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A t  some p o i n t  in  t h e  l a t e  tw e l f th  c e n tu r y ,  m o s t  p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  1 1 7 0 s , a  s m a l l  g i r l  
w a s  p la y in g  w i th  o t h e r  c h i ld r e n  n e a r  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  c h u r c h  o f  D u r h a m . 1 H e r  n a m e  
w a s  E m e l o th  a n d  s h e  w a s  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a  lo c a l  m a n  c a l l e d  A s c e lo th .  S h e  l iv e d  
o n  th e  o p p o s i t e  s id e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  W e a r  f r o m  th e  c a t h e d r a l ,  in  A lv e r tu n e s  s tr e te ,  t h e  
m o d e r n  A l le r g a te .  W e  d o  n o t  k n o w  h e r  p r e c i s e  a g e  b u t  s h e  w a s  c e r t a in l y  n o t  o ld  
e n o u g h  t o  t a k e  fu l l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  h e r  a c t i o n s .  I n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  h e r  g a m e — w h ic h  
s o u n d s  a s  t h o u g h  i t  in v o lv e d  a  b a l l— s h e  s t r a y e d  i n t o  t h e  c a t h e d r a l ,  c o m p le te ly  
u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S a in t  C u t h b e r t ,  w h o s e  b o d y  r e s te d  in s id e ,  w a s  s u p p o s e d  
t o  h a v e  f o r b id d e n  a ll  f e m a le s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  b u i ld in g .  S h e  w e n t  o u t  o f  h e r  m i n d  
n e v e r th e le s s  a n d  r e m a in e d  in  th i s  s t a t e  f o r  s o m e  t im e ,  b e a r i n g  a  p a t h e t i c  r e s e m b la n c e  
t o  a  c a s e  o f  s e n i le  d e m e n t i a .2 T h i s  s to r y ,  in  w h ic h  th e  s a i n t  a p p e a r s  a s  b o t h  v in ­
d ic t iv e  a n d  p e t t y - m in d e d ,  is  in  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  f a m i l i a r  im a g e  o f  t h e  n o r t h ’s 
g r e a t e s t  s a in t ,  t h e  d e e p ly  lo v e d  f ig u re  d e v o t i o n  t o  w h o m  w a s  l a t e r  r e p u t e d  to  b e  th e  
g r e a t e s t  h in d r a n c e  to  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  R e f o r m a t i o n .3

T h e  h i s to r i c a l  C u t h b e r t ,  s u c c e s s iv e ly  m o n k ,  h e r m i t  o n  t h e  i s la n d ,  o f  I n n e r  F a m e  
a n d  b i s h o p  o f  L in d i s f a r n e ,  h a d  d ie d  in  6 8 7 . H is  c a r e e r  h a d  r e v e a l e d  a n  u n u s u a l  
t a l e n t  f o r  b o t h  t h e  e r e m i t ic  life  a n d  p a s t o r a l  c a r e ,  w h i le ,  in  a d d i t i o n  to  h is  s a n c t i t y ,  
t h e  s t r e n g th  o f  h is  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  h is  c h a r m  h a d  im p r e s s e d  th e m s e lv e s  u p o n  c o n ­
te m p o r a r i e s .  O f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  im p o r t a n c e  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h is  p o s t h u m o u s  c u l t  
w a s  t h e  d is c o v e r y ,  m a d e  e le v e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  h is  d e a t h ,  o f  t h e  i n c o r r u p t i o n  o f  h is  
b o d y .  T h e  p r e c io u s  re l ic  r a p i d ly  c a m e  t o  e m b o d y  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  L i n d i s f a r n e  a n d  g a v e  
i t  a  m e a s u r e  o f  s t a b i l i t y  in  t h e  d i f f ic u l t  y e a r s  w h e n  t h e  V ik in g s  o v e r r a n  N o r t h u m b r i a .  
I t  w a s  f o u n d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m o v e  th e  se e , n e v e r th e le s s ;  in  8 8 3  th e  s a i n t ’s c o m m u n i t y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  in  C h e s te r - l e - S t r e e t  a n d  in  9 9 5  in  D u r h a m .

I n  s p i te  o f  t h e  a s c e t ic  s t r a i n  i n  C u t h b e r t ’s p e r s o n a l i t y  th e r e  is  n o  h i n t  o f  m i s o g y n y  
in  th e  n e a r - c o n t e m p o r a r y  b i o g r a p h ie s .4 I n d e e d  h e  is  a lw a y s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  e n jo y in g  
m o s t  c o r d i a l  a n d  w a r m  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  w o m e n ,  o f  tw o  o f  w h o m  h e  s e e m s  to  h a v e  
b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r ly  f o n d .  K e n s w i th ,  h is  f o r m e r  n u r s e ,  w h o m  h e  a d d r e s s e d  a s  “ m o t h e r ” , 
h a d  c a r e d  f o r  h im  s in c e  h e  w a s  e ig h t .  H e  m a d e  a  p o i n t  o f  v is i t in g  h e r  f r e q u e n t l y  
a n d  o n  o n e  o c c a s io n  p r e v e n t e d  a  f i re  f r o m  d e s t r o y in g  h e r  h o m e . 5 A  f r i e n d  in  r e l ig io n  
w a s  A b b e s s  V e r c a ,  w h o  e n t e r t a i n e d  h im  in  h e r  m o n a s t e r y  w h e r e ,  i t  w a s  b e l ie v e d ,  
h e  m i r a c u l o u s ly  t u r n e d  w a te r  i n t o  w in e .6 S h e  a ls o  s e n t  h im  a  l e n g t h  o f  c lo t h  w h ic h  
w a s  o b v io u s ly  o f  t o o  p r e c io u s  a  m a t e r i a l  f o r  h im  t o  w e a r ,  b u t  h e  k e p t  i t ,  o u t  o f  
a f f e c t i o n  f o r  h e r  w e  a r e  to l d ,  s o  t h a t  h is  b o d y  m i g h t  b e  w r a p p e d  in  i t  a f t e r  h is  d e a t h . 7



A s  th e s e  e x a m p le s  in d i c a t e ,  t h e  h i s to r i c a l  C u t h b e r t ,  f a r  f r o m  k e e p in g  w o m e n  a t  a  
d i s t a n c e ,  w a s  p r o b a b l y  a s  c lo s e ly  in v o lv e d  w i th  t h e m  a s  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  h is  p o s i t i o n  
a l l o w e d .

F o r  o v e r  f o u r  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  s a i n t ’s  d e a t h  n o  w o r k  p r o d u c e d  b y  th e  c ir c le  
o f  h is  f o l lo w e r s  o r  e l s e w h e r e  c o n t a i n s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a n t i - f e m in i s m  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  
h im .  W e  f i r s t  h e a r  t h a t  C u t h b e r t  w a s  p r e j u d ic e d  a g a in s t  w o m e n ,  a n d  p r e p a r e d  to  
p e r s e c u te  t h o s e  w h o  o f f e n d e d  h im ,  in  S y m e o n ’s H is to r ia  D u n elm en sis E c c le s ia e ,8 a  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  f o u n d e d  o r ig in a l ly  o n  L in d i s f a m e ,  w h ic h  w a s  c o m p o s e d  b e tw e e n  
1 1 0 4  a n d  1 1 0 7 .9 T h i s  g iv e s  u s  a  d a t e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  C u t h b e r t ’s 
m i s o g y n y .  A t  o n e  p o i n t  S y m e o n  d e s c r ib e s  h o w  th e  s a i n t ’s f o l lo w e r s  le f t  L in d i s f a m e  
in  8 7 5  a n d  c a r r y in g  h is  b o d y  w i th  t h e m  l iv e d  a s  f u g i t iv e s  f o r  f e a r  o f  t h e  V ik in g s .10 
T h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r  b e g in s  w i th  th e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  h a r d l y  a n y  o f  th e  c h u r c h e s  w h e r e  
t h e  h o ly  b o d y  r e s te d  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g  o r  a f t e r  t h e  f l i g h t11 p e r m i t t e d  w o m e n  to  e n t e r  
e v e n  u p  to  t h e  t im e  o f  w r i t in g .  S y m e o n  e x p la in s  th i s  c u s t o m  b y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f ire  
w h ic h  d e s t r o y e d  th e  d o u b l e  m o n a s t e r y  o f  C o ld i n g h a m  a n d  w h ic h  w a s  r e g a r d e d  a s  
a  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  t h e  l a x i ty  o f  i t s  i n m a te s .  T h e  n u n s ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  h a d  w o v e n  f in e  
g a r m e n t s  t o  d r e s s  l ik e  b r id e s  o r  t o  a t t r a c t  m e n  f r o m  o u t s id e  t h e  m o n a s t e r y .  S h o r t ly  
a f t e r w a r d s  C u t h b e r t ,  o n  b e in g  m a d e  b i s h o p ,  r u l e d  t h a t  h is  f o l lo w e r s ,  b o t h  p r e s e n t  
a n d  f u t u r e ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  n o  c o n t a c t  w i th  w o m e n ,  w h o  w e re  d e n ie d  a d m i t t a n c e  to  
h is  c h u r c h  o n  L in d i s f a m e .  T h e  b a n ,  S y m e o n  a d d s ,  e x te n d e d  e v e n  to  t h e  b u r i a l  
g r o u n d s  o f  h is  c h u r c h e s ,  e x c e p t  i n  s p e c ia l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .12 B e f o r e  e x a m in in g  th e  p r a c ­
t i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  th u s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  s a in t ,  i t  m a y  b e  w o r th  
in v e s t i g a t i n g  i t s  o r ig in s .

I n  1 0 8 3  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  B e n e d ic t in e  m o n k s  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  D u r h a m  a n d  
f r o m  t h e n  o n  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  c h u r c h  f o r m e d  th e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o m e  o f  a  g r o u p  
o f  m e n  c o m m i t t e d  t o  c e l ib a c y .  A s  s u c h  i t  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  u n r e a s o n a b le  t h a t  w o m e n  
s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e x c lu d e d  f r o m  th e  b u i ld in g .  S a in t  B e n e d ic t  in  h is  R u le 13 d o e s  n o t  
m e n t i o n  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  w o m e n  in  t h e  m o n a s t e r y ;  p r e s u m a b ly  th e  s u b je c t  w a s  f a r  
t o o  o b v io u s  t o  b e  w o r t h  d is c u s s in g .  I n  s u c h  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  p r e s e r v e  
t h e  com m unity f r o m  p o t e n t i a l l y  h a r m f u l  in f lu e n c e s  c o u ld  e a s i ly  d e v e lo p  i n t o  m is o g y n y  
e s p e c ia l ly  a s  w o m e n  c o u ld  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t iv e  a ll ie s  o f  th e  d e v il .  
T h e  m o n a s t i c  c h u r c h ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w a s  a l s o  t h e  h e a d  c h u r c h  o f  t h e  d io c e s e  
o f  D u r h a m  a n d  th e r e f o r e  a t  c e r t a i n  t im e s  c o u ld  e x p e c t  t o  r e c e iv e  v is i t o r s  f r o m  o u t ­
s id e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  E v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  h o u s e d  C u t h b e r t ’s re l ic s  a n d  s u c h  a  
p o w e r f u l  s a i n t  c o u ld  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  b e  f r e e  o f  p i lg r im s  f o r  lo n g .

D u r h a m  o f  c o u r s e  w a s  n o t  u n iq u e  in  p o s s e s s in g  a  f a m o u s  s h r in e  in  a  m o n a s t i c  
c h u r c h ,  b u t  e ls e w h e r e  a n  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e a c h e d  b e tw e e n  th e  
n e e d s  o f  t h e  r e l ig io u s  a n d  th o s e  o f  t h e  p i lg r im s .  A  r e c e n t  s tu d y  in v e s t i g a t in g  v is i t o r s  
t o  r e l ic - c e n t r e s  a n d  t h e i r  m i r a c l e s  e x a m in e d ,  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  s h r in e s ,  t h o s e  in  th e  
m o n a s t e r i e s  o f  N o r w i c h  a n d  C a n t e r b u r y  in  t h e  tw e l f th  c e n tu r y  a n d  W o r c e s te r  in  th e  
t h i r t e e n t h .  T h e  a u t h o r ’s g e n e r a l  c o n c lu s io n  o n  th e  a d m is s io n  o f  o u t s id e r s  w a s  t h a t  
“ u s u a l ly  p i l g r im s  o f  b o t h  s e x e s  w e re  w e lc o m e  a t  t h e  s h r in e s  . .  .” 14 A t  B u r y  S a in t  
E d m u n d s , 15 E v e s h a m 16 a n d  M a l m e s b u r y 17 in  th e  d e c a d e s  a f t e r  t h e  C o n q u e s t  w o m e n  
a p p e a r ,  s im i la r ly ,  t o  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  n o  d i f f ic u l ty  in  a p p r o a c h i n g  th e  s a in t .  T h e y



w e r e  n o t  a d m i t t e d  t o  P o n t i g n y  in  t h e  m i d - t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  t h e  r e l ic s  w e re , t a k e n  
o u t  t o  t h e m . 18 T h u s  o n  th e  w h o le  t h e 1 m o n a s t i c  g u a r d i a n s  o f  m a j o r  r e l ic s  w e r e  
p r e p a r e d  t o  a l lo w  a l l  ty p e s  o f  v i s i t o r  to  a p p r o a c h  t h e  s h r in e .  N o  d o u b t  t h e y  w e r e  
c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  i f  o u t s id e r s  h a d  a c c e s s  t o  c e r t a in  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  th e  c h o i r  w a s  
f o r  t h e i r  u s e  a l o n e .19 S u c h  to l e r a n c e  d id  n o t  p r e v a i l  a t  D u r h a m .  .

I t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  S a in t  C u t h b e r t ’s p o s i t i o n  in  t h i s  m a t t e r  w a s  u n iq u e .  W h y  
d id  h e  c o m e  to  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  m i s o g y n is t?  I t  c a n n o t  b e  e n o u g h  to  s a y ,  w i th  C o lg r a v e ,  
t h a t  th i s  b e l i e f  m e r e ly  r e f le c te d  th e  lo s s  s u f f e r e d  b y  w o m e n  a f t e r  1 0 6 6  o f  t h e  h ig h  
s t a t u s  t h e y  h a d  e n jo y e d  in  A n g lo - S a x o n  s o c i e ty .20 I f  t h i s  h a d  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  f a r  m o r e  
s a in t s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  n o t e d  f o r  t h e i r  d is l ik e  o f  w o m e n  a n d  I  k n o w  o f  n o  o t h e r  
E n g l i s h  e x a m p le s .

S o m e  y e a r s  a g o  R o s a l i n d  H i l l  p u t  f o r w a r d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c u r i o u s  p h e n o m ­
e n o n  w h ic h  c a r r i e s  g r e a t  c o n v ic t io n .  B e f o r e  1 0 8 3  S a in t  C u t h b e r t  h a d  b e e n  s e r v e d  
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  b y  a  h e r e d i t a r y  c o m m u n i t y  o f  m a r r i e d  c le r g y ,  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  
th o s e  w h o  h a d  le f t  L in d i s f a r n e  w i th  t h e  s a i n t ’s b o d y  in  8 7 5 . A l t h o u g h  h ig h ly  
r e s p e c ta b l e  in  a  r e g io n  t h a t  h a d  f e l t  n o  b r e a t h  o f  r e f o r m  in  t h e  t e n t h  , c e n tu r y ,  in  
th e  l a t e  e le v e n th  th e s e  p r i e s t s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m il ie s  a p p e a r e d  n o t  m e r e ly  o u t d a t e d  b u t  
p o s i t i v e ly  s c a n d a l o u s  b y  th e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  w id e r  c h u r c h .  A f t e r  1 0 8 3  th e  m o n k s  
m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  in t e n s e  r e s e n tm e n t  f e l t  b y  t h e  o u s t e d  c le r g y  a n d  
th e i r  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  in  t h e i r  in s e c u r i t y  th e  n e w c o m e r s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s a i n t  h im s e l f .  B y  
p u b l i c iz in g  a  n e w  im a g e  o f  C u t h b e r t  a s  a  m is o g y n i s t  a n d  th u s  d i s c r e d i t i n g  t h e i r  m a r r i e d  
p r e d e c e s s o r s  th e y  s t r e n g th e n e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  in  a n  u n w e lc o m i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t . 21

T h e  p r e c i s e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  th e  id e a  w a s  c o n c e iv e d  a n d  t h e n  s p r e a d  a b r o a d  is  
p r o b a b l y  b e y o n d  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u t  i t  is  q u i t e  p o s s ib le  t h a t  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  C u t h b e r t ’s 
a n t i f e m in i s m  a r o s e ,  a s  i t  w e re ,  n a t u r a l l y  in  t h e  m o n a s t i c  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h a t  n o  
c o n s c i o u s  a t t e m p t  w a s  e v e r  m a d e  t o  d e c e iv e . S o m e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  m a y  h a v e  c o m e  
f r o m  th e  b i s h o p  w h o  b r o u g h t  t h e  B e n e d ic t in e  m o n k s  to  D u r h a m  a n d  w h o  h a d  s p e n t  
p a r t  o f  h is  c a r e e r  in  th e  m o n a s t e r y  o f  S t. C a r i l e p h  in  M a i n e .22 I n  f i f t e e n th - c e n t u r y  
D u r h a m  i t  w a s  k n o w n  t h a t  t h e  s a in t ly  p a t r o n  o f  t h i s  h o u s e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  o v e r -  
f o n d  o f  w o m e n  a n d  h a d  d e n ie d  th e m  a c c e s s  t o  h is  c h u r c h . 23 T h i s  m a y  w e ll  h a v e  
b e e n  k n o w n  in  e le v e n th - c e n tu r y  D u r h a m  a ls o .

H o w  d id  C u t h b e r t ’s a l le g e d  b a n  o n  w o m e n  e n t e r in g  h is  c h u r c h e s  w o r k  o u t  in  
p r a c t ic e ?  S y m e o n  r e l a te s  th r e e  s to r ie s  w h ic h  s h o w  th e  b a n  in  o p e r a t i o n  a t  D u r h a m  
a n d  in c id e n ta l ly  g iv e  s o m e  in d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  ty p e  o f  p r o p a g a n d a  u s e d  b y  th e  m o n k s  
t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  c a u s e .  W h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  e a r l i e s t ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  y e a r s  
1 0 5 6 -6 5 ,  h a s  a s  i t s  c e n t r a l  c h a r a c t e r  J u d i t h ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  B a ld w in  c o u n t  o f  F l a n d e r s ,  
a n d  w ife  o f  T o s t i g  e a r l  o f  N o r t h u m b r i a .  F u l l  o f  d e v o t i o n  t o  S a in t  C u t h b e r t  a n d  a  
b e n e f a c t r e s s  t o  h is  c h u r c h ,  s h e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  e v e n  m o r e  g e n e r o u s ,  s a y s  S y m e o n ,  
i f  s h e  h a d  b e e n  a l lo w e d  t o  p r a y  a t  h is  t o m b .  F e a r f u l  o f  p o s s ib le  c o n s e q u e n c e s  s h e  
s e n t  o n e  o f  h e r  m a i d s e r v a n t s  t o  th e  c h u r c h  b e f o r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e n t e r  h e r s e l f ,  b u t  
a s  t h e  g ir l  w a s  a b o u t  t o  s t e p  i n t o  t h e  c e m e te r y  a  w in d - l ik e  f o r c e  p u s h e d  h e r  b a c k .  
S h e  e v e n tu a l ly  d ie d  in  g r e a t  p a in .  T e r r i f i e d ,  t h e  c o u n te s s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  
c o m m is s io n e d  a n  e l a b o r a t e  c ru c if ix  o r n a m e n t e d  w i th  g o ld  a n d  s i lv e r  w h ic h  w i th  o t h e r  
g i f ts  t h e y  g a v e  to  t h e  c a t h e d r a l .24 T h is  n a r r a t i v e ,  b e lo n g i n g  to  t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  1 0 8 3 ,



w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  p r e - d a t e  t h e  m o n a s t i c  c a m p a ig n  to  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  m a r r i e d  c le rg y . I t  
is  t h e  o n ly  s t o r y  t o  d o  s o ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  c o m e s  f r o m  a  w o r k  c o m p o s e d  b y  o n e  o f  
t h e  m o n k s  s o m e  t i m e  a f t e r  J u d i t h  h a d  l e f t  N o r t h u m b r i a .  I t  m a y  w e ll  r e p r e s e n t  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  r e c o n c i l e  m e m o r i e s  o f  a  f a m o u s  b e n e f a c t r e s s  w i th  t h e  s a i n t ’s a n t i f e m in i s m  
a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  e x a m p le  o f  C u t h b e r t  p u n i s h in g  a  f e m a le  t r e s p a s s e r  f r o m  f u r t h e r  

b a c k  i n  t h e  p a s t .
S y m e o n ’s tw o  o t h e r  s to r i e s  p r o b a b l y  b e lo n g  to  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  1 083  a n d  e m ­

p h a s i z e ,  a s  d o e s  t h a t  o f  C o u n t e s s  J u d i t h ,  t h a t  t h e  s a i n t ’s d e c r e e  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  b u r i a l  
g r o u n d  o f  D u r h a m  c a t h e d r a l  a s  m u c h  a s  t o  t h e  b u i l d in g  i t s e l f .  O n e  o f f e n d e r  w a s  
S u n g e o u a ,  t h e  w ife  o f  a  c e r t a i n  G a m e l ,  s o n  o f  B e u o . W h e n  s h e  w a s  r e t u r n i n g  w i th  
h e r  h u s b a n d  f r o m  a  d i n n e r  p a r t y  t h e  m u d d y  h o le s  in  t h e  s t r e e ts  p r o m p t e d  th e m  to  
t a k e  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h u r c h y a r d .  A s  s o o n  a s  s h e  s e t  f o o t  o u t s id e  
t h e  f e n c e  a f t e r  c r o s s in g  t h e  f o r b i d d e n  a r e a  s h e  c o l l a p s e d  a n d  s h e  d ie d  th e  s a m e  n i g h t . 25 
E v e n  m o r e  l u r i d  is  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  w o m a n  w h o s e  h u s b a n d ’s s o c ia l  p o s i t i o n  h a d  
m a d e  p r o u d  a n d  i m p e tu o u s .  E a g e r  t o  v ie w  th e  o r n a m e n t s  o f  th e  c h u r c h  s h e  w a lk e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c e m e te r y  b u t  a s  a  r e s u l t  s h e  w e n t  m a d .  S h e  t o o k  to  w a n d e r in g  a w a y  
f r o m  h o m e  a n d  w a s  f o u n d  u n d e r  a  t r e e  o n e  d a y  h a v in g  c u t  h e r  o w n  t h r o a t .  H e r  
h u s b a n d ,  p e r h a p s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  b e c a m e  a  m o n k .26

R e g in a l d ,  a  D u r h a m  w r i t e r  o f  a  s l ig h t ly  l a t e r  p e r i o d ,  s u g g e s ts  in  o n e  s to r y  t h a t  
C u t h b e r t ’s a t t i t u d e  h a d  s o f t e n e d  h a r d l y  a t  a l l  b y  t h e  s e c o n d  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  tw e l f th  
c e n t u r y .  I n  1 1 1 3 /1 4  t h e  f u t u r e  K i n g  D a v i d  o f  S c o t l a n d  m a r r i e d  M a u d ,  w id o w  o f  
t h e  e a r l  o f  H u n t i n g d o n ,  a n d  w h i le  t r a v e l l in g  n o r t h w a r d s  th e y  s t a y e d  in  D u r h a m .  
M a u d  a p p r o a c h e d  th e  l im i ts  s e t  f o r  w o m e n  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h y a r d  b u t  h e a r i n g  
o f  t h e  l o n g s t a n d i n g  c u s t o m  o f  S a i n t  C u t h b e r t ’s c h u r c h  w e n t  n o  f u r th e r .  O n e  o f  h e r  
l a d i e s ,  H e l i s e n d ,  w h o  w a s  k n o w n  f o r  h e r  s k i l l  w i th  r i c h  f a b r ic s ,  w is h e d  to  t e s t  th e  
b a n ,  h o w e v e r .  C l o t h e d  a n d  h o o d e d  in  b l a c k  s h e  e n t e r e d  th e  c a t h e d r a l  a n d  h id  h e r s e l f  
in  a  c o m e r .  A t  o n c e  t h e  s a i n t  w a s  a w a r e  o f  h e r  p r e s e n c e ,  w h ic h  h a d  im p in g e d  m o s t  
u n p l e a s a n t l y  o n  h is  s e n s e  o f  s m e ll ,  a n d  h e  o r d e r e d  h is  s a c r i s t  t o  r e m o v e  th e  o f f e n s iv e  
c r e a t u r e .  O n  d i s c o v e r in g  H e l i s e n d  t h e  m o n k  a d d r e s s e d  h e r  in  l a n g u a g e  e v e n  r u d e r  
t h a n  t h e  s a i n t ’s— “ d r a i n  o f  c o r r u p t i o n ”  is  n o t  u n r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  o f  th e  n a m e s  s h e  w a s  
c a l l e d — a n d  t h e n  t h r e w  h e r  o u t .  A l t h o u g h  f o r  s o m e  t im e  in  a  s t a t e  o f  e x t r e m e  s h o c k ,  
s h e  e v e n tu a l ly  t o o k  t h e  v e il  a t  E l s t o w  in  B e d f o r d s h i r e .  A t  le a s t  h e r  life  h a d  b e e n  

s p a r e d . 27
S o m e w h a t  l a t e r ,  i n  t h e  1 1 7 0 s , i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  w o m e n  w e re  a l lo w e d  to  a p p r o a c h  

t h e  w e s t  d o o r s  o f  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  w h ic h  w e r e  th e n  o p e n ,  t h o u g h  n o w  b lo c k e d  b y  th e  
G a l i l e e  c h a p e l .  W h e t h e r  th i s  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  c e m e te r y  h a d  b e e n  
a l t e r e d ,  o r  w h e t h e r  th i s  h a d  a lw a y s  b e e n  th e  c a s e ,  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w , t h o u g h  th e  l a t t e r  
s i t u a t i o n  is  m o r e  l ik e ly .  A t  s o m e  p o i n t  b e tw e e n  1 1 7 0  a n d  1 1 7 4  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s  a  n o b l e ­
w o m a n  c a l l e d  A g n e s  b e c a m e  ill a f t e r  a  b lo o d - l e t t i n g  s e s s io n .  A t  th e  th r e s h o ld  o f  th e  
c a t h e d r a l  h e r  h e a l t h  w a s  f u l ly  r e s t o r e d . 28 T h a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  h e r  c u r e  w a s  th e  w e s t  
d o o r  is  s h o w n  b y  th e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  a  b l i n d  w o m a n  w h ic h  b e lo n g  to  th e  s a m e  y e a r s .  
P o o r  a s  w e ll  a s  h a n d i c a p p e d ,  h e r  l i fe  w a s  a  m is e r y — g o in g  o u t  o f  h e r  h o m e  m e a n t  
t h e  r i s k  o f  b e in g  t r a m p l e d  o n  b y  h o r s e s  o r  h i t t i n g  h e r  h e a d  o n  o b s t a c le s  s u c h  a s  
t h e  a w n in g s  f ix e d  o v e r  w in d o w s .  O n e  n i g h t  s h e  d r e a m t  t h a t  s h e  e n te r e d  th e  c a t h e d r a l



a n d  s a w  th e  s a i n t ’s t o m b .  T w o  m e n ,  o n e  o f  w h o m  w a s  C u t h b e r t ,  r e m o v e d  h e r  b o d i ly ,  
b u t  a s  t h e  s a i n t  a p p e a r e d  b e n ig n  s h e  b e g g e d  h im  f o r  h e r  s ig h t .  L a t e r  s h e  v is i t e d  t h e  
w e s t  d o o r  in  r e a l i t y  a n d  th e  s a i n t  g r a n t e d  h e r  r e q u e s t . 29 S im i l a r ly  O s a n n a  o f  F o x t o n  
w a s  c u r e d  in  th e  s a m e  p la c e  o f  a n  in f la m e d  e y e l id ,30 w h i le  a n  e p i l e p t i c  f r o m  
B r o m p t o n ,  a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  c a t h e d r a l  b y  t h e  s o u n d  o f  i t s  b e l l s ,  r e c e iv e d  c o m p l e te  
r e l i e f  a t  t h e  w e s t  d o o r . 31

D e s p i t e  S y m e o n ’s s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  c h u r c h e s  w e re  a f f e c te d  b y  S a in t  
C u t h b e r t ’s b a n ,  a p a r t  f r o m  D u r h a m  o n ly  th o s e  o f  L in d i s f a r n e  a n d  t h e  I n n e r  F a m e  
a p p e a r  in  th i s  c o n n e c t io n  in  t h e  s o u r c e s .  A c c o r d in g  to  S y m e o n  L in d i s f a r n e  f i r s t  w i t ­
n e s s e d  th e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b a n  a n d  h e  s a y s ,  r a t h e r  o d d ly ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  l a i d  d o w n  
w i th  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  lo c a l  m e n  a n d  w o m e n .  A  b u i l d in g ,  c a l l e d  t h e  G r e e n  C h u r c h  f r o m  
i ts  s i t u a t i o n  in  a  g r e e n  f l a t  a r e a ,  w a s  th e n  e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  w o m e n ’s u s e .32 O n e  w o n d e r s  
i f  S y m e o n ’s w o r d s  d o  n o t  c o n ta i n  s o m e  e c h o  o f  t h e  e v e n ts  l e a d i n g  u p  to  t h e  b u i l d in g  
o f  a n  e a r ly  p a r i s h  c h u r c h  o n  th e  i s la n d .  B y  th e  t im e  t h a t  h e  w a s  w r i t in g ,  i n  t h e  e a r ly  
tw e l f th  c e n tu r y ,  a  c e ll o f  D u r h a m  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e r e  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  o r i g in a l  
m o n a s t e r y  d e s t r o y e d  b y  th e  V ik in g s  a n d  i t  is  q u i t e  p o s s ib le  t h a t  w o m e n  w e re  e x c lu d e d  
f r o m  th e  c o n v e n tu a l  c h u r c h .  A  c o m m e n t  in  th e  L ife  o f  S a in t C u th b e r t in E n glish  
verse , d a t i n g  f r o m  th e  m id - f i f t e e n th  c e n tu r y ,  c o u ld  b e  t a k e n  a s  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  th e  
b a n  h a d  l a p s e d  b y  t h a t  p e r i o d .33

O n  th e  I n n e r  F a m e ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  m i r a c le s  d a t i n g  m a i n ly  f r o m  th e  y e a r s  1 1 5 0 -9 3  
w h e n  th e  m o n k  B a r th o l o m e w  w a s  l iv in g  a s  a  h e r m i t  t h e r e 34 r e v e a l  t h a t  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  
o r  o r a t o r y  C u t h b e r t ’s d e c r e e  w a s  o b s e r v e d .  E v e n  th e  v e r y  a r t i s t o c r a t i c  l a d y  f r o m  
E m b l e to n  in  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,  w h o  w a s  s e v e re ly  c r i p p l e d ,  w a s  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  e n t e r  
t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  h a d  t o  s p e n d  th e  n ig h t  in  th e  g u e s t h o u s e .35 W o m e n  s e e m  to  h a v e  
b e e n  a d m i t t e d  t o  th e  c h u r c h y a r d  o n  th e  i s la n d ,  h o w e v e r .  A n o t h e r  l a d y ,  p r o b a b l y  
E m m a  d e  G r e n v i l le ,  w h o  h a d  a g g r a v a t e d  a  s e r io u s  a b d o m i n a l  c o n d i t i o n  w i th  m e d ic a l  
t r e a t m e n t  a n d  th e n  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  s e n s a t io n s  o f  e x t r e m e  h e a t  a n d  c o ld ,  b e l i e v e d  th e  
o u t e r  c h u r c h y a r d  o p e n  to  h e r . 36 T h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  F le m is h  w o m a n  w h o ,  w i th  th e  
c o m p l a in t  t h a t  o n  F a m e  w o m e n  w e re  p u t  o n  th e  s a m e  le v e l a s  d o g s ,  t r i e d  t o  e n t e r  
th e  c h u r c h ,  le n d s  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  t o  th i s  s u g g e s t io n .  I t  w a s  a t  t h e  c h u r c h  d o o r  t h a t  
s h e  s e e m e d  to  b e  r e p u l s e d  b y  a  s t r o n g  w in d  a n d  b o t h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  h u r r i e d  u p ,  
p r e s u m a b ly  t h r o u g h  th e  c e m e te r y .37 A n  a r r a n g e m e n t  t h a t  e x is te d  o n  th e  i s l a n d  a f t e r  
th e  d e a t h  o f  B a r th o l o m e w  in  1193  w o u ld  a ls o  s e e m  to  c o n f i r m  th i s .  T h e  h e r m i t  h a d  
b e e n  b u r i e d  o u t s id e  t h e  s o u t h  w a ll  o f  th e  o r a t o r y  a n d  a  s e c o n d  w a l l  r u n n i n g  f r o m  
th e  e a s t  e n d  to  t h e  w e s t  e n d  o n  th i s  s id e  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t ,  p r e s u m a b ly  t o  p r o t e c t  th e  
t o m b  f r o m  r e l ic - s n a tc h e r s .  T w o  s q u i n t s  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  in  th e  n e w  w a l l  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  
w o m e n  c o u ld  v ie w  th e  t o m b ,  m e n  p r e s u m a b ly  b e in g  a b le  t o  l o o k  o u t  t h r o u g h  th e  
w in d o w s  o f  th e  c h u r c h .  W o m e n  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  c r o s s  t h e  c h u r c h y a r d  t o  r e a c h  th e  
w a l l .38

I n  t h e  l a t e  tw e l f th  c e n tu r y  C u t h b e r t  m a y  w e ll  h a v e  b e c o m e  m a r g in a l ly  m o r e  
t o l e r a n t  t o w a r d s  w o m e n  a n d  th e  m a i n  r e a s o n  f o r  th i s  d e v e lo p m e n t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  
c o m p e t i t i o n .  D e s p i t e  R e g in a ld  o f  D u r h a m ’s r e p e a t e d  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  s a i n t  w o u ld  
w i th h o l d  t h e  b e n e f i ts  o f  h is  m e r c y  f r o m  n o  p io u s  s u p p l i a n t ,  i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  f a c t o r s  
s u c h  a s  r a n k  o r  s e x ,39 i t  is  q u i t e  o b v io u s  t h a t  w o m e n  in  n e e d  m i g h t  h e s i t a t e  t o  a p p ly



t o  C u t h b e r t .  E v e n  t h o s e  w h o  c o u ld  ig n o r e  t h e  s a i n t ’s a v e r s io n  t o  th e i r  k i n d  w e re  
d e n ie d  t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  v i s i t in g  h is  t o m b — a n d  f e l t  e x t r e m e  f r u s t r a t i o n  
a s  a  r e s u l t ,  a s  t h e  b l i n d  w o m a n ’s d r e a m ,  in  w h ic h  s h e  t h o u g h t  s h e  s e t  e y e s  o n  th e  
s h r in e ,  m a k e s  p l a i n .  B e f o r e  1 1 7 0  th e s e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  w e re  o f  n o  s ig n if ic a n c e  b u t  t h a t  
y e a r  w i tn e s s e d  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  tw o  i n d i v id u a l s  w h o  w e re  t o  d r a w  f e m a le  p i lg r im s  a w a y  
f r o m  D u r h a m .  I t  h a s  r e c e n t ly  b e e n  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  v i s i t o r s  c u r e d  a t  
t h e  n e a r b y  s h r in e  o f  S a in t  G o d r i c  o f  F in c h a l e ,  w h o  d ie d  in  t h a t  y e a r ,40 w e re  w o m e n .41 
T h o m a s  B e c k e t  a l s o  d ie d  in  1 1 7 0  a n d ,  a s  h e  r o s e  a t  C a n t e r b u r y  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
E n g l a n d ’s p r e m ie r  s a i n t ,  a l l o w e d  w o m e n  u n r e s t r i c t e d  a c c e s s  t o  h is  re l ic s .

C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  th i s  k i n d  m a y  h a v e  in f lu e n c e d  B is h o p  H u g h  d u  P u i s e t  in  h is  
d e c i s io n  t o  b u i l d  a  l a d y  c h a p e l ,  t o  w h ic h  w o m e n  w o u ld  h a v e  a c c e s s ,  in  D u r h a m  
c a t h e d r a l .  T h e  s i te  c h o s e n  w a s  t h e  e a s t  e n d ,  n o t  f a r  f r o m  th e  s a i n t ’s t o m b .  M a r b le  
w a s  b r o u g h t  b y  s e a ,  b u i l d in g  m a s t e r s ,  p r o b a b l y  m o r e  t h a n  w e re  d e s i r a b le ,  w e re  s e t  
t o  w o r k  a n d  la r g e  s u m s  w e r e  s p e n t  o n  w o r k m e n .  B e fo re  t h e  w a lls  h a d  r i s e n  v e r y  
f a r  c r a c k s  a p p e a r e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i n a d e q u a t e  f o u n d a t i o n s ,42 th o u g h  
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  t o o k  t h e m  a s  a  s ig n  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  u n p le a s in g  t o  G o d  a n d  h is  
s a i n t .  A  n e w  c h a p e l  w a s  b e g u n  a t  t h e  w e s t  e n d ,  w h ic h  C u t h b e r t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  r e a c h  
c o m p l e t i o n .  F r o m  th e  G a l i l e e ,  a s  i t  c a m e  to  b e  c a l l e d ,  w o m e n  c o u ld  e v e n  e n jo y  a n  
u n i m p e d e d  v ie w  o f  t h e  d i s t a n t  s h r in e ,43 a s  t h e  w e s t  d o o r s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e m o v e d  
w h e n  t h e  n e w  c h a p e l  w a s  b u i l t . 44

T h e  G a l i l e e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  a b o u t  1 1 7 5 ,45 r e p r e s e n te d  a  m a j o r  c o n c e s s io n  o n  th e  s a i n t ’s 
p a r t  a n d  in d e e d  a f t e r  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  tw e l f th  c e n tu r y  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  h is  a n t i f e m in i s m  
b e c o m e  m u c h  m o r e  s p o r a d ic .  T h e  i d e a  w a s  f a r  f r o m  d e a d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  o n e  w o r k  
w h ic h  h e lp e d  t o  k e e p  i t  a l iv e  a n d  in d e e d  b r o u g h t  i t  t o  a  m u c h  w id e r  p u b l i c  w a s  t h e  
s o - c a l le d  Irish  L ife  o r  L ib e llu s  d e  O r tu  S a n c ti C u th b e r ti .46 T h i s  b iz a r r e  w o r k ,  
w h ic h  c o n t a i n s  e le m e n ts  r e s e m b l i n g  t h o s e  f o u n d  in  m e d ie v a l  r o m a n c e s ,  w a s  w r i t t e n  
i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  C i s t e r c i a n  h o u s e  o f  M e l r o s e  in  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  th e  tw e l f th  
c e n tu r y .  I t  c la im s ,  la r g e ly  o n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  I r i s h  s o u r c e s ,  t o  d e s c r ib e  t h e  s a i n t ’s 
e a r l y  l i fe  a b o u t  w h ic h  C u t h b e r t ’s a n o n y m o u s  b i o g r a p h e r  a n d  B e d e  w e re  s i le n t .  I t  
s t a t e s  t h a t  b o t h  t h r o u g h  h is  f a t h e r  M u r i a d a c h  a n d  h is  m o t h e r  S a b in a  h e  w a s  
d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  I r i s h  k in g s  a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  b o r n  in  I r e l a n d .  W h ile  s t i l l  a  b o y  h e  
t r a v e l l e d  t o  t h e  m a i n l a n d  o f  B r i t a i n  a n d  o n  th e  j o u r n e y  a  s e a l  s w a l lo w e d  h is  p s a l t e r ,  
o n ly  t o  r e t u r n  i t  l a t e r .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  h is  a r r i v a l  h e  p a s s e d  in t o  t h e  c a r e  o f  S a in t  C o l u m b a  
t o  b e  e d u c a t e d  w i th  a n  I r i s h  g i r l  c a l l e d  B r ig id .  M a n y  o f  t h e  d if f ic u l t ie s  r a i s e d  b y  
th i s  c u r i o u s  w o r k  a r e  r e s o lv e d  w h e n  i t  is  r e a l iz e d  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  tw e n ty - th r e e  c h a p te r s  
a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  th e  l i fe  o f  a  c e r t a i n  S a in t  L u g a id  o r  M o l o c  o f  L is m o r e .  T h e  t h r e e  
t h a t  f o l lo w  c o m e  f r o m  a  l i fe  o f  S a in t  A d a m n a n  o f  I o n a .  O n e  o f  th e  l a t t e r  c h a p te r s  
c o n t a i n s  t h e  f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  m i s o g y n y .  W h i le  l iv in g  a s  a  h e r m i t  in  th e  l a n d  o f  t h e  
P i e t s  C u t h b e r t  ( o r  A d a m n a n )  f o r b a d e  w o m e n  t o  e n t e r  h is  h o m e .  A f t e r  h is  d e p a r t u r e  
i t  w a s  u s e d  a s  a  s a n c t u a r y  b y  s u c h  p e o p le  a s  m u r d e r e r s  b u t  n o  o n e  d a r e d  t o  i n t r o ­
d u c e  a  w o m a n  i n t o  t h e  p la c e .  O n e  m a n  w h o  b r o u g h t  h is  w ife  a n d  d a u g h t e r s  t h e r e  
b r o k e  h is  h ip ,  k n e e  a n d  s h i n - b o n e  a n d  n e v e r  a g a in  d id  a n y o n e  a t t e m p t  s u c h  a  r a s h  

a c t . 47
T h e  t h r e e  f i n a l  c h a p t e r s  o f  t h e  Irish  L ife  g iv e  r e a s o n s  f o r  C u t h b e r t ’s b a n  o n  f e m a le



v is i t o r s  t o  h is  c h u r c h e s  a n d  th e s e  s to r i e s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  o r i g in a l  t o  t h e  w o r k .  T h e  s e c o n d  
d e s c r ib e s  h o w  a  B e d f o r d s h i r e  h e r m i t  b y  th e  n a m e  o f  R a l p h  d e  N u e r s ,  w h o  is  k n o w n  
to  h a v e  e x is te d ,  w a s  p r e v e n t e d  b y  a  v is io n  o f  S a in t  C u t h b e r t  f r o m  c e l e b r a t i n g  a  f e a s t  
o f  th e  V i r g in .48 M o r e  o b v io u s ly  r e l e v a n t  is  t h e  t h i r d  c h a p t e r ,  a  r a t h e r  t r i t e  t a l e  o f  
a  b e a u t i f u l  w o m a n  w h o  d i s t r a c t e d  th e  a u d ie n c e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  s a i n t ’s s e r m o n s .  S h e  
d i s a p p e a r e d  w h e n  s p r in k le d  w i th  h o ly  w a te r  a n d  C u t h b e r t  f o r t h w i t h  im p o s e d  h is  
b a n .49 T h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  is  th e  m o s t  c o lo u r f u l  a n d  f a m o u s .  W h e n  C u t h b e r t  w a s  a  h e r m i t  
in  t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  P ie t s  t h e  u n m a r r i e d  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  P i c t i s h  k in g  b e c a m e  p r e g n a n t .  
W h e n  q u e s t io n e d  b y  h e r  f a t h e r  s h e  d e c la r e d  t h a t  t h e  s o l i t a r y  w a s  r e s p o n s ib l e .  T h e  
k in g  c o n f r o n t e d  th e  y o u n g  m a n  w i th  h is  a l le g e d  c r im e  a n d  th e  g i r l  r e p e a t e d  h e r  
a c c u s a t io n  to  h is  f a c e . W h e n  th e  a s to n i s h e d  h e r m i t  p r a y e d  t o  G o d  to  b e a r  w i tn e s s  
to  h is  in n o c e n c e ,  t h e  e a r t h  o p e n e d  a n d  s w a l lo w e d  t h e  g i r l  u p .  C u t h b e r t  r e a s s u r e d  
th e  f r ig h te n e d  k in g  a n d  h is  f o l lo w e r s  t h a t  h e  h a d  n o  q u a r r e l  w i th  th e m ,  b u t  h e  d e c id e d  
to  s h u n  f e m a le  c o m p a n y  f r o m  t h a t  t im e  a n d  f o r b a d e  w o m e n  t o  e n t e r  h is  c h u r c h .  
T h is  b a n  w a s  s t i l l  o b s e r v e d  in  a l l  P ic t i s h  c h u r c h e s  d e d i c a t e d  to  t h e  s a i n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  
to  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  th e  I r is h  L i f e .  T h e  lo c a t io n  o f  t h i s  m i r a c l e  w a s  a  p la c e  c a l l e d  
C o r r u e n . 50

W e  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h e n  th i s  s i n g u la r  p ie c e  o f  h a g i o g r a p h y  r e a c h e d  D u r h a m  b u t  
i t  w a s  a lm o s t  c e r t a in l y  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y . 51 I t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  w e lc o m e d  b e c a u s e  i t  f i l le d  a  g a p  le f t  b y  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  a n d  b e c a u s e  
i t  g a v e  th e  s a i n t  a  r o y a l  a n c e s t r y .  I t s  i m p o r t a n c e  d e r iv e s  c h ie f ly  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
i t  s t r e n g th e n e d  b e l i e f  in  C u t h b e r t ’s m is o g y n y  in  D u r h a m  a n d  c a r r i e d  i t  f a r  b e y o n d  
i t s  p r e v io u s  l im i ts .  T h e  m a i n  t o o l  i n  th i s  p r o c e s s  w a s  J o h n  o f  T y n e m o u t h ,  a  m o n k  
o f  S t. A lb a n s ,  w h o  u s e d  t h e  I r is h  L i f e  w h e n  c o m p i l i n g  h is  S a n c t i l o g i u m  A n g l i a e .  
M a t e r i a l  f r o m  th i s  life , i n c lu d in g  th e  C o r r u e n  o r  C o r w e n  s t o r y ,  a p p e a r s ,  n o t  w i t h o u t  
e r r o r ,  in  th i s  h a g io g r a p h ic a l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .  
A f t e r  t h e  S a n c t i lo g iu m  h a d  u n d e r g o n e  v a r i o u s  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  in  t h e  in t e r v e n i n g  p e r i o d ,  
t h e  c o r e  o f  J o h n  o f  T y n e m o u t h ’s w o r k  w a s  p r i n t e d  in  1 5 1 6  a s  t h e  N o v a  L e g e n d a  
A n g l i a e .52 W h e r e v e r  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  w e n t  a n d  in  w h a te v e r  f o r m  i t  a p p e a r e d ,  d e ta i l s  
o f  C u t h b e r t ’s a n t i - f e m in i s m  w e n t  w i th  it .

T h a t  m a t e r i a l  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  I r is h  L i f e  w a s  k n o w n  in  Y o r k  in  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  
th e  f i f te e n th  c e n tu r y  is  s h o w n  b y  th e  S a in t  C u t h b e r t  w in d o w  s t i l l  t o  b e  s e e n  in  th e  
M in s te r .  I n c i d e n t s  f r o m  th e  s a i n t ’s c h i l d h o o d  a s  d e s c r ib e d  in  t h e  life  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  
in  th e  g la s s .53 A b o u t  1 4 5 0 , in  a d d i t i o n ,  w h e n  th e  L i f e  o f  S a i n t  C u t h b e r t  in  E n g l i s h  
v e r s e  w a s  b e in g  p r o d u c e d ,  p r e s u m a b ly  in  D u r h a m ,  t h e  I r is h  L i f e  w a s  a g a in  u s e d  f o r  
th e  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  C u t h b e r t ’s c h i ld h o o d .  B o o k  I  o f  t h e  v e r s e  l i fe  is  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  
th e  f i r s t  tw e n ty - th r e e  c h a p te r s  o f  t h e  I r i s h  w o r k ,54 w h i le  f u r t h e r  o n  th e  w r i t e r  w a s  
i n s p i r e d  to  p r o d u c e  s o m e  r a t h e r  in c o n c lu s iv e  r e f le c t io n s  o n  t h e  s a i n t ’s a n t i f e m i n i s m .55 
T h e  p e r v a s iv e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  I r is h  L i f e  in  t h e  m o n a s t e r y  o f  D u r h a m  j u s t  b e f o r e  
t h e  D is s o lu t i o n  is  c le a r ly  b r o u g h t  o u t  b y  th e  s l ig h t ly  l a t e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  f o u n d  in  t h e  
R i t e s . 56

W e  h a v e  n o  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  b u t  d u r i n g  th e  f o u r ­
t e e n t h ,  d e s p i te  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  L ib e l lu s  d e  O r tu  in  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e  m o n k s  s e e m  
to  h a v e  r a t h e r  n e g le c te d  th i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e i r  p a t r o n  s a i n t .  T h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e



n e g le c t  is  r e v e a l e d  b y  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n v o lv in g  Q u e e n  P h i l i p p a  o f  H a i n a u l t .  O n  th e  
T h u r s d a y  a f t e r  E a s t e r  i n  1 3 3 3  K in g  E d w a r d  I I I  a r r i v e d  in  D u r h a m  a n d  w a s  e n t e r ­
t a i n e d  in  t h e  p r i o r ’s c h a m b e r .  T h e  f o l lo w in g  W e d n e s d a y  th e  q u e e n  t r a v e l l e d  f r o m  
K n a r e s b o r o u g h  to  j o i n  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  e n t e r e d  th e  m o n a s t e r y  t h r o u g h  th e  m a i n  g a te  
a n d  h a d  s u p p e r  w i th  t h e  k in g .  I t  w a s  o n ly  w h e n  s h e  w a s  in  b e d  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  m o n k s  
in d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  k in g  t h a t  C u t h b e r t  o b j e c t e d  to  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  w o m e n .  A t  t h e  k in g ’s 
c o m m a n d  t h e  q u e e n ,  d r e s s e d  m e r e ly  i n  h e r  n ig h t g o w n  w i th  a  c lo a k  o v e r  h e r  s h o u l ­
d e r s ,  b r a v e d  t h e  c o ld  o f  a  D u r h a m  s p r in g  n ig h t .  W a lk i n g  u p  w h a t  is  n o w  D u n  C o w  
L a n e  s h e  c a m e  t o  t h e  c a s t l e ,  b e g g in g  t h e  p a r d o n  o f  th e  o f f e n d e d  s a i n t . 57 B u t  f o r  
t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  u n k n o w n  m o n k  t h e  q u e e n  w o u ld  p r e s u m a b ly  h a v e  r e m a in e d  
i n  b e d .  H is  m o t iv e  m a y  p e r h a p s  h a v e  b e e n  n o t  s o  m u c h  th e  s p a r in g  o f  C u t h b e r t ’s 
s e n s ib i l i t i e s  a s  a  d e s i r e  t o  s h o w  t h e  k in g  t h a t  th e  c o n v e n t  h a d  a  m i n d  o f  i t s  o w n  
a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  a n  e le c t io n  t o  t h e  s e e  c a n n o t  h a v e  b e e n  f a r  a w a y .

O n  o c c a s i o n  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s a i n t ’s m i s o g y n y  w a s  f o r g o t t e n  a l t o g e th e r .  I n  1 3 7 4  
A l ic e  N e v i l l e ,  t h e  w ife  o f  R a l p h  L o r d  N e v i l l e ,  w a s  b u r i e d  b e s id e  h e r  h u s b a n d  b e f o r e  
t h e  J e s u s  a l t a r  a t  t h e  e a s t  e n d  o f  t h e  n a v e .58 A  l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  in  1 3 8 6 , t h e i r  s o n  J o h n  
N e v i l l e ,  w h o  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  s o  g e n e r o u s ly  t o  t h e  lo v e ly  s c r e e n  w h ic h  n o w  b e a r s  
h i s  n a m e ,  w a s  b u r i e d  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s id e  o f  t h e  n a v e .  H is  w ife  M a u d  w a s  a l s o  la id  
t o  r e s t  i n  t h e  s a m e  p l a c e .59 C u t h b e r t  s e e m s  to  h a v e  a c c e p te d  th e s e  i n h u m a t i o n s  w i th ­
o u t  a  m u r m u r .  T h e  N e v i l l e s  w e r e  g r e a t  n o b le m e n  a n d  l i b e r a l  b e n e f a c t o r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  
o f  D u r h a m  b u t  s u c h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  h a d  n o t  in f lu e n c e d  th e  im p la c a b le  s a i n t  o f  a n  
e a r l i e r  p e r i o d .

B y  th e  f i f t e e n th  c e n t u r y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a d  c h a n g e d  y e t  a g a in .  W h e n  M a t i l d a  B u r g h  
a n d  M a r g a r e t  U s h e r ,  s e r v a n t s  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  o f  P e t e r  B a x te r  o f  N e w c a s t le ,  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  a p p r o a c h  th e  s h r in e ,  th e y  f o u n d  th e m s e lv e s  c o n f r o n t e d  b y  th e  fu l l  r i g o u r  
o f  t h e  la w . O n  18 S e p te m b e r  1 4 1 7  a n  o r d e r  w a s  is s u e d  t o  m a k e  th e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  
f o r  t h e i r  p u n i s h m e n t .  B y  n o w  t h e  c r im e  b r o u g h t  w i th  i t  th e  t h r e a t  o f  m a j o r  e x ­
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  tw o  w o m e n ,  w h o  h a d  c o n f e s s e d  t o  th e  d e e d ,  w e re  t o  a p p e a r  
o n  s ix  h o ly  d a y s  a l t e r n a t e l y  a t  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  S a in t  N ic h o la s  a n d  th e  c h u r c h  o f  A ll  
S a in t s  in  N e w c a s t l e .  T h e r e ,  d r e s s e d  in  t h e  m a le  c lo t h in g  in  w h ic h  th e y  h a d  c o m e  
t o  D u r h a m  c a t h e d r a l ,  th e y  w e r e  t o  w a lk  r o u n d  th e  c h u r c h  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s io n .  
T h e i r  t r a n s g r e s s i o n  w a s  t o  b e  e x p la i n e d  t o  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  a n d  th e i r  p u n i s h m e n t  
w a s  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  w a r n i n g  t o  o t h e r s . 60 I t  is  h a r d  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  r e n e w e d  v ig o u r  
w i t h  w h ic h  C u t h b e r t  w a s  e n f o r c in g  h is  b a n .  P e r h a p s  t h e  e le c t io n  t o  t h e  D u r h a m  
p r i o r a t e  o f  J o h n  W e s s in g to n  in  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e  th i s  i n c i d e n t  is  o f  s o m e  r e le v a n c e .  
D e e p ly  in t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  c h u r c h  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  m a n y  
w o r k s  o n  th e  s u b j e c t61 h e  m a y  w e ll  h a v e  r e g a r d e d  th e  s t r i c t  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  a n  a n c ie n t  
r u l e  a s  a  s u i t a b l e  a im .

T h e  s t a n c e  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  m o n a s t e r y  i n  th e  f i f te e n th  c e n tu r y  m a y  w e ll  h a v e  b e e n  
c o n t i n u o u s l y  m a i n t a i n e d  u p  t o  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  th e  h o u s e .  T h e  R ite s  o f  D u rh am , 
w r i t t e n  in  1 5 9 3  b y  a n  u n k n o w n  p e r s o n  w i th  a n  i n t im a te  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  l i fe  o f  
t h e  c a t h e d r a l  p r i o r y ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  C u t h b e r t ’s m is o g y n y  h a d  b e c o m e  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l ­
iz e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t u a l  r o u t i n e .  T h e  a u t h o r  d e s c r ib e s  t h e  l in e  o f  b lu e  m a r b le  
w i t h  a  c r o s s  in  t h e  c e n t r e  s t i l l  t o  b e  s e e n  in  t h e  f l o o r  n e a r  th e  w e s t  e n d  o f  th e  c a t h e d r a l



n a v e  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  o f  u n k n o w n  d a te .  B y  th e  t im e  o f  w h ic h  h e  is  w r i t i n g  w o m e n  
w e re  a l lo w e d  to  a p p r o a c h  th i s  l in e  b u t  i f  th e y  w a lk e d  b e y o n d  i t  t o w a r d s  t h e  s h r in e  
th e y  w e re  p u n i s h e d  a t  le n g th .  S im ila r ly  a n y  w o m a n  w h o  s e t  f o o t  i n  a n y  o t h e r  p a r t  
o f  th e  h o u s e  c o u ld  e x p e c t  t o  m e e t  w i th  r e t r i b u t i o n .  T h e  a u t h o r  c i te s  t h e  C o r w e n  
m i r a c le  t o  e x p la in  th i s  D u r h a m  c u s t o m  b u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h im  i t  h a s  a  h a p p i e r  e n d in g :  
t h e  e a r t h  d is g o r g e s  t h e  g u i l ty  p r i n c e s s .62 H e  a ls o  q u o t e s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  h o w  th e  
G a l i l e e  w a s  b u i l t  a n d  d o e s  n o t  h e s i t a t e ,  a s  d id  t h e  e a r l i e r  w r i t e r ,  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  
w a s  C u t h b e r t ’s a n t i f e m in i s m  w h ic h  w r e c k e d  th e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t . 63 I n  d e s c r ib in g  s o m e  
o f  t h e  g r e a t  p r o c e s s io n s  o f  th e  c h u r c h ,  f in a l ly ,  h e  r e l a t e s  h o w  a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  m e n ,  
w o m e n  a n d  c h i ld r e n  w o u ld  w a i t  a t  t h e  a b b e y  g a te s  f o r  t h e  p r i o r  a n d  m o n k s ,  d r e s s e d  
in  r i c h  v e s tm e n t s ,  a n d  th e  p r e c i o u s  re l ic s  t h a t  th e y  c a r r i e d .  T h e  m e n  c o u l d  j o i n  t h e  
p r o c e s s io n  a s  i t  e n te r e d  th e  a b b e y  c o u r t y a r d  b u t  t h e  w o m e n  h a d  t o  r e m a i n  o u t s i d e .64

A s  R e g in a ld  o f  D u r h a m  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  S a in t  C u t h b e r t ’s a v e r s io n  t o  w o m e n  w a s  
b a s e d  n o t  s o  m u c h  o n  h a t r e d  o f  t h e  f e m a le  s e x  a s  o n  a  d e s i r e  t o  d e s t r o y  th e  o p p o r ­
t u n i t y  f o r  s i n .65 I t  c o - e x i s te d  w i th  a  w il l in g n e s s  o n  th e  s a i n t ’s p a r t  t o  c u r e  a n d  a s s i s t  
w o m e n  a n d  i t s  r e a l  o b je c t  w a s  th e  fe w  w o m e n  w h o  c a m e  t o o  c lo s e  t o  h i s  r e l ic s .  F o r  
a l l  th i s  i t  a p p e a r e d  a t  t im e s  t o  g iv e  r i s e  t o  v e r i t a b l e  p e r s e c u t i o n  a n d  o n ly  l a p s e d  i n t o  
t o l e r a t i o n  in  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  t h r o u g h ,  i t  w o u ld  s e e m , t h e  n e g le c t  o f  C u t h b e r t ’s 
s e r v a n t s .  A  c u r i o u s  p h e n o m e n o n ,  i t  f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  t o  s e r v e  a  p a r t i c u l a r ,  l im i te d  p u r ­
p o s e  a n d  w h e n  th e  a im  w a s  r e a l iz e d  l iv e d  o n  a n d  d e v e lo p e d  a n  e x is te n c e  o f  i t s  o w n .  
I r o n ic a l ly ,  in  t h e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu r y  i t  s e e m e d  to  p o s s e s s  g r e a t  v i t a l i t y ,  o n ly  t o  b e  
s w e p t  a w a y  o n c e  a n d  f o r  a ll .

NOTES

1 1 am  grateful to  Meryl Foster o f the Public 
R ecord Office, M artin  Snape o f the University 
o f D urham  and Professor R osalind Hill for assis­
tance in the preparation  o f this paper. In  w hat 
follows the abbreviations RS and SS  stand foi 
Rolls Series and Surtees Society respectively.

2 This incident occurs as a posthum ous miracle 
on p. 403 o f Reginald o f D urham ’s Lib[ellus 
de vita et miraculis S.] God [irici, her emit ae de 
Finchale, ed. J. Stevenson (SS  20 1845)]. It m ust 
have happened between 1170, when Saint G odric 
died (Lib God p. 331), and some po in t after 1177, 
when the w ork in all probability  was com pleted (for 
this year, see [V.] T udor, “ R eg ina ld  o f D urham ] 
and [Saint] God[ric o f  Finchale: a study o f a 
tw elfth-century hagiographer and his m ajor sub­
jec t” (University o f Reading PhD  thesis 1979)] 
pp. 83-4.

3 [R. B.] D obson, [Durham] Priory [1400-1450 
(Cam bridge 1973)] p. 30.

4 The two m ain sources are the Vit[a Sancti 
Cuthberti Auctore] An[onymo] by an unknow n

m onk o f  L indisfarne and Bede’s Vit[a Sancti 
Cuthberti] Pros[aica]. B oth were edited and tran s­
lated by B. Colgrave in Two “Lives” [of Saint 
Cuthbert (C am bridge 1940)].

5 Vit An pp. 88-90; Vit Pros pp. 200-2.
6 Vit Pros pp. 264-6.
7 Vit Pros p. 272.
8 [Symeon o f D urham ,] Hist[oria] Dun[elmensis] 

Ecc\esiae] in Sym[eonis\ Mon[achi] Op[era Omnia, 
ed. T. A rnold  (RS  75 2 vols. 1882-5)] I pp. 3-135.

9 The au th o r was present a t the opening o f the 
sain t’s tom b in 1104 (Hist Dun Eccl p. 34) and 
in one place refers to T urgo t as p rio r o f the 
house (Hist Dun Eccl p. 11 In.). T urgo t was elected 
to  the see o f Saint A ndrew s in 1107.

10 Hist Dun Eccl pp. 56-8.
11 C ontrary  to  the opinion o f Jam es R aine the 

elder the resting places o f the body o f the saint 
during its w anderings are largely unknow n. See 
A. H. T hom pson, “The m anuscrip t list o f  churches 
dedicated to Saint C u thbert, a ttribu ted  to P rio r 
W essyngton” , Transactions o f the Architectural and



A rchaeological Society o f Durham and Northumber­
land 1 ser, 7 (1934—6) pp. 151-77.

12 Hist Dun Eccl pp. 58-60. Sym eon’s accoun t o f 
the troubles a t C oldingham  is largely derived 
from  Bede (see Bedes Ecclesiastical History o f  the 
English People, ed. and trans. B. C olgrave and  
R. A . B. M ynors (O xford 1969) pp. 420-6).

13 The Rule o f Saint Benedict, ed. and  trans. 
J. M cC ann  (L ondon  1969).

14 [R. C.] F inucane, Mir[acles] and Pil[grims 
(L ondon  1977)] p. 87.

15 Sam son, Opus de miraculis Sancti Edmundi 
in Memorials o f Saint Edmund’s Abbey, ed. 
T. A rno ld  (RS  96 3 vols. 1890-6) I, fo r exam ple, 
pp. 164-5, 178-9, 181-3.

16 Chronicon Abbatiae de Evesham, ed. W. D. 
M acray  (RS  29 1863) pp. 62-3.

17 W illiam  o f M alm esbury, De Gestis Pontificum 
Anglorum, ed. N . E. S. A. H am ilton  (RS  5! 
1870) pp. 434-5.

18 Finucane, Mir and Pil p. 87.
19 C om pare C. B rooke, Europe in the Central 

Middle Ages (L ondon  1966) pp. 332-3.
20 Two "Lives” notes p. 319.
21 R. M . T. Hill, “ Saint C u thbert, the w om en 

and  the weasel” , an  unpublished paper delivered 
to the In ternational H istory  C onference in O xford 
in Septem ber 1972. In  a revision o f  his earlier 
op in ion  Colgrave arrived a t a sim ilar conclusion 
(see his “ Saint C u thbert and his tim es” in [The] 
Relics [of Saint Cuthbert], ed. [C. F.] B attiscom be 
[(O xford 1956)] p. 126 n. 2; p. 137 n. 5).

22 Hist Dun Eccl p. 119.
23 Rites [of Durham, ed. J. T. Fow ler (SS  107 

1902)] pp. 133—4.
24 Hist Dun Eccl pp. 94-5. Sym eon tells us th a t 

the alleged incident occurred while Egelwin (1056— 
71) was bishop o f D urham ; T ostig  was earl o f  
N o rth u m b ria  from  1055 to  1065. R eginald o f 
D urham  recounts ano ther story w hich m ight be 
th ough t earlier than  this. A t the tim e o f A lfred 
W estou the relic-collector (see Hist Dun Eccl 
p. 87 for the period when he was associated 
w ith D urham ) a female weasel clim bed into C u th ­
b e rt’s coffin and  there gave b irth  ([R eginald o f  
D urham ,] Lib[ellus de admirandis bead] Cuth[berti 
virtutibus, ed. J. R aine (SS  1 1835)] pp. 57—60). 
T his account does no t seem to  reflect any m isogyny 
on C u th b e rt’s p art, however, as the weasel is never 
said to  have defied a ban  and the saint, a lthough 
vexed, does n o t allow  her to be hurt.

25 Hist Dun Eccl p. 60.
26 Hist Dun Eccl pp. 60-1.

21 Lib Cuth pp. 151-4.
28Lib Cuth pp . 260-1. In this narrative occurs 

a reference to  the m artyr Thom as Becket who was 
m urdered in 1170. R eginald’s w ork, in which the 
story is found, was com pleted in or after 1174 
(T udor, “ Reg and G o d ” pp. 91-2).

29 Lib Cuth pp. 266-8. The w om an a t one stage 
visited Saint G odric’s shrine at Finchale; G odric 
died in 1170 (see n. 2 above). This account 
occurs in the same w ork as the story o f Agnes the 
noblew om an and is thus provided with a posterior 
date.

30 Lib Cuth p . 269. The description o f her cure 
cannot be dated  exactly but in all probability  
belongs to the years 1170 to  1174, like the o ther 
narratives in this w ork w ith which it is found.

31 Lib Cuth p. 270. A reference to Finchale 
and the source in which the account o f her cure is 
found again establish 1170-4 as the approxim ate 
date o f this story. C om pare n. 29 above.

32 Hist Dun Eccl pp. 59-60.
33 [The] Life [of Saint Cuthbert] in Eng[lish] 

Versel ed. J. T. Fow ler (SS 87 1889)] p. 210 
lines 7199-204. F o r this w ork, see below.

34 Sym Mon Op I in trod. p. xli.
35 Lib Cuth p. 122. The appearance o f her cure in 

R eginald’s book m eans it m ust belong to the period 
before abou t 1174 (see above, ri. 28).

36 Lib Cuth pp. 264-5. H er cure also appears 
(pp. 12-13) in “ The M iracles o f Saint C uthbert 
a t F am e” edited by Sir Edm und C raster in 
Analecta Bollandiana 70 (1951) pp. 5-19 (and as 
“The M iracles o f F a m e ” in AA4, 29 (1951) pp. 
93-107). F or her identity, see C raster’s in tro ­
duction, p. 7 o f the Analecta Bollandiana 
edition. All the stories in this short miracle col­
lection were recounted by Bartholomew.

37 [Geoffrey o f D urham ,] Vit[a] Barth[olomaei 
Farnensis in Sym Mon Op I] p. 309.

38 Vit Barth pp. 323, 324.
39 Lib Cuth pp. 164, 266.
40 See n. 2 above.
41 Finucane, Mir and Pil pp. 127, 142, 167, 169.
42 Rites notes p. 229.
43 Geoffrey o f  C oldingham , Liber . , .  de Statu 

Ecclesiae Dunhelmensis in [Historiae Dunelmensis] 
Script[ores] Tres[, ed. J. R aine (SS 9 1839)]
p. 11.

44 C om pare V[ictoria] C[ounty] H[istory], 
Durham[, ed. W. Page (3 vols. London 1905-28)] 
III p. 116.

45 VCH, Durham III p. 94.
46 Lib[ellus] de Ort[u Sancti Cuthberti in



Miscellanea Biographica, ed. J. R aine (SS  8 1838) 
pp. 63-87].

47 Lib de Ort p. 82.
48 Lib de Ort pp. 84-5.
49 Lib de Ort pp. 85-6.
50 Lib de Ort pp. 83-4. On the Irish Life, see 

H. H . E. Craster, “The Red B ook o f D urham ” , 
English Historical Review 40 (1925) p. 507; M . H. 
D odds, “The little book  o f the b irth  o f Saint 
C u thbert” , AA4, 6 (1929) pp. 52-94; I. P. 
M cK eehan, “ The book o f the nativity o f Saint 
C u thbert” , Proceedings o f the Modern Language 
Association 48 (1933) pp. 981-99; P. G rosjean, 
“The alleged Irish origin o f Saint C u thbert” in 
Relics ed. Battiscom be pp. 144-54.

51 The w ork was once to be found in M S A rundel 
332, a form er D urham  book, where a seventeenth- 
century note explains tha t it has been excised. 
The rem ainder o f the volume was w ritten in the 
th irteenth  century. It seems very likely tha t the 
copy o f the Irish Life belonged to  the same period, 
especially as Bede’s Vita Prosaica, still to  be found 
here, followed it so closely th a t the first few lines 
were also removed when the Irish Life was cut ou t 
(see Two “Lives” in trod . pp. 29-30).

52 F or a sum m ary o f the history o f this hagio-

graphical com pendium , see John  C apgrave, Nova 
Legenda Anglie, ed. C. H orstm an  (2  vols. O xford 
1901) I in trod . p. ix. In  this edition pp. 2 1 6 -4 3  are 
devoted to  C uthbert, the contents o f pp. 2 1 6 -1 8  
being derived from  the Irish Life.

53 Rites notes pp. 2 3 2 , 25 4 .
54 Life in Eng Verse pp. 3 -2 8 .
55 Life in Eng Verse pp. 2 1 2 -1 3  lines 7 2 8 3 -3 2 2 .
56 Rites pp. 3, 3 5 -7 , 63 , 7 6 -7 , 118. See below.
57 R obert de G raystanes, Historia de Statu 

Ecclesiae Dunelmensis in Script Tres p. 117.
58 [William de C ham bre,] Cont[inuatio\ Hist 

[oriae] Dun[elmensis in Script Tres] pp. 1 3 4 -5 ;  
VCH, Durham III pp. 1 1 7 -1 8 .

59 Cont Hist Dun p. 137. C om pare VCH, 
Durham III p. 118.

60 D ocum ents relating to  this case are prin ted  
on p. 208  o f H . B ourne, The History o f Newcastle 
upon Tyne (Newcastle 1736).

61 F o r these, see D obson, Priory, especially pp. 
3 7 8 -8 6 .

62 Rites pp. 34-7.
63 Rites p. 43.
64 Rites p. 105.
65 Lib Cuth p. 154.




