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B y  Jo h n  P h il ip s o n .

1. A Silk Handkerchief dated 1773.

The present paper may be regarded as a footnote to an 
entry1 in Maps of Northumberland in which Whitaker des
cribes a map of the Northern Quarterly Meetings of the 
Society of Friends which was published by James Backhouse 
in 1773. Whitaker is evidently describing a map printed on 
paper, on which material there are a number of. copies of 
this map. Since late in the last century there has lain in the 
safe in Newcastle of the Newcastle Monthly Meeting of the 
Society of Friends a copy of this map printed on a silk 
handkerchief.2 This map conforms in all respects to the 
description given by Whitaker but it will be shown to be a 
distinct edition.

James Backhouse3 of West Lodge, Darlington, was the 
eldest son of William Backhouse, of Yealand, and later of 
Over Kellet. He was born at Yealand in 1721 and died at 
Darlington in 1798. He married Jane Hedley in 1746 and 
had two sons, Jonathan and James. James Backhouse was 
a flax dresser and linen manufacturer and in 1774 with his 
two sons established a bank4 at Darlington. The bank pros
pered and spread, ultimately amalgamating with Barclays5 
in 1896.

James was the great-grandson of John Backhouse of
1 Whitaker, Maps of Northumberland, 252.
2 Item 112  in the list of the contents of the safe prepared by Miss M. H. 

Dodds for the National Register of Archives.
3 Foster, The Descendants of John Backhouse (privately printed).
4 Mabedey Phillips, A History of Banks . . .  in Northumberland, Durham,

etc.
5 Matthews, P. W., History of Barclays Bank Limited.
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Moss-side near Yealand Redman, Lancashire, who died in 
1690. John Backhouse joined the Society of Friends early 
in its history and was imprisoned in Lancaster in 1660-61 
for refusing to pay tithes. James too was an active member 
of the Society and one of his services to it was the publication 
of this map. From the first, one of the features of the Society 
of Friends had been the practice of visiting other meetings. 
In this way a Friend with a gift for ministry might bring new 
life to small and isolated meetings. Backhouse’s map gives 
the dates at which week-day, monthly, and quarterly meetings 
were held and shows roads primarily as a means of joining 
meeting to meeting. It is intended as an instrument to facili
tate the travels of ministering Friends. There is a copy of 
this map on paper in the Library at Friends House in London 
and another at the Newcastle Meeting House.

The map on silk has evidently been printed from the same 
copper-plate as the paper edition. The copy at Newcastle is 
printed on a silk handkerchief with a wine-coloured border. 
A laundry-mark “ K ” has been stitched in one corner. As 
will be seen this was probably added early in the nineteenth 
century by Ann King.

The map is an extraordinarily sharp impression. The 
earliest printing on textiles was naturally done from wood 
blocks. This process did not, however, allow of the repro
duction of matter of any delicacy of detail. The use of 
engraved rollers6 for this purpose was not introduced until 
1783 but flat copper-plates were used before that time, The 
British Museum has maps on silk printed in 1730 and in 
approximately 1770. The latter map was engraved by 
Kitchin. In 1773 when he engraved Backhouse’s map, 
Kitchin had therefore already had experience of printing on 
silk from a flat copper-plate.

The map on silk has been coloured by water-colour on 
the same system as the colouring of the impression on paper 
in Friends House, London.

6 Knecht, E., and Fothergill, J. B.: Principles and Practice of textile printing, 
4th edn. 1952, p. 53.



This Newcastle copy of Backhouse’s silk handkerchief is 
the only one that it has been possible to inspect. The 
librarian at Friends House, London, has information that 
there was a copy in the possession of the late William Darby 
of Edgbaston in 1927. It seems there was a copy in the 
Darlington district, but the whereabouts of no other copy is 
known to the writer. The British Museum has no copy on 
paper or silk.

The silk handkerchief at Newcastle was enclosed in an 
envelope on which was inscribed:

This Silk Handkerchief on which is printed the Northern 
Quarterly Meetings of Friends was designed by James Backhouse 
of Darlington (b. at Yealand 2 : 4 m o : 1721). He was brother 
to Agnes Harrison my mother’s Grandmother & with his sons 
Jonathan & James established the Bank at Darlington. My 
mother Ann Foster gave it to me 17:6:1879.

Robert Foster
The descent of the handkerchief from Agnes Harrison to 
Robert Foster may thus be traced:

Agnes Backhouse bora 1730, -  John Harrison, of Darlington, 
married 1764, died 1797 born 1725, died 1800

Joseph King, of Newcastle =  M ary Harrison — John Richardson,
upon Tyne, married 1785, 
died 1796

bom 1765, died of Sunderland,
1805 tanner, married

1804, died 1842
2 sons A nn  K ing  =  Myles Birket Foster, of North Shields,

bora 1790, married 
1811, died 1884

afterwards of London, where he died 
1861.

Robert Foster, of New- =  Ann, daughter of Isaac Richardson, 
castle upon Tyne, born of Newcastle, married 1858, died 
1812, died 1898 1893
Robert Foster who wrote the note on the envelope and who 
presumably gave the handkerchief to the Newcastle Meeting 
was the elder brother of Myles Birket Foster the water-colour 
painter. Presumably too his mother, who gave him the hand-



kerchief, stitched her initial on it before her marriage in 1811. 
It will be observed that, as is often the way with domestic 
goods, the handkerchief was transmitted by matrilineal 
succession, a process which only ended when it fell into the 
hands of a man without issue.

There are a number of differences between the map on 
paper and the map on silk, as follows:

1. The mileage 10 from Longholm to Mosspaul is shown on 
the map on silk and not on the paper map.

2. The town Mansfield appears on the silk map but not on 
that on paper.

3. The price Is. 6d. does not appear on the known copy of the 
silk map.

4. The mileage from Hull to Owstwick is 201 on the paper 
map and 141 °n the silk map.

5. Thornton on paper is said to meet on the 3rd day, while on 
silk the weekday meeting is given as the fourth.

6. On paper Bolton M. H .7 is shown in Hartshaw M. M.; on 
silk it is shown in the area of Marsden M. M.

7. The numerical particulars of Warrington are given as 4 / 3 / 5  
on paper, but 4 / 5 / 3  on silk.

8. On paper a Holm meeting-house is shown in the Wigton 
Monthly Meeting area. It does not appear on the silk map on 
which the meeting-house Beckfoot is shown and roads and 
mileages are varied accordingly.
As items 1 and 2 are additions there is an initial pre

sumption that the silk edition is later than the paper one. 
Though it is difficult to be certain from an inspection of only 
one impression, it would appear that the plate has been 
hammered up to delete the price. If this is so, it is certain 
that the handkerchief is the later impression. The distance 
of 14% from Hull to Owstwick is much more probable than 
20%. Bolton M. H. is correctly shown on the silk map as in 
Marsden M. M. It is doubtful whether there ever was a 
Holm M. H. The area shown as Wigton M. M. is known 
today as Holm M. M. There was a Beckfoot meeting at 
least as early as 1735 when trustees for it were appointed by

. 7 The abbreviation M. H. is used for meeting house, and M. M. for monthly 
meeting (which in effect is a group of meetings).



the Quarterly meeting.8 Every difference supports the view 
that the silk edition is a corrected and later version.

The Newcastle copy of the paper map has at some 
unknown date been corrected by hand as follows:

1. The direct road from Allonby to Holm has been knifed out 
and the road diverted to an intermediate point approximating to 
Beckfoot, but no name has been given to it nor has Holm been 
deleted.2. The distance from Hull to Owstwick has been altered to 
14£ m.3. The day of the Thornton weekday meeting has been given 
as the fourth.4. The mileage 10 has been written in between Longholm and 
Mosspaul.

These all confirm the view that the silk edition is the later.
If the paper edition was published as stated on 1st of the 

3rd month in 1773, what was the date of the silk edition? 
There must have been an interval of time for the paper maps 
to circulate and for complaints of inaccuracies to come in. The 
interval between one quarterly meeting and another might 
suffice for this. This would still allow time for the revised 
map to appear in 1773, though of course not on the 1st of 
March.

For what purpose did Backhouse produce an edition on 
silk? And why when he so meticulously corrected the plate 
did he delete the price? The suggestion has been made9 
that the handkerchief was to go in the pockets of ministering 
Friends on their travels. It is much more probable that 
Kitchin made the suggestion and that Backhouse, as a linen 
manufacturer, was responsive to the technical interest of such 
a use of textiles. The deletion of the price and the extreme 
rarity of the handkerchiefs suggest that only a very limited 
edition.for private circulation was printed. For such a pur
pose, hardly amounting to publication, Backhouse would not 
feel it necessary to alter the date. He had, however, the plate 
corrected factually from a Quakerly habit of exactitude and

8 Inf. Mr. Robert Gillies of Wigton.
9 Ed. Steel, J. W., The Society • /  Friends in Newcastle and Gateshead, p. 75.



perhaps because he might consider the publication later of a 
corrected edition on paper.

No attempt has been made to discuss the content of the 
map as a document in the history of the Society of Friends. 
The object has been to discuss the provenance, date and 
character of the map in the hope of making it a more useful 
tool for such further study. I am greatly indebted to Mr. 
Edward H. Milligan, Librarian, Friends House, London, for 
his assistance, and for permission to reproduce a portion of 
the paper copy of the map in the Library there. My thanks 
are also due to the Clerk of the Newcastle Monthly Meeting 
for permission to borrow the silk handkerchief for study and 
to exhibit to this Society.

II.—A Panoramic Plan of Callaly.

When in August 1960 the Society visited Callaly, the 
owner, Major A. S. C. Browne, presented to us two photo
graphs of a panoramic plan of the estate. The plan had 
recently been found at Oxburgh Hall, Kings Lynn, Norfolk, 
and the two photographs were sent to Major Browne by Mr. 
A. E. B. Owen of the Historical Manuscripts Commission.

Mr. Owen states that the original is on a single large sheet 
of paper and is among the records of the Bedingfeld family  
at Oxburgh Hall. In cataloguing the records Mr. Owen 
described the plan as follows: “ 18th century panoramic plan, 
tinted in watercolour, showing Callaly House and village, and 
roads in immediate neighbourhood.”

The plan apparently went to Oxburgh with other Claver- 
ing papers in 1859 when Augusta Lucy Clavering1 married 
Sir Henry Paston-Bedingfeld. Augusta Lucy, bom in 1839, 
was the only child and heiress of Edward John Clavering. 
The latter died in 1876 and in the following year the estate 
at Callaly was sold. Augusta Lucy, Lady Paston-Bedingfeld, 
lived till 1929.



The photographs consist of a print showing the greater 
part of the plan and an enlargement of the part showing the 
house. The photographer has unfortunately masked out part 
of the former print, but the “ ttle ” on the road adjoining the 
village refers to the road to Lorbottle and the inverted “To 
Y ” above marks the road to Yetlington. The artist was 
probably not a north-countryman as he describes the Callaly 
burn as Brook.

There are notable differences between the estate as it is 
shown in the plan and as it now is. Many are significant of 
changing social conditions. In the plan the home-farm and 
rick-yard may be seen immediately across the carriage-way 
from the big house. In Victorian times they were removed 
to a discreet distance; in the same prosperous period the great 
stable block was built. Three lodges and successive plantings 
of trees screen the house more and more from the outer

CALLALY AS SHOWN IN THE FIR ST EDITION OF THE ORDNANCE SU R V EY .
Crown Copyright reserved.



world. The fish-pond and the R.C. chapel have disappeared 
together as if the household had modified its diet with its 
faith.

The chapel,2 which may be identified by the cross above 
its gable, was built in 1750 by Ralph Clavering the younger. 
It is marked on the first edition (1864/5) of the Ordnance 
Survey six-inch map but was rebuilt as a dining-hall in 1890. 
The fish-pond behind the house is shown on the first edition 
of the O.S. map but not on the 1923 edition. The walled 
garden shown in the plan is dated 1770. In 1844 the south 
avenue was altered to its present line and the lodge built. 
From about this time, states the writer in the Northumberland 
County. History, the village disappears. This places the plan 
between 1770 and 1844 and is consistent with a late 
eighteenth-century date.

Also consistent with this dating is a further detail. The 
type of field-gate shown is no longer familiar in the county, 
but seems to have been fashionable at the end of the 
eighteenth century. A remarkably similar field-gate was 
illustrated in Bailey and Culley’s report in 1797 and des
cribed3 as “ the most approved form”.

While the prime interest of the plan is undoubtedly that 
it illustrates a stage in the development of the house, it is 
also most valuable to have a picture of Callaly shortly before 
it became one of the lost villages of England. Excluding the 
three cottages at Street-Way, there are thirteen or fourteen 
cottages shown in the village, accommodating a population 
sufficient to suggest the remains of an arable economy. This 
possibility is borne put by the ridge and furrow shown at 
C and D on the plan.

The name Street-Way entered as 3 in the key to the plan 
is of interest to students pf Roman roads. It will be remem
bered that John Smart of Trewitt in a letter4 dated January 
.15, 1825, wrote of the Roman road from Rochester: “After

2 Northumberland County History, Vol. XIV, p. 532.
3 Bailey and Culley, General View of the Agriculture of Northumberland, 

p. 58 and plate V, fig. 4.
4 Gentleman’s Magazine, Vol. XCV, part 1, p. 39.



r  x c l r .
) JiA ( ’ /?<«&..;.A* -K,

,£>«•» Cyi ti. W-f/wi "Afii
(

PA NO RA MIC  PLAN OF C A L L A L Y .





passing through some fields at Lorbottle, it has been carried 
along the street-way in Mr. Clavering’s estate of Callaby 
[sic] Later he wrote5 of the road being carried along the

Street Way at Callaly. H. MacLauchlan, who surveyed 
this road in 1857 to 1859, wrote,6 “ the spot near the present 
entrance lodge, was occupied till lately by some cottages 
which were known by the name of Street-Way ”.

It will have been observed that there is a slight ambiguity 
here, in that Smart envisages Street Way as the road while 
MacLauchlan gives the name to the cottages. The key 
number 3 on the plan appears to relate to the cottages and 
so supports MacLauchlan. The distinction is doubtless 
somewhat fine but this will not diminish the satisfaction with 
which the devoted Roman scholar will view this image of the 
cottages to which MacLauchlan made reference.

It is owing to Major A. S. C. Browne and Mr. A. E. B. 
Owen that there is the opportunity to reproduce this interest
ing plan. The photographs are deposited in the Society’s 
library.

5 A.A. Vol. II, p. 246 (1832).
6 H. MacLauchlan, Eastern Branch of Watling Street, Memoir, p. 54.
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