
D . C . K e a r

B e d e  c o t t a g e  a n d  M o n k t o n  F a r m  ( N Z  3 2 1 6 3 8 )  f o r m  th e  r e s id e n t i a l  r a n g e  o f  a  f a r m ­
s t e a d  in  M o n k t o n ,  a  t o w n s h i p  in  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  J a r r o w .  T h e  f a r m  lie s  im m e d i a te l y  
t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  G r a n g e  F a r m ,  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  a n  e a r l i e r  s t u d y ,1 a n d  
w i th in  a  d e s i g n a te d  C o n s e r v a t io n  A r e a .  F i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  th e  P l a n n i n g  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  o f  T y n e  a n d  W e a r  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  h a s  m a d e  i t  p o s s ib le  b o t h  t o  s u r v e y  th e  
s t a n d in g  b u i ld in g s  a n d  to  s tu d y  th e  h i s to r y  o f  t h e  t e n e m e n t  h o ld i n g .  T h e  C o u n t y  
C o u n c i l  h a s  a ls o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .

F r a n c i s  B u r to n ,  D e n n is  F i t t o n ,  R i c h a r d  F r a s e r  a n d  M r s .  D .  P o w e l l  h a v e  a l l  h e lp e d  
w i th  t h e  r e c o r d in g  p r o c e s s ,  a s  h a v e  th e  s t a f f s  o f  s e v e r a l  a r c h iv e  d e p a r t m e n t s  d u r i n g  
r e s e a r c h ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r  M r s .  L in d a  D r u r y ,  J .  M .  F e w s te r ,  M e r y l  F o s t e r ,  P a t  
M u s s e t t ,  a n d  M . G .  S n a p e  a t  th e  P r i o r ’s K i t c h e n  a n d  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
P a l a e o g r a p h y  a n d  D ip lo m a t i c ,  D u r h a m .  A . G .  C h a m b e r l a i n ,  P .  A . G .  C la c k ,  
M r s .  M . G a r d n e r  H o n .F .H .S . ,  W . D .  H .  K e a r ,  D r .  S t a f f o r d  L in s le y ,  G r a c e  
M c C o m b i e  a n d  A . J .  M c L e o d  h a v e  a l l  o f f e r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  s u g g e s t io n s ;  a n y  e r r o r s  
o f  c o u r s e  a r e  m in e  a lo n e .

M o s t  o f  a l l  I  w o u ld  l ik e  t o  t h a n k  C a r o l e  a n d  I a n  F a i r w e a t h e r ,  t h e  n e w  o w n e r s ,  
w h o  h a v e  g e n e r o u s ly  a l lo w e d  m e  t o  o b s e r v e  a n d  r e c o r d  d e t a i l s  d u r i n g  r e n o v a t i o n ,  
a n d  B a r b a r a  H a r b o t t l e  w h o  h a s  h e lp e d  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
t h e  p r o j e c t .

BEDE COTTAGE

T h e  B u i ld in g
T h is  s u r v iv e s  a s  a  s in g le -c e ll ,  tw o - s to r e y  d w e l l in g  o f  s t o n e  r u b b l e  w a l ls  b o n d e d  w i th  
c la y .  N o r t h - w e s t  a n d  s o u t h - w e s t  q u o in s  a r e  f o r m e d  f r o m  s e le c te d  la r g e  s t o n e s  la id  
in  s id e -  a n d  f a c e - a l t e r n a te  f a s h io n ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  s id e  o f  t h e  b u i l d in g  h a v in g  b e e n  
t r u n c a t e d  b y  M o n k t o n  F a r m .  T h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  e n d  o f  th e  s o u t h  
f a c a d e  is  d i r e c t ly  o p p o s e d  b y  a n o t h e r  in  th e  n o r t h  w a ll .  T w o  p a i r s  o f  u p p e r  c r u c k  
b l a d e s  a r e  t e n o n e d  in t o  f i r s t  f l o o r  j o i s t s  w i th in  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  w a l ls ,  t h e  jo i s t s  
b e in g  r o u g h l y  h e w n  f r o m  q u a r t e r  o r  h a l f  t r u n k s .  A  f i r e p la c e  o n  th e  w e s t  w a l l  is 
p o s i t i o n e d  s o u t h  o f  th e  a x ia l  l in e ,  w i th  a  g a p  t o  th e  n o r t h  o n  th e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  b e in g  
f i lle d  b y  v e r t ic a l  t i m b e r  s t u d s  a n d  b r i c k  n o g g in g .  T h e  s t o n e  w a l l  is  c a r r i e d  a t  f i r s t  
f l o o r  le v e l o n  h o r i z o n ta l  t i m b e r s  t h a t  b r id g e  th e  d i s t a n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  a n d  
th e  c h im n e y  b r e a s t .
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N o t a b l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  in c lu d e :  a  s o u t h  d o o r  w i th  f a l s e  f o u r - c e n t r e d  a r c h e d  
h e a d ,  a  d e e p  l in te l ,  s p la y e d  j a m b s  a n d  la b e l  m o u l d i n g  w i th  d r o p p e d  a n d  r e t u r n e d  
e n d s ;  g r o u n d  a n d  f i r s t  f l o o r  w in d o w s  o n  th e  s o u t h  s id e  w h ic h  h a v e  s p l a y e d  s t o n e  
m u l l i o n s  a n d  j a m b s  a n d  s im i la r  la b e l  m o u l d in g ;  a  la r g e  f i r e p la c e  b e n e a t h  a  d e e p  l in te l  
w i th  f a l s e ,  f o u r - c e n t r e d  h e a d  a n d  s p la y e d  a n d  s t o p p e d  j a m b s .  A ll  th e s e  f e a t u r e s  a n d  
a  s m a l l  s p l a y e d  r e c t a n g u l a r  w in d o w , p o s i t i o n e d  b e tw e e n  g r o u n d  a n d  f i r s t  f l o o r  le v e l 
in  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l ,  a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  u s in g  d r e s s e d  s a n d s t o n e  b lo c k s .

A s  o n ly  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g in a l  b u i l d in g  s u r v iv e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  p r o b l e m s  b o t h  in  t h e  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p l a n ,  w i th  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  a c c e s s ,  l i g h t i n g  a n d  h e a t i n g ,  
a n d  a l s o  o f  l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  m a k e  im p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s .  O n e  p o s s ib le  p l a n  
is  t h a t  o f  a n  e lo n g a t e d  b u i ld in g ,  a  s in g le  r o o m  d e e p ,  a n d  s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  tw o  u n i t s .  
T h i s  is  a  ty p e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n iz e d  in  t h e  a d j a c e n t  P e n n in e  a r e a ; 2 i t  h a s  a  c e n t r a l  
e n t r a n c e  le a d in g  t o  a  l iv in g  k i t c h e n ,  o f f  w h ic h  o p e n s  a n o t h e r  r o o m  s e r v in g  a s  a  p a r l o u r .  
T h e  p r i n c ip a l  f i r e p la c e ,  o n  th e  e n d  w a l l  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  is  c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y  o n e  a t  
th e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  th e  b u i ld in g .  S u c h  a  p l a n  c o u ld  o n ly  b e  t e s t e d  b y  a r c h a e o l o g ic a l  
e x c a v a t io n ,  a s  M o n k t o n  F a r m  h a s  r e m o v e d  a l l  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  a b o v e  
g r o u n d  le v e l .

A n  a l t e r n a t iv e  a p p r o a c h  t o  a  c o n je c tu r a l  p l a n  is  b a s e d  o n  s e t t l e m e n t  e v id e n c e .  T h e  
h o m e s  o f  a g r a r i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  in  t h e  m e d i e v a l / e a r l y  p o s t - m e d i e v a l  p e r i o d  t e n d  to  " 
b e  e x t r e m e ly  s im p le  a n d  f u n c t io n a l .  W h e n  a  h ig h  le v e l  o f  l a n d o w n e r  i n t e r e s t  o r  c o n t r o l  
w a s  a l s o  a  p o s s ib i l i ty ,  a  n o t a b l e  d e g r e e  o f  u n i f o r m i ty  in  h o u s e  p l a n s  c o u l d  r e s u l t . 3 
I f  B e d e  C o t t a g e  w e re  t o  b e  c o m p a r e d  w i th  G r a n g e  F a r m  a lo n g  t h e  l in e s  o f  s u c h  
a  m o d e l ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  b u i l d in g  c o u ld  b e  e x p e c t e d  to  r e p r e s e n t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  tw o - t h i r d s  
o f  i t s  o r i g in a l  c o r e  w i th  t h e  r e m a in i n g  t h i r d  ly in g  f u r t h e r  e a s t  b e y o n d  a  p a r t i t i o n .  
L a t e r  th i s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  e n la r g e d  b y  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  b u i l t  o n  u s in g  a  
t h r o u g h  p a s s a g e .  W i t h  a  h e a r t h  in  t h e  s a m e  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  f i r e p la c e ,  t h e r e  
w o u ld  b e  a  s t r o n g  s im i la r i ty  in  s c a le ,  s t r u c t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t .

T h e  p r e s e n t  o p p o s e d  e n t r a n c e s  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a n  o r i g in a l  f e a t u r e ,  b u t  i t  w ill  b e  
a r g u e d  t h a t  a l l  th e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  e m p lo y e d  in  t h e  b u i l d in g  is  l a t e r  i n s e r t i o n ,  le a v in g  
q u e s t i o n  m a r k s  a g a in s t  t h e  p o s i t i o n in g  o f  e a r l i e r  d o o r s ,  w in d o w s  a n d  f i r e p la c e s .  
T h e r e  w a s  n o  s ig n  o f  a n y  p a r t i t i o n  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  l in e  o f  t h e  o p p o s e d  d o o r s ;  
f i r s t  f l o o r  j o i s t s ,  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  w a lls  a n d  b e a t e n  c la y  f l o o r  w e re  a l l  d e v o id  o f  t e l l ­
ta l e  s c a r s .  S im ila r ly ,  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  t r a c e  o f  b u r n i n g  m a k e s  i t  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  th i s  
w a s  e v e r  t h e  s i te  o f  a n  e a r l i e r  h e a r t h .  I f  B e d e  C o t t a g e  d i d  o r i g in a l ly  e x t e n d  f u r t h e r  
e a s t w a r d s ,  a n y  p a r t i t i o n  t h a t  e x is te d  is  m o r e  l ik e ly  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n  t h e  l in e  o f  th e  
p r e s e n t  p a r t y  w a l l  w i th  M o n k t o n  F a r m .  I t  is  in t e r e s t i n g  t h o u g h  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  

\ th i s  h o u s e  c h o s e  n o t  t o  r e - u s e  t h e  n o t i o n a l  n o r t h  w a l l ,  d e s p i t e  o n ly  a  m i n o r  v a r i a t i o n  
in  l in e .

A l t h o u g h  th e  b u i l d in g  n o w  a b u t t i n g  th e  w e s te r n  s id e  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e  is  a  s t a b le ,  
w i th  c o n s t r u c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  m u c h  l a t e r  p e r i o d ,  th e r e  is  o t h e r  e v id e n c e  
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  id e a  o f  a n  e a r l i e r  w e s te r n  a d d i t i o n .  T h e  s o u t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  s t a b l e  h a s  
a  b u i l d in g  b r e a k ,  w i th  a  s h o r t  le n g t h  o f  m a s o n r y  im m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  c o t t a g e  
v a r y i n g  f r o m  th e  r e s t  in  a p p e a r a n c e ;  a l s o ,  th e  b u t t  j o i n t  w i th  t h e  c o t t a g e  is  m o r e  
i n t e g r a t e d  a n d  c o m p a c te d  t h a n  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  n o r t h  w a l l  j o i n t .  I t  is  p o s s ib le  t h a t
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t h i s  is  a  s u r v iv in g  p o r t i o n  o f  a n  e a r l i e r  s t r u c tu r e ,  a l t h o u g h  th e r e  a r e  n o  a c c o m ­
p a n y i n g  f e a t u r e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  id e a .  T h e  b o n d in g  m a t e r i a l  o f  th e  w a ll  is  o b s c u r e d  
b y  h e a v y  p o i n t i n g  o u t s id e ,  a n d  l im e - w a s h in g  in s id e .

T h e  e x t e r i o r  f a c e  o f  t h e  w e s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e  h a s  a  t i m b e r  f e a t u r e  h ig h  in  th e  
g a b le  r e s e m b l i n g  th e  s u r v iv in g  p o r t i o n  o f  a  w in d o w  f r a m e .  T h e  p o s t u l a t e d  n o r t h  
j a m b  a n d  s ill  f a l l  j u s t  b e lo w  a  l in e  o f  c h im n e y  a n d  w a l l  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  in  n a r r o w  g a u g e  
b r i c k w o r k ; 4 b u t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s t o n e w o r k  w i th in  t h e  f r a m e d  a n g le  o f  t h e  a p e r t u r e  
m a y  b e  a n  in d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  w in d o w  w a s  b lo c k e d  b e f o r e  th i s  r e b u i ld in g  c a m p a ig n .  
S u c h  a n  e v e n t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  o c c a s i o n e d  b y  th e  e r e c t io n  o f  a  w e s te r n  e x te n s io n  t o  
t h e  c o t t a g e ,  t h e  r o o f  l in e  o f  th i s  a d d i t i o n  c u r t a i l i n g  th e  u s e f u ln e s s  o f  t h e  w in d o w .

L o w e r  d o w n  th e  w e s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e ,  a t  i t s  n o r t h e r n  e n d ,  th e r e  is  a n o t h e r ,  
s l ig h t ly  lo n g e r ,  h o r i z o n t a l  t i m b e r .  A l t h o u g h  i t  r e s e m b le s  a  l in te l ,  th e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  
o b v i o u s  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i th  th e  w a l l  f a b r i c  a r o u n d  i t ,  e i t h e r  e x te r n a l ly  o r  in t e r n a l ly .  
T h u s ,  i t  is  d i f f ic u l t  t o  d r a w  a n y  f i r m  c o n c lu s io n s  a b o u t  it .  B e lo w  th i s  h o w e v e r ,  a t  
g r o u n d  f l o o r  le v e l ,  t h e  t i m b e r  s t u d d i n g  w i th  b r i c k  in f il l  is  v e ry  th i n ;  i t  s e e m s  u n ­
l ik e ly  t h a t  a  s in g le  s k in  o f  l im e - w a s h e d ,  s t r e t c h e r  b o n d  b r i c k w o r k  w o u ld  e v e r  h a v e  
b e e n  e x p e c t e d  to  f u n c t i o n  a s  a n  e x t e r io r  w a ll .  W h e n  th e  s t a b le  w a s  b u i l t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
i t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a n  im m e d i a t e  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  a  d i s m a n t l e d  e a r l i e r  b u i ld in g .

T h e  g a p  t h a t  t h e  t i m b e r  a n d  b r i c k w o r k  p lu g s  is  o f  s u c h  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  s iz e  t h a t  
i t  is  n o t  r e a l ly  c o n c e iv a b le  a s  a n  o r d i n a r y  o p e n in g  to  t h e  o u ts id e ;  i t  is  f a r  m o r e  l ik e ly  
t o  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  i n t e r n a l  a c c e s s  b e tw e e n  s e p a r a t e l y  b u i l t ,  b u t  a d jo i n in g  s t r u c tu r e s .  
A l t h o u g h  th e  t h r e e  t i m b e r  s t u d s  d o  n o t  d iv id e  t h e  s p a c e  in  e q u a l  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  t h e r e  
is  n o  s ig n  t h a t  t h e  o r ig in a l  b lo c k i n g  w a s  j u s t  p a r t i a l ,  a l lo w in g  r e d u c e d  a c c e s s  
t h r o u g h  a  d o o r .  T h e  a p p e a r a n c e  is  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  a  o n e - p e r io d  b u i ld  t h a t  e f f e c te d  
a  c o m p l e t e  s e p a r a t i o n .

I t  is  n o t  p o s s ib le  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e th e r  th i s  v o id  in  th e  w e s t w a ll  o f  th e  c o t t a g e  
w a s  a n  o r ig in a l  f e a t u r e  o r  a  l a t e r  m o d i f i c a t i o n .  B u t  i t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  a s ,  a n d  c o n n e c t e d  w i th ,  a  c u r i o u s  s t o n e - b u i l t  t r o u g h  o f  u n k n o w n  
f u n c t i o n ,  t h e  b a s e  o f  w h ic h  s u r v iv e d  b e lo w  th e  le v e l o f  t h e  o r ig in a l  b e a t e n  c la y  f lo o r ,  
j u s t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  f i r e p la c e .  N o  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h e  d a t e  o f  th e  t r o u g h  
s u r v iv e d ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  m u s t  h a v e  p r e - d a t e d  th e  l a t e s t  f l o o r  o f  th e  c o t t a g e .  T h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  b a s e  c lo s e s t  t o  t h e  f i re  w a s  s l ig h t ly  d e e p e r  t h a n  th e  r e s t ,  w i th  a  v e ry  s m o o t h  
s u r f a c e  s e e m in g ly  w o r n  b y  f r e q u e n t  f r i c t i o n .  D e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  p ie c e s  o f  
s t o n e  w e r e  u s e d  in  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  w h o le  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  q u i t e  w e ll s e a le d .

T h e  R o o f
T h e  p r e s e n t  r o o f  is  o f  v e r y  r e c e n t  d a t e  a n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  c o m m o n  r a f t e r s  s u p p o r t e d  
b y  a  r i d g e  p u r l i n  a n d  tw o  s e ts  o f  s id e  p u r l i n s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  g a b le  w a lls .  T h e  p u r l i n s  
a r e  a l s o  p a r t i a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  b y  th e  s u r v iv in g  p o r t i o n  o f  a  t i m b e r  s k e l e to n  o f  m u c h  
e a r l i e r  d a t e .  T h e  l a t t e r  is  m a d e  u p  o f  tw o  s e ts  o f  p a i r e d  a n d  t i e d  c r u c k  b la d e s ,  t r u n ­
c a t e d  s h o r t  o f  t h e  r i d g e ,  t h e  u p p e r  e n d s  o f  e a c h  p a i r  b e in g  t e n o n e d  in t o  a  l i n k in g  
t i m b e r  ( c o l la r ) .  B o th  c o l l a r s  h a v e  e m p t y ,  c e n t r a l l y - p o s i t i o n e d  m o r t i s e  h o le s  in  th e  
u p p e r  s u r f a c e s ,  a n d  a  s in g le  p e g  h o le  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  to  h o ld  t h e  in ­
c o m i n g  t e n o n  o f  a  k in g  p o s t .  T h e s e  m o r t i s e  h o le s  a r e  in  e a s t - w e s t  a l i g n m e n t  w i th



e a c h  o th e r ,  a n d  in d i c a te  a  r id g e  l in e  s l ig h t ly  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  o n e .
A t  a  lo w e r  le v e l, n o w  s u p p o r t i n g  a  f i r s t  f l o o r  c e i l in g ,  a r e  f u r t h e r  t i m b e r s  ( l o w e r  

t r a n s v e r s e  m e m b e r s ) ;  th e s e  a r e  t r e n c h e d  i n t o  t h e  c r u c k  b l a d e s  b u t  p r o j e c t  t o  t h e  e a s t .  
T h e y  d o  n o t  r e a c h  th e  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  w a lls  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  o n ly  h a v e  a  m a r g in a l  
s u p p o r t i v e  f u n c t io n  to  t h e  f r a m e ,  s o  th e y  a r e  n o t  r e a l ly  t ie  b e a m s .  R e s t i n g  o n  th e  
o u t s id e  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  tw o  n o r t h e r n  c r u c k  b la d e s  a n d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  lo w e r  
t r a n s v e r s e  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  a ls o  o n  th e  o r i g in a l  s t o n e  r u b b l e  w a ll  o f  t h e  w e s t  g a b le ,  
is  a n o t h e r  p u r l i n ,  p o s s ib ly  th e  o n ly  o n e  t h a t  s u r v iv e s  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e r  r o o f  a r r a n g e ­
m e n t s .  .

T h e  w e s te r n  t r u s s  is  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  th e  1 st, t h e  e a s t e r n  a s  th e  2 n d ,  o n ly  f o r  c o n ­
v e n ie n c e  in  d is c u s s io n ;  n o  im p l i c a t i o n  is  in t e n d e d  r e g a r d in g  th e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  t r u s s e s  
a n d  t h e i r  o r d e r i n g  in  t h e  o r ig in a l ,  c o m p l e te  b u i ld in g .  T h e .  e ig h t  t i m b e r s  c o n s t i ­
t u t i n g  th e  tw o  s u r v iv in g  t r u s s e s  h a v e  a l l  b e e n  r o u g h l y  s h a p e d  b y  a x e  o r  a d z e  b u t  
d o  n o t  f o r m  a  c o h e r e n t  u n i t .  I t  is  p o s s ib le  t o  i s o la t e  tw o  g r o u p s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

G rou p  A
T h e  s o u t h  c r u c k  b la d e ,  t h e  c o l l a r  a n d  th e  lo w e r  t r a n s v e r s e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  1 s t s e t .

T h e s e  a r e  r e l a te d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  a l l  b e a r  t h e  s a m e  c a r p e n t e r s  m a r k s  ( | | | | ) .  
T h is  is  t a k e n  t o  b e  s ig n if i c a n t  b e c a u s e ,  a l t h o u g h  th e r e  a r e  f iv e  e x a m p le s  o f  th i s  d e n o t a ­
t i o n  o n  th e  th r e e  t im b e r s ,  n o  o t h e r  m a r k in g s  h a v e  b e e n  d e te c t e d  o n  th e  fiv e  
r e m a in i n g  t im b e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  b la d e  h a s  a  s l ig h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  a p p e a r a n c e  f r o m  
th e  o t h e r  th r e e  b la d e s ,  e lb o w in g  o n ly  w i th in  t h e  th i c k n e s s  o f  t h e  w a l l ,  a n d  f o r m in g  
a  n e a t  j o i n t  w i th  t h e  w e l l - m a tc h e d  c o l l a r .  T h e  lo w e r  t r a n s v e r s e  m e m b e r  h a s  b e e n  
c u t  f r o m  a  s o f tw o o d  (a l l  t h e  o t h e r  t i m b e r s  a r e  h a r d w o o d )  a n d  h a s  a  b o l t  s u p p l e ­
m e n t in g  a  w o o d e n  p e g  a t  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i th  t h e  n o r t h  b la d e .

G rou p  B
T h e  o t h e r  th r e e  b la d e s ,  viz. t h e  n o r t h  b la d e  o f  t h e  1 s t s e t  a n d  th e  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  
b la d e s  o f  t h e  2 n d  se t .

A ll  th r e e  h a v e  a  s im i la r  e lb o w e d  a p p e a r a n c e ,  s h a r e  t h e  s a m e  a p p r o x i m a t e  p r o ­
p o r t i o n s ,  a n d  h a v e  a  s in g le  r e d u n d a n t  p e g  h o le  in  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  b l a d e  s u r f a c e ,  
n e a r  t h e  e lb o w . T h e s e  h o le s  a r e  a ll  p o s i t i o n e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  v e r t i c a l  h e ig h t  a b o v e  th e  
g r o u n d ,  a n d  i t  is  n o t a b l y  a b s e n t  f r o m  th e  G r o u p  A  b la d e .  N o n e  o f  th e  b l a d e  j o i n t s  
w i th  t h e  c o l l a r s  is  a s  n e a t ly  c u t  a s  th e  G r o u p  A  e x a m p le .

T h is  le a v e s  t h e  c o l l a r  a n d  th e  lo w e r  t r a n s v e r s e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  2 n d  s e t  r e m a in i n g .  
T h e y  c a n n o t  b e  p o s i t iv e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  t h e  G r o u p  B  t i m b e r s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  
a b s e n c e  o f  r e l a t e d  m a r k in g s  c a n  b e  e x c lu d e d  f r o m  G r o u p  A .

T h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  o n e  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  u p p e r  n o r t h  w a l l  d u r i n g  r e n o v a t i o n  r e v e a l e d ,  
a t  th e  le v e l o f  a  d e f in i te  b u i ld in g  b r e a k ,  a  c o n t i n u o u s  le n g t h  o f  o r ig in a l  w a l l  p la t e ,  
s t il l  in  situ . I t  w a s  f o r m e d  f r o m  tw o  l e n g th s  o f  t i m b e r  s c a r f e d  t o g e t h e r  w i th  r e c e s s e s  
o n  th e  u p p e r  s u r f a c e s  f o r  th e  f e e t  o f  th e  c o m m o n  r a f t e r s .  A t  th e  1 s t c r u c k  p o s i t i o n ,  
a  c r u c k  t i e 5 h a d  o n c e  b e e n  a t t a c h e d  to  th e  w a ll  p l a t e  b u t  w a s  n o w  t r u n c a t e d  f lu s h  
w i th  th e  fa c e  o f  t h e  w a ll ;  th e  s u r v iv in g  p a r t  l in e d  u p  p e r f e c t ly  w i th  t h e  e m p t y  p e g
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h o le  in  t h e  b la d e .  T h i s  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  th e  le v e l o f  th i s  b u i l d in g  b r e a k  w a s  a n  e a r l i e r  
w a ll  h e ig h t ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  e m p t y  p e g  h o le s  in  t h e  t h r e e  b la d e s  w e r e  p a r t  o f  th e  
o r ig in a l  r o o f  s t r u c tu r e .  T h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  b r e a k  in  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  w a s  le s s  o b v io u s  
b e c a u s e  a  h ig h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  s to n e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b r i c k ,  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  in  i t s  r a i s e d  
s e c t io n .  T h i s  w a s  p e r h a p s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  d e s i r e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  a p p e a r ­
a n c e  o n  th e  p r i n c ip a l  f a c a d e .



I f  t h e  u n m a r k e d  G r o u p  B  t im b e r s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  th e  c r u c k  t i e  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  c a n  
n o w  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  o r ig in a l ,  t h e r e  is  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  e x p la in in g  th e  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c ­
te r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  G r o u p  A  t i m b e r s .  T h e  c r u c k  t ie  l i n k  w a s  o b v io u s ly  d e e m e d  d is p e n s a b le  
a t  s o m e  s t a g e ,  th e s e  t i m b e r s  b e in g  c u t .  A ls o  t h e  G r o u p  A  b la d e ,  w h ic h  w a s  n e v e r  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  w a ll  p l a t e ,  is  b e s t  e x p la in e d  a s  a  r e p l a c e m e n t  t h a t  p o s t - d a t e d  th e  
f u n c t i o n i n g  c r u c k  t ie s .  I t  s e e m s  l ik e ly  t h a t  t h e  r a i s in g  o f  t h e  w a lls  w a s  t h e  o c c a s io n  
w h e n  th e s e  c h a n g e s  o c c u r r e d .  T h e  m a r k i n g s  o n  th e  G r o u p  A  t i m b e r s  w o u ld  th e n  
h a v e  n o t h i n g  to  d o  w i th  B e d e  C o t t a g e ,  b u t  w o u ld  b e  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  t h e  u s e  o f  th e s e  
t i m b e r s  a s  p a r t  o f  a  t r u s s  o f  a n o t h e r  b u i ld in g .  O t h e r  im p l i c a t i o n s  n o w  fo l lo w  f r o m  

th i s .
T h e  lo g ic  o f  r a i s in g  th e  w a l ls  b y  a  r e la t iv e ly  s m a l l  a m o u n t  ( a b o u t  1 ft. 6  in . )  s e e m s  

t o  lie  in  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  t u r n  t h e  b u i l d in g  f r o m  o n e  w h ic h  is  e s s e n t ia l ly  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  
s t o r e y ,  i.e . o n e  f l o o r  a n d  a  lo f t ,  i n t o  a  g e n u in e  tw o  s to r e y  d w e ll in g .  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  
th e  lo w e r  t r a n s v e r s e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  a d d e d  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  c e i l in g ,  b u t  th e y  
m a y  h a v e  b e e n  in t e n d e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  th e  r i g id i ty ,  r e n d e r in g  th e  c r u c k  
t ie  s u p e r f lu o u s .  I f  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o l l a r  a r r a n g e m e n t  a ls o  d a te s  f r o m  th i s  p e r i o d ,  th e  
2 n d  s e t  t i m b e r  b e in g  n e w ly  c u t  a n d  m o r t i s e d  to  m a t c h  th e  G r o u p  A  k in g  p o s t  
a r r a n g e m e n t ,  th e n  i t  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h e  e a r l i e r  r o o f  r id g e  h a s  b e e n  lo s t .

T h e  r e c e s s  o n  th e  u p p e r  s u r f a c e  a t  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  t h e  c o l l a r  m a y  m a r k  th e  s id e  
p u r l i n  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  r o o f  p l a n ,  th e  n o r t h e r n  e q u iv a l e n t  h a v in g  b e e n  lo s t  
w h e n  t h e  c o l l a r  w a s  t r im m e d  t o  m a k e  r o o m  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o o f  c o v e r in g .  T h e  e x t a n t  
p u r l i n  o n  th e  n o r t h  s id e  is  a  p u z z le ;  i t  is  s i te d  t o o  lo w  to  b e  p a r t i c u l a r ly  u s e f u l ,  a n d  
i t  a l i g n s  w i th  t h e  o r i g in a l  w a l l  p l a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  th e  r a i s e d  w a ll .  A l t h o u g h  i t s  w e s t  
e n d  l ie s  o n  t o p  o f  o r ig in a l  w a l l in g ,  i t s  a t t a c h m e n t  a t  th e  e a s t  e n d  c a n  o n ly  d a t e  f r o m  
a f t e r  t h e  b u i l d in g  o f  M o n k t o n  F a r m .  I t  m a y  b e  a n  e a r ly  p u r l i n ,  l a t e r  m o v e d  to  a  
d i f f e r e n t  p o s i t i o n  to  a s s i s t  th e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  th e  r o o f  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e x te n s io n ,  
a n d  n o w  r e n d e r e d  r e d u n d a n t  b y  th e  r e c e n t  r e n e w a l .

D a t i n g
A n  a t t e m p t  t o  d e d u c e  a  p la u s ib l e  s e q u e n c e  o f  c h a n g e s  a n d  a d a p t a t i o n s  is  a  n e c e s s a r y  
p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  d a te s .  B o th  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  w a lls  w e re  r a i s e d  
u s in g  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  s t o n e  a n d  n a r r o w  g a u g e  b r i c k w o r k  t h a t  w a s  l im e  m o r t a r e d .  
T h i s  m o r t a r ,  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  e m p l o y e d  in  th e  c h im n e y  b r e a s t  o n  th e  f i r s t  f lo o r ,  
c o n t r a s t s  w i th  t h e  c la y  b o n d i n g  o f  t h e  o r i g in a l  w a lls .  N a r r o w  g a u g e  b r i c k s  w e re  a ls o  
u s e d  in  t h e  s e g m e n ta l ly  a r c h e d  f i r e p la c e  a n d  th e  r e b u i l t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w e s t  g a b le  
w a l l ,  w h ic h  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  c h im n e y  b r e a s t  h a s  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  s in g le  b u i ld .

O n  t h e  g r o u n d  f lo o r ,  n a r r o w  g a u g e  b r i c k s  w e re  w e ll  in t e g r a t e d  b e h in d  th e  d r e s s e d  
s a n d s t o n e  o f  t h e  f i r e p la c e ,  a n d  d e s p i t e  t h e  l a t e r  d is p la c e m e n t  o f  t h e  s o u t h  j a m b  to  
p r o v i d e  f o r  a  s a l t / s p ic e  b o x  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i r e p la c e  l in in g  s u r v iv e d  
b a c k e d  b y  s u c h  b r ic k s .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  b r i c k  h a d  a ls o  b e e n  u s e d  to  fill t h e  v o id s  in  
t h e  r u b b l e  c o r e  o f  t h e  w a l l ,  a n d  l in e  t h e  s o f f i t s  o f  t h e  a p e r t u r e s ,  b e f o r e  t h e  s a n d s to n e  
b lo c k s  o f  t h e  w in d o w  w e re  m o r t a r e d  in .  T h e r e  s e e m s  a  g o o d  c a s e  f o r  a s s o c ia t i n g  
t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  e m p l o y in g  t h e  n a r r o w  g a u g e  b r i c k w o r k  w i th  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  th e  

d r e s s e d  s t o n e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .



B o th  s o u t h  w in d o w s ,  t h e  s o u t h  d o o r ,  t h e  g r o u n d  f lo o r  f i r e p la c e  a n d  th e  s m a l l  n o r t h  
w in d o w  h a v e  d e c o r a t iv e  s ty le s  t h a t  a r e  c o m p a r a b le ,  a n d  i t  is  a r g u e d  t h a t  th e y  f o r m  
a  c o h e r e n t  g r o u p  a l l  o f  o n e  p e r i o d .  I f  th e y  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  w a ll  r a i s in g ,  th i s  
w o u ld  o b v io u s ly  m a k e  th e m  l a t e r  i n s e r t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r i m a r y  f e a tu r e s .  T h i s  id e a  
m a y  b e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  i n t e r n a l  t i m b e r  l i n te l  in  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  w in d o w  
r is e s  a b o v e  th e  l in e  o f  t h e  w a l l  p l a t e  a s  in d i c a t e d  b y  th e  r e d u n d a n t  p e g  h o le  in  t h e  
2 n d  s e t  s o u t h  c r u c k  b la d e .  T h e  t i m b e r  a ls o  h a s  a  j o i n t  p o s i t i o n ,  m a r k e d  b y  a  s l a n t i n g  
c u t  in  o n e  fa c e  p lu s  th r e e  a c c o m p a n y in g  p e g  h o le s ,  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  
s i t u a t io n ,  a n d  in d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i t  is  r e - u s e d .

T h e  c u r i o u s  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  n o r t h  w in d o w , b e tw e e n  g r o u n d  a n d  f i r s t  f l o o r  le v e l, 
r e q u i r e s  e x p la n a t io n .  T w o  f i r s t  f l o o r  j o i s t s ,  o n e  o f  w h ic h  is  t r u n c a t e d ,  b e a r  re c e s s  
s c a r s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  a  s im p le  l a d d e r  s t a i r  a s c e n d in g  f r o m  w e s t  t o  e a s t ,  c lo s e  t o  th e  
n o r t h  w a ll .  T h e  w in d o w  is  p e r f e c t ly  p o s i t i o n e d  to  l i g h t  th i s ,  a n d  w o u ld  b e  r e q u i r e d  
to  c o u n t e r  t h e  r e d u c t io n  in  n a t u r a l  l ig h t  i f  t h e  t i m b e r  s t u d  a n d  n a r r o w  g a u g e  b r i c k  
b lo c k in g  w a ll  w a s  e r e c te d  a t  th i s  t im e .  T h e  fe e t  o f  t h e  s t a i r s  w o u ld  h a v e  s t o o d  w i th in  
th e  a r e a  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  s to n e  t r o u g h ,  m a k i n g  i t  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  t h e  tw o  c o - e x is te d .  
A  p r e s e n t  s t a i r c a s e  a g a in s t  t h e  e a s t  w a ll  o f  th e  c o t t a g e  is  v e ry  m o d e r n ,  a n d  in  th e  
a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  e v id e n c e  f o r  a  f u r t h e r  s t a i r  p o s i t i o n ,  i t  is  b e s t  p e r h a p s  t o  s u r m is e  
t h a t  t h e  n o r t h  w a ll  l a d d e r  s t a i r  w a s  o p e r a t i o n a l  u n t i l  r e c e n t  t im e s ,  a n d  t h a t  th e  t r o u g h  
f u n c t io n e d  f o r  a  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  i t s  e r e c t io n .

C o n s id e r in g  th e  s u m  o f  t h e  a b o v e  e v id e n c e ,  i t  is  n o w  p o s s ib le  t o  s u g g e s t  a  s e q u e n c e  
f o r  t h e  e a r ly  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  b u i ld in g .  S t a r t i n g  a s  a  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  s t o r e y  s t r u c ­
tu r e ,  t h e  tw o  f a m i l i a r  p r o b l e m s  o f  d i f f ic u l ty  w i th  l i g h t in g  a n d  l a c k  o f  h e a d r o o m  
p r e v e n t e d  th e  fu l l  u s e  o f  th e  l o f t . 6 T h e  f i r s t ,  p a r t i a l l y  o v e r c o m e  b y  th e  u s e  o f  a  g a b le  
w in d o w , w a s  e x a c e r b a t e d  w h e n  th e  r o o f  o f  a  n e w  w e s te r n  e x te n s io n  c a n c e l le d  o u t ,  
o r  g r e a t ly  d im in i s h e d  th i s  s o u r c e .  T h e  s e c o n d  w a s  t a c k l e d  b y  r a i s in g  th e  e a v e s ,  e n a b l i n g  
a  lo w  le v e l w in d o w  o f  r e a s o n a b le  s iz e  to  b e  in s e r t e d  i n t o  th e  s id e  w a ll  a t  th e  s a m e  
t im e ,  a n d  th u s  o v e r c o m in g  th e  l ig h t  p r o b le m .  T h e  w e ll  a d a p t e d  u p p e r  c r u c k  r o o f  
s u r v iv e d  th i s  r e o r g a n iz a t io n ,  w i th  o n e  b la d e  b e in g  r e p l a c e d  f o r  u n k n o w n  r e a s o n s .  
A  n e w  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t r a n s v e r s e  t im b e r s  h o w e v e r ,  h e lp e d  to  s u p p o r t  th e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
c e i l in g  a n d  th e  n e w  r id g e .  T h e  o r ig in a l  s t e e p  p i t c h  o f  t h e  r o o f ,  o f t e n  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  
a  t h a t c h  c o v e r in g ,  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  s l ig h t ly  r e d u c e d .

T h e  u p g r a d i n g  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i n t o  a  fu l l  tw o - s to r e y  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  r e i n f o r c e d  b y  th e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r a p p in g s  in t o  w h a t  h a d  p r o b a b l y  b e e n  a  v e ry  p la i n  
b u i ld in g .  A  f in e  la r g e  f i r e p la c e  o f  d r e s s e d  s a n d s to n e  p r o b a b l y  r e p l a c e d  a  s m a l le r ,  
s im p le  e x a m p le ,  w i th  th e  n e w  s o l id ,  b r i c k - b u i l t  c h im n e y  b r e a s t  p e r h a p s  s u p e r s e d in g  
a  m o r e  f r a g i le  f i r e h o o d .  T h i s  a l s o  a l lo w e d  a  s m a ll  f i r e p la c e  t o  b e  o p e n e d  o u t  u p s t a i r s .  
T h e  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  w a s  c o m p le te d  b y  b lo c k in g  th e  i n t e r n a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  w e s t  b u i ld in g ,  
r e d u c in g  a n d  f i l l in g  in  th e  t r o u g h ,  a n d  in s e r t i n g  a  s m a l l  l a d d e r  s t a i r ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  
a d d i t i o n a l  w in d o w  l ig h t ,  t o  s e rv e  t h e  f i r s t  f lo o r .

T h e  d a t i n g  f o r  a l l  th i s  a c t i v i t y  is  b e s t  c o n s id e r e d  in  r e v e r s e  o r d e r .  T h e  la b e l  
m o u ld in g s  o f  th e  s o u t h  d o o r  a n d  w in d o w s  a r e  o f  a  s im p le  a n d  c o m m o n  f o r m .  A s  
a  ty p e  th e y  s p a n  a  p e r i o d  f r o m  th e  la t e  1 6 th  c e n tu r y  t h r o u g h  th e  1 7 th  c e n tu r y .  
A l th o u g h  h o r i z o n t a l  l a b e l  m o u ld in g s  c o n t i n u e  in t o  th e  1 8 th  c e n tu r y ,  t h o s e  s t o p p e d



b y  v e r t i c a l  t e r m i n a t i o n s  t e n d e d  t o  d ie  o u t  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  1 7 th  c e n t u r y .7 A  g o o d  
lo c a l  p a r a l l e l  is  p r o v i d e d  b y  B i s h o p  C o s i n ’s  a lm s h o u s e s ,  P a la c e  G r e e n ,  D u r h a m ,  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  1 6 6 0 s . F o r  t h e  f i r e p la c e  in t e r e s t i n g  c o m p a r i s o n s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  s e v e r a l  
e x a m p l e s  o f  p r o b a b l e  1 7 th  c e n t u r y  d a t e  a t  4 1 - 4 ,  T h e  S a n d h i l l ,  N e w c a s t le .

T h e  N o r t h - E a s t  is  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  r a t h e r  r e t a r d e d  in  a d o p t i n g  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  im p r o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p o s t - m e d i e v a l  p e r i o d ,8 a n d  i t  is  u n l ik e ly  
t h a t  m u c h  lo c a l  w o r k  w a s  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h a t  f o r  w h ic h  th e  B is h o p  o f  D u r h a m  w a s  
r e s p o n s ib l e .  O n  th i s  r e a s o n in g  a  m i d  t o  l a t e  1 7 th - c e n tu r y  d a t e  w o u ld  s e e m  a p p r o p r i a t e  
f o r  t h e  c h a n g e s .  T h e  s ty le  o f  t i m b e r  s t u d d i n g  a n d  b r i c k  n o g g in g  in f il l  b lo c k in g ,  a n d  
t h e  u s e  o f  n a r r o w  g a u g e  b r i c k s ,  w o u ld  a l s o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th i s  d a te .

T h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  c lu e s  w h e n  t u r n i n g  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  o r i g in a l  b u i ld in g .  T h e  
p l a n ,  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  d o o r  a n d  w in d o w  o p e n in g s  a n d  f i r e p la c e s ,  a n d  th e  r id g e  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  r o o f ,  a r e  a l l  l a r g e ly  g u e s s w o r k .  W e  d o  k n o w ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  c la y  
b o n d e d  w a l ls  s t o o d  t o  a  h e ig h t  o f  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  s t o r e y s  a n d  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r o o f  
w a s  a  v a r i e ty  o f  u p p e r  c r u c k  t h a t  e m p lo y e d  c r u c k  tie s .  R e c e n t  w o r k  b y  H .  M a r t i n  
R o b e r t s  i n  D u r h a m 9 s u g g e s ts  t h a t  t h e  u p p e r  c r u c k  is  a  1 7 th  a n d  e a r ly  1 8 th  c e n tu r y  
a d a p t a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  p o s s ib i l i t y  t h a t  B e d e  C o t t a g e  h a d  a n  e a r l i e r  
o r i g in ,  a n d  t h a t  a  1 6 th  c e n t u r y  d a t e  w o u ld  b e  p la u s ib l e .

NORTH EXTENSION/KITCHEN

A t  s o m e  s t a g e  a  s in g le  s t o r e y  a d d i t i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  B e d e  C o t t a g e ,  t h e  n e w  s t r u c t u r e  
a b u t t i n g  th e  c o t t a g e  n o r t h  w a l l  a n d  c o n n e c t e d  to  i t  via  a  d o o r w a y  in  th i s  w a ll .  I n  
a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  s c a le  th i s  e x te n s io n  h a s  a  s t r o n g  r e s e m b la n c e  t o  t h e  c o t t a g e ,  t h e  w a lls  
b e in g  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i th  r a n d o m  r u b b l e ,  a n d  s e le c te d  la r g e  s to n e s  b u i l t  i n t o  s id e -  a n d  
f a c e - a l t e r n a t e  q u o in s  a t  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t  a n d  n o r t h - w e s t .  H o w e v e r ,  th e r e  is  a  p e r c e p t ib l e  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e s e  tw o  c o r n e r s :  th e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  w e l l - s q u a r e d  
b lo c k s  i n  t h e  f o r m e r ,  o n ly  a  s in g le  e x a m p le  o f  w h ic h  is  u s e d  in  t h e  l a t t e r ,  w h ic h  
is  c o m p o s e d  m a i n ly  o f  i r r e g u l a r  b lo c k s ,  l ik e  th o s e  i n  t h e  c o t t a g e  q u o in s .  I n  c o m m o n  
w i th  t h e  c o t t a g e ,  t h e  e x p o s e d  s t o n e w o r k  is  w e ll w e a th e r e d  a n d  h e a v i ly  p o in t e d .

T h e  e a s t  w a l l ,  a t  l e a s t ,  is  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w i th  t h e  b u i l d in g  o f  M o n k t o n  F a r m .  T h e  
b u t t  j o i n t  w i th  t h e  c o t t a g e  n o r t h  w a l l ,  v is ib le  o n  th e  w e s te r n  f a c e ,  d o e s  n o t  s h o w  
o n  th e  e a s t e r n  f a c e ;  a n d  th e  o u t s h u t  w a l l  o f  t h e  f a r m  is  i n  b o n d  w i th  i t .  T h e  tw o  
e a s t e r n  d o o r w a y s ,  b o t h  o f  w h ic h  a p p e a r  t o  b e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w i th  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  
t h e  w a l l ,  w o u ld  s u r e ly  h a v e  o n ly  b e e n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  t h e  o u t s h u t ;  
a c c e s s  b e in g  r e q u i r e d  b o t h  t o  i t ,  a n d  t o  th e  g a r t h  o u ts id e .  T h e  d o o r w a y s  a r e  c o n ­
s t r u c t e d  u s in g  t i m b e r  l in te l s  a n d  h a v e  j a m b s  b u i l t  b y  in c lu d in g  la r g e  t h i n  s la b s  o f  
s t o n e  l a id  o n  e d g e ,  a s  a t  G r a n g e  F a r m .  T h e r e  is  a ls o  a  c o n t i n u o u s  w a ll  f o u n d a t i o n  
r u n n i n g  b e lo w  th e  t h r e s h o ld .  T h e s e  f e a t u r e s  a r e  s h a r e d  w i th  t h e  d o o r  o p e n in g  i n t o  

t h e  c o t t a g e .
T h e  f i r e p la c e  o n  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  is  la r g e  f o r  t h e  s iz e  o f  t h e  r o o m .  I t  is  c o n s t r u c t e d  

f r o m  r e c t a n g u l a r  b lo c k s  o f  s a n d s t o n e ,  f in e ly  d r e s s e d ,  b u t  o th e r w i s e  u n d e c o r a t e d .  
A b o v e  th e  l i n te l  is  a  r e l ie v in g  a r c h  a n d  c h im n e y  b r e a s t  b u i l t  w i th  i n t e r m e d ia t e  g a u g e  
b r i c k ,  t h e  t y p e  e m p l o y e d  in  th e  c h im n e y s  o f  M o n k t o n  F a r m ,  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  th e



f i r e p la c e  t o o  d a t e s  f r o m  th i s  p h a s e  o f  b u i ld in g .  T h e  r o u g h  i n t e r n a l  w a l l  p l a s t e r  o f  
th e  e x te n s io n  b u i ld in g ,  o n  th e  n o r t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e ,  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  th e  j o i n t  
w i th  t h e .  w e s t  w a ll .  T h i s  e n d  o f  t h e  w e s t  w a l l  h a s  a  d o o r  a n d  v e r t i c a l  s a s h  w in d o w  
u n d e r  a  c o m m o n  e x te r n a l  l in te l .  B u t  t h e  d o o r w a y  h a s  n o  w a l l  f o u n d a t i o n  b e lo w  i t s  
th r e s h o l d  a n d  a  s to n e  o n  e d g e  o n ly  in  i t s  n o r t h  j a m b .  T h e  w in d o w  h a s  a  s e a t  b e lo w  
a n d  n a r r o w  g la z in g  b a r s .  I t  is  l ik e ly  t h a t  b o t h  a r e  l a t e r  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  o r  r e p l a c e m e n t s ,  
a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e b u i l t  w a ll  w a s  a l i g n e d  f u r t h e r  e a s t  t o  a l l o w  m o r e  l i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c o t t a g e  
s t a i r  w in d o w : T h i s  w o u ld  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  t r a p p e d  p l a s t e r ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  
a n d  th e  s l ig h t ly  o d d ,  o u t  o f  s q u a r e  o r i e n t a t i o n  to  t h e  c o t t a g e .

D a t i n g
T h e  k i t c h e n / n o r t h  e x te n s ip n  o b v io u s ly  p o s t - d a t e s  t h e  c o t t a g e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  b e e n  
b u i l t  o n  t o  i t .  Y e t  i t  h a s  p r o p o r t i o n s  a n d  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n a l  s ty le  w h ic h  a r e  v e r y  s im i la r ,  
a n d  s h o u l d  lo g ic a l ly  d a t e  i t s  e r e c t io n  b e f o r e  t h a t  o f  M o n k t o n  F a r m .  D e m a n d s  f o r  
e x t r a  r o o m  a t  th i s  l a t e r  d a t e  c o u ld  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i th i n  
th e  d e s ig n  f o r  t h e  n e w  b u i ld in g ;  t h e  a p p a r e n t  a b s e n c e  o f  c o o k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  h e r e  s u g ­
g e s ts  th e y  w e re  p r o v i d e d  e ls e w h e r e .  H o w e v e r ,  a l l  t h e  s u r v iv in g  f e a t u r e s  w i th i n  t h e  
e x te n s io n  c a n  o n ly  b e  d a t e d  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  b u i l d in g  o f  M o .n k to n  F a r m  o r  l a t e r .

N o  t r a c e  o f  c la y  b o n d i n g  h a s  b e e n  d e te c te d  in  t h e  w a l ls ,  a n d  i t  is  s u s p e c te d  t h a t  
t h e  b u i l d in g  is  l im e  m o r t a r e d  t h r o u g h o u t .  T h e  m o r t a r  i n  th e  e a s t  w a l l  d i f f e r s  f r o m  
t h a t  e m p lo y e d  in  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  b u t  m a tc h e s  t h a t  u s e d  in  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  a n d  
f i r e p la c e ;  th e y  a l l  d i f f e r  t h o u g h  f r o m  th e  ty p e  b o n d i n g  th e  w e s t  w a l l .  A p a r t  f r o m  
th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  b o n d in g  m a t e r i a l  th e r e  is  o th e r w i s e  a  c lo s e  s im i l a r i t y  b e tw e e n  th e  
s im p le  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  th e  n o r t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  o f  
th e  e x te n s io n .

A l l  t h e  e v id e n c e  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  v ie w  t h a t  th e  e a s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  e x t e n s io n  is  a  r e b u i l d ­
in g ,  p r o b a b l y  r e - u s in g  th e  s a m e  m a t e r i a l  o n  th e  o r i g in a l  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  a t  t h e  t im e  
o f  t h e  e r e c t io n  o f  M o n k t o n  F a r m .  P e r h a p s  th e  n o r t h  w a l l  w a s  a l s o  la r g e ly  r e b u i l t  
a t  th i s  t im e  w h e n  th e  n e w  f i r e p la c e  a n d  c h im n e y  w e r e  a d d e d .  I t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  
d e c id e d  to  s t r e n g th e n  th e  n e w  n o r t h - e a s t  q u o i n  u s in g  s u r p lu s  a s h l a r  b lo c k s .  T h e  w e s t  
w a ll  r e m a in e d  i n t a c t ,  b u t  w a s  p a r t i a l l y  d i s m a n t l e d  l a t e r ,  w h e n  th e  n e w  o r  r e p l a c e m e n t  
d o o r  a n d  w in d o w  w e re  i n s e r t e d .  T h e  s in g le  la r g e  b lo c k  in  t h e  u p p e r  n o r t h - w e s t  q u o i n  
m a y  m a r k  a  b u i l d in g  b r e a k  f r o m  th i s  a l t e r a t i o n .  M o r e  r e c e n t ly  t h e  r o o f  c o v e r in g  
w a s  r e p l a c e d  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h a t  o f  th e  c o t t a g e ;  t h e  r o o f  s p a c e  w a s  e q u ip p e d  w i th  
t i m b e r - l i n e d  w a lls  a n d  c e i l in g  f o r  s to r a g e ,  a n d  a  c a s e m e n t  d o r m e r  f o r  l ig h t in g .

F u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  p r e - M o n k t o n  F a r m  d a t e  f o r  t h e  o r i g in a l  e x te n s io n  c a m e  
f r o m  a  b lo c k e d  a c c e s s  b e tw e e n  th e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e  a n d  t h e  r o o f  s p a c e  o f  
t h e  e x te n s io n .  I t  w a s  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  a p e r t u r e  l in in g  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  u s i n g  n a r r o w  
g a u g e  b r ic k s .  T h is  f e a t u r e  c o u ld  n o t  b e  e a r l i e r  t h a n ,  b u t  m a y  d a t e  f r o m ,  t h e  r a i s in g  
o f  t h e  w a lls  o f  th e  c o t t a g e .  T h e  o p e n in g  d id  n o t  h a v e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  n o r m a l  
w in d o w , a n d  t i m b e r w o r k  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  s ill w a s  u n w e a t h e r e d  o n  th e  e x te n s io n  s id e , 
r e v e a l in g  t h a t  i t  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  e x p o s e d  to  t h e  e le m e n ts .  I t  is  l ik e ly  t h a t  t h e  r o o f  
s p a c e  o f  t h e  e x te n s io n  h a d  a ls o  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  s t o r a g e  a t  th i s  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d ,  t h e  o p e n in g  
a l l o w in g  f o r  th e  c o n v e n ie n t  p a s s a g e  o f  g o o d s  t o  a n d  f r o m  th e  c o t t a g e .



I f  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is  c o r r e c t  t h e n  t h e  n o r t h  e x te n s io n  p r e - d a t e d  th e  w a ll  r a i s in g  
a n d  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n t o  B e d e  C o t t a g e ,  b u t  p o s t - d a t e d  th e  b u i ld in g  
o f  t h e  c o t t a g e  i t s e l f .  A  d a t e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 7 th  c e n tu r y  is  p e r h a p s  m o s t  l ik e ly . 
H o w e v e r ,  i t  m u s t  b e  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  f e a t u r e s  n o w  v is ib le  in  t h e  e x te n s io n  d a t e  
f r o m  t h e  b u i l d in g  o f  M o n k t o n  F a r m  o r  l a t e r ,  a n d  s o  i t  is  p o s s ib le  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d in g  
w a s  e r e c t e d  a t  t h i s  l a t e r  d a t e ,  d e l i b e r a t e ly  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  th e  h o u s e ,  a n d  b u i l t  to  
m a t c h  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n a l  s ty le  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e .

MONKTON FARM

A n  a l t o g e t h e r  l a r g e r  b u i l d in g  t h a n  B e d e  C o t t a g e ,  M o n k t o n  F a r m  is  b u i l t  in  s y m ­
m e t r i c a l  G e o r g i a n  f a s h io n  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  T u s c a n  s ty le  d o o r w a y  o p e n in g  in t o  a n  
e n t r a n c e  l o b b y .  L a r g e  r o o m s  o p e n in g  o f f  e i t h e r  s id e  a r e  d u p l i c a t e d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f lo o r ,  
w h e r e  th e y  o p e n  f r o m  a  l a n d i n g  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  w id e  d o g - le g  s t a i r c a s e .  A n  o u t -  
s h u t ,  b u i l t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  b u t  u n d e r  a  s e p a r a t e  r o o f ,  s u p p le m e n t s  th e  s in g le  p i le  
h o u s e ,  a n d  is  c u r r e n t l y  d iv i d e d  i n t o  th r e e .  T h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  h a s  la t e ly  b e e n  u s e d  
a s  a  c o a l  h o u s e  b u t  o r i g in a l ly  m a y  h a v e  f u n c t io n e d  a s  a  c lo s e t ;  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o o m  
is  n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s  t h i c k  c e r a m ic  f l o o r  t i le s ;  a n d  th e  w e s te r n  a r e a  is  t h e  o n ly  p la c e  
w h e r e  t h e  o r i g in a l  o u t s h u t  r o o f  s u r v iv e s ,  t h e  r e s t  h a v in g  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  a  m o d e r n  
b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  a t  f i r s t  f l o o r  le v e l . T h e  p r i m a r y  r o o f  s u p p o r t  is  a  s in g le  t r u n k  o f  a  
y o u n g  t r e e  a n g le d  u p w a r d s  f r o m  th e  t o p  o f  t h e  o u t s h u t  w a l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  o f  

t h e  h o u s e ;
I n  t h e  h o u s e  i t s e l f  t h e r e  is  a  f in e  t i m b e r  r o o f  o f  f iv e  b a y s .  T h e  f o u r  r o o f  t r u s s e s  

a r e  a l l  m a r k e d  in  o r d e r ;  p a i r s  o f  s a w n  p r i n c ip a l  r a f t e r s  o f  r e la t iv e ly  l ig h t  s c a n t l i n g  
r i s e  f r o m  th e  w a l l  p l a t e ,  a r e  c r o s s e d  a n d  h a lv e d  a t  th e  a p e x ,  w h e r e  th e y  s u p p o r t  a  
r i d g e  p u r l i n .  T h e  r i d g e  a n d  tw o  s e ts  o f  s id e  p u r l i n s  c o n s i s t  o f  m o r e  t h a n  s in g le  le n g th s  
o f  t i m b e r ,  s im p le  s c a r f  j o i n t s  o c c u r r in g  a t  t h e  t r u s s  p o s i t i o n s .  A n  e x p a n s iv e  r o o f  s p a c e  
w a s  o b v io u s ly  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p o r t a n c e ;  i t  is  b o a r d e d  t h r o u g h o u t ,  h a s  tw o  s h u t ­
t e r e d  o p e n in g s  in  t h e  e a s t  g a b le ,  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  a m p le  r o o m  f o r  s to r a g e  
a n d / o r  b e d s p a c e  f o r  a  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  .

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  w i th i n  t h e  h o u s e  is  t h e  m a i n  s t a i r ­
c a s e .  I t  is  o p e n  s t r i n g  w i th  b a l u s t e r s  t u r n e d  f r o m  tw o  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  i n c h  p o s t s :  th e  
h a n d r a i l  is  s t r ik i n g ly  d o w n t u m e d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l ig h t  o f  s t a i r s .  T o g e th e r  
w i th  t h e  o t h e r  s t a i r w a y s ,  i t  p a r t i a l l y  r e f le c ts  t h e  s o c ia l  c o m p le x i ty  o f  w h a t  h a d  n o w  
b e c o m e  a n  a m a l g a m a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  in d i v id u a l  b u i ld in g s .  T h e  s im p le  m o d e r n  e a s t e r n  
s t a i r c a s e  in  B e d e  C o t t a g e  w a s  o n ly  c o n s t r u c t e d  a f t e r  a  d o o r w a y  in  th e  p a r t y  w a ll  
t o  t h e  h o u s e  h a d  b e e n  b lo c k e d .  A n o t h e r ,  o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  le d  f r o m  th e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e  t o  t h e  r o o f  s p a c e  o f  t h e  h o u s e .

T h e  d i s c r e te ly  b o x e d ,  n a r r o w  s t a i r  l e a d in g  f r o m  th e  k i t c h e n  a r e a  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
o f  t h e  h o u s e  a lo n g s id e  t h e  w e s t e r n  c h im n e y  b r e a s t ,  a n d  t h a t  g iv in g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  lo f t ,  
b u i l t  w i th i n  a  k i t c h e n  c u p b o a r d ,  a l s o  c le a r ly  d i s p la y  s o c ia l  c o n te x t  a s  w e ll  a s  f u n c t io n .  
T h e  k i t c h e n ,  t h e  c o t t a g e  a n d  t h e  lo f t s  w e re  n o w  th e  d o m a i n  o f  t h e  d o m e s t i c  a n d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e r v a n t s  a n d  l a b o u r e r s  i n  t h e  e x p a n d in g  h o u s e h o l d .  T h e  la r g e  r o o m s  
o f  t h e  h o u s e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p r i n c ip a l  f a m ily :  th e y
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m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a r r a n g e d  w i th  a  d in i n g  r o o m  to  th e  w e s t  ( n e a r  t h e  k i t c h e n )  a n d  a  
l iv in g  r o o m  t o  t h e  e a s t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  f lo o r ;  a n d  w i th  tw o  b e d r o o m s  o n  th e  f i r s t  

f l o o r .

D a tin g  p
M o n k t o n  F a r m  h a s  a  s t o n e  a b o v e  t h e  d o o r w a y  w i th  t h e  le t te r s ,  R  . A  a n d  th e  
d a t e  1 7 4 0  i n s c r ib e d  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  a  c o a t  o f  a r m s .  A s  i t  c a n  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  R i c h a r d  
a n d  A n n  F o r s t e r  w e r e  t h e  t e n a n t s  a n d  o c c u p a n t s  a t  th i s  t i m e ,10 th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  s u g g e s ts  
t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s  e v id e n c e  f o r  d a t i n g  is  le g i t im a te .  T h e r e  a r e  a n o m a l ie s  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  
c o a t  o f  a r m s  ( s e e  b e lo w ) ,  a n d  th e  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s to n e  s u g g e s t  i t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  
e m p l o y e d  e ls e w h e r e ,  o r i g in a l ly  a s  a  l in te l .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  w e ll in t e g r a t e d  i n t o  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  b u i l d in g  f r o m  th e  o u t s e t ,  a n d  is  n o t  a  l a t e r  in s e r t i o n .  
A l t h o u g h  c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  w in d o w  f r a m e s  a n d  th e  w e s t  b e d r o o m  c a s t  
i r o n  f i r e p la c e  m a y  b e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  e s s e n t ia l  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a p p e a r s  
t o  b e  a  s i n g le - p e r io d  b u i ld .  T h e  in s c r ib e d  d a t e  t h e n  is  f a r  m o r e  l ik e ly  t o  r e f e r  t o  
t h i s  t h a n  a n y  s u b s e q u e n t  a l t e r a t i o n .

T h e  s t a i r c a s e ,  u n u s u a l  in  s o m e  r e s p e c t s ,  h a s  v e r y  s t r o n g  s im i la r i t i e s  w i th  t h a t  o f  
t h e  G r a n g e ,  t h e  1 8 th  c e n t u r y  b u i l d in g  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c u lm in a t io n  o f  r e s id e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t s  a t  G r a n g e  F a r m .  D e ta i l s  a t  M o n k t o n  F a r m  a r e  ty p ic a l  o f  m id  1 8 th  
c e n t u r y  t a s t e . 11 B a lu s t e r s  w i th  b u l b o u s  c o lu m n s  a n d  c lo s e ly  g r o u p e d  m o u l d in g s  w e re  
s u p e r s e d e d  b y  m u c h  p l a i n e r  e x a m p le s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y .  H a n d r a i l s ,  w i th  c u r v e d  
t o p  a n d  s im p le  a p p l i e d  m o u l d in g s ,  s w e p t  o v e r  a  t u r n e d  n e w e l  p o s t  in  a n  e le g a n t  c u r v e  
a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  s t a i r s ,  a r e  a l s o  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th i s  d a te .  I n t e r e s t in g ly ,  th e r e  a r e  
p l a i n  r e c t a n g u l a r  b lo c k s  b e lo w  th e  o p e n  s t r i n g  m o u l d in g ,  in  c o n t r a s t  w i th  t h e  m o r e  
n o r m a l  d e c o r a t iv e  b r a c k e t s  a t  th e  G r a n g e .

C r o w  H a l l ,  F e l l in g  p r o v i d e s  a  g o o d  lo c a l  p a r a l l e l  a s  a  b u i ld in g .  E r e c t e d  in  1 7 1 5  
b y  F r a n c i s  R u d s t o n 12 i t  is  o f  f iv e  b a y s  a n d  w a s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  o f  tw o  s to r e y s  o r ig in a l ly ,  
w h ic h  w o u ld  m a k e  i t  d i r e c t l y  c o m p a r a b l e  in  s iz e  w i th  M o n k t o n  F a r m .  T h e  d o o r c a s e  
d e t a i l  is  a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  a n d  a l t h o u g h  i t  l a c k s  th e  c o m p le te  a n d  p r o j e c t i n g  w in d o w  
a r c h i t r a v e s ,  i t s  l i n te l s  h a v e  s im i la r  a n g le d  in c i s io n s  in  i m i t a t i o n  o f  a  b r i c k  a r c h .  T h e  
f a c a d e  a l s o  is  o f  a  p o l i s h e d  s t o n e  d e s ig n .  A  d a t e  o f  c. 1 7 4 0  is  s u g g e s te d  t h e n  f o r  
t h e  b u i l d in g  o f  M o n k t o n  F a r m .

FARM BUILDINGS

M i x e d  f a r m i n g  is  l ik e ly  t o  h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i s e d  m o s t  o f  th e  t im e ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  w i th  
a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  l i v e s to c k .  I n  1 6 8 3  t h e  r e n t a l  o f  £ 4 5  o n  a  s e v e n  y e a r  le a s e  w a s  t o  
b e  in c r e a s e d  b y  £ 5  f o r  e v e r y  a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  t i l l a g e ;13 in  1 7 7 0  th e  le a s e  
e x p r e s s ly  f o r b a d e  th e  p l o u g h i n g  a n d  s o w in g  o f  m o r e  l a n d  t h a n  h a d  b e e n  th e  c u s t o m .  
T h e  t e r r i e r  o f  1 7 8 3 14 d e s c r ib e s  q u i t e  a  la r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  a r a b l e ,  t h e  W o o d if ie ld  
s u r v e y s  o f  1 8 0 5  a n d  1 8 0 6 15 s h o w  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t im e  m o s t  o f  t h e  l a n d  w a s  u n d e r  g r a s s  
o r  p r o v i d i n g  f o d d e r  c r o p s ,  w h i l s t  t h e  t i t h e  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o f  1 8 3 8 16 r e c o r d s  a  m o r e  
e v e n  c o m b i n a t i o n  in  l a n d  u s e ,  s l ig h t ly  f a v o u r in g  c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n .

P r o v i s i o n  o f  f a r m  b u i l d in g s  i n  t h e  N o r t h - E a s t  o f  E n g la n d  is  l ik e ly  t o  h a v e  b e e n





f a i r l y  m o d e s t  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  1 8 th / 1 9 th  c e n tu r y .  H o w e v e r ,  a  le a s e  o f  1 6 7 7  g iv e n  
b y  t h e  t e n a n t  o f  M o n k t o n  F a r m  t o  t h e  o c c u p a n t  o f  a  n e ig h b o u r in g  f a r m 17 in c lu d e s  
a  c o v e n a n t  t o  b u i l d  a  b a r n  o r  o x h o u s e  o n  th e  h o ld in g .  T h e s e  c e r t a in l y  a p p e a r  to  
b e  t h e  p r i m e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  t e r m s  o f  e x t r a  b u i ld in g s .  A  n e w s p a p e r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  
o f  1 7 7 0 18 l i s t s  t h e  p r e m is e s  o f  tw o  f a r m s  in  M o n k t o n :  o n e  p o s s e s s e d  h o u s e ,  b a m ,  
b y r e ,  a n d  s t a b l e ;  t h e  o t h e r  h a d  h o u s e ,  b a m  a n d  b y r e .  T h e  1 783  m a p  s h o w s  th r e e  
b u i l d in g s  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  B e d e  C o t t a g e / M o n k t o n  F a r m ,  a n d  th e  1 8 3 8  t i t h e  m a p  
s h o w s  t h r e e  a g a in ,  b u t  i n  a  s l ig h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t .  T h e  id e n t i f i c a t io n  o f  f a r m  
b u i l d in g s  f r o m  th e s e  s o u r c e s  a lo n e  t h o u g h  is  p r o b l e m a t i c a l ;  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o t t a g e s  
a r e  k n o w n  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c lu s t e r e d  a r o u n d  th e  m a i n  h o m e s ta l l s ,  a n d  n o t  a l l  o f  th e s e  
c a n  b e  p i n p o i n t e d .

T h e  1 s t e d i t i o n  O r d n a n c e  S u r v e y  m a p  o f  1 8 5 6  s h o w s  t h a t  b y  th i s  t im e  th e r e  h a d  
b e e n  a  c o m p l e t e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  O n ly  t h e  b a m  m a y  h a v e  s u r v iv e d  f r o m  th e  e a r l i e r  
i s o l a t e d  b u i l d in g s ,  n o w  r e p l a c e d  b y  a  r a n g e  p a r t i a l l y  e n c lo s in g  a  f o ld  y a r d .  S in c e  
t h e n ,  a  l o n g  r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  f a r m ,  a n d  a  g in  e n g in e  a t t a c h e d  
t o  t h e  b a m ,  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d ;  a n d  a  m o d e r n  b r i c k - b u i l t  d a i r y  h a s  b e e n  e r e c t e d  b e h in d  
t h e  m a i n  f a r m h o u s e .  T h e  g in  e n g in e ,  o n e  o f  f iv e  in  t h e  v i l la g e  in  th e  m id  1 9 th  c e n tu r y ,  
is  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i r c u l a r  p l a n  f o r m  s h o w n  o n  th e  m a p .  I t s  u n u s u a l  e n d - o n  
p o s i t i o n i n g  t o  t h e  b a m  m a y  b e  e x p la i n e d  b y  th e  d e s i r e  t o  a v o id  b lo c k i n g  a  t r a c k  
t o  t h e  f ie ld s  o n  th e  w e s t ,  a n d  t h e  y a r d  t o  t h e  e a s t .

D a t i n g
P r e c i s e  d a t i n g  is  d i f f i c u l t  b e c a u s e  t h e  f a r m  b u i ld in g s  l a c k  t h e  d i a g n o s t i c  f e a t u r e s  o f  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ty le  e m p l o y e d  in  t h e  d o m e s t i c  b lo c k .  T h e  s t a b le ,  b a m ,  b y r e  ( b e tw e e n  
t h e  b a m  a n d  k i t c h e n ) ,  c a r t  s h e d  w i th  g r a n a r y  a b o v e  ( t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  t r a c k ) ,  a n d  
a d d i t i o n a l  b u i l d in g s  f o r  l i v e s to c k  a n d  s t o r a g e  ( t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  e a s t  o f  t h e  b a r n / g i n  
e n g in e )  a r e  a l l  o f  a  s im p le ,  f u n c t i o n a l ,  r u b b l e  s t o n e  w a ll  b u i ld .  T h e y  a l l  h a v e  u t i l i ­
t a r i a n ,  m a c h i n e d  a n d  m e t a l - b o l t e d  t i m b e r  r o o f  t r u s s e s .

T h e  b a m  h a s  c r o w - s t e p  g a b le s ,  a n d  t h e  u n u s u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  g in  e n g in e  m a y  
s u p p o r t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n ;  t h e  s c a r s  in  th e  n o r t h  w a l l  r e v e a l  i t  
w a s  a  r e l a t i v e ly  s m a l l  e x a m p le .  T h e  b y r e  w a s  c e r t a in l y  b u i l t  l a t e r  t h a n  b o t h  t h e  b a m  
a n d  k i t c h e n  b e c a u s e  i t s  w a l l s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  in f i l l  w i t h o u t  a n y  q u o in in g .  A  d a t e  
i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y  t h e n  is  l ik e ly  f o r  t h e  e r e c t io n  o f  m o s t  o f  
t h e s e  b u i l d in g s ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  o n e  in  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 8 th  c e n tu r y  f o r  t h e  b a m .

HISTORY

A  l i s t  o f  t h e  f a r m ’s t e n a n t s  a n d  o w n e r s  c a n  b e  c o m p i le d  s t r e t c h i n g  b a c k  t o  1 4 9 5 ,19 
a n d  i t  is  s o m e t i m e s  p o s s ib le  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h a t  t h e  t e n a n t  w a s  a l s o  t h e  o c c u p ie r ,  o r  
i n  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  o c c u p ie r .  F r o m  th e  e n d  o f  th e  1 5 th  
c e n t u r y  u n t i l  t h e  e a r ly  1 7 th  c e n t u r y  t h e  t e n e m e n t  s e e m s  to  h a v e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  th e  
h a n d s  o f  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  B r o m p t o n  f a m ily .  A t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th i s  
p e r i o d  i t  w a s  o n e  o f  f o u r  i n  M o n k t o n  a l l  p a y in g  d i f f e r e n t  r e n t s  t o  t h e  P r i o r  a n d  
C o n v e n t  o f  D u r h a m ,  f r o m  w h o m  t h e  l a n d  w a s  h e ld .  B e tw e e n  1 5 1 2  a n d  1 538  h o w e v e r ,



a n  a p p a r e n t  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  in c r e a s e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t e n a n t s  t o  f iv e , a l l  p a y in g  i d e n t i ­
c a l  r e n t s .  I t  is  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  th i s  is  c o n n e c t e d  w i th  th e  e n c lo s u r e  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p  f ie ld s  
b e c a u s e  a  d o c u m e n t  o f  1 6 1 2 20 is  a  d r a f t  a g r e e m e n t  b y  th e  t e n a n t s  o f  M o n k t o n  f o r  
t h e  d iv i s io n  o f  t h e  n o r t h ,  w e s t  a n d  s o u t h  f ie ld s .

T h e  s t a tu s  o f  t h e  B r o m p t o n s  is  u n k n o w n ,  b u t  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r  T h o m a s  C o c k e  w a s  
a  m e r c h a n t  f r o m  N e w c a s t le .  H e  d ie d  in  1 6 2 8  le a v in g  a n  i n v e n t o r y  o f  a l l  t h e  g o o d s  
a n d  c h a t t e l s  a t  h is  M o n k t o n  f a r m .21 T h e  l i s t  is  d iv id e d  i n t o  th r e e  g r o u p s  t h a t  a p p e a r  
to  r e s p e c t  r e a l  d iv i s io n s  in  th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y ;  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  f o r  e x a m p le  c o n ­
s i s t in g  o f  l iv e s to c k ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e q u ip m e n t  a n d  i t e m s  p r o b a b l y  in  s to r e .  T h e  r e m a i n d e r  
c a n  b e  f u r t h e r  s u b - d iv id e d  i n t o  f iv e  o n  th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m e  o r  
s im i la r  i te m s ;  th i s  p r o v i d e s  t h e  o n ly  e v id e n c e  f o r  p o s t u l a t i n g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  r o o m s  
in  th e  h o u s e .  C o m p a r i s o n  w i th  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  in v e n t o r y  o f  p r o p e r t y  a t  G r a n g e  F a r m  
s h o w s  C o c k e ’s p o s s e s s io n s  h a d  a  s t r o n g e r  e m p h a s i s  o n  h o u s e  f i t t in g s  a n d  i t e m s  o f  
c o m f o r t ,  le s s  o n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e  a n d  e q u ip m e n t .

T h e  l i n k  w i th  t h e  m e r c h a n t  c la s s  is  m a i n t a i n e d  in  1 6 3 5  w h e n  th e  t e n e m e n t  p a s s e d  
to  R o b e r t  C r i s s o p  a n d  h is  w ife  B a r b a r y .  I t  is  t h o u g h t  t h a t  th i s  is  t h e  s a m e  m a n  w h o  
in s t i g a te d  a  t u i t i o n  b o n d  o f  1 6 4 8 ,22 o b l ig in g  h is  w ife  B a r b a r a  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e i r  tw o  
s o n s .  C e r ta i n ly  B a r b a r a  w a s  w id o w e d  b y  1 6 4 6 , b u t  t h e n  s h e  m a r r i e d  a n o t h e r  N e w ­
c a s t le  m e r c h a n t ,  J a c o b  B le n k in s o p p e .  T h e s e  tw o  t h e n  m a d e  a n  a s s ig n m e n t  b o n d . t h a t  
e v e n tu a l ly  t r a n s f e r r e d  o n e  h a l f  o f  t h e  h o ld i n g  to  A n n  D a v i s o n  a n d  J a n e  C a r r e  in  
1 6 5 1 ,23 B o th  w e re  th e  w iv e s ,  o n c e  a g a in ,  o f  p r o m i n e n t  N e w c a s t l e  m e r c h a n t s .  T h r o u g h ­
o u t  th i s  p e r i o d ,  a n d  in  f a c t  r i g h t  u p  to  t h e  f r e e h o ld  s a le ,  t h e  r e s e r v e d  r e n t  r e m a in e d  
a  s t a t i c  a n d  n o m i n a l  s u m . T h e  r e a l  r e n t  w a s  n o w  p a i d  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  f in e ,  e i t h e r  
o n  e n t r y  o r  o n  th e  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  tw e n ty - o n e  y e a r  le a s e .

D u r i n g  th e  C o m m o n w e a l th  p e r i o d  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  p o s t - R e f o r m a t i o n  D e a n  a n d  
C h a p t e r  c e a s e d  to  e x is t ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  M o n k t o n  l a n d s  w e r e  s o ld .  R i c h a r d  S t o t t  
o f  L in c o l n ’s I n n ,  M id d le s e x ,  h a d  a g r e e d  to  b u y  o n e  h a l f  o f  t h e  B e d e  C o t t a g e  f a r m ,  
b u t  d e f a u l t e d  o n  th e  b a la n c e  o f  th e  p a y m e n t .  T h o m a s  D a v i s o n  t h e n  a c q u i r e d  th i s  
p o r t i o n  b y  “ b a r g a i n  a n d  s a l e ”  in  1 6 5 1 .24 A t  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n  t h e  D e a n  a n d  C h a p t e r  
w e re  r e - e s ta b l i s h e d  a n d  th e i r  l a n d  r e t u r n e d .  T h o s e  w h o  h a d  p r e v io u s ly  b o u g h t  
h o ld in g s  w e re  t o  b e  a c c o m m o d a te d  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s ib le  w i th i n  t h e  n e w  le a s e h o ld s .  T h e  
M o n k t o n  e n t r y  in  a  le a s e  r e n e w a ls  b o o k  r e f e r r in g  t o  th i s  p e r i o d  is  h e a d e d  b y  a  n o t e  
t h a t  s a y s ,  “ 5 f a r m s  . . .  g e n e r a l ly  £ 4 5  r e n e w e d  a t  £ 4 0 ” ; th i s  is  o b v io u s ly  r e c o r d in g  
a  r e v ie w e d  t a r i f f  o f  f in e . U n d e r s t a n d a b l y  th e  r e c o r d s  r e v e a l  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n f u s io n  
b e c a u s e  o f  th e  e n f o r c e d  b r e a k  in  c o n t i n u i t y ;  th e  t e n e m e n t  l i s t in g s  a t  M o n k t o n  a r e  
c o m p l ic a t e d  f u r t h e r  b y  th e  s u b d iv i s io n  o f  tw o  o f  t h e  f a r m s .

T h e  R e n e w a ls  B o o k s  a n d  th e  N o t i t i a , 25 w h ic h  r e c o r d  le a s e s  a n d  t h e i r  r e n e w a ls ,  
c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  l i s t  o f  t e n a n t s  a t  B e d e  C o t t a g e / M o n k t o n  F a r m  u n t i l  i t s  
f r e e h o ld  s a le  in  1 8 6 6 . A  f in e  o f  £ 1 0 0  o n  4  D e c e m b e r  1 6 6 0  is  th e  f i r s t  a g a i n s t  th e  
n a m e  o f  T h o m a s  D a v i s o n ,  b u t  t i n s  in c lu d e s  t h e  r e n t a l  o n  a n o t h e r  h a l f  t e n e m e n t  a t  
M o n k t o n  a n d ,  n o  d o u b t ,  c a l c u la t i o n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  l a n d s  t o  r e g u l a r  
le a s e h o ld .  D a v i s o n ’s l a t e r  f in e s  w e re  £ 6 0  f o r  h is  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  t e n e m e n ts .  S o n  o f  
a  s k i n n e r  a n d  g lo v e r  a l s o  n a m e d  T h o m a s ,  h e  h a d  r i s e n  f r o m  th e s e  r o o t s  t o  b e c o m e  
g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  M e r c h a n t s  C o m p a n y  a n d  f i r s t  a l d e r m a n ,  t h e n  m a y o r ,  o f  N e w c a s t le .



H is  e m in e n c e  h a d  b e e n  p a r t i a l l y  a c h ie v e d  b y  h is  c lo s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  C o c k e  
f a m i ly  w h o  l iv e d  a t  4 1 —3, T h e  S a n d h i l l ,  N e w c a s t le .  I n  1 6 2 0  h e  w a s  i n d e n t u r e d  to  
J o h n  C o c k  a s  b o o t h m a n 26 a n d  h e  l a t e r  m a r r i e d  A n n  C o c k e ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  R a l p h . 27

I t  is  p o s s ib le  t h a t  t h e  D a v i s o n s  l iv e d  a t  4 1 - 3 ,  T h e  S a n d h i l l ,  in  t h e  1 6 5 0 s , b u t  t o w a r d s  
t h e  e n d  o f  T h o m a s ’ l i fe  i t  is  m o r e  l ik e ly  t h a t  th e y  u s e d  a  h o u s e  in  N o r t o n ;  a  s e v e n  
h e a r t h  d w e l l in g  in  T h o m a s  D a v i s o n ’s n a m e  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  in  th e  h e a r t h  t a x .  
r e c o r d s .28 D a v i s o n  d ie d  in  1 6 7 6 , le a v in g  a  w il l29 t h a t  d e v is e d  a n  e x te n s iv e  l i s t  o f  
p r o p e r t y  a n d  l a n d s  in  N e w c a s t l e  a n d  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  D u r h a m  t o  h is  w ife , s o n s  a n d  
t h e  f e l lo w s h ip  o f  th e  M e r c h a n t  A d v e n tu r e r s .  L e g a c ie s  w e re  a l s o  le f t  t o  t h e  p o o r  o f  
t h e  p a r i s h e s  o f  N e w c a s t l e .  O b v io u s l y  h is  h o ld i n g  a t  M o n k t o n ,  t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  w h ic h  
w e r e  n o w  e n jo y e d  b y  h is  w id o w  a l t h o u g h  th e  t e n a n c y  p a s s e d  to  h is  s o n  T h o m a s ,  
w a s  o n ly  a  m o d e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e s t a te ,  a n d  p r e s u m a b ly  n e v e r  in t e n d e d  
f o r  h is  o w n  o c c u p a t i o n .

N o n e th e l e s s ,  t h e  h a l f  f a r m h o l d  t h a t  S t o t t  h a d  b o u g h t  in  1651 w a s  “ to  b e  w o r t h  
£ 1 6  10s a  y e a r  m o r e  a f t e r  i m p r o v e m e n t ” .30 W h e t h e r  th i s  p a r t  o f  th e  t e n e m e n t  i n ­
c lu d e d  B e d e  C o t t a g e  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  “ im p r o v e m e n t”  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  b u i l d ­
in g  is  im p o s s ib le  t o  s a y ,  b u t  i t  m a y  b e  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c h a n g e s  n o t e d  a b o v e .  O n  
t h e  1 M a y  1 6 5 9 , D a v i s o n  h a d  le a s e d  th e  f a r m h o ld  to  R o b e r t  S o f t l e y ,31 a  y e o m a n  
o f  M o n k t o n ,  f o r  a  t e r m  o f  s ix  y e a r s  a t  a  r e n t  o f  £ 4 5 ; t h e  s u r v iv a l  o f  a  f u r t h e r  le a s e  
o f  1 6 8 3  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  S o f t le y  w a s  t h e  s u b t e n a n t  f a r m e r  f o r  th e  w h o le  o f  th i s  i n t e r ­
v e n in g  p e r i o d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  h e a r t h  t a x  r e c o r d s  o f  1 6 6 5 , s h o w in g  h im  t o  b e  th e  
o c c u p a n t  o f  a n  a b o v e  a v e r a g e  f o u r  h e a r t h  h o u s e ,  d o  n o t  l i s t  h is  n a m e  in  1 6 6 6  o r  
1 6 7 4 . T h e r e  is  e n o u g h  i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  in  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  t o  s u p p o r t  th e i r  a c c u r a t e  
r e c o r d i n g  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h e  l a r g e r  h o u s e s ,  s o  p e r h a p s  a n  “ im p r o v e d ”  B e d e  C o t t a g e  w a s  
n o w  b e in g  o c c u p ie d  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  m a r k e d  “ g e n t”  in  t h e  l is ts .

A n  a s s ig n m e n t  m a d e  b y  T h o m a s  D a v i s o n  t o  R a l p h  D a v i s o n  e s q . o f  .L a t o n ,  
D u r h a m , 32 c o n f i r m s  t h a t  h is  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  te n e m e n ts  w e re  t o  b e n e f i t  f i r s t  h is  w ife , 
t h e n  a f t e r  h e r  d e a t h  h is  s o n ,  T h o m a s  D a v i s o n  th e  y o u n g e r .  T h e  l a t t e r  is  r e c o r d e d  
in  t h e  A lu m n i C a n ta b r ig ie n se s33 a n d  w a s  a  w e l l - k n o w n  v ic a r  o f  N o r t o n .  T h e  16 8 3  
le a s e  s u b - l e t t i n g  th e  t e n e m e n t  t o  S o f t le y  h a s  a l t e r a t i o n s  t h a t  m a k e  t h e  d e e d  r e a d  a s  
a  d r a f t  f o r  a  s im i la r  d o c u m e n t  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  t e n e m e n t  t o  R o b e r t  G ib s o n  o f  L o w  
H e b b u r n  in  F e b r u a r y  1 6 9 3 . I n  f a c t ,  i t  p a s s e d  in  1 6 9 6  to  R i c h a r d  F o r s t e r  w h o ,  a t  
t h a t  t im e ,  a l s o  h a d  a  h a l f  t e n e m e n t  a t  H e d w o r t h ,  th e  n e i g h b o u r in g  to w n s h i p .  T h e r e  
m a y  b e  a  c o n n e c t io n  h e r e  w i th  W i l l i a m  F o r s t e r ,  o n c e  o f  H e d w o r t h ,  t h e n  l a t e r  o f  
M o n k t o n ,  w h o  w a s  t h e  s u b t e n a n t  o f  D a v i s o n ’s h a l f  t e n e m e n t  in  M o n k t o n . 34 N o  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h o u g h  h a s  y e t  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d .

I n  1 7 0 3  t h e  le a s e  o n  t h e  B e d e  C o t t a g e  f a r m  w a s  in  th e  n a m e  o f  M a r g e r y  F o r s t e r ,  
w id o w ,  a n d  h e r  s o n  R i c h a r d .  S o  b y  t h e n  th e  t e n a n t  n a m e d  in  1 6 9 6  ( M a r g e r y ’s  la t e  
h u s b a n d ? )  m a y  w e ll  h a v e  b e e n  d e a d .  T h e  le a s e  w a s  r e n e w e d  in  1 7 0 7  in  R i c h a r d ’s 
n a m e  o n ly ,  a n d  h e  a d d e d  T h o m a s  D a v i s o n ’s o ld  h a l f  t e n e m e n t  i n  M o n k t o n  t o  h is  
l a n d  in  1 7 1 0 . T h i s  R i c h a r d  F o r s t e r  l a t e r  s e t t l e d  in  W h i t b u r n ,  p e r h a p s  a s  th e  r e s u l t  
o f  m a r r y i n g  a  lo c a l  g i r l ;  t h e  p a r i s h  r e c o r d s  n o t e  a  m a r r i a g e  b e tw e e n  R i c h a r d  F o r s t e r  
a n d  S a r a h  T a y l o r  in  1 7 0 7 .35 A m o n g s t  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  w a s  a n o t h e r  R ic h a r d ,  w h o  s u c ­
c e e d e d  t h e m  a t  M o n k t o n ;  f a t h e r  a n d  s o n  w e re  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  “ t h e  e ld e r ”  a n d  “ th e



y o u n g e r ”  w h ile  th e y  w o r k e d  th e  f a r m  to g e t h e r .  T h e  le a s e s  o f  1 7 3 5  a n d  1 7 4 2  n a m e  
“ R i c h a r d  F o r s t e r  t h e  y o u n g e r  a n d  s o n ” ; t h e  s o n  a n d  f u t u r e  t e n e m e n t  h o l d e r  w a s  
p r o b a b l y  t h e  f o u r t h  R i c h a r d  F o r s t e r  t o  f a r m  th e r e .

B y  1 7 4 8  R i c h a r d  F o r s t e r  t h e  y o u n g e r  w a s  d e a d ,  h i s  w i l l36 l i s t s  b e q u e s t s  t o  h is  
m o t h e r  S a r a h ,  h is  w ife  A n n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  R a l p h ,  R i c h a r d ,  W i l l i a m  a n d  E le a n o r .  
D e s p i t e  h is  e a r ly  d e a t h  ( a t  l e a s t  tw o  o f  h is  c h i ld r e n  w e re  s t i l l  i n  t h e i r  m i n o r i t y )  h e  
h a d  o b v io u s ly  a c q u i r e d  c o n s id e r a b l e  w e a l th  f o r  t h e  s o n  o f  a  y e o m a n .  H e  h a d  
p r o p e r t y  a t  M o n k t o n , '  C le a d o n  a n d . W h i t b u r n  a n d  s i lv e r  t a n k a r d s  w e r e  n a m e d  
a m o n g s t  p e r s o n a l  i t e m s  in  h is  w ill .  H e  t i t l e d  h im s e l f  “ g e n t l e m a n ” , w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  b e a r i n g  o f  a r m s  in  a n  1 8 th  c e n tu r y  c o n t e x t .  T h o s e  d i s p la y e d  a t  
M o n k t o n  F a r m  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h a t  s t a tu s ,  t h e  h e lm e t  a b o v e  th e  s h ie ld  is  s h o w n  
in  p r o f i le  w i th  c lo s e d  v is o r .  B u t  t h e  c o a t  o f  a r m s ,  th r e e  c o c k s  w i th  a  c e n t r a l  r o u n d e l ,  
a n d  a n o t h e r  c o c k  a s  c r e s t ,  a r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  th o s e  o f  t h e  C o c k e  f a m i ly  o f  N e w c a s t l e .37 
W h e n ,  o n  th e  d e a t h  o f  R i c h a r d  F o r s t e r  t h e  y o u n g e r ,  h i s  s o n  in h e r i t e d  t h e  t e n a n c y ,  
h e ,  l ik e  h is  g r a n d f a t h e r  w a s  t i t l e d . “ y e o m a n ” ; a s  h e  is  a l s o  n a m e d  o n  t h e  1 7 3 5  le a s e ,  
th e  1 7 4 0  d a t e  in s c r ib e d  o n  th e  s to n e  is  u n l ik e ly  t o  c e le b r a t e  h is  p a r e n t ’s m a r r i a g e .

O n  t u r n i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  l a n d ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ts  t o  n o te .  
E a c h  t e n e m e n t  h a d  a  h o ld i n g  w i th in  t h e  to w n  f ie ld s  p lu s  p a s t u r e  r i g h t s  a t  S im o n s id e  
s h a r e d  w i th  n e a r b y  to w n s h ip s .  E n c lo s u r e  o f  t h e  M o n k t o n  f ie ld s ,  p o s s ib ly  e a r ly  in  
th e  1 7 th  c e n tu r y ,  le f t  tw o  s m a l l  p ie c e s  o f  l a n d  h e ld  in  c o m m o n ;  th e  t e r r i e r  o f  1 7 8 3  
r e c o r d s  h o w  th e s e  w e re  u s e d  b y  e a c h  t e n e m e n t  in  t u r n ,  o n  a  t e n  y e a r  r o t a .  I n  1 7 2 0  
t h e  fe ll l a n d  to  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t  o f  t h e  v i l la g e  w a s  e n c lo s e d ;38 th i s  a d d e d  th i r t y - s e v e n  
a c r e s  t o  F o r s t e r ’s e a r l i e r  a l l o t m e n t  o f  e ig h ty  a c r e s .  I n  1 7 3 9  t h e  l a n d  a t  S im o n s id e  
s t i l l  l a y  o p e n ,  a  p e t i t i o n  b y  th e  t e n a n t s  o f  M o n k t o n  t o  t h e  D e a n  a n d  C h a p t e r  d e s c r ib e d  
h o w  o v e r g r o w n  i t  h a d  b e c o m e  a n d  b e g g e d  f o r  i t s  d iv i s i o n .39 F o r s t e r  h o w e v e r ,  s t i l l  
h a d  th e  u s e  o f  a n o t h e r  h a l f  t e n e m e n t  u n t i l  c. 1 7 6 0 , a n d  th i s  a d d e d  a  f u r t h e r  f o r ty - t h r e e  
a c r e s  o n  th e  s o u t h - e a s t  s id e  o f  t h e  v i l la g e .

T h e  l a s t  R ic h a r d  F o r s t e r  a l i e n a t e d  h is  te n a n c y  in  1 7 7 9  t o  A n n e  K e n t ,  a  w id o w  
f r o m  W e s t  A u c k la n d .  B y  th e  e n d  o f  th e  c e n tu r y  t h o u g h  th e  t e n a n t  a n d  o c c u p ie r  w a s  
W i l l i a m  W h i t e h e a d .  H is  t e r m  is  m a r k e d  b y  th e  f e a r  o f  e v e n ts  in  F r a n c e .  A  c e n s u s  
t a k e n  in  1 7 9 6  s h o w e d  d e ta i l s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e  a n d  a p p u r t e n a n c e s  w i th i n  t e n  
m i le s  o f  t h e  c o a s t l i n e :40 in  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  t h r e a t  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  s e a ,  th e s e  w o u ld  
b e  q u ic k ly  w i th d r a w n  f r o m  th e  r a n g e  o f  th e  e n e m y .  A t  th i s  t im e  W h i t e h e a d  
p o s s e s s e d  9 h o r s e s ,  8 c o w s ,  10 p ig s ,  140  a c r e s  o f  w h e a t ,  2 4 0  a c r e s  o f  o a t s  a n d  50  
a c r e s  o f  b e a n s .  H e  a ls o  h a d  14  t o n s  o f  h a y ,  2  c a r t s  a n d  2  s e r v a n t s  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  
m o u n t e d  o n  h o r s e b a c k .  T h e  le v e l o f  f in e s  w h ic h  u n t i l  n o w  h a d  b e e n  r i s in g  o n ly  
s lo w ly , s u d d e n t ly  t o o k  a  s h a r p  r is e .  B e tw e e n  1 8 0 5  a n d  1 8 1 2  th e  s u m  t r i p l e d  f r o m  
£ 1 2 7  t o  £ 3 7 2 , m o r e  t h a n  re f le c t in g  a n  in c r e a s e d  l a n d  v a l u a t i o n  f r o m  £ 1 5 2  t o  £ 2 5 0 .

A f t e r  th i s  th e r e  w a s  a  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  a n d  W h i t e h e a d  w a s  s u c c e e d e d  f i r s t  b y  C u t h b e r t  
E l l i s o n  e s q . o f  H e b b u r n  H a l l ,  a n d  th e n  b y  G e o r g e  G r e e n w e l l  R u s s e l l .  A  s m a l l  p l o t  
o f  l a n d  w i th  c o t t a g e s  in  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  v i l la g e ,  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e n e m e n t  
h o ld i n g  s in c e  a t  l e a s t  1 7 8 3 , w a s  n o w  s o ld  o f f 41 A n d  in  t h e  1 8 3 0 s , t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  
S im o n s id e  l a n d  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  h o ld i n g  w a s  d e t a c h e d  a n d  le a s e d  s e p a r a t e l y 42 
W h e r e a s  D e a n  a n d  C h a p t e r  r e c o r d s  a r e  u s u a l ly  o n ly  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  t h e  t e n a n t



l e a s in g  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  th e m ,  t h e  t i t h e  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o f  1 8 3 8  r e c o r d s  t h e  o c c u p ie r  o f  
t h e  l a n d  a n d  w h o m  th e y  h e ld  f r o m .  R u s s e l l  o c c u p ie d  th e  B e d e  C o t t a g e / M o n k t o n  
F a r m  te n e m e n t ,  b u t  h e  a l s o  p o s s e s s e d  tw e n ty  a c r e s  o f  f ie ld s  h e ld  f r o m  th r e e  t r u s te e s ,  
a n d  a  s ix  a c r e  f ie ld  h e ld  f r o m  C u t h b e r t  E l l i s o n  e s q . R u s s e l l  w a s  n o t  r e s id e n t  i n  M o n k ­
t o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  l iv in g  f i r s t  a t  W i l l i n g to n ,  t h e n  N e w c a s t l e  a n d  f in a l ly  a t  T y n e m o u t h .43

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s 44 a l l o w  a  g l im p s e  o f  t h e  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  
f a r m ,  i n  t h e  w id e r  c o n t e x t  o f  w h a t  w a s  s t i l l  p r i m a r i l y  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i ty .  
A l l  t h e  f a r m s  h a d  s e r v a n t s ,  b o t h  d o m e s t i c  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l ;  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  M o n k t o n  
F a r m  th e r e  w o u ld  a l s o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  e q u iv a l e n t  o f  a  s u b t e n a n t  f a r m in g  f a m ily  in  
r e s id e n c e .  T h e r e  is  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  p r e s e n c e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
t o w n s h i p ,  m o s t  o f  w h o m  w o u ld  h a v e  l iv e d  w i th  t h e i r  f a m il ie s  in  v e r y  m o d e s t  
c o t t a g e s .  I n  1841  t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  f a r m s  w h ic h  a l l  h a v e  b e tw e e n  th r e e  a n d  fiv e  s e r v a n t s  
o n  t h e  p r e m is e s ;  th i s  n u m b e r  g r a d u a l l y  d e c l in e d  s o  t h a t  b y  1881 th e r e  w a s  o n ly  a  
s in g le  s e r v a n t  o n  e a c h  f a r m .

I n  1 8 4 9  R u s s e l l  s u b - le t  t o  E d w a r d  a n d  A n t h o n y  H a l l  w h o  w e r e  a l r e a d y  f a r m in g  
a t  J a r r o w .  T h e y  w e re  f o l lo w e d  b y  J o s e p h  J e w i t t  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  in  1881  H e n r y  
W o o d g a t e ,  a  n a t i v e  o f  N o r f o l k ,  t o o k  o v e r ;  h e  e m p lo y e d  a n o t h e r  N o r f o l k  m a n  a s  
s e r v a n t .  T h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  l a t e r  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  n a m e  t h e  in d i v id u a l  f a r m s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e ,45 a n d  a l l  t h r e e  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s id e  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p  h a d  t h e  t i t l e  o f  M o n k t o n  
F a r m  a t  s o m e  t im e  o r  o th e r .  I n  t h e  m id d le  o f  th e  c e n tu r y  t h e  D e a n  a n d  C h a p t e r  
s t a r t e d  s e l l in g  i t s  l a n d  t h r o u g h  th e  in t e r m e d ia r y  C h u r c h  C o m m is s io n e r s .  M o n k t o n  
F a r m  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t ly  s o ld  in  1 8 6 6  a t  a  f r e e h o ld  p r i c e  o f  £ 3 ,3 0 0 .46

T h e  p u r c h a s e r  w a s  J o h n  A n t h o n y  W o o d s  o f  B e n to n  H a l l .  H e  h a d  f o l lo w e d  th e  
p a t h  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  a s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  m e r c h a n t  a n d  b a n k e r . 47 “ W o o d s  &  C o . ” , b a s e d  
o r i g in a l ly  a t  2 , M o s le y  S t . ,  N e w c a s t l e ,  e x p a n d e d  to  h a v e  b r a n c h e s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
N o r t h - E a s t  b y  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  1 8 7 0 s . W o o d s ’ e a r ly  in v o lv e m e n t  w i th  th e  t i m b e r  
m e r c h a n t s ,  “ A . H o o d  &  C o . ” , g a v e  w a y  e v e n tu a l ly  t o  a n  i n t e r e s t  w i th  t h e  “ M id d le  
D o c k  C o . ” . T h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  M o n k t o n  F a r m  t h e n  p a s s e d  t o  L o r d  N o r t h b o u r n e . 48 
W a l t e r  C h a r l e s  J a m e s  w a s  c r e a t e d  B a r o n  N o r t h b o u r n e  o f  B e t t e s h a n g e r  c o .  K e n t  a n d  
o f  J a r r o w  G r a n g e  c o .  p a l a t i n e  o f  D u r h a m  o n  5 N o v e m b e r  1 8 8 4 , h a v in g  m a r r i e d  S a r a h  
C a r o l i n e ,  f i f th  d a u g h t e r  a n d  c o h e i r  o f  C u t h b e r t  E l l i s o n  o n  17 A p r i l  18 4 1 . I n  18 8 3  
t h e  f a m i ly  e s t a t e s  r e c e iv e d  a  r e n t a l  o f  £ 2 5 ,0 0 0  in  D u r h a m  m a d e  u p  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
w h e r e  h e  w a s  t h e  g r o u n d  l a n d l o r d . 49

I n  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y  a  s la g  h e a p  b e lo n g in g  to  t h e  J a r r o w  S te e l 
W o r k s  b e g a n  t o  m a k e  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  o n  t r a d i t i o n a l  M o n k t o n  F a r m  l a n d . 50 A t  th e  
s a m e  t im e  h o ld i n g s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  to w n s h i p  f a r m s  b e g a n  t o  c h a n g e .  H ig h  F a r m  h a d  
c. 2 5 0  a c r e s  in  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y ,  b u t  o n ly  h a l f  o f  t h a t  a t  th e  
e n d  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y ;  b y  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  S o u t h  E a s t  F a r m  h a d  2 2 7  
a c r e s ,  c o m p a r e d  w i th  113  a c r e s  t h i r t y  y e a r s  e a r l ie r .  A t  M o n k t o n  F a r m ,  H e n r y  
W o o d g a t e  w a s  f a r m in g  105  a c r e s  i n  1 8 8 1 , b u t  b y  1 9 1 0  R o b e r t  S e y m o u r  h a d  b e e n  
r e d u c e d  t o  51 a c r e s .51 I n  b e tw e e n  M a g n u s  M i l l e r  h a d  b e e n  t i t l e d  “ d a i r y m a n ”  r a t h e r  
t h a n  f a r m e r .  H o u s i n g  d e v e lo p m e n t  s t a r t e d  in  t h e  i n t e r - w a r  p e r i o d  t o  t h e  s o u t h - e a s t  
o f  t h e  to w n s h i p ,  a n d  l a t e r  e x p a n s i o n  o n  l a n d  in ,  a n d  im m e d ia te ly  a r o u n d  th e  v il la g e , 
f in a l ly  k i l le d  o f f  t h e  f a r m s  a s  f u n c t i o n i n g  c o n c e r n s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  C o n s e r v a t io n  A r e a



status has brought a halt to the unnecessary demolition of buildings, and careful 
restoration by considerate owners has given them new life in a changing landscape.

DISCUSSION

There is no direct link between the surviving buildings and the documentary sources. 
No reference has yet been located indicating the quality of habitation at any time, 
nor any account describing alterations, additions or renovations. Nonetheless, the 
structural and written evidence are at least complementary. From Thomas Cocke 
in the 17th century to John Woods in the 19th century the property was in the hands 
of local men of high standing. Some like Richard Forster, William Whitehead and 
George Russell were prosperous farmers who were tenant-occupiers; others like 
Thomas Davison and Cuthbert Ellison were men of higher status who acquired the 
holding as part of a larger estate.

In the century after 1660, lessees on church property invariably had a good deal;52 
the level of fines was usually below the figure that represented their full economic 
value. The church found it difficult either to raise their fining rates, or to increase 
their valuations upon which calculations for fines were based. Leading gentry families 
and prominent local merchants were keen to take advantage of this imbalance, and 
were unlikely to yield to pressure by the dean and his canons. The incidence of such 
prominent persons in this list of tenants then is not surprising. Once acquired by 
a Newcastle merchant in the 1620s, the property was passed on to others in agree­
ments and deals that must have been typical of their activities in the 17th century.

The architecture incorporated into Bede Cottage, however, would have been added 
to enhance the status of the occupier, not the tenant. As it is unlikely that the Davisons 
would have used it personally, and Robert Softley, the tenant occupier is only 
described as a yeoman, this presents a problem. A clue may be gained from the 
inventory of Thomas Cocke. His goods at the farm suggests that he did use it; and 
articles like muskets with bandeliers and rest, comfortable sounding beds and chairs, 
together with cushions and carpets, do not read like the contents of a typical 17th 
century northern farmhouse.

Perhaps this particular building was something a little different, a merchant’s 
country retreat. Was this why Richard Stott of Middlesex was interested in buying 
part of the tenement? Or why Robert Softley does not appear to occupy it after 1665? 
If the building was used personally by a Newcastle merchant in the first half of the 
17th century,, it. seems reasonable to suggest it may have been “improved” and used 
by a “gentleman” in the second half. There would then be a correlation between 
the status of the occupant and the architectural embellishment of the building.

Monkton Farm though can be seen in a slightly different light. Little information 
has yet been found on Richard Forster; in particular his pedigree and coat of arms 
seem to be notably absent from books on local heraldry. Although he was from 
humble roots he was obviously fairly successful. As a member of the “nouveau riche”, 
he lavished some of his wealth on a new large house in the current architectural 
style. But perhaps his origins proved too big a barrier to a comparable degree of



social acceptance. It is difficult to speculate further without more knowledge of the 
man and his circumstances, but the carving of his initials beside the full Cocke coat 
of arms, behaviour against all normal convention, hints at social status not fully 
founded.
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