app ro p ria te  cerem ony. F o lk  m edicine takes a  long  
tim e to loosen its grip an d  here are som e of these custom s 
w hich w ere actually  used by those w ho have w ritten  to  m e 
on the subject.

A  corresponden t from  H exham  recalls the follow ing 
in c id e n t: —

“ When a small boy (year 1893) after several sleepless nights 
through toothache my parents called in our family doctor and 
he decided an extraction was necessary, so in fear and trembling 
I watched him produce a pair of pliers, pattern as exhibited 
in ironmongers windows and wrapped in a clean handkerchief. 
After the ordeal was over my father said I must ask God to 
send me another tooth. I was told to cover it with salt and place 
it on the fire saying the following: —

Fire, fire burn tooth, God send me another tooth
Not a black one but a white one
Not a crooked one but a straight one.

I believe this custom was very prevalent at that time.”
A  gentlem an from  D u rh am  w rite s : —

“ My mother aged 79 years has many memories of old customs 
and so-called cures for many ills prevalent in her childhood



days. She has related many of them to me including one which 
may interest you, that in her younger days it was a common 
practice for victims of toothache to carry on their person a 
nutmeg in the belief that it would cure toothache. Other curious 
practices were to carry a rat’s tail for luck and if some unfortu­
nate person should find themselves lost in a wood or while 
crossing a field road on a dark or foggy night, to turn some 
garment they were wearing inside out and replace it in the 
inverted position and the lost traveller would find the right 
track immediately.”

I  also received a  letter from  M r. Jo h n  R obson  of New castle- 
ton , R oxburghsh ire , in reply  to m y request for in fo rm ation  
ab o u t the E lsdon  gibbet. H e say s : —

“ Although I have lived in Northumberland nearly all my life 
I am sorry I can give you no information about it. However, 
I am going to tell you of another preventative from toothache 
which I think may interest you. My grandfather who was a 
country shoemaker in North Tyne used an instrument for the 
prevention of toothache, the idea of which was to burn the 
main nerve going to the teeth. I have seen the instrument often 
and will do my best to describe it (I enclose sketch) from memory 
as it got lost many years ago. If you look at the sketch you will 
see what I mean when I say that the sheath was put firmly in 
the outer ear where the nerve was supposed to be, the blade was 
heated red hot and pressed down the sheath. The blade was 
about iVth of an inch longer than the sheath so it burnt in that 
depth and ‘cut the nerve’. This was to prevent toothache for 
some time—I cannot say how long. But I remember my father 
telling me that in the days when country lads and lassies went 
to farm service it was quite a common thing for them to come 
to my grandfather’s shop and get their ears burnt to prevent 
them from having toothache for the six months they would be 
away from home, perhaps hired in some remote farm many 
miles from a doctor. The instrument to my mind was well made 
and hardly looked like a crude blacksmith made article. This 
all took place before 1855 as my grandfather died that year aged 
48 years, so that makes it roughly 100 years since this ‘a r t ’ 
was practised. I  suppose in those days people who v/ere not 
lucky enough to obtain a piece of the Elsdon Gibbet and wanted 
to keep clear of toothache had no other option than to go to 
Robson the shoemaker and go through the ordeal of having 
their ears burnt.”



F rom  A shington I  le a rn e d : —
“ It is a ritual used when a milk tooth has fallen from a child’s 
mouth for the child to be taken to the fireside and on throwing 
the tooth into the fire he repeats: —

Fire, fire burn bone 
God send me my tooth again 
Not a black one but a white one 
Not a crooked one but a straight one.

My wife learned it from her father who was born near Ponteland 
some seventy-five years ago. We still carry on the ritual with 
our own boys as we find it an excellent way to make them 
forget the loss. . . . ”
T o-day child ren  in  N ew castle still pu t the ir recently  shed 

tem porary  to o th  under the pillow , or in a  glass of w ater, an d  
the m em ber of a t least one fam ily puts th e  too th  u n der the 
carpet. T he child ren  are to ld  th a t the fairies will change 
the to o th  during the n igh t in to  m oney. I t  seems th a t th e  
fairies are aw are of the rise in the cost of living for pre-w ar 
the penny was the accepted rew ard bu t to-day it is th ree­
pence, sixpence o r even a  shilling.

F o lk  m edicines w ere bound  to  fail an d  even those w ho 
had  m ade the tedious pilgrim age from  S tam fordham  to  
E lsdon for a  splinter of w ood from  the gibbet w ould have 
found the m agic of the scaffold could  a t tim es be very w eak. 
In to  this field of uncerta in ty  cam e the apo th ecary ’s prescrip­
tion. C hem icals w ere w idely used in  secret com binations to  
heal disorders of the intestine, skin, kidneys, h ea rt and  chest. 
T oo thache being com m on, pow ders, solutions an d  tinctures 
were extensively m ade, each one capable  of treating  a ll the  
d isorders of teeth  an d  gums and  each th e  secret o f the 
prescriber. In  the early  new spapers of N ew castle one finds 
th a t the m ajority  of th e  m edicines advertised were p repared  
and  sold by local m edical m en. As the century  advanced  a  
g reater variety of m edicines w ere advertised an d  these w ere 
m ade by L on do n  physicians and  surgeons an d  sent no rth  
to  recognized agents. These agents w ere new spaper p u b ­
lishers b u t som e others h ad  occasional agencies.



A  survey of those advertisem ents is am using; the ex trava­
gan t claim s m ake us ra th e r curious to know  a t w hat intellec­
tua l level these advertisem ents w ere successful, for there m ust 
have been m any  w ho could n o t read  an d  so we m ight be 
surprised  if we were to know  w ho accepted  these w onder 
po tions w ith  hope of success.

W e are  also ab le  to gather w h a t type o f den tal diseases 
w ere com m on. D en ta l decay and  pyorrhoea we can  easily 
recognize; gingivitis and  perhaps the d isorder you m ay know  
as trench  m ou th  is p robably  w hat is m ean t by  bleeding of the 
gum . T oo thb rush ing  seems no t to  have been a  com m on 
p ractice  fo r nearly  all the cures say th a t they m ake the teeth 
as w hite as a lab aster a lthough  they w ere as b lack  as coal.

L et m e quote to  you w hat D r. L ucas of N ew castle 
advertises in  the W e e k ly  C o u ran t of F eb ru ary  4th  1720.

“ Also for the further good of mankind is published the Doctor’s 
chymical preparations for curing the toothache without drawing 
and scurvy ulcer of the gum by giving immediate ease in the 
most tormenting pain and carrying off the sharp humour which 
falls upon the teeth and gums. Also it fastens loose teeth and 
causes the gums to grow afresh although eaten away with the 
very scurvy. And those that use it are seldom or never troubled 
with the toothache any more where it is applied. So that a 
person may by these methods preserve all their teeth fair and 
sound even to an old age. Price Is. Od. a bottle, with full direc­
tions at the Doctor’s House in Pilgrim Street over against Silver 
Street end, a ball being over the door.”

Som e m on ths la ter the docto r died, bu t this m elancholy event 
d id  n o t cast despair over the too thache sufferers for we find 
the  follow ing advertisem ent h e a d e d :

“ Late Doctor Lucas Remedies. These are to acquaint the public 
that the Doctor faithfully communicated every secret of his 
medical preparations to his spouse who had upwards of ten 
years’ experience in their preparation,”

an d  M rs. L ucas goes on to say th a t th e  p reparations are  
ju st th e  sam e

“ as if the Doctor was now living.”



In  1734 we read  in T h e  C o u ran t fo r the 1st Ju n e : —
“ There is an excellent and pleasant dentifrice tincture which 
healeth ulcers in the mouth, cures the thrush in children, 
cleaneth and freeth the mouth from foulness and ill scents and 
sweetens the breath. It cures scorbutic putrid swellings and 
bleeding gums, prevents and cures the toothache, fastens the 
teeth and prevents them from rotting and renders teeth when 
grown foul, yellow or black, as white as ivory.”

This rem arkab le  tinctu re could be ob tained from  M r. B ullon, 
a  bookseller on  the T yne Bridge. O ther adverts include D r. 
R atcliff’s to o th  cure (1744), D r. D ay ’s m ix ture (1770).

' “ Bennett’s Dentilave Tincture an immediate cure for the most 
violent toothache proceeding from any cause whatever . . .  by 
its antiseptic balsamic quality whereby it strongly resists putre­
faction it eradicates scurvy from the gums.”

This lau d a to ry  advertisem ent Septem ber 30th 1780 was p re­
ceded by an  advertisem ent in Ju ly  1779 advertising a  bo ok  
sold by M r. S lack for a  shilling entitled  A  D isser ta tio n  on  
th e  T ee th  by  W . B ennett, Surgeon, L ondon. This is the first 
den ta l book  I  have noticed in booksellers’ announcem ents 
in the N ew castle press. I  feel sure th a t the announcem ent 
of th e  A siatic  too th  pow der m ust have caused some stir in  
1785. T his was an  in teresting discovery on th e  p a rt of J. 
D ebraw  “ a  m edical p ractitioner an d  reader in  chem istry  
from  F lee t S treet, L on do n  ” . T he  au tho r pledges his c red it 
th a t the  teeth  how ever foul and  discoloured by neglect will 
on  a single tria l acquire a beau tifu l w hiteness w ithout any 
in ju ry  to the enam el. I t  derives its nam e A siatic, he tells 
us, from  being p repared  of an  In d ian  earth  called by the 
natives A u o ra , to the use of w hich is ascribed the beau tifu l 
set of tee th  am ong the A siatics. T he  p repara tion  is still kep t 
in  In d ia  a  secret am ong th e  E uropeans b u t is discovered by 
the au th o r in  a  chem ical analysis. H e goes on, “ Its  p resen t 
rap id  sale bears testim ony of the app ro ba tion  it m eets and  
renders all advertised panegyrics unnecessary. Sold by 
S. H odgson, p rin ter, New castle. T oo thbrushes from  In d ian  
ha ir Is. Od.”



T h e  im provem ent in  transp ort w hich enabled  drugs to  
be b ro u g h t from  L on do n  soon developed in to  a fo rm  of 
relatively  com fortab le travel and  so doctors an d  dentists 
com m enced to  travel from  L ondon  an d  elsew here to  the 
provinces. In  1761 M r. N athan ie l Lee, a n  operato r for the 
teeth , m akes the in teresting claim  th a t he was present in  
N ew castle “ by  the K ing’s au tho rity  an d  he sold a  m ost 
excellent w ater for th e  te e th ” . Tw elve years la ter an  
ann ou ncem en t in the Jou rn al of Jan u ary  30th 1773 addressed 
to the nobility  an d  gen try  ind icated  th a t “ T he fam ous M rs. 
B ernard  from  B erlin  an d  B randenberg  who is possessed of 
an  in fallib le  secret fo r cleansing the teeth  and  rendering  them  
as w hite as a labaster no tw ithstand ing  they m ay be as b lack  
as coal rem arkab ly  done w ithout the use of an  instrum ent ” 
h ad  arrived  in  N ew castle and  was to be inqu ired  of a t the  
H alf M oon  en try  in the Bigg M arket.

T h e  n ex t dentist to arrive on the scene was in 1774 and  
he w as C harles W hitlock; Jacob  H em et paid  a  sho rt visit 
in  1776, likew ise, in 1778, H em et H a rt from  M annheim . 
A  sho rt stay  of a few weeks was paid  by M r. M arks, den tist 
and  o p e ra to r for the teeth , 1780. In  1783 M r. C raw cour, 
surgeon den tist, paid  a  visit here and  treated  patien ts. In  
1790 M onsieur L e Sec, w ho was a pupil o f M onsieur B urdet, 
d en tist to  the  Q ueen o f F rance, paid  the first of a  series of 
visits w hich covered a  period of over 12 years. H e was a 
pu p il o f one of the greatest F ren ch  dentists of the tim e and  
F ran ce  du ring  the eighteenth  century  gave th e  lead to the 
w orld  in  den ta l surgery. I  was d isappoin ted  no t to  find the 
nam e of R usp in i am ong the visiting dentists to  N ew castle 
an d  w hile the search is no t finished I  feel th a t an  old question  
is going to  have a  sim ple answ er.

I t  is a  source of g reat satisfaction to  the graduates of 
den ta l surgery in our U niversity  th a t D r. L ilian  L indsay  w as 
one of th e  first to  receive the ho no rary  degree of M aster of 
D en ta l Surgery. She is the doyen of den tal surgeons an d  I  
share  th e  view held  by m any th a t she is the m ost distinguished 
d en ta l h isto rian  in the w orld. D uring  the celebrations in



1945 com m em orating the 50th anniversary of the opening of 
th e  N ew castle u p on  T yne D en ta l H ospital, D r. L indsay  gave 
a  lecture on the h istory  of den tistry  an d  show ed the p ictu re 
of the “ T ow n D en tist This is a  m odification  of a  sim ilar 
picture entitled “ T he  L ondon  D en tist T he  m odification  
is in the view th rough  the  window . In  the  la tte r C arlto n  
H ouse is identifiable w hereas in  the form er there  is no d o u b t 
th a t the view from  the w indow  is of the lan tern  tow er of 
St. N icholas, N ew castle. T he  C hevalier R usp in i is the 
dentist operating. H e m arried  the daugh ter of F rancis O rd  
of L ongridge H all, N orthum berland , and  it was a  possibility 
th a t the St. N icholas tow er offered a  clue th a t R usp in i p rac ­
tised for som e tim e in N ew castle. D r. M enzies C am pbell, 
w ho has m ade a close b iographical study of R uspin i, cou ld  
.find no trace th a t he ever visited N ew castle and  I  have com e 
to a sim ilar conclusion by m y inquiries to date. T he  
exp lanation  m ay well be th a t the p rin t was published by  
D aw son of A lnw ick and  a  little piece of local a rch itectu re  
so distinctive as St. N icholas C athedral m ay have helped  
sales.

T h e  first sem i-perm anent den tist in  N ew castle was 
C harles E dw ard  W hitlock w ho advertised in F ebruary  1774 
and  tow ards th e  conclusion he says th e  follow ing: —

“ Those ladies and gentlemen who please to honour him with 
their commands (during the stay of the Comedians) are requested 
to favour him with them at Mrs. Gale’s, Newgate Street.”
This reference to th e  theatre  seem ed to be in teresting  and  

I  referred  to th e  local play-bills and to  m y pleasure I  dis­
covered th a t a  m em ber of the C om pany perform ing a t the  
th ea tre  in the Bigg M arke t was M r. W hitlock. H e never 
seem ed to  take  a  p rom inent p a rt b u t th is m ight well have  
been th a t his den ta l practice  occupied m uch of his tim e. 
D uring  the first season he was given a benefit an d  the p lay  
th a t was selected was A s  Y o u  L ik e  I t. M r. W hitlock 
appeared  w ith the C om pany every year and  in  1781 he  
m anaged the players. A s will be  know n to  those w ho h ad



stud ied  th e  h istory  of the local theatre , the C om pany  had  
th e ir ups and  dow ns, including a  burg lary , as the resu lt of 
w hich they lost 80 volum es of plays. In  1785 it was 
ann ou nced  th a t the  C om pany w ould only be  there for a  short 
tim e till A p ril and  it is ra th e r surprising to  find in  the 
C h ro n ic le  of A p ril 30th the follow ing an n o u n cem en t: —

“ Mr. Whitlock, dentist, presents his respectful compliments to 
the ladies and gentlemen of Newcastle and its environs and begs 
leave to inform them that being under an indispensable necessity 
of quitting this place without a possibility of completing the 
various orders they have been pleased to honour him with, he 
intends to return about the middle of the second week of May 
in order to finish the business he is now obliged to leave undone 
as likewise to execute any such commands he may be favoured 
with in the interim. Those ladies and gentlemen whose orders 
he has received and which form a multitude of business he has 
not been able to comply with will be first attended to, others in 
the regular course. Mr. Whitlock embraces with deepest sense 
of gratitude this opportunity of returning his most unfeigned 
thanks to his friends and the public for the many favours 
conferred upon him and assures them that nothing shall be 
wanting on his part to ' meet their future commands and 
approbation.”

T his seem ed to indicate  a  ra th e r hu rried  departu re , the notice 
is d a ted  A p ril 15th and  appears in the issue of the 30th. 
1785 was an  im p ortan t year for him  for he m arried  Miss 
E lizabe th  K em ble a t Y ork . She too was an  actress an d  sister 
of th e  fam ous M rs. Siddons an d  M r. S tephen K em ble. C ould  
this sudden  departu re  have som ething to do w ith his m arriage 
a t Y o rk ?  M r. W hitlock’s wife acted  in N ew castle and  her 
first app earan ce  was in  F eb ruary  1786. W ith  M r. A ustin  he 
to o k  over th e  m anagem ent of the new  T heatre  R o yal opened 
in  1788, a g rea t occasion on w hich the bells of St. N icholas 
an d  St. Jo h n ’s w ere rung. H e gave u p  the m anagem ent of 
th e  th ea tre  and  ab o u t 1797 departed  for a  ten  year visit to  
A m erica. H e re tu rned  and  in  the D irectory  of 1811 is found 
to  b e  one of th ree dentists in  practice in N ew castle.

N ew castle  has been extrem ely fo rtunate  in the calibre of



her m edical h istorians an d  very little seems to  have escaped 
D r. E m bleton , M r. G. H. H um e, Sir W illiam  H um e, D r. 
A rn ison  and  Professor G rey T urner. H ow ever, tw o sm all 
adverts seem ed to have slipped past their notice w ith regard  
to the first residen t surgeon and  den tist in N ew castle, 
F rederick  H orn. D r. E m bleton  gives us the m ain  in fo rm a­
tion  ab o u t him . H e was a surgeon in the N avy, was app o in ted  
surgeon to  the R oyal Infirm ary  in 1800, took  p a r t in  a  
celebrated discussion w ith  D r. C lark  an d  D r. Fenw ick w ith 
regard  to the fever w ards, was a  surgeon to the D ispensary  
and  took  an  active p a rt in the local m edical society of w hich 
he was the V ice-President for seven years, P residen t in  1796; 
he con tribu ted  a num ber of papers and  died in 1806 an d  
was succeeded by his son in the app o in tm en t of surgeon to  
the Infirm ary. In  the N ew castle D irectory  for 1790 he is 
listed am ong the surgeons b u t in th a t of 1801 he describes 
him self as a  surgeon an d  dentist. I was pleased to discover 
th a t he m ade the follow ing announcem ent in  D ecem ber 
1 7 8 2 :—

“ Frederick Horn takes this opportunity respectfully to acquaint 
the friends of his late uncle Mr. Henry Gibson that from some 
unavoidable circumstances (the ship of which he was surgeon 
being ordered to Gibraltar and etc.) he was prevented from 
addressing them sooner and soliciting the honour of their future 
favours in his professional capacity. As Mrs. Gibson is con­
nected with him in the business he respectfully solicits the 
favours of her friends and flatters himself that his having 
attended the most eminent professors in London in the surgical 
and medical line and having been near six years a surgeon in
H.M. Navy will have some weight in inducing those whom he 
has the honour to address and to give credit to his qualifications 
and assures them that his utmost abilities and attention shall be 
exerted to give satisfaction.”

In  this in teresting statem ent there is no  m ention of dentistry  
an d  I  w ondered w hat type of a  den tist he in  fact was. 
Im agine m y delight w hen tu rn ing  over the pages of the  
N ew ca stle  C o u ran t I  found  in the issue of July  29th 1786 
the fo llow ing : —



“ Frederick Horn, Surgeon, acquaints the ladies and gentlemen 
of Newcastle and its neighbourhood that he has just returned 
from London where he has been completely instructed by an 
eminent practitioner in the business of a DENTIST. He scales 
and cleans and performs all the operations on the teeth, makes 
and fixes artificial and removes or prevents the irregularities 
which take place in the teeth of young people at the time of 
getting their second set.

Mr. Horn purposes being frequently at Durham, Sunder­
land, North and South Shields. He therefore requests that the 
ladies and gentlemen of these places will inform him by post of 
their intentions as the frequency of his visits will be in a great 
measure regulated by the number of those who want his 
assistance. Foot of Westgate Road, Newcastle.”

D en ta l lectures (in L ondon) w ere started  by W illiam  R ae  
an d  one w onders if H o rn  a ttended  perhaps the last lectures 
given by him  as he was killed by falling from  his horse in  
this year.

T h e  reference to the scope of H o rn ’s w ork  is of consider­
ab le in te rest to  those of us w ho are dentists an d  of particu lar 
in terest is the reference to  ch ild ren ’s teeth, as orthodontics is 
one o f the  m ost im p ortan t branches of den ta l surgery to-day. 
M onsieur L e  Sec w ho has already  been m entioned also 
s ta te d : —

“ He cures all disorders of the mouth and deformities of the 
teeth when not’ standing in proper order,1 especially in children 
when their teeth are shedding.”

M onsieu r L e  Sec first visited N ew castle in 1790, four years 
a fte r H o rn  w as advertising th a t he corrected deform ities of 
the  teeth . In  the D irectory  o f 1811, in  add ition  to the nam e 
of W hitlock  there  is the nam e of M r. Sum m ers w ho practised 
in  N ew gate and  Charles N . W aw n whose address was 
N o rth u m b erlan d  Place. W aw n was a  m an of culture an d  of 
deep religious feeling. Shortly afte r his arrival in  N ew castle 
he  was a ttrac ted  to M ethodism  an d  jo ined the W esleyan 
Society a t O rp h an  H ouse. H e engaged upon  this religious 
w o rk  w ith  zeal an d  was an  active w orker am ong the youth



and a  leader in the Sunday School. H e presided over a  
m eeting in N ew castle w hich led to the foundation  in  this 
tow n of a S unday School U nion. H e w as associated w ith  
the founding of the R eligious T ra c t Society. H e was 
interested in  m echanical and  scientific m atters and  helped 
George Stephenson in  the controversy w hich he h ad  w ith  
Sir H um phry  Davy. He w rote m any  articles on  subjects 
perta in ing  to social reform . I t  is a  source o f som e p rid e  to  
those of us w ho are  dentists th a t early  in the h istory of our 
profession C harles W aw n should take  such a  conspicuous 
p a rt in  endeavouring to  im prove the  lo t, sp iritually  an d  
physically, of ou r less fo rtunate  breth ren . H e w rote a  sm all 
num ber of poem s, som e of w hich w ere incorpo ra ted  in  a  
volum e of poetic  studies, and  a bo ok  on  T om  C urry  the 
poor keelm an. W aw n’s book  of poem s and  his h istory  of 
T om  C urry  the keelm an were illustrated  by tw o vignettes by 
Bew ick and  it adds som ething to the lustre of a  local den tal 
history  if som ething can  be  found to associate one o f the 
m ost distinguished of the local figures. I t  was therefore w ith  
joy th a t I  found a  den ta l connection w ith  Bewick. I t  will 
be know n to those w ho have read  M en  o f  M a rk  'T w ix t T y n e  
a n d  T w ee d . M r. G eorge A tkinson  was a  g reat personal 
friend of B ew ick’s. I  q u o te : —

“ The year before he died, Bewick indulged his friend with a 
little bit of pleasantry, which is too good to be omitted. When 
I was with him one morning, after some conversation on different 
subjects, he said ‘Are you a collector of relics, Mr. Atkinson? ’ 
Scarcely knowing to what this tended, I answered in the affirma­
tive. ‘ Should you like to possess one of me? ’ I expressed the 
high satisfaction I should experience in a memorial of him, and 
he took from the drawer of the table he was engraving at a small 
packet of paper, which, on being unfolded, displayed—a tooth! 
The paper contained the following inscription: ‘ I departed from 
the place—from the place I held in the service of Thomas 
Bewick, after being there upwards of seventy-four years, on 
the 20th November 1827.’ On the back was written—Bewick’s 
Tooth. Novem ber 1827.”
D uring  the 1850’s the dental profession was divided in



op in ion  as to  w hich was the best m ethod of establish ing the 
profession. T here  w ere those w ho wished to  follow  the 
m ain  trad itio n  of den tistry  as a  b ranch  of surgery and  they 
w ished th a t the den tal qualifications should be  given by  the  
R o y a l College of Surgeons. T he  o ther side held  the view 
th a t den tistry  w ould prosper better as a  new  and  indepen­
den t profession w ith  its ow n college and  a  College of 
D en tistry  w as actually  established by this group. I t  is 
n a tu ra l th a t th e  m ain  h ea t of the argum ent should have been 
felt in  the sou th  and  none from  this city was active in  the 
discussions o r  in  the happy  agreem ent w hich was u ltim ately 
reached. T h e  R o yal College of Surgeons of E ng land  
aw arded  the first den ta l d ip lom a in 1859. In  1860 there 
w ere tw elve dentists in New castle. In  1875 there were 
18; ten  years la ter there  w ere 28 and  by 1890 there 
w ere 30.

T here  is n o t m uch to  com m ent u p on  during this period 
except th a t it was the h ab it of som e practitioners to publish 
sm all books on den ta l surgery explaining their m ethods. 
D en ta l disease was considered quite fully considering the 
books w ere in tended  for lay people. T w o of these books, 
one published  by M essrs. P ark er and  the o ther by  E ph ra im  
M osely, have com e in to  m y possession and  I  have no  do ub t 
th a t th ere  are  others. P erhaps ano ther in teresting associa­
tion  was the fac t th a t J. C. E no  w ho m ade the w orld fam ous 
H ea lth  Salts h ad  a C hem ist’s and  D en tist’s business in N ew ­
castle fo r a  num ber of years.

T his last ten  years of the century have been called the 
gay ’90’s b u t as far as dentistry  is concerned they w ere the  
energetic ’90’s, and  before we pass to the events w hich led 
to  the  foun da tion  o f the N ew castle upon  T yne D en ta l School 
an d  H ospita l an d  to  the N o rth  of E ng land  O dontolog ical 
Society, le t us tu rn  for a  m om ent to the passing of a  type 
w ho fo r hundreds of years, in  a  greater or lesser way, was a  
figure in  this land. Sequah was the last of the great travelling 
qu ack  docto rs and  I  am  greatly  indebted  to M r. G eorge 
S trong of B lyth , w ho gives m e the m ost vivid descrip tion  of



the app earan ce  o f Sequah a t B lyth, an d  there  is every reason  
to  believe th a t the perform ance a t N ew castle w ould be 
the sam e. I  am  to ld  th a t in the ’80’s Sequah used to  d raw  
up his coach on  w hat was a  piece of grass lan d  overlooked 
by L ovaine Crescent. M r. Strong tells m e th a t he h a d  a  
gaily pain ted  and  gilded coach, d raw n by a p a ir  of horses. 
H e had  a  brass ban d  of four instrum ents in  the m ain  body  
of the coach— all had  uniform s. O ne of his biggest draw s 
of a  large crow d was his ex traction  of teeth  free of charge. 
H e was an  expert a t this operation . M r. S trong goes on—  
he was the first m an  I ever saw use an  electric to rch— he 
h ad  it s trapped  to his brow  by a ban d  of elastic. I t  w as to  
look  in to  his pa tien ts’ m ouths w hen ex tracting  teeth. H e 
was very sm art, for w hen he was ex tracting  teeth  his patien ts 
cam e up  the steps of his coach on one side, could  have as 
m any teeth  as they w anted ou t and  then  go dow n the steps 
a t the o ther side. T he  only gas he used was from  the brass 
band . A ny protesting shouts w ere accom panied by  the 
m usic of his band . H e also dem onstra ted  the virtues of his 
P rairie  F lo w e r  M ed ic in e . H e invited cripples w ith crutches 
to  com e and  be healed. T hey w ere helped up  to the coach 
an d  his assistants app lied  and  rubbed  in the m edicine to  
such an  ex ten t th a t the cripples d iscarded their crutches and  
w alked hom e unaided. O ne of his bandsm en m ust have h ad  
m erit as a  m usician, for a t a  la ter date  he re tu rned  to B lyth  
to be coach and  conductor of the brass band .

In  the year 1906 I  w as w alking tow ards the en trance gate 
a t W allsend Slipway, says M r. Strong, w ith  one .of th e  
officials, w ho rem arked  to  m e, “ D o you know  who th a t is 
stand ing  on a box  trying to a ttra c t th e  w orkm en as they are  
re tu rn ing  from  their m idday m eal? ” I  said “ N o  ” an d  he 
replied , “ T h a t is S equah.” •

M r. B. R . Tow nend w rote an  in teresting article  on 
S equ ah , an d  it appears th a t there w ere several w ho used this 
nam e.

Sir Jo h n  Tom es is universally recognized as the fa ther of 
B ritish  dentistry , an d  w hen the B ritish D en ta l A ssociation



decided  to  ho ld  their A n nu al G eneral M eeting in  N ew castle 
in  th e  ho pe  o f form ing a  b ran ch  of the A ssociation  here, his 
son  C harles T om es was elected P resident for the ensuing 
year. T h is m eeting  w as a  great success for, a lthough  there 
w ere over 30 den ta l practitioners in  the tow n, there was no 
Society o r C lub  w hich w ould bring  them  together in  their 
p rofessional capacity . A  reception  was held in  the H ancock 
M useum  an d  scientific papers w ere read  an d  m any in terest­
ing subjects w ere discussed, w hich undoub ted ly  h ad  a  g reat 
influence on  th e  fu tu re  estab lishm ent of the O dontological 
Society. T h e  m eeting concluded w ith  a  trip  dow n th e  T yne 
to  S ou th  Shields. I t  was a  great scientific an d  social success 
w ith  far-reach ing consequences.

M r. R . L . M arkh am , w ith  the foresight an d  w isdom  th a t 
w ill alw ays b e  associated w ith  him , w as aw are of the 
elem ents o f antagonism  to th e  A ssociation  b u t cou ld  see 
th a t  there  w as room  fo r a  Society w hich was entirely 
scientific in  charac ter an d  in  M ay  1894 he w rote to a  num ber 
o f th e  qualified practitioners in  the N o rth  of E ng land , an d  
o n  M ay  23rd  1894 in  th e  D ouglas H otel the N o rth  of 
E n g lan d  O dontolog ical Society was form ed. These m eetings 
w ere greatly  app recia ted , m em bers regularly  travelling from  
as fa r  as C arlisle to a tten d  them . W ith  the success of the 
Society established M r. M arkh am  w rote to  the eight qualified 
p rac titioners residen t in  N ew castle and  asked them  to  m eet 
a t his house, 9 E ld o n  Square, on  the 19th D ecem ber. Six 
Were presen t a t  this m eeting, M essrs. J. W . D aniels, J. C. S. 
H arp e r, J. T . Jam eson, W . D . M oon , W . G. R ou tledge  an d  
M r. R . L . M arkham . M r. E . F othergill w as unable  to  
a ttend . T hese six gentlem en agreed to the establishm ent of 
th e  D en ta l H ospital. T he  follow ing m eeting the W ays and  
M eans C om m ittee h ad  decided on how  to  raise funds an d  
h a d  looked  a t  several houses. I t  was decided th a t a  house 
w hich  M r. M ark h am  h ad  discovered a t the corner o f N elson 
S tree t an d  C lay ton  S treet a t a  ren t of £35 a  year should  be 
taVftn fo r th e  purpose of establishing the N ew castle up on  
T yn e D en ta l H ospital. O n 25th M arch  1895 the H ospital



was opened an d  by the end of the year 1,107 patien ts h ad  
been treated .

T he  sto ry  of th e  D en ta l H ospital and  School from  its 
founding till 1936 has been w ritten  by M r, Jam es C oltm an . 
This gives the com plete story in  the greatest o f detail an d  is 
a  positive m ine of in form ation . T he  old build ing was in  
m any ways unsatisfacto ry  and  in 1906 a  m ove was m ade  to  
H andyside Buildings in  Percy Street. In  1910 th e  U niversity  
of D u rh am  institu ted  the D ip lom a in D en ta l Surgery, an d  
this seems a  convenien t p lace a t w hich to  end a  story w hich 
I  have found  in teresting  to  p u t together an d  w hich is by  no  
m eans com pletely told.




