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I t  w o u l d  b e  w r o n g  to  c l a i m  f o r  th e  s u p e r s t i t io u s  b e l i e f s  

a n d  r i t u a l  b e h a v i o u r  o f  t h e  p a g a n  C e l t s  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  o n e  o f  

t h e  g r e a t  r e l i g io u s  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

e v id e n c e  w h ic h  i n d ic a t e s  a  s u f f i c i e n t  h o m o g e n e i t y  o f  r e l i g io u s  

e x p r e s s io n  a n d  a t t i t u d e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p a g a n  C e l t i c  w o r l d  t o  

m a k e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  p a g a n  C e l t i c  r e l i g i o n  f u l l y  

ju s t i f i a b l e ,  w i t h  t h is  r e s e r v a t i o n  a l w a y s  in  m in d .

W it h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e  C e l t s  d i d  h a v e  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  

a n d  t a n g i b l e  r e l i g io n ,  o r  s y s t e m  o f  r e l i g io u s  a t t i t u d e s ,  o n e  

m a y  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  C e l t s  i n  B r i t a i n  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  

R o m a n  c o n q u e s t ,  p e o p l e  b e l o n g in g ,  in  c o m m o n  w i t h  t h e  

G a u l s ,  to  w h a t  w e  c a l l  t h e - P - C e lt ic  f a m i l y ,  a l s o  h a d  t h e i r  o w n  

r e l ig io u s  c u l t s  c l o s e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  n e ig h b o u r s  i n  

I r e l a n d  a n d  G a u l .  T h u s ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  o b s c u r e d  t h e y  a r e  

b y  t h e  in f l u e n c e  o f  R o m a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  t r a d i t io n s  a n d  b y  

th e  p r o c e s s  o f  in te r p r e ta t io  R o m a n a  t r a c e s  o f  t h e s e  n a t i v e  

c u l t s  c a n  b e  r e t r i e v e d  b y  v a r i o u s  i n d i r e c t  a p p r o a c h e s .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  p r o b le m s  i n v o l v e d  in  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

th e  r e l i g io u s  c u l t s  o f  th e  p a g a n  C e l t s ,  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f
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e v id e n c e  f o r  C e l t i c  r e l i g i o n  m u s t  b e  u s e d .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w e  

c a n  u s e  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  

e x c a v a t i o n ,  t a n g i b l e  e v id e n c e  f o r  n a t i v e  c u l t s ,  s u p p o r t e d  

b y  r e f e r e n c e s  m a d e  b y  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  w r i t e r s ,  a n d  w e  

c a n  t u r n  t o  t h e  r i c h  c o r p u s  o f  O l d  I r i s h  a n d  O ld  W e l s h  

m a n u s c r ip t s  f o r  t h e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e m a i n s  c a n  

n e v e r  f u r n i s h  a n d  f o r  s u b s t a n t ia t io n  o f  w h a t  is  i m p l ie d  

a r c h s e o l o g i c a l l y .

T o  d a t e ,  th e  t r a c e s  o f  B r i t i s h  c u l t s  d u r in g  t h e  R o m a n  

p e r i o d  h a v e  b e e n  l a r g e l y  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  R o m a n  a r c h a e o lo ­

g i s t s  w h o  h a v e  n a t u r a l l y  t e n d e d  to  c o n s id e r  t h e  e v id e n c e  f r o m  

a  v i e w p o i n t  e n g e n d e r e d  b y  a  t r a i n i n g  in  c l a s s i c a l  r e l i g io u s  

t r a d i t io n s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  m a i n  e m p h a s is  f a l l i n g  o n  R o m a n  

r a t h e r  t h a n  n a t i v e  c u l t s .  C e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  o f  R o m a n o - B r i t i s h  

in s c r i p t i o n s  a n d  i c o n o g r a p h y  h a v e  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  b e  u n ­

d e n i a b l y  C e l t i c ,  b u t  t h e r e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  t h e  t e n d e n c y  to  

a t t e m p t  t o  f i t  i n t o  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  p a t t e r n  (n o  m a t t e r  h o w  u n ­

c o m f o r t a b l y )  s c e n e s  a n d  c u l t  f i g u r e s  w h ic h  c a n  b e  s h o w n  t o  

b e l o n g  r a t h e r  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  t r a d i t io n .  T h e n  a g a i n ,  t h e r e  i s  a  

l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  u n c l a s s i f i e d  s t o n e s ,  w h ic h  a l t h o u g h  m is f i t s  

f r o m  t h e  R o m a n  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  a t t a i n  s e n s e  a n d  c o h e r e n c e  

w h e n  s u b je c t e d  t o  a n  a n a l y s i s  w h ic h  r e la t e s  t h e m  t o  C e l t i c  

c o n c e p t s .

A  s t u d y  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  e v id e n c e  f o r  r e l i g io u s  c u l t s  in  

B r i t a i n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  in  q u e s t io n  i n d ic a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  

is  m u c h  o f  n a t i v e  in t e r e s t ,  a n d  t h a t ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  th e  i n f o r m a ­

t io n  c o n t a i n e d  in  t h e  m a n u s c r ip t  m a t e r ia l  a n d  t h e  e v id e n c e  

o f  p l a c e  n a m e s  a n d  d e d i c a t io n s ,  a  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  

o f  t h e  R o m a n o - B r i t i s h  m a t e r ia l  i s  f u l l y  f e a s i b l e .  T h e  

r e l i g io u s  c u l t s ,  v i e w e d  f r o m  a  w i d e r  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  C e l t i c  

t r a d i t io n s  t h e n ,  s h o w  u p  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t  t o  t h a t  c a s t  o n  

t h e m  b y  s c h o l a r s  t r a i n e d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  e x c l u s i v e l y  in  a  c l a s s i ­

c a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  f o r  i t  is  o n l y  f r o m  w i t h in  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  

w i d e r  s t u d y  t h a t  t h e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  o b l i q u e  r e f e r e n c e  a n d  

f r a g m e n t a r y  i n f o r m a t io n  c a n  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d .  T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  

t h e  t w o  l in e s  o f  e n q u i r y ,  c o m p a r e d  a n d  s y n t h e s iz e d ,  s h o u l d  

t h e n  p r o d u c e  a  w i d e r  a n d  m o r e  p r o f o u n d  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f



th e  r e l i g io u s  b a c k g r o u n d  t o  R o m a n  B r i t a i n  t h a n  h a s  p r e ­

v i o u s l y  b e e n  t h o u g h t  p o s s i b le .

A n  e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  w i d e r  s p h e r e  o f  C e l t i c  r i t u a l  a n d  

b e l i e f  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  l o o k  f o r  p a t t e r n s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

e x p r e s s io n  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  a  r i g i d l y  d r a w n  u p  d o g m a .  C e r ­

t a in  o f  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  a n d  t e n d e n c ie s  c a n  b e  d i s c e r n e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  C e l t i c  a r e a ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  

r e l i g io u s  c o h e r e n c e  a n d  u n i t y  to  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  c u l t u r e  w h i c h  

c o v e r e d  a  w i d e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  a n d  p e r s i s t e d  t h r o u g h  g r e a t  

p e r i o d s  o f  t im e .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  e m p h a s iz e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h a t  

w h e n  s p e a k i n g  o f  C e l t i c  d e i t ie s  o n e  m u s t  t h in k  in  t e r m s  o f  

g o d - t y p e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  o f  a  p a n t h e o n  o f  n a m e d  d e i t ie s  h a v i n g  

a. u n i v e r s a l  p o p u l a r i t y  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e .  B r i e f l y ,  th e  e v id e n c e  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t ,  a p a r t  f r o m  o n e  o r  t w o  e x c e p t io n s ,  w h e r e  t h e  

d e i t ie s  i n  q u e s t io n  m a y  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  s o m e t h in g  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r ,  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  C e l t i c  t r ib e s  p r o p i t i a t e d  a  t r i b a l  

g o d ,  a n c e s t o r  o f  th e  t r i b e ,  b e s t o w e r  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  

f e c u n d i t y ,  l e a d e r  i n  w a r ,  ju d g e  a n d  l a w - g i v e r  in  p e a c e ,  a  

g e n e r a l  a l l - p u r p o s e  g o d .  H e  m a t e d  w i t h  t h e  t r i b a l  g o d d e s s ,  

s h e  b e i n g  b o u n d  u p  w i t h  l a n d  a n d  l o c a l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  

t h e  t r ib e ,  s y m b o l i c  o f  m a t e r n i t y  a n d  f e r t i l i t y ,  in f l u e n c in g  t h e  

o u t c o m e  o f  b a t t l e  b y  h e r  m a g i c a l  p o w e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  

p h y s ic a l  in t e r f e r e n c e ,  a n d ,  a s  t h e  I r i s h  e v id e n c e  s u g g e s t s ,  

m a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  k i n g s ,  w h o s e  o f f i c e  h a d  d i v in e  a s s o c ia t i o n s .  

O v e r  a n d  a b o v e  t h is  b a s i c  d i v in e  c o u p l e ,  w h o s e  n a m e s  a n d  

a t t r ib u t e s  w o u l d  v a r y  f r o m  t r ib e  t o  t r i b e ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  

t h e  d e i t ie s  o f  s u c h  s a c r e d  a n d  s p e c ia l i z e d  s k i l l s  a s  m e t a l l u r g y  

a n d  t h e  a r t s  o f  p o e t r y  a n d  o r a t o r y .  I t  is  in t o  s u c h  a  b a s i c  

r e l i g io u s  p a t t e r n  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r ia l  t r a c e s  o f  C e l t i c  c u l t  m u s t  

b e f i t t e d .

A n  in t e n s iv e  s t u d y  o f  a l l  th e  a v a i l a b l e  e v id e n c e  i n d ic a t e s  

t h a t ,  in  c o m m o n  w i t h  o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  p e o p l e s ,  t h e  C e l t s  p r o ­

p i t i a t e d  a  h o r n e d  g o d ,  o r  g o d s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h is  r e l i g io u s  c o n c e p t  

i s  a b s o l u t e l y  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  C e l t i c  r i t u a l  t h o u g h t  a n d  b e l i e f .  

W e  c a n  t r a c e  t h e  c u l t  o f  h o r n e d  a n im a l s  a n d  g o d s  h a v i n g  

z o o m o r p h ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  r i g h t  b a c k  t o  t h e  U r n f i e l d  p e r i o d ,  

a n d  t h e  c u l t  is  t h e n  c o n t in u e d  in t o  a  m o r e  p u r e l y  C e l t i c  c o n ­



t e x t .  O n e  e a r l y  e x a m p l e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  b r o o c h  f r o m  R o v a l l s ,  

G o t l a n d ,  d a t i n g  f r o m  a t  l e a s t  t h e  e i g h t h  c e n t u r y  b . c : 1  I n  

t h i s  s in g l e  s m a l l  o b je c t  w e  c a n  d e t e c t  m o s t  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  

w h i c h  a r e  l a t e r  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  t h e  C e l t i c  h o m e d  g o d s .  T h e  

s e r p e n t  w h i c h  f o r m s  t h e  p i n ,  is  h e r e  g i v e n  a  h u m a n  h e a d  

w h i c h  i s  b u l l - h o r n e d .  T h i s  i n  t u r n  i s  s u r m o u n t e d  b y  a  r a m -  

h e a d .  T h e  s e r p e n t ,  t h e  r a m  a n d  t h e  b u l l  a r e  r e g u l a r  a t t r i ­

b u t e s  o f  t h e  h o r n e d  g o d .  A g a i n ,  t h e  s a c r e d  b u l l  m a y  h a v e  

h o r n s  w h i c h  t e r m i n a t e  i n  b u l b o u s  p r o t r u s i o n s ,  d o u b t l e s s  c o n ­

v e y i n g  s o m e  m a g ic o - r e l ig io u s  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  h o r n s  m a y  

b e  t h r e e  i n  n u m b e r .2 F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a n im a l s  h a v i n g  h o r n s  

w h i c h  t e r m i n a t e  in  k n o b s  a r e  k n o w n  f r o m  W e l w y n  ( H e r t f o r d ­

s h ir e )  a n d  B a r t o n  ( C a m b r i d g e s h i r e ) .  B r o n z e  b u l l s  h a v i n g  

k n o b b e d  h o r n s  c o m e  f r o m  s u c h  p l a c e s  a s  V i e n n e  a n d  A u b e .  

O n e  b u c k e t  h a s  a n  a t t a c h m e n t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  h u m a n  h e a d  

a n d  a  k n o b - h o r n e d  b u l l ’ s h e a d  f r o m  w h i c h  a n  e a g l e  e m e r g e s .  

A  b r o n z e  b u l l  f r o m  L e x d e n ,  C o l c h e s t e r ,  is  r e p r e s e n t e d  l y i n g  

d o w n  a n d  i s  f l a t t e n e d  a t  t h e  b a c k  f o r  a t t a c h m e n t .  I t  h a s  p r o ­

n o u n c e d  h o r n s  t e r m in a t in g  i n  k n o b s .  T h r e e - h o m e d  b u l l s  

h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  a t  B e s a n g o n ,  a n d  o t h e r s  c o m e  f o r  e x a m p l e  

fr jp m  F r a n c h e - C o m t e  a n d  M a c o n .  A  t h r e e - h o m e d  b u l l  w a s  

f o u n d  a t  M a i d e n  C a s t l e ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  e x a m p l e s  o f  

t h r e e - h o r n e d  b o a r s  a n d  s t a g s .  T h e  f i n e  c o r p u s  o f  L a  T e n e  

m e t a l w o r k  r e v e a l s  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  t h e m e  o f  h o r n e d  m a l e  h e a d s ,  

h o r n e d  b e a s t s ,  a n d  t h e  h e a d s  o f  h o r n e d  b e a s t s ,  r a m  o r  b u l l ,  

s u r m o u n t e d  u p o n  h u m a n  h e a d s . 3

T u r n i n g  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  o n e  o r  t w o  o b je c t s ,  a l t h o u g h  

c l e a r l y  s o m e w h a t  l a t e r  in  d a t e ,  r e v e a l  t h e  s a m e  f e a t u r e s .  

F r o m  R i c h b o r o u g h  ( R u t u p i a e )  c o m e s  a  s m a l l  m a l e  h e a d  in

1 Illustrated by Sprockhoff, Ernst, “  Central European Umfield Culture and 
Celtic L a  Tene ” , Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 1955, fig. 10, 6.

2 Antiquaries Journal, 1958, pi. X III , X I V ; Piggott and Daniel, “  Ancient 
British A r t ’*, Cambridge, 195 1, pi. 50 ; Dechelette, J . ,  “ Manuel d’archaeologie 
prehistorique Celtique et Gallo-Romaine ” , II, fig. 6 9 1; Antiquaries Journal, 
no. 34, pi. X X I V ; Archceologia, L X X V I, pi. L V III, 3, etc.; Reinach, S., 
“  Bronzes figures de la Gaule Romaine ” , II, no. 285, 288, 293, etc.; Wheeler, 
R . E . M ., “  Maiden Castle ” , Dorset, Oxford, 1943, pi. X X X I.

3 See for example Jacobsthal, Paul, “  Early Celtic A rt ” , Oxford, 1944, I I ,  
plates 54, no. 84, 126, nos. 208 and 209; 156, no. 302; 157, no. 308, etc.; 158, 
159 , 160, etc., etc.



m e t a l  h a v i n g  k n o b b e d  h o r n s .4 T h i s  I r o n  A g e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

m a y  t h u s  h a v e  c o n t in u e d  in t o  R o m a n  t im e s ,  't h e  p r o b a b l e  

d a t e  f o r  t h is  o b je c t ,  o r i g i n a l l y  a  f i t m e n t  f o r  a  b a s i n  n o  d o u b t  

u s e d  f o r  r i t u a l  p u r p o s e s , ’ b e i n g  b e t w e e n  a .d . 5 5  a n d  7 7 .  F r o m  

t h e  s a m e  s i t e  a  f r a g m e n t  o f  n a t i v e  p o t t e r y  w a s  r e c o v e r e d ,  

d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  w h a t  is  p r o b a b l y  a  l o c a l  g o d d e s s .  S h e  i s  

l i k e w i s e  h o r n e d  a n d  h e r  b r e a s t s  a r e  d e m a r c a t e d  b y  s m a l l  

b l o b s  o f  c l a y . 5 O t h e r  o b je c t s  d a t i n g  f r o m  th e  l a t e  I r o n  A g e  

o r  e a r l y  R o m a n  p e r i o d ,  f r o m  T h e a l b y ,  t h e  R i b b l e ,  a n d  o t h e r  

a r e a s ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  e m p h a s iz e  t h is  f u n d a m e n t a l  r e l a t io n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  h u m a n  h e a d s ,  h o r n e d  b e a s t s ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  b i r d s ,  

o n l y  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x  v a r y i n g .

H e r e  t h e n  w e  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e ;  m a n i ­

f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u lt^ O f h o r n e d  a n im a l s  w i t h in  a  C e l t i c  c i i l t  

c o n t e x t ,  a r id  in  a  v e r y  l i m i t e d  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a ,  n a m e l y  t h e  

n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  R o m a n  B r i t a i n .  W e  a r e  m o r e o v e r  c o n ­

c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c u l t  o f  h o r n - b e a r i n g  a n t h r o p o m o r p h iz e d  

d e i t ie s  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  c u l t  o f  d i v in e  a n im a l s ,  a l t h o u g h  

t h e  t w o  c u l t s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  a  s in g le  r e l i g io u s  

c o n c e p t .  O u r  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h is  c u l t  is  to  b e  f o u n d  i n  m a t e r i a l  

r e m a i n s  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  R o m a n  p e r i o d ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  similar 
m a t e r i a l  f r o m  G a u l ,  a n d  in  r e f e r e n c e s  c o n t a i n e d  in  e a r l y  

C e l t i c  w r i t t e n  t r a d i t io n s .  I r e l a n d  is  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t ,  n e v e r  

h a v i n g  c o m e  u n d e r  d i r e c t  R o m a n  in f l u e n c e ;  h o w e v e r  w e  m u s t  

b e a r  in  m i n d  t h a t  t h e  n a t i v e  t r a d i t io n s  t h e r e  w e r e  f o s t e r e d  b y  

t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  s y m p a t h e t i c  t h e  C h u r c h  w a s  

t o  t h e  o l d ,  n a t i v e  l e a r n in g ,  i t  c o u l d  n o t  a l l o w  t r a d i t io n s  o f  

a c t u a l  w o r s h ip  a n d  c u l t  p r a c t i c e  t o  f l o u r i s h ,  a n d  s u c h  t h in g s  

w e r e  m o d i f i e d  o r  e x c l u d e d .  T h e  r i t u a l  n a t u r e  , o f  s o c i a l  

g a t h e r in g s  w a s  c o n c e a l e d ,  a n d  t h e  o ld  g o d s  a n d  g o d d e s s e s  

b e c a m e  f a i r i e s ,  d e m o n s  o r  s e m i - m y t h ic a l  h e r o e s .  T h e  h o r n e d  

g o d  w a s  v e r y  m u c h  f r o w n e d  u p o n ,  a n d  in  b a n i s h i n g  t h e  

s e r p e n t s  f r o m  I r e l a n d  ( th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  e m b l e m  o f  t h e  

C e l t i c  s t a g - g o d ) ,  S t .  P a t r i c k  w a s  p r o b a b l y  s t r ik i n g  a  m o r e

4 Bushe-Fox, J .  P., “  Third Report on Excavations'at Richborough” , 1932, 
X , pi. 10, no. 17. .

5 Bushe-Fox, “ Fourth Report on the Excavations o f the. Roman Fort at 
Richborough, K e n t” , Oxford, 1949, pi. X L I, no. 347. . <



f o r c e f u l  b l o w  a t  p a g a n i s m  t h a n  h a s  b e e n  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n iz e d .  

H o w e v e r ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  d o e s  e x i s t  u n d e r  t h e s e  t h in  d i s g u is e s  

a n d  t h e r e  a r e  a c t u a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  h o r n - b e a r i n g  s u p e r n a t u r a l  

b e i n g s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  M e t r i c a l  D in d s h e n c h a s ,6 w h ic h  

c o n t a i n s  m u c h  o f  m y t h o l o g i c a l  in t e r e s t ,  m e n t io n s  F u r b a i d e  

F e r b e n d ,  “  F u r b a i d e  t h e  H o r n e d  ” , “  t w o  h o r n s  g r e w  o n  t h e  

h e a d  o f  s t a u n c h  f a i r  F u r b a i d e ” . H i s  m a r t i a l  q u a l i t i e s  a r e  

a l s o  s t r e s s e d .  A l s o  i n  t h e  M e t r i c a l  D i n d s h e n c h a s 7 r e f e r e n c e s  

t o  F e r a d a c h  F e c h t n a c h ,  “ t h e  h o r n e d  o n e ” , a p p e a r ,  w h o s e  

w a r - l i k e  c a p a c i t i e s  a r e  l i k e w i s e  e m p h a s iz e d .  -

G l a n c i n g  a t  t h e  i c o n o g r a p h i c  e v id e n c e ,  o n e  m a y  n o t e  t h e  

s t r a n g e  h o m e d  f i g u r e  s e e m i n g l y  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  b o g  n e a r : 

N e w r y ,  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d ,  a n d  a t  p r e s e n t  h o u s e d  in  t h e  

C h a p t e r  H o u s e  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  C a t h e d r a l  a t  A r m a g h  ( P la t e s  

X I I I  a n d  X I V ) .  A s  a l w a y s ,  p r o b l e m s  o f  d a t i n g  a r e  a c u t e ,  a n  

e f f i c i e n t  s y s t e m  o f  c h r o n o l o g y  b e i n g  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  f o r  t h e  I r i s h  m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  s t r o n g l y  

a r g u e  a n  e a r l y  d a t i n g .  T h e  s h a r p ly - ju t t in g  b r o w s ,  r e s e m b l i n g  

a  h e l m e t  p u l l e d  w e l l  d o w n  o v e r  t h e  f o r e h e a d ,  a r e  t y p i c a l  

o f  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  C e l t i c  h e a d s  f r o m  E u r o p e .  T h e  p o s i t io n  o f  

t h e  a r m s  i s  o n e  f o u n d  f o r  e x a m p l e  o n  th e  j a n i f o r m  f i g u r e  

f r o m  H o l z g e r l i n g e n , 8 d a t i n g  p e r h a p s  f r o m  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y  

B .C . a n d  h a v i n g  a  s im i l a r  ju t t in g  b r o w - l in e ,  a n d  g r e a t  h o r n - l ik e  

p r o t u b e r a n c e s  f r o m  t h e  h e a d .  A d d e d  t o  t h e s e  a p p a r e n t l y  

e a r l y  f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r c h a i c  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  f i g u r e  

a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  m o n u m e n t s  o f  a  p r i m i t i v e  

c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d ,  m a k e s  i t  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  

c o n c l u d e  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  a  c l o s e  d a t i n g  is  n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  w e  

h a v e  h e r e  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  a  c u l t  f i g u r e  p e r t a in in g  t o  p r e -  

C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f s  i n  I r e l a n d ,  a n d  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  w i d e r  C e l t i c

c u l t  o f  h o r n e d  d e i t ie s .
N o w  t h e  C e l t i c  b e l i e f  i n  a  h o r n e d  g o d - t y p e  m a n i f e s t e d  

i t s e l f  i n  t w o  m a i n  w a y s ,  n a m e l y  i n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  a n  

a n t l e r e d  g o d  o f  t h e  t y p e  k n o w n  in  G a u l  a s  C e m u n n o s  “ t h e

e Metrical Dindshenchas, Part IV , ed.G w ynn, Edward Royal Irish Academy, 
Todd Lecture Series, Vol. X I, Dublin, 1924, pp. 30 and 3 .

7 op. cit., p. 56, 1, 189.
8 Jacobsthal, op. cit., pi. 13.



H o r n e d  O n e  ” ,9 a n d  o f  a  b u l l  o r  r a m - h o m e d  g o d ,  w h o s e  c u l t  

is  e s p e c i a l l y  w e l l - d e f in e d  in  B r i g a n t i a n  r e g io n s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  c u l t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  t y p e  o f  h o m e d  g o d  

f o r m s  p a r t  o f  a  u n i v e r s a l  c u l t  o f  h o r n e d  d e i t ie s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  

u s e f u l  to  g l a n c e  b r i e f l y  a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e s  o f  t h e  

s t a g - a n t le r e d  t y p e  w h o s e  c u l t  h a s  a l s o  l e f t  t r a c e s  i n  th e  B r i t i s h  

I s le s .

T h e  e a r l i e s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  e v id e n c e  f o r  a  g o d  o f  t h is  

k i n d  o c c u r s  o n  a  r o c k  c a r v i n g  f r o m  V a l  C a m o n i c a  i n  n o r t h e r n  

I t a l y . 10 I t  d a t e s  f r o m  a b o u t  t h e  m i d  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y  B .C .;  a t  

t h is  t im e  t h e  C e l t s  w e r e  in  o c c u p a t io n  o f  N o r t h e r n  I t a l y .  T h e  

g o d  w e a r s  a  l o n g  g a r m e n t ,  is  a n t l e r e d  a n d  i s  s t a n d i n g  u p ,  a n  

u n t y p i c a l  a t t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  s t a g - g o d  t o  a d o p t .  H e  w e a r s  a  

t o r e ,  a n  o r n a m e n t  h a v i n g  a  m a g ic o - r e l i g io u s  s ig n i f i c a n c e  f o r  

th e  C e l t s ,  o v e r  h i s  r i g h t  a r m ;  o n  h i s  l e f t  a r m  i s  a n o t h e r  t o r e  

a n d  b e s id e  i t  a  s e r p e n t - l ik e  a n im a l .  H e  h i m s e l f  i s  n o t  p h a l l i c ,  

b u t  h i s  w o r s h i p p e r  i s  m a r k e d l y  s o ,  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  

f u n c t io n s  o f  t h e  g o d  w a s  t o  e n s u r e  f e r t i l i t y  a n d  f e c u n d i t y .  

P e r h a p s  th e  m o s t  t y p i c a l  a n d  t h e  b e s t - k n o w n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  s t a g - g o d  is  t h a t  f o u n d  o n  o n e  p l a t e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s i l v e r  

c a u l d r o n  f o u n d  in  G u n d e s t r u p ,  D e n m a r k ,  p r o b a b l y  o f  

G a u l i s h  w o r k m a n s h i p  a n d  d a t i n g  i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  f r o m  t h e  

f i r s t  c e n t u r y  B .C . I t  is  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  s c e n e s  f r o m  C e l t i c  

r e l i g io n  u n i n f lu e n c e d  b y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  c l a s s i c a l  r e l i g io u s  

c o n c e p t s ,  a n d  i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  d o c u m e n t  f o r  p a g a n  C e l t i c  

d e i t ie s .  H e r e  t h e  g o d  s it s  in  s q u a t t i n g  a t t i t u d e ,  p o s s i b l y  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  p o s t u r e  o f  t h e  G a u l s ,  w h o  d i d  n o t  u s e  c h a i r s ,  b u t  

s q u a t t e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ;  h e  is  s p l e n d i d l y  a n t l e r e d ,  a n d  t h e  

s t a g ,  h i s  c u l t  a n i m a l ,  s t a n d s  b e s id e  h im .  H e r e  h e  f i g u r e s  in  

h i s  r o l e  o f  lo r d  o f  th e  a n im a ls ,  a n d  h e  h o ld s  t h e  g r e a t  r a m ­

h e a d e d  s e r p e n t ,  i t s  s iz e  a l o n e  i n d ic a t i n g  i t s  o w n  c u l t  s i g n i f i ­

c a n c e .  H e  w e a r s  a  t o r e  a n d  h o ld s  a n o t h e r .  T h e r e  a r e

9 The name only occurs once, on a relief from Paris dating from the 1st 
cent, a .d ., where a representation o f a stag-god is accompanied by the name 
(C)ernunnos. The initial letter is now almost obliterated, but there are early 
drawings o f the relief when the initial C  was clearer, and it is generally 
accepted by scholars that the name is Cernunnos “  the Horned One

10 Jacobsthal, op. cit., pi. 217a .



n u m e r o u s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a g - g o d  f r o m  G a u l ,  , w h e r e  

R o m a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  in f l u e n c e  h a s  c a u s e d  t h e  i n d ig e n o u s  

d e i t y  t o  b e  f i g u r e d  w i t h  t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  

p a n t h e o n .  A  b r o n z e  f r o m  A u t u n 12  s h o w s  t h e  g o d  n o u r i s h i n g ,  

f r o m  a  p a t e r a ,  t h e  r a m - h e a d e d  s e r p e n t s  w h ic h  e n t w i n e  h is  

W a is t ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  i m a g e r y  is  a p p a r e n t  in  t h e  s t a t u e  f r o m  

S o m m e r e c o u r t , 13  a  c o n s o r t  i n  t h is  c a s e  a l s o  b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d .  

T h e s ie  a r e  o n l y  o n e  o r  t w o  s e le c t e d  e x a m p l e s  o f  a  v e r y  w e l l -  

d o c u m e n t e d  g o d - t y p e  i n  G a u l .

T u r n i n g  o u r  a t t e n t io n  n o w  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  e v id e n c e  

f o r  t h e  p r o p i t i a t i o n  o f  a  s t a g - g o d  is  le s s  d i f f u s e ,  b u t  n e v e r ­

t h e le s s  c o n v i n c i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  o n e  o r  t w o  d i r e c t  p ie c e s  o f  

e v id e n c e  f o r  t h is  c u l t ,  a n d  s o m e  o b l i q u e  r e f e r e n c e s  a u g m e n t  

t h e s e .  F r o m  C o r i n i u m  D o b u n n o r u m  ( C i r e n c e s t e r )  c o m e s  a  

r e l i e f  o f  t h e  s t a g - g o d ,  a n t le r e d  a n d  g r a s p i n g  t h e  r a m - s e r p e n t s  

b y  t h e  n e c k ,  t h e  a n im a l s  a c t u a l l y  f o r m i n g  h i s  l e g s ,  g o d  a n d  

a t t r ib u t e  t h u s  b e i n g  c o m p o s i t e .  A  h o r n e d  h e a d  f r o m  t h e  

s a m e  s i t e  f u r t h e r  t e s t i f ie s  t o  th e  c u l t  o f  t h e  s a m e  t y p e  o f  g o d  

i n  t h is  r e g i o n ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  m o n u m e n t s  s u g g e s t  a  k n o w ­

l e d g e  o f  t h is  r e l i g io u s  c o n c e p t .  T h e  m o s a ic  p a v e m e n t  e x c a ­

v a t e d  a t  V e r u l a m i u m ,  m o r e o v e r ,  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  

d e i t y ,  u s u a l l y  id e n t i f i e d  a s  O c e a n u s ,  p r o v e s  o n  c l o s e  e x a m i n a ­

t i o n  t o  b e  a n t l e r e d ,  a n d  m u s t  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  e v id e n c e  f o r  

t h e  c u l t  o f  C e r n u n n o s  in  B r i t a i n . 14

: • T h e  h o m e d  g o d  w i t h  h i s  s e r p e n t s  b e c a m e  a  p r o t o t y p e  f o r  

t h e  h o r n e d  S a t a n ,  s y m b o l  o f  n o n - C h r i s t ia n  f o r c e s ,  a n d  h is  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  t y p e  p e r s is t s  in  a r e a s  w h e r e  t r a c e s  o f  h i s  

a c t u a l  c u l t  a r e  l a c k i n g ,  h i s  p r e s e n c e  o n  c e r t a i n  C h r i s t i a n  

s t o n e s  a l o n e  t e s t i f y i n g  t o  a n  e a r l i e r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  h i s  c u l t .  

F o r  e x a m p l e , ,  a  s t o n e  f r o m  M e i g l e ,  P e r t h s h i r e ,  w h i c h  c a n  

h a r d l y  b e  e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h e  e ig h t h  c e n t u r y  A.D., b e a r s  a  r e l i e f  

o f  a  b u l l - h o m e d  f i g u r e ,  h i s  l e g s ,  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  C o r i n i u m  

d e i t y ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  s e r p e n t s  w h ic h  h e  l i k e w i s e  g r a s p s . 15

L 12 American Journal of Archeology, 55, 1951, fig. 7 facing p. 22.
;;13 Esp6randieu, E ., Recueil General des Bas-Reliefs, Statues et Bustes de 

la : Gaule-Romaine, no. 4839.
14 Wheeler, R . E . M ., “ Excavations at Verulamium ” , Oxford, 1936. pi.
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H e  is  f l a n k e d  b y  a  b e a r  a n d  a  w o l f ,  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  h e r e ,  l i k e  

t h e  G u n d e s t r u p  C e r n u n n o s ,  h e  f i g u r e s  a s  l o r d  o f  th e  a n im a ls .  

H e  a p p e a r s  in  t h is  r o l e  a g a i n  o n  t h e  N o r t h  S h a f t  o f  t h e  M a r k e t  

C r o s s  a t  K e l l s ,  s t a n d i n g  u p r ig h t ,  m o u s t a c h e d  a n d  e m p h a t i ­

c a l l y  h o r n e d ,  g r a s p i n g  w i t h  e i t h e r  h a n d  t h e  t a i l  o f  a  r e a r in g - u p  

w o l f . .  T h i s  i s - o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  a  C e r n u n n o s  t y p e  

o f  f i g u r e  in  I r i s h  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i c o n o g r a p h y ,  th e  p a n e l  f r o m  

C l o n m a c n o i s e  b e i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p r e s s i v e ,  t h e  l i m b s  o f  t h e  

s q u a t t i n g  f i g u r e  b e i n g  i n t r i c a t e l y  p l a i t e d  in  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  

C e l t i c  a r t ,  t h e  h o r n e d  s e r p e n t s  d i v o r c e d  f r o m  t h e  d e i t y  a n d  

a p p e a r in g  in  s p i r a l  c o i l s  a b o v e  h i m  ( P la t e  X V ,  1 ) .  M o r e o v e r ,  

t r a c e s  o f  C e r n u n n o s  a r e  t o  b e  d i s c e r n e d  in  t h e  e a r l y  I r i s h  

l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t io n  in  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  C o n a l l  C e r n a c h ,  w h o s e  

e p i t h e t  c e a r n a c h  h a s  th e  d u a l  m e a n i n g  o f  v i c t o r io u s  a n d  

h o m e d , ,  t h e  g r e a t  a n c e s t o r / h e r o  o f  O ld  I r i s h  le g e n d .  O n e  

a l s o  w o n d e r s  w h e t h e r  s u c h  a  b e i n g  c a n n o t  b e  t r a c e d  i n  t h e  

d e s c r i p t io n  o f  M o r f r a n  s o n  o f  T e g i d  i n  th e  m a b i n o g i  o f  

C u l h w c h  a n d  O lw e n ,  “ n o  m a n  p l a c e d  h i s  w e a p o n  o n  h i m  

a t  C a m l a n ,  s o  e x c e e d i n g l y  u g l y  w a s  h e ;  a l l  t h o u g h t  h e  w a s  a  

d e v i l  h e l p in g .  T h e r e  w a s  h a i r  o n  h i m  l i k e  t h e  h a i r  o f  a  

s t a g . ” 16
T h e  s e c o n d  m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f  t h e  c u l t  o f  a  h o r n e d  g o d  in  

B r i t a i n  d i f f e r s  in  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s  f r o m  t h e  C e r n u n n o s  c u l t  

d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e .  Y e t ,  s u c h  is  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  C e l t i c  

r e l i g io u s  c u l t s  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  b e  d i v o r c e d  f r o m  i t s  

G a u l i s h  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  a n d  in d e e d  t h e r e  a r e  a d e q u a t e  t r a c e s  in  

G a u l  o f  t h e  c u l t  o f  a  b u l l - h o r n e d  g o d  w h ic h  c a n n o t  h a v e  b e e n  

d i s s i m i l a r  f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  c u l t .  O n e  im p o r t a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  

m u s t  b e  m a d e .  T h e  G a u l i s h  C e r n u n n o s ,  a s  h i s  v a r i o u s  

s y m b o ls  a n d  a t t r ib u t e s  i m p l y ,  s t a n d s  f o r  v i r i l i t y  a n d  f e c u n d i t y ,  

b u t  is  n e v e r  i t h y p h a l l i c .  T h e  o n l y  e x c e p t io n  t o  t h is  o c c u r s  

a t  V a l  C a m o n i c a  a n d  h e r e ,  t h e  s u p p l i c a n t  a n d  n o t  t h e  g o d  

is  p h a l l i c .  T h e  h o r n e d  g o d  o f  n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  

f r e q u e n t l y  p h a l l i c .  H e  o c c u r s  in  Y o r k s h i r e ,  n o r t h w a r d s

15 Romilly Allen, J., “ The Early Christian Monuments of Scotland*’ . 
Edinburgh, 1903, p. 337, fig. 350.

16 “ The Mabinogion ” , trahs. Gwyn Jones and Thomas Jones, London, 
1949, p. 102.



a n d  a l o n g  H a d r i a n ’ s  W a l l ,  t h e  d e n s i t y  i n c r e a s i n g  t o w a r d s  

t h e  w e s t ;  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  h i m  a l s o  a p p e a r  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  a t  

s o m e  o f  t h e  o u t p o s t  f o r t s .  I n  t h is  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a r e a  o f  

c o u n t r y ,  a l t h o u g h  c o m p l e x  s i t u a t i o n s  d o  a r i s e ,  th e  h o r n e d  

g o d  m a n i f e s t s  h i m s e l f  in  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s .  H e .a p p e a r s  a s  

a n  a r m e d  w a r r i o r ,  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  M a r s ;  h e  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  

b e a r i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  a t t r ib u t e s  o f  M e r c u r y ;  h e  f i g u r e s  a s  a  

n a k e d ,  p h a l l i c  d e i t y  o f  th e  S i l v a n u s  t y p e ,  ,a n d  l a s t l y ,  a n d  in  

m o s t  t y p i c a l l y  n a t i v e  f a s h i o n ,  h e  a p p e a r s  a s  a  h o r n e d  h e a d .  

T h e s e  v a r i o u s  w a y s  in  w h ic h  t h e  h o r n e d  g o d  m a y  r e v e a l  

h i m s e l f  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  in  t h e  a b o v e  o r d e r .

T h e  H o r n e d  G o d  a s  M a r s .

B e f o r e  e x a m i n i n g  th e  m o r e  o r t h o d o x  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  h o m e d  g o d  a s  a  w a r r i o r ,  i t  w i l l  b e  u s e f u l  t o  d i s c u s s  a  

s m a l l  m o n u m e n t  w h ic h  h e l p s  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  th e  c o m p l e x i t y  

o f  s y m b o l s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  n a t i v e  B r i t i s h  d e i t ie s .  

T h e s e  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  a  h e a d  f r o m  th e  o u t p o s t  f o r t  a t  

N e t h e r b y  (C a s t r a  E x p lo r a t o r u m ) ,  n o r t h  o f  C a r l i s l e . 17 ( P la t e  

X V I ,  1 ) .  T h e  s t y l e  o f  t h is  h e a d  i s  n a t i v e ,  d r a w i n g  l i t t l e  i n s p i r a ­

t io n  f r o m  c l a s s i c a l  a r t .  T h e  s q u a r e d  f e a t u r e s ,  n a r r o w e d  e y e s  

a n d  d r a w n - b a c k  l ip s  a r e  s u g g e s t iv e  o f  f e r o c i t y ,  a n d  th is  is  

e m p h a s iz e d  b y  th e  r a m - h o m s  w h ic h  c u r v e  b o l d l y  d o w n  f r o m  

t h e  s id e  o f  t h e  h e a d  to  t e r m in a t e  b e h i n d  t h e  e a r s .  T h e  w i l d  

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  f a c e  is  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a  w a r r i o r ,  a n d  th e  

r a m - h o m s  l i k e w i s e  p o i n t  in  t h is  d i r e c t io n ,  t h e  r a m  a n d  t h e  

r a m - s e r p e n t  b e i n g  s y m b o l i c  o f  w a r  a n d  f e r t i l i t y  in  C e l t i c  

c o n t e x t s .  H e r e  t h e n ,  w e  h a v e  a  d e i t y ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  h e a d ,  

b e a r i n g  r a m - h o r n s ,  s y m b o l i c  o f  w a r  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  a  

w a r r i o r  g o d .  N o w  i n  t h is  g e n e r a l  a r e a  t h e r e  a r e  b o t h  r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i o n s  o f  a  h o r n e d ,  w a r r i o r  g o d ,  a n d  n u m e r o u s  d e d i c a ­

t io n s  t o  a  l o c a l  g o d ,  e q u a t e d  w i t h  M a r s  o r  i n v o k e d  u n d e r  h i s  

C e l t i c  n a m e  o f  B e l a t u c a d r o s  “  th e  F a i r  S h in in g  O n e  ”  o r  “  t h e  

f a i r  s l a y e r  ” . C o c i d i u s  a l s o  a p p e a r s  in  th is  a r e a  in  h i s  w a r r i o r  

c a p a c i t y ,  a n d  d e d i c a t io n s  t o  t h e  g o d  V i t i r i s  h a v e  l i k e w i s e  b e e n

17 In Tullie House, Carlisle. Photograph by kind permission of Mr. Robert 
Hogg, Keeper of Archaeology.



f o u n d .  I t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t h e n  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  i n  t h is  r a m ­

h o r n e d  h e a d  w e  h a v e  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f  a  l o c a l  d e i t y  i n  h i s  

c a p a c i t y  a s  w a r r i o r  p r o t e c t o r  o f  t h e  t r ib e ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  i s  l i k e l y  

to  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  g o d s  s o  f r e q u e n t l y  i n v o k e d  i n  t h is  

r e g io n .

W ®  h a v e  s e e n  h o w  th e  N e t h e r b y  h e a d  w h ic h  i s  o n e  

e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  g o d - in - h e a d - f o r m  f r o m  t h is  n o r t h e r n  r e g io n ,  

i s  a l s o  b r o u g h t  in t o  r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e  n a t i v e  M a r s  b y  r e a s o n  

o f  t h e  r a m - h o r n s  w h ic h  i t  b e a r s .  T h i s  h e a d  c o m e s  f r o m  a n  

a r e a  in  w h i c h  th e  w a r r i o r  g o d  is  f r e q u e n t l y  h o r n e d .  O n e  

s h o u l d  n o t  p e r h a p s  o v e r l o o k  t h e  g r e a t  h o r n e d  h e l m e t s  o f  t h e  

e a r l y  C e l t i c  w a r r i o r s ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  f o r  e x a m p l e  o n  t h e  G u n d e -  

s t r u p  c a u l d r o n 18 a r id  t h e  t r i u m p h a l  a r c h  a t  O r a n g e , 19 a  

h o r n e d  h e l m e t  b e i n g ,  p e r h a p s ,  a  f i t t in g  h e a d - d r e s s  f o r  t h o s e  

w h o  i n v o k e d  a  h o r n e d  w a r r i o r  g o d .

T h e  m o s t  im p r e s s i v e  g r o u p  o f  h o r n e d  w a r r i o r  r e p r e s e n t a ­

t io n s  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  r e g io n  o f  M a r y p o r t  (A l a u n a ) a n d  n o w  

f o r m s  p a r t  o f  t h e  N e t h e r h a l l  C o l l e c t io n .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  

a l t a r s  a n d  r e l i e f s  in  l o c a l  s a n d s t o n e  w h ic h  d e p ic t  a  h o m e d  

g o d ,  h i s  f e e t  t u r n e d  to  t h e  l e f t  o r  r ig h t  o f  h i s  b o d y ,  s u g g e s t i v e  

o f  v i g o u r  a n d  m o v e m e n t .  T h e  f e a t u r e s  a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  c r u d e  

a n d  r u d im e n t a r y ,  th e  h o r n s  p r o n o u n c e d ,  a n d  in  o n e  o r  t w o  

in s t a n c e s  a  S a i n t  A n d r e w ’ s c r o s s  i s  d r a w n  a c r o s s  t h e  b r e a s t  

o f  t h e  f i g u r e .  O n e  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  b e a r  in  m in d  t h e  S a i n t  

A n d r e w ’ s c r o s s  w h ic h  d e c o r a t e s  o n e  s id e  o f  a  s m a l l  a l t a r  f r o m  

L y p i a t t  P a r k ,  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e .20 T h e  w e a p o n s  a r e  i n t e r e s t ­

in g ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  s h ie ld  a n d  a  l a r g e ,  k n o b b e d  

s p e a r ,  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  n a t i v e  s p e a r s  g i v e n  

b y  D i o . 21 T h e  h o r n e d  g o d  o f  th is  a r e a  t e n d s  to  b e  p h a l l i c ,  

a n d  t h e  p h a l l o i d  s t o n e  f r o m  th e  s a m e  s i t e ,  k n o w n  l o c a l l y  a s  

th e  s e r p e n t  s t o n e ,  o n  w h ic h  a  g r e a t  h o r n e d  o r  c r e s t e d  s e r p e n t  

is  f i g u r e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  s e c o n d  s id e  o f  t h e  s t o n e  i s  d e c o r a t e d  b y

18 Klindt-Jensen, Ole, “  Le Chaudron de Gundestrup ” , Separatum Ana­
lecta Instituti Danici, I, Hafnia, M CM LX, pi. II, no. 6.

Klindt-Jensen, op. cit., fig. 1, no. 4.
20 Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archceological Society, 

Vol. 60, p. 305, and pi. XIV, fig. 26. Several other examples from this area.
21 Dio, LX X V I 12.



FIG. 1. HORNED ARMED DEITY FIG. 2. HORNED SPEAR-BEARING DEITY
FROM MARYPORT. FROM MARYPORT.

a  n e c k l e s s  h u m a n  h e a d ,  a  t o r e  p l a c e d  b e n e a t h  t h e  c h in ,  m a y  

l i h k  u p  i n  s o m e  w a y  w i t h  t h is  c u l t  o f  w a r r i o r ,  f e r t i l i t y  g o d s .  

A  f e w  w o r d s  m a y  b e  s a i d  h e r e  a b o u t  C e l t i c  p h a l l i c  r e p r e s e n ­

t a t io n s .  A l t h o u g h  p h a l l i c i s m  t e n d s  t o  b e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r a r e  

i t  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  l a c k i n g ,  a n d  i t  is  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  to  c o n c l u d e  

t h a t  t h e  p h a l l i c  n a t u r e  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  h o r n e d  w a r r i o r  g o d s  

i s  t h e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  R o m a n  a r t  i n f l u e n c e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  

t h e  n o n - p h a l l i c ,  c l a s s i c a l  H e r c u l e s  is  m a r k e d l y  p h a l l i c  i n  h i s  

B r i t i s h  m a n i f e s t a t io n s .  S u c h  c u l t  o b je c t s  a s  t h e  w o o d e n  i d o l  

f r o m  a n  I r i s h  b o g ,  p r o b a b l y  I r o n  A g e  i n  d a t e , 22 w i t h  a  d e e p  

h o l e  f o r  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  m a l e  o r g a n ;  t h e  g r e a t  s t o n e  f r o m  

T a r a  w i t h  i t s  u n m i s t a k a b l e  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  v e r b a l  

d e s c r i p t io n s  i n  o n e  O ld  I r i s h  t a l e  a b o u t  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  h e r o  

F e r g u s ,  o f  t h e  e x a g g e r a t e d  s iz e  o f  h i s  g e n i t a l s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

a n y  p a u c i t y  o f  p h a l l i c  i m a g e r y  in  C e l t i c  c u l t  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  

i s  d u e  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  u s u a l  C e l t i c  s y m b o l i s m ,  t h e  

m a l e  o r g a n  b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  s y m b o l i c a l l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  

n a t u f a l i s t i c a l l y .  T h u s  t h e  s t o n e  h e a d  f r o m  t h e  C o t s w o l d s , 23 

w h i c h  i s  d r a w n  o n  t h e  g l a n s  o f  a  p h a l l u s ,  a  s im i l a r  o n e  f r o m

22 From Ralaghan, Co. Cavan. Now in the National Museum of Ireland, 
Dublin.

23 From Broadway, Worcestershire.’ Antiquaries Journal, X X V III, pi. 
X X IV , e ; f.



E y p e ,  D o r s e t , 24 t h e  s e r p e n t  s t o n e  f r o m  M a r y p o r t ,  a n d  o t h e r ,  

e x a m p l e s ,  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  s t a g e  b e t w e e n  t h e  d i r e c t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h a l l u s  i t s e l f ,  a n d  th e  s y m b o l i s m  o f  

t h e  d e c a p i t a t e d  h e a d  s e t  o n  a  p i l l a r ,  in  i t s e l f  a  p h a l l i c  

s y m b o l .  U n d e r  t h e  in f l u e n c e  o f  R o m a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  a r t  

t h is  s y m b o l i s m ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  e v o l v e d  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  

“ d e c e n c y ” , w o u l d  t e n d  to  g i v e  w a y  a g a i n  t o  d i r e c t  r e p r e -  

s e n t a t io n a l i s m .

A n o t h e r  f i g u r e  o f  t h e  N e t h e r h a l l  t y p e  c o m e s  f r o m  B u r g h  

b y  S a n d s ,  th e  g o d  in  t h is  c a s e  b e i n g  n a k e d ,  a n d  h o l d i n g  a  

s p e a r  a n d  a  s p h e r i c a l  o b je c t ,  e i t h e r  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  

s h ie ld ,  o r  p e r h a p s  s i g n i f y i n g  s o m e  w e a p o n  s u c h  a s  a  s l i n g  

s t o n e  ( P la t e  X V ,  2 ). I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  C e l t i c  c u s t o m  o f  f i g h t in g  

n a k e d ,  a  n a k e d  w a r - g o d  is  q u i t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h is  s o c i e t y .  

A  s im i l a r  t y p e  o f  f i g u r e  c o m e s  f r o m  L a n c h e s t e r  ( L o n g o -  

v ic iu m ) ,  C o .  D u r h a m ;  h e r e  t h e  h u g e ,  h o r n e d ,  b e a r d e d  h e a d  is  

s e t  o w l - l i k e  o n  th e  a t r o p h i e d  b o d y ,  w h e r e  o n l y  t h e  s p h e r i c a l  

a t t r ib u t e  c a n  b e  m a d e  o u t ,  w h i l e  t h e  f i g u r e  is  c l e a r l y  p h a l l i c  

( P la t e  X V I ,  3 ) .

T h e r e  a r e  o n e  o r  t w o  o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h is  g e n e r a l  

t y p e ,  o f  a  h o r n e d  w a r r i o r  g o d ,  t w o  c o m in g  f r o m  Y o r k s h i r e ,  

a n d  t w o  f r o m  f u r t h e r  a f i e l d .  T h e  Y o r k s h i r e  r e l i e f s  c o m e  

f r o m  K i r b y  U n d e r d a l e ,  n e a r  S t a m f o r d  B r i d g e , 25 a n d  c l o s e l y  

r e s e m b le  t h e  C u m b r i a n  h o m e d  w a r r i o r  g o d s  i n  a t t i t u d e ,  

f a c i a l  f e a t u r e s  a n d  p h a l l i c  c h a r a c t e r .  H e r e  t h e  g o d  w e a r s  a  

s h o r t  t u n ic ,  c o m in g  to  th e  t h ig h s ,  a n d  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  t h e  

s a m e  c r u d e  v i g o u r  o f  m o v e m e n t  a n d  e x p r e s s io n .  T h i s  t y p e  

o f  h o r n e d  g o d ,  s o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  n o r t h e r n ,  i s  f o u n d  a g a i n  

in  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t  o f  B r i t a i n ,  a t  S e g o n t i u m 26 ( C a e r n a r v o n )  

o p p o s i t e  A n g l e s e y .  T h e  r e l i e f  is  b r o k e n  a n d  o n l y  t h e  l e f t  

a r m  c a n  n o w  b e  s e e n ,  g r a s p i n g  s o m e  w e a p o n ,  t h e  r i g h t  b e i n g  

lo s t .  T h e  h o r n s  a r e  w e l l - d e f i n e d .  T h e  e c o n o m y  o f  t h is  

r e g io n  is  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s im i l a r  t o  t h a t  in  t h e  n o r t h ,

24 Antiquaries Journal, X VI, pi. L IX  2.
25 Yorkshire Archceological Journal, X XIV , 1917, p. 321, pi. facing p. 321.
se wheeler, R. E. M., “ Segontium and the Roman occupation of Wales ” ,

fig. 50 and p. 128. . * : -



n a m e l y  a  p a s t o r a l  t y p e  o f  e c o n o m y ,  a n d  t h is  f i g u r e  w o u l d  

b e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  t r i b a l  g o d .  A  s m a l l  

a l t a r  f o u n d  a t  S m i t h f i e l d ,  L o n d o n ,  a l s o  s e e m s  t o  f i t  i n t o  t h is  

g r o u p  o f  a r m e d ,  h o r n e d  g o d s .  F a s h i o n e d  f r o m  o o l i t e ,  a n d  

p o s s i b l y  h a v i n g  a  m o r e  w e s t e r l y  o r i g i n  t h a n  i t s  p l a c e  o f  d i s ­

c o v e r y ,  i t  is  d e c o r a t e d  b y  a  h o r n e d  f i g u r e  in  r e l i e f ,  t h e  f a c e  

a l m o s t  i n  p r o f i l e ,  t h e  f e e t  i n  t y p i c a l  p o s i t io n ,  t h e  c a l v e s  a n d  

k n e e - c a p s  w e l l - e m p h a s i z e d  i n  a  f a s h i o n  c o m m o n  t o  t h e  

n o r t h e r n  f i g u r e s ,  th e  h a n d s  g r a s p i n g  a  s p h e r i c a l  o b je c t ,  a n d  

s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  m a y  r e p r e s e n t  th e  c l e f t  b r a n c h  o f  a  t r e e  o r  

a g a i n  s o m e  s o r t  o f  w e a p o n  r e s e m b l i n g  a  c a t a p u l t .

T h i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  g r o u p  o f  m o n u m e n t s ,  a l t h o u g h  a r t i s t i ­

c a l l y  c r u d e ,  h a s  a  v i g o u r  a n d  m o v e m e n t  w h ic h  i n  i t s e l f  i s  

i m p r e s s i v e ,  a n d  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  in  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  w e  s e e  

t h e  a t t e m p t s  o f  l o c a l  a r t i s t s  t o  g i v e  v i s u a l  e x p r e s s io n  t o  t h e ir  

c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  w a r  g o d ,  p r o t e c t o r  o f  t h e  h e r d s ,  s y m b o l i c  

o f  f e c u n d i t y  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y .

B e f o r e  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  o t h e r  w a y s  in  w h ic h  t h e  h o r n e d  

g o d  m a y  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  i t  m a y  b e  r e l e v a n t  t o  

m e n t i o n  a  g r o u p  o f  w a r r i o r  g o d s  f r o m  t h is  s a m e  r e g io n ,  

c l o s e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  a b o v e  g r o u p  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  

o b v i o u s l y  h o r n e d .  T h e s e  a r e  f o u n d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a t  B e w -  

c a s t l e ,  n o r t h  o f  H a d r i a n ’s  W a l l ,  w h e r e  t w o  s i l v e r  p l a q u e s  a r e  

d e c o r a t e d  b y  a r m e d  w a r r i o r s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  in  t h is  c a s e  t h e  

l o c a l  g o d  C o c i d i u s  in  h i s  w a r r i o r  c a p a c i t y .  T h i s  g o d  i s  

e q u a t e d  w i t h  M a r s  i n  t h e  w e s t  a n d  w i t h  S i l v a n u s  i n  m o r e  

e a s t e r l y  r e g io n s .  T h e  B e w c a s t l e  p l a q u e s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  r a r e  

e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e s e  w a r r i o r  g o d s  b e i n g  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  

n a m e .  A g a i n ,  f r o m  P o n s  A e l i u s  c o m e s  a  b u i l d i n g  s t o n e  o n  

w h i c h  a n  a r m e d  w a r r i o r  f i g u r e s ,  h a v i n g  a  p o i n t e d  b e a r d ,  

e m p h a t i c  c a l v e s  a n d  h o l d in g  t h e  s p h e r i c a l  o b j e c t  w h ic h  m a y  

r e p r e s e n t  a  s h ie ld .  S i m i l a r  f i g u r e s  c o m e  f r o m  C h e s t e r s 27 a n d  

M a r y p o r t , 28 a n d  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  h e r e  i s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a  m a n i ­

f e s t a t i o n  o f  a n  a r m e d ,  l o c a l  w a r r i o r  g o d  a k i n  t o  a n d  in  s o m e  

c a s e s  p e r h a p s ,  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  h o r n e d  w a r r i o r  g o d .

27 In Chesters Museum.
28 In the Netherhall Collection.



T h e  H o m e d  G o d  a s  M e r c u r y ..

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  h i s  a f f i n i t y  w i t h  M a r s  in  

h i s  w a r r i o r  c a p a c i t y ,  t h e  h o r n e d  g o d  c o u l d ,  in  c e r t a i n  

i n s t a n c e s ,  b e c o m e  f u s e d  w i t h  M e r c u r y .  I n  o r i g i n ,  M e r c u r y  

w a s  a  g o d  w h o ,  a p a r t  f r o m  h i s  c h t h o n ic  a s s o c ia t i o n s ,  w a s

i n v o k e d  a s  a  p r o t e c t o r  o f  t h e  h e r d s  a n d  f l o c k s  a n d  i t  m a y

w e l l  b e  t h a t  i t  w a s  in  t h is  c a p a c i t y  h e  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  W a l l ,  

h i s  e q u a t io n  w i t h  t h e  h o r n e d  t r i b a l  g o d  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h is  

c o m m o n  f u n c t io n .  I t  is  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  f u s io n  o f  a n  in d ig e n o u s  

h o m e d  g o d  w i t h  M e r c u r y  a l s o  t o o k  p l a c e  in  G a u l  w h e r e  

s e v e r a l  r e l i e f s  s h o w  th e  c r u d e l y - r e p r e s e n t e d  h o r n e d  g o d  b e a r ­

i n g  w h a t  c a n  o n l y  b e  in t e r p r e t e d  a s  t h e  a t t r ib u t e s  o f  M e r c u r y ,  

t h e  p u r s e  a n d  t h e  c a d u c e u s .  M o r e o v e r ,  o n e  G a u l i s h  r e l i e f 29 

s h o w s  M e r c u r y ,  h i s  m o r e  s o p h is t ic a t e d  a s p e c t  m o d i f i e d  b y  

t h e  b e a r d e d ,  m a t u r e  f a c e ,  u n t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  g o d ,  t h e  

s id e s  o f  t h e  r e l i e f  b e i n g  d e c o r a t e d  b y  th e  r a m - h e a d e d  s e r p e n t ,  

a t t r ib u t e  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  M a r s  a n d  

t h e  h o m e d  g o d ,  C e m u n n o s .  I n  

n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n  t h is  b l e n d i n g  

o f  t h e  n a t i v e  g o d  w i t h  M e r c u r y  

c a n  a l s o  b e  w i t n e s s e d  in  s u c h  

f i g u r e s  a s  t h e  r e l i e f  f r o m  A e s i c a  

( G r e a t  C h e s t e r s )  o n  t h e  W a l l ,  

w h e r e  t h e  g o d  h a s  t y p i c a l  c r u d e  

f e a t u r e s ,  l o n g  h o r n s ,  is  p h a l l i c ,  

t h e  n i p p l e s  a n d  n a v e l  e m p h a ­

s iz e d  b y  d e e p  i n d e n t a t i o n s  r e m i ­

n i s c e n t  o f  t h o s e  f o u n d  o n  th e  

f i g u r e  o f  M a r s  ?  O l lu d i u s  f r o m  

G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e . 30 A  c i r c u l a r  

o b j e c t  is  h e l d  in  t h e  r ig h t  h a n d  

a n d  t h e  c a d u c e u s  is  f i g u r e d  in  

t h e  le f t .  T h e  r e g u l a r  a t t r ib u t e s  

o f  M e r c u r y ,  t h e  c o c k  a n d  t h e

29 EspSrandieu, op. cit., no. 3919, from Beauvais (Caesaromagus).
30 Trans. Bristol and Gloucestershire Arch. Soc.t 60, p. 301 and pi. V, fig, 9 ; 

also Sucellosy p. 302 and pi. VI, fig. 11* A  naked figure having long horns 
similar to those of the Aesica “  Mercury ”  was recently brought into Corstopitum

Museum, Northumberland, from Willowbum.
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FIG. 3. THE AESICA “ MERCURY ” .



t o r t o i s e  a r e  l a c k i n g  i n  t h e s e  in s t a n c e s  w h e r e  t h e  t w o  

t r a d i t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  b le n d e d .  A  s i m i l a r  f i g u r e  c o m e s  

f r o m  L i t t l e  C h e s t e r , 31 w h e r e  t h e  g o d  is  b o l d l y  h o m e d  a n d  

h o l d s  a n  o b j e c t  w h ic h  h a n g s  f r o m  h i s  l e f t  h a n d ,  a n d  p o s s i b l y  

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c a d u c e u s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h is  is  b y  n o  m e a n s  c e r t a in .

T h e  H o m e d  G o d  a s  S i lv a n u s .

I n  t h e  e a s t e r n  r e g io n  o f  . th e  W a l l ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  

o u t p o s t  f o r t s ,  t h e  h o m e d  g o d  s o m e t im e s  a p p e a r s  a s  a  n a k e d ,  

p h a l l i c  f i g u r e ,  u s u a l l y  w i t h o u t  m a r k e d  a t t r ib u t e s .  I n  th is  

r e g i o n ,  f o r e s t s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  d e n s e ,  a n d  h u n t in g  c a r r i e d  o i i  

b y  b o t h  n a t i v e s  a n d  s o l d ie r s .  T h i s  is  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h is  a r e a  C o c i d i u s ,  t h e  l o c a l  g o d  e q u a t e d  w i t h  

M a r s  i n  t h e  w e s t ,  i s  c o n jo in e d  w i t h  S i l v a n u s  a s  a  g o d  o f  

v e n e r y  a n d  t h e  w o o d s ,  w h i l e  c e r t a i n  s t o n e s  f r o m  C h e s t e r s  

(C ilu r r iu m )  d e p ic t  a  h u n t in g  s c e n e ,  s i l v a n  s c e n e s ,  a n d  o n e  

s t o n e  i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  a  s t a g  a p p r o a c h i n g  a  n e t .  

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  f u l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h e  h o r n e d  g o d  s h o u l d  

f i g u r e  i n  t h is  r e g io n  a s  a  g o d  o f  t h e  S i l v a n u s  t y p e .  T h r e e

f i g u r e s  o f  t h is  k i n d  

c o m e  f r o m  B r e m e n i u m  

( H ig h  R o c h e s t e r ) ;  f r o m  

t h is  s a m e  f o r t  c o m e s  

t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  

h o r n e d  h e a d .

c o m e s  f r o m  C a r l i s l e . 3.2

W  H e r e  a  s m a l l  a l t a r ' . i s  

d e c o r a t e d  b y  a  f i g u r e  

i n  r e l i e f ;  h e  i s  h o m e d ,  

is  n a k e d  a p a r t  f r o m  a

A n o t h e r ,  m o r e  s o ­

p h i s t i c a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a ­

t io n  o f  t h e  h o r n e d  g o d  

a s  a  S i l v a n u s  f i g u r e

FIG. 4. HORNED GOD AS SILVANUS 
(BREMENIUM)..

31 In Derby Museum. *
32 “  Lapidarium Septentionale ” , London, 1875, no. 494. -



c l o a k  a b o u t  h i s  s h o u l d e r s .  H e  h a s  h i s  l e f t  f o o t  o n  a  r o c k  a n d  

h o ld s  a  s m a l l  a n i m a l  o v e r  a n  a l t a r .  A  n a k e d  f i g u r e  w i t h  p r o ­

n o u n c e d  h o r n s  in  C o r s t o p i t u m  M u s e u m  f u r t h e r  a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  

c u l t  o f  a  g o d  o f  t h is  t y p e  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a .

T h e  H o r n e d  G o d  a s  a  H e a d .

R e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  h o r n e d  g o d  a s  a  h e a d  a r e  o f  

e s p e c ia l  in t e r e s t  s in c e  t h e  c u l t  o f  t h e  h u m a n  h e a d  i s  o n e  

w h ic h  i s  d e e p ly - r o o t e d  i n  C e l t i c  r e l i g io u s  t r a d i t io n ,  a n d  s u c h  

m o n u m e n t s  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  r e g io n  o f  H a d r i a n ’ s  W a l l , a n d  in  

s o m e  o f  th e  o u t p o s t  f o r t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  T h e  h e a d  f r o m  

N e t h e r b y ,  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  w a r  g o d ,  

is  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e  h o r n e d  h e a d s .  W h a t  a p p e a r s  

i n i t i a l l y  t o  b e  a  s e c o n d  h e a d  a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  

N e t h e r b y  h e a d ,  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  a  d r a w i n g  in  C o l l i n g w o o d ’ s  

C a t a l o g u e ,  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  M a g n a e  ( C a r v o r a n )  

o n  t h e  W a l l ,  s e e m s  t o  b e  i n  a c t u a l  f a c t  t h e  s a m e  h e a d  a b o u t  

w h ic h  c o n f u s i o n  h a s  o b v i o u s l y  a r i s e n .33 N o  t r a c e  o f  i t  c a n  

n o w  b e  f o u n d ,  a n d  it s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  t h e  

N e t h e r b y  h e a d ,  e v e n  a l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  a  

p h o t o g r a p h  a n d  a n  o ld  d r a w in g ,  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  

h e a d s  a r e  i n  f a c t  i d e n t i c a l ;  t h is  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o m e  o f  th e  o b je c t s  m a k i n g  u p  t h e  G i b s o n  C o l ­

le c t i o n  a c t u a l l y  c a m e  f r o m  N e t h e r b y .  H o w e v e r ,  a  v e r y  

i m p r e s s i v e  h o r n e d  h e a d  d o e s  c o m e  f r o m  M a g n a e ,  a n d  i t s  

u n f a s h io n e d  b a c k  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  w a s  b u i l t  in t o  a  w a l l ,  p e r ­

h a p s  s e r v i n g  a s  s o m e  k i n d  o f  a p o t r o p a i c  s y m b o l .  T h e  

e n o r m o u s ,  p u p i l - le s s  e y e s ,  u n e q u a l  i n  s iz e ,  a r e  t h e  m o s t  i m ­

p r e s s i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  t h is  l a r g e  h e a d ,  t h e  m o u t h  b e i n g  s m a l l  a n d  

s t r a i g h t ,  a n d  t h e  f e a t u r e s  g e n e r a l l y  i n  s u c h  l o w  r e l i e f  a s  t o  b e  

a l m o s t  t w o - d i m e n s i o n a l  ( P la t e  X V I ,  2 ) .  I t  m a y  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  

t o  n o t e  t h a t  a  d e d i c a t io n  t o  th e  G a u l i s h  g o d d e s s  E p o n a  

“  G r e a t  H o r s e  ” , w h o s e  B r i t i s h  c o u n t e r p a r t  R i a n n o n —  

R i g a n t o n a  “  G r e a t .Q u e e n  ”  i s  k n o w n  t o  u s  f r o m  t h e  m a b i n o g i  

o f  P w y l l ,  a l s o  c o m e s  f r o m  t h is  f o r t  a t  M a g n a e .  A  s m a l l  

h o r n e d  h e a d  c o m e s  f r o m  C il u r n u m .  ( C h e s t e r s ) ,  t h e  h e a d  b e i n g

33 Archceologia Aeliana, X II, 1886, pp. 92, 205-9.



c u t  i n  o n e  w i t h  t h e  b a s e .  A g a i n ,  t h e  j a n i f o r m  h e a d  f r o m  

C o r s t o p i t u m  b e a r s  s t u m p s  o f  h o r n s  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  h e a d s .  

A n o t h e r  h o r n e d  h e a d  w a s  f o u n d  a t  B r e m e n i u m  ( H ig h  

R o c h e s t e r ) ,  w h e r e  t h e  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  h o r n e d  f i g u r e s  

w e r e  a l s o  f o u n d ,  w h i l e  f r o m  f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  f r o m  t h e  o u t p o s t  

f o r t  a t  B i r r e n s  ( B la t o b u lg iu m )  D u m f r i e s s h i r e ,  c o m e s  t h e  r e l i e f  

o f  a  h o r n e d  b u s t ,  t h e  m o u t h  o p e n  t o  s h o w  t h e  t o n g u e  in  t h e  

m a n n e r  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  I r i s h  h e a d s .  T h i s  r e l i e f  b e a r s  a n  

i n s c r i p t i o n ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  f i g u r e  p o r t r a y e d .

T h e  r e m a i n i n g  le t t e r s  r e a d  ia p u ? . . I t  is  n o t  e a s y

n o w  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  n a m e  is  i n t e n d e d  h e r e ,  b u t  i t  m i g h t  

b e  n o t e d  t h a t  a  G a u l i s h  g o d  e r r i a p u s  i s  k n o w n ,  a n d  i t  m a y  

b e  t h a t  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h is  d e i t y  w a s  s o m e t h in g  s im i l a r  t o  t h is .  

T h i s  m u s t  b e  p u r e l y  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  n a m e  b e i n g  t o o  

f r a g m e n t a r y  n o w  t o  a l l o w  m o r e  t h a n  a  v e r y  t e n t a t i v e  s u g g e s ­

t io n .  O n e  m a y  a l s o  m e n t io n  in  t h is  c o n t e x t  t h e  s m a l l  b r o n z e  

t e r r e t  f r o m  I s u r iu m  B r i g a n t u m  ( A l d b o r o u g h ) , 34 w h e r e  t h e  

h o r n e d  m a l e  h e a d  is  d e c o r a t e d  b y  a  l e a f - c r o w n ,  a  L a  T e n e  

s y m b o l  o f  d e i t y ,  a n d  a  b u c k e t  e s c u t c h e o n  f r o m  T h e a l b y ,  

L i n c s . ,  s h o w i n g  a  m a l e  h e a d  w i t h  a t r o p h i e d  b u l l - h o r n s .35

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  H o r n e d  F ig u r e s .

T h e r e  a r e  o n e  o r  t w o  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  h o r n e d  b e in g s  

w h ic h  d o  n o t  s e e m  t o  f i t  c o m f o r t a b l y  in t o  a n y  o f  t h e  a b o v e  

g r o u p s .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  i s  a n  u n u s u a l  h o r n e d  b u s t  f r o m  

M o r e s b y ;  t h e  f i g u r e  w e a r s  a n  u n f a m i l i a r  g a r m e n t  a b o u t  h i s  

s h o u l d e r s ,  r e s e m b l i n g  p e r h a p s  t h e  k i n d  o f  p l e a t e d  u p p e r  

g a r m e n t  w o r n  b y  t h e  g o d  C o c i d iu s  o n  o n e  o f  th e  s i l v e r  

B e w c a s t l e  p l a q u e s ,  a n d  p o s s i b l y  r e p r e s e n t in g  s o m e  n a t i v e  

g a r m e n t  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  n o r t h .

A n o t h e r  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  f i g u r e  i s  t h e  g o d  A n t e n o c i t i c u s  

f r o m  C o n d e r c u m  ( B e n w e l l )  o n  t h e  W a l l ,  t o  w h o m  s e v e r a l  

a l t a r s  w e r e  d e d i c a t e d ,  a n d  w h o s e  s t a t u e ,  b r o k e n  u p  p r e s u m ­

a b l y  i n  t h e  g r e a t  r a i d s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  c e n t u r y ;  n o w  

c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  im p r e s s i v e  h e a d  o f  th e  d e i t y ,  a n d  s o m e  f r a g -

34Fox, Sir Cyril, “ Pattern and Purpose: Early Celtic Art in Britain ” , 
Cardiff, 1958, pi. 43, A.

35 Antiquaries Journal, XV , pi. LX X I.



FIG. 5. HORNED BUST : FIG. 6. HEAD OF
FROM MORESBY. ANTENOCITICUS

m e n t s  o f  l im b s .  T h e  h e a d ,  c l e a r l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  G r e c o -  

R o m a n  m o d e l s ,  h a s  p r o n o u n c e d  n a t i v e  f e a t u r e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  

g r e a t  p r o f u s i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  h a i r ,  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a  

t o r e  a b o u t  th e  n e c k ,  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  e y e s ,  m o u t h  a n d  

g e n e r a l  e x p r e s s io n ,  a n d  th e  s t r a n d s  o f  h a i r  w h ic h  a r e  t u r n e d  

b a c k  a b o v e  t h e  b r o w  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  y o u n g  a n t le r s  o f  a  s t a g .  

A  d e d i c a t io n  t o  t h is  g o d  a l s o  c o m e s  f r o m  C il u r n u m ,  a n d  a  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a c c o m p a n i e s  t h is ,  w h e r e  th e  g o d  is  e x t r e m e l y  

c r u d e l y  d e p ic t e d  a s  a  b u s t  o n  th e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  a l t a r .  

A l t h o u g h  i t  s e e m s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h is  is  a  C e l t i c  d e i t y ,  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  a  S p a n i s h  g a r r i s o n  w a s  s t a t io n e d  b o t h  a t  B e n w e l l  a n d  

a t  C h e s t e r s  w o u l d  p e r h a p s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h is  i s  a n  i m p o r t e d  

d e i t y  f r o m  n o r t h e r n  S p a i n  o r  s o u t h e r n  G a u l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  g o d  

n a t i v e  t o  n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n ,  b u t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  t e m p le  

p r e c e d e d  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h is  g a r r i s o n .  A l t h o u g h  a p p a r e n t l y  

h o r n e d ,  a n d  C e l t i c ,  th is  g o d  c a n n o t  q u i t e  b e  f i t t e d  in t o  t h e  

p a t t e r n  o f  h o r n e d  g o d s  i n  n o r t h e r n  B r i t a i n .



S u m m a r y  a n d  C o n c l u s io n .

T h e  e v id e n c e ,  i n  s o  f a r  a s  w e  c a n  i n t e r p r e t  i t ,  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  t h e  C e l t s ,  b o t h  o n  t h e  C o n t in e n t  a n d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  

p r o p i t i a t e d  a  h o r n e d  g o d ,  a  t r i b a l  g o d  w h o  w a s  p e r h a p s  in  

o r i g i n  t h e  t r i b a l  g o d  o f  p e o p l e s  p r a c t i s in g  a  p a s t o r a l  t y p e  o f  

e c o n o m y .  T h i s  h o r n e d  g o d  c a n  b e  s e e n  t o  h a v e  t w o  d i s t in c t  

b u t  n o t  e x c l u s i v e  m a n i f e s t a t io n s .  F i r s t  o f  a l l  t h e r e  is  e v id e n c e  

f o r  t h e  c u l t  o f  a  G a u l i s h  g o d ,  a n t le r e d  a n d  t o r c - w e a r i n g ,  w h o  

m a y  i n  s o m e  r e g io n s  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  a  w i d e r  s ig n i f i c a n c e  t h a n  

m a n y  o f  t h e  C e l t i c  g o d s  w h o  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  p u r e l y  l o c a l  

o r  to  h a v e  b o r n e  a  m u l t ip l i c i t y  o f  l o c a l  n a m e s .  I t  m a y  b e  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a m o n g s t  c e r t a i n  o f  th e  C e l t i c  t r ib e s  a t  l e a s t  h e  

a c h i e v e d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a n  a n c e s t o r - g o d ,  h a v i n g  m o r e  t h a n  

t r i b a l  s ig n i f i c a n c e .  H e  m a y  t h u s  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  m a n i f e s t a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  a n c e s t o r - g o d  D i s  P a t e r  f r o m  w h o m  C a e s a r  

s t a t e s  t h a t  a l l  th e  G a u l s  b e l i e v e d  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  b e  d e s c e n d e d .  

T r a c e s  o f  h i s  w o r s h ip  a r e  f o u n d  in  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  a n d  t h e  

m o r e  o b l i q u e ,  b u t  c u m u l a t i v e l y  c o n v i n c i n g  h in t s  f r o m  I r e l a n d  

i n d i c a t e  h i s  f o r m e r  p r o p i t i a t i o n  t h e r e .

I n  t h e  m o r e  n o r t h e r l y  r e g io n s  o f  B r i t a i n  h o w e v e r ,  w e  f in d  

c o n v i n c i n g  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h e  d e e p - r o o t e d  c u l t  o f  a  n a t i v e  

h o r n e d  g o d  o f  a  p a s t o r a l  a n d  w o o d l a n d  p e o p l e ,  a  w a r l i k e ,  

a n d  i n  t h e  w e s t  s t r o n g l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  p e o p l e ,  a n d  w e  m a y  

c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t r a c e s  o f  t h is  g o d - t y p e  t e s t i f y  t o  a  C e l t i c  c u l t ,  

n o t  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h is  r e g io n  b u t  i n  o p e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  i t .  

T h i s  h o m e d  g o d  o f  t h e  n o r t h  c o u l d  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  n o w  a s  a  

M a r s  t y p e  o f  w a r r i o r ,  a g a i n ' a s  a  t y p e  o f  M e r c u r y ,  s o m e t im e s  

a s  a  g o d  o f  t h e  S i l v a n u s  t y p e ,  p a t r o n  o f  h u n t e r s  a n d  w i l d  

b e a s t s ,  a n d  l a s t l y  a s  a  h o r n e d  h e a d ,  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s y m b o l  

f o r  a  p e o p l e  w h o  d e c a p i t a t e d  t h e i r  e n e m ie s  a n d  w h o  

v e n e r a t e d  t h e  h u m a n  h e a d .  W e  c o m e  n o w  t o  o n e  o f  th e  

m ain p r o b l e m s  o f  t h is  n o r t h e r n  c u l t .  A r e  w e  to  t a k e  i t  t h a t  

t h e s e  v a r i o u s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  a  h o r n e d  b e i n g  a l l  s t a n d  f o r  

o n e  d i s t i n c t i v e  d e i t y ,  o r  i s  i t  m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a t  a n y  o n e  o f  t h e  

l o c a l  g o d s  o f  t h is  r e g io n  c o u l d  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  t h is  w a y  a t  

& g i v e n  t im e  o r  in  a  g i v e n  a r e a ?  L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  d i s t r ib u t io n  

o f  t h e  n a m e s  o f  l o c a l  g o d s ,  o n e  is  a w a r e  t h a t ,  w h i l e  t h e  n a m e s
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CROSS SHAFT.

FIG . 2. RELIEF OF HORNED 
FIG U RE, BURGH BY SANDS.
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of several gods cover roughly similar, areas to those in which 
horned representations are found, no single name en tire ly  
coincides with the distribution o f representations. Th e god 
V itiris has quite strong claims, but his cult or rather traces 
o f it are not now to be found in such outpost forts as 
Brem enium  (where four horned figures occur) or at Burgh 
by Sands for exam ple, while, on the other hand, the serpent 
which decorates one o f his altars would perhaps link him with 
the hom ed god of the north.

Another claimant is perhaps Cocidius, who is a w arrior 
in the west, as is the horned god, and a Silvanus type of deity 
in the east, again agreeing with the hom ed god. Belatu- 
cadros and M ogons are also propitiated in this general 
region, and a dedication to Belatucadros, found near the relief 
of the naked horned god at Burgh by Sands, would form  a 
link between this deity and the horned god. With the custom 
of the Celts in mind of giving a number of local names to 
gods of essentially the same type and function, it m ay be 
more realistic to visualize in this hom ed god of northern 
Britain a native manifestation of any one of these local gods, 
the gods of a hunting or pastoral, warlike people, who would 
think of their “  god of the place ”  as sym bolic of virility and 
fecundity, protector of the people, leader in w ar and in the 
hunt, guide and law-giver in peace, an all-purpose tribal god 
o f the kind suggested to us by the Old Irish tales. W e have 
only to glance at one or two of the names for one o f the 
leading deities of Old Irish tradition, nam ely In Dagda “  the 
G ood G od ”  also known as .Eochaid Ollathair “  Eochaid  the 
Great F a th e r”  and In R u ad Rofhessa “ R u ad  of G reat 
Knowledge ” , to see how erroneous it would be to visualize 
in these three names three separate deities. It m ay also be 
noted that, apart from  the bust, from  Birrens, no names 
accom pany the horned heads or figures, whereas local god- 
names abound in the areas from  which they have been 
recovered. This again is quite in keeping with Celtic custom, 
for in Celtic societies the name-taboo was strong, to name a 
thing being dangerous and profane. “  Tonga do dhia.tonges



mo th u a th ", “ I  swear by the gods by whom m y tribe 
sw ears” , w as a regular Old Irish oath, where the gods 
invoked were unnamed, but understood, and the oath bind­
ing. Thus in these areas of northern Britain where the gods 
were represented under the influence of R om an cult repre­
sentations, it was neither necessary nor in keeping with the 
oldest traditions to name the god portrayed.

It  m ay not be inappropriate now to briefly glance at the 
great supernatural bull of early Irish traditions known as the 

-Donn o f Cualgne, about whose possession a great cattle raid 
was em barked upon, known as the Tain B o  Cualgne, “ the 
driving-off o f the cattle from  Cualgne ” .36 The society 
depicted is one such as archaeological research suggests 
flourished in Brigantia about the first century B.C.; intensely 
aristocratic, the nobles possessing wealth in the w ay of per­
sonal adornments, and decorative chariot and horse trap­
pings, a  society made up of pastoralists and warriors. The 
central figure in the epic is this great divine bull, his bull- 
form  the culmination of m any transformations undergone 
since he was a divine swineherd. Even  in bull-form he 
retained human reason and understanding, and in the tale 
he is described in some of the following w a y s :

“ One of the magic virtues of the Donn of Cualgne were the 
fifty youths who engaged in games, who on his fine back found 
room every evening to play draughts and assembly and leaping; 
he would not put them from him nor would he totter under them. 
Another of the magic virtues of the Donn was the hundred 

; warriors he screened from heat and the cold under his shadow 
and shelter. Another of the magic virtues of the Donn was that 
no sprite or goblin of the glen dared to come into one and the 
same cantred with him. Another of the magic virtues of the 
Donn was his musical lowing every evening as he returned to his 
shed and his byre. It was music enough and delight enough for 
a man in the north and the south, in the east and in the west 
and in the middle of the cantred of Cualgne. These then are 
some of the magic powers of the Donn.”

88The Tain is translated by Dunn, J., “ The Ancient Epic Tale, Tain B6 
Cualgne, ‘ The Cualgne Cattle-Raid’ London, 1914.



Elsewhere it is stated that his very lowing would put all 
the cows in calf, this emphasizing his great powers of fecun­
dity, very important in a stock-raising community. Here 
then in an Irish pastoral type of society we have a great 
supernatural bull, protector of warriors, averter of evil from  
the province, provider of m agical music (very important in 
early Celtic traditions), and assuring the fecundity o f the 
herds. The prevalence of a horned warrior god in Brigantian 
and adjacent territory whose w ay of life and traditions and 
cult legends cannot have been altogether dissim ilar from 
those of the early Irish is thus easily explicable; and com­
paratively numerous although these representations are, we 
must not forget that m any more are likely to have been 
fashioned from  wood, which would perish sooner, while the 
early Church in this northern region would doubtless have 
taken steps to further destroy whenever possible any m aterial 
traces of the cult o f such a deep-rooted local deity whose 
fertility characteristics and great power would m ake it very 
unacceptable to Christianity. The soldiers in the R om an 
arm y however, wherever their place o f origin, were wise 
enough not to overlook the “ god of the p la ce ” , and knew 
that it was well within their superstitious interests to m ake 
some token homage to such a potent native god as this, 
whether or not he equated with some member of the more 
fam iliar classical pantheon.






