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Sum m ary

BETWEEN 1961 AND 1964, a series of excavations was carried out in 
Durham City to the west of the modern streetline of New Elvet. Occupation 
dating from the late 13th century was examined, and evidence was found 
for flooding and levelling in the 14th century. The site was then re-developed 
as a pair of burgage tenements fronting the street, with a boundary wall 
between them, and the properties continued to develop into the modern 
period, featuring light industrial aspects.

These excavations were followed in 1973 by a short rescue operation in 
a large area to the south. This yielded evidence for occupation overwhelmed 
by flooding in the late 13th or early 14th century. This was followed by the 
building of a river wall and the development of a tenement. Industrial activity 
was evident from the 17th century and concluded with that of Forster’s 
Brewery.

In t r o d u c to r y  N ote

New Elvet 1—All the excavations which form the subject of this report were 
carried out in advance of development by the University of Durham. The 
most important series, those carried out between 1961 and 1964 (henceforward 
cited as “New Elvet I”), preceded the erection of the University’s new Arts 
Block, “Elvet Riverside I”. Buildings near the north end of the west side 
of New Elvet were demolished in 1961, and a trial excavation was carried 
out during week-ends from November 1961 to June 1962 under the direction 
of Mr. D. Parsons, Dr. B. Dobson, and Miss A; Dornier. The results were 
sufficiently encouraging for Mr. J. E. Parsons to undertake full-time direction 
of the work on a larger, scale, and two more seasons of excavation followed: 
25th April to 22nd July, 1963, and 12th March to 30th April, 1964. These 
excavations were financed by the (then) Ministry of Works. Durham City 
Council made a grant of £100 towards the cost of the excavations, which 
is gratefully acknowledged, and a number of volunteers took part, encouraged 
to do so by Dr. J. Kewley, from Neville’s Cross College and from St. Hilda’s 
College by the Principal, Miss Joachim.
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New Elvet II—The 1973 excavation, “New Elvet II”, took place on the site 
of the Hatfield View Housing Estate. The area was made available through 
the consideration of Durham University authorities from November 1972 
to February 1973. The work was carried out at week-ends, apart from one 
week full-time during the Christmas vacation. The excavations were sup
ported by a grant of £250 from Durham University Students Union, to whom 
grateful thanks are firstly due for their leadership in providing funds. A 
further grant of £250 was received from the University Excavation Com
mittee’s research resources. The excavation was carried out by members of 
Durham University Archaeological Society, the author acting as site director, 
Miss S. Acheson-Gray having responsibility for finds, P. Gosling for site 
administration, and B. H. Gill for photography. The author would like to 
thank Professor Cramp and P. J. Casey for advice and practical assistance; 
Brian Gill for preparing the plans and sections of both excavations for publi
cation, and for much help besides, including Plates XI to XV; Miss J. Dobie 
and Miss C. Hills for drawing the pottery; Mr. Fowler for the use of his 
warehouse, P. Tyson, D. Coxwell and Miss L. Elmhirst for assistance with 
supervision, and the members of the Society and University, and the people 
of Durham City who gave up their week-ends to come and help during a 
cold and wet winter.

The results of these excavations are here combined in the belief that they 
are complementary, both as regards the archaeological material recovered 
and its historical and topographical context.1 A short review of the topo
graphical and documentary evidence for the Elvet area is here followed by 
separate descriptions of the New Elvet I and New Elvet II excavations. The 
finds are combined on p. 126 and include reports on the medieval and post- 
medieval pottery, with a note on coins by P. J. Casey, and on bottles by 
B. H. Gill.

B a c k g r o u n d  to  the  E xcavations

Topography—Durham City is a medieval city of major importance and its 
central peninsula is a natural candidate for early settlement. In the present 
layout of the town, that of the middle ages can be readily seen: a central 
nucleus on the peninsula which tended to control the development of the 
suburbs, Elvet among them, through the positioning of bridges. The earliest 
crossing places are not known, but the 12th Century bridges at Fram-

1 The description of the 1961-64 excavations 
has been prepared from records deposited by 
the excavators in the Department of Archaeo
logy at Durham . This would not have been 
possible without the assistance of M iss R . B. 
Harbottle, whose advice and work on this 
m aterial was invaluable. M r. J. E .  Parsons has

unfortunately been prevented by ill-health from  
fully processing the results of his skilful work 
in 1963-64; the account presented here, pre
pared with his knowledge, cannot therefore be 
regarded as definitive, or as valuable as a 
comprehensive report by the excavator himself.



wellgate and at Elvet probably replaced or improved fords. Another bridge. 
Bow Bridge, was in existence in the 15th Century situated near the site of 
the modern Kingsgate Bridge.2 This too may have been on the site of a 
pre-existing ford.3 The river itself took a pre-glacial course across the neck 
of the modem peninsula, and has remained mobile in historic times.4 The 
high ground marked out by the river, now occupied by Gilesgate, Crossgate, 
St. Oswald’s Church and Maiden Castle, would, in addition to the peninsula 
itself, offer reasonably drained land on which settlement could begin. 
These heights consist for the most part of thick fluvioglacial sands overlying 
coal measures. Coal, sand and gravel have been mined or quarried in many 
places for fuel or building materials respectively.3 These activities, together 
with the changes effected by the river have most probably obscured some 
of. the early archaeology of the city.

Documentary Evidence—In a famous passage, Symeon of Durham recorded 
the arrival in 995 of the itinerant monks of Lindisfarne with their relics at 
Durham, where the existing population was cultivating, a small level area, 
of the peninsula, which was otherwise “thickly wooded and not easily 
inhabited”.6 It would seem that Symeon at least expected earlier settlers to 
be living elsewhere, but there is no good reason for supposing, even if this 
were so, that such a settlement need be in Elvet.7 More convenient to settlers 
cultivating the peninsula would be the Gilesgate area or the saddle between 
them. Nevertheless there is a little evidence, to suggest that Elvet, perhaps in 
association with St. Oswald’s church, is of some antiquity. The place-name 
occurs twice, although of somewhat dubious identity, before the tenth cen
tury : in 763 Peohtwine was consecrated Bishop of Whithorn at “Aelfet Ee”, 
which has been identified as “Elvet, part of Durham”,8 as has the “Alutthelia” 
where, in 844, according to Roger of Wendover, King Raedwald of Northum
bria fought a battle against “the pagans”.9

In the Monk’s Dormitory of Durham Cathedral are a number of cross
shafts taken from the tower of St. Oswald’s church, one of which is dateable

2 Victoria County H istory o f Durham, Vol. 
I l l ,  (1928) (henceforward V .C .H ., I I I ) ,  p. 63.

3 To test this notion, M r. Parsons levelled 
the river bed between Elvet Bridge and a point 
opposite Bow Lane. The shallowest point was 
near Hatfield College Boathouse and may 
indicate the site of a ford. N o footings for a 
bridge were found. M r. Parsons is grate
ful to M r. Gowland of the River Board 
Authority, and in particular to M r. Merrington 
and his sub-aqua group for their assistance. 
See also C . E .  Whiting, “The Castle of Durham  
in the Middle Ages” , A A 4, X  (1933), Map  
facing p. 132.

4 See below p. 95.
5 An Atlas of Durham C ity , ed. H . Bowen-

Jones, Department of Geography, Durham

University, 2nd Edition, 1965.
6 Robert Surtees, The H istory and A n ti

quities of the C ounty Palatine of D urham , 
V ol. I  (1816, reprinted 1972), x, note k.

7 Analysis of deposits beneath North Bailey 
suggested that an “ extensive” area of the penin
sula had been cultivated, if not occupied, for 
perhaps a century before the arrival of the 
monks. See T . Whitworth, “Deposits beneath 
the North Bailey, D urham ” , Durham University  
Journal, L X I  (1968-9), 18.

8 D . Whitelock, (ed.), English Historical 
D ocum ents, (1955), 164.

9 Ibid., 256. But see C . E . Blunt, “Anglo- 
Saxon Coinage and the Historian” , M ed . Arch. 
IV , (I960), 9, where this, but not the other 
identification is disputed.



to the tenth century,10 while the dedication of the church itself is of course 
of some interest.

On the basis of this and other evidence, the Victoria County History 
supposes the original settlement implied by Symeon’s remarks to be on the 
high ground containing Hallgarth Street, Church Street, and the church of 
St. Oswald, and known in the Middle Ages as “Elvet Superior”.11 This was 
the district, still marked by some remains of ancient tithe barns,12 which was 
later the site of the Prior’s Hall and saw the development of the Barony 
of Elvet.

It is not certain when this early settlement (if such there was), became 
incorporated in a city of Durham. Much of the earliest documentary evidence 
has been shown to be unreliable;13 the well-known' information that the 
suburb of Elvet was granted in 1091 to the Convent as a Borough, where 
the monks should have 40 merchants’ houses and tradesmen’s shops, derives 
from a forged charter of the 12th century.14 It has however been suggested 
that the document may at least reflect a contemporary situation.15 By the 
late 12th century a suburb at Elvet was certainly developing, following the 
construction by Bishop Pudsey (1153-1195) of Elvet Bridge, which still retains 
12th century fabric at its eastern end.16 This suburb has been confidently 
placed in the district of the modern Old Elvet, although it was then known 
variously as “New Elvet” or perhaps more significantly, the “New Borough’’.17 
It became, by virtue of the new bridge the main route from the south, and 
probably attracted much of the traffic away from the previous main route, 
by South Road and South Street and over Framwellgate bridge, from which 
the Prior’s Barony at Elvet Superior had stood to benefit. Nevertheless it 
is probable that both routes remained active, and with the mobility of the 
river to contend with, necessarily so. The Victoria History remarks that from 
about the middle of the 14th century, little distinction between Barony and 
Borough seems to have been made. The boundary between them continued, 
nominally at least, to be that of Prior Bertram’s Charter,18 that is, along 
Raton Row (now Court Lane). Raton Row also led to the Scaltok Mills, 
and must have been an important road until the mid 15 th century when 
the river altered course at Maiden Castle, bypassing the mills, which there-

10 R . J. Cram p, “A  Cross from St. Oswald’s 
Church, Durham , and its stylistic relationship” , 
Durham  University Journal, L V I I I  3, (1966), 
119; see also R . J . Cram p, A  Short G uide to  
the Pre-Conquest Sculptured Stones in The 
D orm itory , Durham  Cathedral, (1971), N o. 15. 
Professor Cram p remarks that the stone “may 
have marked the spot where the community 
of St. Cuthbert stayed while they built the 
Cathedral on its present site” .

11V .C .H ., I l l ,  61.
12 O S N Z  2785 4198.
13 Durham  Episcopal Charters 1071-1152,

ed. H . S. Offler, Surtees Soc., Vol. 179, (1968), 
Introduction.

™ V.C.H ., I l l ,  61.
13 Professor OiRer has remarked of this 

charter that it is “despite a few doubts and 
ambiguities . . .  a sober effort to reconstruct a 
written title to possessions nearly all of which 
the monks were probably enjoying by 1096” . 
{op. cit. in note 13, 14.)

16 OS N Z  24SE Antiquity No. 19.
17 V .C .H ., I l l ,  61.
1&ibid., n. 89.



after became defunct.19 In theory, traffic emerging from Raton Row on to 
New Elvet could have continued straight on by Water Lane to the river, 
where an early crossing place has been suggested,20 rather than cross by 
Elvet Bridge; but the haulage problems implied by this former route do 
not recommend it. By the time of Speed (1611), any earlier Water Lane which 
may have existed is no longer in use, and the present pattern of main streets 
is established. Speed also shows both sides of the modern New Elvet fully 
built up.21

That these New Elvet dwellings were in constant danger of flooding in the 
post-medieval period and earlier is shown by the records. The great flood of 
1722 submerged the district,22 while that of 1727 stopped all communication 
between Shincliffe and the city.23 In 1772, the central arches on Elvet Bridge 
were swept away, as were Mr. Wilkinson’s coachworks and other buildings, 
the debris being retained by the houses behind them.24 Earlier floods are 
recorded for 1682 and 1683, while the repair of Elvet Bridge in 1463 probably 
also followed flooding.25

In i the 18th and 19th centuries the modem district of New Elvet was 
attracting light industry of various kinds. The street directories of 1827 
mention bakers, braziers, bootmakers; butchers, dyers, coachbuilders and 
cabinet makers, but the majority were brewers and publicans*: these also 
remaining the predominant activities until the early 20th century.36

The general picture provided. for Elvet hy the surviving documents and 
monuments is, therefore, that an early settlement in the neighbourhood of 
the present St. Oswald’s church, though not necessarily earlier than the 10th 
century, was followed in the 12th century by the foundation of a separate 
New Borough at the east end of a new Elvet Bridge. The boundary between the 
New Borough and the older; settlement (the Barony), was a route of uncer
tain origin, serving before the middle of the 15th century as the mill road. 
Both settlements subsequently expanded, and the street connecting-them 
was fully built up by the early 17th century. By . this time the; street, now 
“New Elvet”, had also become important as a major approach road: to: the 
city over Elvet Bridge. New Elvet developed thereafter as a light industrial 
district concerned principally: with brewing. ’

19 Information from M r. - Martin Snape, • 23 ibid.
Department of Palaeography, Durham.- . 24 E . Mackenzie and M . Ross, A n Historical,

20 See above, p. 93. Walter Lane was located topographical, and descriptive view  of the
from earlier maps roughly under Hatfield View County Palatine of D urham , I I  (1834), 353.
R oad : (OS) Maps 1/500.. X X V I I .  . 1.24: :and 25 Surtees op  c/7., Note 21, 6.
1/1250 N Z  2742 S E  (I960).' - 26 The Street directories list 17 brewers, beer

21 James I  entering the C ity by Elvet'Bridge retailers, wine and spirit or porter merchants,
in 1617 did so by way of New Elvet. .Robert inns, taverns and public houses in New Elvet
Surtees, The H istory and Antiquities of the in 1834. In 1856 there are 18 and 1914 10;
County Palatine o f D urham , IV  (1840., re - ; the last two lists include Forster at 60, New
printed 1972), Part. 2, 8. Elvet.

22 “Slater’s Flood” . See Surtees, op  c it . in
Note 21, 11.





Previous Excavations—Excavations in Durham City have hardly been on a 
scale commensurate with its importance.27 The exhumation of St. Cuthbert’s 
shrine in 1827 and 1899 and the excavations on the site of the chapter house 
in 1874 yielded a large number of artifacts but little information about the 
settlement of the area.28 Since that time, a number of small investigations have 
been carried out on the peninsula and its immediate surroundings,29 one 
of which produced a sample of organic material which gave a Carbon 14 
date between a .d . 850 and 1000.30 More recently saxo-norman pottery was 
found in pits behind Silver Street, together with evidence for a moat.31 Pending 
a systematic review of this material, little more can be said at present about 
the origins of the city, the development of the ordered enclave on the penin
sula, or of the conurbation around it.

N e w  E l v e t  I. (N.Z. 2761 4231)

E V A L U A T IO N  A N D  O B J E C T IV E S

The excavations carried out in 1961/2 were intended to evaluate the area 
available, which extended about 74 feet along the west side of the New 
Elvet street line, and about 86 feet from the street line to the riverbank revet
ment32 (Fig. 1). A series of trenches between 4 and 10 feet wide 
and 8 foot long, were taken at right angles to the street line, and a number 
of structures located. The chief result of this trial was to demonstrate the 
descending profile of the river bank and deep deposits near the river. A 
coin of Edward I dated to 1280-1285, and thought to have been not long 
in circulation33 (No. 1, p. 140) was recovered, together with pottery of the 13th 
century, from a sandy layer which was encountered in all the trenches. This 
can probably be identified, in the light of later experience on the site, as flood 
deposit, and the admixture of later pottery recorded in it would endorse this 
interpretation.

This exploratory work showed that it would be safe to start the 1963 
excavation by removing mechanically the rubble that had spread across the 
site during the demolitions, and accordingly 9-18 inches of overburden were 
scraped off to reveal the tops of walls. This clearance also exposed the cellar

27 Fo r a summary of some recent medieval 
results and problems, see B, Dobson, “Current 
Archaeological Problems of Medieval Durham ” , 
Trans. Archaeological and Architectural Society  
of Durham and Northum berland , V ol. X I ,  
(1962), 177.

28 The Relics of St. Cuthbert, ed. C . F .  
Battiscombe, Durham (1956).

29 See Grace Simpson and Victor Hartley,
“An Excavation below Bishop Tunstal’s
Chapel, Durham Castle” , A n t. J., X X X I I I ,
(1953), for a description of this excavation.
It is hoped to produce a summary of the

remainder of this earlier work, much of which 
remains unpublished, in the near future.

30 T . Whitworth, op. cit. in Note 7.
31 This and much other information of the 

greatest value is owed to M r. J . E .  Parsons’s 
largely single-handed fieldwork in the city 
during the 1960’s. See B . Dobson, op. cit. in 
note 27, 178.

32 Dimensions in New Elvet I  were made in 
English measure and in New Elvet I I  in metric. 
Both scales are given on plans and sections.

33 Information from M r. R . H . M . Dolley.
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at the north end of the site (F. 61),34 and revealed that the stratification in 
the extreme north-east comer had been removed during the demolitions. 
With the 1961 trenches as starting points, the excavations spread north and 
south to cover a final area of about 450 square yards excavated. A control 
baulk was left across the site from east to west, and other baulks laid out 
only where necessary. The western region of the available area, was not fully 
excavated owing to the rapidly increasing depth, and time did not allow the 
investigation to be completed on the southern part.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS

The work of four seasons at New Elvet I produced a complex plan of 
features which is given in Fig. 2. A photograph of part of the site in 
its later stages is given in Plate VII, 1. A “boundary wall” crosses the site 
from east to west, separating the phases of the structures of Houses 3 and 4 
to the north, from those of Houses 1 and 2 to the south. Beneath the west 
end of House 3 was a large depression. The main features are here described 
in chronological order, so far as this has been ascertained, and this is followed 
by an interpretation and discussion.

EARLIEST OCCUPATION

Feature I was a wall fragment projecting from beneath the north face of the 
boundary wall at the west end of the site (Fig. 3). It was built of roughly 
dressed stones, packed in sand at least 5 feet deep, and projected 2 feet from 
the section at the top, but only 6 inches at the bottom. This profile suggested 
either V-shaped foundations or a collapsed wall.

Dating—The pottery in the adjacent sand (Nos. 52-54) belongs to the second 
half of the 13th century.35 Two layers separated the fragment from the base 
of the boundary wall above,—clean sand, which produced three sherds of 
the late 13th/early 14th century (Nos. 55-57), and clayey sand, which yielded 
14th century pottery (No." 58); - - -

h o u s e  1

The remains of this House were fragmentary. Foundations 30 feet long of 
its west wall (F.28) were found, about 70 feet west of the street, running 
from south to north to a turn just south of the boundary wall. From there for

34 Feature numbers (prefixed F .)  refer to the 35 See p. 141, note 41,
plan, (Fig. 2.)
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22 feet eastwards some of the north wall above the footings (F.29) survived 
to a maximum height of 5 feet. It was 2 foot wide and built of coursed 
rubble bonded with clay; it was stepped up once, by 3  ̂ feet, on its uphill 
run eastwards.

Privy—In the surviving (north-west) angle of the house there was a privy 
(F.30), an intrinsic part of the structure since its east and south walls, which 
lay up against the sand, were bonded into the outer walls of the building. 
It had a flagged floor and was entered at its south-east corner by a flight 
of ten steps (F.31).

Dating—The pottery which could be regarded as dating the construction of 
this house appears to run from the 13th into the early 14th century, and 
falls into three groups: (1) from clay in the foundation of the west wall 
(F.28),— 13th century; (2) from the foundations of the privy (F.30), 13th 
century into early 14th century; (3) from sand beneath the privy steps—mid 
to late 13 th century. Pottery from the filling of the privy presumably dating 
its latest use, is thought to be no later than the 14th century.

“Rush Floor”—With possible relevance to the dating of this or later features, 
there was, on the subsoil in the south-east of the site, an earth floor containing 
slight evidence of a rush covering (F.32), which produced a coin of about 
1300 (No. 2, p. 140). In view of the dating evidence given above, this floor 
might belong to House 1.

H O U S E  2

As with House 1, only the north-west angle of this structure survived, and 
since its west wall (F.33) partly overlay the west wall of House 1, their 
relative order is certain (Plate VIII, 1). Allowing for this overlap, the west 
and north walls of House 2 lay parallel and outside those of House 1. The 
foundations (F.68) were of clay-bonded rubble, and on the east side of the 
west wall they projected like the teeth of a saw from beneath the wall face. 
On the west face of the southern half of F.33 there was a chamfered course 
(F.36) (Plate VIII, 2). Against the northern part of F.33, on its west side, 
there was a “buttress” (F. 35) (Plate VII, 2). It was built of clay packed stones 
flatter than those in the wall itself. It was not bonded into F.33 but since the 
chamfered course ran up to and not behind it, it must have been earlier or 
contemporary. It was subsequently damaged by the digging of a later pit. 
Sand lay up against the bottom of the west side of F.33, where it had not 
been removed by later pit digging.

Windows—There had been two windows in this west wall. The first (Plate



VIII, 2) was l \  feet south of the buttress, its sill 2 feet above the chamfer, 
and 14 inches wide. The surviving jamb was 9 inches high, and had been 
contrived from a re-used fragment of an L-shaped gutter which also formed 
part of the sill. The second window was 4}  feet south of the first, 2 feet 
3 inches wide, and had a surviving jamb 1 foot high. This window contained 
two types of blocking, stone on the inside and 17th century 2-inch brick on 
the outside (i.e. west). The soil from between the two produced 14th century 
pottery.

Dating of House 2—House 2 was later than House 1, which was still in 
use in the 14th century, but there was no direct evidence for its date of 
construction. How much later it was built and how long it survived, at 
least as a house, is debateable. There was some evidence for the subsidence 
of the foundations of both houses. This was probably the result of building 
on sand and subsequent river flooding or leaching. It might explain the short 
life of House 1 and suggest something similar for House 2. Stonework similar 
to that of House 2 was found in the Large Pit (F.3) (see below and Plate 
XV, 2). A pit (F.39), which lay within and not touching House 2, had 
removed part of the House 1 foundations and damaged the south wall, and 
south-west corner of the Privy (F.30) (Fig. 4). It was filled with dark brown

NEW ELVET I
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friable soil which did not show the tip lines which would indicate gradual 
filling and it produced a considerable amount of pottery of the second half 
of the 14th century (Nos. 106-7). The boundary wall (F.2) which was built 
in one piece as the south side of House 3 in the second half of the 14th 
century (see below), ran parallel with and about 6 inches north of the north 
wall of House 2, and at the comer of the House a wedge of stone had been 
inserted to plug the gap between the two (F.40). This stone overlay pottery 
of the first half of the 14th century. It seems likely from this evidence that 
House 2 was erected to replace House 1 in the earlier part of the 14th 
century and lasted at least until the later part; thereafter only the west wall 
remained in use co-existent with the burgage boundary wall, and functioning, 
with blocked windows, presumably as a garden- or river-wall.

L A R G E  P IT ,  F E A T U R E  3

Feature 3 was a large pit or depression in the subsoil in the northern 
part of the site (Plate IX, 1). Though the northern edge was not recovered, 
the pit was probably roughly oval in outline, some 40 feet across from east 
to west at the widest point and a maximum of 5  ̂ feet deep. It was filled 
with building debris, which consisted of large stones at the bottom, including 
some pieces of well-dressed masonry resembling that of House 2, and smaller 
stones and soil at the top. In this filling were found fragments of a stone 
louvre, a bronze cauldron (Plates XI, 1 and XIV) and sherds of pottery 
of the mid 14th century and earlier (Nos. 1-26). It was from the sandy 
layer at the lip of this pit (and cut by it) that the silver penny of Edward I 
recorded in the trial excavations came. The size of the pit and its fill were 
suggestive of a clearance or levelling operation, involving some collapsed 
structure, and dating to the mid 14th century.

T H E  B O U N D A R Y  W A L L  A N D  H O U S E  3 a

The next event after the filling in of Pit (F.3) seems to have been the 
construction of the long wall (F.2) crossing the site from east to west, together 
with the house (House 3a) of which this wall formed the south side. Its 
length, angle to the street and its continuity through the phases of the houses 
which it separated to north and south, led to its interpretation as a boundary 
wall between burgage tenements. The wall was 2 feet wide, its upper courses 
were mortared, and it was stepped up the slope eastwards ending at the 
street line only one course high (Plates VII, 1, IX, 1). Bonded into this wall 
and 40 feet apart there were two walls running northwards, (F.59, 60), the 
more westerly being placed immediately on top of the pit filling. The north
west comer survived, and part of the north wall (F.4), which stretched 22



feet eastwards to the point where it had been cut through to make stairs to 
a post-medieval cellar (F.61); it then reappeared briefly as a robber trench 
(F.62). This wall could thus be traced for a total of 26 feet eastwards. Together 
these walls may be interpreted as a house (3a) some 13 feet wide internally 
and built end-on to the street.

Construction—Its walls were 2 feet thick above projecting footings set either 
on sand or on the filling of Pit 3, and were built of coursed sandstone rubble 
bonded with clay. The masonry which was of poorer quality than the best 
pieces from the filling of Pit 3, stood a maximum of two feet high on the 
south side and 4 feet on the west and north sides; in the north wall was 
found another fragment of the stone louvre (Plate IX, 2).

Privy—In the south-west angle of House 3a there was a stone-lined pit dug 
into the sand which formed its bottom. The pit was 3 feet square at the top 
and narrowed to 2 \  foot wide at the bottom. This w’as presumably a privy 
(F.5), and since its sides were bonded into the main walls of the house, it 
was an original feature. There were three medieval layers in the privy— 
loose clayey sand at the bottom, black cindery ash, and friable grey-brown 
soil; all produced animal bones, iron objects (including a shovel), painted 
and clear window glass, and in the first and third layers, fragments of 15th 
century pottery (Nos. 27-39).

This indicates a date when the privy was last in use.

Dating—There was no occupation layer contemporary with the house in its 
earliest phase, but the earliest pottery found lying on the subsoil within the 
house (some of it sealed by flagging) was all of the second half of the 14th 
century. The group (Nos. 59-64) came from underneath the flagging (F.70) 
of the south end of the approach to the later cellar (F.61), and that of Nos. 
65-68 from a patch of flagging at the east end of the house (F.7). Since there 
was no earlier structure found with which this material could be associated 
it might be assigned to House 3a; however primary dating evidence comes 
only from the filling of Pit (F.3) and the privy (F.5) from which it can be 
said that the Boundary Wall and House 3a were built not earlier than the 
middle of the 14th century, and not later than the 15th.

h o u s e  3b

House 3b was remodelled version of House 3a, involving extensive altera
tions. 16 feet of the north wall (F.4) were demolished and rebuilt some 7 feet 
further north, and in the same build was a new centre wall (F.9) 20 feet 
long from the boundary wall northwards. At the same time the street frontage 
wall was lengthened to give a new building L-shaped in plan, with a front



room 20 feet from north to south, and a shortened 13 feet wide room at 
the rear; this was House 3b. The new centre wall was 2 feet wide and con
tained no mortar. It incorporated a layer of stone roof tiles between 
footings and wall-courses. It ran over the filling of Pit 3 and over the remains 
of the demolished north wall of House 3a. The new north wall (F. 10) was 
of coursed rubble bonded with clay, and was set in a trench cut into sand 
at its east end and into the filling of Pit 3 at the west.

Dating—The date of this alteration to give House 3b is unknown. It is later 
than House 3a and earlier than the late 17th century, since pottery of this 
period was found in association in the area of the later cellar (F.61). However, 
there was no direct evidence that House 3b was medieval.

h o u se  3c

House 3c was formed by the addition to House 3 of a two-roomed annexe 
at its western end (F.14, 15). There was no evidence for an entry point 
to the annexe; inside, a fragment of 1 inch thick flagging survived, laid 
directly on the filling of Pit 3 and against the north wall. The flagging had 
been cracked and discoloured by heat which had reddened the soil below 
the stone to a depth of 2 inches.

Ash Pit (F.13)—The greater part of the south room of this annexe was 
occupied by a circular pit, a maximum of 2 foot 9 inches in depth. This pit 
was cut through the large Pit (F.3), but not through 17th century material 
above it. The filling consisted of burnt material in a small off-centre depres
sion, with four layers across most of the width. The top cleaner sand con
tained roof tiles and six fragments of pottery (Nos. 69-74), the latest of 
which were late 14th/early 15th century in date. The pit was probably an 
ash pit serving House 3a/b. The top layer of its filling, containing roof 
tiles, probably represented a topping-up of the pit to level it.

Dating—The House 3c extension was an addition to House 3a/b, and the 
relationship to them in plan of the ash-pit suggests that this may have been 
dug after House 3a lb  was built and before House 3c. If so the finds in its 
top layer suggests that the House 3 c extension was not added earlier than 
the 15th century. It was probably still in use in the 18th century: a layer 
of churned up dark soil occupying the place of the missing flagging within 
the north room of the annexe contained sand-stone and fragments of 2 inch 
brick and wall-plaster, pottery from the 16th into the early 18th century 
(Nos. 98-104) and a French coin of 1638 (No. 4, p. 140).



Remodelled at the front and lengthened at the back, House 3 survived 
until its demolition in 1961. Pottery of the 15th/16th century was recovered 
from a mixed deposit of sand rubble, mortar and coal contained within its 
north-west comer (Nos. 87-97) and 19th century pottery (No. 40) was found 
immediately over the 15th century layer in the privy (F.5) which had had 
its top repaired with 2 inch brick. 17th and 18th century material was 
recovered from the annexe (see above). A house, House 4, was added to 
the north and the building was further remodelled by alterations involving 
both houses: the building of an internal passage between them and of an 
access to the cellar of House 4 from House 3.

This approach was by steps (F .ll) down from a flagged area in the middle 
of House 3 (F.70) through a door (F.23) in the south wall of the cellar. The 
steps were contained to the east by the centre wall of House 3b (F.9) and 
to the west by a wall (F.25) which was constructed below ground against 
the sand, with two facings on the inner, i.e. step, side. The most recent 
facing of this wall, at its north end was of brick, and in the cavity between 
this and the inner face were found 40 bronze pins, fragments of window and 
bottle glass, one 14th century sherd, two of the 17th century (Nos. 84-86), 
and an 18th century pipe stem. It would therefore seem possible that the 
original wall was built not later than the 17th century for this material to 
accumulate against it, and that the brick was added not earlier than the 18th 
century. The flagging at the head of the steps sealed medieval pottery, together 
with some of the early 18th century (No. 105).

The north end of House 3b, at the same time or later, became an internal 
passage (F.12). One is shown in this position in the O.S. Map of 1861,36 
and the details of its appearance in 1961 were recovered: there was an east 
threshold, and part of the wall separating the passage, which was 3-| feet 
wide, from the room to the south. The west threshold of the passage did 
not survive. The passage was found to run over the stepped access to the 
cellar of House 4.

Dating—There was no direct evidence for House 4, but the cellar and 
therefore presumably the house must have been in existence by the 17th 
century when the access from House 3 was built. House 4 is certainly later 
than 3b (see above), but it should be recognized that the dating evidence 
recovered allows House 3b and House 4, together with their mutual access, 
to be nearly contemporary developments of the 17th century. The passage 
would appear to be a refinement of the last post-medieval property as there 
is no evidence for its earlier existence.



DEVELOPMENTS ELSEWHERE ON THE SITE

The Properties on the South Side of the Burgage Wall—It might be expected 
that houses subsequent to Houses 1 and 2 would develop on the south side 
of the boundary wall, and there was evidence that they did so. However, 
time did not allow the adequate exploration of this area. The lines of 
six walls were recovered (F.42-47), all running north to meet the boundary, 
including one on the street line (F.42). This lay very slightly further east 
than the east wall of House 3, indicating a slight change of alignment. Two 
further walls of narrow build were seen to the east of this, one (F.53) project
ing eastward from F.42, and the other (F.54) running north, apparently to 
form some sort of extension into the street. None of these walls was bonded 
with the boundary wall, and were all probably later than it, but were other
wise undated. Traces of partition walls of narrow build (F.51), which had 
cut the earth and rush floor (F.32), were also observed. In addition to these 
there were three walls (F.48, 49, 52) running east-west up to 12 feet from the 
boundary, one of which overlay the stepped approach to the privy of House 
1, but it was not possible to reconstruct from these or the others mentioned 
a house or sequence of houses. Other features examined in this area were 
a privy and a cellar.

Privy—The privy (F.41) was 5 foot long from east to west by 2 foot 3 inches 
wide. It was almost 4 feet deep when excavated and the side revetments were 
bonded with a wall (F.71) which was built into the boundary wall. There 
were no other structural features with which to match the privy. The bottom 
was sand, overlain by loose ashy soil which produced pottery of the second 
half of the 14th century (Nos. 41-42), and a small stone channel beneath which 
were sherds of late 13th/early 14th century date, led into its south-east 
comer. The wall (F.71) was on an alignment which may mean that it was a 
continuation of the north wall of House 2 (F.34) and indeed it is to House 2 
that this privy should belong.

Cellar—The cellar (F.52) was 5 feet below the modern ground surface and 
was filled with timber and brick rubble. Only part of its north wall was 
recovered; this was built of coursed rubble set in greyish mortar and from 
the filling of the construction trench along its north face came 17th/early 
18th century pottery.

Later Developments—Building activity at the west end of the burgage con
tinued into the 19th and 20th centuries. At some stage a stone structure 
roughly quarter-circle in plan (F.16) was added to the west wall of the annexe 
(F.14) (Plate X, 2). Excavation produced no evidence of function or date. 
At the western limit of the excavated area was found the damaged remains



of a structure (F.17), probably originally circular in plan, built of a single 
course of softish 2 inch bricks, with an internal diameter of approximately 
3 feet. It was filled with reddish sand and fragments of brick, and there were 
traces of burning inside and out. From the type of brick it might date to 
about 1700. Its construction had cut through the early wall (F.l). It was 
replaced, probably in the later 18th century, by a similar though larger 
structure (F .l8), feet across, which was damaged on the north side, and was 
built of 2 inch bricks, though these were harder than those below, and two 
courses survived. It had a floor of bricks set on end, plus one fragment of 
flagstone, and the pottery from within it (Nos. 75-79) was late 18th/early 
19th century. Both these structures were probably bases of a chimney or 
kiln. An 8 foot stretch of brick wall (F .l9) ran between these chimneys and 
the structure (F.l6) mentioned above; it was 1 foot 3 inches wide and pottery 
of the 19th/early 20th century (Nos. 80-83) was found beneath it. In the 
angle between this wall and the boundary wall was a modern brick and 
stone built grease-trap (F.20).

To the west of House 2 was a sunken cobbled area which had been damaged 
by pits dug in or after the 17th century; a wall (F.57) ran from a butt joint 
with House 2, over the top of the buttress (F.35) westwards for a minimum 
of ten feet. It was 2 feet wide and two courses high, and the soil between its 
base and the buttress yielded 13th and mid 14th century pottery and a large 
number of 17th century pipe stems. A heavily plastered skin wall, which 
sealed two medieval sherds had also been added to the west face of House 2, 
and beside it and above the cobbles lay a black fill containing pottery of 
the second half of the 17th century (Nos. 43-51). By the 19th century a tail 
(F.73) had been added to the west end of the boundary wall (F.2). It seems 
that over most of the site, the burgage experienced continuous occupation 
and development, except for the area west of House 2 which was apparently 
disused from the early 14th to the 17th century.

I n t e r pr e t a tio n

p h a sin g

Phase 1—Late 13th/early 14th century: House 1 built, and shortly afterwards 
damaged, together with the structure of which Feature 1 was a vestige, 
probably by flooding.

Phase 2—Early to mid 14th century: House 1 replaced by House 2.
Phase 3—Mid 14th century: House 2 damaged, probably by flooding. A large 

pit or depression filled with building debris from House 2 or contemporary 
structures.

Phase 4— Mid to late 14th century: A burgage boundary wall about 80 feet 
long built east-west to the street front, forming the south wall of the



contemporary House 3a. West wall of House 2 in service (with blocked 
windows) as river wall. Pit 39 dug against its east side.

Phase 5—Between 15th and 17th centuries: House 3a remodelled to give 
L-shaped House 3b. At the same time, or later, House 4 added on to the 
north side of House 3b and a stepped access provided from one to the 
cellar of the other. Annexe added to the west end of House 3b to give 
House 3c. Development on the south side of the burgage boundary. West 
wall of House 2 provided with plastered skin wall; window re-blocked with 
brick.

Phase 6— 18th to 20th century: Passage made between Houses 3 and 4. Privy 
of House 3 relined with brick and used as a pit. Quarter-circular annexe 
(F.16) added to House 3c. West wall of House 2 finally buried. 19th and 
20th century walls and kiln-bases built.

D is c u s s io n

The sequence outlined above (see also Fig. 5) is based on such dating as is 
given in the text above, and on the order of building implied by butt-jointed 
or bonded contact between structures. This is by no means always a reliable 
guide, especially where dry-stone or clay-bonded walls are involved, and 
even though a butt-jointed wall may imply an addition, in the absence of 
other means of dating no significant period need elapse between the building 
of the two. It is mainly for this reason that many of the changes observed 
on the site are here grouped in Phase 5 with termini in the 15th and 17th 
centuries.

The earliest pottery found came from the foundations of the wall fragment 
(Feature 1) and House 1. House 1 had a privy with a flagged floor and stepped 
access, and may have extended to the street line if the “rush floor” with its 
contemporary coin may be included in its structure. The presence of Feature 1 
beneath 5 foot of sand suggests that there may have been earlier structures 
than House 1 which, like this fragment, were destroyed and buried by 
inundation. House 1 itself appears to have suffered subsidence and was 
replaced by House 2 which suffered in turn. House 2 was provided with a 
buttress on its west side, but this was, however, of a totally different build, 
and may itself have been a piece of earlier wall put to later use. The problem 
of the earliest occupation of the site is clearly one in which the mobility of 
the river is of the greatest significance; this is also demonstrated by the 
results of the 1973 excavations.

House 2 was built in ashlar, irregularly coursed in a manner similar to 
the river wall found in the later excavations (see below p. 115).-It had had 
two windows on the west side; these were later blocked and the sand which 
lay against the lowest courses of this face showed that it was at some time 
in contact with the river. It was not until the 17th century that this part of
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the site was again developed. The dating of Privy F.41 suggests that it was 
contemporary with, and therefore presumably part of House 2. Material in 
the privy which had belonged to House 1 (F.30) suggests that this too may 
have remained in use at this time.

Unfortunately no direct comparison could be made between the masonry 
of House 2 and that found in the large pit or depression (F.3) which was 
dug to the north of House 2 in the mid 14th century. Judging only from 
the worked stone in one of the west windows, which was secondary and 
inferior in quality, and the chamfered course below it, the stone louvre 
and other pieces which found their way into this pit and into the walls 
of House 3, may well have come from such a building as House 2. House 2 
was built before House 3 as is argued on p. 103 above.

The north edge of the pit was not found and it may, by virtue of its 
shallowness and assumed width, have been an area of made-up ground rather 
than a pit. The presence of a virtually undamaged cauldron in the deposit 
of building material suggests a levelling operation of some urgency. All 
subsequent buildings on the site were founded either on the fill of this pit 
or on the soft light coloured sand into which it was cut: the evidence here 
again suggests that the significant factor for the settlement of this part of 
Durham City was the movement of the River Wear.

The building of House 3 after the mid 14th century, and its subsequent 
development up to the 20th century in a conservative alignment end-on to 
the street is of a type expected in a borough. The actual modifications to the 
structure are not well dated, but until the 18th century at least, there is no 
reason to see them as industrial in purpose. The lay-out suggested by the 
House 3b-House 4 complex is rather that of one of those taverns so numerous 
in post-medieval New Elvet, but there is no evidence that it was one. By 
1850, House 3 seems to have been the premises of Miss Blackett’s academy, 
with a W. Blackett, wood-turner, at the same address, and House 4 was 
occupied by P. Caldecleugh, taylor and draper.

N e w  E lv e t  II (OS N Z  276 422)

EVALUATION AND OBJECTIVES

With the limited resources available, it was decided to try and evaluate 
the large area threatened by the building of Elvet Riverside II (about 1 acre), 
by examining the deposit at specific points with the following objectives: 
(1) What was the earliest occupation on the site?, (2) Was there an approach 
road to the river which was in use before Water Lane?; and (3) How did 
occupation develop, firstly on this lane, and secondly along the line of New



Elvet itself? It was also thought desirable to examine one area in the Barony 
and one in the Borough of Elvet (See above pp. 93-95.)

The site imposed its own limitations to these objectives. The modern road 
covering the line of Water Lane contained the main sewers for the district 
which turned north at the river, at which point their storm drain discharged 
into the Wear through the 20th century river wall. This precluded excavation 
on the line of Water Lane, or in any great proximity to the river. The 
excavation was thus not in a position to verify the existence of the ford 
which Mr. Parsons had proposed in 1964 (see above p. 93). At the north 
end of the available area, the west revetment wall of a modern car park 
was found to contain the west wall of a former house, (House 7), which 
had probably lain gable end on to New Elvet beyond (F.ll).

Trial trenches were machined extensively to determine the depth of deposit 
and the degree of disturbance. The rapid descent of the bedrock towards the 
river was confirmed, and it was realised that excavation too near the river 
would produce a depth of deposit that was far beyond the resources avail
able. Trial trenches also revealed that the University’s demolitions in clearing 
the site had removed all the stratification along the line of the modern street 
of New Elvet, and that this or earlier levelling had left the site with between 
1 and 3 metres of hard-core overlay.

With all these factors in mind, three areas were chosen for closer investi
gation, each about 10 metres square, roughly half-way between New Elvet 
and the river. Two were placed on either side of Water Lane, and the third 
to the west of Feature 11. All these sites contained various depths of rubble 
which was removed by machine.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS (Fig. 1)

Site 1, on the site of Forster’s brewery, gave evidence of occupation from 
the later middle ages. A great deal of alluvial deposit had accumulated over 
the natural gravel and shale, which fell sharply at this point towards the 
river. The average depth of the deposit was 4-5 m and in the latter stages 
could only be examined in small areas. Only a very small extent of the 
earliest deposit was therefore proved. The excavation is described below.

Site 2 was cut through concrete 1 metre to the west of the standing wall (11) 
of a house, designated House 7, with which, however, no contact was made 
for reasons of safety. The standing wall was built of sandstone ashlar, laid 
with mortar and two rectangular openings were visible in it. These showed 
for about 2 feet above ground level and had well-rotted wooden lintels. The 
more northerly was blocked with stone, the southerly with brick. In the site 
itself, the south side of another house, (House 5), was excavated, but the



deep medieval deposit on which it stood was not bottomed owing to lack 
of time. The excavation is described below.

Site 3 was found to be cellared to a depth of 6 m, apart from a narrow strip 
at the south side, which fortunately contained the surviving cobbles of Water 
Lane. This side of the lane therefore lay about 1 m north of the modern 
road through Hatfield View. In the south section, earlier surfaces of the 
lane were to be seen stacked to a depth of about 2 m; but apart from a 
single sherd of slipware ascribed to the 17th century, no dating material was 
recovered.

Excavations under the cellar floor gave river sand over grey-green silt 
as in Site 1. Sherds of late 13th /early 14th century pottery and a roofing 
tile were recovered from the sand;, there was no evidence for structures 
before the 19th century.

EXPLORATORY TRENCHES

Site 4 was a trench cut westward from the New Elvet street line. It showed 
the bedrock at this point to be only 50 cm— 1 m below the modern pavement. 
All earlier features had been removed.

Site 5. This trench cut through the brick barrel vault of a 19th century cellar 
at its eastern end; towards the river the deposit deepened to 6 m.

Site 6. Here, a similarly deep deposit was readily identifiable as having been 
laid through flood action. The remains of a building made of square sand
stone blocks lay in the north section and crossed the west end of the trench. 
It was covered in silt and green slime and river cobbles lay by its lowest 
courses, which were at 32-63 m O.D.

E x c a v a t io n s  in  S it e s  I a n d  II 
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EARLIEST OCCUPATION

The earliest feature on this site was a length of stone wall (F.85), lying 
beneath 1\  m of river sand (Plate XI, 2, and XII, 1). The wall ran approxi
mately north-south and consisted of sandstone flags laid unevenly in both 
plan and elevation, without mortar, clay or other bonding medium; it may 
in fact have been a set of foundations. It survived to a height of about. 40 cms 
(6-7 courses) and the length recovered was 2 m. The lowest course was bedded



on hard packed small gravel about 5 cm thick, beneath which lay natural 
brown shale. There was no trace of any occupation layer on the gravel, 
which was immediately covered with green-grey silt. Practical difficulties 
prevented the recovery of any more of this structure; the site at this point
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was about 5 m deep, with a cover of sand under rubble. This was unfor
tunate as both the date of the wall and its function were impossible to 
determine without seeing a little more of it.

Dating—A rim of Northern unglazed cooking pot, (No. 1), came from the 
silt covering the wall, and the general group from these sandy layers consisted 
of battered fragments of 13th-14th century vessels, (Nos. 2-5). Remembering 
that all this material was alluvial, the date for the destruction and burial of 
the wall is possibly not earlier than the 13th and not later than the 14th 
century.



THE RIVER WALL AND THE AREA TO THE WEST OF IT (Fig. 6)

The severe flooding which buried the earliest wall (F.85) laid down several 
feet of comparatively clean yellow sand, interleaved with bands of darker 
silt (Plate XI, 2). This suggests several incidents although it need not 
imply a long time span between them; it is possible that the floods and 
consequent raising of the river bank by over a metre took place in one season. 
About 2 m west of F.85, a stone wall (F.58) running approximately north- 
south was dug into the sand. A foundation trench was visible in section 
on eastern side (see Fig. 7). On the western side there was no foundation 
trench but a fresh series of alluvial strata, containing pottery of later date, 
was laid down against the wall.

Construction. (Plate XU, 2). The wall was constructed of well-shaped blocks 
of masonry laid in regular courses and mortared in all but the lowest courses. 
These were less regular and probably represented the foundations; they lay 
in wet silt on the gravel, about 10-15 cms above the shale.

Dating—Material from the gravel and the lowest silt level on the west side 
of the wall (i.e. the river side) was predominantly of the 15th century, (Nos. 
,7-13), although some 14th century pottery was present in the same layers. 
Although no pottery was recovered from the foundation trench, it had cut 
layers which produced 13th and 14th century sherds. These findings would 
be consistent with a wall built in the late 14th or perhaps early 15th century. 
Judging by the composition of the deposit, both rubbish from over the 
wall and fresh river silt contributed to the subsequent build-up against the 
wall on its western side. (Layers 19 IX to XIV; Nos. 14-33.) Layer 19 VIII 
which was level with the top of the extant wall, contained destruction debris 
from the outhouse (see below) which lay with pottery and clay-pipe of the 
early 17th century (Nos. 35-39), but at this stage the wall was still standing. 
The line of its robber trench was cut through the 18th century levels above 
and was covered by the 19th century walls of the brewery. After robbing the 
wall survived to a height of 2 m 12 cms from its base. It was 70 cms wide 
and a length Of 6 m was excavated. It was later cut by a well (see below).

AREA EAST OF THE RIVER WALL

Outhouse—A floor of 4 m square of irregular sandstone flags (F.75) was laid 
almost directly on the alluvial sand against the river wall on its eastern 
side (Fig. 6). It was bounded to the north by a short stretch of sandstone 
walling butting on to the river wall, to the east by a sandstone monolith, 
(10 cms thick, 1 m long and 60 cms across), that had collapsed inwards,
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and to the south by a pair of thin sandstone slabs 3 cm thick and 1 m square, 
set vertically into the sand. There were narrow columns of sandstone slabs 
at the north-east and south-east corners, so that the result was an extremely 
make-shift structure composed of large impromptu slabs of stone supported 
by odd fragments, and using the river wall as its west side. At the north 
side there was a block of square stone, and an adjacent burnt zone 
indicated a hearth. There was no evidence of how this outhouse in its final 
form was entered or roofed, and it may originally have been more robust. 
It had certainly been much patched and it would be difficult to reconstruct 
more than a fairly basic enclosure from the materials available at the time 
of its dereliction.

Dating—Only 2 cm of mud separated the flagstone floor from the sand, 
and it lay directly on the foundation trench of the river wall. It was overlain 
by \ \  m of black sticky mud containing ox-horn and many fragments of 
sandstone flagging. These fragments were presumably the destruction debris 
from the outhouse and adjacent buildings. The latest material from this 
deposit was 17th century and included a Turner of Charles II (No. 1, p. 146). 
The floor was thus laid after the river wall was built, but how long after 
is not known; it is likely that the floor was dug into the sand to utilise 
a greater height of the wall, and that the slabs were used partly as a simple 
revetment. The building became derelict during the 17th century.

Pits (F.63, 46)—Feature 63 was a roughly circular pit dug into the river 
sand above F.85, the early wall. It had a ring of rough stones around its 
eastern edge and a slab of feature 60 (see below) was cut into its northern 
side, but it was otherwise unlined. The pit contained five layers, mainly mud, 
mortar and grit, with a few pieces of ox-horn and the remains of two 15th 
century jugs (Nos. 40-42). Further to the south another pit, F.46, which 
had been lined with rough stones on its east side with traces of clay to the 
south, contained pottery of 15th century and a little bone in a lower layer, 
with fairly clean sand on top. These pits, which were about 70 cms deep, 
must have been dug, from their position and finds, soon after the building 
of the river wall.

“Channels" (F.60)—The paired upright slabs, which formed the south side 
of the outhouse were matched by another parallel pair 40 cms to the south. 
Together they formed a channel, which had no bottom lining and had filled 
up with mud, clay, some animal bone and sherds of 15th century pottery. 
There was another similar “channel” further south which had cut pit 63. 
The function of these is unknown, as is the date, which must, however, 
have been between the disuse of pit 63 and that of the outhouse.



Horn deposit—although some ox-horn was found in the earlier pits, in the 
destruction levels of the outhouse it had been dumped in some quantity, 
and continued to be into 18th century levels. The later deposit began near 
the more northerly of buried “channels”, and spread ultimately over much 
of the north-east corner of the site. Other animal bones were extremely rare.

Well (F.3)—The well had been cut through the river wall as could be clearly 
seen from the broken courses of the latter. Had the well been sited some 
50 cms to the west it would have avoided what must have been an irksome 
task. At the lowest courses examined (5£ m from the cap) wooden strapping 
was employed with brick courses, and in one course with wooden chocks. 
The top 4 \  m of the well was constructed first of 2 \  m of stretcher bricks 
laid with mortar and then topped by 2 m of coursed stone, some of which 
had been taken from the river wall. The well had later been provided with 
a lead pipe set in concrete and a flagstone capping sealed with yellow-white 
clay.

Dating—It was presumably not until the river wall had been robbed and 
buried that the well was dug, implying a date not earlier than the middle 
of the 18th century for its construction. Unfortunately it was not possible 
to confirm this by excavating it owing to lack of time. Such materials as were 
recovered from the well offered no contradiction to this date. The well 
remained in contemporary use with the brewery, and was remembered by 
local inhabitants at the time of the excavation.

FORSTER’S BREWERY (Plate XIII, 1)

Construction—A surface of round cobbles bedded on sand was laid over the 
final destruction layers of the outhouse, and had probably once extended 
over the whole excavated area; a patch survived beneath the floor of the 
furnace room. The well was probably contemporary with this surface, but 
no point of contact survived. The second surface, of large rectangular cobble
stones with rounded comers, respected the line of the structure which by 
then had been erected to the north of the well. The south-east corner of this 
building lay within the excavated area, and consisted of three rooms with 
flagstone floors, contained by walls of stone and brick. The centre room, 
whose floor was some 15 cm lower than that of the other two, contained 
a furnace consisting of two brick piers each 50 cms high and 60 cms wide, 
with horizontal iron fire bars spanning a gap of 45 cms between them. 
South of the furnace a worn stone slab provided a step up to another



in the south wall. This had a socket containing corroded iron at its east 
end and gave out immediately onto the well, to which it no doubt provided 
access. The wall continued to the west as 19th century brick on stone 
foundations, and to the east as coursed stone, which partly overlay the well 
under its capping. At the north-east corner a sub-rectangular enclosure of 
brick founded on sandstone flags had been added or re-built. It was separated 
from the east room by a stone wall and from the centre room by a retaining 
wall of header bricks two courses high, and contained coal and coke dust. 
In the north-west corner of the excavated area lay a quantity of metal-work, 
consisting mainly of barrel hoops, cart springs and harness trappings, includ
ing a pelham bit.

Dating—The first cobbling lay on 18th century levels, and no deposit had 
been allowed to accumulate between it and the second cobbling, which was 
much patched. A large quantity of 19th and 20th century material was 
recovered from the floors of the building, including pottery, but predomi
nantly bottles and stoneware flagons. These were marked with the names of 
manufacturers and merchants known to be active in the 19th and 20th century, 
and have been dated to the period 1890 to 1920 (see p. 147, for bottle report). 
The first cobbling was most likely a yard, including the well, and perhaps 
laid as early as the late 18th century, but the structure was unlikely to be 
earlier than the 19th, and was destroyed about 1920.

Identification—The plan of the structure recovered was identified from the 
1861 OS map37 as part of the outbuildings of a brewery. The cobbled area 
to the east was a pend leading off Water Lane into a yard. Comparison with 
the map showed that since 1857 the east-west wall had been moved 2 m 
south to its present position, and the furnace and coal-bunker added. Forster 
is listed as the publican of the “Black Horse” New Elvet (immediately east 
of the excavated area) by 1834, and the street directories show that by 1857 
at least the brewery excavated belonged to the Forster family (see below 
■p. 148). :

SITE 2—OS NZ 2763 4225

1 EARLIEST OCCUPATION

; The earliest levels were not reached on this site, owing to the encroach^ 
ment of water and lack of resources, in particular time, to deal with it. At 
33-72 m O.D. was the top of a series of layers which appeared to extend 
over the greater part of the excavated area. They were dug to a depth of

37 See Note 36, p. 106.



1-60 m, in an area 6 m by 3 m, at which depth probing encountered a hard 
surface beneath a further 1 m of soft ground. The only limit to this feature 
was found at the extreme north-east corner of the site, where the lowest 
layer recorded (F3, IX), lay on a shelf of sandstone which was falling rapidly 
towards the river, (see fig. 9).

Dating—The lowest layers excavated (grey-green silt) and the three above it 
(see Fig. 9) all contained pottery of the late 14th and 15th centuries, (Nos. 
47-60).

h o u s e  5 (Figs. 8, 9)

These earliest layers were cut by several walls, seen only in section, and 
were overlain by a similarly extensive layer of hard-packed gravel, which

NEW ELVET II Site 2
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2. New Elvet I— Damaged buttress on west wall of House 2, from west



1. New Elvet I— West wall and foundations of 
House 2 overlying west wall of House L View 

from north

2. New Elvet I—West face of west wall of House 
2, showing chamfered course and window sill



I. New Elvet I— Boundary wall (left) and and the south edge of Pit 3
(right), from east

2. New Elvet I—N orth face of north wall of House 3a, showing worked
stone (centre)



2. New Elvet I— Feature 16 from north, with 19th and 20th century
features (right)



NEW ELVET II Site 2
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became thicker towards the west. The gravel varied in texture: in places 
it was very dense and clean; in others black grit from below extruded to give 
a streaked appearance. Into the gravel had been dug a culvert (F.44), of 
small stone slabs, and on top of it had been laid a wall (F.17, 19), aligned 
east-west. The wall was built of roughly squared sandstone and limestone 
blocks, was about 60 cms wide and a length of about 6 m was excavated. 
It survived only one course high, (about 30 cms). In the centre was a gap, 
60 cms wide, suggesting a threshold, and on the west side a roughly square 
socket 10 cms across had been let into the wall, perhaps to receive a door 
jamb. No certain limit was found on either end of the wall.

Dating—The gravel contained pottery of the 15th and early 16th century, 
(Nos. 61-63), and although this surface had probably been renewed, the wall 
did not cut any of the 15th century layers beneath. There was no floor levels 
and the terminus ante quern is provided only by the 17th century material 
from under the tumble near the hearth and from the blocking of the door
way, (see below).

Hearth—The centre part of the west section of the wall (F.17) was subse
quently removed to receive a hearth (F.22), which opened northwards. It had 
a floor of burnt clay, and a semi-circular ring of stones remained to form its 
south side. The clay floor extended southwards to meet the line of the edge 
of the wall (F.17) and lay directly on the gravel, which was scorched, and 
which contained the culvert (F.44) underneath. Three large stones (F.27) 
showing no sign of burning had been placed over the south end of the hearth.

Dating—Two layers covered the burnt clay of the hearth floor: burnt grit, 
containing some iron slag and a sherd of early 18th century combed slipware, 
and sand on top. The three large stones (F.27) had been bedded on this 
sand, and no doubt were part of a blocking.

VENNEL OR YARD (F.3, 21)

On the south side of the wall containing the hearth, large worn cobble
stones of irregular shape were laid on the gravel. These were overlain by 
mud mixed with charcoal, and by broken small cobbling which extended 
over most of the area south of the wall.

Dating—The mud between the two types of cobbles produced pottery of 
the 18th and 19th centuries, (a roofing tile (Plate XIV, 4) was recovered 
from the same context), and during this time House 5 was demolished (see 
below). The first layer .of cobbles was probably contemporary with House 5 
and represented a yard, or since its surface sloped markedly riverwards, 
perhaps a vennel or outside passage.



DEMOLITION OF HOUSE 5 AND ITS REBUILDING AS HOUSE 6

Judging by these cobbles and the positioning of the hearth, south was 
outside and north was inside the south wall of House 5. A culvert (F.7) 
well-built of small slabs to provide a base, sides and roof, crossed the interior 
from north-east to south-west. It did not meet culvert 44 (it was at a higher 
level) but turned due west at the hearth, which it had cut, and some of whose 
burnt stones were incorporated into it. After the hearth had been blocked 
with large stones, the doorway was in turn blocked with rubble. The building 
was then demolished and its line covered at least at the eastern end by the 
cobbling of the yard or vennel (F.3). The wall was rebuilt on the same, or 
nearly the same, line, this time in good mortared sandstone ashlar, plastered 
on the north side. There was a door or window indicated by two square 
sockets 15 cms across and 120 cms apart in a position slightly west of the 
former threshold.

Dating—The inclusion of the cobbling in the foundations of House 6 suggest 
that it was not built earlier than the 19th century. There was a little 17th 
century pottery in the blocking material in the threshold; this, combined 
with that from the hearth (see above) suggests that the blocking took place 
in two stages in the 18th century and the demolition followed shortly. The 
culvert (F.7), which was still flowing, had 19th and 20th century finds in 
its fabric and probably belonged to House 6. This house from its build 
and relative level would probably be contemporary with House 7 (see above, 
p. 112). Both buildings were no doubt incorporated into No. 68, New 
Elvet, the latest building on the site before it was converted into a car-park.

N e w  E l v e t  II—In ter pr eta tio n

PHASING-SITE 1

Phase 1—late 13th/early 14th C.

Phase 2—late 14th/early 15th C. 
Phase 3— 15th C.

Phase 4— 15th-17th C.

Phase 5—mid 17th C.

Earliest structure overwhelmed by flood
ing.
River wall built.
Pits. 46 and 63 dug on river bank.
Silting to the west of wall.
Outhouse built on bank. Silting continues, 
with dumping of rubbish over wall. 
Outhouse becoming derelict. Deposits of 
horn. River wash no longer reaching site. 
River wall robbed and buried. Well dug 
through it.



Phase 7—(?) late 18th C. Cobbled yard laid.
Phase 8— 19th C. (first half) Outbuildings of Forster’s Brewery 

erected.
Phase 9— 19th C. (second half) Outbuildings extended southwards.
Phase 10—20th century Brewery demolished.

SITE 2

Phase 1—up to late 14th/15th C. Flood debris deposited.
Phase 2— 15th/16th C. (?) Area levelled with gravel. Yard or vennel 

laid. House 5 built. Hearth inserted.
Phase 3— 18th C. Hearth blocked; doorway blocked; south 

wall of House 5 demolished.
Phase 4— 19th C. Area partly cobbled over; House 6 built.
Phase 5—20th C. Houses 6 and 7 demolished.

D is c u s s io n

Interpretation of Feature 58 on Site 1 as a river wall is based on the 
following grounds. East of the wall alluvial sand lay up to the extant top 
course, which stood over 2 m. The sand had been cut by a trench reaching 
to the base of the wall. No material later than the 14th century was found 
in the sand. To the west of the wall there was no foundation trench, but 
successive strata lying against the wall to the same height as the sand con
tained pottery from the late 14th to the 17th century. The wall had therefore 
been cut into the side of a bank and was initially open to the west, where 
water-laid deposit immediately gathered. This situation was confirmed at 
three separate points along the excavated length of the wall. If the feature 
was a cellar wall, it would be difficult to account for its length, height 
and lack of a floor; if a house wall, for the discontinuity between the deposit 
on either side.

The river wall was not traced in Site 3. This may have been because it 
had been removed by cellaring or more probably because it only extended 
in this line as far as Water Lane, which must otherwise have crossed it. 
Water Lane in its later form was ramped down to the water over ground 
which by then had buried the river wall; the earlier arrangement can only 
be guessed at.

It is evident that this wall in the Barony of Elvet was constructed to 
protect the banks from further inundations of the kind that had already 
overwhelmed the earliest structure found. Flood deposits were observed in 
Sites 3, 5 and 6 also, and in Site 2, where levelling with gravel had followed 
in about the 15th century.

It is possible that the south wall of House 5 subsequently built on Site 2



acted as a burgage boundary, much as that of House 3 in New Elvet I. 
Its line was maintained for at least 300 years, and there may have been 
a vennel to the south. However, in this as in other matters, it was impossible 
to be certain without excavations on a larger scale.

From the 17th century the river bank seems to have been largely consoli
dated: both Sites 1 and 2 remained “dry” from this period, although what
ever protection was then in force, presumably another river wall further west, 
was not sufficient to keep out all the floods, as evidenced by the records, 
and illustrated in Site 6. Site 2 (in the Borough) was at this stage residential 
and remained so until the 20th century, whereas Site 1 was the back-end 
of an enterprise wasting horn. Site 1 was not further developed until the 
the varying fortunes of that development. The west side of New Elvet 
began to expand its brewery trade. The site was then cobbled over, sur
rounding a well, and the outbuildings and brewery pend were afterwards 
built. These in their latest form contained a furnace, or perhaps a forge 
for the repair of carriage equipment.

C o n c l u sio n

Combination of the results of these two excavations with the documentary 
evidence given above produces a consistent if fragmentary account of the 
development of this part of the city.

There can be little doubt of the dominant role played by the river in 
the varying fortunes of that development. The east side of the New Elvet 
consists of a deep beach of river sand lying on shale and gravel. Whether 
the river was fordable here is still not known, but it was certainly broader 
and presumably shallower than at present. In one case at least the sand 
cast up by the river wash was found to be covering medieval remains to a 
depth of l \  metres. 13th century attempts to found dwellings, in some cases, 
as Houses 1 and 2 (New Elvet I), well appointed and of good masonry, 
failed due to river action. These attempts need not have been the earliest.

After the middle of the 14th century, there were no further inundations 
on occupied ground, wherever it was examined. In the south area this was as 
a direct result of the building of a river wall (New Elvet II) and it may 
be that the surviving west wall of House 2 (New Elvet I) to the north served 
in a similar capacity. From both excavations there was evidence for level
ling or consolidation of extensive areas. .House 2 and the river wall shared 
a construction style in mortared ashlar which superseded the earlier of dry 
or clay bonded sandstones slabs. These new standards seem to belong to 
the 14th century and nothing as good was seen on either site again until 
the 19th century.

After the drying out and subsequent protection of the land, it was exploited 
in the northerly part of the Borough by the laying out of burgage tenements.



These were established in the second half of the 14th century and survived 
until destruction in 1961. Similar events could not be observed in the 
southern part of the Borough until at least a century later. The excavated 
sequence no doubt reflects an extension of the New Borough that was both 
later and initially less successful than that on firmer ground to the north 
and east. However, the planned if gradual re-development of the area from 
the mid 14th century was a new departure from which there was afterwards 
no major set-back.

That part of the Barony which was examined was probably too far away 
from the street line to be truly representative of residential development. 
Here rubbish was dumped by the river wall, no doubt from tenements on 
the street; and among the later deposits, the large quantity of horn indicates 
an industry active before the records of the Street Directories.

From the 17th century, evidence from all sources for a period of renewed 
prosperity quickly gathers. New Elvet entered an industrial phase which 
showed evidence of national and international contact and was to last until 
the early part of this century.

T h e  F in d s

Finds from each of the two sites are described in turn. The pottery is illustrated 
together in Figs. 10 to 17, and Plate XV, 1. The prefix “I” is used to desig
nate New Elvet I material, "II” that from the 1973 excavation. Items marked 
with an asterisk are illustrated.

N e w  E l v e t  I

The finds from the 1961-64 excavations were rich and varied. In addition 
to a large assembly of medieval pottery, there was an important group of 
clay pipes, metalwork, including a bronze cauldron and two bronze buckles, 
and six coins. There was also a great quantity of building material recovered, 
including worked stone, brick, stone and clay tiles, and lead window calmes. 
Work continues on this material and it is hoped to publish it in detail 
elsewhere. The present report coniines itself to the publication of reference 
groups of pottery; the coins and principal clay-pipe manufacturers are listed, 
and the cauldron and a group of the worked stone from the large pit (F.3) 
are illustrated in Plates XIV and XV.

POTTERY

FR O M  T H E  F IL L IN G  O F T H E  L A R G E  P IT  (F.3)

1-10**A group of cooking pot rims, all in medium hard gritty buff fabric. These



rims illustrate various modifications, in fabric and type, of the later angular 
forms of the Northern 12th century cooking pot. Aperture diameters range from  
5-8J inches.

11.*Rim of cooking pot in similar fabric to Nos. 1-10, but with more elongated section. 
There are glaze runs on the top of the rim and inside.

12. Clubbed rim of cooking pot in softish slightly gritty buff fabric.
13.*Rim of small to medium' sized cooking pot in hard, slightly gritty fabric, with 

traces of glaze on the exterior extending over rilling immediately below the rim.
14.*Everted rim of cooking pot in medium hard, slightly gritty fabric with grey core 

and reduction on the inner surface. This differs markedly from Nos. 1-13.
15.*Rim of vessel, somewhat similar to No. 1/14 but with a slightly different profile.
16.*Rim of jug in hard, slightly gritty fabric.
17. Rim of jug, showing evidence of the junction with the spout, in hard, slightly 

gritty fabric, with light grey core and oxydised inner surface. There is dirty 
green glaze on the exterior, and the upper surface of the rim.

18.*Rim of small to medium sized vessel in hard, slightly gritty buff fabric, with 
incised groove on upper surface of rim.

19.*Decorated wall sherd from the body of a jug in smooth, light buff fabric. The 
exterior has an alternating pattern of scale and notched strip, beneath deterio
rated medium green glaze.

20. A wall sherd similar to No. 1/19 but from a different jug.
21.*Strap handle of a jug in medium hard, slightly gritty fabric. Apple green glaze 

covers most of the upper surface. The handle has a single central groove between 
outer bands of combed decoration made by a series of short stabbing movements. 
This form of decoration is not uncommon in 13/14th century strap handles.

22. Base of a jug in medium hard gritty fabric, with poor quality light green glaze 
on the exterior. This fragment shows the elongated basal angle more commonly 
found in the 14th century.

23.*Rim and strap handle of jug in hard, slightly gritty fabric. The jug was fired 
dark grey on the inside, and has an overall thick, dirty olive green glaze on the 
handle, which is incised with four longitudinal grooves. Pressure of thumb tip 
and nail has been applied to the upper surface of the handle to join it to the jug,

24. Rim and body sherd of globular jug /jar in hard grey fabric with overall olive 
green glaze. The rim provides for a lid-seating and there is a combed decoration 
on the exterior.

25. Body sherd of a jug in hard, slightly gritty fabric with grey core and oxydised 
inner surface. The exterior has been decorated with alternating random stabs 
and vertical incised lines, and is covered with medium olive green glaze.

26.*Flanged rim of a vessel in medium hard pinkish-buff fabric, with orange-chestnut 
glaze on the upper part of the rim and external surface.

Dating—Nos. 1-10 may be dated between the late 13th and early 14th century. 
Nos. 11-17 are not likely to be later than the late 13th century, and Nos. 23-26 
are not likely to be later the mid-14th century. The date for the group may be 
thought of as mid-14th century, (see note 41, page 141).

FROM  THE FILLING OF THE P R IV Y OF HOUSE 3a, (FEATURE  5). 
FR O M  THE BO TTOM  LA YE R , LOOSE C L A Y E Y  S A N D

27.*Restored jug in hard, slightly gritty, medium grey fabric, once covered with 
mid-green glaze. The rim is shaped to seat a lid and has a crudely formed pinched
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spout. The single strap handle joins the jug immediately below the rim and has 
three shallow grooves on its upper surface. The jug has a fairly symmetrical 
sagging base. (Plate XV, 1.)

28.*Restored jug, similar to No. 1/27 in fabric and glaze though slightly different 
in shape and size. Its rim shape is also similar, but the basal angle projects further 
and on the base itself is the outline of the rim of another vessel. (Plate XV, 1.)

29. Two conjoined groups of sherds from the body of a medium to large jug, with

Y



fabric and glaze similar to No. 1/27. There is evidence for at least one strap 
handle.

30. Lid-seated rim and strap handle of a jug in fabric similar to No. 1/27 but with
a much darker, olive green glaze covering most of the surviving exterior including
traces of a frilled cordon below the rim.

31. Rim of jug, with traces of pinched spout, in medium hard, light grey fabric.
Glaze similar to that on No. 1/30 occurs on both inner and outer surfaces.



1/28



32. Rim and wall of vessel in medium hard, slightly gritty fabric with internal light 
green glaze. The exterior is oxydised to a dirty buff colour.

33. Base sherd of jug in hard, gritty, medium grey fabric with external dirty green- 
brown glaze. The underside of the base shows a scar from an inverted pot.

34.*Plain, slightly inverted rim of jug in medium hard, dirty buff fabric with overall 
light green glaze.

35.*Pot lid, in hard red fabric with eroded olive green to dark metallic brown glaze 
on the upper surface. Spots of glaze on the underside, which is scored with sections 
of concentric lines.

36. Angular rim of cooking pot in medium hard, slightly gritty buff fabric. N o wall 
of the pot survives.

37. Four other cooking pot sherds similar in fabric to No. 36.

Dating—Nos. 27-35 appear to form a contemporary group and may be dated 
to the 15th century. Nos. 36 and 37 are earlier in character.

F R O M  THE THIRD L A Y E R  OF FE ATU RE 5, FRIABLE GREY-
B R O W N  SOIL

38. Four sherds of different jugs similar in character to Nos. 27-35.
39. One sherd, perhaps of a cooking pot.

ASH, AB OVE  THE PRECEDING TWO LAYERS,  IN  THE SA M E
FEA TU R E  5

40. Six sherds of 19th century earthenware pottery, including the handle of a ladle, 
a fragment of bread crock and part of the rim of a blue and white earthenware 
plate.

FILLING OF THE P R I V Y  ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE  
B O U N D A R Y  WALL,  FEA TU RE 41

41. Five conjoined sherds of the neck and wall of a medium to large sized jug in 
hard, slightly gritty grey fabric which is fired almost to the character of stone
ware. The exterior of the jug shows a single horizontal zig-zag line of decoration 
immediately below the neck, and slight traces of other incised decoration on the 
upper part of the body, and the whole is covered with olive green glaze. The 
interior is fired light brown in colour and bears fairly extensive glaze runs from 
the neck downwards.

42. Two other jug sherds,— one in heavy dark grey fabric with external olive green 
glaze, the other in thin fabric oxydised on the inside and with medium green 
glaze on the outside.

Dating—This group probably belongs to the second half of the 14th century.

FILLING ON THE COBBLES, WEST OF HOUSE 2

43. Sherds from four bowls or chamber pots, in plain white tinglaze. Aper. diams. 
from 9" to 14".





44. Rim sherds from two plates in white tinglaze.
45. One sherd of tinglaze, with exterior cobalt decoration.
46. Body and handle sherds of stoneware “Bellarmine”.
47. Handle sherd from a vessel similar to No. 46. Nos. 46 and 47 are Frechen.
48. Sherd of a plate in trail slipware. N o rim survives, and there is not enough trail 

decorations to reveal the pattern.
49. Four earthenware sherds, two with chestnut and two with green-brown glaze 

on the internal surfaces.
50. Rim and part of a handle of a pipkin (?), in hard, reddish-buff fabric with internal 

chestnut glaze.
51. Rim and base of a plate in white tinglaze. The bowl area has an overall cobalt 

decoration.

Dating—This group lies within the second half of the 17th century.

LOWEST LEVEL (SAND) D O W N  THE SIDE OF THE EARLIEST WALL.
FE A TU R E  1

52-53. Two sherds of cooking pots (?), both in hard, slightly gritty, oxydised fabric, 
with darker external surfaces. One bears thin glaze runs and traces of carbon.

54. Sherd of cooking pot in medium hard, slightly gritty fabric fired light buff inside 
and light grey on the external surface which had originally been covered with 
light green glaze.

Dating—This group probably belongs to the second half of the 13th century.

L A Y E R  OVER THE PRECED ING  ONE, C L A Y E Y  SAND, A N D  ABOVE  
THE SU R V IV IN G  TOP OF THE W ALL (FEATURE 1)

55. Rim and spout break of a jug in medium hard, slightly gritty fabric fired in 
oxydising conditions. Mid-brown glaze on exterior.

56. Wall sherd of a jug in smoothish, medium buff fabric with a zone of mid green 
glaze on the external surface. The fabric and glaze are characteristic of “Scar
borough ware”.

57. Wall sherd of cooking pot (?), in medium hard, gritty fabric fired buff on the 
inside and discoloured on the exterior.

Dating—Late 13th to early 14th century.

L A Y E R  OVER THE PRECEDING ONE, C L A Y  SAND, IM M ED IATELY  
BELOW B O U N D A R Y  W ALL

58. Sherds from nine vessels, with at least one jug among them. The fabric and 
glaze of the latest sherds in the group suggest a 14th century date.

U N D E R  THE F L A G G E D  A PPRO A CH  TO THE CELLAR (F.61) A N D  
A B O VE THE FILL OF PIT (3)

59. Rim of cooking pot in hard, gritty fabric with light grey core, and light brown 
margins with greyish-brown surfaces.



Fig. 15 (i)

60.*Everted rim of cooking pot in hard, smoothish, buff fabric with slight discoloura
tion of rim and external surface. Slight rilling evident on exterior.

61. Twenty-seven sherds of cooking pots and jugs in a range of fabrics which suggest
a date, of mid to late 14th century.

62. Six sherds, probably from 3 cooking pots and 3 jugs, of character similar to 
No. 61.

63. Three sherds from at least two jugs.
64. Rim of small to medium cooking pot in hard, slightly gritty fabric fired medium

buff.

Dating—Nos. 59-64, are all mid to late 14th century.

UNDER THE F LA G G IN G  A T  THE EAST E N D  OF HOUSE 3 (F.7)

65. Shoulder of a jug in smooth, hard, grey fabric with external olive green glaze. 
There are traces of a handle attachment and incised lines on the outer surface.

66. Two conjoined body sherds of a jug in thin, smooth, hard, grey fabric with 
external purplish-brown glaze.

67. Three sherds in fabric similar to No. 65.
68. Four sherds in hard, slightly gritty, oxydised fabric, three of which have external 

green glaze and one with a blackened surface.

Dating—The group as a whole belongs to the second half of the 14th century.



TOP L A Y E R , CLE AN ER SA N D  A N D  ROO F TILES, IN  THE 
“ASH-PIT” (F.13)

69. Shoulder sherd of jug in hard, slightly gritty, dark grey fabric with external 
mid-green glaze.

70. Base sherd o f jug in fabric similar to No. 69, with traces of light green glaze 
spots on the under side.

71. Shoulder sherd of jug in hard, gritty, light grey fabric oxydised on the inside, 
and with dirty olive green glaze on the exterior.

72. Body sherd of a cooking pot (?), in thin, slightly gritty, buff fabric. There are 
traces of carbon on the exterior.

73. A  sherd, which though not from the same pot, is similar in character to No. 72.
74. Base sherd of a jug (?), in medium hard, slightly gritty fabric fired mid grey 

on the inside and pinkish buff on the exterior.

The latest sherds in the group are Nos. 69 and 70, which are late 14th/early 
15th century.

F R O M  INSIDE THE LA TE R  OF THE TWO “K IL N ” BASES (F.18)

75. Restored dish in smooth, hard, brick-red fabric. Both sides of the wall, and the 
inside of the base have been covered with clear glaze over a white slip, and 
this has produced a lemon-coloured surface. The dish is 2 |"  high and 10" in diam.

76. Restored dish in fabric somewhat similar to No. 75, but slightly softer and 
thicker. Unglazed. 2" high and 8^" in diam.

77. Small bowl, in hard white earthenware, decorated both inside and out with 
adapted Chinese scenes in cobalt blue. Aper. diam. 4 |" . Probably late 18th 
century, perhaps early 19th.

78. Rim of cup (?), in fabric similar to No. 77. There is a band of blue decoration 
below the rim.

79. Rim in “bread crock” fabric, with cream glaze on the inner surface and brown 
glaze on the rim and exterior. Diam. 8".

1 /9 0

1 1 /30 1/88

Fig. 16 (i)

The group is late 18th/early 19th century.



1. New Elvet I— Bronze cauldron in situ

2. N ew Elvet IT— Early wall (F.85); from west

Photo: B. H. Gill



Photo: B. H. Gill

1. N ew Elvet II— Early wall (F.85), from south

Photo: B. H. Gill

2. N ew Elvet II— River wall (F.58); west side, 
upper courses



1. New Elvet II—General view of Brewery outbuildings and pend,
from south

2. Glass bottles from New Elvet II

Photos: B. H. Gill



1. N ew  Elvet I—  
Bronze cauldron, bottom

3. Bronze cauldron. Top, 
Greatest width 33 cms

2, Bronze cauldron: side 
view. Height 41 cms

4. Stone tiles from New Elvet 
I and II

Photos: B. H. Gilf



1. Medieval Pottery from New Elvet I and II. 
Left to right: 1/107, 1/27, 11/16, 1/28, 1/106

2. Worked stone from New Elvet I

Photos: B. H. Gill





UNDER THE NORTH-SOUTH BRICK W A LL  (F.79)

80. Rim and shoulder of a small globular pot in hard, brick-red fabric with medium  
brown glaze overall except the shoulder which bears a trace of a slipware band. 
Rim diam. 3

81. Small sherd similar to No. 80 in fabric and glaze, with traces of a slipware 
pattern on one side.

82. Rim of plate in hard, white earthenware. Rim diam. 9 |" .
83. Two sherds of earthenware in fabric similar to No. 82. The group is 19th/ 

early 20th century.

84. Body sherd of jug (?), in hard, slightly gritty fabric with grey core and oxydised 
interior. The exterior is covered with even mid-green glaze. 14th century.

85. Small rim sherd in tin glaze with buff fabric and concentric cobalt blue lines 
on the inside.

86. Sherd similar to No. 85 in fabric, glaze and decoration.

Dating—Nos. 85 and 86 are probably 17th century, at the latest early 18th.

IN A SPREAD OF SA N D  RUBBLE , M O R T A R  A N D  COAL WITHIN THE 
NORTH-WEST CORNER OF HOUSE 1 A N D  IM M E D IA TE LY OVER THE  

FILLING OF THE BIG PIT (F.3)

87.*Conjoined sherds of rim and body of Cistercian ware cup, type la . The applied 
strip is notched. The size of the fragment shows that it cannot have had less 
than two handles, but the absence of evidence for handle attachments suggests 
it cannot have had more.

88.*Base of medium-sized Cistercian ware type 1 cup, with traces o f applied notched

11/39IT/31

Fig. 17 (i)

BEHIND SK IN  W ALL OF CELLAR APPROA CH  (F.26)



strip. The cup is in the typical purplish-grey fabric, and there is no positive 
evidence of handles.

89. Rim and body sherd of a Cistercian ware type 1 cup, with decoration similar 
to N o. 87.

90.*Wall sherd of what is probably a Cistercian ware type 1 cup. Unlike Nos. 87-89, 
the notched strips are widely separated.

91. Rim sherd of a typical flaring, Cistercian ware type 4 pot, with good quality 
glaze over the purplish-grey fabric.

92. Wall sherd of a Cistercian ware type 1 vessel, probably a medium-sized cup, with 
applied plain strip.

93. Handle and body sherd of a Cistercian ware vessel. There is not enough evidence
to show the exact type, but it is unlikely to be part of a type 1 decorated vessel.

94. Rim sherd, probably of a Cistercian ware type 1 cup.
95. Sherd of Cistercian ware, decorated with applied notch strip and impressed pellet.

The sherd is too small to indicate the overall pattern of decoration.
96.*Wall and handle sherd of medium-sized jug in hard, reddish-brown fabric with 

overall chestnut brown glaze.
97. Body sherd of jug with traces of lower attachment of handle but with no

evidence of internal glaze.

Dating—Although the last two differ from Nos. 87-95 in fabric the group as
a whole is a consistent one, and may be dated between 1450 and 1550.

DISTU RBED D A R K  E A R T H , SA N D  STONE A N D  F R AG M EN TS OF 
2” BR ICK A N D  WALL-PLASTER IN THE N O R T H E R N  PA R T OF 

THE W ESTERN A N N E X E  OF HOUSE 3 (.F.14)

98. Decorated wall sherd of a Westerwald stoneware vessel. The pattern of decoration, 
which is common, is outlined by cobalt blue and purple glazes. Early 18th 
■century.

99. Rim of bowl in tinglaze fabric decorated with concentric lines of cobalt blue.
100. Two sherds of undecorated tinglaze fabric, one the rim of a bowl-like vessel.
101. Sherd of what is probably a saggar or saggar-waster. The fabric is a fire-clay, 

and though misshapen there are wheel marks on the interior. The outside is covered 
with a thick spread of iron glaze which has trickled over one edge of the sherd. 
This is one of three fragments of saggar material from the excavation but their 
significance is uncertain in view of the absence of convincing evidence for pottery 
manufacture on the site.

102. Small sherd of jug or jar in smooth, dark grey fabric with external dirty green 
glaze. This 14th century sherd probably belongs to the filling of the pit imme
diately below this deposit.

103. Body sherd of chamber pot (?) in typical Westerwald fabric. 17th/18th century.
104. Handle of jug in stoneware with mottled brown-grey glaze. Raeren. First half 

of 16th century.

Dating—Apart from the strays the group dates from the late 17th/early 18th 
century.



U NDER THE F LA G G IN G  A T  THE TOP OF THE STEPS 
TO THE CELLAR {F.61)

105. Five sherds of pottery, four of which are in thin brown-glazed fabrics arid the 
fifth part of a porcelain with internal blue decoration.

Dating—Early 18th century.

FROM  THE PIT CUTTIN G THE PRIV Y OF H OUSE 1 (F.39)

106.*Lower half of bunghole pitcher in light buff sandy fabric with external variegated 
and mottled light green glaze. The interior which is also thinly glazed in light 
green is quite heavily scored in bands about 1 cm apart. The bunghole is about 
5 cm from the slightly dished base and bulges out to provide a level aperture. 
Internal diameter of aperture 2  ̂ cm. Second half 14th century.

107*Jug, less rim and handle, in buff fabric with pale grey core and external apple 
green glaze. The upper part of the body has two narrow ridges and widely 
spread applied scales. A  handle terminated near the centre of the vessel with 
three thumb marks. The jug has a thumbed base. Second half of 14th century.

SELECTED PIECES RECOVERED FR O M  THE INSIDE OF HOUSE 3

108.*Bridge spout of a jug in hard, smooth pinkish fabric with a grey core. (NE side 
of Pit 3.)

109.*Tail of skillet handle, in hard, dirty buff fabric with traces of thin yellow-green 
glaze. (S. side of Pit 3.)

110.*Rim of cooking pot in hard slightly gritty, buff fabric, with lower flange forming 
a bifid. (S. side of Pit 3.)

Dating—Second half of 14th century.

BRONZE CAULDRON

The cauldron was found amongst the stone tumble in Pit 3 (Plates XI, 
I, and XIV). It is thistle-shaped with a spherical body and wide flange 
rim. There are three legs, rectangular in section, and two handles, circular 
in section. The cauldron was cast in one piece of bronze, casting seams being 
visible down opposite sides. A circular disc covers the bottom of the under
side, presumably part of the original casting. The handles which showed 
no sign of wear are bent metal rods, joining the edge of the flange to the 
body. The metal is pitted; the flange has been split at one point. The base 
area of the cauldron was blackened when excavated.

Dimensions: Standing height to flange: 41 cms; depth from interior lip to 
base: 35 cms; greater diameter of flange: 33 cms; width of metal: cm;
legs 7 cm long and 3 x 5  cm in maximum section; disc on base 12 cm in 
diameter; capacity: 6 gals. 3 pints. Similar cauldrons have been found at



Loch Arthur Crannog, Kirkcudbright,38 but the type has a long history.39 
The context in which the New Elvet cauldron was found was well-defined 
and gives it a deposition date of the mid 14th century. It may have had a 
life of two or more generations although it was not noticeably worn or 
patched.

CLAY-PIPES

Tobacco pipes ranging from c. 1630-50 to the late 18th/early 19th century 
were found. The greater number spanned the bracket second half of the 
17th to 18th century,40 and were used to supplement the dating of the 
groups listed above. The following manufacturers were recorded:
Edw. Crages (1707-17) — 2 stems
T.E .: (?) Thomas Elsdon (1811-51) — stem
John Hastings (1677-85) — stem
Leomard Holmes — stem
Robert Mould (1659-91) — stem
George Park (1694-1725) — stem
Michael Parke (1691-1737) — stem; bowl
Roger Rain — 2 stems
John Thompson (1663-1690) — 5 stems; bowl

COINS by P. J. Casey
Denomi
nation

Penny
Penny
Farthing

Double

Issuer
BRITISH
1. Edward I
2. Edward I
3. Charles I

FOREIGN
4. Godfrey 

Maurice 
Duke of 
Bouillon 
and Sedan

5. Jeton

6. Jeton: Hans —  
Krauwinckel

Mint

London

Condition Issue Date Cat. Ref.

corroded
corroded
slightly
worn

1279-1307
1279-1307
1625-34 Contemporary copy 

of Peck 135, etc.

—  very worn 1638

Tournai slightly 15thC. 
worn

Nuremberg unworn c. 1600 As Barnard 85, 
but JB I module

38 J. Williams, “A  Crannog at Loch Arthur,
New Abbey”, Trans. DGNH AS, XLVI1I, 
(1971), 121; and see Catalogue of the National
Museum of Antiquities of Scotland, (1892), 
MH 54 for another example from Dowalton. 
Continental examples are collected in Hans 
Drescher, “Mittelalterliche Dreibeintopfe aus 
Bronze”, Rotterdam Papers, (1968). His Nether
lands group dated 14/ 15th century shows

similarities, but not such as to suggest the 
present example is an import.

39 London Museum, Medieval Catalogue, 
(1967), 205.

40 The typology and dating of pipes in this 
and the following section, is due to J. E. Par
sons. See his “The Archaeology of the Clay 
Tobacco-Pipe in North-East England”, A A 4, 
XLII, (1964), 231.
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N e w  E lv e t  II

The finds from the 1973 excavations were fewer and of less significance 
than those from the earlier excavations. There was no worked stone, apart 
from a roofing tile from Site 2 (see Plate XIV, 4), and another from Site 3, 
and little metalwork: three nails, some scraps of bronze from the river 
deposit, and the harness material from the brewery floor (see above p. 119). 
There were six coins which are listed below. The animal bone recovered was 
mainly from unsealed contexts: that from the river deposit was not repre
sentative, since the speed at which this was bottomed, (in the upper layers 
by machine), meant that the total assemblage of bones was not collected. 
From the two pits (63, 46) the bone content was very slight: two ox-horn 
and some fragments. The bulk of animal bone was made up by the several 
dozen horns, unaccompanied by other bones, recovered from the destruction 
of the outhouse and the layers above it.

The pottery listed here is from significant contexts only. In the absence 
of a definitive scheme for the medieval pottery of the North East the dating 
given derives from the references listed below and from comparisons with 
similar pottery excavated by the author in York and Durham, and is tenta
tive.41 The two main stratified series, layers 19 VIII-19 XVI on Site 1 and 
layers 3 and 45 IV-IX on Site 2 were both very probably laid down by the 
river, with consequent devaluation of the stratification from residual sherds 
and mixing under flood conditions.

Imports included Westerwald ware from beneath the brewery floor and 
several unstratified sherds of Weser ware from Site 3.

POTTERY FROM SITE I

FROM THE S AN D  A N D  SILT COVERING THE E A R L Y  W A LL
(LAYER 78 VI)

l.*Bifid cooking pot rim in buff pimply fabric, a shallow groove around the upper 
edge. Compare No. 1/110, which is in similar fabric.

41 Much of the dating in this, as in the opinion of J. E. Parsons, for which the author
previous section, is also due to the experienced is most grateful.



2. Three dozen small worn body sherds in buff pimply fabric, some showing spots o f 
yellow or pale green glaze. H alf a dozen sherds in similar fabric showed internal 
reduction and external green glaze.

F R O M  THE LOW EST S A N D  LEVELS O N  THE EAST SIDE OF THE  
RIVER W A LL  (LAYER 75 III)

3. Fragment of jug rim and handle in biscuit-like fabric with external light green 
glazing and darker mottling. A single shallow round groove along upper and 
lower sides of handle, cf. Carlisle No. 26, Hartlepool  No. 3.

4.*Rim in pale buff pimply fabric with flange-like edge. ^
5. A dozen small worn sherds in pale buff pimply fabric, most showing spots of dark 

green, toffee-coloured or orange glazing.

Dating—These two groups should belong to the late 13th/early 14th century.

F R O M  THE HIGHEST FLOOD LEVELS ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE  
RIVER W A LL (LAYERS 75 L II; 78 IV)

6. A dozen small worn sherds, cf. Nos. 2 and 5.

F R O M  THE G R A V E L  O N  THE WEST SIDE OF THE RIVER WALL
(LA YER 19 XVI)

7. A dozen body sherds of 14th/early 15th century fabrics, cf. Nos. 8-13 below:

F R O M  THE SILT A B O VE THE G R A VEL (LAYER 19 XV )

8. Two dozen small body sherds in smooth hard grey fabric with external apple 
green or dark green glaze; fragment of strap handle in same fabric and glaze.

9. Half a dozen small body sherds in same fabric as 8, with external brown glaze 
with metallic sheen; a single sherd of the. same, with wavy incisions.

10. Small body sherd of fine hard red fabric with shiny brown external glaze.
11. Body sherd of fine thin hard grey fabric with overall internal and external waxy 

dark blue-green glaze, showing two finger indentations.
12. Inverted, pinched rim of similar fabric to No. 11, perhaps from the same vessel.
13. Fragment of brown fabric with dark brown granular external glaze, (“Humber 

Basin” ware).

Bating—Although fragmentary, this group probably belongs to the late 14th/15th 
century.

FR O M  THE S A N D Y  L A Y E R S  ABOVE THE SILT (LAYERS 19 X l-X lV )

14. A  dozen body sherds in fabrics of 14th and 15th century, cf. Nos. 8-13 above.



FR O M  THE SAND, GRIT A N D  RUBBISH L A Y E R S  A B O V E  THESE
(LA YER 19 X)

15.*Rim and body of large storage jar probably with two or more handles in biscuit 
coloured and textured fabric with internal and external glaze. A  first layer of 
internal apple-green glaze has been covered, apart from at the rim and just below  
it, by a darker and deeper layer o f green glaze. The external glaze was spotted 
and dribbled from the top onto the body which has a light red colour. The short 
handle is joined directly to the rim and by thumbing to the body. cf. Finchaler 
No. 50.

16.'*Partially restored jug in pale orange fabric with pale orange-green internal glaze. 
The glaze is very thin at the top and lies deep and cracked on the inside of the 
base. The jug had at least one handle with a single shallow upper groove, and 
may or may not have had a spout. There are three parallel grooves scored around 
the body at the level of the bottom of the handle. Off-centre on the underside 
of the base is a ring of glaze spots left by the top of another vessel in the kiln.

17. Three body sherds in hard-fired buff coloured fabric with internal light green glaze.
18. Body sherd in thick hard-fired red fabric, with external green glaze.
19. Two fragments o f heavy grey fabric with dark brown granular uneven glaze, cf. 

No. 11/13.
20. Half a dozen sherds of thick grey fabric with spots of external green glaze; frag

ment of large strap handle in the same fabric, shallow and broad in section.
21. Half a dozen body sherds in red-brown fabric with shiny black or brown external 

glaze.
22. Thick rim in red fabric with heavy brown-green glaze.
23. Conical knob, (leg of tripod pitcher?), in grey fabric with thin green glaze.
24. Two small sherds of Cistercian ware, one showing two parallel notched yellow  

strips on metallic brown glaze, the other a thin yellow piping on shiny brown glaze.
25. Four body sherds of (probably different) slipware plates, with yellow trailed over 

brown glaze, in stripes, squiggles and in one case, a flower.
26. Fragment of light biscuit-like fabric with blue and white tin glaze.
27. Half a dozen fragments of clay pipe stem, including one with floral decoration.

Dating—This group came from a layer or rather a series of layers which had to 
be cleared rapidly, and consequently shows variety in fabric and glaze. The pottery 
is mainly of the 15th and 16th centuries with intrusive material of the 17th century.

FR O M  THE L A Y E R  ABOVE (19 IX)

28. Three small sherds of grey fabric with eroded green glaze.
29. A  dozen small body sherds of post-medieval pottery in sandy red fabric with

deep brown shiny internal glaze.
30.*Base of Type 1 Cistercian ware bowl with trace of one handle, in dark red fabric 

with external and internal black metallic glaze and yellow-green notched applied 
strips, cf. Nos. 1/87, 88. , .

31.*Two body sherds of tin-glazed plate; a blue floral decoration on a white background.
32.*Rim and body sherd in thin red fabric with chestnut brown internal and external 

glaze with rich yellow trails. The rim is slightly inverted.
33. Rim of slipware plate with yellow trail on light brown glaze, cf. No. 11/25!



34. N ine fragments of clay pipe stem and a bowl with a single line of simple roulet- 
ting around the top, and dateable to between 1630-1650.

Dating—The group contains material of the 16th and first half of the 17th 
centuries.

F R O M  THE HIGHEST L A Y E R  A G A IN S T  THE E X T A N T  RIVER W ALL  
ON ITS WEST SIDE {19 VIII)

35. Skillet handle in pale pink sandy fabric with internal black shiny glaze; some 
glaze spreads onto the handle to cover the first few millimetres thinly and to fill 
a deeply thumbed indentation on its underside. Similar in fabric, but not in form 
or glaze to 1/50.

36.*Roll-rim of plate in brick-red fabric with red-brown glaze and yellow trail.
37. Fragments of 17th/18th century in glaze, Bellarmine ware, trail slipware, and 

polychrome porcelain.
38. Fragments of Parsons Type 10 clay pipe with initial M — ; probably Michael 

Parke (1691-1737).
39.*Bowl and greater part of stem of Parsons Type 10 clay pipe; initial of maker R.H. 

on either side of finger stop below bowl; a band of incised ornament around 
bowl-end of stem. Dateable to between 1710-1750. Similar pipes of this form  
by the same maker come from Austin Friars, Newcastle, in a group with a date 
of about 1715.42 Internal diameter of bowl: 1*9 cms; of stem at the break: 
0*2 cms.

Dating—The group is of the 17th and early 18th centuries.

F R O M  THE PIT EAST OF THE RIVER W A LL (F.63)

40.*Rim and body sherd with handle, in pale red fabric with grey core and with 
internal and external partial apple-green glazing. The rim is a flange curving 
upwards, and the handle, which is set ‘ at angle to the rim, has been thumbed 
on with the additional (?) use of a fingernail or some rectangular implement, 
cf. Cambokeels  (1949) No. 5.

41.*Jug rim and body sherd with handle in light grey fabric with metallic muddy- 
brown external glaze. The handle has a single shallow groove along the upper 
surface and deep thumb marks at the lower end.

42. Three fragments of medieval pottery, one in buff pimply fabric, the other two 
in grey fabric with external green glaze.

Dating—The group is 15th century.

F R O M  THE D E STR U C TIO N  OF THE OUTHOUSE IM M EDIATELY  
A B O VE THE FLOOR {10 VI)

43. Half a dozen sherds in grey fabric with internal and external metallic green glaze.
44. Rim of earthenware dish with internal brown glaze.

42 I am grateful to Mr. J. E. Parsons for this 
information.



45. A  roll-rim and base sherd of similar fabric to 44.
46. A  battered fragment of rod-handle in light grey fabric with partial light green 

glazing.

Dating—Nos. 44 and 45 are probably from 17th century vessels, the remainder 
residual.

POTTERY FROM SITE 2

FR O M  THE SILT OF THE LOWEST LEVELS E X C A V A T E D  
(3 VIII, IX; 45 VIII)

47. Three dozen small sherds—none bigger than 5 cm across— in a variety of fabrics 
but mainly hard fired buff, with spots of green and brown glaze, and grey fabric 
with external apple-green glaze. Some sherds show signs of rilling, cf. No. 48.

48. Body sherd in grey fabric with external dusty green glaze and rilling.
49.*Base sherd in grey fabric with external muddy-brown glaze with slight metallic 

sheen. The base is flat with two rills on an upright wall.
50. Carinated rim of thin walled vessel in red-brown fabric with internal and external 

toffee-coloured glaze.
51. Two body sherds of grey fabric with external green glaze. There are traces of a 

handle with three thumb marks.
52. Body sherd in grey fabric with external partial brown-black glaze, cf. No. 11/13.

FR O M  THE GRAVEL ABOVE THE SILT (LAYERS 3 VII, 45 VII)

53. Jug rim in grey fabric, internally reduced, with mottled dark green external glazing. 
Below the rim, which appears to have been damaged where a glazed vessel stuck 
to it in firing, is a pinched flange out of which a handle has been led. The handle 
has a broad and shallow section, and three slight finger marks where it joins the 
flange. Both flange and handle show decorative pecking and scoring, cf. Carnbo- 
keels (1947) No. 3 and 1/21.

54.*Fragment of strap handle in hard grey fabric with overall metallic brown glaze. 
Very faint shallow groove down centre of upper side which also shows a number 
of indentations made with a hollow tube.

55. Four dozen sherds of medieval pottery, 13th/15th century, cf. No. 47.
56. Two sherds, as No. 55 but with external and internal green glaze.

Dating—These two groups are mainly 15th century with residual material from  
13th and 14th centuries.

FROM  THE M U D  A N D  C H ARC O AL ABOVE THE SA N D  A N D  
GRA VEL (LAYERS 3 VI, 45 VI)

57.*Part of strap handle in rusty-red fabric with variable grey core and variable dark 
green to toffee brown glaze. The grooves on the upper surface have been made 
with an implement, cf. Cambokeels (1947) No. 5.

58.*Body and lower part of handle in grey fabric with external dark green glaze. 
Three untidy finger marks press the handle to the body and groove its upper 
surface, cf. Durham Castle No. 29.



59.*Club rim of cooking pot in sandy salmon pink fabric with grey core. There is 
a shallow groove along the outer perimeter. The inner lip is rounded, cf. No. 1/3.

60. H alf a dozen sherds in hard pale red fabric with spots of green glaze, or dark grey 
fabric with dark green glaze, including a fragment of a plate (?) rim.

Dating—This group is also probably 15th century, with residual material.

F R O M  THE TOP L A Y E R  OF THE FLOOD DEPOSIT , GRAVEL
(.3 IV, 45 IV)

61. Body sherd of Cistercian ware bowl in brown fabric with brown glaze and light 
brown applied strip.

62. The dozen body sherds in grey fabric with external green glaze; fragment of strap
handle, base and wall sherd in same fabric.

63. Three sherds in same fabric as 62, with incised line decoration.

Dating—The group dates to The 15th or 16th century, with residual 13th/14th
century sherds.
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BOTTLE REPORT by B. H. Gill (Plate XIII, 2)
LIST OF BREWERS' TRA DE M A R K S  REPRESENTED A T  FORSTER'S  

BREWERY,  NEW ELVET II

1. Stoneware flagons ( |  gallon, 1 gallon,' 2 gallons, 4 gallons):
THOMAS COULTHARD/W INE & SPIRIT M ERCHANT/B» A UCK LAND
GEO,CRIC [HTONJ/WINE & SPIRIT [MERCHANT]/CHESTER[-LE-STREET]
M. FORSTER/W INE & SPIRIT M ERCH ANT/DURH A M
T. C. FORSTER/ SPIRIT M ERCH ANT/DURH AM
T. C. FORSTER /W INE & SPIRIT M ER CH AN T/D UR H A M
W. [KN] OX INE WC AST LE
M aker:
PEARSON & CO/W HITTINGTON M OOR/CHESTERFIELD  
PEARSON & Co/W HITTINGTON M O OR/POTTERIES/NEAR

CHESTERFIELD

2a. Beer bottles (+ pint, 1 pint):
IMPERIAL \  PIN T /T  & HC COLPITTS/CRITERIO N/DURHAM
M ARY.FORSTER/DURHAM
THOS.C.FORSTER/DURHAM
JOSEPH JOHNSON/DURH AM
James McKie & C°/Newcastle
PLEWS&SONS/DARLINGTON
STAFFORD&SONS/DURHAM
TRUM AN& C°LD/LONDON & BURTON
TR U M A N SL I5/L O N DO N  & BURTON
TRUM ANS LID/NEW CASTLE
W ADDINGH AM  & HOLT/DURHAM
M akers:
a y r e s .q u a y .b o t t l e .c ° / m a k e r s / s u n d e r l a n d
AYRES QUAY BOTTLE C °/M A K E R S/SU N D E R L A N D  
GEO W OOD/M AKER LEEDS

2b. Lemonade bottles (-]- pint, 1 pint):
CHAS.EVANS/ESTABLISHED / 1840/DURHAM
JOSEPH JOHNSON/DURH AM
Maker:
AYRES QUAY BOTTLE C 2/M A K E R S/SU N D E R L A N D  
AYRES QUAY BOTTLE C °/M A K E R S/SU N D E R L A N D

D is c u s s io n

All the bottles and stoneware flagons recovered came from Site 1, which 
a comparison with the 1857 OS map shows to have been part of a brewery. 
White’s Directory for 1847 lists two brewe.rs in the immediate neighbour
hood—Robert Jackson junior, (who lived at 25 Hallgarth Street), in Water 
Lane itself, and Mrs. Jane Forster (also a Wine & Spirit Merchant) at 60



New Elvet (nearly at the head of Water Lane). Jackson vanishes by 1855 
(Slater’s Directory), and it is only Forsters who appear in all later entries 
until Water Lane vanishes beneath Hatfield View c. 1920. It therefore 
seems safe to conclude that by 1857 the brewery shown entered off Water 
Lane belonged to the Forster family. By 1856 (Whellan’s Directory) Jane 
Forster seems to have acquired 60A New Elvet as an “Off Licence”. Some 
time between 1868 (Mercer & Crocker’s Directory) and 1873 (Kelly’s 
Directory) Thomas Creighton Forster took over control of the family firm, 
and was in his turn replaced between 1879 (Kelly’s Directory) and 1890 
(Kelly’s Directory) by Mrs. Mary Forster, who is the earliest member of the 
family to be attested among the containers found. She handed the firm on 
to a second Thomas Creighton Forster (also attested among the finds) 
between 1902 (Kelly’s Directory) and 1914 (Kelly’s Directory), and it is he 
who probably sees out the short time (some six or seven years) left to the 
firm until the demolition and redevelopment of the area in about 1920. In 
1914-15 (Sunderland County Directory) T. C. Forster is advertised as “sole 
agent in Durham for Truman, Hanbury, Buxton & Co.’s celebrated London 
stout and Burton ales”, thus explaining the relatively large number of 
Truman bottles among the “foreign” containers found.

Briefly, the dating for such of the other brewers attested among the con
tainers found as have been located in the records so far is as follows (dates 
of first appearance in the directories):

These brewers are unlikely to have been trading partners of the Forsters; 
even nowadays most brewers carry small stocks of “foreign” beers (i.e. those 
produced by competitors).

Almost all Mary Foster’s flagons were made by Pearson & Co. of Whit
tington Moor, Chesterfield, and of those without a maker’s mark it is unlikely 
that more than a very few were not also made by Pearson. None of the other 
flagons bear a maker’s mark, and cannot therefore be ascribed at present.

Apart from Waddingham & Holt, all the Durham brewers represented 
seem to have been supplied with bottles by the Ayres Quay Bottle Co., 
Sunderland. They are identified as such either by “Ayres Quay Bottle Co. 
Makers Sunderland” embossed on the. “back” of the bottle at the bottom 
or by the letters AQ, A, A, or (usually) Q embossed on the base.

It is most likely, therefore, that the containers found all fall within the 
approximate date range 1890-1920, and it is interesting to note that those 
bearing Mary Forster’s name could have been in use for up to thirty years 
at the time of cessation of trading.

T. & H. C. Colpitts 1902 (Kelly)
1914-15 (Sunderland County) 
1894 (Whellan)
1894 (Whellan)
1914-15 (Sunderland County)

Chas. Evans
Joseph Johnson (City Brewery) 
Plews & Sons 
Stafford & Sons


