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S i n c e  e m b a r k i n g  o n  m y  d e ta i le d  s tr u c tu r a l su r v e y  o f  D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l in  1 9 7 6 , 
I h a v e  b e c o m e  e n th r a lle d  b y  a ll a s p e c ts  o f  th e  b u ild in g , a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  b y  it s  d e s ig n  
a n d  c o n s t r u c t io n . T h e  C a th e d r a l y ie ld s  m a n y  c lu e s  a s  t o  h o w  it  w a s  b u ilt ,  t o g e th e r  
w ith  a  n u m b e r  o f  fa s c in a t in g  in d ic a t io n s  o f  m in o r  c h a n g e s  in  d e s ig n  a s  th e  b u ild in g  
w o r k  p r o c e e d e d , fr e q u e n t ly  c a u s in g  o n e  to  p o n d e r  w h a t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  th e  
in t e n t io n s  o f  th e  o r ig in a l d e s ig n e r , o r  “ F ir s t  M a s t e r ” , a n d  h o w  th e y  c a m e  t o  b e  
m o d if ie d  b y  h is  s u c c e s s o r s . O n e  is  le d , a b o v e  a ll, to  c o n s id e r  th e  p a r ts  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  
M a ste r  D e s ig n  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  lo s t  d u r in g  th e  c o u r s e  o f  la te r  d e v e lo p m e n ts  a n d  
a lte r a t io n s , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  th e  te r m in a t io n s  o f  th e  fo u r  m a in  a r m s o f  th e  s tr u c tu r e —  
th e  tw o  T r a n s e p ts ,  th e  N a v e ,  a n d  th e  Q u ire . F o r  in s ta n c e , p r e c is e ly  w h a t  w a s  th e  
d e s ig n  o f  th e  E a s te r n  A p s e ,  a n d  w h a t  w a s  th e  fo r m  o f  th e  o r ig in a l Q u ir e  V a u lt?

B is h o p  W a lc h e r  o f  L o r r a in e , th e  fir st N o r m a n  B is h o p  o f  D u r h a m , w a s  s u c c e e d e d  
b y  W il l ia m  o f  S a in t -C a la is  in  1 0 8 0  a n d , a fte r  d u e  c o n s u l ta t io n ,  h e  r e fo r m e d  th e  
C o n v e n t  o f  D u r h a m  b y  in tr o d u c in g  m o n k s  o f  th e  B e n e d ic t in e  O r d e r  fr o m  W e a r m o u th  
a n d  J a r r o w  t o  D u r h a m  in  M a y  1 0 8 3 , d is p la c in g  th e  p r e v io u s  la y  c le r g y . B is h o p  
W illia m  w a s  h im s e lf  a B e n e d ic t in e , a n d  h a d  b e e n  P r io r  o f  S a in t -C a la is  in  M a in e ,  
a n d  A b b o t  o f  L e  M a n s  b e fo r e  h is  a p p o in tm e n t  t o  D u r h a m . I t  is  h ig h ly  p r o b a b le  
th a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  in te n d in g  to  r e p la c e  th e  c e n tu r y -o ld  S a x o n  c a th e d r a l in  D u r h a m  
w ith  a  n e w  c a th e d r a l fr o m  th e  sta r t o f  h is  e p is c o p a te ,  b u t  th is  w a s  d e la y e d  b y  h im  
h a v in g  to  s p e n d  a  p e r io d  o f  e x ile  b a c k  in  F r a n c e  b e tw e e n  1 088  a n d  1 0 9 1 . W h e n  h e  
r e tu r n e d  to  D u r h a m  h e  r a p id ly  se t  a b o u t  th e  n e w  w o r k , fo r  in  1 0 9 2  d e m o l i t io n  o f  
th e  o ld  S a x o n  c a th e d r a l c o m m e n c e d , a n d  th e  n e w  fo u n d a t io n  s t o n e s  w ere  
c e r e m o n io u s ly  la id  in  J u ly  1 0 9 3 . T h e  D u r h a m  m o n k , S y m e o n , in fo r m s  u s  th a t  th e  
w o r k  w a s  w e ll  a d v a n c e d  b y  1 0 9 6  w h e n  th e  B is h o p  d ie d , a n d  th a t  th e  w o r k  w a s  
c o n t in u e d  b y  th e  P r io r  a n d  m o n k s  u n til  th e  n e x t  B is h o p , R a n u lf  F la m b a r d , w a s  
a p p o in te d  in  1 0 9 9 .1 T h e  g r e a t T r a n s la t io n  o f  th e  S h r in e  o f  S t. C u th b e r t  in to  th e  
c o m p le te d  Q u ire  A p s e  w a s  m a d e  in  1104 , a n d  th e  N a v e  h a d  b een  fin ish ed  b y  th e  tim e  
o f  F la m b a r d ’s d e a th  in  1 1 2 8 , r e c e iv in g  it s  c r o w n in g  v a u lt  b y  1 1 3 3 , fo r ty  y e a r s  a fte r  
th e  fo u n d a t io n  s t o n e  w a s  la id .

A c c e p t in g  th a t  in  m a n y  r e sp e c ts  th e  d e s ig n  o f  D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l r e p r e se n ts  th e  
c u lm in a t in g  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  th e  N o r m a n  R o m a n e s q u e  s c h o o l  in  E n g la n d , o n e  is  
b o u n d  to  s p e c u la te  o n  th e  p r o c e s s e s  b e h in d  th is  a c h ie v e m e n t , a n d  w h a t  b r o u g h t



th e m  a b o u t .  B is h o p  W il l ia m  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  th e  d r iv in g  fo r c e , s e e k in g  t o  p r o v id e  
a w o r th y  sh r in e  fo r  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  S a in t  in  N o r th e r n  E n g la n d  a n d  S o u th e r n  
S c o t la n d . I t  is  n o t  l ik e ly , h o w e v e r , th a t  B is h o p  W illia m  w a s  th e  d e s ig n e r , b u t  h e  
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  g r e a t  c h u r c h e s  a lr e a d y  u n d e r  w a y  in  E n g la n d —  
C a n te r b u r y , L in c o ln ,  W in c h e s te r  a n d  W o r c e s te r  a n d  th e  a b b e y s  o f  S t. A u g u s t in  
C a n te r b u r y , B u r y  S t. E d m u n d s  a n d  S t. A lb a n s . H e  w ill h a v e  k n o w n  th e  im p o r ta n t  
c h u r c h e s  in  N o r m a n d y ,  a n d  e v e n  p o s s ib ly  th e  g r e a t  R h in e la n d  c h u r c h e s  su c h  a s  
S p e y e r  a n d  M a in z  w h ic h  w e r e  b e in g  b u ilt  a t  th is  t im e , a n d  a ll th is  k n o w le d g e  m u s t  
h a v e  h a d  it s  in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  D u r h a m  sc h e m e .

T h u s , it  h a s  lo n g  b e e n  r e c o g n iz e d  th a t  th e  D o u b le  B a y  sy s te m  e m p lo y e d  in  
D u r h a m  d e r iv e s  fr o m  th e  n a v e  o f  J u m ie g e s , w h ic h  D u r h a m ’s F ir s t  M a s te r  M a s o n  
o r  d e s ig n e r  m u s t  h a v e  k n o w n  d ir e c t ly  o r  in d ir e c t ly . T h e  se v e r e ly  lo g ic a l  c h a r a c te r  
o f  h is  w o r k  s u g g e s t s  th a t  h e  w a s  N o r m a n ,  b u t  h e  d o e s  n o t  se e m  t o  h a v e  c o m e  to  
D u r h a m  d ir e c t ly  fr o m  N o r m a n d y , fo r  th e  c u s h io n  c a p ita ls  h e  u s e d  a re  u s u a l ly  fo u n d  
o n ly  in  E n g lis h  w o r k , a n d  th e ir  p r e s e n c e  s h o w s  th a t  h e  is  n o t  t r a n s p la n t in g  F r e n c h  
N o r m a n  d e s ig n  e n  b lo c . F a c e d  w ith  e v id e n c e  o f  su c h  E n g lish  e le m e n ts , J o h n  B ils o n ,  
w r it in g  in  1 9 2 2 , w o u ld  h a v e  lik e d  to  th in k  th a t  th e  m a s te r  c a m e  fr o m  W in c h e s te r ,  
w h e r e  th e  m o n k s  h a d  m o v e d  in t o  th e ir  c h o ir  in  th e  S p r in g  o f  th e  y e a r  w h e n  D u r h a m  
w a s  s t a r te d .2

A t  D u r h a m , p a r ts  o f  th e  o ld  S a x o n  C a th e d r a l w ill  h a v e  c o n t in u e d  in  u se  b y  th e  
m o n k s  w h ile  w o r k  p r o c e e d e d  o n  th e  n e w  Q u ire . T h e  o ld  m in s te r  a lm o s t  c e r ta in ly  
la y  w h e r e  th e  C lo is te r  n o w  s t a n d s ,3 th o u g h  i f  i t  s t o o d  n e a r  th e  m id d le  a x is  o f  th e  
p r e s e n t  C lo is te r , th is  w o u ld  s u p p o s e  th a t  th e  1 0 8 0 /1 0 8 3  m o n a s t ic  b u ild in g s  w e r e  se t  
o u t  fr o m  th e  fir st  w ith  th e  d e m o l i t io n  o f  th e  o ld  c a th e d r a l in  m in d .

The Quire
T h e  Q u ir e  a n d  C r o s s in g  w e r e  la id  o u t  o n  th e  g r a n d e s t  o f  sc a le s , a n d  th e  p r o p o r t io n s  
o f  th e  a r c a d e s  a n d  tr ifo r iu m  g a lle r ie s  are  n e a r -p e r fe c t , c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e  e a r lie r  
J u m ie g e s , w h ic h  w a s  n e v e r  in te n d e d  to  r e c e iv e  a  h ig h -v a u lt ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  b o t h  it s  
a is le s  a n d  tr ifo r iu m  g a lle r ie s  h a d  g r o in -v a u lts .  S u c h  u n r ib b e d  g r o in -v a u lt s  w e r e  
c o m m o n ly  u s e d  in  th e  a is le s  a n d  c r y p ts  o f  e a r lie r  c h u r c h e s  b o th  in  N o r m a n d y  a n d  
E n g la n d , a s  a t  B o s c h e r v il le s  (w ith  it s  a is le  a p s e s )  a n d  th e  tr a n s e p ts  a t  W in c h e s te r .4 
In  c o n tr a s t ,  fr o m  it s  v e r y  in c e p t io n  a n d  fir st s e t t in g  o u t , D u r h a m  w a s  p la n n e d  to  
h a v e  th e  n e w ly - in tr o d u c e d  r ib -v a u lts . E v e r y  v a u lt  r ib  in  th e  Q u ir e  A is le s  a t  D u r h a m  
h a s  it s  s h a f t  r is in g  fr o m  f lo o r  le v e l , a n d  th is  lo g ic  le a d s  to  th e  o m is s io n  o f  th e  
e x p e c te d  s e c o n d  s h a f t  w h e r e  th e  tr a n s e p t  a is le s  a b u t  th e  q u ir e  a is le s , fo r  th e r e  is  
o n ly  o n e  r ib  to  b e  c a r r ie d  a t th is  p o in t . s (f ig . 1)

W ith in  th e  Q u ir e  i t s e l f  th e  T r ifo r iu m  s ta g e  is  p r e p a r e d  w ith  tr ip le  a t ta c h e d  sh a f ts  
a b o v e  th e  c y l in d r ic a l in t e r m e d ia te  p ie r s  t o  r e c e iv e  th e  r ib b e d  h ig h -v a u lt . T h e  c e n tr e  
s h a f t s  o f  th e s e  tr ip le  g r o u p s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  in te n d e d  fo r  tr a n sv e r se  r ib s , th e  tw o  
f la n k in g  s h a f t s  fo r  th e  d ia g o n a l  r ib s , w h ile  th e  m a jo r  sh a f te d  p ie r s  w ill  h a v e  h a d  
tr ip le  tr a n s v e r se  a r c h e s  s im ila r  to  th o s e  s t ill a c r o s s  th e  T r a n se p ts . T h is  N o r m a n  
h ig h - v a u lt  o f  th e  Q u ir e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  f in ish e d  in  t im e  fo r  th e  1 1 0 4  t r a n s la t io n  o f  
S t. C u th b e r t ’s S h r in e , a t  w h ic h  d a te  th e  a p se  v a u lt  w a s  c e r ta in ly  fin ish e d , fo r  W illia m



F ig .  1 D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l:  P la n  a s  s e t  o u t  a n d  b u ilt  1 0 9 3  t o  1 1 2 8 , (e a s te r n  a p s e s  b a s e d  o n  B ils o n ) .



o f  M a lm e s b u r y  r e c o r d s  th e  m ir a c u lo u s  r e m o v a l o f  th e  s c a f fo ld  b y  th e  S a in t  o n  th e  
e v e  o f  th e  c e r e m o n y .6 T h e  A p s e  a n d  N o r m a n  h ig h -v a u lt  o f  th e  Q u ir e  o n ly  su r v iv e d  
u n t i l  th e  1 3 th  c e n tu r y  w h e n  th e  p r e s e n t  h ig h -v a u lt  w a s  in s e r te d  in  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  
th e  m a jo r  w o r k s  r o u n d  th e  F e r e to r y , a n d  th e  c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  th e  C h a p e l o f  th e  N in e  
A lta r s .  T h e  lin e s  o f  th e  lu n e t te s  o f  th e  N o r m a n  h ig h -v a u lt  a re  s t ill v is ib le  a g a in s t  
th e  w a lls  o f  th e  Q u ir e  c le r e s to r y , w ith  th e  13 th  c e n tu r y  in fill w a llin g  a b o v e .

A  r e c e n t  w r ite r  h a s  s p e c u la te d  th a t  th e  S a n c tu a r y  a n d  A p s e  v a u lt s  w e r e  s e t  a t a  
c o m p a r a t iv e ly  lo w  le v e l , a n d  th a t  th e  fir st h ig h -v a u lt  d e s ig n  w a s  c h a n g e d  to  a  
s e x p a r t ite  v a u l t 7, s u c h  a s  w a s  in s e r te d  in t o  th e  n a v e  o f  S t -E t ie n n e , C a e n , b u t  I se e  
n o  g o o d  r e a s o n  to  a c c e p t  th is , a n d  p r e fe r  to  th in k  th a t  th e  F ir s t  M a s t e r ’s d e s ig n  
w a s  c a r r ie d  th r o u g h  t o  c o m p le t io n  in  th e  Q u ir e , w ith  e v e r y  s h a f t  in  th e  Q u ire  
c a r r y in g  a  r ib  o f  th e  h ig h -v a u lt .

T h e  Q u ir e  T r ifo r iu m  g a lle r ie s  o f  D u r h a m  h a v e  th e  h ig h ly  u n u s u a l fe a tu r e  o f  s e m i­
c ir c u la r  tr a n s v e r se  a r c h e s  t o  e v e r y  b a y . T h e s e  a r c h e s  c le a r ly  h a v e  th e ir  o r ig in s  in  
th e  v a u lt e d  g a lle r ie s  o f  s u c h  c h u r c h e s  a s  J u m ie g e s , a n d  th e  g r e a t  p i lg r im a g e  c h u r c h e s  
o f  F r a n c e , o n  th e  r o u te s  to  S a n t ia g o  d e  C o m p o s te la ;— th e  se m i-c ir c u la r  ty m p a n u m  
a r c h e s  o v e r  th e  g a lle r ie s  o f  th e  la t te r  c h u r c h  h e lp  t o  r e s is t  th e  th r u s t  fr o m  th e  tu n n e l  
v a u lt s  o f  th e  n a v e . T h e  a m b u la to r y  o f  G lo u c e s te r  A b b e y  a ls o  h a s  s e m i-c ir c u la r  
tr a n s v e r s e  a r c h e s  b e tw e e n  g r o in - v a u lte d  b a y s  fo r  s im ila r  c o n s t r u c t io n a l  r e a s o n s . T h e  
D u r h a m  d e s ig n e r  m a y  h a v e  h a d  th o u g h t s  o f  su c h  g a lle r y  v a u lt s ,  b u t  is  m o r e  l ik e ly  
to  h a v e  b e e n  m o v in g  to w a r d s  w h a t  h is  G o t h ic  s u c c e s s o r s  r e a liz e d — th a t  th e  c o u n te r ­
th r u s t  o f  a  f ly in g  b u ttr e s s  a c c u r a te ly  p la c e d  n e a r  th e  sp r in g in g  o f  a  h ig h - v a u lt  w a s  
a ll th a t  w a s  re q u ir e d .

H e r e  w e  c o m e  to  tw o  o f  th e  v e r y  c u r io u s  fe a tu r e s  o f  D u r h a m . T h e  w a te r - ta b le s  
a n d  c r e a s in g s  a t  D u r h a m  s h o w  th a t  th e  a is le  r o o fs  o v e r  th e  g a lle r ie s  w e r e  o n c e  se t  
a b o u t  18 in c h e s  b e lo w  th e ir  p r e s e n t  le v e l. E v id e n t ly  s o m e  fo r m  o f  g a b le d  tr e a tm e n t  
w a s  e m p lo y e d  t o  fit th e  r o o f s  o v e r  th e  tr a n s v e r se  a r c h e s  o f  th e  Q u ir e  T r ifo r iu m , b u t  
s o  fa r  a  s a t is f a c to r y  c o n je c tu r a l a r r a n g e m e n t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  d e v is e d .8 W h a t  th e s e  
c h a n g e d  r o o f  le v e ls  h a v e  d o n e  is  t o  p r e se r v e  a  v e r y  u n u s u a l fe a tu r e  o f  th e  Q u ir e  
C le r e s to r y . T u c k e d  u n d e r  th e  la te r  a is le  r o o f s  are  th e  s ills , n o o k - s h a f t s  a n d  sp la y e d  
o u te r  ja m b s  o f  th e  o r ig in a l c le r e s to r y  w in d o w s , a ll in situ, a n d  a b a n d o n e d  in  th e  
la te r  a d a p ta t io n s  a n d  r e p a ir s . T h e  rare  fe a tu r e  is  th e  lo n g  e x te r n a l sp la y s  w h ic h  
th e s e  w in d o w s  h a d , d if fe r e n t  f r o m  a n y  o th e r s  in  th e  C a th e d r a l, a n d  m o r e  l ik e  th e  
tw o  L a te  S a x o n /E a r ly  N o r m a n  w in d o w s  in  th e  m id d le  s ta g e  o f  th e  to w e r  a t  J a r r o w .9 

(fig- 2 )

The Transepts
M o v in g  n o w  in t o  th e  T r a n s e p ts ,  th e  d e s ig n  d e ta i ls  a t tr ifo r iu m  le v e l b e g in  t o  c h a n g e  
fr o m  th o s e  o f  th e  Q u ir e , a n d  p r e p a r a t io n  is  m a d e  fo r  th e  ty p e  o f  v a u lt in g  e v e n tu a l ly  
to  b e  a d o p te d  in  th e  N a v e .  O n  th e  e a s te r n  s id e s  o f  th e  T r a n se p ts , d o u b le  in te r m e d ia te  
s h a f t s  r e p la c e  th e  tr ip le  s h a f ts  o f  th e  Q u ir e , a n d  ca rry  th e  d ia g o n a l  r ib s  in  p a ir s , 
o m it t in g  th e  m in o r  tr a n v e r s e  r ib s  w h ic h  th e  Q u ir e  m u s t  h a v e  h a d . A  fu r th e r  m in o r  
c h a n g e  w a s  to  sp a n  th e  e n d  b a y s  o f  th e  tr a n s e p ts  in  s in g le  q u a d r ip a r t ite  v a u lt s ,  so
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F ig . 2  D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l:  H id d e n  w in d o w  s ills  a n d  ja m b s  o f  c le r e s to r y  b e lo w  
Q u ir e  A is le  r o o fs ,  (a )  p la n , (b )  s e c t io n , (c )  e le v a t io n  w ith  o ld e r  s ill le v e l  b e lo w  
p r e s e n t  r o o f .

th a t  th e r e  w a s  n o  u se  fo r  th e  s e c o n d  p a ir s  o f  sh a f ts  in  th e s e  b a y s , w h ic h  c o n s e q u e n t ly  
w e r e  a l lo w e d  to  c o n t in u e  u p  to  th e  v a u lts .

B u t  th is  w a s  lo o k in g  t o  th e  fu tu r e , s o  fa r  a s  th e  tr a n s e p t  v a u lt s  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  
fo r  th e r e  w e r e  m a jo r  c h a n g e s  o r  in te r r u p t io n s  in  th e  d e s ig n  o f  th e  tr a n s e p t  w e s t  
w a lls  a n d  in  th e  tr a n s e p t  v a u lt s . M o s t  s c h o la r s  te n d  to  a s s u m e  th a t  th is  in te r r u p t io n  
a n d  th e  p la in  tr e a tm e n t  o f  th e  w e s te r n  s id e s  o f  th e  T r a n s e p ts  c o in c id e s  w ith  th e  
p e r io d  b e tw e e n  th e  d e a th  o f  S a in t -C a la is  in  1 0 9 6  a n d  th e  a c c e s s io n  o f  F la m b a r d  in  
1 0 9 9 , w h e n  th e  c o n v e n t  w a s  c o n t in u in g  th e  w o r k  w ith o u t  e p is c o p a l  s u p p o r t .  W h e th e r  
th is  w a s  th e  c a u s e  o r  th e  d a te  o f  th e  h e s i ta t io n  h a s  b e e n  a r g u e d  e ls e w h e r e ,10 b u t  in



th e  S o u th  T r a n s e p t , w h e r e  th e  u p p e r  p a r ts  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  p r o c e e d in g  in  a d v a n c e  
o f  th e  N o r t h  T r a n s e p t , th e  id e a  o f  th e  h ig h -v a u lt  w a s  a b a n d o n e d , a n d  th e  c le r e s to r y  
w a lk s  w e r e  b u ilt  w ith  ta l l  sq u a r e  p ie r s . Q u ite  c le a r ly  a  t im b e r  c e il in g  w a s  e n v is a g e d  
(a n d  p r o b a b ly  c o n s t r u c te d ) ,  a n d  it  w a s  o n ly  a fte r  th e  N o r t h  T r a n s e p t  h a d  b e e n  
v a u lt e d  s u c c e s s fu l ly  th a t  th e  v a u lt  w a s  in s e r te d  in t o  th e  S o u th  T r a n s e p t , fa s c in a t in g  
m o d if ic a t io n s  b e in g  m a d e  in  th e  p a s s a g e w a y s  a n d  th e ir  tu n n e l v a u lt s  t o  a c c o m m o d a te  
it .

T h e  s o u t h  g a b le  o f  th e  S o u th  T r a n s e p t  h a s  r e ta in e d  it s  m a jo r  “ a is le - le v e l”  w in d o w ,  
w ith  m o u ld e d  a r c h  a n d  n o o k - s h a f t s ,  p r o te c te d  b y  th e  S o n g  S c h o o l  b e y o n d , a n d  
s a v e d  w h e n  th e  la r g e  P e r p e n d ic u la r  w in d o w  o b lite r a te d  th e  N o r m a n  d e s ig n  o f  th e  
in t e r m e d ia te  p a r ts  o f  th e  g a b le . I f  w e  ta k e  th e  d e s ig n  in  th e  a d ja c e n t  b a y  o f  th e  w e s t  
w a ll o f  th e  tr a n s e p t , w e  c a n  r e c o n s tr u c t  in  c o n je c tu r a l fo r m  j u s t  w h a t  th e  o r ig in a l  
fo r m  o f  th e  in te r m e d ia te  s ta g e s  o f  th e  tr a n s e p t  te r m in a t io n  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n . T h e  
t r ifo r iu m  le v e l w a ll- w a lk  r e m a in s  in  it s  e s s e n t ia ls ,  a n d  o n e  c a n  s t ill r e a c h  th e  e n d s  
o f  th e  h ig h - le v e l c le r e s to r y  w a ll- p a s s a g e s  w ith  th e ir  t in y  g r o in -v a u lts .  F r o m  th e s e  
o n e  c a n  d e d u c e  th a t  th e  c le r e s to r y  a r c a d e , w ith  it s  ta ll sq u a r e  p ie r s , w o u ld  h a v e  
c o n t in u e d  a c r o s s  th e  g a b le . A t  t r ifo r iu m  le v e l th e  d e s ig n  o f  th e  g a lle r y  is  ra th e r  
m o r e  h y p o th e t ic a l  (f ig . 3 a ) , e x c e p t  th a t  a  d ir e c t  c o m p a r is o n  m a y  b e  m a d e  w ith  th e  
in t e r io r  o f  th e  w e s t  g a b le  o f  H o ly  I s la n d  P r io r y , w h e r e  th e  w a ll-p a s s a g e  h a s  a  l i t t le  
a r c a d e  c a r r ie d  o n  c y lin d r ic a l m o n o l i th s .  H e r e  a t  H o ly  I s la n d  in c id e n ta l ly ,  w e  h a v e  
a  m in ia tu r e  w a tc h in g  c h a m b e r  o r  tr ib u n e  r e m in isc e n t  o f  th e  g r e a t  w e s te r n  tr ib u n e  
a t  J u m ie g e s .

T h e  u p p e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  N o r t h  T r a n s e p t  a t D u r h a m  w e r e  b u ilt  la te r  th a n  th o s e  o f  
th e  S o u th  T r a n s e p t  a n d  r e c e iv e d  a  d if fe r e n t  c le r e s to r y  w ith  m in ia tu r e  s h a f te d  
a r c a d in g s  s im ila r  t o  th e  tr a n s e p ts  a t  W in c h e s te r , a n d  L a  T r in ite , C a e n , a n d  
s u b s e q u e n t ly  a d o p te d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  n a y e  c le r e s to r y  a t  D u r h a m  (f ig . 3 b ). T h e  n o r th  
g a b le  o f  th e  N o r t h  T r a n s e p t  lo s t  its  N o r m a n  w in d o w s  w h e n  th e  la r g e  1 4 th  c e n tu r y  
w in d o w  w a s  in s e r te d , b u t  o n e  c a n  e a s i ly  im a g in e  th e  s o r t  o f  d e s ig n  th e  n o r th  g a b le  
m ig h t  h a v e  a d o p te d . A g a in  th e r e  a re  th e  lit t le  g r o in -v a u lt  r e tu rn s  in  th e  e n d s  o f  th e  
c le r e s to r y  w a lk s , w h ils t  a n o th e r  fa s c in a t in g  fe a tu r e  is  th e  f l ig h t  o f  s te p s  b e g in n in g  
to  c lim b  u p  fr o m  th e  c le r e s to r y  w a lk  o v e r  th e  e a s te r n  c r o s s in g  a rch , p r e s u m a b ly  to  
th e  ( in te n d e d )  N o r m a n  c r o s s in g  to w e r . E x te r n a lly  th e  e le v a t io n a l  tr e a tm e n t  o f  
th e  N o r m a n  w in d o w s  o f  th e  N o r t h  T r a n s e p t  g a b le  is  e a s y  t o  r e c o n s tr u c t  fr o m  th e  
s u r v iv in g  e v id e n c e  o n  th e  w e s t  fa c e  o f  th e  tr a n s e p t , a n d  b y  c o m p a r is o n  w ith  th e  
S o u th  T r a n s e p t , (f ig . 4 )

The Nave
T h e  tw o  e a s te r n  b a y s  o f  th e  N a v e  A is le s  a re  o f  th e  sa m e  b u ild  a s  th e  T r a n se p ts , th e  
N a v e  A is le s  b e in g  m o r e  im p o s in g  th a n  th e  Q u ir e  A is le s ,  fo r  th e  g r e a t  c y lin d r ic a l  
in t e r m e d ia te  p ie r s  h a d  b e e n  in c r e a s e d  in  d ia m e te r  t o  ca r r y  th e  v a u lt  r ib s , th u s  
a v o id in g  th e  n e e d  fo r  a t ta c h e d  s h a f t s  o n  th e  s id e s  fa c in g  in t o  th e  a is le s . T h e  d o u b le  
b a y  sy s te m  w a s  c o n t in u e d  in  th e  N a v e ,  a n d  it  is  in te r e s t in g  th a t  i t  is  n o t  s o  m u c h  
th e  m a jo r  m u lt i- s h a f t e d  p ie r s  p u n c tu a t in g  th e  d o u b le - d a y  d iv is io n s  w h ic h  g iv e  th e  
N a v e  it s  c h a r a c te r , b u t  th e  im m e n s e  c y lin d r ic a l s e c o n d a r y  p ie r s  w ith  th e ir  b o ld
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F ig . 3 D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l:  T r a n s e p t  te r m in a t io n s  (a )  S o u th  e n d  o f  S . T r a n s e p t  
(u p p e r  p a r ts  c o n je c tu r a l) , (b ) W e s t  w a ll  o f  S . T r a n s e p t  ( e x is t in g ) ,  (c )  N o r t h  e n d  o f  
N .  T r a n s e p t  (c o n je c tu r a l) , (d )  E a s t  w a ll o f  N .  T r a n s e p t  (e x is t in g ) .



F ig . 4  D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l:  S o u th  S id e  o f  Q u ir e  (a p s e  c o n je c tu r a l)  a n d  S o u th  G a b le  o f  S . T r a n se p t .



p a tte r n in g . T h e  first tw o  a r c h e s  o f  th e  N a v e  A r c a d e s  o n  e a c h  s id e  a re  m o u ld e d  lik e  
t h o s e  o f  th e  Q u ir e  a n d  T r a n s e p t  A r c a d e s , a n d  i t  is  n o t  u n ti l  o n e  c o m e s  t o  th e  m o r e  
w e s te r n  a r c h e s , b u ilt  d u r in g  F la m b a r d ’s lo n g  e p is c o p a te ,  th a t  th e  d e c o r a t iv e  z ig - z a g  
o r  c h e v r o n  is  u se d . T h e  d iv is io n  b e tw e e n  th e  fir st m a in  b u ild in g  p r o g r a m m e  a n d  
th e  s e c o n d  c a n  b e  se e n  in  th e s e  e a s te r n  n a v e  b a y s , w ith  th e  tr ifo r iu m  h a v in g  o n e  
p la in  a rch  a n d  o n e  c h e v r o n e d , a n d  b o th  b a y s  o f  th e  c le r e s to r y  h a v in g  th e  c h e v r o n  
d e c o r a t io n . (T h e  N o r t h  T r a n s e p t  is  e n t ir e ly  w ith o u t  c h e v r o n s ,  w h ile  in  th e  S o u th  
T r a n s e p t  o n ly  th e  la te r  v a u lt  h a s  th e m .)

T h e  N a v e  T r ifo r iu m  h a s  q u a r te r  o r  q u a d r a n t  a r c h e s  a c r o s s  it s  g a lle r y , n o w  w ith  
tw o  a d d it io n a l  h e a v y  r in g s  o f  s to n e  in s e r te d  d u r in g  th e  1 9 1 5  r e p a ir s , b u t  o r ig in a lly  
w ith  s in g le  o r d e r s  l ig h t ly  a b u t t in g  th e  th r u s t  fr o m  th e  h ig h - v a u lt .11 T h e  o r ig in s  o f  
th e  a r c h e s  m u s t  b e  th e  h a l f  tu n n e l v a u lt s  s u c h  a s  th o s e  o f  S t -E t ie n n e  in  C a e n , a n d  
o f  w h ic h  a n  E n g lis h  e x a m p le  is  th e  c h o ir  g a lle r y  o f  G lo u c e s te r  A b b e y ,  (f ig . 6 b )

A  g lim p s e  o f  c o n te m p o r a r y  b u ild in g  m e t h o d s  is  p r o v id e d  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f  th in  
o a k  s h u t te r in g  b o a r d s  s t ill  t o  b e  fo u n d  in  p o s i t io n  w ith in  th e  c o n ta in in g  a r c h e s  
b e h in d  th e  tr ifo r iu m  g a lle r y  o p e n in g s , le f t  th e r e  b y  th e  o r ig in a l b u ild e r s . H e r e  a g a in  
th e  e a r lie r  r o o f  lin e s  o f  th e  a is le s  c a n  b e  se e n  c le a r ly , w h ile  a t  le a s t  p a r t  o f  th e  
fo r m e r  n a v e  a is le  g a b le  a r r a n g e m e n t  c a n  st ill b e  d is c e r n e d — th e  a w k w a r d  v a lle y  
g u tte r s  w h ic h  th e  g a b le t s  p r o d u c e d  h a d  e v id e n t ly  b e e n  e l im in a te d  a s  e a r ly  a s  th e  
1 3 th  c e n t u r y .12

D u r h a m ’s in n o v a t iv e  r o le  c o n t in u e d  w ith  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  p o in t e d  tr a n s v e r se  
a r c h e s  t o  th e  d o u b le  b a y s  o f  it s  n a v e  v a u lt  ( th e  tr a n s e p ts  s t ill  h a v e  s e m i-c ir c u la r  
tr a n s v e r se  a r c h e s ) . T h e  r e m a r k a b le  u se  o f  p o in t e d  a r c h e s  fo r  p u r e ly  s tr u c tu r a l  
p u r p o s e s  a t  D u r h a m , p r io r  to  1 1 3 3 , c a u s e d  c o m p le te  d is b e l ie f  a m o n g s t  F r e n c h  
a r c h ite c tu r a l h is to r ia n s  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  la s t  c e n tu r y , a n d  w e  o w e  m u c h  t o  J o h n  
B ils o n  a n d  h is  l i f e t im e ’s w o r k  fo r  s o  c le a r ly  e s t a b lis h in g  th e  c h r o n o lo g y  o f  th e  
D u r h a m  v a u l t s .13 B u t  a  s ig n if ic a n t  d a te  w h ic h  h e  m a y  h a v e  o v e r lo o k e d  w a s  1 1 2 8 , 
w h e n  th e  th ir d  g r e a t  a b b e y  c h u r c h  o f  C lu n y  w a s  d e d ic a te d  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  
P o p e . C lu n y  II I  h a d  p o in t e d  a r c h e s , a n d  a  p o in t e d  tu n n e l v a u lt ,  a n d  its  fa m e  th a t  
y e a r  m u s t  h a v e  sp r e a d  a c r o s s  E u r o p e — th e  y e a r  w h e n  th e  D u r h a m  n a v e  w a s  sa id  
to  b e  c o m p le te  a n d  r e a d y  to  r e c e iv e  th e  n a v e  h ig h -v a u lt .

The West Front
T h e  w e s t  e n d  o f  th e  C a th e d r a l p r e se n ts  a n o th e r  fie ld  fo r  s tu d y . T h e  ‘G r a n d  D e s ig n ’ 
o f  th e  W e s t  F r o n t  w ith  it s  f la n k in g  to w e r s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e iv e d  b y  th e  F ir s t  
M a ste r , a n d  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  b u ilt  u p  to  its  c e n tr a l g a b le  le v e l b y  th e  t im e  o f  
F la m b a r d ’s d e a th  in  1 1 2 8 . W e  k n o w  th a t  it s  w e s te r n  to w e r s  h a d  le a d  c o v e r e d  t im b e r  
sp ir e s  u n t i l 1 6 5 8 , a n d  o n e  w o u ld  lik e  to  th in k  it  w a s  t im b e r  fo r  th e s e  sp ir e s  th a t  a  
w itn e s s  in  a  1 2 2 5  la w s u it  sa w  b e in g  b r o u g h t  fr o m  b e y o n d  th e  R iv e r  D e r w e n t  fo r  
u se  o n  th e  w e s te r n  to w e r s .14 T h is  w a s  in  B is h o p  P h il ip  o f  P o i t o u ’s t im e  b e tw e e n  
1 195  a n d  1 2 0 8 . T h o s e  d a te s  w o u ld  c o r r e s p o n d  w ith  w h a t  c a n  s t ill b e  o b s e r v e d  o f  
th e  c o n s t r u c t io n a l  t e c h n iq u e s  a n d  T r a n s it io n a l  d e s ig n  o f  th e  u p p e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  
to w e r s .

T h e r e  a re  n o  su r v iv in g  E n g lis h  e x a m p le s  w h ic h  c o u ld  p r o v id e  a n a lo g ie s  e n a b lin g



F ig . 5 D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l:  W e s t  F r o n t— “ T h e  G r a n d  D e s ig n ” w ith  th r e e  w in d o w s  
in  th e  c e n tr a l s p a c e  (c o n je c tu r a l) . U p p e r  S ta g e s  o f  to w e r s  c o m p le te d  c. 1 2 1 0 .
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F ig . 6  D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l:  (a ) W e s t  F r o n t  b e fo r e  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  G a l i le e  
C h a p e l c. 1 1 7 5  a n d  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  W . T o w e r s  (c f . H o ly  I s la n d  P r io r y ) , (b )  W e s t  
te r m in a t io n  o f  N a v e  in te r n a lly  (c o n je c tu r a l) .



u s  t o  r e c o n s tr u c t  th e  d e s ig n  o f  th e  D u r h a m  W e s t  F r o n t ,  fo r  a ll h a v e  b e e n  d r a s t ic a lly  
a lte r e d . W e  m u s t  th e r e fo r e  s e a r c h  a b r o a d  fo r  e x a m p le s . C a e n  in  N o r m a n d y  g iv e s  
u s  th e  a u s te r e  a b b e y  c h u r c h e s  o f  th e  C o n q u e r o r ’s S t .-E t ie n n e  a n d  Q u e e n  M a t i ld a ’s 
L a  T r in ite , a n d  th e r e  is  th e  s ta te ly  S t -G e o r g e s  a t  S a in t -M a r t in  d e  B o s c h e r v il le  n e a r  
R o u e n . E a c h  o f  th e s e  is  h e lp fu l in  i l lu s tr a t in g  th e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  o f  w in d o w s  in  
N o r m a n - R o m a n e s q u e  w e s t  fr o n t s ,  a n d  th u s  in  s u g g e s t in g  s o m e th in g  o f  D u r h a m ’s 
a p p e a r a n c e . M o r e  im p o r ta n t ,  h o w e v e r , is  th e  e v id e n c e  s t ill su r v iv in g  w ith in  th e  
p r e s e n t  fa b r ic , m u c h  o f  it  h ith e r to  u n -n o t ic e d .  (f ig . 5 )

T h e  p r e s e n t  g r e a t  w e s t  w in d o w  w a s  in s e r te d  in  th e  1 4 th  c e n tu r y , a n d  o b lite r a te d  
it s  R o m a n e s q u e  p r e d e c e s s o r s . T h e  m a in  w e s t  d o o r  h a s  b e e n  o b s c u r e d  b y  th e  
c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  B is h o p  H u g h  o f  L e  P u is e t ’s G a l i le e  C h a p e l (c . 1 1 7 5 ) a n d  th e  in s e r t io n  
o f  C a r d in a l T h o m a s  L a n g le y ’s to m b  (c . 1 4 3 5 ). B u t  ju s t  w h a t  p r e c e d e d  th e  p r e se n t  
w in d o w , a n d  f ille d  th e  v e r y  la r g e  N o r m a n  c o n ta in in g  a r c h  in  th e  c e n tr e  o f  th e  W e s t  
F r o n t ,  is  b o th  in tr ig u in g  a n d  e lu s iv e . T h e  w h o le  W e s t  F r o n t  is  a  s u b t le  c o m p o s it io n  
o f  r o u n d -h e a d e d  a r c h e s  a n d  a t ta c h e d  sh a f ts , a ll c a r e fu lly  g r a d e d  in  s iz e  a n d  sc a le . 
T h e  g a b le  u p s ta n d  i t s e l f  h a s  a n  e la b o r a t e  d is p la y  o f  c h e v r o n -w o r k , a n d  th e  N o r t h  
W e s t  T o w e r  h a s  o n e  (r e d r e s se d )  w in d o w  s u r r o u n d  w ith  th e  c h e v r o n e d  m a r g in  
b r o u g h t  d o w n  th e  ja m b s — o n e  o f  th e  fe w  u se s  o f  th is  fo r m  o f  d e c o r a t io n  o n  th e  
C a t h e d r a l .15

A t  th e  s ta r t  o f  m y  d e ta i le d  s u r v e y  o f  D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l, I h a d  a s s u m e d  th a t  th e  
in n e r  r e v e a ls  o f  th e  w e s t  w in d o w  b e lo n g e d  t o  it s  1 4 th  c e n tu r y  r e re -a rch . M o r e  
r e c e n tly , I h a v e  c o m e  t o  r e a liz e  th a t  th e  m o u ld e d  in n e r  ja m b s  c o u r s e  w ith , a n d  
b e lo n g  t o ,  th e  R o m a n e s q u e  1 2 th  c e n tu r y  w o r k , a t  le a s t  a s  fa r  u p  a s  th e  c a p ita ls  a t  
tr ifo r iu m  le v e l. T h e  m o u ld e d  b a s e s  o n  th e  m a in  w e s t  w in d o w  p la t fo r m  c o n fo r m  
w ith  th is  h y p o th e s is  in  th e ir  d e ta i ls  a n d  j o in t in g ,  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  1 2 th  c e n tu r y  w e s t  
e n d  w o r k , a n d  n o t  t o  th e  1 4 th  c e n tu r y , w h ile  i f  o n e  ta k e s  th e  in n e r  ja m b  p la n  a n d  
c o m p a r e s  it  w ith  th e  in n e r  m o u ld s  o f  th e  tr ifo r iu m  a r c h e s , th e y  a re  p r a c t ic a lly  th e  
sa m e . F u r th e r m o r e , j u s t  a b o v e  th e  w in d o w  p la t fo r m , a n d  tu c k e d  a w a y  a t  th e  
s o u th e r n  c o r n e r  o f  th e  w e s t  w in d o w , are  tw o  c h e v r o n -w o r k e d  ja m b -s to n e s  a p p a r e n t ly  
s t ill in situ, a n d  a lm o s t  c e r ta in ly  p a r t  o f  th e  N o r m a n  w e s t  w in d o w  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  
(p la te  II )

T h e  o r ig in a l N o r m a n  s te p s  a n d  p a s s a g e s  d o w n  to  th is  w e s t  g a lle r y  o r  w a ll-w a lk  
s t ill  su r v iv e  in ta c t ,  th e  u p p e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  1 4 th  c e n tu r y  w in d o w  r e v e a ls  n o w  filled  
w ith  r e u s e d  N o r m a n  w a llin g . A t  c le r e s to r y  le v e l th e  N o r m a n  p a s s a g e w a y s  le a d  o f f  
th e  m a in  s ta ir c a se  o f  th e  S o u th  W e s t  T o w e r  a n d  sta r t d o w n  s o m e  s te p s  fo r  w h a t  
w ill h a v e  b e e n  a  s e c o n d  w a ll  p a s s a g e  a c r o s s  th e  w e s t  g a b le  ju s t  b e lo w  c le r e s to r y  
le v e l, p r o b a b ly  a t  th e  m a in  n a v e  c a p it a l  le v e l.

A l l  th e s e  c lu e s  c o m b in e  to  s u g g e s t  a  tr ip a r t ite  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  c h e v r o n -e n r ic h e d  
w in d o w s  in  th e  w e s t  g a b le  a t  th e  p r in c ip a l le v e l a b o v e  th e  w e s t  d o o r ,  w ith  th e  
w a lk w a y s  a t  tw o  le v e ls . H o w  th e  ty m p a n u m  o f  th e  g r e a t  c o n ta in in g  a r c h  m ig h t  h a v e  
b e e n  f i lle d  is  m o r e  c o n je c tu r a l, th o u g h  I d o  n o t  th in k  it  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  tr ip le  
s te p p e d  w in d o w s — I w o u ld  s u g g e s t  r o u n d e ls  a s  a  p o s s ib i l i t y ,  fo r  w e  k n o w  th e y  
e x is te d  o n  th e  N o r t h  T r a n se p t , (f ig . 6 a )

I n te r n a lly ,  th e s e  tr ip le  w in d o w s  w o u ld  a l lo w  q u ite  a  n o b le  a r r a n g e m e n t , w ith



D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l:  G a l le r y  b e lo w  w e s t  w in d o w  -  c h e v r o n e d  ja m b s t o n e s  in  s itu , 
a n d  m o u ld e d  r e s p o n d s  a n d  b a s e s  o f  th e  fo r m e r  in n e r  a r c a d in g .

c h e v r o n  d e c o r a t io n  o n  th e  in n e r  fa c e s  o f  th e  o u te r  w in d o w  su r r o u n d s , a n d  a r c a d e s  
o r  c o lo n n a d e s  to  th e  w a lk w a y s  a t  tw o  le v e ls , (f ig . 6 b ) A  s o m e w h a t  s im ila r  
a r r a n g e m e n t  s u r v iv e s  a t  S t -G e o r g e s , B o sc h e r v il le . U p  in t o  th e  s t e e p ly  p o in t e d  w e s t  
g a b le  it s e lf , w e  s t ill  h a v e  su r v iv in g  a  r e m a r k a b le  h id d e n  “ W e s t w o r k ” o f  a r c a d in g  
a n d  v a u lt in g  s ta b iliz in g  th e  g a b le , a n d  a ll p a r t o f  th e  o r ig in a l w o r k . ( I t  is  a  fe a tu r e  
in  w h ic h  I d e lig h t ,  a n d  t o o  fe w  p e o p le  k n o w  o f  its  e x is te n c e .)



A b o v e  th e  g a b le  le v e l th e  tw o  w e s t  to w e r s  h a v e  th e  s q u a r ish  s t o n e s  w h ic h  w e  
w o u ld  e x p e c t  o f  1 2 th  c e n tu r y  w o r k , r a th e r  th a n  th e  lo n g e r  s t o n e s  u s u a l ly  e m p lo y e d  
in  th e  1 3 th  c e n tu r y  in  th e  C a th e d r a l— th is  t ie s  u p  w ith  th e  11 9 5 — 1208  d a te  s u g g e s te d . 
T h e  u p p e r  s ta g e  o f  th e  s o u th e r n  to w e r  is  o c ta g o n a l  in te r n a lly , c a r r ie d  o n  b o ld  
s q u in c h  a r c h e s , a n d  w a s  c le a r ly  p r e p a r e d  fo r  a  g r e a t  s to n e  sp ire , b u t  th e  n o r th  to w e r  
w a s  n o t ,  h e n c e  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  t im b e r  a n d  le a d -c la d  sp ire s .

The Eastern Apse
S o  a t  la s t  w e  tu r n  b a c k  to  th e  e a s t  e n d  o f  th e  C a th e d r a l, to  c o n s id e r  w h a t  w e  k n o w  
a b o u t  th e  R o m a n e s q u e  a p s e , w h ic h  w a s  ta k e n  d o w n  in  th e  1 3 th  c e n tu r y  w h e n  th e  
C h a p e l  o f  th e  N in e  A lta r s  w a s  b u ilt . F r o m  1235  o n  th e r e  a re  r e fe r e n c e s  t o  th e  s to n e  
v a u lt s  a b o v e  th e  S h r in e  o f  S t. C u th b e r t  b e in g  fu ll o f  f is su r e s  a n d  c r a c k s  a n d  
th r e a te n in g  to  d is in t e g r a t e . .16 T h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  th e  n e w  e a s t  e n d  
s ta r te d  in  1 2 4 2 , th e  n e w  h ig h  a lta r  w a s  d e d ic a te d  in  1 2 5 3 , a n d  w o r k  c o n t in u e d  o n  
th e  c h a p e l  u n t i l 1 2 7 9 .

O f  th e  R o m a n e s q u e  a p s e  w e  k n o w  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  lit t le , a n d  u n ti l th e  e n d  o f  th e  
1 9 th  c e n tu r y  it  w a s  th o u g h t  th a t  th e r e  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  a  g r e a t  a m b u la to r y , a s  w ith  
m o s t  E n g lis h  g r e a te r  c h u r c h e s . H o w e v e r ,  e x c a v a t io n s  in  1 895  u n d e r  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  
C a n o n  G r e e n w e ll  a n d  C h a r le s  H o d g s o n  F o w le r , r e v e a le d  th e  1 1 th  c e n tu r y  a p s e  
f o u n d a t io n s  a n d  p lin th s , p a r ts  o f  w h ic h  c a n  s t ill b e  in s p e c te d  u n d e r  th e  F e r e to r y , 
a n d  s o  d e te r m in e d  th a t  th e  c e n tr a l a p se  h a d  b e e n  w ith o u t  a n  a m b u la to r y , b u t  
c la s p e d  b y  A is le  a p s e s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  sq u a r e  e x te r n a l ly .17 I n te r n a lly  th e  g r e a t  a p s e  
w a s  fo u n d  t o  h a v e  c o n t in u e d  th e  in te r la c in g  w a ll a r c a d in g  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c h u r c h  
r o u n d  it s  b a s e , a n d  w ith  tw o  se ts  o f  s h a f t  b a se s  p r o je c t in g  in w a r d s , c le a r ly  in d ic a t in g  
th a t  th e  a p se  i t s e l f  w a s  d iv id e d  in t o  th r e e  m a jo r  b a y s . T h e  1 895  e x c a v a t io n s  c o u ld  
n o t  b e  ta k e n  u n d e r  th e  N e v i l l e  S c r e e n  a n d  S a n c tu a r y  p a v e m e n t  in  o r d e r  t o  d e te r m in e  
th e  p la n  fu r th e r  w e s t .

A t  th e  p r e s e n t  tr ifo r iu m  le v e l th e r e  a re  w h a t  m ig h t  b e  so m e  im p o r ta n t  c lu e s  to  
th e  d e s ig n  o f  th e  u p p e r  p a r ts  o f  th is  R o m a n e s q u e  A p s e . T h e  Q u ir e  T r ifo r iu m  a r c h e s  
are  ta l l  a n d  n a r r o w  n e a r  th e  C r o s s in g , a n d  s te p  d o w n  to  b e in g  lo w e r  a n d  w id e r  
to w a r d s  th e  e a s t . F u r th e r , th e  s h a f te d  ja m b s  to  th e s e  Q u ir e  T r ifo r iu m  o p e n in g s  a ll  
p o in t  e a s t  a n d  w e s t ,  e x c e p t  fo r  th e  s u r v iv in g  e a s te r n m o s t  sh a f ts  w h ic h  p o in t  n o r th  
a n d  s o u t h  in t o  th e  Q u ir e , ju s t  a s  th e  la te r  N a v e  T r ifo r iu m  ja m b  s h a f ts  p o in t  in to  
th e  N a v e .  T h e r e  m u s t  b e  s o m e  s ig n if ic a n c e  in  th is  m o d if ic a t io n  o f  th e  e a s te r n  
r e s p o n d s , a n d  it  is  lo g ic a l  to  s u g g e s t  th a t  th e  Q u ir e  T r ifo r iu m  m u s t  b e  s te p p in g  
d o w n , s o  th a t  th e  d e s ig n  c o u ld  b e  a c c o m m o d a te d  to  fit u n d e r  th e  A p s e  s e m i-d o m e .

T h e  r o o f s  o f  m o s t  R o m a n e s q u e  a p s e s  are  lo w e r  th a n  th e  m a in  b o d y  o f  th e  
c h u r c h — P is a  a n d  M a in z  C a th e d r a ls ,  a n d  C h a p a is e  in  B u r g u n d y , a re  w id e ly  sc a t te r e d  
e x a m p le s — a n d  it  c o u ld  b e  su c h  a s  th e s e  w h ic h  c a u s e d  J o h n  J a m e s , in  h is  r e c e n t  
p a p e r , to  a s s u m e  th a t  th e  D u r h a m  a p se  a n d  sa n c tu a r y  b a y  w o u ld  b e  s o  m u c h  lo w e r  
th a n  th e  h ig h  v a u lt .18 I b e lie v e  w e  h a v e  b e tter  m o d e ls  in  su c h  c h u r c h e s  a s  S t .-  
N ic h o la s ,  C a e n , w h e r e  th e  a p se  e a v e s  a re  o n ly  s l ig h t ly  b e lo w  th e  s a n c tu a r y  e a v e s ,  
(fig . 4 )  T h e  C h o ir  o f  L a  T r in ite  C a e n  w ith  its  g r o in  v a u lt  s h o w s  h o w  th e  j u n c t io n  
w ith  th e  a p s e  c o u ld  b e  v e r y  s u b t le ,  a n d  p r o d u c in g  o n ly  th e  s l ig h te s t  s t e p -d o w n  to



th e  a p se  s e m i-d o m e . T h e  g r e a t  p ilg r im a g e  c h u r c h  o f  S a n t ia g o ,  s ta r te d  o n  F r e n c h  
m o d e ls  in  1 0 7 5 , s h o w s  a n  e q u a lly  s u b t le  m e r g e r  o f  c h o ir  v a u lt  a n d  a p se . P e te r b o r o u g h  
A b b e y  is  o u r  n e a r e s t  e x a m p le  o f  a n  a p se  w ith o u t  a m b u la to r y , s ta r te d  la te r  th a n  
D u r h a m , a n d  n e v e r  in te n d e d  fo r  a  v a u lt , th o u g h  e v id e n t ly  th e r e  w a s  to  h a v e  b e e n  
a tr a n sv e r se  a r c h  o n  th e  c h o r d  o f  th e  a p se . E x te r n a lly  P e te r b o r o u g h  d o e s  s h o w  a  
s lig h t  s te p  d o w n  in  th e  p a r a p e t , n o w  m a r k e d  b y  P e a r s o n ’s  p in n a c le s . B ils o n  h e lp fu lly  
g iv e s  se v e r a l c o m p a r a b le  a p se  p la n s 19, a n d  it  is  in te r e s t in g  th a t  P e te r b o r o u g h  a n d  
th e  N o r m a n d y  e x a m p le s  are  u s u a lly  su b -d iv id e d  in to  fiv e  b a y s , c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e  
th ree  b a y s  o f  D u r h a m .

T h e  D u r h a m  A p s e  w a s  se p a r a te d  fr o m  th e  Q u ir e  b y  a  S a n c tu a r y  b a y , fo r  th e  
S h r in e  o f  S t. C u th b e r t  h a d  to  b e  a c c o m m o d a te d  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  H ig h  A lta r . T h e  p la n  
o f  th e  C a th e d r a l p r o v id e d  fo r  a  s tr u c tu r a l Q u ir e  o f  t w o  d o u b le  b a y s  (m u c h  lo n g e r  
th a n  m o s t  a b b e y s  a n d  c a th e d r a ls  a t  th is  d a te ,  w h e r e  th e  m o n k s ’ c h o ir  w a s  m o r e  
u s u a lly  u n d e r  th e  c r o s s in g ) ,  a n d  th e n  th e  r e c ta n g u la r  S a n c tu a r y  b a y  f la n k e d  b y  th e  
s q u a r e -e n d e d  a is le  a p se s , b e fo r e  th e  se m i-c ir c u la r  A p s e .  T h e  Q u ir e  v a u lt  w o u ld  h a v e  
h a d  a  tr a n s v e r se  a r c h  a t th e  e n tr a n c e  to  th e  S a n c tu a r y , a n d  p r o b a b ly  a  s e c o n d  a r c h  
a t th e  A p s e . H o w e v e r  th e  A p s e  w a s  n a r r o w e r  th a n  th e  Q u ir e , a n d  it  is  ta n ta liz in g  
th a t  e x c a v a t io n s  w e r e  n o t  p o s s ib le  in  th e  Q u ir e  t o  d e te r m in e  th e  w id th  o f  th e  
N o r m a n  S a n c tu a r y , a n d  h e lp  s o lv e  th e  m y s te r y  o f  h o w  th e  tr a n s it io n  fr o m  th e  Q u ir e  
to  A p s e  w a s  a c h ie v e d . B ils o n  p r o p o s e d  a  p o s s ib le  p la n  w ith  th e  S a n c tu a r y  g iv e n  th e  
sa m e  w id th  a s  th e  Q u ir e , a n d  w ith  e x tr a  o r d e r s  o f  s h a f t s  t o  th e  S a n c tu a r y  A r c h  
c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  th o s e  o f  th e  C r o s s in g  a r c h e s .20 (fig . 7 ) B u t  th e r e  are  a t  le a s t  tw o  
o th e r  p o s s ib il it ie s :  (a ) a n  o r d in a r y  tr a n sv e r se  a rch  a t  th e  e n tr a n c e  to  th e  s a n c tu a r y  
w ith  th e  m a in  a r c h  a t th e  c h o r d  o f  th e  a p se , o r  (b ) th e  m a in  a r c h  a t  th e  e n tr a n c e  
t o  th e  sa n c tu a r y , w ith  th e  sa n c tu a r y  a s  n a r r o w  as th e  a p se  a n d  a ll th e  a tta c h e d  p ie r s  
w ith in  th is  a r e a  o f  th e  sa m e  p r o je c t io n . I a m  p e r h a p s  m o r e  a t tr a c te d  t o  th is  la t te r  
p la n  b e c a u s e  it  w o u ld  te n d  to  s tre ss  a f iv e -d iv is io n  s y s te m  fo r  th e  D u r h a m  a p se  
s im ila r  to  P e te r b o r o u g h — th e  a lte r n a t iv e s  s tr e s s in g  a  th r e e  b a y  sy s te m . H o w  a n y  o f  
th e s e  m ig h t  h a v e  w o r k e d  in  e le v a t io n  o r  s e c t io n  w o u ld  b e  e n t ir e ly  a  m a t te r  o f  
c o n je c tu r e , b u t  it  is  p e r fe c t ly  fe a s ib le  to  d e v e lo p  a  s c h e m e  fo r  th e  a p se  tr e a tm e n t  
u s in g  su r v iv in g  d e s ig n  e le m e n ts  fr o m  th e  rest o f  th e  N o r m a n  C a th e d r a l.  T h e  tw o  
se ts  o f  sp ir a l s ta ir s  w h ic h  s ta r t u p w a r d s  fr o m  th e  tr ifo r iu m  g a lle r ie s  a b o v e  th e  s ite s  
o f  th e  Q u ir e  A is le  A p s e s  in d ic a te  th a t  tu r r e ts  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  in te n d e d  h ere , b u t  
th ere  is  n o  p o s i t iv e  e v id e n c e  to  su g g e s t  th a t  th e r e  w e r e  t o  h a v e  b e e n  tw in  to w e r s  
f la n k in g  th e  A p s e ,  su c h  a s  o c c u r  in  th e  R h in e la n d , a n d  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  p r o p o u n d e d  
a t H e r e fo r d .21 (fig . 8)

I s h o u ld  e n d  w ith  w h a t  fr o m  a  D u r h a m  s t a n d p o in t  is  th e  b e s t  s u r v iv in g  N o r m a n d y  
e x a m p le  o f  a n  a p se , th e  fo r m e r  A b b e y  C h u r c h  o f  S a in t -G e o r g e s  a t  B o sc h e r v il le .  
T h e  a p se  h a s  p le a s in g  p r o p o r t io n s  a n d  d is tr ib u t io n  o f  fe n e s tr a t io n  e x te r n a lly ,  a n d  
s te p s  d o w n  n e a t ly  fr o m  th e  c h a n c e l r o o f .  I n s id e  a ll is  lig h t  a n d  g r a c e , w ith  th e  
a tta c h e d  tr ip le  s h a f ts  o f  th e  g r o u n d  f lo o r  s ta g e  c a r r y in g  r o u n d  th e  a r c a d in g  
c o r r e s p o n d in g  to  th e  c h o ir  a r c a d e . A b o v e ,  th e  tr ifo r iu m  s ta g e  h a s  fr e e - s ta n d in g  
c o lu m n s  c a r r y in g  th e  r ib s  o f  th e  s e m i-d o m e , w h ile  th e  e a r ly  g r o in  v a u lt  o f  th e  
c h a n c e l s h o w s  th a t  th is  fo r m  o f  v a u lt  c a n  fu n c t io n  o v e r  r e c ta n g u la r  b a y s . A g a in  th e
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F ig . 7 D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l:  P la n s  o f  E a s te r n  A p s e s — I B a se d  o n  B ils o n  (m a jo r  a rch  
a t  e n tr a n c e  to  w id e  s a n c tu a r y  b a y ) . 11(a) S a n c tu a r y  b a y  a s  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  Q u ir e  
a n d  m a jo r  a r c h  o n  c h o r d  o f  A p s e .  111(b) M a jo r  a rch  a t e n tr a n c e  t o  c o m b in e d  
S a n c tu a r y  a n d  F e r e to r y  o f  f iv e  d iv is io n s .



8 D u r h a m  C a th e d r a l:  E a s t  E le v a t io n  w ith  A p s e  (c o n je c tu r a l)  a n d  T r a n s e p ts  (e x is t in g ) .



j u n c t io n  o f  c h a n c e l  v a u lt  a n d  a p se  is  h a n d le d  w ith  su b t le ty , c r e a t in g  a n  e x tr e m e ly  
s u c c e s s fu l  e n s e m b le . I f  D u r h a m  h a d  h a d  a n y th in g  s o  fin e  o n e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  w e ll  
sa t is f ie d .

NOTES

1 Martin G. Snape, on Symeon: “Documentary 
Evidence for the Building of Durham Cathedral 
and its Monastic Buildings”, p. 21, B ritish  
A r c h a e o lo g ic a l C on ference  T ra n sa c tio n s f o r  197 7  
— Mediaeval Art & Architecture o f Durham 
Cathedral 1980.

2 John Bilson: “Durham Cathedral—The 
Chronology o f its Vaults.” pp. 101—60. T he  
A r c h a e o lo g ic a l Jo u rn a l, 2nd Series Vol. XXIX 
1922.

3 Eric Cambridge: The Anglo-Saxon Cathedral 
at Durham— “A New Approach to Church Archa­
eology” Briggs/Cambridge/Bailey, pp. 91-7, A r­
c h a eo lo g ia  A e lia n a  5th Series Vol. XI 1983.

4 In the more prestigious Romanesque designs 
the groin-vaults were articulated with transverse 
arches between the bays. The Crypt Chapel of 
Durham Castle is an example.

5 J. Bilson: as note 2, p. 120 and plate III,
6 William of Malmesbury— N.E.S.A. Hamil­

ton, Rolls Series LII (1870) 175-6.
7 John James: “The Rib Vaults of Durham 

Cathedral”, pp. 135-45, Gesta International Cen­
tre for Medieval Art Vol. XXII/2 1983, Syracuse 
University Press.

8 Ibid. J. James does attempt one such arrange­
ment for the quire aisles. Rather better evidence 
exists for the gablets over the nave aisles (see note 
12).

9 The presence of these sills below the quire 
aisle roofs in the bays immediately adjacent the 
crossing had been noted by R. A. Cordingly and 
D. McIntyre.

10 J. Bilson, p. 159; M. G. Snape, p. 22.
11 This strengthening of the triforium arches

was carried out under the direction of Mervyn 
Macartney in 1915, much to the disgust of the 
Society of Antiquaries of London—Proceedings 
of Soc. Antiquaries Lond. 2nd Series Vol. XXVII 
1915-16, pp. 44-56.

12 R. W. Billings shows the Nave South Aisle 
gablets as they still could be seen in 1843, Plate 
VIII “Architectural Illustrations and Description 
of the Cathedral Church at Durham” 1843. The 
remains of those to the Nave North Aisle can still 
be seen externally.

13 J. Bilson: see note 2.
14 M. G. Snape, BAA Transactions 1977/80, p. 

23.
15 This treatment also occurred on the Slype 

doorway, and must be of similar date. It had been 
employed also in the refacing of the south side of 
the Nave by Pickering in 1849. See Ian Curry, 
Durham Cathedral Lecture 1985 “Durham Cathe­
dral and its Architects”, p. 22, Dean & Chapter 
of Durham 1985.

16 M. G. Snape, BAA Transactions 1977/80, 
pp. 23-5.

17 John Bilson “Recent Discoveries at the East 
End of the Cathedral Church o f Durham”, p. 1- 
18, Archaeological Journal 2nd Series Vol. Ill, 
1896.

18 J. James—see note 7 above.
19 J. Bilson, as note 17. Plate III facing p. 17.
20 Ibid, as note 17. Plate II, facing p. 9.
21 Evidence proposed at Hereford by Sir Alfred 

Clapham: see N. Pevsner, Buildings o f England— 
Herefordshire 1963 p. 146; also Cathedrals of  
England, N. Pevsner & Priscilla Metcalf 1985.


