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1. Cheviot Walk Wood, Eglingham, Northumberland
A t  t h e  western end of the village of Eglingham the B6346 to Chatton climbs over 
the northernmost spur of the Beanley Ridge. On the southern side of the road 
where it reaches the crest, a conspicuous glacial mound rises abruptly from the 
ridge to a height of 143 m OD, and is today enveloped by a mature beech wood 
(NU 10161960). Though overshadowed to the north by the Bewick Ridge, the 
mound offers an excellent outlook over most of the Hedgeley Basin to the north
west, and much of the valley of the Eglingham Burn to the east down to its 
confluence with the River Ain.

Sometime before 1857 a pit was cut through the centre of the mound and a bald 
record made of a stone cist being found. More consistent with the spirit of the 
venture is the report of finding numerous silver coins, some of which were 
subsequently turned into articles of plate. The whereabouts of both plate and any 
intact coins is now unknown, leaving the date of this deposit a mystery (Wilson, E. 
J., 1886,21,23; O.S. Record Card NU11NW1). In January 1984 high winds felled 
one of the three beech trees on the mound and it was the discovery by the first 
named writer of a small stone cist, cremation deposit and Food Vessel amongst its 
roots that prompted the excavation in advance of replanting.

The mound and its kerbs (Fig. 1)
The mound is made up of laminated bands of glacial sand and gravel, but modified by 
the addition of two concentric stone kerbs giving it a stepped profile. The outer kerb 
14 m in diameter consists of large boulders and small stones, probably from field 
clearance. It is contained amongst a brown soil that directly overlies the natural glacial 
surface. Fragments of medieval pottery from this layer indicate the relatively recent 
nature of the kerb, which can hardly post-date the landscaping around Eglingham Hall 
in the early 1700s, and of which this wood forms part. The inner kerb was only 
observed on the western half of the mound, and with a projected diameter of 10 m 
comprised of a loose rickle of smaller stones within the same brown soil as the outer 
kerb. Above this brown soil lay a rich brown humus and mulch.

The mound was excavated by hand with all burials showing as intrusions in the 
glacial sand and gravel. Much of the glacial sand and gravel was also excavated to a 
depth of 1-5 m in order to establish its natural origin beyond doubt.
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The early 19th-century trench, 3-25 m in length, 1-3 m in width, and 1*6 m in 
depth was filled with densely packed stones, not all of which could have been 
derived from the glacial mound. Beneath the stones, and resting upon the floor of 
the trench near its eastern end, was part of a Food Vessel, seemingly discarded by 
the earlier excavators before backfilling. On the north side of the main 19th-century 
trench lay the stone cist mentioned by Wilson (pp. cit.), burial 1. .

Burial 1 Fig. 1.1
Cist discovered and rifled in the 19th century, and with western, southern, and 
capping flags removed but subsequently redeposited. Only a thin band of sand 
containing a small quantity of fragmentary inhumation remained upon the 
compacted sand and pebble floor. As the 19th-century account notes that only a 
single cist was found, and as no slabstones of sufficient size to justify presuming a 
second cist were found among the backfill to the larger pit, it is suggested that the 
vessel PI originally formed a part of this deposition. This dst cut burial 7.

Food Vessel Fig. 2.2
Height 98 mm, rim diameter 148 mm, thickness 9 mm.

Bowl with steep internal and external rim bevels, narrow neck above a high 
shoulder, and four bulbous foot protrusions. The internal bevel carries a stabbed 
herring-bone motif, the outer bevel a line of oblique stabs above a line of circular 
impressions around the neck. Below this, horizontal bands of oblique maggot 
impressions extend to near the base where scored lines accentuate the feet.

The fabric has a reddish brown exterior, black core with some small grits and a 
grey to black interior surface. Redeposited within the 19th-century pit.

Burial 2 Fig. 1.2
Burial 2 was discovered as a cist burial held fast amongst the roots of a fallen tree. 
Only the capstone and a few support stones that indicated a circular airangement 
remained. This together with an absence of side-slabs suggests that the burial had 
lain in a pit cut into the natural surface with a covers tone above. The cremation 
deposit representing a young adolescent was recovered intact from the roots; an 
accompanying Food Vessel had, however, fallen to the ground in fragments.

Skeletal material
The material consisted of a brown loamy soil with cremated bone fragments 
infiltrated by roots. After cleaning and separating the bony content weighed 500 
grams when dry. Though fragmented and thoroughly cremated several identifiable 
features remained, the most important being a pair of the petrous part of the 
temporal bones. These were fragments representing cranium, vertebrae, ribs, long- 
bones and two phalanges. The only tooth fragments were three rather unhelpful 
roots. There was no evidence of more than one individual who was of rather slight 
build, and may have been a young adolescent to judge by the rather light weight of 
skull fragments and some suture lines. There was no extraneous material.



Fig. 2. Food Vessels from Cheviot Walk Wood, Eglingham.
Drawn by Maria Fox and Francis Martin.

Food Vessel Fig. 2.3
Height 115 mm, rim diameter 150 mm, thickness 15 mm.

Bipartite vessel with shoulder cavetto and four unperforated stops. The internal 
bevel is decorated with lines of cord-impressed herringbone motif, and the outer 
bevel with close-set short vertical cord impressions. Below five encircling lines of



twisted cord-impression the vessel is decorated down to its base with horizontal 
cord-impressed herringbone motifs.

The fabric has a buff reddish-brown exterior, a black core with some small grits, 
and a rather rough greyish brown interior. The vessel was fragmentary when 
discovered.

Burial 3
Unenclosed cremation deposit which Underlay the fallen tree roots and to the east 
of burial 2. It was only excavated from beneath the tree with difficulty, and 
although it lay contiguous to burial 2, its precise relationship is undetermined. The 
deposit lay in a hollow within the glacial sand and gravel. No capping stone was 
noted although the extensive rooting above it contained stones of sufficient size to 
serve this purpose. A single waste flint flake accompanied the cremation.

Skeletal material
The material consisted of 640 grams of washed and dried cremated bone 
representing a single individual. Identifiable fragments included one petrous part of 
the temporal bone, a malar process, fragments of the alveolus of the mandible, a 
mandibular condyle, and several parts of skull vault. These were not notably robust 
and probably came from an individual who was not heavily built, but who was over 
the age of 20 years as one of the six tooth fragments was the fused and complete 
root of a maxillary third molar.

Burial 4 Fig. 1.3
Cist burial lying just to the south-east of the highest part of the mound and with its 
long axis orientated east north-east to south south-west. Beneath its roughly 
rectangular sandstone capstone seven upright flags formed the side and end walls. 
These were set within a hollow a little over 1 m in length and 0-8 m in width. Single 
sandstone uprights formed the sides, and the western end was shuttered with two 
overlapping slabs. At the eastern end two slabs were set as a gable, but with a single 
large upright across the interior to form a subsidiary compartment. The eastern end 
of the cist was riddled with large tree roots and the cist packing contained fragments 
of cremated bone. The base of the cist consisted of small flagstones set upon the 
natural surface and upon which lay cremated fragments of bone. The cist had 
clearly filled with water in the past, and the cremated remains were washed down 
onto the lower flags and the interstices. The material was thus well mixed when 
excavated. At the south-east comer of the cist lay the very fragmentary remains of 
a small Food Vessel.

It is possible that in the construction of this cist an earlier cremation deposit was 
cut into. However the small amount of cremated bone found only within the cist 
packing fill outside the eastern slabs may equally have been carried out along 
burrows. Certainly the cremated remains on the cist-floor represented the 
deposition of more than one individual.



Bone material from within the cist
When taken together all the bone deposits from within this cist weighed 
approximately 550 grams. Among the fragments there were identified the petrous 
part of two temporal bones, some skull vault, a mandibular condyle, phalanges and 
tooth fragments. The indications were of a child of 3-6 years. Also there were 
pieces of long bones; a vertebra, rib and several pieces of skull cap with sutural 
margins. Together they suggested the presence of a mature adult of perhaps 30-40 
years. A peculiarity of these latter pieces was that they had not the white calcined 
appearance usual in cremated bone, but were black and charred. Perhaps, like 
wood, they had been burnt in the absence of oxygen.

Behind the slab at the east end of the cist
There were only 50 grams of bone in this deposit. There were no pieces that were 
identifiable except a fragment of rib and a tiny piece of tooth root.

Outside the cist at the east end
This collection of cremated bone weighed only 55 grams and there were identifiable 
fragments of human material which included parts of two cervical vertebrae and a 
further piece which may be thoracic. Also there were a few fragments of skull vault 
which were rather thin and had a suture. It seems likely that this was the cremated 
remains of a young child but not an infant.

Food Vessel Fig. 2.4
Height 125 mm, rim diameter 145 mm, thickness 10 mm.

Bipartite vessel with shoulder groove. The internal rim bevel is decorated with 
maggots which on the external bevel are set obliquely to one another. From bevel 
to base the vessel is covered with horizontal maggots.

Extremely friable and fragmentary when discovered, and the original reddish/ 
brown exterior now darkened by the use of PVA preservative. Discovered at south 
east corner of cist.

Burial 5 Fig. 1.4
Small cist lying just within the inner kerb on the eastern side of the mound, and 
formed of four split sandstone slabs. Smaller stones evened the height of the side 
walls to carry the single capstone. The capstone had slipped off one side-slab and a 
sandy fill covered the cremated remains of a young adult and infant lying on the 
natural surface. A flint knife lay among the remains near the base of the western 
side-slab.

Flint Knife Fig. 3.1
Burnt flint knife with no working of the underface.

Skeletal remains
After washing, drying and sorting the bone fragments and charcoal from sand and



gravel, the cremated remains weighed 1350 grams. This is an underestimate as much 
of the material was in tiny fragments under 1 centimetre. It became evident that the 
remains were from two individuals, as follows:

Adult All parts of the skeleton were represented, and recognisable bony fragments 
included a pair of the petrous part of the temporal bone, an odontoid process of the 
second vertebra, a pair of the articular part of the head of radius, several vertebrae, 
phalanges, fragments of skull vault with very marked sutural margins, the inner plate 
of the central part of the mandible with tooth sockets and about 20 teeth in whole or 
part. It was evident that this was a young adult who was not heavily built.

Child Skeletal fragments of an infant were recognised. They included several 
parts of immature vertebrae, ribs and parts of the facial skeleton, in particular the 
two temporal bones and parts of the jaws with cavities for the tooth germs. There 
were two small tooth fragments which may belong here. The infant died at birth or 
soon after.,

Burial 6
Cremated remains of a young child contained within an inverted Food Vessel and 
set within a hollow on the western slope of the mound. Amongst the cremated 
remains was a damaged barbed and tanged arrowhead.

Skeletal Material
The contents of the Food Vessel were found to be intact and held together by a 
continuous felt of fine roots, probably bracken which had invaded the vessel. This 
“package” was carefully dissected and found to contain a cremation and a flint 
arrowhead. These were in the upper part of the vessel, the rest being filled with soil 
and gravel. The cremation weighed 70 grams and was that of a young child. The 
bone fragments were very fragile and fragmented but included one petrous part of 
the temporal bone, several thin skull pieces and some tooth germs. These were 
identified as a first permanent maxillary molar crown and the incisal half of a 
mandibular incisor and canine. The stage of development of these indicated the age 
of 2-3 years for this child.

Flint Arrowhead Fig. 3.2
Barbed and tanged arrowhead contained within the Food Vessel. It was burnt and 
the detail was damaged; in addition both barbs and tangs are missing.

Food Vessel Fig. 2.5
Height 138 mm, rim diameter 150 mm, thickness 8 mm.

Tripartite Vessel with rim bevel, neck cavetto zones and body decorated with 
chevron motifs. Apart from the lower body where these are scored, the rest is 
executed in twisted cord impressions. A single line of twisted cord encircles the 
base of the inner rim bevel.

In reddish brown fabric with a black core containing some grits, and grey/black 
inner surface.



Burial 7 consisted of the cremated remains of an adult below middle age 
accompanied by a Food Vessel, and deposited in a pit without a cist. This interment 
lay adjacent to the south-east corner of Burial 1 and had been largely cut into by its 
construction. Although the greater concentration of cremated remains was found 
beside the broken fragments of Food Vessel in its own pit, some were returned 
mixed with the packing soil of the subsequent cist burial.
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Fig. 3. Flint, Cheviot Walk Wood, Eglingham.
1. burial 5; 2. burial 6; 3. from topsoil.

Skeletal remains
Cremated bone fragments weighing 165 grams. Recognizable pieces included two 
phalanges, a fragment of skull vault with sutural margin, two portions of the tooth- 
bearing area of the mandible, with internal plate and the half tooth sockets, and a 
small amount of bone containing a tooth socket and part of one tooth root. These 
indicate an adult below middle age.



Food Vessel Fig. 2.1
Height 115 mm, rim diameter 167 mm, thickness 12 mm.

Bowl with convex neck and slight shoulder. The internal rim bevel carries a line 
of oval stabs; on the body down to the shoulder these are set vertical but below the 
shoulder they are arranged obliquely.

The fabric has a red/brown exterior, a grey to black core with some grits, and a 
grey to black interior surface. In fragments when discovered, and crushed by the 
construction of burial 1.

Flints from the brown soil overlying the natural sand and gravels
1. Fine small barbed and tanged arrowhead in high quality, toffee-brown flint. 

Both surfaces were not quite completely flat flaked. Fig. 3.3.
2. Struck flake of speckled light grey flint with minor retouch along part of one 

margin.
3. Small struck flake of good brown flint.
4. A roughly broken fragment of light grey flint.
5. A fragment of dark brown flint with some bruising of the margins. Possibly part 

of a core scraper and possibly mesolithic in date.
CHEVIOT WALK W OOD, EGLINGHAM. SUMMARY TABLE

Infant Child Adolescent
Young
Adult

Mature
Adult Cist Associations

Burial 1 ------ unknown — ------ >/ Food Vessel
Burial 2 ------ — ? / — ------ ✓ Food Vessel
Burial 3 ------

V -
------ — Single flint flake

Burial 4 ------ — \ / V' Food Vessel
Burial 5 —  — v/ ------ V Flint knife
Burial 6 ------  ------ — ------ — Food Vessel, B & T arrow 

head
Burial 7 — --  --- v' --- — Food Vessel

2. Pace Hill, near Crookham, Northumberland
HISTORY OF EARLIER DISCOVERIES
In the nineteenth century William Greenwell obtained some sherds of pottery 
formerly in the possession of Capt. Carpenter of Ford Cottage, Crookham, all 
recorded as having been found in the neighbourhood (British Museum, Greenwell, 
Ms Catalogue p. 41). In a pencilled addition to this entry, Greenwell notes that, 
“these are most probably fragments of urns found near Crookham on the summit of 
a knoll. One of the urns found there had a necklace of jet of varied patterns with 
it.” A little later, when writing his note on the opening of some barrows in North 
Northumberland, Greenwell again referred to the jet necklace as having been 
strung around the neck of the urn, and gives such a detailed account as to leave 
little doubt that further work had been undertaken on the knoll:



“The discovery (of the necklace) was made upon a swelling piece of ground near 
Crookham Dene, where several circular hollows, each covered with a flat stone and 
filled with burnt bone were found. In one instance the hollow was lined with small 
stones, within which was the urn and necklace. There was no appearance of any 
tumulus having covered these burials, and, in fact, the rounded hill itself formed a 
natural tumulus.” (Greenwell, W ., 1863-8 ,196n.)

Although Greenwell reports that neither the urn nor the beads were preserved, 
the description and detail indicates a second millennium date. In fact a Food Vessel 
bowl in the British Museum Greenwell Collection provenanced to Crookham may 
well have derived from the same site (BM 79,12-9-1739). The sherds obtained from 
Capt. Carpenter, however, belong to an earlier tradition, and represent a regional 
variation of later third millennium Peterborough ware. Termed Meldon Bridge 
style after the type site in Peeblesshire (Burgess, C. B ., 1976,151-80; Burgess, C. 
B. and Speak, S. forthcoming), sherds in this style have also been discovered in 
funerary contexts at Whitton Hill, Milfield, Northumberland (Miket, R. forthcom
ing) and possibly at Yeavering, Northumberland (Hope-Taylor, B. 1977, pp. 338- 
9) and from a domestic context at Thirlings, Northumberland (Miket, R. 
forthcoming). Associated radiocarbon dates range from 2700 b.c. for the Meldon 
Bridge material to 1700 b.c. for the Whitton Hill sherds, showing that the style, 
current in both domestic and funerary contexts, overlaps with early Food Vessel 
forms.

The surviving material clearly represents more than one period of activity and 
the question inevitably arises as to the accuracy of this composite record. From 
these records, step by step a coherent context has been created; one in which Capt. 
Carpenter’s third millennium sherds have been assigned both a specific location but 
associated with second millennium pottery from the same site. In view of the 
importance of these earlier pottery fragments, and their inclusion in a catalogue on 
the Greenwell Collection currently in preparation in the British Museum, the 
opportunity was taken to re-excavate the site and attempt to resolve this question- 
mark. There was little difficulty in identifying Greenwell’s “rounded-hill”. It stands 
today as an i m p o s i n g  glacial deposit, elevated on the eastern crest of Crookham 
Dene (NT 913375).

The Excavation Fig. 4
An area 18 m NS by 15 m EW was cleared of the topsoil which directly overlay the 
natural sand and gravel surface. As it turned out we were fortunate in carrying out 
the excavation before the farmer brought the hill into plough cultivation for the first 
time, as the shares would certainly have damaged the cists and destroyed the 
beaker. Only four archaeological features lay within the area of excavation, three 
cists, and a shallow oval hollow containing a beaker.

1. Cist burial Fig. 5.1
On the northern side of the crest of the hill lay a hollow, and remnants of a stone 
cist that had previously been disturbed and dismantled. No bone fragments were





recovered from the backfill of what had clearly been a reasonably thorough piece of 
destruction, and only some vague approximation of the cists’ original dimensions 
and N—S orientation could be formed from the surviving sandstone and whinstone 
boulders. From the size and arrangement of these stones it must have been 
constructed in a similar fashion to cist 2.

2. C ist2 Fig. 5.2
Hus cist lay to the west of the crest of the knoll, and overlooking the narrow defile 
of Crookham Dene. It too had been previously opened and the stones forming its 
south-western and northern edges removed before backfilling with sand and gravel. 
The cist was constructed of sandstone and whinstone boulders set w i t h i n  a shallow 
hollow in the natural surface, and orientated with its long-axis north-east to south
west. The sideslabs were set on end around a flagged base and in some instances 
double-banked.

3. Cist3 Fig. 5.3
Between cists 1 and 2 lay a previously undisturbed cist orientated north north-west 
by south south-east. Resting in a shallow rectangular pit with a floor of sand and 
gravel, seven upright sandstone flags formed the long-sides with a single slab at 
each end. Two boulders formed the capstones, but a third, now missing, is 
suspected for the northern end. The cist was filled with a clean sand that showed no 
trace of disturbance. Upon this sand, and just below the level of the capstones, a 
large fragment of quartz lay at the centre of the northern half of the cist, and the 
only stone fragment in an otherwise fine sandy fill. This would imply that the sand 
filling was an original feature before setting the capstones in position, rather than 
the slow and steady accumulation of washed down material.

Despite most careful observation neither cremated bone nor a skeletal stain was 
detected. Either the body had dissolved without visible trace, or the cist performed 
some form of cenotaph function.

4. Burial 4
Shallow oval scoop in the natural surface, 1-1 m north-west by south-east, and 500 
m north-east by south-west. Again no trace of a body could be found, suggesting 
that the subsoil had been inimical to the survival of bone. Near to the southern end 
of the hollow a complete beaker leant slightly towards the pit edge.

Description 
Beaker. Fig. 6.
Height 173 mm, max. rim diameter 145 mm. In buff to red fabric, and with a 
portion of the neck and rim missing. Now in the British Museum. Accession No. 
P.1983.6-2.1.

The vessel fits most comfortably within the step 6 group (Lanting, J. N. and van 
der Waals, 1972), currently dated to between 2000-1800 b .c .





Fig. 6. Beaker from burial 4, Pace Hill, Crookham. Scale 1:3.

DISCUSSION

The excavation casts great doubt upon the attribution of Capt. Carpenter’s sherds 
to this site. On the other hand the form of the cists discovered does bear out 
Greenwell’s description of hollows lined with small stones, and it is a context in 
which the urn and necklace is appropriate. It is suggested that the urn and necklace 
may have been discovered in either cists 1 or 2, with cist 3 missed completely. In 
both undisturbed contexts (cist 3 and the beaker associated deposit) no trace of a 
body survived. Unless indicated through associated grave-goods or a cist it is 
therefore possible that other burials may have escaped notice despite a careful 
scrutiny for depressions in the surface.
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