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Summary
Excavations were carried out in a number of rock shelters 

and overhangs along Fell Sandstone crag lines in the Wooler 
region. Site A at Goatscrag proved to be an Early Bronze 
Age cemetery, yielding four cremation burials, two in En
larged Food Vessels, amidst abundant pits and “post holes”. 
Numbers of probably earlier flints were found. Parallels for 
the site and pottery are discussed. Goatscrag B yielded 
similar flints, and a number of rock-cut pits possibly con
nected with the activities at Site A. One site at Roughting 
Linn yielded only modern material. A second seemed un
suitable for any obvious activity on geological grounds, and 
this also seems likely in the case of sites investigated at 
Raven’s Crag. Overhangs at Bowden Doors produced a 
quantity of flints, and these and the Goatscrag flints are 
discussed. Some, and possibly all, of this flint material is 
Mesolithic.

Introduction and Physical Background
In north Northumberland, between Wooler Vale and 

the sea, lines of rocky crags scar the steep faces of the Fell 
Sandstone escarpments (Fig. 1), which extend S.E.-N.W. in 
two roughly parallel ridges, the eastern one about 3-4 miles 
from the sea, the other line a further 3 miles to the west, 
edging the flat expanse of the Till valley. The steep, bracken-
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covered scarps of both, rising to over 600 feet, face inland 
towards the mass of Cheviot. The gentle dip slopes, support
ing extensive heather moors, fall towards the sea, the sand
stone dipping beneath other rocks in the Carboniferous 
system such as the Scremerston Coal Group. On the east 
igneous intrusions form geologically different crag lines, such 
as Spindleston and Kyloe Crags. On the north the whole 
Fell Sandstone system vanishes beneath the glacial deposits 
of the Tweed basin.

These crag lines have been rich in prehistoric finds. 
Spindleston Crags and Budle Crags have produced some of 
the more notable Mesolithic material from the region 
(Buckley, 1925), andaKyloe Crags and their environs have 
produced a wealth-df-l^grffiZyafiouS^^riods, notably 
Neolithic pottery and axe-heads (TaitT 196 8~Tand a crescentic 
jet necklace (Brewis, 1928). Hill-forts of the Late Bronze 
Age/Iron Age perch on the edge of many of these scarps, 
as at Kyloe, Dod Law an^f at Ros Castle 
and 01^.^B e^c^^lie^4iff^^^hangs aBî '':rock shelters 
of the 'Fell Sandstone crags rise from soft, sandy floors, 
which have often yielded pieces of flint, sometimes actual 
implements. These finds in general span the period from 
the Mesolithic to the Early , Bronze Age. In addition to 
finds from the crags mentioned aboye;-and those described 
in this report,.'tfie writer has seen flints^from Dancing Green 
Hill crags- (N lf 0633) and from Cbekenheugh Ridge (NU 
0634). 1 i 'fcx!

The soft sandstone outcrops’,of, these scarps have often 
been carved by the wind into sfiapes more appropriate to 
desert country, notably at Cockehheugh Ridge and Bowden 
Doors. Most of the crag lines are simple outcrops, littered 
with massive boulders, but some form cliff systems. In 
places fissuresdiave'been "eroded at tlie parting line of layers 
in the rock, creating rock, shelters and overhangs. None are 
sufficiently, deep 'or complex to! merit jthe! label “cave”, 
though the m ost; developed, such as some of; those on 
Cockenheugh Ridge and Goatscrag and, most notable of
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FIG. 1. LOCATION MAPS FOR GOATSCRAG AND OTHER SITES DISCUSSED IN THE TEXT



all, St. Cuthbert’s Cave (NU 059353), provide deep, usable 
overhangs.

The writer was first attracted to these rock shelters and 
overhangs by their resemblance to systems in other regions 
which have proved rich in prehistoric finds. At the time, 
in 1967-8, they also offered a possible solution to the intract
able problem of pre-iron Age settlement in Northumber
land. Then there was very little settlement evidence for the 
Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age, scarcely anything in 
fact before the period of the supposedly Iron Age “camps”, 
in which the region abounds. Another lure was provided by 
the proximity of one of the most important cave finds in 
the country, at Heathery Bum, albeit from a limestone 
system.

A search for suitable sites showed that Goatscrag was 
clearly one of the most impressive available, and this and 
the nearby Roughting Linn sites, of rather different charac
ter, made up a convenient group for excavation in 1967. In 
1968 the Goatscrag excavations were completed, and trial 
excavations carried out along the massive wall of Bowden 
Doors.

Goatscrag

Goatscrag is a massive and prominent line of Fell Sand
stone cliff and outcrop 5+ miles N.N.W. of Wooler and 
2 miles E. of Ford (NT 977371). At this point the Fell 
Sandstone scarps after edging the eastern margin of the Till 
Valley interrupt their general S.E.-N.W. line and turn 
abruptly westwards for a mile, along Goatscrag and Broom- 
ridge, before turning north-westwards again at Dovehole 
Hill. As a result Goatscrag has panoramic views to the south 
and south-west over the whole of Wooler Vale, with the 
great bulk of Cheviot rising beyond. The Goatscrag system 
is only some 200 metres long, but it makes up for this in 
the height of its cliffs, 30-40 feet at maximum, and the 
dominance of its position. The 500 foot contour runs along



the foot of the crag, and a maximum height of 543 feet is 
reached on the dip slope behind the cliffs. On the west the 
crag ends at an old quarry. From the crag the bracken- 
covered scarp drops steeply to the farm road below, which 
follows the 400 foot contour line. Roughting Linn Farm 
nestles at the foot of the scarp, where the slope levels off, 
and the sandstone disappears beneath boulder clay. From 
here the land descends gradually across fields to the lip of 
the deep valley cut by the Broomridgedean Burn at 300 
feet, half a mile away. Immediately behind Goatscrag the 
dip slope of the escarpment supports rough grazing, with 
good short turf in places, but the sandstone soon dips under 
the Scremerston Coal Group, with the extensive peat 
deposits of Ford Moss only a quarter of a mile away to 
the north-west. Old coal workings abound on this system, 
particularly west of Ford Moss.

There were two obvious sites for examination along 
Goatscrag, Site A, at the east end of the system, almost 
directly above Roughting Linn Farm, and Site B, at about 
the middle of the line. Site A, the more impressive, was 
excavated from March 23rd-April 3rd in 1967, and from 
April 17th-22nd in 1968, and at weekends thereafter.

G o a tscra g  S ite  A 

The Site (Fig. 2, Pis. II, III and IV)

At this point a towering mass of jagged rock overhangs 
a platform which measures c. 17 m W.-E. and has a maxi
mum depth, measured from the extreme limits of the over
hang, of c. 5-20 m. Along the front of the overhang the rock 
is c. 2-50-3-0 m above one’s head, but the effective mouth 
of the recess, formed by a lower out-thrust of rock (profile, 
Fig. 3) is back from the edge of the platform, and only c. 1 m 
high, this inner overhang having a maximum depth of c.
3-65 m. From the front of the recess the rock ceiling drops 
rapidly to zero at its rear, so that work was severely



hampered by low headroom, especially over the western 
half of the site. On the eastern side the overhanging rock 
rises more steeply, without the lower out-thrust, so that 
headroom and working conditions were much easier.

The platform slopes markedly from W.-E., steeply at 
first, then levelling off somewhat, reaching a maximum of 
190 m below its starting point after 10-67 m. It then rises 
very slightly to its eastern end. Its floor tends to rise gently 
from the rear of the recess to the platform edge, where a 
pronounced ridge is created by a line of debris. In part this 
must represent tumble from the cliff above, but it may also 
reflect deliberate clearance of the platform floor of obstruct
ing stones (see below). The western end of the platform is 
dominated by aii enormous fallen boulder c. 3-30 m high 
4-83 m long W.-E., and c. 2-0 m thick at its base. Excavation 
showed that this rock occupied this same position in the 
Early Bronze Age (see below) and is not recent tumble; It 
effectively shuts off the western end of the platform and 
overhang, leaving only a narrow exit to the crag line beyond, 
and creates a sheltered area that one would think might 
attract some sort of prehistoric activity.

The front of the platform is grass-covered, but under 
the recess the floor is generally soft sand, the absence of 
vegetation reflecting both poor light and the activity of sheep 
seeking shelter. From the platform edge the land drops 
steeply, the slope averaging almost 1 in 2 to the farm 100 
feet below. The site is rendered even more unapproachable 
for most of the year by the dense bracken growth on this 
slope, and this was a principal factor in determining that 
these sites were dug in early Spring, when the bracken is at 
its lowest. But at this time of year work encounters other 
natural hazards, such as high winds, inclement weather, and, 
not least, colonies of fierce Fulmars which nest on the crags 
and make survey very difficult..1

1 1 am grateful to Mr. F. Harland who risked life and limb on the rock 
above Site A to assist in its survey.



The excavation (Figs. 2-5)

Positioning of trenches was determined by such diffi
culties as ceiling height. Soil disposal was a great problem 
with the land falling steeply from the edge of the platform, 
and was overcome by filling polythene fertilizer sacks (pro
vided by kind local farmers), and stacking them round the 
limits of the excavation.

As one might expect from the general W.-E. slope of 
the platform, there is a gradual increase in the depth of soil 
cover towards the eastern end. In boxes I-IV on the west 
the overburden averaged only 15-30 cms in depth, but in 
boxes V and VII at the east end the depth reached 1-20 m. 
The overburden consisted of layers of sandy soil, often only 
thin lenses, generally dark and drab in appearance, and 
not showing marked differences in colour or texture until 
the undisturbed surface was reached. This was generally 
orange in colour, ranging from reddish to brownish orange 
and in texture from tough decayed bedrock at the back of 
the recess to rather friable sandy gravel over much of the 
rest of the site. Topsoil, often loose sand, yielded modern 
material, such as pieces of china, in most boxes. It also 
produced older finds, including clay pipe fragments, one 
stamped with the monogram “W” (Appendix III) (Fig. 12), 
and three joining sherds of Medieval pottery (Appendix I). 
Several pieces of flint were found, including tools which 
unfortunately cannot always be dated more closely than to 
the Mesolithic-Bronze Age periods. (Appendix II) (Fig. 11). 
The layers below topsoil were generally much more com
pact, and yielded nothing which suggested they had been 
disturbed.

The natural floor of the platform was liberally studded 
with pits and holes. The latter on most sites might be 
interpreted as post holes, but those here were filled with 
sandy soil and at most a few small stones, with no trace 
of formal packing. However, the majority were concentrated



along the front of the platform where there was sufficient 
headroom for them to have contained posts. At one time 
it seemed possible that a line of these holes might be found 
right across the face of the overhang, suggesting some form 
of barrier, shutting off the burial area behind, but the pattern 
as finally revealed (Fig. 2) is by no means convincing in this 
respect. The “post holes” averaged 30 cms in diameter and 
20-30 cms in depth.

T he Pits

Four or five pits were discovered, three of them con
centrated in a group near the middle of the site where the 
recess is deepest. The pit in Box II contained a cremation, 
Burial 4, which will be described in greater detail below. 
An oval pit, beginning in Box I and extending under the 
baulk into Box II, measured 71 x 46 cms and 30 cms deep. 
Like all these pits it had steep sides, was flat bottomed and 
contained a uniform fill, in this case brown sandy soil. The 
pit in Box III was more nearly circular, 91 x 79 cms, and 
was 40 cms deep. Its fill of dark sand was disturbed by a 
cluster of stones at its centre. The “fire-pit” was rather 
smaller, 71 x 66 cms, and 26 cms deep, with near vertical 
sides and flat bottom. It was filled to its brim with charcoal, 
principally birch (Appendix V), with a few fragile scraps of 
burnt bone mixed in. A possible fifth pit in the S.E. corner 
of Box VI was over 30 cms deep around its western side, 
but it could not be traced around the eastern side, possibly 
due to the very friable nature of the subsoil at this point.

The Western Boulder

Box IV abutted on to the massive boulder which 
dominates the western end of the site. A narrow gully, 
10-15 cms wide and the same in depth, ran along the foot



GOATSCRAG A PROFILE & SECTION

metres

©  turf & topsoil

© dark  sandy, streaked with charcoal 

@  brown sandy



of the rock, beginning on the western, uphill, side at a 
neatly cut “post-hole” of similar character and dimensions 
to those described above. At first glance this might appear 
to be a drainage channel cut to carry away water running 
off the rock, but two points argue against this. Firstly, the 
hole at which the gully begins is a third of the way along 
the boulder, and there was no sign of the gully extending 
beyond it. Secondly, the other end of the gully, at the 
eastern limit of the boulder, is closed. One would have 
expected a drain to extend along the whole length of the 
boulder, and to be open at its downhill end to allow water 
to escape. Another possibility is that the slot held narrow 
timbers, perhaps planks, lining the rock face, with the 
terminal hole constituting an actual post-hole, but the only 
evidence of packing was one flat slab set on end in the slot. 
The nature of this feature must remain unsolved, though 
it does indicate that the boulder already occupied this 
position in the Bronze Age, when pits and holes were being 
dug into this site.

Clearance of the Site

A distinct ridge of stones and boulders, visible on the . 
surface, was found to run along the front of the platform, 
beginning at the western boulder. The platform behind this 
line was noticeably clear of stones, and it seems possible 
that the whole platform area had been deliberately cleared 
of what must have been a litter of stones in preparation for 
its sepulchral use. It is interesting to note that the main 
concentration of “post-holes” lies just within the cleared 
zone, adding weight to the suggestion that they may have 
provided the basis for some sort of barrier (Plate IV, 1).

Clearly some of these stones must represent rock-falls 
from the cliff above, but equally some, especially the mass 
of smaller material, must represent clearance from the plat
form.





Fig. !. Goatscrag Site A  : Cover slab over the Burial 2 urn, show ing
prop stone.

Fig. 2. Goatscrag Site A : 
Burial 3 cover slab.



Fig. 1. Goatscrag Site A :  Debris 
along front of platform.

Fig. 2. Goatscrag site B.



Fig. i . G oat
scrag Site B : 
Pit I



The B urials

Cremated burials were found at four places under the 
overhang, representing the remains of at least five indivi
duals.

Burial 1

The upper half of an inverted cinerary urn was found 
on the south side of Box II at the line where a low out-thrust 
of rock reduces headroom to approximately 1 m (Pl. II, 2). 
The lower half of the pot had been broken cleanly off, 
leaving a complete ring of broken edge. This was overlaid 
on its south side by a considerable spread of hard-packed 
sand, which extended southwards almost to the two post 
holes in Box III, and eastwards to cover part of the Burial 
4 pit in the S.E. corner of Box II. The urn was firmly 
embedded in “natural”, so much so that no pit was im
mediately discernible. The sand immediately around the 
vessel’s periphery was slightly softer and more mottled than 
the surrounding material, however, and contained many 
smears of whitish clay. Clearly a pit with vertical sides, 38 
cms in diameter and 18 cms deep, had been dug into the hard 
subsoil, just big enough to receive the inverted mouth half 
of the pot. It was so close-fitting in fact that the surrounding 
subsoil had to be removed before the vessel could be lifted.

It would be unusual for a Bronze Age burial to be left 
exposed, and it seems likely that sand would have been 
piled over the projecting vessel. Such a covering would 
soon have drifted away down the platform. The alternative, 
that only the rock-cut base of the pit survives, is unlikely, 
since the available headroom here would hot accommodate 
the deeper fill required and leave room to work.

At first it was thought that the urn, poorly protected, 
had been broken with the passage of time, but under these
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circumstances the missing fragments would have become 
widely scattered over the rest of the platform. In fact only 
one sherd conceivably from this urn was found elsewhere, 
in the upper fill of the Burial 4 pit (see below). The solution 
to this problem came with the emptying of the urn. The 
upper fill, around the broken edge, consisted of dark sand 
so tightly packed that one wonders whether it had not been 
deliberately tamped down to seal in the contents. Under
neath this compact material the missing sherds from the 
basal half of the pot were found, resting on the cremated 
bones. It thus seems that the pot had been broken as it was 
being placed in its tight fitting pit. This had been dug only 
deep enough to take the inverted mouth of the vessel, owing, 
perhaps, to the hardness of the rock floor. The break 
occurred at what must have been the pit’s rim level, an 
obvious breakage point. The burial party gathered up the 
broken pieces and placed them carefully on the burnt bones 
inside the surviving part of the pot, then covered it with 
sand.

The upper part of the urn (Fig. 9) is complete, but the 
lower half cannot be fully restored because of the very 
friable and fragmentary nature of the broken pieces. It is 
difficult, therefore, to be certain that all the urn is present, 
but this is likely in view of the absence of sherds elsewhere 
on the site. The pot belongs to the class of cinerary urns 
variously described as Enlarged Food Vessels or Food 
Vessel Urns, and its fine relief arcading might even once 
have attracted an “Encrusted Urn” label. The relief orna
ment seems worked up from the surface of the clay rather 
than applied, however. It will be described, and its affinities 
considered, more fully below. It contained the finely 
cremated remains of a young adult male (Appendix IV).

Burial 4

Scarcely one metre east of Burial 1 a pit was found in



the S.E. corner of Box II. This had vertical sides and a flat 
bottom, and had been dug about 30 cms into the subsoil. 
Scraps of burnt bone were found on its bottom, and another 
pocket of cremated bone, mixed with sand, filled a small 
elliptical hollow scooped in the pit floor. A burnt flint flake 
with traces of utilisation down one edge (Fig. 11:1, Appen
dix II) accompanied this deposit, which can represent only 
a token burial. The remains of at least one adult older than 
teenage are represented (Appendix IV). The rest of the pit 
was filled with a dark brown gravelly sand. A few pieces 
of charcoal and a sherd of pottery occurred in the upper 
fill, the sherd resembling the broken material from the 
Burial 1 Urn. Without knowing whether it did come from 
this urn, or whether it was deposited deliberately or drifted 
downhill naturally, it would be unwise to speculate on its 
possible significance for the relative sequence of Burials 1 
and 4. Its occurrence in the upper fill of the pit could 
indicate that Burial 4 is the earlier, though by an unknown 
margin. It should be noted that the urn burial and Burial 4 
pit were both covered by the same hard-packed sandy 
deposit noticed above.

Burial 2

The overburden had accumulated to a much greater 
depth, 1-20 m, at the eastern end of the platform, where 
the ground levels off. In the area of Box V the recess is 
shallower than at the western end of the site, and no attempt 
was made to clear to the back wall, because the rock ceiling 
descends almost to the surface sand (Pl. Ill, 1). Towards the 
northern, rear, end of the box a flat stone slab 10 cms thick 
and measuring 45 x 27 cms was found 35 cms down in 
what had hitherto been sterile, loose brown sand. It was 
propped up level at one comer by a small stone resting in 
the sand, and lay asymmetrically on the up-turned base of 
a pot. Study of the section suggests a reason for the prop



stone. The lowest two layers in this trench, including layer 
10 in which the urn was deposited, slope down towards the 
front of the platform, suggesting sand had been heaped up 
against the rear wall of the recess, spilling back downwards. 
(Sections G-H, J-K, L-J, Figs. 4, 5.) The piling up perhaps 
stopped when the base of the urn projected just clear of the 
sloping surface of layer 10. A cover stone placed on the base 
in this situation would have rested on the sloping sand

w ai MJrt a n  n a s i
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• FIG. 5. GOATSCRAG, SITE A, BOX V , SECTION L-J. FOR KEY SEE FIG. 4

behind the urn, but would have been poised in mid-air in 
front of it. The small stone would thus be needed to support 
the front of the slab before more sand could be thrown over 
to complete the concealment.

Unlike the Burial 1 urn the Burial 2 urn rested on 
“natural”, and was not set into it. There was no sign that 
it had rested in a pit, though a pit dug in such loose, crumbly 
sand might be difficult to detect. An envelope of fine brown 
sandy soil did hug the body of the vessel, but was certainly 
not pit-shaped. Further support for a covering mound rather 
than a pit is provided by the rough arrangement of stones 
which rest on “natural” like the urn and straggle up to it 
from the south-east corner of the box. The scarcity of stones 
under the overhang has already been noticed. The way in



which these stones are aligned on, and stop at, the urn 
suggests they were placed there deliberately at the same 
time as the urn and before it was covered over. That they 
were not a natural feature is proved by the broken flint 
scraper (No. 2, Fig. 11) found under one of them, though 
this need not be associated either with them or the burial, 
and could belong to an earlier period (Appendix II).

At first sight the small size of the base (12 cms) suggested 
a much smaller vessel than the Burial 1 urn, but it bellied 
out strongly as the surrounding sand was removed until 
another fine cinerary urn of Enlarged Food Vessel/Food 
Vessel Urn type was revealed (Fig. 10). This one was intact, 
and about the same size as the Burial 1 urn, though its 
decoration is simpler, and its relief ornament is applied 
and not pinched-up (Appendix I). The urn was packed with 
bones that were poorly cremated and thus in comparatively 
large pieces. The remains of two individuals were repre
sented, one a young adult, possibly female, the other a young 
child, aged about 2, suggesting a mother and child (Appendix 
IV).

Burial 3

Box VII was dug at the easternmost limits of the plat
form. Here the natural slope of the ground begins to rise 
again after briefly levelling out in the area of Box V. A flat 
slab very similar to that covering the Burial 2 urn was 
found 2-75 m east of the latter, though set deeper in the 
mottled brown sand, 65 cms from the surface. It was rather 
smaller than the Burial 2 slab, of multangular shape, about 
5 cms thick and measuring 30 cms by 30 cms (Pl. I ll, 2). It 
covered not another urn but a small patch of black and 
discoloured sand. This was seen to contain fragments of 
calcined bone, so was removed as one block. The deposit 
extended down to the bright orange subsoil. Again there was 
no sign of a pit, but a burial of this nature, without any



container, but with a cover slab, could only have been 
placed in a hole.

As in the case of Burial 4 only a token cremation is . 
represented, a young adult (Appendix IV). The deposit 
contained little charcoal, the black staining appearing rather 
to be of a peaty nature. It contained in addition to the 
cremated bone what may be half of a barrel-shaped bead, 
possibly of lignite or a similar material (Fig. lib). Probably 
associated with, and directly underneath the south side of, 
the burial was a large flint flake, struck but unworked (Fig. 
11:3, Appendix II).

Several finds came to light close to the slab and at the 
same level. 60 cms S.W. of the burial, a carbonised rod or 
wand was found, 60 cms long. Only 30 cms W. of the N.W. 
corner of the slab a small, very worn sherd of hand-made 
pottery was discovered, of much thinner and more compact 
ware than the typical urn fabrics of the two cinerary vessels 
found. Unfortunately the sherd is too featureless to permit 
more useful comment (Appendix I). Even less can be said 
about three small crumbs of crude pottery found 1 m W.S.W. 
of the slab. A small flint end-scraper was also found, 1 m W. 
of the slab.

Two worked flints found on the undisturbed subsoil 
belong almost certainly to the Mesolithic. One is a burin 
(No. 7, Fig. 11), the other a retouched and utilised blade 
(No. 8, Fig. 11).

It seems possible that Burial 2 was deposited earlier 
than Burial 3, in view of the latter’s peripheral position, 
though by how much cannot be determined. Both burials 
are contained in the soft sandy layer 10, but whereas this 
material may have been heaped up over Burial 2, Burial 
3 seems to have been inserted into it.

G o a tscra g  S ite B 

Site B is of very different character from Site A, much
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Fig. 2. Raven’s Crag: rock shelters investigated.



more open, with the overhanging rock soaring high above 
one’s head, and with a deeper, more nearly level platform 
(Pl. IV, 2). Its length is c. 18 m, its greatest breadth over 5 m, 
with a maximum overhang depth of 4-20 m. It is thus very 
similar to Site A in size. Only the western two thirds of the 
platform are actually overhung by the rock above, and 
work was concentrated here. The eastern end is much 
narrower, as well as being open to the elements.

The Excavations

Most of the platform actually under the overhang was 
explored. A small trench was also opened at the eastern
most limits of the platform, across the natural exit which 
would give access to the crag, and Site A beyond. After 
removing the turf and dark sandy topsoil from this trench 
large stones were encountered lying directly on bedrock. 
No finds or artificial features were discovered.

The shallowness of the soil cover over the whole plat
form was a great disappointment. Over much of the area 
explored it amounted to only a few centimetres of turf and 
sandy topsoil, deepening to 30-40 cms along the front of 
the platform, although here a thick layer of bird droppings, 
deposited by the Fulmars from the crags above, contributed 
to the greater depth. The undisturbed surface which every
where lay immediately under the turf varied considerably 
from bedrock, including pitched stones which could easily 
be prised up, to a tougher, more consistent decayed bed
rock. A thin, soft, light brown and cream sandy subsoil, 
slightly argillaceous, covered most of the area, with slabs 
of bedrock often projecting through it.

Twenty-one small pieces of flint, many of them minute 
chips, were found scattered through this thin soil cover, 
showing no marked concentrations. As recent material, such 
as pieces of modern crockery, was equally widely distributed 
in the same deposit, the flint can hardly be regarded as
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stratified. Seven of the twenty-one pieces are tools (Appen
dix II). They are characteristic of the rather unsatisfactory 
collections of flints generally attributed to the Mesolithic 
in the North East, but in the light of the present state of 
knowledge of this period in the region, categoric statements 
are difficult. The writer is grateful to Dr. Paul Mellars and 
Mr. Clive Bonsall of Sheffield University for the opinion 
that all these flints could be Mesolithic, but that reasonable 
certainty is only possible in the case of the fragment of 
microlith, No. 11 (Fig. 12).

After the remarkable discoveries in Site A, it was hoped 
that Site B would produce something similar, particularly 
when a group of four pits was discovered at the back of 
the overhang towards the western end of the site. All had 
roughly vertical sides and a flat bottom, and were cut 
c. 40 cms into bedrock. Pits I and III were separated only 
by a low ridge of loose rock, and in view of the nature of 
the Site B bedrock it was not possible to decide whether 
this represented pieces wedged artificially into this position 
or whether it was unexcavated bedrock. On balance the 
latter seemed more likely. Although the two pits were just 
touching, their fills did not permit a decision as to which 
had been dug first. Pit II was separated from them by a 
more substantial ridge of bedrock. In view of the close 
grouping of three of the pits and the area of platform avail
able for pit digging, their contemporaneity or near con
temporaneity seems likely. Unfortunately none produced 
finds (Plate V, 2).

Pit I was roughly circular, measuring 76 x 66 cms. Its 
upper fill consisted of dark, sandy soil, but below this there 
was a central core of brown soil c. 10-15 cms across, wedged 
around with stone slabs (Pl. V, 1). In a smaller hole such an 
arrangement would automatically have been interpreted as 
the cast of a post ringed by its packing stones, which indeed 
may well be the case. But these features occupy only the 
centre of the pit, and the space between them and the pit 
wall, 20-30 cms wide, was filled with charcoal. This charcoal
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fill was particularly close-packed on the south east, rather 
less so on the north, and was interspersed with dark sandy 
soil and stones on the west. As the charcoal was found to 
extend underneath the central stones and core, it seems 
likely that they were inserted into a pit already at least 
partially filled with charcoal.

Pit 11. This was c. 40 cms in diameter, and as it was cut 
right up against the back wall of the overhang, its side 
slopes on the north with the natural pitch of the rock wall. 
Its fill consisted of compact dark sandy soil, with only flecks 
and small pieces of charcoal.

Pit III. This was rectangular, measuring c. 75 x 40 cms. 
Like Pit II it was filled with compact, dark sandy soil, 
containing small pieces of charcoal and small stones, but 
the bottom 15-20 cm was looser and noticeably darker.

Pit IV. An oval pit 60 x 50 cms was found 1 m south 
west of Pit III, cut 20 cms through the subsoil and decayed 
bedrock that constituted “natural” in this area. Its flat 
bottom was covered with several centimetres of charcoal. 
This was overlaid by interleaved, sloping layers of fine soil 
and charcoal to half the depth of the pit (Fig. 8). The whole 
of the upper part was filled with dark, sandy soil, in
distinguishable from the general topsoil cover. On the north 
side some stone blocks had tumbled from the surrounding 
ground into the nearly full pit.

Analysis of the charcoal from Pits I and IV shows oak to 
be the main wood represented, with some birch also in
cluded (Appendix V).

Gully and “Stake-holes”

Along the south side of Box I, running W.-E. roughly 
under the edge of the overhanging rock, was an irregular 
gully, extending to a shallow depression in the S.E. comer 
of the Box. This depression contained a large boulder, and 
in its floor was a shallow circular scoop a few centimetres



deep and c. 20 cms in diameter. This depression did not 
appear in the adjoining boxes, so is unlikely to have been a 
formal pit. There was insufficient evidence to decide whether 
it and the gully were natural or artificial features.

To the north of the gully was a cluster of “stake-holes”, 
small, irregular holes of pointed profile, c. 4-6 cms across 
and the same in depth.

Other Features

Between Pit II and Pit IV, and nearer the latter, was a 
shallow circular scoop c. 25 cms in diameter, and 15 cms 
deep, with vertical sides and flat-bottom. It was filled with 
the ubiquitous dark, sandy soil. A smaller, oval scoop, only 
20 x 14 cms and 9 cms deep, in the N.E. corner of Box I, 
was filled with charcoal. Close by it was a small “pipe” 
c. 7 cms in diameter, filled with earth and charcoal and 
disappearing obliquely down into bedrock. It is difficult to 
explain this feature away, except as a natural phenomenon, 
or a modern drill hole.

Summary and discussion

The earliest activity at Goatscrag is represented by the 
quantities of flints widely scattered over both sites. The high 
proportion of retouched and utilised pieces is noteworthy, 
contrasting with relatively little waste material. This suggests 
that little chipping took place on the spot. Both sites have 
yielded material which is almost certainly Mesolithic, 
notably the partially backed blade from topsoil, and the 
burin and retouched blade found on “natural” under a 
metre of sandy soil, at the eastern end of Site A (Nos. 6, 7, 
8, Fig. 11), and the fragment of a microlith (No. 11, Fig. 12) 
from Site B. All of the material could be Mesolithic, but so 
little is known of flintwork of the Mesolithic, Neolithic and



Bronze Age in the Border region that more certain com
ment is impossible. But if only a proportion of the material 
is Mesolithic, it is unfortunate that it could not be associated 
with any features, and that the thin soil cover and subsequent 
activity should leave it without significant context. The 
absence of associated structures and hearths and the quantity 
and nature of the material suggests the brief and transitory 
presence of very small groups.

In the Bronze Age Site A was selected by cremating 
people using Enlarged Food Vessels (Food Vessel Urns) 
for a cemetery site. The platform was first cleared of debris. 
Activity was concentrated towards the western end where 
the massive boulder affords protection and the rock shelter 
is deepest. If this was the more important end of the site 
then possibly the burials here, 1 and 4, were deposited 
earlier than those at the eastern end. The evidence permits 
no certain conclusions as to sequence, but what little there 
is, as has been noted above, suggests that the token crema
tion Burial 4 may have been placed in its pit rather before 
the fine urn with Burial 1 was smashed as it was being set 
into its close-fitting pit; and that Burial 2, a double inter
ment, was deposited before token Burial 3. The urn burials, 
1 and 2, probably had mounds of loose sandy soil piled over 
them, but in the case of Burial 1 this has drifted away 
downhill. Burial 4 was in a pit cut into subsoil, but Burial 
3 may have been placed in a hole dug into the material piled 
over Burial 2. One would have expected the Burial 1 urn 
to have had a protective cover slab like those placed over 
Burials 2 and 3, but no signs of a suitable slab were found 
in the excavations. Various holes and pits, including a pit 
filled with charcoal, hint at complex rites associated with 
the burials. Some of the holes could have held posts, and it 
is just conceivable that some sort of wooden barrier was 
built along the edge of the platform, delimiting the sacred 
area behind. It is also just possible that some sort of wooden 
structure was built along the inner face of the great boulder 
at the western end of the site. There is no indication of the



span of time involved in these burials, but there is unlikely 
to be any great chronological gap between the two urns (see 
below).

Site B also had pits dug into it, some containing 
charcoal, and one is tempted to imagine that these played 
their part in the burial rites associated with Site A. This 
must remain conjecture, however, as nothing was found 
which can definitely be related to Enlarged Food Vessel 
users, and, indeed, the flint finds from this site seem more 
appropriate to an earlier period.

It remains to consider the place of Enlarged Food Vessel 
users and rock shelter burial sites in the British Bronze 
Age, and, more specifically, the background and chronology 
of the Goatscrag site and its pottery. The terms “Enlarged 
Food Vessel” and “Food Vessel Urn” are hardly satis
factory, but the former has become entrenched in archaeo
logical terminology, and in the absence of any more suitable 
term it has at least the merit of being descriptive. Such urns 
do have the shapes of certain Food Vessel types, notably 
bipartite, shouldered and ridged forms, but are two or three 
times bigger. Isolated Enlarged Food Vessel burials are 
common, and they often accompany interments in barrows 
and cairns (Jobey, 1968), sometimes in cists. But they are 
also a regular component in the multitude of cemeteries 
of diverse forms which were so characteristic of some 
cremating groups in the north British Early Bronze Age. 
The pottery in these cemeteries is frequently very mixed, 
various urn forms occurring side by side. Their inter-rela
tionship and whether any chronological and cultural differ
ences are involved pose serious problems, made more 
difficult by the absence of settlements or indeed any deeply 
stratified sites. It does seem certain that all these cinerary 
urns, including Enlarged Food Vessels, were being used in 
the Early Bronze Age, but what happened to them there
after is not clear (Burgess, 1969). Regional patterns can 
be discerned, but the regularity with which the different 
forms occur in the same sites suggests strongly that one may



be dealing with individual preference among the same 
people or closely related groups. The tendency to separate 
the various urn types has perhaps been over-emphasised, 
and Encrusted Urns are a case in point. It may well be that 
these should be held to illustrate a decorative technique 
rather than constitute a separate cinerary urn class, since 
urns exhibiting encrustation are otherwise basically 
Enlarged Food Vessels and even Collared Urns (cf. 
ApSimon, 1972).

The form of the cremation cemeteries varies consider
ably. Barrow cemeteries are widespread, particularly in 
North Wales (Lynch, 1970, 109-72) and the north-west 
(Bu’lock, 1961). There are various kinds of “flat” cemeteries. 
Many are accidental discoveries or old excavations, and it 
is not always clear in such cases whether the cemetery was 
enclosed or open. Enclosed cemeteries range from simple 
embanked sites, as at Todmorden, Lancs., (Bu’lock, 1961, 
Fig. II) to monuments which are clearly in the henge tradi
tion, as at Bleasdale, Lancs. (Varley, 1938), or Loanhead 
of Daviot, Aberdeenshire (Kilbride-Jones, 1935-6). At the 
latter site Enlarged Food Vessels and Collared Urns occur
red in almost equal numbers. Enlarged Food Vessel burials 
have also been found associated with stone circles, as at the 
Druid’s Circle, Caerns. (Griffiths, 1960). Set against this 
well-established cemetery tradition of Enlarged Food Vessel 
users, the Goatscrag burial ground appears unusual only in 
its siting. In an open setting it would have drawn far less 
comment.

Prehistoric cave and rock shelter burials occur widely 
in the British Isles, but where dating is possible they usually 
belong to the Neolithic, especially the' late Neolithic. 
Cemeteries as well as isolated burials are met with, but 
the burial rite is almost invariably inhumation. Notable 
cemeteries of this type can be quoted from as far apart as 
Cahirguillamore, Co. Limerick (Hunt, 1967), Gop Cave, 
Flints. (Daniel, 1950, 46), and Church Dale, Derbys. (Harris, 
1938). The cave burials from Bishop Middleham, Co. Dur



ham, may have belonged to this group (Raistrick, 1933), 
although a later, perhaps Iron Age, date is more likely. In 
some respects the Cahirguillamore cemetery provides an 
interesting parallel, a massive boulder shutting off one end 
of the site as at Goatscrag. But the burials here are at the 
foot of a cliff which overhangs but is not undercut, and 
culturally the site is totally different from Goatscrag. It does 
include Beaker ware in an apparently secondary context, 
however, which does approach nearer the period with which 
these notes are concerned.

At many of these Neolithic inhumation sites an attempt 
was made to enclose at least some of the bodies in a 
chamber, as at the first three sites discussed above. In view 
of the many pits and holes at Goatscrag, the possibility that 
a part or parts of the site were partitioned off must be borne 
in mind, even if there was no actual mortuary chamber as 
such. The apparent piling of sandy soil over Burials 1 and 
2 invites comparison with those Neolithic rock shelter 
cemeteries where spoil has been piled over bodies, as at 
Cahirguillamore again.

There seem to be few exceptions to this general pattern 
of Neolithic inhumation burials in caves and rock shelters, 
but there are rare instances of both cremation and cinerary 
urns. At Elbolton Cave, Yorks., for example, sherds of 
Collared Urns seem to have been associated with disturbed 
inhumation burials, but may have more properly accom
panied cremated remains found in the same deposit (Jones, 
1889, a, b). Such occurrences support the Goatscrag 
evidence in suggesting that rock-shelter and cave burial may 
well have continued from the Neolithic into the Early Bronze 
Age, though with cremation replacing inhumation. This 
would provide another example of continuity in burial and 
ritual from Neolithic to Early Bronze Age, already apparent 
in the idea of the cremation cemetery, henges, and avenues 
and other linear monuments (Burgess, 1969).

At present, therefore, there appear to be no close 
parallels to the Goatscrag cemetery in the British Bronze



Age. In its commanding position, open aspect and the 
shallowness of the rock shelter used it appears to be unique 
in this period. One wonders whether its superb views over 
the Till towards Cheviot provided one reason for its choice 
as a burial site. The apparent lack of similar sites may well 
be fortuitous. There are many other crag lines in the region 
remaining undug which could conceal similar burials, and 
it is perhaps true to say -that in regions where caves and rock 
shelters abound and have been much explored, sites as 
small and shallow as Goatscrag have probably been ignored 
in favour of deeper, more spectacular examples.

Both Goatscrag urns are examples of a well-known and 
common group of Enlarged Food Vessels characterised by 
a basically bipartite form, with a pronounced high shoulder 
dividing the pot into two unequal parts. The outline below 
the shoulder is uninterrupted; the upper part may be a simple 
straight, or more normally, hollow neck, or can be divided 
into two or more cavetto zones. Decoration, of simple cord, 
incised or jabbed motifs, is usually confined to the area 
above the shoulder, sometimes extending just below the 
shoulder. In some cases the shoulder may be emphasised 
with a groove or grooves, just one indication of Yorkshire 
Vase connections which are still not fully understood.

Many examples exhibit applied, more rarely pinched-up, 
relief ornament, and such vessels have generally been in
cluded among the Encrusted Urns. The relief ornament is 
usually confined to the area above the shoulder on British 
examples, but can more often extend on to the body in 
Ireland. The commonest motifs are zig-zag and wavy lines, 
arcs, diagonals, discs, rosettes and rings, alone or in various 
combinations, and generally combined with the impressed 
patterns discussed above.

In one of the simplest variations, better represented in 
the east than the west, there are short vertical bars in one 
or more of the cavetto zones. Goatscrag Urn 2 falls into 
this class, having such bars offset in both its cavetto zones, 
combined with a pattern of rows of short whipped cord



“maggots” down to the shoulder. Local parallels include 
a very similar but unfortunately fragmentary urn from 
Barrasford, combining bars in two zones with short cord 
impressions (Alnwick Castle Mus. Cat., 67, pl. xxii). Less 
close are a fragmentary urn from High Buston, which has 
bars in three zones and twisted and plaited cord ornament 
(Jobey, 1957), and one from Berwick in which the zones are 
of different width and thus their bars of different length 
(Fox, 1927, pl. xxi: 2). A close parallel from further afield 
is the urn from Newton Mountblairy, Banff (Fox, 1927, 
pl. xx i: 1), though this has bars only in its upper zone. Two 
vessels from Balrownie, Angus (Stevenson, 1940-1) and 
one from Branthwaite, Cumbs. (Fox, 1927, pl. xxi: 4) can 
also be included in this series, but differ from the Goatscrag 
urn in various ways.

One of the closest parallels for Urn 2 is that from 
Brynford, Flints. (Davies, 1949, 43), which has offset bars 
in both its zones, but a more economical impressed decora
tion consisting of jabs on rim, bars and cavetto ridges. 
Brynford is only 24 miles from Eddisbury, Cheshire, which 
has provided perhaps the best parallel for the relief arcades 
of Goatscrag Urn 1 (Varley and Jackson, 1940, Fig. 19E). 
Unfortunately only the upper part of the Eddisbury vessel 
survives. Its form is therefore uncertain, but seems to have 
been rather different from that of Goatscrag Urn 1. Unlike 
the latter’s pinched up arcades, those of the Eddisbury pot 
seem to be applied, and are combined with whipped cord 
ornament instead of the Goatscrag twisted cord. The basic 
form of Urn 1 belongs with the bipartite vessels discussed 
above, though these seem to offer no parallels for the fine 
relief arcading and twisted cord ornament of Urn 1.

The Brynford urn provides rare dating evidence for 
these vessels since it was found with segmented faience 
beads. Until recently these would have suggested a place in 
EBA 2, contemporary with Wessex II, dated c. 1500-1400 
B.C. in absolute terms (cf. Burgess, 1970), and implying con
nections with the Mediterranean world. Such long-accepted



concepts have recently been under attack, notably ̂ by 
Renfrew, who has not only thrown doubt on the Mediter
ranean source of British faience beads (Newton and 
Renfrew, 1970), but has also urged the separation of the 
Wessex Culture, and with it the whole of the British, and 
much of the European, Early Bronze Age, from familiar 
Mycenaean links (Renfrew, 1967). Contrary views have been 
expressed by Branigan (1970) in demonstrating the authentic 
background of the Mycenaean imports in Europe, and by 
McKerrell (1972) in a fundamental review of the whole 
problem. He both reasserts the Mediterranean source of 
British faience beads and attacks the Chronological objec
tions to Mycenaean connections, and goes far towards 
restoring the status quo. The Early Bronze Age in Britain 
and Europe may well have started two or three centuries 
earlier than was thought, but in Britain at least perhaps still 
lasted to the fifteenth century B.C., along with the Wessex 
Culture. McKerrell’s work suggests that the fifteenth 
century remains ■ the likeliest period for the arrival and 
circulation of faience beads in Britain. This, then, should 
be the date of the Brynford urn, and thus perhaps of Goats
crag Urn 2, and this conclusion is supported by everything 
else that is known of the position of Enlarged Food Vessels 
and cinerary urns generally in the Irish/British Bronze Age 
(Burgess, 1969).

R oughting L inn

The Broomridgedean Burn rises on the dip slope of the 
Fell Sandstone half a mile north of Goatscrag, flows east
wards for a short distance, then loops round to flow south- 
westwards, falling c. 30 feet over the notable waterfall at 
Roughting Linn2 less than half a mile E.S.E. of Goatscrag.

2 There are many versions of the. name, e.g. “Roughtin”, “Rowtin” , 
“Routing” etc. This word is from the Old English word meaning “roaring” , 
and is combined with the Celtic “Linn” , “stream” or “water” . I am grateful 
to my colleague Mr. Bailey for his comments on the name.



Below the fall the stream flows west and south-westwards, 
at first through a deep, narrow ravine. After two miles it 
turns north-westwards at Kimmerston, to empty into the 
Till just west of Ford Castle.

At Roughting Linn the stream has cut through the 
boulder clay and into the Fell Sandstone below. The water
fall must originally have developed a quarter of a mile 
downstream where there is a junction of the sandstone with 
the much softer cementstone. The fall has since gradually 
cut its way back upstream through the sandstone, producing 
a characteristic deep ravine.

The area has attracted much prehistoric activity. Just 
below the fall a strongly defended promontory fort occupies 
the spur between the ravine and a tributary stream. The 
interior of the fort is overgrown with scrub and mixed 
woodland, giving way to dense bracken all over the 
ramparts, and the site is notorious for its adders. Just out
side the ramparts in a clearing is the notable cup-and-ring 
rock. The land in front of the ramparts is flat but marshy, 
and this would have provided added protection. The 
Ordnance Survey maps mark the site of a tumulus in the 
woodland north-east of the ramparts.

The ravine is overgrown with plants characteristic of a 
dark, damp environment, and the fall is difficult of access. 
Stories of ghosts may be a local ruse to keep away visitors. 
In front of the fall is a large rock where Lawrence is reputed 
to have painted his famous Red Boy. The sandstone walls 
of the ravine contain numerous small fissures, including 
some just above the stream which would clearly be scoured 
out every time the stream floods, but two sites, one on either 
side of the stream, just in front of the waterfall, were higher, 
and seemed worthy of investigation.

The Western cave (Pl. VI, 1) (NT 982368)

The site is high up just below the rim of the ravine, and



well-hidden by vegetation. The sandstone overhangs a plat
form about 7 m long, creating a shallow cave of roughly 
triangular plan about 3 m deep. Headroom at the mouth is 
c. 2 m, falling to 0-6 m at the back. About one half of the 
site was cleared. The fill consisted of a uniform dark sandy 
soil on an uneven sandstone floor, attaining a depth of
04-06 m along the cave mouth. Unfortunately modem 

' material, such as bottle glass, was found all through this fill, 
and in the absence of older finds and a more significant 
stratigraphy, further work was abandoned.

The Eastern site (Pl. VI, 2)

This site was lower down than the western cave, a 
promising-looking fissure buried almost to its roof by 
material fallen from the cliffs above. This had to be cleared 
before the fissure could be explored, a task rendered diffi
cult by the presence of large tumbled boulders. Immediately 
in front of, and extending into, the fissure there were exten
sive traces of burning, and charcoal, decayed red sandstone 
and sand created a bright mottle of red, black and yellow. 
This deposit produced tiny fragments of calcined bone, much 
too small and abraded for identification. Unfortunately the 
fissure itself proved disappointing in its size and character. 
Not only was it a mere T20 m high at its mouth and 2-0 m 
deep, but was rendered useless for any activity by a natural 
sheet of sandstone which thrust outwards from its rear to 
divide its space horizontally into two. There were no finds.

B owden D oors and R aven’s Crag

Bowden Doors (NU 071326) is the greatest of the north 
Northumberland crag-lines, a wall1 of sandstone beginning 
just north of the Belford-Wooler road, 2 \  miles W.S.W. of 
Belford, and extending for over half a mile in a S.E.-N.W.



line. For much of the distance the rock forms vertical cliffs 
up to forty feet high. At both ends the system terminates 
at pronounced cross faults running S.W.-N.E. The 600 ft. 
contour lies along the foot of the cliffs for much of their 
length. The dip slope behind them drops gently north
eastwards towards the coast, supporting extensive heather 
moorland, the sandstone dipping almost immediately be
neath the Scremerston Coal Group, which has attracted 
much mining activity in the past. Immediately in front of 
the cliffs the ground falls away over rough tumbled material, 
then rises again up the dip slope of Raven’s Crag, with its 
crest about 150 yards away. A narrow valley, 150-200 yards 
wide, and overgrown with bracken, is thus created between 
the two crag lines, with the rise of Raven’s Crag effectively 
blocking off Bowden Doors from a view of Cheviot, and 
giving a very restricted outlook very different from that of 
Goatscrag.

Raven’s Crag is another Fell Sandstone, crag-line 
running parallel to Bowden Doors, but it is a much more 
broken and less impressive system and altogether more 
typical of these sandstone crags. Instead of cliffs there are 
discontinuous outcrops and piles of jumbled boulders, with 
occasional rock overhangs. On the north-west the crags 
begin at the 500 foot contour, but rise steadily and cross 
above the 600 foot contour at their south-eastern end. The 
whole line is completely overgrown with bracken. Just below 
Raven’s Crag the steep scarp slope levels off. Fields have 
been extended up to its foot and from here the land slopes 
gently down to the road a quarter of a mile away, running 
just above the 300 foot contour. The boulder clay, cover 
begins just before the road is reached. Beyond the road the 
sandstone gives way to cementstone.

A soft sandy floor extends along the foot of Bowden 
Doors, and before any work began small pieces of flint 
were picked up in this, including the tool no. 16 (Fig. 12). 
In places low overhangs have formed at the foot of the 
cliffs, and a group of these about 300 yards from the south



east end of the system were selected for excavation (Pl. VII, 
1). Unfortunately the work amounted merely to clearing 
away the soft surface sand, which averaged 10-15 cm in 
depth, and lay immediately on top of a mottled red and 
yellow clayey bedrock. The overhangs exposed had an 
average depth of only 2 m, with a mouth headroom of c. 1 m, 
and could hardly therefore be described as rock shelters. 
Material of various ages came from the loose sandy fill, in
cluding modem finds, and a sherd of Medieval pottery, prob
ably late thirteenth century (Appendix I). A considerable 
number of small pieces and chips of flint were also found, 
including several tools (Appendix II). The proportion of re
touched pieces is much smaller than at Goatscrag, however, 
and the quantity of waste material could suggest more 
chipping activity on the site. Again, as at Goatscrag, some of 
the pieces are probably Mesolithic, notably the notched blade 
segment (15), and the end scraper (16) and a possible burin 
(18), and all could be of this age. Most noteworthy is a small 
flake of fine dark material (19) showing utilisation down 
one edge but no retouch. This is a volcanic glass and not 
flint, probably a pitchstone, with Arran as the likeliest 
source. This occurrence is not too remarkable when con
sidered in the light of other finds of Arran pitchstone from 
the Border region (Ritchie, 1968, 121-3, map fig: 21).

Many of the pieces of flint have been burnt, as at Goats
crag, but although small pieces of charcoal were fairly 
common in the sandy fill, there were no signs of hearths or 
areas of burning, or indeed of any artificial features which 
could be related to the finds uncovered. These scanty traces 
suggest that in these Bowden Doors sites, as at Goatscrag, 
one is dealing with brief and temporary occupation by very 
small Mesolithic groups...............

Raven’s Crag

The small rock shelters selected for examination at



Raven’s Crag were very different from the cliff overhangs 
at Bowden Doors (Pl. VII, 2), and enjoyed a more open out
look westwards towards the western Fell Sandstone scarp 
and the Cheviots beyond. Unfortunately small trenches 
encountered not only massive tumbled boulders beneath the 
overhangs but also proved at least these sites to be geo
logically unsuitable for human activity. They appeared to 
lack the platform associated with overhangs explored else
where, the rear wall of the recess coming down to a sand
stone floor which sloped steeply down towards the mouth 
of the overhang, and on downhill. Other sites along Raven’s 
Crag may lack this characteristic, but it may be significant 
that no flint was found in the trenches dug, nor was any 
recovered in surface searches of likely sites along the crag.
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APPEN D IX i—PO TTE RY

A. PREHISTORIC POTTERY

1. Enlarged Food Vessel (Fig. 9) containing Burial 1, Goatscrag 
Site A, II. Intact to just below shoulder, lower body and base 
restored. Height 37 cms, rim diameter 33*5 cms, basal diameter 
12 cms. Of bipartite form, with trunconic body, high, well- 
marked shoulder and straight neck. The rim is slightly everted, 
with a deep, steeply angled internal bevel, and a narrow external 
bevel. The rim and neck down to the shoulder are covered 
with complex twisted cord patterns, executed with a rather 
large, coarse cord. The simple cord lines extending round the 
internal bevel are askew and overlap at many points. The neck 
is decorated with relief arcading, the individual arcades being 
worked up from the body of the vessel and ranging from 11-20 
cms in width. Each bears a different twisted cord pattern 
(Fig. 9b). Below the shoulder a zone round the upper part of 
the body is decorated with diagonal scorings. At one place a 
second, lower row was added at right angles to give a herring
bone effect, but this was not general, and the lower body was 
otherwise left plain. In contrast at another point there are no 
scorings at all below the shoulder, and such lapses combined 
with the uneven size of the arcades give a rather haphazard air 
to what is otherwise very fine decoration.

The outer surface of the vessel is good and smooth, with 
an almost burnished appearance in places. In colour it is light 
brown over much of the upper part, shading to a more blotchy, 
yellowish-buff towards the base. There is some, black staining 
around the rim. The inside surface is less smoothly finished, as 
would be expected, and is a generally duller and darker brown. 
The fabric is fairly hard, but the smooth surfaces contrast 
with the core, which is of similar colour, but extremely granular, 
flaky and friable, and is charged with grits up to 15 mm long. 
There is some evidence for ring construction, with obliquely 
angled joints.

2. Enlarged F ood Vessel (Fig. 10) containing Burial 2, Goatscrag 
Site A, V. Intact. Height 37 cms, rim diameter 33 cms, basal 
diameter 12 cms. Of bipartite form, with trunconic body and 
well-marked shoulder. There are two cavetto zones above the 
shoulder, each c. 5 cms wide, with applied vertical bars set in



OF THE VESSEL
( b )  DIAGRAM SHOWING RANGE OF DECORATION AROUND THE UPPER PART 
FIG. 9 .  GOATSCRAG, SITE A : (a )  ENLARGED FOOD VESSEL FROM BURIAL 1 I
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them, six to each zone, and offset. The rim is slightly everted, 
with a steep external bevel, and deep, slightly concave internal 
bevel. Decoration on the internal bevel, rim, cavetto zones, 
bars and upper body is in bold whipped cord “maggots”. 
These are variously arranged in rows of diagonals and verticals, 
with horizontal “maggots”, as well as diagonal and vertical 
ones, on the bars.

The surfaces of this vessel are much poorer than those of 
Urn 1, being generally more abraded, flakey and softer, with 
masses of distinctive grey grits projecting through. The colour 
is yellowish-brown. The overall impression of this vessel is that 
it is decidedly inferior, technically and in its decoration, to 
Urn 1.

3. Small, plain body sherd, from the upper fill of* the Burial 4 pit, 
Goatscrag Site A, II. In all respects this is, similar to some of 
the broken sherds from Urn 1, and it could belong either to 
Urn 1 or a similar vessel.

4. Small, plain body sherd, from Goatscrag Site A, VII, layer 
10, on the same level as, and only 30 cms W. of the Burial 3 
cover slab. Of very different character from the urn material 
discussed above, being much thinner (8-9 mm) and softer, with 
black and brown outer surface, reddish-pink inner surface, 
and a fairly homogeneous, dark core.

B. MEDIEVAL POTTERY

5. Body. sherd from Goatscrag Site A, in topsoil towards the 
front of the platform, at about the middle of the site. Buff- 
brown core, brown interior surface, exterior blackened due to 
staining or burning. Probably from a cooking pot. Second 
half of the thirteenth century.

6. Body sherd, from Goatscrag Site B, I, in the upper fill of the 
possible pit in the S.E. corner of Box I. Fine,* hard and 
horizontally corrugated, so thin that positive corrugations on 
the inside are negative on the outside, and vice-versa. Brown 
colour. Possibly from a jug. Second half of the thirteenth- 
early fourteenth centuries.

7. Body sherd, from Bowden Doors. In topsoil towards the back 
of the cleared overhang. Rough surfaced, creamy buff in 
colour. Possibly from a jug. Second half of the thirteenth-early 
fourteenth centuries.



. A PPEN D IX II—FLINT A N D  STONE FINDS

A. GOATSCRAG SITE A

Eleven pieces of flint came from Goatscrag Site A, and no 
less than eight show signs of retouch or utilisation (Fig. 11). 
Seven of the eleven come from Box VII, of which five bear 
retouch, one large flake was possibly utilised and was asso
ciated with Burial 3, and only one piece was waste. The

* proportion of tools and utilised pieces at Site A is thus extremely 
high. The marked concentration at the eastern end of the plat
form may have resulted from a natural west-east drift of 
material with the slope of the land, and may reflect the much 
greater depth of overburden at this end.

1. Flake with traces of utilisation down the long convex edge. 
Burnt white, and all surfaces, especially the fiat side, have a 
patchy “glaze”. Associated with Burial 4, at the bottom of the 
pit in the S.E. corner of Box II.

2. Part of a burnt implement of dark grey flint with white spots. 
The rest lost by heat fracture. Probably a scraper, almost 
certainly a badly made (and possibly unfinished) end-scraper. 
On subsoil, underneath one of the stones in the fine leading up 
to Burial 2 in Box V.

3. Large, curved core preparation flake, of rather poor grey flint 
with many lighter coloured intrusions. A small patch of cortex 
survives at one end. From directly underneath Burial 3, and 
probably associated with it.

4. Small end-scraper of brownish-grey flint, re-using a flake already 
heavily patinated creamy blue in colour. Cortex survives down 
one edge. Found in layer 10 at the same level as, and 1 m W. 
of, the Burial 3 cover slab.

5. Part of the edge of an implement, buff flint with white spots. 
Has retouch on both faces. Edge very worn. From topsoil, 
Box VII.

6. Partially backed blade of buff flint. Wear marks occur along 
the sharp edge on both sides, and on the fiat face of the oblique 
edge at the wider end. These may result from use. Found in 
topsoil towards the back of the overhang, Box VH. Probably 
Mesolithic.

7. Burin of black flint, with scars of three burin blows. Other 
end is heat fractured. Wear on the fiat face of the longest edge 
and end edges suggests additional utilisation, perhaps for
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scraping. Found on “natural”, Box VII. Probably Mesolithic.
8. Thin, slender blade of pinkish-buff flint, utilised and retouched 

down most of one edge, on both faces towards the pointed 
end. Not strictly a microlith. Wear marks down flat face of 
unworked edge could result from use. Found on “natural”, 
Box VII. Probably Mesolithic.

B. GOATSCRAG SITE B

Twenty-one pieces of flint were found at Site B, most of 
them tiny chips. Only seven show traces of retouch (Fig. 12) a 
much lower proportion than at Site A.

9. Narrow flake of reddish-brown flint, with whitish spots. All its 
edges show heavy, steep retouch, and signs of wear. From 
topsoil, Box I.

10. Broken end or tip of a flake or tool, in grey flint with white 
spots. It bears retouch, and shows signs of wear down one 
edge in particular. From topsoil, Box I.

11. Fragment of a microlith, of grey flint. Typical trimmed back. 
From topsoil, Box I. Mesolithic.

12; Flake of grey flint, with retouch on both faces and worn edges. 
Cf. No. 5, from Goatscrag Site A. From topsoil, Box II.

13. Notched flake, of creamy grey flint, with signs of utilisation 
on the keeled edge leading down to the point. Notch rather 
worn. From topsoil, Box II.

14. Curious flake, of grey flint with white spots, heavily retouched 
around all its edges. Possibly re-worked from another imple
ment. From topsoil, Box II.

15. Fragment of retouched flint flake, badly burned to a bluish- 
white colour. Much fractured and worn. Possibly part of a 
scraper. From topsoil, Box III. Not illustrated.

C. BOWDEN DOORS

Forty-three pieces of-flint, mostly tiny chips, and one flake 
of pitchstone were found at Bowden Doors, all in topsoil or on 
the surface. Only six pieces of flint show signs of retouch, a very 
much lower proportion than at Goatscrag.

16. Core trimming, of grey flint, finely retouched down the sharp 
edge, with some retouch, and signs of possible burin blows, on 
the blunted edge. Found on the surface by Miss Vivien 
Esslemont, daughter of volunteer diggers Mr. and Mrs. G. R.



FIG. 12. FLINT AND STONE FROM : 9-15, GOATSCRAG, SITE B ; 16-22, BOWDEN DOORS 
p .  FRAGMENT OF STAMPED CLAY PIPE BOWL FROM GOATSCRAG, SITE A



Esslemont, while exploring along the foot of the crags, 12.4.1968.
17. End scraper, of brown/grey flint, with retouch extending down 

both sides. Probably Mesolithic.
18. Notched blade segment, of pale brown flint with white spots. 

Steep retouch in the notch, and possible utilisation wear down 
the other, steep edge. Probably Mesolithic.

19. Possible burin, badly burnt and broken, with some retouch at 
the edge.

20. Tiny chip, of grey flint, from a larger implement, with retouch 
down one edge and the flat side polished. Not illustrated.

21. Tiny chip, of grey flint, from a retouched flake. Not illustrated.
22. Fine flake of pitchstone (from Arran?) with signs of utilisation 

down the convex edge. Black, with dull greenish tinge.
Dr. Paul Mellars and Mr. Clive Bonsall of the Department 

of Ancient History, Sheffield University, report that some of 
the flints from Goatscrag and Bowden Doors are almost 
certainly Mesolithic, and all (except those in definite Bronze 
Age contexts at Goatscrag) could be Mesolithic. But the 
material is hardly typical of Mesolithic assemblages, and in 
the light of the very scanty state of knowledge of prehistoric 
flintwork in the North East, further comment would be unwise 
at present.

APPEN D IX III— OTHER FINDS

1. Bead (Fig. lib ): a badly burnt and broken bead was found 
amongst the cremated remains of Burial 3 at Goatscrag A. It 
seems to be rather less than half of a barrel-shaped bead, c. 
13-14 mm long, probably with small, central axial perforation. 
The swollen body may have flattened off towards the ends, 
which were themselves probably flat. The material is fine 
grained, of woody appearance, suggesting it may be of some 
substance such as lignite rather than shale or jet. The core is 
black and the surface light and dark brown at present.

2. Clay pipe (Fig. 12p): bowl fragment, with part of a stamp, 
bearing the letter “W” inside an oval frame. From a large 
bowl. Nineteenth century? In topsoil, Goatscrag Site A. A small 
number of bowl and stem fragments of clay pipes were also 
recovered from the sites described in this report, but none bore 
identifying marks.



APPEN D IX IV— THE CREM ATED RE M AIN S  

Burial 1, Goatscrag Site A

Professor C. H. Tonge, T.D., D.D.Sc., M.B., B.S., B.D.S.
Mr. J. R. Porteous, M.D.S., B.D.S.

Dental School, University of Newcastle upon Tyne

The skeletal remains were fragmented and extremely friable. 
The bone was highly calcined, and some fragments were fused 
together suggesting that this was the result of a most efficient 
cremation. None of the fragments was more than 2-3 inches in 
length, but sufficient of the architecture was apparent to suggest- 
that this represents the remains of a human skeleton of a young 
adult subject.

The Skeleton

There were several clearly defined pieces of cranial bone with 
the characteristic inner and outer tables. It was possible to identify 
two pieces of petrous temporal bone, one piece of occipital bone and 
one of parietal bone. The fragments of parietal bone were fairly 
close to the temporal fossa, but there was no evidence of suture 
lines on the specimen. The inner table and diploe are consistent 
with the skull of an adult, and the external table exhibits evidence 
of ridging to which the temporalis muscle and its overlying fascia 
have been, attached. It is impossible to sex with accuracy on frag
ments such as this, but it could be stated that they are consistent 
with those of a male skull.

There was one section of long bone shaft suggesting the presence 
of the linea aspera of the femur. There was also a small fragment 
of rib insufficient for more accurate identification.

The Dentition

The remains of five teeth were recovered after all the debris and 
earth had been removed by sieving. Four of these teeth consisted 
of a small amount of coronal and radicular dentine, but they could 
not be specifically identified. However, the fifth tooth had the typical 
anatomical shape of a fully formed upper first maxillary premolar



tooth. The first maxillary premolar is normally fully formed by the 
age of 15 years. There was no enamel on these teeth, but the 
intense heat would have caused this layer to split off.

We consider that these were fragmentary skeletal remains of a 
young male subject.

Burial 2, Goatscrag Site A

Professor C. H. Tonge, T.D., D.D.Sc., M.B., B.S., B.D.S. 
and Miss J. Weyman, M.D.S., F.D.S.R.C.S., D.Orth.R.C.S.

Dental School, University of Newcastle upon Tyne

The remains consisted of fragmented bones representing two 
skeletons, including the dentitions of two individuals, one a child 
and the other an adult.

The Bone Remains

There were no bone fragments larger than 3 inches, most being 
very much smaller. Many showed evidence of calcination but the 
cremations had not been very thorough.

Skeleton of the adult

The third, fourth and fifth lumbar vertebrae were present in a 
state which revealed a great deal of the architecture of their bodies 
but their processes were incomplete. Fragments of the sacrum 
together with remnants of the cervical and thoracic vertebrae were 
present. One of the thoracic remains was almost certainly identi
fiable as a fourth thoracic vertebrae. The parts of the long bones 
which were identified were all in a fragmented condition as were 
also the rib elements. Several heads and necks of ribs could be 
identified but it was not possible to classify them numerically. The 
skull was in very small pieces but individual parts of it could be 
identified as belonging to an adult; in particular the right petrous 
temporal bone together with the internal auditory meatus.

The most complete part of the adult skeleton was the meta- 
carphus and phalanges of the hands which included some third 
phalanges. There, was no real evidence on which it would be pos
sible to determine the sex of the skeleton although the. lumbar 
vertebrae looked like female vertebrae. There was no evidence of 
skeletal disease or ante-mortem fracture.



Skeleton of the Child y

The skeletal remains which were identifiably of the child were 
those of long bone fragments, in particular the femur and the 
humerus. Because of the warping of these bones associated with 
other segmental disintegration in a crescentic fashion .it is con
sidered that this distortion might have been brought about during 
an incomplete cremation. The bone fragments are in accord with 
an age of two to three years which fits in well with the dental 
findings.

C.H.T.

The Dental Remains

By sifting the debris from the urn after most of the bone pieces 
had been removed, fragments of teeth were collected. These were 
the roots of the teeth which are to a certain extent protected in a 
cremation by their bony covering. Few had any enamel remaining 
as this is lost when subjected to fire by shattering and exploding 
off. The roots however have characteristics which assist in identifica
tion and in spite of their fragility it was possible to sort the collected 
fragments in an order approximately to normal, giving each tooth 
the usual number of roots and making sure that the form of these 
roots was appropriate to that tooth.

It was found that there was an almost complete set of permanent 
teeth and another of the deciduous dentition. There were therefore 
two individuals represented by the remains, an adult and a child. 
No teeth were found that were not human in form, and there were 
no fragments in excess of the two dentitions.

Teeth of the Adult

This dentition consisted of 32 teeth and all the roots appear 
to be represented by at least some fragment. Most of those teeth 
with 2 or 3 roots had these separated by the loss of the crown, the

exceptions being —~  which were virtually complete except for

the absence of the enamel. The size of the roots appeared about 
average or slightly below, which would tend to suggest, but not 
definitely indicate, a female. The apices were well formed with'no 
sign of hypercementosis, and their appearance points to. an adult



over the age of 20 years since the third molar roots are fully 
formed.

Teeth of the Child

There were 21 teeth in all, 20 of the deciduous and 1 of the

permanent series. Apart from roots of the deciduous

teeth were separated where there was more than one, and all 
the enamel was missing except for a lower incisor. The de
velopment of the roots was complete but resorption of the apices 
of the incisors had not commenced. This indicates an age between 
2 and 3 years. A permanent tooth germ was found and arbitrarily 
labelled / 6 although it may have been that of any of ‘ the first 
permanent molars. The crown only was developed and that was 
not complete. This strongly suggests an age of 2 rather than 3 
years.

J.W.

Conclusion

The remains are of two skeletons, not very well cremated. 
One is an adult, possibly female, young but over the age of 20 
years, and without any evidence of bone disease. The second is of 
a child about 2 years of age, sex unknown.

Burial 3 , Goatscrag Site A

Miss J. Weyman, M.D.S., F.D.S.R.C.S., D.Orth.R.C.S.
Dental School, University of Newcastle upon Tyne

The material examined consisted of several lumps of earthy 
substance with fragments of bone intermixed. The constituent soil 
was made up of three layers graduating one into the next. At one 
surface it was pinkish grey and generally quite hard and coherent 
suggesting heat treatment. This changed into a dark brownish 
friable soil containing a few pieces of charcoal. Both these layers 
contained crystals such as might be derived from a sandstone 
soil. Below this the material changed to a fibrous texture, light 
weight and brown, containing small pieces of decayed root and 
suggestive of peat.
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Intermingled with the dark brown and into the “peaty” layer 
were pieces of bone thoroughly cremated and very fragile. All were 
small and gave no indication of their origin. Among these fragments 
were the remains of some teeth, also very fragile. These were 
radiographed. The fully formed root of a human premolar was 
recognisable and assuming that this came from the cremated bony 
remains, the evidence is that this individual was a young adult. 
The other tooth fragments were too incomplete to give more 
information and there is no evidence as to whether the remains 
were those of only one or of more individuals.

Among the material one object was found which could have 
been part of an artifact. It was black and friable and the broken 
surface showed the fibrous appearance of charcoal. It was 1*4 
cm long and formed part of a cylinder tapering at both ends. Its 
shape and appearance suggested it might have been part of a jet 
bead which had been subjected to heat.

Burial 4, Goatscrag Site A, and other burnt bone

D. A. Luke, B.Sc., B.D.S., F.D.S., R.C.S.
Dental School, University of Newcastle upon Tyne

Burial 4t Goatscrag Site A

Within a large mass of brown inorganic material are pieces of 
calcined bone and teeth. The largest pieces of bone are less than 
3 cms in length and may represent splinters of long bones. Frag
ments of roots and crowns of teeth are present and their nature 
can be confirmed radiographically. The roots probably represent 
the remains of maxillary and mandibular molar teeth of one or 
more human adults. All roots found had completed their develop
ment, suggesting that their original possessor(s) had at least reached 
teenage and were probably older.

Goatscrag, Site B, //, from topsoil

The material consists of one piece of calcined bone 1*4 cms in 
length. Its features are not inconsistent with those of a human 
bone.



Roughting Linn, east “cave”

The material consists of a brown granular substance containing 
fragments of charred wood and several small pieces of calcined 
bone, none of the latter being larger than 3 cms. The bone frag
ments may be those of a long bone although it is not possible to 
identify the anatomical site or species of origin. No dental remains 
are present.

APPEN D IX V— THE CH ARCO AL  

Barbara Esslemont

Several bags and boxes of charcoal from various locations at 
Goatscrag were presented for examination. An over-riding impres
sion of the material as a whole is its small size, representing for 
the most part twigs and young branches up to c. 18 mm in diameter, 
with few pieces longer than a few centimetres. Brushwood and 
scrub material seems to have been deliberately preferred, and there 
is little sign of larger branches being used. Five twigs from Site B 
show a clean, transversely cut end.

Site B, I, Pit IV

Most of the large quantity of material examined comprised 
small twigs of 2-8 mm diameter. The following identifications were 
possible: —
Quercus sp. (oak) 55 
Betula sp. (birch) 5

One oak and one birch sample had ends showing clean, trans
verse cuts. There were also several gnarled and twisted pieces which 
may be heather roots.

Site B, I, Pit I

The material from this sample comprised generally larger twigs 
than those from Pit IV, ranging up to c. 16 mm in diameter.

From the upper charcoal layer: —
Quercus sp. (oak) 36 
Betula sp. (birch) 8



Two oak twigs had ends with a clean, transverse cut. One of 
these was unusually large amongst the Goatscrag material, 40 mm 
in diameter, and with eight growth rings.

From the bottom of the pit: —
Quercus sp. (oak) 18 
Betula sp. (birch) 5

Site A , “fire p i t '

The material for the most part comprised twigs up to 18 mm in 
diameter. Microscopic examination of a random selection of 
samples showed birch to be overwhelmingly dominant, and macro
scopic examination suggested the trend is repeated through the 
rest of this material.
Betula sp. (birch) 31 
Quercus sp. (oak) 5

From soil immediately around Urn 2, Site A

The four samples examined all proved to be oak, including 
one piece only partially charred with an end suggesting it was cut 
and then snapped. This piece may have been from something 
larger than a twig.

Burial 5, Site A

The few fragments presented for examination were very small, 
fragile and only partially charred. All were probably oak.

Most of The samples show the familiar dominance of oak, so 
that the prevalence of birch in the “fire-pit” provides a clear con
trast. It was only possible to deal with a random selection of the 
large amount of material from Goatscrag, so that the notes given 
here can serve only as a general indication of the timbers present.
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